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A Study on the Disaster Reports of
Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan
-- Taking News Reports on Taiwan’s 921

Earthquake for Example

Huixin Ke, Lai Liu, Chuanyan Zhu, Zhou Chen, Jun M*
ABSTRACT

With the method of content analysis, this paper analyzes reports during
the period of Taiwan’s 921 Earthquake on the earthquake and relevant news
in six newspapers from mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. It finds
that attention paid to the earthquake in the three areas kept on somewhat
consistently changing when measured by the relative amount of reports,
while it changed differently when measured by the absolute amount of
reports. Moreover, newspapers in the three areas saw their focuses and
forms of reports change along with time, but in a different way. This paper
tries to research the indices measuring the change of media’s focus on

disasters.

Keywords: report on earthquake, disaster, crisis communication, content

analysis
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