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ABSTRACT 

 

Tourism in Thailand: Assets, Ecological Threats and Solutions for the future. 

 

Tourism is today one of the largest and fastest growing economic sectors in the world. It has 

largely become popular, and even become massive within the past few years. It is now possible 

for the greatest number of people and for an ever lower cost to go all over the planet with always 

fewer obstacles. It thus entails competition between the countries to welcome the largest 

number of tourists. In South-East Asia, Thailand is particularly famous as a tourist destination, 

and attracts tourists from all over the world. 

Tourism is undoubtedly an important primary source of foreign exchange and employment in 

Thailand, and helps the country to develop its economy. Nevertheless, the tourism industry is 

nowadays mostly characterized by mass tourism in Thailand. Despite the economic advantages 

mass tourism brought, mass tourism also implies many ecological, social and cultural problems 

for Thailand and all over the world. Among the degradations generated by tourism industry in 

Thailand, there are: environmental degradation and pollution, destruction of ecosystems and 

biodiversity, depletion of water resources, waste, coastal erosion, animals mistreatment… and 

climate change. Climate change will increase the probability of important natural disasters that 

may cause dramatic damages to the local populations. All these factors will impact the country; 

influence its future and the choice of the tourists’ destinations. Therefore, it will have a direct 

impact on the economy if the tourists choose Vietnam, the Philippines, Cambodia and Indonesia 

over Thailand to travel. 

A possible answer to tackle these issues could be to get inspiration from Costa Rica. This little 

Central American country based all its tourism strategy on ecotourism, which aims to have as 

little impact as possible on the natural environment. It also has an important focus on the 

education of tourists and aims at raising awareness on the necessity of preserving biodiversity. 

Thailand is still able to initiate change by looking forward and choosing a long term approach 

concerning its tourism industry. But Thailand needs to have the courage to implement some 

new measures and to follow them.  
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Introduction 

 

I have always been very enthusiastic about any subjects related to tourism and to sustainable 

development, therefore I decided to focus my topic on a theme that was very interested into: 

sustainable tourism and especially ecotourism. I wanted to focus on a country where tourism 

plays a strong role in its economy, but also which is particularly affected by the negative aspects 

of mass tourism. The goal is to see how it would be possible to make tourism more sustainable, 

based on concrete examples of what has been done and that can be applied to the particularly 

chosen country. 

1. Literature Review: Global Tourism and its challenges 

 

Tourism is today one of the largest and fastest growing economic sectors in the world. It has 

largely become popular, and even become massive within the past few years. It is now possible 

for the greatest number of people and for an ever-lower cost to go all over the planet with always 

fewer obstacles. 

 

As for the tourism industry, most of the figures that will be used in this thesis will be issued 

from the publications of the World Tourism Organization, also called UNWTO. Also, many 

other institutions based their studies on the figures coming from UNWTO studies. UNWTO is 

an institution from the United Nations dedicated to tourism, especially to promote and develop 

tourism all over the world. UNWTO was created in 1975 but its roots stem back to the end of 

the World War II. Nowadays, UNWTO tries to develop a more sustainable and ethical tourism, 

as well as promoting developing countries.1 

1.1. Growing important of tourism in our global economy 

 

                                                
1 UNWTO. History. Retrieved from http://www2.unwto.org/content/history-0  

http://www2.unwto.org/content/history-0
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According to UNWTO, in 1950, there were 25 million international tourist arrivals. This figure 

rose to 285 million in 1980, then 900 million in 2007. And since then, international tourism has 

been multiplied by 50 compared to 1950, and has reached 1,186 million tourist arrivals in 2015. 

The forecasts are striking as they expect 1.8 billion tourist arrivals by 2030, due to a growth of 

3.3% per year between 2010 and 2030.2 Concerning the domestic tourists, UNWTO estimates 

the number between 5 and 6 billions in 2015. 

 

In 2015, the international tourism industry weighed 1,260 billion dollars and employed 110 

million people all over the world. Thus, for many countries, tourism is one of the pillar sector 

of their economy. The evolution of the GDP is particularly striking when it is compared to the 

year 2000. At the time, the industry “only” weighed 495 billion dollars. Within 15 years, the 

tourism industry therefore grew by 155%.3 

 

Tourism is one of the most important sectors of the world economy, as Figure 1 can show. 

Indeed, according to UNWTO, tourism represents 10% of the global GDP and 1 in 11 jobs 

worldwide in 2016.  

                                                
2 UNWTO Tourism Highlights 2016 Edition (p.3) (2016). Retrieved from http://www.e-

unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145 
3 Ong, H. P. (20th – 23rd March, 2017). 11th UNWTO Asia/Pacific Executive Training 

Program on Tourism Policy and Strategy. Retrieved from: 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_etp_png_final_report_7_april_2017_0.pdf  

http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_etp_png_final_report_7_april_2017_0.pdf
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Figure 1: Why tourism matters? 

Source: UNWTO http://media.unwto.org/content/infographics  

 

Thus, tourism matters a lot in the global economy as well as in a lot of countries’ economy, is 

growing very fast and therefore changing and impacting the global economy. Indeed, nowadays, 

tourism has reached the 3rd position in the export earnings. Only the fuels and chemicals sectors 

are above if we considerate the global exports in 2014. 

 

 

Figure 2: 2014 Export earnings by category  

Source: UNWTO http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf p16 

 

http://media.unwto.org/content/infographics
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf
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1.2. Where do the tourists go, and where do they come from? 

1.2.1 Europe is the first region in the world to welcome international 

tourists 

 

In 2015, according to UNWTO the international tourists were going: 

 In Europe (including Russia, Turkey and former USSR) for 51% of them 

 In Asia and Pacific for 24% of them 

 In North or South America for 16% of them 

 In Africa for only 5% of them 

 In the Middle East for only 4% of them 

Even if the percentage has slightly changed through the years, the order between the main 

regions of the world remained the same as the previous years4 

 

 

Figure 3 International tourism in 2015 

                                                
4 UNWTO Annual Report 2015 (2016) (p.14). Retrieved from: 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf
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Source UNWTO http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145  p2 

 

Europe is a huge destination as the region attracts more than half of the international tourists of 

the world in 2015. Indeed, 5 out of the 10 most visited countries in the world (both for 

international arrivals and receipts) are located in Europe5 

 France - 84.5 million arrivals (ranked 1st) and 45.9 billion dollars (ranked 4th) 

 Spain - 68.2 million arrivals (ranked 3rd) and 56.5 billion dollars (ranked 3rd) 

 Italy - 50.7 million arrivals (ranked 5th) and 39.4 billion dollars (ranked 7th) 

 Germany - 35 million arrivals (ranked 7th) and 36.9 billion dollars (ranked 8th) 

 United Kingdom - 34.4 million arrivals (ranked 8th) and 45.5 billion dollars (ranked 5th) 

And if only the most visited countries for international arrivals are considered, 2 other European 

countries can be added (here we consider Europe as UNWTO used it to do its calculations): 

 Turkey - 39.5 million arrivals (ranked 6th) 

 Russian Federation - 31.3 million arrivals (ranked 10th) 

 

 

Figure 4 International tourists arrivals ranking 

UNWTO Tourism Highlights, 2016 Edition 

UNWTO http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145  p6 

 

The Figure 4 shows the major importance of Europe in the industry of tourism and its capacity 

to attract visitors from all over the world. 

                                                
5 UNWTO Annual Report 2015 (2016) (p.6). Retrieved from: 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf 

http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf
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1.2.2. What about the other regions?  

 

Asia and the Pacific also stands out from the crowd, mainly because of the weight of China, 

which remained 4th worldwide for the arrivals, and 2nd worldwide for the receipts. We can 

notice the apparition of Thailand, which ranked 6th out of 10 for the international receipts. 

Thailand is the first destination in South-East Asia, the Asian subregion that recorded the 

biggest growth at +8% in arrivals in 20156. Besides, Thailand has welcomed 5 more millions 

of tourists in 2015, which represents a growth of 20% compared with 2014. The influx of 

tourists into this country and this subregion is therefore very significant. Thanks to this region 

alone, the global tourism improved by 4% in 2016.7 Asia and the Pacific are expecting to have 

the strongest growth concerning the number of international arrivals towards 2030, with at least 

+4.9% every year. 

 

The Americas have only 2 countries represented in this ranking, nevertheless we can emphasize 

the leading position of the United States in world tourism, as the USA rank respectively 2nd for 

the international arrivals and 1st for the receipts. Mexico is also leader concerning the Latin 

America, and is boost by American demand for tourism. 

 

1.2.3 Where do the international tourists come from? 

 

The ranking of the source market remains unchanged with Europe in 1st position (53%), Asia-

Pacific in 2nd (24%), then the Americas (17%), the Middle East (3%) and at last Africa (3%) 

                                                
6 UNWTO Annual Report 2015 (2016) (p.7). Retrieved from: 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf 
7 Le tourisme mondial progresse de 4% en 2016 grâce à l’Asie. (2017, January 17). Retrieved 

from http://www.leparisien.fr/flash-actualite-economie/le-tourisme-mondial-en-hausse-de-

pres-de-4-en-2016-tire-par-l-asie-omt-17-01-2017-6579831.php 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf
http://www.leparisien.fr/flash-actualite-economie/le-tourisme-mondial-en-hausse-de-pres-de-4-en-2016-tire-par-l-asie-omt-17-01-2017-6579831.php
http://www.leparisien.fr/flash-actualite-economie/le-tourisme-mondial-en-hausse-de-pres-de-4-en-2016-tire-par-l-asie-omt-17-01-2017-6579831.php
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in 2015. In the same way, concerning the main countries spending on tourism, we can find the 

same major touristic countries.8 

 

 

Figure 5 World’s Top Tourism Spenders 

Source: UNWTO http://media.unwto.org/content/infographics  

 

Thus, the countries with the most arrivals are also the one that send the most tourists abroad. 

We can highlight the fact that China stands out considerably among the others as the country 

spends almost as much on tourism as the USA, Germany, the UK and France combined! 

Another impressive fact concerning China: in 2016, the Chinese tourists spent 12% more in 

travelling abroad. This can be explained by the growing Chinese middle class in the country, 

                                                
8 UNWTO Annual Report 2015 (2016) (p.12). Retrieved from: 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf 

http://media.unwto.org/content/infographics
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf
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with a new trend for travelling abroad in family. These figures will keep growing in the next 

few years.9 

 

 

1.3. Evolution of tourism and its negative effects 

 

The massive growth and fast evolution within the tourism industry is due to lower prices for 

long distance flights, to the development of new technologies, but also to the emergence of 

middle classes in countries such as China, Russia, India and Brazil where more and more people 

can afford to travel. Despite all the different obstacles, international tourism has kept grown the 

past few years, and 2016 was even the 7th consecutive year of growth since the 2009 global 

crisis.10 Therefore, the sector remains very attractive and full of opportunities. It thus entails 

competition between the countries to welcome the largest number of tourists. Tourism has now 

conquered the entire planet, including remote areas such as deserts or the Arctic; or even very 

closed countries such as North Korea.  

 

As we saw previously, tourism is undoubtedly an important primary source of foreign exchange 

and employment all over the world and helps the emerging countries to develop more and more 

their economy. Nevertheless, the tourism industry is mostly characterized today by mass 

tourism, which appeared in the 1950’s with the economic growth in the Western countries. 

Indeed, tourism became popular as soon as the middle class became richer. With this 

phenomenon started mass tourism, which is characterized by a very high concentration of 

tourists at the same place. Nonetheless, despite the economic advantages mass tourism brought, 

                                                
9 UNWTO World Tourism Barometer, Volume 15 (2017, March). Retrieved from 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_barom17_02_mar_excerpt_.pdf  
10 Sustained growth in international tourism despite challenges. (2017, January 17th). 

 Retrieved from http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2017-01-17/sustained-growth-

international-tourism-despite-challenges  

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/unwto_barom17_02_mar_excerpt_.pdf
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2017-01-17/sustained-growth-international-tourism-despite-challenges
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2017-01-17/sustained-growth-international-tourism-despite-challenges
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mass tourism also implies many ecological, social and cultural problems in the welcoming 

countries.11 

 

Among the degradations generated by tourism industry there are: environmental degradation 

and pollution, destruction of biodiversity, depletion of water resources, waste, coastal erosion… 

The local population can also feel the deteriorations: population displacements for building 

constructions, rising rents, or development of the illegal economy can affect them in their daily 

life. Besides, the revenues from tourism are not equally redistributed among the populations. 

All these factors will impact the countries and influence the future of the tourism and the choice 

of the tourists’ destinations. Therefore, it will have a direct impact on the economy if the 

problems are not tackle properly. 

 

Climate change will also largely influences tourism and will weigh in the future of this industry. 

In 2008, Deutsche Bank Research studied the impact that climate change would have in several 

countries. It appears that many countries will be affected by climate change, either in a negative 

or positive way. We will discuss deeply this point in the part 3 of the thesis.12 Indeed rising sea 

levels and oceans, warming and desertification, degradation of fauna and flora, and melting 

glaciers will all play a major role to determine which part of the world will keep attracting a lot 

of tourists or not. 

 

1.4. Sustainable tourism and Ecotourism 

 

Thus, in order to fight these degradations, some new forms of tourism are emerging, less 

devastating and more respectful of the environment and local populations. Among them can be 

                                                
11 Theng, S., Qiong, X., and Tatar, C. (2015). Mass Tourism vs Alternative Tourism? 

Challenges and New Positionings. Retrieved from https://etudescaribeennes.revues.org/7708  

 
12 Deutsche Bank Research. Climate change and tourism: where will the journey lead? (2008, 

April 11th). Retrieved from https://www.dbresearch.com/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-

PROD/PROD0000000000222943.pdf 

https://etudescaribeennes.revues.org/7708
https://www.dbresearch.com/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000222943.pdf
https://www.dbresearch.com/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000222943.pdf
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found sustainable tourism, which cares about ensuring the sustainability of the natural and 

social structures of the places visited. Here is a definition of sustainable tourism according to 

UNWTO: 

 

"Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and environmental 

impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host communities" 

Source: UNWTO. Definition. Retrieved from http://sdt.unwto.org/content/about-us-5 

 

From its definition, sustainable tourism is to tourism what sustainable development is to 

commerce and economic growth. The main principle is to succeed in having both the economic 

advantages from tourism, while preserving environment and supporting the local populations 

and make them benefit from tourism. Therefore, sustainable tourism supposes that the natural 

resources and energies are well-managed; that the countries don’t get overflowed by the flows 

of tourists and products; that the local population can take part into the project and finally that 

the tourists will be aware of their impact and be eco-responsible. 

 

The last few years, the demand has been growing for sustainable tourism which has become the 

new trend. Indeed, just as more and more people are getting interested in sustainable 

development, more and more travellers are getting interested in sustainable tourism. In fact, 

according to a survey from April 2012 by TripAdvisor, 71% of travellers who responded would 

be more likely to choose a more eco-friendly travel for their next upcoming trip. And 65% 

already made that choice in the past year. 13 

Aware that this form of tourism is really important for both humankind and the planet, the 

United Nations decided to promote sustainable tourism by declaring in 2015 during a general 

assembly that 2017 would be the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. 

Thereafter is a letter written by Taleb Rifai about this particular year, that can be found on the 

website of UNWTO. 

 

                                                
13 TripAdvisor Survey Reveals Travelers Growing Greener (2012, April 19th). Retrieved from 

http://ir.tripadvisor.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=665615  

 

http://sdt.unwto.org/content/about-us-5
http://ir.tripadvisor.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=665615
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January 6, 2017 

“OPEN LETTER from Taleb Rifai, Secretary-General, World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)” 

“2017 is a unique opportunity for us to promote the contribution of tourism to achieving the 

future we want (...) Of course, many challenges remain before our sector. Yet (…) tourism is a 

sector of hope. (...) Through travel, we gain understanding, tolerance, and empathy for our 

fellow man (...) The tremendous hope that our sector provides should inspire us all to act for 

the good of people and planet. Together we can be the change we want to see.” 

Source: Tourism is a sector of hope: Taleb Rifai (2017, January 6th). Retrieved from 

http://www.mekongtourism.org/taleb-rifai-tourism-sector-hope/  

 

In the framework of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development, UNWTO 

organized many events in partnership with associations and companies to celebrate and raise 

awareness all over the world. All the details of the events hold can be found here: 

http://www.tourism4development2017.org/join-the-celebration/. UNWTO also realized a 

communication campaign to promote this special year, the promotion videos can be find at the 

following links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_vzgR004E0 and 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsQMVBsrIrg. 

 

Sustainable tourism includes different notions of tourism, such as ecotourism (also called green 

tourism), solidarity and responsible tourism, equitable tourism or community tourism.1415 

In the framework of this particular thesis, we will focus on ecotourism. According to the Oxford 

English Dictionary, ecotourism is: 

 

“Tourism to areas of ecological interest (typically exotic and often threatened natural 

environments), esp. to support conservation efforts and observe wildlife; spec. access to an 

endangered environment controlled so as to have the least possible adverse effect.” 

                                                
14 Juganaru, I.-D.; Junagaru, M.and Anghel, A. (n.d.). Sustainable Tourism Types. Retrieved 

from http://feaa.ucv.ro/AUCSSE/0036v2-024.pdf  
15 The Case for Responsible Travel: Trends & Statistics 2016 (2016, April). Retrieved from 

http://www.responsibletravel.org/whatWeDo/The_Case_for_Responsible_Travel_2016_Final.

pdf 

http://www.mekongtourism.org/taleb-rifai-tourism-sector-hope/
http://www.tourism4development2017.org/join-the-celebration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_vzgR004E0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsQMVBsrIrg
http://feaa.ucv.ro/AUCSSE/0036v2-024.pdf
http://www.responsibletravel.org/whatWeDo/The_Case_for_Responsible_Travel_2016_Final.pdf
http://www.responsibletravel.org/whatWeDo/The_Case_for_Responsible_Travel_2016_Final.pdf
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Source: Oxford English Dictionary Second Edition Oxford University Press 2009 (2009).  

 

Thus, ecotourism is more focus on the ecological aspects as it aims to have as little impact as 

possible on the natural environment. It also has an important focus on the education and aims 

at raising awareness on the necessity of preserving biodiversity. These new ways of thinking 

tourism emerged just like sustainable development did in order to respond to the problems 

brought by the global tourism, consciousness has been raised. 

1.5. Thesis’ objectives 

 

As what said previously, the tourism industry plays a massive role in European economy as 

Europe draw a little more than half of the international tourists in the world in 2015. 

Nevertheless, the forecasts report that the developing countries will attract more than half of 

the international tourist arrivals by 2030, with a rate of 57%.16 Thus, I decided to focus on a 

developing country from Asia, as Asia was the second biggest region if we consider the number 

of international arrivals in 2015 and the amount of the international receipts the same year. 

Within Asia, China is the first country for the number of international arrivals as well as for the 

amount of international receipts in 2015. Nonetheless, the most impressive evolution was 

recorded in Thailand, where the number of international arrivals has increased by 20% 

compared with 2014; and where the international receipts have increased by 16% as well.17 As 

I also been able to travel in Thailand, I have noticed myself some dramatic issues concerning 

natural resources, pollution and biodiversity. Therefore I decided to choose to study this 

particularly beautiful country that I hope will be able to keep its magnificent natural and cultural 

heritage despite the growing number of tourists.  

 

Tourism in Thailand: Assets, Ecological Threats and Solutions for the future. The first part 

will be dedicated to the importance of the tourism industry in Thailand; the second part to the 

                                                
16 Why Tourism? (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.tourism4development2017.org/why-

tourism/ 
17 UNWTO Tourism Highlights 2016 Edition (p.6) (2016). Retrieved from http://www.e-

unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145 

http://www.tourism4development2017.org/why-tourism/
http://www.tourism4development2017.org/why-tourism/
http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
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issues related to tourism and finally the third one to how to face it through the example of 

Costa Rica. 

2.The importance of tourism industry in Thailand 

2.1. Overview: global economy in Thailand 

 

Thailand is particularly famous from tourists, but also as a liberal economy, and as a developing 

country. The country covers about 510,000 km2 and has a population of around 67 million 

inhabitants. Thailand is in 2016 the 21st world economy in purchasing power parity18, the 27th 

largest economy in the world and the second biggest economy in Southeast Asia after Indonesia 

(ranked 16th) and before Malaysia (ranked 36th).19 Thailand is considered to be an emerging 

market by the United Nations.20 

 

Thailand's economy grew very rapidly in the eighties. Indeed, Thailand applied a policy of 

economic development based on exports at that time. Thailand is one of the 5 “Tigers Cub 

Economies” with Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines. These so-called new 

exporting countries are emerging countries that succeed the wave of development of the "Four 

Dragons" of Asia - South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore. They are experiencing a 

model of economic development driven by exportations, thanks to the massive influx of Foreign 

Direct Investments (FDI) from industrialized countries. 21  Thus, Thailand’s economy has 

become stronger and stronger since the eighties with its opening to the world economy, and 

                                                
18 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html 
19 World Bank, World Development Indicators database, Gross Domestic Product 2015 

(2017, April 28th). Retrieved from http://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/GDP.pdf 
20 Country Classification in World Economic Situation and Prospects 2014  (p.146) (n.d.) 

Retrieved from 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classi

fication.pdf 
21 Caparros, C. (2012, February 23rd) Le développement des tigres asiatiques. Retrieved from 

http://les-yeux-du-monde.fr/histoires/9554-le-developpement-des-tigres-asiatiques  

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/GDP.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_current/2014wesp_country_classification.pdf
http://les-yeux-du-monde.fr/histoires/9554-le-developpement-des-tigres-asiatiques
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even if the country remains for now an emerging economy, its economic development was very 

fast. On the following chart issued from the World Bank Database, the influence of this 

economy policy through the evolution of the GDP of Thailand can be noticed. 

 

 

Figure 6 GDP of Thailand 

Source: http://data.worldbank.org/country/thailand?view=chart  

 

The country benefitted largely from its position as a regional crossroads, located between the 

Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, and close to dynamic neighbors such as ASEAN members 

(Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Indonesia, Philippines, Cambodia, Laos, Burma) or 

China, which is its main partner for trade in goods. Concerning its exportations, Thailand 

mainly exports electrical and electronic equipment, machinery, cars, food and agricultural 

products such as rice and rubber.22 The exports represents, in 2015, 69% of Thailand’s GDP. 23 

                                                
22 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html 
23 World Bank, Thailand Trade and Statistics (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/THA  

http://data.worldbank.org/country/thailand?view=chart
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html
http://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/THA
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Figure 7 Exportations in Thailand in 2016 

Made by Margaux Chambon 

figures issued from http://www.tradingeconomics.com/thailand/exports  

 

But Thailand’s economy doesn’t only rely on its exportations. Tourism plays an important role 

in the economy of the country too, and its weight get bigger every single year. 

2.2.Tourism Industry in Thailand 

 

2.2.1. A key industry in Thailand’s economy 

 

2.2.1.1 Gross Domestic Product 

 

Tourism represents an important part of the Thailand’s GDP. Indeed, according to the World 

Travel and Tourism Council, the direct input of tourism in 2015 represented 9.3% of the GDP 

                                                

 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/thailand/exports
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of Thailand24, for an amount of around 1,250 billion of Bahts. This figure is expected to grow 

by 4.3% the following year. We can see how important tourism is for the economy of the 

country. Although, the figures are much higher when we take into consideration the total input 

of this industry in the GDP. Then, the percentage rise up to 20.8% of the GDP (almost 2,800 

billion of Bahts), which means one fifth of the GDP comes from tourism. The difference 

between the direct and total input of tourism are explained in Figure 8 made by the WTTC 

(World Travel and Tourism Council). 

 

 

Figure 8: Direct and Total Tourism Contribution 

Source:https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf  

 

The direct contributions take into account only the hotel industry, the transportation industry, 

the entertainment industry etc., which shows the industries where the tourists will directly spend 

their money. The total input is calculated when all that related to the governmental and private 

spending are added. 

 

                                                
24 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Thailand. 

(p.1) (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf  

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
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In 2015, tourism played an important role in the GDP of the country. But what about the trend 

of the previous years, and for the future? According to the WTTC, the part of the direct input 

in the GDP has almost always risen from one year to another since 2006, except from 2008 to 

2010, corresponding to the global economic crisis, and in 2014 corresponding to a putsch in 

Thailand. 

 

 

Figure 9: Direct input of tourism in Thailand GDP 

Source: https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf  

p3 

 

Also, the importance of this industry will keep rising in the following years as it should reach 

up to 14% in 2016. Concerning the global input, it should also increase to reach nearly 30% of 

the GDP in 2016!25 

                                                
25 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Thailand. 

(p.3) (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf 

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
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2.2.1.2. Employment 

 

Another indicator that show how important this industry is for the country is all the jobs created 

by the tourism industry in the country. Indeed, 6.3% of all the jobs, equivalent to 2,4 millions 

of person, in the country comes from tourism (direct input) in 2015, and the figures go up to 

15.4% (about 5,9 millions of person concerned) when the total input is taken into account. The 

previous years show a similar evolution to GDP concerning the direct input. Finally, 2026 

shows a big increase in the part of employment (direct input) from tourism, as 1 out of 10 Thai 

worker should be in the tourism industry. 

 

 

Figure 10: Direct Input of tourism in Thailand’s employment 

https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf  

2.2.1.3. Key facts about the tourists visiting Thailand: International arrivals 

 

Since 2004, the number of international tourists arrivals every year in the country has been 

constantly increasing, except during three years: 

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
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- 2005: the number of arrival decreased by 1.15% due to the tsunami that violently hit 

Thailand in December 2004 

- 2009: as the global economic crisis hit particularly hard the Western countries in 2007 

and 2008, the number of tourists arrivals went down by almost 3% 

- 2014: due to the military putsch, the tourists were less keen on going to Thailand and 

the number of arrivals shrank by 6.54%26 

 

Thanks to the figures issued by the Thailand’s Department of Tourism, the next figure has been 

made in order to show the towering increase of the number of international arrivals in the 

country since 2004. 

 

 

Figure 11 International tourists arrivals between 2004 and 2016 in Thailand 

Made by Margaux Chambon 

Figures from http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276  

Remark: the figures of the year 2016 are the preliminary results from the Department of 

Tourism 

                                                
26 Figures year by year retrieved from 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276  

(remark: 2559 is 2016 according to Thai calendar) 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276
http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276
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The evolution is very impressive as the country registered 11,650,703 arrivals in 2004 and 

32,588,303 arrivals in 2016, which corresponds to 20,937,600 additional arrivals within only 

12 years! Therefore, the evolution rate is as high as 190.91%! 27 Thus the country welcomed 

more than twice the number of tourists as in 2004. But where do the people that visit Thailand 

come from? 

 

According to the 2015 figures issued by the Thailand’s Department of Tourism, the two main 

regions sending tourists to Thailand were East Asia with 19.9 million arrivals followed by 

Europe with only 5.6 million arrivals.28 

 

                                                
27 Figures year by year retrieved from 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276 

(remark: 2559 is 2016 according to Thai calendar) 
28 Figures year by year retrieved from 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516  

(remark: 2559 is 2016 according to Thai calendar) 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276
http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516
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Figure 12: Repartition of the foreign tourists in 2015 

Chart made by Margaux Chambon 

Figures issued from http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516  

Remark: Here the regions are a bit different from the one used during the Literature Review, as 

UNWTO and the Thailand’s Department of Tourism don’t use the same partition of the world. 

Asia & Pacific is here divided between East Asia, South Asia and Oceania. 

 

What is particularly remarkable in the origin of foreign tourists is that 2 out of 3 come from 

East Asia. Europe arrives 2nd as the region of origin and provides “only” a bit less than 1 tourist 

out of 5 of the total number of foreign tourists. Indeed, East Asia is the region where 66.5% of 

the foreign tourists come from; but if we consider the region as the “Asia and Pacific” from 

UNWTO, it goes up to 74.3%, which means almost 3 out of 4 tourists. Therefore Asia plays a 

fundamental role in Thailand’s tourism.  

If the focus is on the main countries of origin, and not only the main regions, what will come 

out is the fact that China is by very far the first provider of tourists in the country. In fact, 7.94 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516
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millions of arrivals came from China in 2015, which represents more than 1 out of 4 arrivals 

(26.52%). 

 

 

Figure 13 Origin of foreign tourists in 2015 

On the charts: figures in millions of tourist 

Made by Margaux Chambon 

Figures issued from http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516  

Remark: Numbers issued from calculations based on data from Thailand’s Department of 

Tourism http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516  

 

Second after China and far ahead the other countries, Malaysia provides an important numbers 

of international arrivals and represents 11.43% of the total. If Malaysia is considered as a part 

of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), the association of 10 countries (most of 

which are big trade partners with Thailand) represents 26.47% of the total international arrivals 

in Thailand. ASEAN remains 2nd after China also. 

Thanks to the figure 12 and 13, it can be noticed that even though the regions South Asia (4.7%), 

North and South America (4.1%) and Oceania (3.1%) do not weight that much in the total of 

international arrivals, they follow the same model with one main country providing most of the 

tourists from the source region to Thailand. Thus, India provides 3.57% of the total of 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516
http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/details/11/221/25516
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international arrivals in the country, the USA provides 2.90% and Australia 2.70%. Therefore, 

even if their region doesn’t weight much, these countries themselves do. 

 

Concerning the future trends for the country, the number of Chinese tourists should keep 

increasing in the Kingdom of Thailand. Indeed, between 2014 and 2015, the number of Chinese 

travelling abroad has increased by 20% (and more than 100 millions of Chinese); and by 16% 

between 2015 and 2016. 29 Besides, this segment of people is a real opportunity for Thailand as 

the Chinese tourists spend more and more in the countries visited up to 12% more in 2016 

according to UNWTO.30 The increase of the arrival of Chinese tourists in the country is due to 

the improvement of the transportations between China and Thailand, and also due to the fact 

that Chinese don’t need a visa to visit the country.31 

Finally, according to the World Travel and Tourism Council, leisure tourism represents 84% of 

the total tourism, against 16% for business tourism.32 

2.2.1.4. Key facts about the tourists coming to Thailand: Domestic market 

 

The Kingdom of Thailand has the 20th largest population in the world in 2017, with a bit more 

than 68 million people.33 Thus the potential of its domestic market is huge and will keep rising 

as the population is getting richer, and will spend more for transportations and accommodations 

in the country. However, according to Business Monitor International (BMI), the long-term 

                                                
29 Le nombre de touristes chinois explose. (2015, August 28th). Retrieved from 

 http://www.lepoint.fr/economie/le-nombre-de-touristes-chinois-explose-28-08-2015-

1960055_28.php 
30 OMT : Les dépenses des touristes chinois à l’étranger en hausse de 12 % en 2016 (2017, 

April 20th). Retrieved from http://www.veilleinfotourisme.fr/omt-les-depenses-des-touristes-

chinois-a-l-etranger-en-hausse-de-12-en-2016-179895.kjsp  
31 Top 100 City Destinations Ranking – Published 2016 (2016, January 28th) Retrieved from 

http://blog.euromonitor.com/2016/01/top-100-city-destinations-ranking-2016.html  
32 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Thailand. 

(p.4) (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf 
33 Countries in the world by population (2017) Retrieved from 

 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/   

http://www.lepoint.fr/economie/le-nombre-de-touristes-chinois-explose-28-08-2015-1960055_28.php
http://www.lepoint.fr/economie/le-nombre-de-touristes-chinois-explose-28-08-2015-1960055_28.php
http://www.veilleinfotourisme.fr/omt-les-depenses-des-touristes-chinois-a-l-etranger-en-hausse-de-12-en-2016-179895.kjsp
http://www.veilleinfotourisme.fr/omt-les-depenses-des-touristes-chinois-a-l-etranger-en-hausse-de-12-en-2016-179895.kjsp
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2016/01/top-100-city-destinations-ranking-2016.html
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/
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effect should result in a higher outbound tourism. Therefore the Thais will spend more abroad 

than on their domestic tourist markets. Nevertheless, for now, plane tickets and travelling 

abroad remain too expensive for an important part of the population; and besides the 

government is promoting domestic tourism and investing in domestic projects.34 

Even if inbound tourism in Thailand represents 75% of the spending, domestic tourism remains 

very important with 25% of the spending.35 

 

2.2.2. Why do tourists choose Thailand as a destination? 

2.2.2.1. Easy access of the country 

 

Thailand’s central location in South-East Asia is a main asset for the country. Indeed, it gives 

the country an ideal position to be accessible quite easily from Asia, as a direct flight takes 

around 6h to go there from Tokyo, 5h from Beijing, 5h15 from Seoul, 3h30 from Jakarta, 3h30 

from Manilla or 1h30 from Hanoi.36  

In fact, Thailand, thanks to its capital city Bangkok, has one of the busiest airport in Asia and 

even in the world. According to the Airports Council International, Bangkok welcomed in 2015 

no fewer than 52 million people, with an increase by 13.8% compared with 2014. Thus, 

Bangkok’s famous airport Suvarnabhumi was ranked as the 20th busiest airport in the world, 

and the 8th busiest airport in Asia behind Beijing, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Singapore, 

Guangzhou and Jakarta but ahead of Incheon (South Korea), Kuala Lumpur and New Delhi.37 

Besides, the country is easily accessible by train or bus from Cambodia, Laos, Burma and 

Malaysia; which makes it easier for travellers with lower budget to get to Thailand. Some bus 

connections even exist from Vietnam with a connection in Cambodia. 

                                                
34 Business Monitor International.Thailand Tourism Report Q2 2017. (pp17-18) (2017) 
35 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Thailand. 

(p.4) (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf 
36 Retrieved from www.skyscanner.com 
37 Year-to-date passenger traffic (2015, December). Retrieved from http://www.aci.aero/Data-

Centre/Monthly-Traffic-Data/Passenger-Summary/Year-to-date 

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/thailand2016.pdf
http://www.skyscanner.com/
http://www.aci.aero/Data-Centre/Monthly-Traffic-Data/Passenger-Summary/Year-to-date
http://www.aci.aero/Data-Centre/Monthly-Traffic-Data/Passenger-Summary/Year-to-date
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Figure 14: Map of transportation of Thailand 

https://www.thailandee.com/transports/train-thailande  

 

Therefore, the country benefits of particularly good transportation network, and enable to attract 

more tourists as they can go from one region to another quite easily. 

Another fact that deserves to be mention as an asset to Thailand’s asset: the dynamism and the 

power of attraction of the capital city. Indeed, Bangkok is the gateway of the country for 

international tourism, so the more attractive the capital is, the better for the whole country. And 

luckily Bangkok is very often prized and aroused interest for its cultural activities, its nightlife, 

its markets, its relative cheap prices etc. Bangkok was the 1st most visited city in the world in 

2016 with 21.5 millions of international tourists.38 The capital did more than only maintaining 

its ranking as it kept improving over the past few years! In 2014, Bangkok was ranked 4th with 

                                                
38 Millington, A. (2016, September 22nd) The 20 most visited cities around the world in 2016. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.businessinsider.com/the-most-visited-cities-around-the-world-in-2016-2016-9/#2-

london-england-1988-million-international-visitors-19 

https://www.thailandee.com/transports/train-thailande
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-most-visited-cities-around-the-world-in-2016-2016-9/#2-london-england-1988-million-international-visitors-19
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-most-visited-cities-around-the-world-in-2016-2016-9/#2-london-england-1988-million-international-visitors-19
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16.2 millions; 39 and reached the 2nd rank in 2015 with 18.2 millions right after London.40 This 

evolution is only good for the tourism industry of the country as it keeps attracting people to 

the country and makes it easier to then make them want to discover other parts of the country. 

Bangkok is also recommended by agencies online or magazines as one of the best cities of the 

world. For example, Bangkok won the best cities award during 4 years by the American 

magazine Travel and Leisure from 2010 to 201341 ; and the Asian magazine DestinAsian 

awarded the city in 2017 as well.42  

2.2.2.2. Natural and cultural diversity of Thailand 

 

Nevertheless, even though Bangkok clearly plays a major role to attract tourists, Thailand is not 

only about its capital city. The country offers way more than that, with an incredibly wide 

diversity of landscapes and activities all over the country to suit everyone taste. 

We can distinguish 4 main areas of tourism in Thailand. 

 

- The South and the islands 

The South of Thailand is famous for its magnificent seashores and islands, and praised for its 

beauty by the tourists. This part of Thailand seems indeed to be paradise, with its colorful bays 

and lagoons and its the white sand. 

- The Center, the historical and cultural part of Thailand 

In the center remains mainly the cultural past and present of Thailand. Besides Bangkok, the 

center is home to all the ancient capital cities – Ayutthaya, Lopburi and Sukhothai – and 

archaeological sites of the Kingdom of Siam. 

                                                
39 Top 100 City Destinations Ranking – Published 2016 (2016, January 28th) Retrieved from 

http://blog.euromonitor.com/2016/01/top-100-city-destinations-ranking-2016.html   
40 Schmalbruch, S. (2015, June 4th) The 10 most visited cities in the world. Retrieved from 

http://www.businessinsider.com/the-10-most-visited-cities-in-the-world-2015-6/#bangkok-

thailand-1824-million-international-visitors-9 
41 Bangkok is “World’s Best” for 4th year (2013, July 20th). Retrieved from  

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/national/aec/30210861 
42 Retrieved from https://www.pata.org/bangkok-named-best-city-2017-by-destinasians-

readers/ 

http://blog.euromonitor.com/2016/01/top-100-city-destinations-ranking-2016.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-10-most-visited-cities-in-the-world-2015-6/#bangkok-thailand-1824-million-international-visitors-9
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-10-most-visited-cities-in-the-world-2015-6/#bangkok-thailand-1824-million-international-visitors-9
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/national/aec/30210861
https://www.pata.org/bangkok-named-best-city-2017-by-destinasians-readers/
https://www.pata.org/bangkok-named-best-city-2017-by-destinasians-readers/
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- The North, Mountains trek and discovery of the ethnics’ culture 

The forest and mountain regions of the North are known for diverse reasons. First, because 

there is located the dynamic and charming second largest city of the country: Chiang Mai. With 

its numerous temples, its luxurious vegetation, its rice fields, Chiang Mai is a famous cultural 

city (night market, cooking lessons, elephants rides…) and a base for starting treks in the 

Golden Triangle region.  

 

- The North-East 

The Northeastern part of Thailand is less famous and visited as the other regions mentioned 

previously. Nonetheless, this part is developing and have a lot to offer to the tourists. The region 

is favourable to trek in the national parks, explore the Mekong, and meeting populations from 

Lao, Khmer or even Vietnamese ethnies.43 

                                                
43 Northeast Thailand, Famous hospitality and ancient Khmer monuments (n.d.). Retrieved 

from https://www.travelfish.org/region/thailand/northeast_thailand  

 

https://www.travelfish.org/region/thailand/northeast_thailand
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Discovering Thailand / Google Image  

2.2.2.3. Pros and cons of mass tourism 

Mass tourism means a high quantity of tourists will come to the exact same place to enjoy and 

discover a country or region. This type of tourism has both pros and cons. First, it enables a 

region to receive important amounts of cash flows, and thus make it more dynamic. That means 

it both enriches the local living there, and help to maintain the cultural offer, through the 

maintenance of the museums or of the temples for example. Finally, the tourists travelling spend 
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less, and can more easily meet people from different culture all over the world.44 45Nevertheless, 

mass tourism also brought obvious pollution and biodiversity problems that will be explained 

in the part 3 of this thesis. 

2.3. Conclusion 

Tourism industry is a real asset for Thailand, as it represents an important part of the economic 

growth of the country, through the GDP and the employment rate. Besides, it highlights the 

assets of the country and strengthens its image out of its borders. But, although the contribution 

of tourism to the economic development of the country and the empowerment of the people is 

positive, will the country have the capacity to welcome so many people? As the number of 

tourists is growing every year, and although this is beneficial for business and foreign exchange, 

what influence does it have on the environment and biodiversity? Can it have negative effects 

on the long-term future of Thailand if it is not controlled? 

3.Problems brought by the tourism industry in Thailand 

 

Indeed, behind the idyllic landscapes lies a complete different truth. Mass tourism also has 

negative impacts on the country through pollution and overconsumption. What could be the 

consequences of an uncontrolled tourism? 

3.1.Biodiversity in Thailand 

 

Thailand is a magnificent country which has a very rich biodiversity that must be preserved, 

with numerous and varied ecosystems as well as natural resources in sufficient quantity, but 

which are by definition limited. The high biodiversity of Thailand is due to the geographical 

location of the country as a crossroads. Indeed, the Northern part of the country has similar 

                                                
44 Les 3 avantages du tourisme de masse (2013, February 18th). Retrieved from 

http://www.embarquement-voyage.com/tourisme-masse-avantage/  
45 Avantages et inconvénients du tourisme de masse (n.d.). Retrieved from 

http://www.beevar.com/avantages-et-inconvenients-du-tourisme-de-masse/  

http://www.embarquement-voyage.com/tourisme-masse-avantage/
http://www.beevar.com/avantages-et-inconvenients-du-tourisme-de-masse/
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climates and biomes as Indochina with a dry season during more than a quarter of the year; 

whereas the Southern part of the country is similar to Malaysia or Indonesia (Borneo) with a 

rain season more than 3 quarters of the year.46 Three other ecosystems are also important to 

mention: the coasts with the marine wildlife and the wetlands that covers around 7.5% of the 

country.47 Finally, the last ecosystems are the many rivers and especially the Mekong river. Its 

basin represents one quarter of the freshwater in the world! Over Indochina (Thailand included), 

this river is essential to 70 million people. Fauna and flora in Thailand are very fragile and also 

interdependent. The country hosts 2 main kinds of tropical forests, due to geography and climate 

previously described. In the Northern part the forest is a monsoon forest, whereas in the South 

it is a rain forest. Flora in Thailand is very diverse with many fruit trees, but also flowers. The 

country hosts more than 27,000 different kinds of flowers. Some of Thailand forests and jungles 

are very old as they can reach 160 million years! 4849 Just like the climate and flora, the fauna 

varies from North to South. In 2014, Thailand was home to more than 1,000 different varieties 

of birds, either living there or migrating during some part of the year. Among them, at least 60 

are endangered. 50 Among the entire wide range of animals that Thailand shelters, there are also 

264 different species of mammals. 3 of them are about to extirpate, while 35 other species are 

ranked from threatened to endangered.5152 Finally, Thailand is home to more than 300 different 

species of reptiles and to more than 100 species of amphibian animals. 53 

                                                
46 WWF, Annual Report 2015 (2015). Retrieved from 

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_annual_report_2015.pdf  
47 Wetlands and production landscape (n.d.). Retrieved from 

http://www.wwf.or.th/en/project_in_thailand/wetlands_and_production_landscape/ 
48 La Flore (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/flore_thailande.php  
49 Damiani, J.-P. (2013, October 23rd) Khao Sok, la Thaïlande grandeur nature. Retrieved 

from http://www.routard.com/zoom/cid131591-khao-sok-la-thailande-grandeur-nature.html  
50 La Faune (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/faune_thailande.php  
51 List of mammals in Thailand (n.d.) Retrieved from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mammals_of_Thailand 
52 Bratun, U. (2013, June 28th) Endangered Animals in Thailand : Is it too late for them? 

Retrieved from http://bangkok.travel/endangered-animals-in-thailand-is-it-too-late-for-them  
53 La Faune (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/faune_thailande.php  

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_annual_report_2015.pdf
http://www.wwf.or.th/en/project_in_thailand/wetlands_and_production_landscape/
http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/flore_thailande.php
http://www.routard.com/zoom/cid131591-khao-sok-la-thailande-grandeur-nature.html
http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/faune_thailande.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mammals_of_Thailand
http://bangkok.travel/endangered-animals-in-thailand-is-it-too-late-for-them
http://www.guidethailande.com/articles/nature/faune_thailande.php
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Nevertheless all this incredible biodiversity is threatened by human activities, among which 

mass tourism. Indeed, too many human beings around can cause both a lot of stress and anxiety 

to the animals, but also a change in their natural habitat. Biodiversity, through landscapes, fauna 

and flora, have built Thailand’s reputation in the tourism industry. Indeed, according the 

UNWTO54 the largest part of biodiversity is in emerging countries, which give them an asset 

compared to developed countries. Therefore Thailand needs to preserve and protect it. 

 

3.2 Shortage of water resources 

 

Mass tourism induces a huge and growing demand of products and services, which means 

always more natural resources. Water is the resource without which nothing is possible. 

Nevertheless the water stress is growing year-by-year all over the world thus Thailand is no 

exception.  

 

 

Figure 15: Number of months in which water scarcity > 100% 

Source:https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/599412/GIFT-Report-1-From-

Challenges-to-Solutions.pdf p5 (map of 2012) 

 

                                                
54 UNWTO Tourism and Biodiversity (2011, December). Retrieved from 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/biodiversity.pdf   

https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/599412/GIFT-Report-1-From-Challenges-to-Solutions.pdf
https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/599412/GIFT-Report-1-From-Challenges-to-Solutions.pdf
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/biodiversity.pdf
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As you can see on this map from the Australian Griffith University, Thailand was suffering of 

water scarcity 6 to 8 months in 2012. The country has to better manage its resources as water 

scarcity brings trouble to the whole society: the inhabitants, especially the poorest are concerned, 

as well as the animals and plants, but also agriculture and the industries. Thus it is a major threat 

in the country. 

 

And even though agriculture is the main factor concerning water over consumption, the 

explosion in the number of tourists is increasing the demand of water. Thus, tourism plays a 

significant role in the over consumption of water resources. Indeed, tourists are using a lot of 

water without paying particular attention and the tourism industry has to adjust in order to please 

the customers. For example, hotels with a pool are wasting a lot of water to maintain their 

infrastructure. Even the rooms themselves are wasting a lot, because the tourists are not always 

used to tropical climate and thus turn the air conditioning on very cool. According to Tourism 

Concern, “An average golf course in a tropical country such as Thailand needs 1500kg of 

chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides per year and uses as much water as 60,000 rural 

villagers.” These figures can also be found on the United Nations website. 55 It gives an idea 

of how the tourism industry depletes the water resources. 

 

The following infographics, made by the Australian Griffith University, shows the impact of 

tourism on the water depletion in Asia-Pacific in 2013. 

                                                
55 Tourism’s three main impact areas (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://drustage.unep.org/resourceefficiency/tourisms-three-main-impact-areas 

http://drustage.unep.org/resourceefficiency/tourisms-three-main-impact-areas
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Figure 16: Tourism Water Footprint 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/image/0003/581403/infographic-tourism-water-

footprint-908.jpg 2013 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/business-government/griffith-institute-

tourism/publications/infographics  

 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/image/0003/581403/infographic-tourism-water-footprint-908.jpg
https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/image/0003/581403/infographic-tourism-water-footprint-908.jpg
https://www.griffith.edu.au/business-government/griffith-institute-tourism/publications/infographics
https://www.griffith.edu.au/business-government/griffith-institute-tourism/publications/infographics
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According to these infographics, Thailand’s hotel industry is the second largest water consumer 

among countries in Asia-Pacific, 710 liters of water used per guest night, which is more than 

Australia’s and New Zealand’s altogether. We can also notice that the presence of a swimming 

pool increases the guest water consumption by 33% per night. The threat of lacking water is 

real as water depletion will increase drastically in 2025. 56  

3.3.Massive pollution in the South 

 

Mass tourism induces an overconsumption of products, and also a massive generation of waste. 

That is why tourism industry in Thailand increases pollution which can dangerously damage 

fragile ecosystems; especially in the Southern islands and in the sea environments.57 

Besides, the South is one of the most visited region in Thailand, even though the islands’ size 

are very small compared to the number of tourists they welcome. To access the islands, or to 

do most of the activities offered on holidays, tourists use boats or speed boats to move from 

island to island, or from a beach to another. Nevertheless this kind of transportation is very 

polluting for the very fragile marine ecosystem, and in the end, it threatens both fauna and flora, 

or also coral reefs.  

 

Pollution in the oceans is also due to plastic garbage. According to the non-governmental 

organization Ocean Conservancy, 60% of the plastic garbage that ends in the oceans come only 

from a few South-East Asian countries: China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

 

                                                
56 Suwal, S. (n.d.) Water in crisis – Thailand. Retrived from https://thewaterproject.org/water-

crisis/water-in-crisis-thailand  
57 Olivar, K. (2016, June 28th) Negative impact of Tourism to the Environment. Retrieved 

from http://www.triplepundit.com/podium/negative-impact-tourism-environment/ 

https://thewaterproject.org/water-crisis/water-in-crisis-thailand
https://thewaterproject.org/water-crisis/water-in-crisis-thailand
http://www.triplepundit.com/podium/negative-impact-tourism-environment/
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Figure 17: Awash whith plastic 

Source: Plastic Waste inputs from land into the ocean by Jambeck et al. Science Feb 2015 / 

Data from 2010 

http://cdn.static-economist.com/sites/default/files/images/2015/02/blogs/graphic-

detail/20150221_gdm922_2.png 

 

In Asia in general, people - local but also the tourists, which adapt to what are given to them - 

are very used to use a lot of single-need plastic in daily life. The items usually found in the sea 

are: plastic bags, plastic bottles, plastic cup and plates, straws, food wrappers and cigarettes58.  

According to the French magazine Le Figaro, Thai authorities even had to face a 10-kilometer 

garbage “island” in February 2017.59 This impressive island garbage is supposed to have been 

created by the floods that occurred in the South; which brought the garbage into the sea. It can 

                                                
58 Plastics in the Ocean: How they get there, their impacts and our solution (2016, June  

27th). Retrieved from https://marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/tag/plastics/ 
59 Thaïlande: un kilomètre de détritus en mer. (2017, February 10) Retrieved from  

http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2017/02/10/97001-20170210FILWWW00208-thailande-un-

kilometre-de-detritus-dans-la-mer.php  

http://cdn.static-economist.com/sites/default/files/images/2015/02/blogs/graphic-detail/20150221_gdm922_2.png
http://cdn.static-economist.com/sites/default/files/images/2015/02/blogs/graphic-detail/20150221_gdm922_2.png
https://marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/tag/plastics/
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2017/02/10/97001-20170210FILWWW00208-thailande-un-kilometre-de-detritus-dans-la-mer.php
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2017/02/10/97001-20170210FILWWW00208-thailande-un-kilometre-de-detritus-dans-la-mer.php
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threaten the lives of marine animals (dolphins, turtles…), which may die if they confuse the 

plastic bags with food.  

 

 

Campaign to raise awareness 

"Leather-Back Sea Turtle - Extinction Is Nearing." Web. 07 June 2015. 

https://sites.google.com/a/region15.org/marine-pollution/home  

 

Finally, what most people don’t know if that 95% of the garbage is under the surface. 60 Like 

an iceberg, people can only see the little part of the problem. Even if this phenomenon was the 

                                                
60 Environnement, une île de déchets plastiques dans le golfe deThailand (2017, February 

14th) Retrieved from http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-

plastiques-pollution-ile   

https://sites.google.com/a/region15.org/marine-pollution/home
http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-plastiques-pollution-ile
http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-plastiques-pollution-ile
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first of its type according to the authorities, the pollution on the beach in the islands is real; as 

you can observe on this Youtube video of Koh Phi Phi island61. The images were filmed in 

August 2015, and we can see the damages caused to the island and its environment. The sea 

brings back what was thrown on the beach, or even in the sea. 

 

Overcrowding is so bad in the South that in order to protect the environment from destruction 

some of the islands were closed to public. Koh Tachai, a beautiful island located on the 

Andaman Sea, was closed to tourism in October 2016 in order to preserve the island, its fauna 

and flora from pollution and the huge “waves” of tourists that were too many to come. No one 

does even live on Koh Tachai, nevertheless the island used to welcome over 1,000 tourists per 

day! However, the ecosystems of the island could support less than 100 per day according to 

the specialists. Overcrowding was so intense, that it put a strain on the ecosystem and on the 

natural resources, which were not able to regenerate fast enough. According to the director in 

charge of the natural parks preservation “We must close to allow the regeneration of the 

environment on the island and in the sea, before the damage become irreversible”.62 Three other 

islands near Phuket were closed as well. Indeed, according to the authorities, up to 60 boats per 

day were going to islands, and only 20% of the reefs had not been yet spoilt. The land was also 

massively degraded there.63 

 

Unfortunately, a lot of islands are concerned by the exact same problems of overcrowding, just 

like Phuket (please see the video from the German Newswebsite http://www.dw.com/en/mass-

tourism-is-damaging-thailands-paradise/av-37880702) or like the famous Maya Bay Beach of 

                                                
61 Polluted beach on Phi Phi island August 2015, environmental pollution in Thailand (2015, 

August 23rd) Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUSkBPuzFzY 
62 La Thaïlande ferme une île adorée par les touristes (2016, May 18th)  

Retrieved from http://www.ouest-

france.fr/leditiondusoir/data/748/reader/reader.html#!preferred/1/package/748/pub/749/page/5 
63 McMah, L. (2016, May 26th) Here are three more places you can’t visit in Thailand 

anymore. Retrieved from http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/asia/here-are-three-

more-places-you-cant-visit-in-thailand-anymore/news-

story/7329c8150749ee25d4234a3c3f178c30  

http://www.dw.com/en/mass-tourism-is-damaging-thailands-paradise/av-37880702
http://www.dw.com/en/mass-tourism-is-damaging-thailands-paradise/av-37880702
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUSkBPuzFzY
http://www.ouest-france.fr/leditiondusoir/data/748/reader/reader.html#!preferred/1/package/748/pub/749/page/5
http://www.ouest-france.fr/leditiondusoir/data/748/reader/reader.html#!preferred/1/package/748/pub/749/page/5
http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/asia/here-are-three-more-places-you-cant-visit-in-thailand-anymore/news-story/7329c8150749ee25d4234a3c3f178c30
http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/asia/here-are-three-more-places-you-cant-visit-in-thailand-anymore/news-story/7329c8150749ee25d4234a3c3f178c30
http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/asia/here-are-three-more-places-you-cant-visit-in-thailand-anymore/news-story/7329c8150749ee25d4234a3c3f178c30
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Koh Phi Phi Ley. 64  Finally, Southern part of Thailand also hosts once a month the 

internationally famed “Full Moon Party”. Each Full Moon party welcomes between 10,000 and 

30,000 people on a tiny beach that measures less than 2 km of length. Every time the pollution 

is very high as the tourists abandoned all their waste and garbage - mostly alcohol bottles - on 

the sand.65 

 

Thus, we can notice that tourism industry is very polluting in two main different ways: 

 The tourists pollute directly, and often don’t respect the rules. 

They don’t pay attention to the environment, or even don’t care; and don’t throw their own 

garbage away. This mostly directly goes in the environment. They also feed or touch the animals 

while it is strictly forbidden. 

 The tourists pollute indirectly. 

Their transportations (sewage from boats), accommodations (use of fossil energies and 

overconsumption of water; wastewater ending up in the sea) and activities (diving…) are 

polluting and disturbing the wildlife. The government doesn’t take care enough of sorting and 

recycling the garbage so that huge mountains of garbage grow on the lands and coasts with no 

solutions.66 

3.4.Tourism can be a threat for animals 

 

Tourists seek more and more activities of all kind. Cultural visits, temples, cooking lessons, 

diving lessons, getting rest in a cozy place… All is done to make tourists comfortable and to 

make them enjoy their stay and also spending their money of course. When tourists go to a 

                                                
64 La Thaïlande ferme une île pour la sauver des touristes (2016, May 18th) Retrieved from 

http://www.courrierinternational.com/article/environnement-la-thailande-ferme-une-ile-pour-

la-sauver-des-touristes 
65 Campbell, C. (2013, July 8th) Thailand’s Full Moon Parties Have Become A Trashy 

Disgrace. Retrieved from http://world.time.com/2013/07/08/thailands-full-moon-parties-

have-become-a-trashy-disgrace/  
66 Dubus, A. (2017, February 17th) Une île de déchets plastique dans le Golfe de Thaïlande. 

Retrieved from http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-plastiques-

pollution-ile  

http://www.courrierinternational.com/article/environnement-la-thailande-ferme-une-ile-pour-la-sauver-des-touristes
http://www.courrierinternational.com/article/environnement-la-thailande-ferme-une-ile-pour-la-sauver-des-touristes
http://world.time.com/2013/07/08/thailands-full-moon-parties-have-become-a-trashy-disgrace/
http://world.time.com/2013/07/08/thailands-full-moon-parties-have-become-a-trashy-disgrace/
http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-plastiques-pollution-ile
http://www.rfi.fr/asie-pacifique/20170214-golfe-thailande-dechets-plastiques-pollution-ile
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completely unknown environment, they want to discover everything, and seeing tropical 

animals is also part of it. The animals are not always wild, unfortunately, and as there is a 

lucrative demand, the activities are offered to the tourists. 

 

Among them can be mentioned elephant riding activities. Elephants are impressive animals, 

that people respect and it is naturally obvious that tourists want to see them, or even touch them 

or ride them. Nevertheless, Asian elephants are endangered67. In fact, the population were as 

high as 400,000 Asian elephants in 1900 only in Thailand according to the organization Animal 

Activist Alliance. One quarter of them were captive. Nowadays the country counts only 6,000 

elephants including 4,000 captive elephants. (please see this video about elephant abuse in 

Thailand. Beware as the film is quite shocking https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcvGGe-

zpIA). With the rise in demand of elephant-related activities, tourism industry is threatening the 

number of wild elephants due to capture and thus of elephants in general - as it is very difficult 

to maintain a species entirely captive. Despite the fact that elephants as the other animals need 

quietude and space, the main problem and current controversy is the way elephants are treated 

to satisfy the tourists. In order to make them obey to their “mahout” (owner), and to make them 

learn tricks to show to the tourists, the elephants have to train hard. The training starts as they 

still are babies and look more alike cruel abuse or even torture: separated from their mother 

when they were babies, they will all their life be beaten with wooden or iron peaks, starved or 

tied to trees.68 

 

In the end, elephants are mentally broken and performed all their life being ridden; painting; 

making tricks; being showed in parties; with always the fear of being hurt and beaten. Most of 

the tourists are not aware of the treatment that elephants face in Thailand and in South-East 

Asia in general. Tourism industry is not the only threat to elephants; but if it was regulated 

tourism could protect them against forced labor or hunt and then save them. Some sanctuaries 

                                                
67 Eléphants d’Asie (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.wwf.fr/nos_priorites/especes_menacees/identifier_les_especes_prioritaires/elepha

nts/elephants_d_asie/ 
68 Can elephant tourism be ethical? (2016, February 2nd) Retrieved from 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/Can-elephant-tourism-be-ethical/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcvGGe-zpIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcvGGe-zpIA
http://www.wwf.fr/nos_priorites/especes_menacees/identifier_les_especes_prioritaires/elephants/elephants_d_asie/
http://www.wwf.fr/nos_priorites/especes_menacees/identifier_les_especes_prioritaires/elephants/elephants_d_asie/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/Can-elephant-tourism-be-ethical/
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are aiming to protect them were created, but as long as the business is very lucrative, this won’t 

end. 

 

“A baby elephant braces for a hit during a training session in a Karen village in Burma. Burmese 

Karen mahouts near the Thai border operate a clandestine and illegal trade network smuggling 

elephants into Thailand to be sold to mahouts for the Thai tourism industry” 

http://photoblog.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/03/03/6180772-baby-elephant-tortured-into-

submission-before-illegal-smuggling-from-burma-to-thailand  

 

Other animals also suffer from human mistreatment due to tourism industry in Thailand. 

For example, since a few years, more and more people are interested in taking pictures with 

tigers. Thus, according to an article from the British newspaper The Telegraph: “Care for the 

Wild has uncovered evidence of their involvement in the trafficking of endangered animals, 

http://photoblog.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/03/03/6180772-baby-elephant-tortured-into-submission-before-illegal-smuggling-from-burma-to-thailand
http://photoblog.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/03/03/6180772-baby-elephant-tortured-into-submission-before-illegal-smuggling-from-burma-to-thailand
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illegal breeding and the mistreatment of tigers. Rumors also abound that the tigers are drugged 

to keep them docile.”69 

 

Indeed, tourism is involved tiger traffic, thus endangering this species. Only one species of 

tigers is originated from Thailand and the neighbouring countries: Indochinese tigers. This 

species is nonetheless one of the most threatened as only 30% of the total number of 

Indochinese tigers remained compared to 10 years ago 70 , which represents around 350 

individuals according to WWF.  

 

The final threat of wild animals, besides the trafficking and mistreatment of elephants and tigers 

among others, are the disruptive intrusions of the tourists in their natural habitat. Tourists want 

to see them, or even to touch them but it still is a source of stress for the animals, even if the 

tourists don’t think they will disturb them. As an example, tourists try to touch the sea animals 

when diving or snorkeling. They also fed the animals which isn’t good for them as they will 

become dependent on human beings. Besides, feeding animals is completely forbidden but 

tourists keep doing it in order to be able to take pictures closer to the animals or even selfies. 

Animal’s health can be sustainably threaten through such practices. Very often stories are told 

in newspaper about sick animals due to tourists. For example in Thailand a turtle was found 

with more than 900 coins in her stomach71 and an obese 26-kilogramms monkey has to be put 

on a diet in order to restore his health. 72 

 

                                                
69 Cobaj, L. (2014, October 22nd) Tiger mauls tourist in Phuket tiger park. Retrieved from 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-

tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/  
70 Indochinese tiger (n.d.)  

Retrieved from https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/indochinese-tiger  
71 More than 900 coins removed from turtle's stomach in Thailand (2017, March 6th) 

Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/more-than-900-

coins-removed-from-turtles-stomach-in-thailand 
72 Obese Thai monkey who got big on tourists' junk food placed on strict diet (2017, May 

19th) Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/19/obese-monkey-

thailand-uncle-fat-diet 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/indochinese-tiger
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/more-than-900-coins-removed-from-turtles-stomach-in-thailand
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/more-than-900-coins-removed-from-turtles-stomach-in-thailand
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/19/obese-monkey-thailand-uncle-fat-diet
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/19/obese-monkey-thailand-uncle-fat-diet
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To sum up, human activities related to tourism can cause real damages on animals in Thailand 

and even in the world. Tourists represents a huge source of stress in the natural environment 

and can disturb the animals’ diet. Furthermore, due to miscommunication, animals can be under 

mistreatments and abuse due to animal trafficking. Finally, some serious incidents can happen 

to the tourists as the animals can attack them. Due to the mistreatments, some animals become 

socially disturbed and can be very aggressive or uncontrolled. It sometimes lead to tragic 

mauling like that tourist attacked by a tiger73 or this British tourist killed by an elephant.74 

All these troubles are more and more highlighted through newspapers and scandals reported by 

environmental associations. It gives a negative image to the country and could lead to 

conscience awakening in the countries of origin of the potential tourists; and then to a real action 

from the authorities and the local people to prevent from such behaviors. 

3.5.Climate change and its future impacts on Thailand and on its tourism 

industry 

 

3.5.1.Tourism contributes to global warming and thus to climate change 

 

Tourism contributes to increase climate change through notably global warming. Indeed, 

according to UNWTO, 5% of the CO2 in the atmosphere come from the tourism industry. From 

the total CO2 emissions caused by tourism, the three quarters are due to transportation; and air 

transportation alone represents 40% of the total. One fifth of the total emissions caused by 

tourism comes from accommodation and hotels, and finally between 3 and 5% represents the 

impact of the tourists’ activities.75 

                                                
73 Cobaj, L. (2014, October 22nd) Tiger mauls tourist in Phuket tiger park. Retrieved from 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-

tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/  
74 Thai elephant attack puts spotlight on abuses in animal tourism trade (2016, February 4th) 

Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/04/thai-elephant-attack-

spotlight-abuses-animal-tourism 
75 FAQ – Climate Change and Tourism (n.d.) Retrieved from http://sdt.unwto.org/content/faq-

climate-change-and-tourism  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/thailand/phuket/articles/Tiger-mauls-tourist-in-Phuket-tiger-park/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/04/thai-elephant-attack-spotlight-abuses-animal-tourism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/04/thai-elephant-attack-spotlight-abuses-animal-tourism
http://sdt.unwto.org/content/faq-climate-change-and-tourism
http://sdt.unwto.org/content/faq-climate-change-and-tourism
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Figure 18: Contribution of various tourism sub-sectors to CO2 emissions. 

“Climate Change and Tourism: Responding to Global Challenges”, UNEP and UNWTO, 2007 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/climatechange.pdf  

 

 

Thus, it means the global emissions of CO2 can be reduced if a consequent effort is made in 

this particular sector. Nevertheless, reducing impact on the CO2 emissions and try to fight 

climate change is often seen as negative as it implies to spend a lot of money, and to lose some. 

Indeed, mass tourism is very lucrative and professionals don’t want to make it stop. But they 

don’t see that climate change and global warming could affect durably their businesses. 

 

3.5.2. Climate change will negatively affect Thailand and its tourism sector 

 

Climate change will sustainably affect Thailand, in general for the country but also the sector 

of tourism. According to the following map, the country won’t be affected equally by the 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/climatechange.pdf


‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

44 

 

climate change, but that almost all the country will be affected, from South to North, especially 

the region near Bangkok and the Southern and the Western parts. 

 

 

Figure 19 : Climatic hazard map of South-East Asia (2009) 

“Climatic hazard maps for five climate related risks-tropical cyclones, floods, landslides, 

droughts, and sea level rise are generated.” 

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/7864_asiaclimatechangevulnera[1].jpg 

Source(s):Economy and Environment Program for Southeast Asia (EEPSEA); International 

Development Research Center (IDRC) 

 

Which climatic hazards and phenomenon in particular would happen more often in Thailand 

with climate change? 

 

 

 

about:blank
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3.5.2.1.Floods 

 

Thailand is already subject to important floods. Especially during the monsoon season as the 

quantity of rain is very important in the country. With the global warming, the intensity and the 

number of rain days will increase, increasing as well the probability of severe floods. 

2011 was synonymous with devastation in Thailand. Indeed, enormous flooding occurred and 

killed around 800 people, for a cost of $40 billion of US dollars, and destroyed millions of 

home.76 The 2011 floods hit 27 provinces, and in particular Bangkok due to the rise of its river 

level and of its canal level within the megalopolis. Floods destroy everything and create a lot 

of social and economic problems. The increase in severe floods happening to the country is one 

of the major threat the country has to deal with. According to a study based the data from the 

World Bank in 2009, Thailand is even the 9th country the most threatened by the increase of 

floods due to climate change.77 

3.5.2.2.Droughts  

 

Paradoxically, the other major threat is severe droughts that directly impact all the country 

especially through the agricultural system and the destruction of ecological environments. 

Droughts come with an important water scarcity and dry out the soils, causing important 

damages to the agricultural sector in Thailand. In fact, agriculture is important as it prevents the 

country from starvation, but also enables Thailand to export its rice to other countries that could 

have the same problems. 

 

                                                
76 Naruchaikusol, S. (2016, June) Climate change and its impact in Thailand. Retrieved from 

http://www.transre.org/files/3114/6522/5151/Climate_Change_in_Thailand_TransRe_Fact_S

heet_No.2.pdf  
77 Twelve countries on climate change hit-list. (2009, July 8th). Retrieved from 

http://www.irinnews.org/news/2009/07/08  

http://www.transre.org/files/3114/6522/5151/Climate_Change_in_Thailand_TransRe_Fact_Sheet_No.2.pdf
http://www.transre.org/files/3114/6522/5151/Climate_Change_in_Thailand_TransRe_Fact_Sheet_No.2.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/news/2009/07/08


‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

46 

 

 

Figure 20 Risks areas for droughts in Thailand 

factsheet-the-water-sector-in-thailand-3.pdf  

 

As we can see on the map, the risk areas for droughts would be: 

 the Mekong region, which who would cause dramatic environmental issues as the region 

has a very rich wetlands ecosystem, combined with a rich biodiversity;  

 the central area from Bangkok to Chiang Mai, which hit a majority of big cities and cause 

wastewater important problems;  

 and the Southern part, which would destroy ecosystems, would destroy the soils and highly 

impact tourism economy. Indeed, the tourism industry would not have enough water (as the 

tourists are huge consumer of water) and that could cause social tensions between local 

populations and the hotel industry. 
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In 2014 and 2016 the country faced the most severe drought since 2004. Every year the rainy 

season started later as it was supposed to, leading to serious problems concerning the water 

resources.78 Thus, it affects agriculture in the first place, as Thailand needs huge quantity of 

water to grow its rice but not only.79 Indeed, the drought affects also directly tourism as a 

shortage in water resources impacts directly the nature. For example, some waterfalls that used 

to draw a lots of tourists in the mountain regions are drying as the water flux is shrinking.80 

3.5.2.3.Sea level rise 

 

Sea level rise is an issue for Thailand on the long term, so has to be tackled, but it is not the first 

threat for Thailand; nor Thailand will be the country the most at risk. 

 

When considering a global warming of 2°C, the sea level would rise by 6 meters according to 

the magazine Science. If that case unfortunately end up happening, it would affect the lands 

where currently 9,000 million of Thai people live, representing 13% of the country’s total 

population in 2015. If we look at the ranking according to the populations living in impacted 

areas (with today’s figures for population), Thailand is the 12th country the most at risk.81 

An institute in Germany made a new study, in which the global warming could reach up to 

12°C due to the consumption of all the fuels. Even if very unlikely to happen for now, if such 

a case would happen, the sea level would go up by 60m which means the whole Bangkok would 

vanish and some islands and coastal areas too. 

                                                
78 Cuzin, F. (2014, May 9th) La Thaïlande bientôt confrontée à une pénurie d’eau. Retrieved 

from https://www.thailande-fr.com/societe/environnement/30317-thailande-bientot-face-

penurie-deau 
79 Vanesse, C. (2016, March 2nd) En attendant la pluie, la sécheresse continue de sévir en 

Thaïlande. Retrieved from http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/actualite/239678-

climat-en-attendant-la-pluie-la-secheresse-continue-de-sevir-en-thailande 
80 Plusieurs attractions touristiques sont à sec. (2016, February 19th) Retrieved from 

http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/en-bref/238551-secheresse-plusieurs-

attractions-touristiques-sont-a-sec  
81 Kahn, B. (2015, July 9th) Sea level could rise at least 6 meters. Retrieved from 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/sea-level-could-rise-at-least-6-meters/  

https://www.thailande-fr.com/societe/environnement/30317-thailande-bientot-face-penurie-deau
https://www.thailande-fr.com/societe/environnement/30317-thailande-bientot-face-penurie-deau
http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/actualite/239678-climat-en-attendant-la-pluie-la-secheresse-continue-de-sevir-en-thailande
http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/actualite/239678-climat-en-attendant-la-pluie-la-secheresse-continue-de-sevir-en-thailande
http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/en-bref/238551-secheresse-plusieurs-attractions-touristiques-sont-a-sec
http://www.lepetitjournal.com/bangkok/accueil/en-bref/238551-secheresse-plusieurs-attractions-touristiques-sont-a-sec
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/sea-level-could-rise-at-least-6-meters/
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Figure 21: 60 meters level rise in South Asia 

http://www.dw.com/en/worst-case-scenario-for-sea-level-rise-no-more-new-york-berlin-or-

shanghai/a-18714345  

 

In order to see the threats of sea level rise, a geoscience website created a map where the readers 

can choose the sea level rise between 0m to 60m and see the damages to any country in the 

world. 82 It thus enables to see the initial territory of Thailand and the damages caused by the 

climate change. 

3.5.2.4.Sea warming 

 

Sea warming also causes some damages to Thailand marine environment and thus to tourism. 

According to an article from the American news channel CNN, more and more corals in 

Thailand are bleaching. Only 20% of some coral reefs haven’t bleached… at least for now. This 

is a disaster for the local ecosystems. Thus the authorities decided to close some famous diving 

                                                
82 Global Sea Level Rise Map (n.d.) Retrieved from http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/ 

http://www.dw.com/en/worst-case-scenario-for-sea-level-rise-no-more-new-york-berlin-or-shanghai/a-18714345
http://www.dw.com/en/worst-case-scenario-for-sea-level-rise-no-more-new-york-berlin-or-shanghai/a-18714345
http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/


‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

49 

 

spots to preserve it. 83 If it continues, tourists won’t be able to dive or snorkel, or if they can, 

they won’t see anything anymore. 

3.5.2.5.Other natural disasters 

 

Thailand can also undergo typhoons, tropical cyclones or landslides. With climate change, the 

probability they happen will be more likely and more often.84 Therefore, climatic hazards 

brought by climate change; floods, droughts, sea level rise, sea warming could weaken really 

hard the country thus Thailand should fight against it. 

 

3.6.Conclusion 

 

Thailand is, as we have seen previously, extremely vulnerable to natural disasters due to its 

location and tropical climate. Climate change and global warming would increase these 

phenomena: it would provoke only more destructions within natural but also urban areas; would 

impoverish the local populations; may lead to starvation or to a major lack of water for the 

poorest; would damage biodiversity and ecosystems and would threaten endangered species. 

Thus it could strengthen the political instability, and would be an economic disaster for the 

country as agriculture and tourism, which both represent an important part of the GDP, would 

be seriously hit. Therefore, Thailand should try to fight as much as she can against climate 

change; through fighting against pollution, through better recycling and water management etc. 

That is why all the efforts have to be taken into account, and the efforts within Thailand’s 

tourism industry are necessary, as tourism contributes directly to climate change. Besides, 

tourism depends on ecosystems and biodiversity, and on infrastructures to welcome the tourists. 

Thus, natural disasters can sustainably bring major issues to the tourism industry. Tourism 

                                                
83 Olarn, K. and Yu, E. (2016, May 27th) Thailand closes diving sites over coral bleaching 

crisis. Retrieved from http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/27/travel/thailand-dive-sites-coral-

bleaching/  
84 List of disasters in Thailand (n.d.) Retrieved from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_disasters_in_Thailand  

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/27/travel/thailand-dive-sites-coral-bleaching/
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/27/travel/thailand-dive-sites-coral-bleaching/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_disasters_in_Thailand
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industrials must be aware of these major issues for their own sake; thus they will be motivated 

in taking care of their country, environment and people. If nothing is done it will directly impact 

the country, the people but also the lucrative business of tourism. 

 

Concerning the problems that are dissociated from climate change, such as animals’ threats or 

preserving the ecosystems: if nothing is done to change the practices, it will have several effects 

on the tourism industry in Thailand. 

 Short term effect: giving a really bad image of the country abroad, as people’s awareness is 

rising, thanks to social media and the fast digital communications. Potential tourists could 

choose to boycott the country on purpose. Tourists’ habits and concerns are nowadays changing, 

as the world get more and more concerned about environment and biodiversity. 

 Long term effect: protecting animals and biodiversity is important as it represents a complete 

ecosystems, whose balance is very fragile. If a species or an ecosystem disappear, it will have 

impact on other species of animals and plants and can create a snowball effect. Thus, it is very 

important to preserve the environmental balance as it is. Besides, if the country destroys its 

natural beauty and diversity, tourists would rather go to other countries that can fit their needs. 

For example divers will prefer go in better preserved countries if all the corals bleached in 

Thailand. 

3.7.Conclusion parts 2 and 3: SWOT Analysis of Thailand’s tourism 

 

The acronym SWOT means Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. It is a strategic 

tool in order to make a diagnosis of an industry, a company or a project.85 We will proceed here 

to a SWOT analysis of the tourism in Thailand, in order to have a better overview of the industry 

and also to understand what can be improved for the country, based on the previous parts of 

this thesis and on the Thailand Tourism Report pages 7 and 8.  

 

 

 

                                                
85 Swot Analysis (n.d.) Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SWOT_analysis  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SWOT_analysis
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Strengths Weaknesses 

 

- Famous destination 

 

- Well located in the center of Southeastern 

Asia 

 

- Easily accessible from all over the world 

thanks to good transportations (flights, trains 

and busses) 

 

- Diversity of landscapes and activities for 

each type of tourists 

 

- Investments from the government in this 

industry 

 

 

- The country doesn’t preserve enough its 

environment and cultural sites, which could 

lead to degrade these 

 

- Other countries in South-East Asia develop 

their tourism very fast and could attract the 

potential tourists 

 

- The Northeastern region doesn’t welcome 

many tourists as the transportations network 

is not enough developed 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities Threats 

 

- Transportation networks are modernized 

and will draw more tourists 

 

- More tourists are coming and always 

spending more (e.g. Chinese tourists) which 

will give more money to improve this 

industry 

 

 

- Natural disasters that can destroy hard 

some part of the country and affect tourism 

(tsunami, flood) 

 

- Not enough protection measures are taken 

to protect biodiversity and environment, it 

sustainably affects the image of the country 

abroad 

 

- Unrest due to politics: the putsch of 2014 

and the death of the King can affect the 

country 

 

- Terrorist attacks in the Southern region 

 

 

 

With this overview, it is easier to visualize all the aspects of tourism in Thailand. Thailand has 

a very well established tourism, which guarantees huge cash receipts and thus help the country 

to develop. Besides, tourism is supposed to grow a lot in the next few years. Nevertheless, 

tourism brought also very negative issues, especially concerning pollutions, waste in natural 
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resources or increase of the climate change, many due to uncontrolled and uncontrollable mass 

tourism, that can have devastated effect on the long term.  

 

Therefore, in order to reconcile economic growth and development with environment and 

biodiversity, Thailand truly needs to have a long-term vision for tourism for 2 reasons: 

 to protect the country, the people, the resources and biodiversity 

 to compete with countries offering similar attractions. 

  

How to reconcile economic growth and development with environment and biodiversity? 

 

“It is vital for tourism destinations […] to anticipate the coming changes and to draw their 

consequences, starting now. [Adaptation] is a long-term project that must be anticipated and 

carefully prepared beforehand; it is not easy to see this through successfully, because it entails, 

all at the same time, modifying economic circuits, introducing new technologies, carrying out 

intensive training, investing in the creation of new products, […] changing the minds of public 

authorities, entrepreneurs, host communities and tourists.”  

Francesco Frangialli, UNWTO Secretary-General, 2007  

Source: Adaptation to Climate Change in the Tourism Sector (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/adaptationtoclimatechangeonthetourismsector08-

01-2009.pdf  

4.The example of Costa Rica: How Thailand could implement 

similar projects and politics for its own tourism? 

4.1.Introduction 

 

Just as it was explained in the Literature Review, ecotourism could be an appropriate answer in 

order to tackle the major environmental issues brought by mass tourism in Thailand. 

 

http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/adaptationtoclimatechangeonthetourismsector08-01-2009.pdf
http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/docpdf/adaptationtoclimatechangeonthetourismsector08-01-2009.pdf
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As was said before, 2017 is the year dedicated to the development of sustainable tourism. A 

fact that is very interesting about it, is that the special ambassador chosen to represent this 

special year is Luis Solis, the President of Costa Rica himself!86 

In fact, Costa Rica is considered as a pioneer for sustainable tourism and in particular 

ecotourism, and also as one with a “true” ecotourism - as some are now trying to look 

sustainable and green but in reality it is more a marketing communication campaign. 

 

“We are confident that the President will be an excellent bearer of the message of the 

International Year of Sustainable Tourism, inspiring nations to support the UN’s tourism 

organization in raising awareness of the contribution of sustainable tourism to development, 

and involving various stakeholders to transform the sector into a catalyst for positive change” 

Taleb Rifai, Secretary-General, World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Source: Anders, W. (2017, April 10th) Costa Rican President Solís Named Special 

Ambassador for UN Tourism Organization. Retrieved from http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-

president-solis-named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/ 

 

Costa Rica is a small country in Central America that has taken several exemplary initiatives: 

the country has not exploited its oil on its territories, and wants to achieve carbon neutrality and 

energy autonomy by 2021. With the implementation of policies concerning renewable energies, 

reforestation, protected areas, and of course ecotourism, Costa Rica implemented a pioneering 

policy on the protection of the environment. How could Thailand get inspiration from the 

initiatives of this tiny country? 

4.2.Why should we compare this two countries? 

 

Before learning more about ecotourism in Costa Rica, first the similarities between the two 

countries will be compared. Indeed, even though the most singular differences between 

Thailand and Costa Rica are the population (68.2 millions vs 4.87 millions), the size (513,120 

                                                
86 Anders, W. (2017, April 10th) Costa Rican President Solís Named Special Ambassador for 

UN Tourism Organization. Retrieved from http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-president-solis-

named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/ 

http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-president-solis-named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/
http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-president-solis-named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/
http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-president-solis-named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/
http://news.co.cr/costa-rican-president-solis-named-special-ambassador-un-tourism-organization/59123/
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km2 vs 51,100 km2) and the number of tourists per year (29.881 millions vs 2.665 millions), 

the two countries have a lot in common.87888990 

Similarities Costa Rica Thailand 

HDI 201591 0.776 (ranked 66th) 0.740 (ranked 87th) 

GDP per Capita 1990 

(Purchasing Power 

Parity)92 

US $ 5,033 

 

US $ 4,299 

GDP per Capita 2015 

(Purchasing Power Parity) 

US $ 15,595 

 

US $ 16,340 

Main exportations abroad Agriculture, high tech and 

tourism 

Agriculture, electronics, 

tourism 

Location  Central in the Americas 

 

 Between Pacific Ocean 

and the Caribbean Sea 

 Crossroads in South-East 

Asia 

 Between Andaman Sea 

and the Gulf of Thailand 

Climate Tropical and subtropical Tropical 

Landscapes Forests, volcanos, 

mountains, coasts 

Forests, mountains, coasts 

Even the flags 

  

 

                                                
87 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook, Thailand (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html  
88 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook, Costa Rica (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html  
89 Figures year by year retrieved from 

http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276 

(remark: 2559 is 2016 according to Thai calendar) 
90 Barquero, M. (n.d.) País logra récords en divisas y visitantes por el turismo. Retrieved 

from http://www.nacion.com/economia/indicadores/Pais-records-divisas-visitantes-

turismo_0_1536846337.html  
91 United Nations development Programme, Human Development Reports (n.d.) Retrieved 

from http://hdr.undp.org/en/indicators/137506 
92 The World Bank, GDP per Capita, PPP (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html
http://tourism2.tourism.go.th/home/listcontent/11/221/276
http://www.nacion.com/economia/indicadores/Pais-records-divisas-visitantes-turismo_0_1536846337.html
http://www.nacion.com/economia/indicadores/Pais-records-divisas-visitantes-turismo_0_1536846337.html
http://hdr.undp.org/en/indicators/137506
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD
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Thailand and Costa Rica share a lot of similarities, among which, the biodiversity, landscapes 

and thus most of the tourists’ activities: trekking in the mountains (or volcanoes for Costa Rica), 

discovering nature and jungle, diving, snorkeling, surfing among many others. Costa Rica 

values its ecological resources economically: the coastline has many resorts and surf spots. The 

Pacific coast is more opened to tourism than the Caribbean coast, as the Eastern part of the 

country is covered with swamp plains and mangroves. In total, the country has 1300 km of 

coasts. 93 

 

 

Map of tourist activities in Costa Rica. Source: Google Image 

 

As Costa Rica is a pioneer concerning ecotourism, the case of this tiny South American country 

can help to draw conclusion of what Thailand could implement to follow Costa Rica’s example. 

Costa Rica has embarked on ecotourism, long-term tourism, which does not degrade the natural 

                                                
93 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook, Costa Rica (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html
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and human environment, contributes to the preservation of the resource and aims to improve 

the living conditions of the local populations. 

4.3 Biodiversity in Costa Rica 

 

Costa Rica is home to an exceptional biodiversity, as well for the fauna as for the flora, due to 

the multiplicity of ecosystems. Indeed, the tiny country shelter 6%94 of all the animal species 

known all over the world, on a territory of only 51,000km2 95 Among them, over 230 known 

mammals have been identified, as well as more than 850 different birds, more than 220 reptiles96 

around 1600 different fish. Concerning Costa Rica’s flora, between 11,000 and 13,000 have 

been identified. 97  Costa Rica has there an incredibly rich natural heritage. One of the main 

threats and hazards for its biodiversity and environment is deforestation, notably through 

agriculture. An interesting fact is that Costa Rica never really suffered from mass tourism, as 

the country implemented ecotourism very early. 

4.4.Ecotourism in Costa Rica 

 

4.4.1.Natural parks and reserves 

 

In order to preserve its amazing biodiversity, this small Central American country started to 

implement an ecotourism policy in the 1980s with the creation of many protected areas: national 

parks, biological zones, nature reserves. All of this now covers 25% of Costa Rican territory 

                                                
94 About Costa Rica, Costa Rica at a glance (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.costarica-

embassy.org/?q=node/19 
95 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook, Costa Rica (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html 
96 Bertin, M.-A. and Lefebvre S. (n.d.) La biodiversité du Costa Rica en Chiffres. Retrieved 

from http://www.exode-

tropical.com/menu_vertical/fiches_pedagogiques/fiches_thematiques/Costa_Rica/pdf/fiche_c

harte_biodiversite.pdf 
97 Costa Rica, Une référence de l’écotourisme. (2008, July 30th) Retrieved from 

http://www.voyageons-autrement.com/ecotourisme-au-costa-rica.html  

http://www.costarica-embassy.org/?q=node/19
http://www.costarica-embassy.org/?q=node/19
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cs.html
http://www.exode-tropical.com/menu_vertical/fiches_pedagogiques/fiches_thematiques/Costa_Rica/pdf/fiche_charte_biodiversite.pdf
http://www.exode-tropical.com/menu_vertical/fiches_pedagogiques/fiches_thematiques/Costa_Rica/pdf/fiche_charte_biodiversite.pdf
http://www.exode-tropical.com/menu_vertical/fiches_pedagogiques/fiches_thematiques/Costa_Rica/pdf/fiche_charte_biodiversite.pdf
http://www.voyageons-autrement.com/ecotourisme-au-costa-rica.html
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representing approximately 13,000 km2, and Costa Rica is the 1st country in the world for 

ecotourism. 98 

 

 

Figure 22: Map of national parks in Costa Rica 2010 

Source: Retrieved from http://costarica-information.com/nature/national-parks-other-

protected-areas/national-parks/  

 

                                                
98 Les parcs nationaux du Costa Rica (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.costarica-

nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-

Nationaux.htm  

http://costarica-information.com/nature/national-parks-other-protected-areas/national-parks/
http://costarica-information.com/nature/national-parks-other-protected-areas/national-parks/
http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
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Around 160 protected areas have been created in Costa Rica, with the goals of managing the 

natural resources, in particular water, and also conserving biodiversity and landscapes.99 All the 

26 natural parks and the protected areas are managed by MINAE - the Ministry of Environment, 

Energy and Telecommunications - through its department SINAC, the National System of 

Conservation Areas. SINAC was created in 1994 for the goal of preservation of Costa Rica 

biodiversity.100 

 

Tortuguero, “the land of turtles” is a good example of how the preservations’ measures saved a 

threatened ecosystem. During the last century, Tortuguero has been threatened at least twice. 

First by the logging companies, which employed the locals to cut down trees in the 1950s, to 

sell them to foreign companies. In fact, this area was full of gigantic trees, which made them 

very coveted. Fortunately, before destroying all the forest of Tortuguero, the companies went 

bust, and the locals went back to the fields. The second main threat, was the fact that an 

American doctor noticed the turtles were endangered. Indeed, they were killed by locals to be 

eaten or sold for a good price. In 1966, Costa Rica decided to forbidden any hunting or stealing 

of wild turtle eggs in the whole country. Finally, in 1975 the national park was created, of a bit 

more than 800 km2. Nowadays, the preservation project to save turtles has identified more than 

30,000 turtles in Tortuguero, whose turtle’s population grew by 500%, as the 35-km beach 

where they lay their eggs is protected and dedicated to them.101 The initiatives of creating 

national parks always helped incredibly the preservation of nature and biodiversity.  

                                                
99 Les parcs nationaux du Costa Rica (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.costarica-

nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-

Nationaux.htm 
100 Retrieved from http://www.sinac.go.cr/EN-US/Pages/default.aspx  
101 Van Velzer, R. (2014, January 27th) How conservation saved Tortuguero. Retrieved from 

https://www.costarica.com/blog/how-conservation-saved-tortuguero/  

http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
http://www.costarica-nature.org/FRANCAIS/infos_generales_Costa_Rica/Fiches_Infos/Parcs-Nationaux/Parcs-Nationaux.htm
http://www.sinac.go.cr/EN-US/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.costarica.com/blog/how-conservation-saved-tortuguero/
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Tortuguero National Park 

Google Image 

4.4.2. Government’s programs and incentives 

 

ICT, (Instituto Costarricense de Turismo), the Costa Rican Tourism Board, is the official 

government department in charge of the promotion of tourism, including sustainable tourism 

and thus ecotourism, in the country.  

 

ICT describes its own work as following: 

"By 2021, ICT is consolidated as the governing tourism entity in Costa Rica, guaranteeing a 

supportive and equitable sustainable tourism development model that uses innovation, the 

development of its workforce, and effective public management to promote new opportunities 

for tourism development that helps improve the competitiveness and the life quality that as a 

nation we aspire for." 

Instituto Costarricense de Turismo, ICT, http://www.ict.go.cr/en/ict/about-us.html  

 

http://www.ict.go.cr/en/ict/about-us.html
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ICT has created several programs in the country in order to promote and support ecotourism 

and sustainable projects. 

 

Since 1985, this board has been allowed to give tax exemptions to companies operating in 

tourism industry, in order to support innovation within the tourism industry to remain 

competitive in the future. Most of those incentives are granted to sustainable or ecological 

projects led by the companies.102 

 

In 1996, Costa Rica developed through ICT a program called “Bandera Azul Ecologica”, which 

translation is Ecological Blue Flag. The Blue Flag is given to the cleanest beaches all around 

the country, which highlights the efforts of the local population and can guarantee to seduce 

more tourists. This program is very smart as it is encouraging for the local populations or even 

the owner of private beaches (like hotels) to ensure the quality of the beach, and the safety of 

the environment. The safety is also highlighted as the program take into account the emergency 

actions during the year. The “stars” are given every year, to ensure that the motivation will 

remain from year to year. The programs provide several levels of awards, from 1 to 5 stars. In 

2016, only 3 beaches were awarded 5 stars, while more than 80 got only one.103 

 

In 1997, ICT created  CST, also known as the Certification for Sustainable Tourism. The 

creation of a label named "Turismo sostenible" is awarded to companies that respect the 

requirements of sustainable tourism; such as ecolodges for example. 104 An ecolodge, according 

to the definition from the book International Ecolodge Guidelines by Hitesh Mehta, is “An 

ecolodge is a financially sustainable hosting infrastructure built in harmony with nature and 

therefore has minimal impact on the environment. It helps to protect fragile surrounding areas, 

involves local communities and allows them to generate profits, provides tourists with an 

                                                
102 Costa Rican Tourism Board (n.d.) Retrieved from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rican_Tourism_Board  
103 Arias, L. (2016, March 18th) Costa Rica’s cleanest beaches of 2016 get blue flags. 

Retrieved from http://www.ticotimes.net/2016/03/18/costa-rica-cleanest-beaches  
104 ¿En que consiste el CST? (n.d.) Retrieved from  http://www.turismo-

sostenible.co.cr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=7  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rican_Tourism_Board
http://www.ticotimes.net/2016/03/18/costa-rica-cleanest-beaches
http://www.turismo-sostenible.co.cr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=7
http://www.turismo-sostenible.co.cr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=7
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interpretive and interactive experience, and is conducive to a spiritual communion between 

nature and culture. The ecolodge is conceived, designed, built and operated in accordance with 

responsible environmental and social principles”.105 

Even though the program was dedicated to any kind of company within the tourism industry, 

at first only the lodging companies apply to CST. 

 

In order to be awarded the certification, the company needs to fulfill at least a hundred of 

different criteria, which isn’t easy. The parameters can be linked to: the impact on the 

environment; the links with the local populations; the recycling system; and even if the 

customers are also committed in sustainability.106 In 2007, 92 companies were able to be proud 

of themselves as they received the certification.107 

 

This policy has allowed Costa Rica to capitalize on its environment, to attract more and more 

tourists, and to see an increase in incomes of the local populations living near these protected 

areas. This certification is a voluntary certification; it isn’t mandatory to have one. Nevertheless, 

as tourists are more and more interested in ecotourism it can be a real asset for the company. 

 

Retrieved from http://www.visitcostarica.com/ict/paginas/sostenibilidad.asp?tab=0  

 4.4.3.How is tourism in Costa Rica doing today? 

 

                                                
105 Découvrir le concept d’écolodge (n.d.) Retrieved from http://coolglamping.fr/decouvrir-

concept-ecolodge 
106 Costa Rica – Certification of Sustainable Tourism (CST) (n.d.) Retrieved from 

https://www.anywhere.com/costa-rica/sustainable/cst-sustainable-tourism 
107 Agüero, M. (2007, November) ICT espera 2 millones de turistas a finales del 2008. 

Retrieved from 

https://web.archive.org/web/20081011234725/http://www.nacion.com/ln_ee/2007/noviembre/

07/economia1306648.html   

http://www.visitcostarica.com/ict/paginas/sostenibilidad.asp?tab=0
http://coolglamping.fr/decouvrir-concept-ecolodge
http://coolglamping.fr/decouvrir-concept-ecolodge
https://www.anywhere.com/costa-rica/sustainable/cst-sustainable-tourism
https://web.archive.org/web/20081011234725/http:/www.nacion.com/ln_ee/2007/noviembre/07/economia1306648.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20081011234725/http:/www.nacion.com/ln_ee/2007/noviembre/07/economia1306648.html
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Costa Rica was interested very early to develop sustainable tourism and ecotourism, back in the 

eighties. Almost 40 years after, was it beneficial for the country? 

 

Today, tourism represents 4.8% of the GDP in 2015 if only the direct contributions are taken 

into account. When considering the total contributions, it represents up to 12.6% of the GDP of 

the country.108 Even though tourism weighs lower in the country’s GDP than for example 

Thailand, it doesn’t mean the sector doesn’t play an important role in the economy of Costa 

Rica. Indeed, tourism is the first sector that draws foreign currencies in the country.109 Tourism 

and thus ecotourism has been one of the keys of Costa Rica’s development. 

 

In 2015, the economy of the richest Central American country was stable and driven by the 

exportation of its agriculture industry; of its tourism industry and of its electronic industry. 

According to the Costa Rican Tourism Institute, tourist arrivals have risen from 260,000 in 

1986 to 2,500,000 in 2014, which represents an evolution rate of 862%. 2015 reached a new 

level as the country welcomed 2.7 million tourists.110 

 

Therefore the country seems having rather won his bet. Indeed, its species are taken good care 

of and biodiversity as well. Besides the measures led by the government are driving to 

sustainably encourage recycling, energy saving and water saving, notably due to the efforts 

made by the lodging sector. Nevertheless, it doesn’t mean the country is not polluted. In fact, 

even if 93% of the energy is renewable in Costa Rica111, the pollution comes mostly from the 

agricultural sector (pesticides, agrochemical) and from the chemical industries; whereas 

                                                
108 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Costa 

Rica. (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf  
109 Costa Rica 2017 Country Review (2017) Retrieved from 

http://www.countrywatch.com/Content/pdfs/reviews/B36LM8ML.01c.pdf  
110 World Travel & Tourism Council. Travel and Tourism, Economic Impact 2016, Costa 

Rica. (p. 85 and 91) (2016) Retrieved from https://www.wttc.org/-

/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf  
111 Business (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.costarica-embassy.org/index.php?q=node/18 

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf
http://www.countrywatch.com/Content/pdfs/reviews/B36LM8ML.01c.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%202016/costarica2016.pdf
http://www.costarica-embassy.org/index.php?q=node/18
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tourism is not a major issue here. 112  113  Costa Rica, to fight against climate change and 

pollution, should try to implement new measure concerning industries and agriculture, but also 

against wastewater, as 96.4% of them were released in the ocean in 2014114. This is directly 

threatening all the country, which has been fighting to maintain and save its tourism industry. 

Also, Costa Rica must be careful, because as the tourism is growing fast, the tiny Central-

American country must not relax its efforts and keep having a strong ecotourism policy. Thus, 

considering the problems we are looking to tackle in Thailand, which are: conserving 

biodiversity and landscapes, reducing pollution and better managing the natural resources, 

Costa Rica can bring some good answers to inspire Thailand. 

 

4.4.4. Suggestions of measures for tourism in Thailand 

 

The example of Costa Rica shows that it is possible to combine a tourism respectful of 

biodiversity and environment while leading to the development of the country and supporting 

the economy. Of course, Thailand cannot strictly copy Costa Rica, as it has to be modified so 

that it will fit Thailand’s development and economy. Indeed, as the two countries are of 

completely different size and population, growing an ecotourism in the country will be a bit 

more difficult. But even though Thailand and Costa Rica are two different countries with their 

singularities, Thailand could get some inspiration of what to implement in its own country and 

therefore try to tackle the best the country can its own problems. 

 

First, Thailand should try to determine which areas are the most at risk, concerning pollution 

and biodiversity, and increase the number of the national parks and their management. For now, 

                                                
112 Andreu, T. (2012, June 13th) COSTA RICA - Numéro un mondial dans l’utilisation des 

agrochimiques. Retrieved from http://www.alterinfos.org/spip.php?article5438 
113 Miserey, Y. (2007, October 15th) Les forêts humides du Costa Rica polluées par les 

pesticides. Retrieved from http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/2007/03/08/01008-

20070308ARTFIG90055-les_forets_humides_du_costa_rica_polluees_par_les_pesticides.php  
114 Eau: Le Costa Rica adopte une loi de protection (2014, April 1st) Retrieved from 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2014/04/01/97001-20140401FILWWW00346-eau-le-costa-

rica-adopte-une-loi-de-protection.php 

http://www.alterinfos.org/spip.php?article5438
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/2007/03/08/01008-20070308ARTFIG90055-les_forets_humides_du_costa_rica_polluees_par_les_pesticides.php
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/2007/03/08/01008-20070308ARTFIG90055-les_forets_humides_du_costa_rica_polluees_par_les_pesticides.php
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already 20% of Thailand’s territory is covered by national parks. But the country can still 

improve them. Indeed, many areas, such as some wetlands or some islands in the South, could 

be also part of a protected area, and maybe closed when the degradations are too heavy, in order 

to let the nature recover a while. Besides, another trouble remain in Thailand’s protected areas 

and national parks: private concessions. Some of them build too many accommodations to 

welcome tourists who are looking for a more authentic stay, especially in the South; while in 

the North illegal animals trafficking can occur. Thus more control on national parks could be 

needed.115 

Besides, within the national parks, areas where species are known to go and copulate should be 

closed to tourists to ensure the continuation of this species. Finally, special communication and 

information concerning respecting the park should be given. It seems really basic but many 

times nothing is said during the visit and tourists don’t realize or don’t care of their impact on 

the biodiversity and environment, thus on the host country itself.  

 

Second, Thailand government could indeed promote ecotourism initiatives and projects through 

tax exemptions. The economic gain would motivate the tourism industry to move forward faster. 

Another idea could be a higher tax to the companies that are really polluting/against biodiversity 

without making any effort. An example could be a company that decides not to use plastic bags 

anymore. 

 

Third, due to the important pollution near the tourists spots all over the country, an equivalent 

of the Blue Flag program could be implemented all over the country. It would give an indicator 

to the tourists of which beach to visit or not; and thus motivate the local populations to maintain 

the beach clean to attract them. And when the tourists would be there it would motivate them 

to prevent from leaving the trash in the environment. It could be only for beaches but also for 

other major touristic spots such as lakes, waterfalls, caves or even treks. 

 

                                                
115 List of national parks of Thailand (n.d.) Retrieved from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_parks_of_Thailand  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_parks_of_Thailand
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Fourth, promoting a national, or even international label, in the country. This label could be 

based on voluntary just like Costa Rica. It could also be combined with a tax exemption law, 

so that it would be an additional motivation for the tourism industry to apply for it. 

Communication on the companies that are labelled could be strengthened, so that tourists would 

be more likely to go to spend there and therefore the companies would be motivated to get the 

label. 

 

Fifth, the government should implement better communication campaigns, some to the 

companies working in tourism - with for example the long term risk of losing the jobs if the 

environment is destroyed - and some directly to the tourists. Indeed, a lot of plastic bags or 

bottles come directly from careless tourists on the beach. Furthermore, during each visit of a 

natural spot or else; it should be mandatory each guide make the tourists aware about the 

preservation of the space they will go, and what are the threats. I believe that if more people 

were told all the time they will pay more attention and it would be better than nothing. Making 

people responsible travellers would only be good for Thailand and for its future challenges. 

Some advice made to travellers could be “try to avoid excessive waste”, “do not purchase or 

eat endangered species”, “Don’t litter. Try to carry your own bag” etc.116 

 

Of course, whatever decisions try to make Thailand to preserve its country, it won’t be easy to 

implement. Nevertheless, if the communication from the government is clear, and if the 

measures are motivating and persuasive enough, it could really help Thailand to tackle its 

problems linked to tourism. Recently, Thailand started to realize that preserving the country 

was necessary and want to promote more ecotourism, and need to develop in a more sustainable 

way. In 2015, the Tourism Authority of Thailand launched a campaign called “Discover 

Thainess” that also included a commitment to ecotourism and to sustainable tourism practices. 

Thus, the government has for example created a websites that enables the tourists to find all the 

information they want concerning the access, housing and booking of their visit within the Thai 

                                                
116 Sustaining Tourism’s Guide to Being a Responsible Traveller (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://sustainabletourism.net/sustainable-tourism/travel-tips-responsible-travel-tips/  

http://sustainabletourism.net/sustainable-tourism/travel-tips-responsible-travel-tips/
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national parks all over the country. 117 Another measure can be mentioned: the creation of the 

“Green Leaf Foundation”.  This foundation was co-created by the Tourism Authority of 

Thailand in 1998. Within the foundation, the Green Leaf program is an accreditation system 

aiming to support hotels by promoting sustainably practice and encouraging them to operate 

more sustainably.118 The hotels taking part in this program received a rating between 1 to 5 

green leaves based on their commitments and actions.119 Nevertheless, even if this is a great 

idea, and is very similar to Costa Rica, the communication on this accreditation is very low and 

should be improved. For example, the official website of the Green Leaf Foundation hadn’t 

been updated since 2009 – whereas the current date is end of June 2017 – according to their 

website. 

 

 

Screenshot of the Copyright of the Green Leaf Foundation Website, June 28th 2017 

 

Another proof that the Thai government takes the threats more and more serious is the fact that 

the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA) started a course concerning ecotourism. 

TICA was created in 2004 and is in charge of developing programs and cooperation with other 

countries, by developing new projects but also volunteering or training programs. 120 In 2017, 

TICA was supporting the creation of a course, taught in Burapha Universityn on the following 

                                                
117 Thailand promotes ecotourism and sustainable practice (2015, June 23rd) Retrieved from 

http://thailand.net.au/thailand-promotes-ecotourism-and-sustainable-practice/  
118 Green Leaf Foundation (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.greenleafthai.org/en/green_found/  
119 Sintunawa, C. (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://asiapacific.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/thailand.pdf  
120 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, What is TICA? (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://www.tica.thaigov.net/main/en/organize/24387-What-is-TICA.html  

http://thailand.net.au/thailand-promotes-ecotourism-and-sustainable-practice/
http://www.greenleafthai.org/en/green_found/
http://asiapacific.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/thailand.pdf
http://www.tica.thaigov.net/main/en/organize/24387-What-is-TICA.html
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topic “Sustainable Community-Based Ecotourism Development”. 121 This course shows the 

growing interest of the government to make a real change in Thailand’s policy concerning 

tourism. The changes thus must come from both the governmental measures taken by the 

government, but also by education and raising awareness. Only then, Thailand should be able 

to overcome the problems that are threatening the country, its population and its biodiversity.  

 

5.Final Conclusion 

 

Tourism industry in Thailand is very important for the development of the country, and the 

enrichment of the population. Nevertheless, Thailand’s tourism industry is growing year by 

year intensifying the phenomenon of mass tourism. This kind of tourism can be considered as 

good for the economy, as it provides the huge and coveted flux of currency necessary to the 

country. Nonetheless, mass tourism is particularly harmful as the overcrowding population 

causes dramatic damages and strengthens the issues linked to: the depletion of natural resources 

such as water, pollution, greenhouse gas, the threat of biodiversity. 

 

Nowadays, tourist destinations are less closely linked to geographical remoteness. The 

popularity of destinations can be impacted by natural disasters, political instability or even a 

bad image linked for example to pollution. People are more and more seeking for authentic and 

untouched places. Thus, tourism will mostly depend on climate change and pollution impact, 

as well as on natural resources and biodiversity in the future. If Thailand look less attractive to 

the eyes of the tourists, they will prefer to go and visit a neighbouring country: Philippines or 

Indonesia for the beaches; Cambodia, Vietnam or Burma for culture. South-East Asia abounds 

in country very attractive to tourists. The competition could get harder in the next years. 

 

                                                
121 Syllabus Sustainable Community-based Ecotourism Development (n.d.) Retrieved from 

http://tica.thaigov.net/main/contents/images/text_editor/files/Sustainable%20Community-

Based%20Ecotourism%20Development.pdf  

http://tica.thaigov.net/main/contents/images/text_editor/files/Sustainable%20Community-Based%20Ecotourism%20Development.pdf
http://tica.thaigov.net/main/contents/images/text_editor/files/Sustainable%20Community-Based%20Ecotourism%20Development.pdf
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It is therefore necessary to consider traveling differently than as an object of consumption. 

Indeed, because of its current practices, tourism sector damages both the natural and cultural 

heritages, which are initially supposed to develop the industry. Paradoxically, tourism 

contributes to climate change, and climate change impacts negatively both the country - through 

natural disasters for example - and tourism. Climate change and pollution can only hurt the 

local populations, either for their own health and their children’s health; but also economically 

as less tourists would come so the country and its people would be less flourishing.  

 

Thailand is still able to initiate change by looking forward and choosing a long-term approach 

concerning its tourism industry. Thailand just needs to have the courage to implement some 

new measures and to follow them.  Indeed, ecotourism could answer to the country’s next main 

issues concerning not only tourism but also development. Thanks to ecotourism, Thailand could 

get on a new path of economic development, while bringing a better future to its people. It 

would also be very interesting for the tourists as they would be better integrated to the country’s 

life and would enjoy a preserved country with its incredible biodiversity. Thus, Thailand should 

try to support and promote ecotourism all over the country, as if this sector is growing, it would 

help accelerating the development of other sectors in the country, creating employment, 

increasing the incomes and also helping the local communities. By trying to avoid the climate 

change and to develop its economy, Thailand would also reduce poverty and empowering its 

population. All of this can of course also be applied to the other countries in South-East Asia 

such as Cambodia, Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia and Burma. Indeed, they also are 

experimenting a fast growing amount of tourism and big problems in pollution and preserving 

biodiversity, even though there are fewer tourists there than in Thailand for now. They could 

face the same challenges as Thailand faces now. Thus, this study can also bring ideas of what 

political measures can be implemented in these countries. 

 

Through a rational use of its natural resources, an awareness concerning the topics of 

biodiversity and climate change, I think Thailand could be able to improve its tourist industry, 

for the better of its environment, and thus of its people. 
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