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國⽴政治⼤學英國語⽂學系碩⼠班 

碩⼠論⽂提要 

論⽂名稱：《哈利波特》世界觀中的流動性：他者、我者概念之流變與異托邦 

指導教授：羅狼仁   先⽣ 

研究⽣：李⼀萱 

論⽂提要內容： 

J.K.羅琳在其《哈利波特》系列⼩說之中創造的世界觀不同於以往的奇幻

⼩說之中奇幻的世界往往脫離現實世界的設定，羅琳的魔法世界與⿇⽠世界緊

密相關。除了不斷影射並重新定義現實社會中的意識型態，魔法世界和⿇⽠世

界在空間上亦充滿錯綜複雜的模糊地帶。本⽂採⽤傅柯（Michel Foucault）提出

之異托邦（Heterotopia）作為基⽯，逐步分析此世界觀中空間既斷裂⼜互相連

結的關係。⽽這樣的世界觀裡，流動性在現代社會結構上的⾓⾊以及對意識型

態的影響得到充分的體現。本⽂旨在探討《哈利波特》世界觀中，他者和我者

概念如何因魔法世界的介⼊⽽被顛覆，並透過其流動的空間關係去重新檢視社

會中的他者和我者概念。 

關鍵字：《哈利波特》、J.K. 羅琳、奇幻⽂學、流動性、傅柯、異托邦 
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Abstract 

The heterotopic spaces help to construct the idea of the other and the self in the

Potterverse and present the relation of power between Wizardkind and Non-Magical

people. This thesis adapts Michel Foucault’s perspectives on normality and

heterotopia as the methodology for raising two central questions: how do the

normality and heterotopia address the fluidity in and of the Potterverse? Moreover, to

what extent and in what ways does the fluidity revise the understanding of the other

and the self? J.K. Rowling’s unique representations of the other and the self in the

Potterverse reflect the interplay of the Wizarding and Non-Magical communities,

including their ideologies and spaces. The fluid understanding of the other and the self

in the Potterverse blurs the traditional bias and prejudice in reader’s reality while

exposing and exaggerating our mistakes and problems. Nothing is fixed in any

society. By organizing and analyzing Rowling's descriptions of these two

communities and their relationships, the thesis explores the fluid intersection between

the Wizarding and the Non-Magical world: These two sites keep exchanging their 

positions of seeing and being seen.  

Keywords: Harry Potter; Joanne Kathleen Rowling; The Potterverse; Fluidity; Michel 

Foucault; Heterotopia.  
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Chapter One 

Introduction 

This thesis seeks to explore the shifting structure as the primal factor to construct 

a stable society organically by portraying a fluid and complex system in and of the 

Potterverse while exposing various social issues in readers’ reality. The Potterverse refers 

to J.K. Rowling’s fictional universe of Harry Potter, including the setting in the seven 

Harry Potter books and her other supplementary works. This thesis adapts Michel 

Foucault’s perspectives on normality and heterotopia as the methodology for raising two 

central questions: how do the normality and heterotopia address the fluidity in and of the 

Potterverse? Moreover, to what extent and in what ways does the fluidity revise the

understanding of the other and the self? The fluid concepts in the Potterverse are

presented by various groups and subgroups that each provide different perspectives. This

thesis not only discusses the paradoxical relationship between the Wizarding and the Non-

Magical1 societies in the Potterverse, but also analyzes how wizards and witches treat the

other in their society. Furthermore, magic context makes the characteristic of Foucauldian

heterotopia possible and exemplifies the possibility of being fluid and stable

simultaneously. The fluidity in the Potterverse can be exemplified by interaction between

1 J.K. Rowling creates many terms in the Harry Potter series, which later become well-known in 
our daily life. The most representative example is the term “Muggle,” which refers to those who 
cannot perform witchcraft by Wizardkind; Most Non-Magical people do not know they are called 
Muggles. However, we find out that “Muggle” is not used in the whole Potterverse; wizards in the 
United States use “No-Maj” to describe Non-Magical fellows. Rowling reveals several cultural 
difference among the international Wizarding society by releasing the film Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them. I will not particularly distinguish these phrases in my thesis. Therefore, I 
will use both “Muggle” and “Non-Magical” when I mention those who cannot perform magic. 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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spaces and concepts. This thesis examines the fluidity in and of the Magical and the Non-

Magical societies and presents how these societies are still stable since so many fluid 

ideas and spaces involved.  

This chapter briefly introduces Rowling’s Harry Potter saga and her related works 

as well as clarify specific terms which would be discussed in this thesis. An overview of 

the critical background of the Harry Potter saga and explain its importance in the 

academic field is provided as well. Several critical readings of Rowling’s works that 

emphasize fluid concepts and spaces are organized for providing a simple structure of the 

Potterverse. A brief chapter organization is provided in the last part of this introduction.  

1.1 Rowling and the Potterverse 

Since the first Harry Potter novel was published in 1997, a whole generation has

been enchanted by Rowling’s fantastic world. Many children born in the 1980s and 1990s

grew up reading the Harry Potter saga. Harry was 11 years old in The Philosopher’s

Stone;2 these children most likely started reading the Harry Potter saga when they were

11 or 12. The term “Harry Potter saga” I refer here includes the seven Harry Potter books

while excluding the novellas and movies. The Harry Potter Saga illustrates a young

wizard, Harry’s school life and the challenges that he has to face. Harry gradually 

establishes his identity and become socialized through the developing story in the Saga. 

Rowling also provides more details about her fictional universe by the seven Harry Potter 

books. Apart from the Harry Potter saga, Rowling also published three related novellas: 

Quidditch Through the Ages in 2001, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them in 2001, 

2 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone was published in the United States as Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone in 1998 by Scholastic Cooperation. The Harry Potter series that I discuss 
in this thesis is the 2013 edition re-issued with a new cover by Scholastic Cooperation. This title 
was shortened from Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone for convenience. Other Harry 
Potter titles are also abbreviated in this manner throughout the paper for convenience. 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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and The Tales of Beedle the Bard in 2008. These novellas are based on three fictional 

books that are mentioned throughout the Harry Potter saga. In 2016, a film based on 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them was released; it mainly describes the short 

book’s fictional writer, Newt Scamander, and his adventure in the North American 

Wizarding society. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, a play illustrating the Wizarding 

world 19 years after the Hogwarts Battle, debuted in the same year. Though numerous 

related works, including supplemental articles on the Pottermore website, Rowling 

gradually established a universe centered on Harry Potter. This body of work has been 

called the “Harry Potter universe” or the “Potterverse.” Although the Harry Potter series 

was completed in 2007, space is still expanding and time is still flowing in this universe 

because Rowling keeps releasing more background stories. That is to say, the structure of 

the Potterverse is fluid, yet convincing, because Rowling’s arrangements provide a solid 

multiple-layers and the relationships between them.  

The Potterverse is a fictional reality that parallels the readers’ world. In this world, 

people are mainly divided into two major communities: The Wizarding and the 

Muggle/Non-Magical societies. The Muggle society mirrors reader’s reality which 

celebrates modern science and rational value while taking wizardry and witchcraft as 

legend or folklore. Wizardkind, as opposed to Muggles, takes magical force as the 

foundation of their daily life. Wizards exclude themselves from the Non-Magical society 

in the Potterverse, whereas people in primitive societies tend to repel and eliminate those 

who are different from them. The Non-Magical society in the Potterverse is extremely 

similar to the readers’ world in many ways; for example, the existence of Wizardkind is 

also folklore or legend in our world. However, we can also view Wizarding society as a 

mirror or shadow of the Potterverse’s Non-Magical society. The central objects of my 

study are the inner structures and relationships between these three major societies: The 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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Potterverse’s Magical and Non-Magical societies, and the readers’ reality. Therefore, I 

see the opportunity to develop literary study from the bigger picture of the Harry Potter 

universe.  

 

1.2    Critical Background 

The number of formal theoretical readings on Harry Potter has increased since the 

publication of The Prisoner of Azkaban in 1999. Critics have started to interpret the Harry 

Potter series from a variety of perspectives, not merely from a pedagogical lens. For 

instance, reviews have included everything from the preservation and revision of the 

traditional British boarding school story, Joseph Campbell’s methodical structure, 

mythological prototypes and philosophical decoding, to even the Foucauldian concept of 

discipline and punishment. Although some critics, such as Harold Bloom and William 

Safire, have doubted the academic value of the Harry Potter series during these twenty 

years, the influence of the Harry Potter series has deflected these negative critical views.  

Several critics have started to defend the literary and educational value of the 

Harry Potter saga; they have attempted to draw the Harry Potter saga into the canon by 

providing academic research on the Harry Potter series. The Ivory Tower and Harry 

Potter, published in 2002, is one of the earliest scholarly readings of the Harry Potter 

series. Its editor Lana Whited defends the Harry Potter saga by observing that its 

commercial success and Rowling’s reader-friendly writing style might draw unfair 

prejudice from critics. To demonstrate the literary value of the Harry Potter series, she 

collects several academic essays that discussed the Harry Potter series through various 

perspectives, including gender issues, authority, education, and genre studies. In her 2005 

book Scholarly Studies in Harry Potter: Applying Academic Methods to a Popular Text, 

editor Cynthia Whitney Hallett applies significant academic analysis to the Harry Potter 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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series. Critics in this book analyze the Harry Potter saga from the lenses of mythology, 

space, and transfiguration; they also address the “cultural infantilism” debate. Hallett 

stated that “these novels provide not only fertile ground for readers and critics of 

Children’s Literature, but also a field of allusion and intertextuality ripe for alternative 

academic discourse” (x). Through these critical readings of the Harry Potter saga, Hallett 

and her fellow scholars argue that the Harry Potter series had finally been incorporated 

into the canon.  

In Harry Potter and International Relations, edited by Daniel Nexon and Iver 

Neumann and published in 2006, international-relations scholars presented their studies 

about the Harry Potter phenomenon and Rowling’s significant success in the global 

market. The book also illustrates how the Harry Potter series enriched people’s 

understandings of international politics and the discipline of international relations. 

Critics in this collection provide various ways to study international relations from the 

Harry Potter saga, including perspectives that address conflict ideologies and 

geographical mapping. However, since the Harry Potter saga had not yet been completed 

at the time of publication, the critics’ argument do not closure since the story is still 

developing.  

The conclusion would come about in 2007, the Harry Potter saga was completed 

with the publication of The Deathly Hallows. After the final book was published, critics 

were able to provide robust analyses and firm conclusions. For example, in the 2009 

Critical Perspective on Harry Potter edited by Elizabeth Heilman, scholars offer multiple 

perspectives on the series through the lenses of sociology and cultural and media studies. 

Such interdisciplinary discourse enriched the survey of the Harry Potter series, critics 

with this saga’s conclusion providing an opportunity to apply their viewpoints to a 

complete story because the Harry Potter saga had finished. The literary value and stature 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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of Rowling and her Harry Potter series were established, and scholars could further 

question and study the Harry Potter series because they no longer had to debate whether it 

qualified as literature. 

The following critical readings mainly focus on fluid concepts and spaces in the 

Harry Potter saga. The idea of normality is frequently raised in discussions of these 

concepts. As for spaces, most critics have discussed the mirrored relationship between the 

Potterverse and the readers’ reality as well as the shifting structure of the Wizarding 

world. I introduce their arguments and explain how their critical readings inspired my 

research about the fluidity of concepts and spaces in the Potterverse.  

When discussing the concept of normality in the Harry Potter saga, critics have 

often focused on the extraordinariness in and of the Wizarding community. In her article 

“Harry Potter and the Extraordinariness of the Ordinary,” Roni Natov analyzes the 

interplay of the Magical and the Non-Magical world in the Potterverse and argues that 

Rowling slightly revised the tradition in both boarding school story and fantasy. Natov 

observes that magical force had already infiltrated the Non-Magical world in many ways, 

such as the several unconventional signs in the first Privet Drive scene in The Sorcerer’s 

Stone. Natov highlights that Harry’s resistance to normality is “necessary for 

inclusiveness, for the individual and the community to prosper” (126).  

However, some critics have theorized that Harry does not resist normality because 

he desires to be an ordinary student at Hogwarts, wishing he could avoid the uninvited 

gaze, others bestow upon him as “The Boy Who Lived.” Tison Pugh and David Wallace 

argue that the way that “the wizards’ London lies openly ‘hidden’ from Muggle eyes 

resembles the ways in which queer establishments can likewise be invisible to straight 

eyes oblivious to their presence.” They observe that Harry’s agreement to deny his 

identity as a wizard for the sake of familial peace reflects a central question of why the 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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Wizarding community chooses to hide from the Non-Magical community. Although the 

Wizarding world seems to be a promising place for a person to have a strange and 

unusual identity, Pugh and Wallace observe that the fear of the other still exists in the 

wizarding world; one example of this fear of the other is lupophobia (267).  Lupophobia 

refers to a phobia or abnormal dread of wolves and werewolves. These critics’ discussions 

about normality center on Harry’s identity crisis and the relative diversity of the Magical 

society. In my thesis, I extend existing analysis regarding normality by discussing the 

fluidity of the Potterverse and otherness within the Magical society.  

The study of fluidity in the Potterverse necessarily considers the relationship 

between the Magical and the Non-Magical communities, as well as addressing the issue 

of otherness within the Magical society itself. Discussion of the fluid concept of the self 

in the Potterverse, meanwhile, calls for an analysis of different ideologies proposed by 

various subgroups and influential individuals. The Magical and the Muggle societies treat 

each other as the other; in previous critics’ views, the Magical society embraces 

extraordinariness more than the Muggle society does. However, since Rowling released 

The Order of the Phoenix in 2003, we start to see many minority groups within Magical 

society, such as beasts, foreigners, people with illnesses, and criminals being, viewed as 

the other. The issue of minorities within Magical society had not been discussed 

significantly in Rowling’s previous works.  

Critics have often focused on the Wizarding world’s physical characteristics or the 

structure of Hogwarts when discussing space in the Potterverse. The Potterverse shares a 

similar geographical map with the readers’ reality. However, the concept of nationhood in 

the Potterverse seems to be extremely exclusive. In their “Conflict and the Nation-State: 

Magical Mirrors of Muggles and Refracted Image,” Jennifer Sterling-Folker and Brian 

Folker observe that nationalism and the nation-state are absent in the Wizarding battles. 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09
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While different nation-states are often a leading factor in global warfare in both 

Rowling’s Non-Magical society and the readers’ reality, conflicts in the Magical world are 

characterized as a form of civil war. The Folkers propose that nationalism and nation-

states in the Harry Potter series only derail the story’s message by introducing as “identity 

politics and the delineation of collective boundaries” (122). As for economic institutions, 

the Folkers state that the Magical world reflects the international cooperation and 

capitalism found in our reality. For example, the Triwizard Tournament resembles the 

Olympics and student foreign exchange programs. Similarly, various advertisements at 

the Quidditch World Cup mirror global marketing in our world. In addition, the sale of 

merchandise in Diagon Alley reflects the exchange system of goods and services in the 

readers’ Capitalist reality. But what of the question of “power” in social structure? The 

Folkers, for instance, do not address the reason why wizards hide from Muggles as 

wizards and witches certainly do not fear Muggles to remedy that absence. I elaborate 

upon this relationship in my thesis, by arguing that the Magical world’s influence is 

enhanced when it remains in the shadows. 

Many critics have explored Hogwarts’ structure and function, especially as the 

school is the hub and primary setting of the Harry Potter saga. In her “Muggles, Magic, 

and Misfits: Michel Foucault at Harry Potter’s Hogwarts,” Jamie Warner examines the 

spaces and monitoring systems within Hogwarts, which include Magical and Non-

Magical tools (174). Hogwarts is merely a panopticon3 where students are under 

surveillance all the time. For instance, the ghosts’ and portraits’ observations, the 

caretaker’s omnipresence, the prefects’ presence, the Head Boys’ and Head Girls’ 

                                                
3 Panopticon is a type of institution, the invention of Jeremy Bentham, which allows people in this 
building to observe and be observed. In his Discipline and Punish, Foucault uses the concept of 
Panopticon to illustrate the effectiveness of this power relationship. The Panopticon is also a 
metaphor for modern life (202). 
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existence, and the headmaster’s seeming omniscience all act as surveillance mechanisms. 

In her article “‘I solemnly swear I am up to no good’: Foucault’s Heterotopias and 

Deleuze’s Any-Space-Whatever in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Series,” Sarah Cantrell 

argues that Hogwarts gradually transforms throughout the series from a stable space to an 

ambiguous space. She explained this shift first through Foucault’s concept of heterotopia 

and argued that Hogwarts deliberately destabilizes the societal norm (203). Cantrell also 

examines several areas in Hogwarts that represent uncertain, disconnected, and resistant 

spaces, such as the Room of Requirement and Number 12 Grimmauld, through Gilles 

Deleuze’s any-space-whatever concept (205). Cantrell’s argument about Foucauldian 

heterotopia in Hogwarts has been influential upon this thesis as I explore heterotopia’s 

relationship to not only the structure of Hogwarts, but also spaces throughout the 

Potterverse. For example, I analyze the Magical hospital and prison in my thesis because 

these institutions shape people’s ideologies and behaviors in accordance with the 

principles laid out by Foucault in his Discipline and Punish. 

To summarize, the current academic readings focused on the normality debate in 

the Harry Potter saga mainly by addressing two aspects: Harry’s identity crisis and 

Hogwarts’ characteristics. The first issue is Harry’s extraordinary identity in both the 

Magical and the Non-Magical societies. The second aspect is how Hogwarts, as a 

representative model of Magical culture, embraces strangeness and celebrates diversity.  

While examining previous theoretical readings is fruitful, certain aspects of the 

Harry Potter series remain unexplored. Since the Potterverse is still expanding and being 

constructed, its fluidity and complexity have become significant; this transitionary stage 

invites more possibilities for academic research about the Harry Potter saga. Most critics 

discuss the relationship between the Potterverse and our reality or the shifting structure of 

the Wizarding world itself. Most existing analyses of the series’ normality center on 
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Harry’s paradoxical identity and the structure of Hogwarts. In this thesis, I further the 

research on the complicated relationship between the Potterverse’s Wizarding and Non-

Wizarding communities and explore the fluid concepts of normality and abnormality, 

while also examining how spaces in the Potterverse function as the Foucauldian 

heterotopias. 

 

1.3   Methodology 

 Instead of providing a fixed perspective from one of the Wizarding or Non-

Magical society, Rowling gives a fluid narrative perspective in the story which provides a 

much more thorough viewpoint in the Potterverse. By connecting these representative 

concepts of normality and spaces from Foucauldian perspectives, I analyze how Rowling 

presents a fluid idea of the other and the self in the Potterverse while maintaining a stable 

structure for her universe. To discuss fluidity in the Potterverse, I rely on a specific 

explication of Foucault’s History of Madness and “Of Other Spaces.” Foucault deliberates 

on his idea of normality and abnormality in his History of Madness and discussed the 

concepts of utopia and heterotopia in “Of Other Spaces.”  Furthermore, I explore 

interactions between fluid concepts and spaces to highlighting how spaces concretize and 

affect shifting concepts of the other and the self in the Potterverse.  

 

1.3.1 Normality and Abnormality 

In his History of Madness, Foucault argues that the understanding of reason is 

based on the treatment of madness and otherness. Foucault researches not only the gap 

between reason and madness, or “the caesura,” but also the silent and unspeakable 

characteristics of unreason. He states that the history of madness is “the archaeology of 

silence” because “madmen” cannot explicitly express themselves (xxviii). Foucault 
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theorized that people attempt to speak unspeakable things and interpret the madness. 

Therefore, the study of madness often references the “gaze of the others” and the “process 

of the gaze,” which prompts the ongoing debate of the same versus the other (488; 527-

28). The relationship between the same and the other is exclusive inclusion, a typical 

entanglement of differences, and complicated relation between Rowling’s Potterverse 

illustrates the shifting standards of the self and the other as apparent in the different 

perspectives adopted by the Wizarding and the Non-Magical communities. Furthermore, I 

address otherness within Wizarding society to illustrate the Potterverse’s complex social 

structure.  

In his The Order of Things, Foucault discusses the function of language by 

responding to Nietzsche's inquiry: who is speaking? Foucault elaborates on this 

Nietzschean question by stating that “it was not a matter of knowing what good and evil 

were in themselves, but who was being designated” (305). Rowling’s language can be 

highlighted by using Foucault’s linguistic strategy, especially her use of fragmentation 

and self-reference. The Wizarding world is mostly presented as silent and rational in the 

Potterverse, which partially reflects the Foucauldian idea of the unthought and 

unconsciousness. The Wizarding and the Non-Magical communities mirror two ethical 

forms of the West that Foucault discusses. “The old one follows the order of the 

world…the modern one performs thought and movements toward the apprehension of the 

unthought” (328). According to Foucault, modern thought not only reframes the 

relationship of the self to the other, but also absorbs the other itself. Building on the above 

statements, I argue that Rowling’s Magical world represents modern thought; I further 

discuss Rowling’s representation of the Wizarding world through her contradictory 

descriptions and the functions of silence. 
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1.3.2 Heterotopia 

In his essay “Of Other Spaces,” Foucault discusses the intersection of time and 

space; defining the space we live in as “a set of relations that delineates sites which are 

irreducible to one another and absolutely not superimposable on one another” (3). 

Foucault focuses on two types of spaces: utopias and heterotopias. Utopias are unreal 

places that reflect perfected forms of real society, or communities that have turned upside 

down. Examples of utopias include C.S. Lewis’ Narnia, Lewis Carroll’s Wonderland, and 

L. Frank Baum’s Oz. These fantastic places share some similarities with the real world, 

but often have bizarre or revised social orders and hierarchies. Citizens in these imaginary 

places are usually unaware of the real world’s existence. That is to say, there is a caesura 

between these fantastic places and the real world, and the portals between these worlds 

are frequently unstable and changing.  

As for heterotopias, Foucault states that they function as counter-sites that exist in 

every civilization and “are simultaneously represented, contested, and inverted” (3).  

Examples of heterotopias in fantastic fiction include Rowling’s Wizarding society and 

Darren Shan’s world of vampires. These heterotopias are associated with the real world; 

members of the fictional community often know about the mundane world’s existence, 

and frequently, they can travel between these sites through particular passageways or 

rituals. In his “Of Other Spaces,” Foucault listes six principles of heterotopias: First, 

“crisis heterotopias” are privileged and sacred places for people who live in a state of 

crisis; later, they can become places to keep deviant individuals, such as hospitals and 

asylums. Second, heterotopias have a particular function according to the synchrony of 

cultural development. Third, heterotopias can be real places that juxtapose several 

incompatible sites. Fourth, heterotopias often link to slices of time, such as museums and 

libraries. Fifth, heterotopias are both isolated and penetrable; to enter, one must have 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 13 

permission or make certain gestures. Sixth, heterotopias have a function related to all 

remaining spaces. 

I mainly focus on Foucault’s discussion of otherness and heterotopia. In History of 

Madness, Foucault addresses the gap between and the entanglement of reason and 

unreason. In the Potterverse, wizards often see Non-Magical people as lacking ability and 

knowledge; even wizards who are fond of Muggles are proven to have this ambiguous 

quality. Conversely, Non-Magical people in the Potterverse often think that magic 

represents unreason and abnormality. This paradoxical relationship between the 

Wizarding and Non-Magical societies not only shifts the definition of otherness to its 

limits, but also illuminates an innovative blend of reason and unreason. Building on 

Foucault’s discussion in “Of Other Spaces,” I examine the interplay of the Wizarding and 

the Non-Magical worlds through these six principles of heterotopias. In the Potterverse, 

people are divided into Wizardkind and Muggle because of their nature, yet the binary 

world cannot be maintained well since they also share the same geographical map and 

recourses. That is to say, the boundary between the Wizarding and Non-Magical world is 

not that strict naturally. This thesis further analyzes several Magical items that help build 

the complicated structure of the Potterverse. This thesis argues that a shifting structure is 

necessary for the organic construction of a stable society, a fluid and complex system that 

finds expression in and of the Potterverse, thereby exposing various social issues in the 

readers’ reality. 

 

1.4 Chapter Organization  

In addition to the first chapter, which serves as the introduction, my thesis is 

divided into three main parts. In the second chapter, “The Fluid Concept of the Other,” I 

analyze different concepts of the other in the Magical and the Non-Magical societies as 
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well as otherness within the Magical society itself. The interwoven relationship between 

the Magical and the Non-Magical societies highlights various aspects of otherness. The 

Wizarding world’s social structure acts as a mirror of the social structures in both the 

Non-Magical society, the representation of the real world of the reader. By providing the 

Wizarding world with political and economic systems that are already familiar to readers, 

Rowling creates a society in which wizardry and witchcraft feel more likely to exist 

parallel to the readers’ everyday world. In this regard, many critics have stated that the 

Wizarding world is more likely to embrace otherness than its counterparts. However, the 

extraordinariness that Wizardkind accepts is magic, which is actually ordinary from the 

perspectives of wizards and witches. Several subgroups, including foreigners, beasts, 

hybrid creatures, ill people, and criminals, are still viewed as the other in the Wizarding 

society. The Wizarding Community’s treatment of Otherness invokes Foucault’s 

discussion of the treatment and the understanding of the other. Comparing the Magical 

Other and the Non-Magical Other reveals that the concept of otherness in the Potterverse 

is fluid and shifting.  

In my third chapter, “The Fluid Concept of the Self,” I primarily explore ideology 

and identity in the Wizarding society. By discussing mainstream ideologies espoused by 

leading subgroups and individuals, I examine how the concept of the self is shaped by 

external and internal factors in the Wizarding society. External factors are related to the 

Non-Magical Society (the other society). Internal factors include social hierarchies, 

school houses, and family backgrounds. Internal factors are the cause of external factors. 

Internal factors affect one’s attitude toward the other society. Afterward, I focus on the 

effect of personal choices by discussing Harry Potter’s and Tom Riddle’s self-identities. 

The concept of the self in the Wizarding world is fluid and shifting because these external 

categories can be correlated to personal choices.  
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The fourth chapter, “Fluid Spaces and Boundaries,” relates the fluid concepts of 

the self and the other to the discussion of shifting spaces and boundaries in the 

Potterverse. First, I analyze the shifting internal structures of three central Magical 

institutions: a prison, a hospital, and a school. I also explore these institutions’ fluid 

relationships with the external spaces that their locations. These institutions and spaces 

are more fluid in Magical areas than in the Non-Magical ones; this fluidity highlights the 

concept of a Foucauldian heterotopia. In addition to these places, several Magical items 

create subspaces that express features of a heterotopia as well. Secondly, I discuss the 

juxtaposition between the Magical and Non-Magical sites to analyze how these spaces 

construct and connect the fluid concepts of the self and the other in the Potterverse. I also 

explore the gateways that simultaneously segregate and connect these two societies. 

These juxtapositions demonstrate fluidity with their magical and changing characteristics. 

I use Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld as examples to 

illustrate how spaces exemplify magical awareness in the non-magical world. These 

spaces objectively concretize the relationship between Wizardkind and Non-Magical 

people and help construct the Potterverse’s fluid concept of the self and the other.  

The final chapter of this thesis, the conclusion, discloses how this scholarly work 

enriches existing academic studies about the Harry Potter universe. Since the Potterverse 

is still expanding, there is a promising future for a continuing research project that 

focuses on fluidity in the Potterverse.  
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Chapter Two  

The Fluid Concept of the Other  

 

The concept of the other in the Potterverse is closely linked to the fictional setting in 

the novels. In Rowling’s novels, from the vantage point of the Non-Magical society, things 

related to magic often seem to be the other. From the flip side, however, Wizardkind often 

see things without magic as resulting from a primitive and odd culture. People in both 

societies firmly believe that they are “normal” because “I, who think, cannot be mad.”4 In 

fact, the idea of the other is not completely different in these two societies; the worlds of 

Magic and Non-Magic sometimes share a common sense about what or who qualifies as 

the other. That is to say, the concept of the other is fluid between these two sites. Each of 

these societies excludes the other society and considers “the other” paradoxically, despite 

both these two societies being connected to each other in some degree. Rowling cunningly 

merges these two communities as Moebius strips,5 which exemplifies the blurred boundary 

between these two societies. This chapter centers on the Wizarding community’s 

perspective, and discusses the fluid concept of the other from the external and the internal 

conflicts in the Wizarding society. The external conflict is mainly presented by the 

complicated relationship between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies; the internal 

conflict is how the minor groups are taken as the other in the Wizarding society, such as 

magic-capable foreigners, beasts, patients, and criminals. I focus on how characters’ 

                                                
4 In his Second Appendices of History of Madness, “My Body, This Paper, This Fire,” Foucault 
mentions Descartes’s statement about the relationship between the knowledge of sensory and 
madness (550).  
5 Moebius strips is a surface with only one side and one boundary. 
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perspectives affect the concept of the other in the Potterverse, since this concept often 

relates to the “gaze of the others” and the “process of the gaze” according to Foucault’s 

study of madness (488). The first section deals with the shifting idea of the other from both 

Wizarding and Non-Magical perspectives. The second section explores the otherness in 

Wizarding world as observable in internal narrative conflicts. 

 

2.1    Wizarding and Non-Magical Societies:  

   Their Similarity, Difference, and Interwoven relationship  

The complicated relationship between the Wizarding and Non-Magical societies in 

the Potterverse can be divided into three main kinds: mirroring, segregate, and interwoven 

relationship. First, the Wizarding world has a remarkably similar social structure to the 

Non-Magical world. In the Wizarding society, wizards have their political and economic 

system. Magical elements are everywhere in these Wizarding social systems, which creates 

a world that takes witchcraft, sorcery, and the supernatural as common aspect of daily life.  

The mirroring relationship between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies arouses a 

familiar feeling yet still maintains elements of the fantasy. Secondly, the principle demand 

for Wizardkind to keep itself secret from the Non-Magical Other leads to the segregation 

between these two societies. The application of Foucault’s concept of the gap between the 

Same and the other highlights this segregation while illustrating the imbalance in power 

relationship of the Wizarding and Non-Magical communities. Lastly, the Wizarding and the 

Non-Magical societies can communicate or cooperate with each other in specific 

circumstances despite the segregation between them. The connection between these two 

societies often offers different perspectives of the same event. Their interwoven relationship 

reflects complicated external conflicts for the Wizarding world, which provides innovative 

opinions of the fluid concept of the other in the Potterverse. 
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2.1.1 Mirroring Relation: Politics, Economy, and Culture 

The mirroring relationship between the Magical and Non-Magical societies is 

mainly presented by their similar yet different political systems, economic systems, and 

cultures. These social structures and ideologies in the Magical society reflect these systems 

in the Non-Magical society. Rowling compares and contrasts these two, vividly drawing the 

line between these two communities but also creating a lively and humorous atmosphere in 

the Potterverse. As Natov observes, “Rowling ingeniously enhances and amplifies the 

vitality of ordinary object” (129). She points out that Rowling’s magical world is “created 

by and rooted in the details of everyday life,” unlike in most popular children’s fantasies in 

which the Magical world is entirely separate from daily life and represents “a refuge, an 

alternative to the real world” (128-9). The mirroring and intersubjectivity of the Magical 

and Non-Magical worlds lead to multiple layers in the Potterverse and blur the concept of 

normality in these two realms. I will analyze the similarity and difference between these 

two worlds from the aspect of social structure and everyday life in the Potterverse. 

The political system in the Wizarding world can be at one level interrogated as 

representative of the Non-Magical world, and then further as Rowling uses to satirize the 

government in the real world. The Ministry of Magic shares a similar structure with the 

British government, while the structure of the Magical Congress of the United States of 

American (MACUSA) reflects the American system of rule. Here I will only focus on the 

function and the weakness of these Magical governments, and leave the dissimilarity and 

connection of the political systems in different nations to the next section “Foreigners as the 

other: The International Structure of Magical Society.”  

The political systems portrayed in the Potterverse reflects the discussion of the 

power of the state in our reality. The government in the Magical society acts as the shadow 

of the Muggle government, yet the Ministry of Magic overpowers the Non-Magical 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 20 

Ministry. The Muggle government is rather more passive than the Ministry of Magic. 

Therefore, my discussion about the power of the states in the Potterverse mainly focuses on 

the function of the Ministry of Magic. Inspired by Barratt’s ethical questions of punishment 

in the Magical world: why a dementor’s kiss is acceptable while an Unforgivable Curses is 

not accepted? We can find that these settings are one of representation of the power of the 

state in the Magical world. The reason that the Unforgivable Curses are forbidden is that the 

government does not approve. Wizards and witches can kill others easily by casting some 

spell.  

On the contrary, it causes more labour and mental pressure is required for the Non-

Magical people to murder someone. Under this situation, the Magical government needs to 

take over the right of killing by the restriction of the Unforgivable Curses. That is to say, 

what the Magical government disapproves of is not the Unforgivable Curses, but the 

unauthorized killing activity by individuals. In The Goblet of Fire, Rowling offers us a 

historical background highlighting when the Unforgivable Curses were once approved by 

Crouch. Sirius Black tells Harry about the history when Voldemort is powerful,  

Times like that bring out the best in some people and the worst in others. 

Crouch’s principle might’ve been good in the beginning —- I wouldn’t 

know. He rose quickly through the Ministry, and he started ordering very 

harsh measure against Voldemort’s supporters. The Aurors were given new 

powers — the power to kill rather than capture, for instance. And I wasn’t 

the only one who was handed straight to the dementors without trial. Crouch 

fought violence with violence, and authorized the use of the Unforgivable 

Curses against suspects. (527) 

This setting reflects the power of the state in the Wizarding world. Although the 

government in the Wizarding world puts forth so many efforts to ensure the power of the 
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state, the power is mainly performed by the prominent individual instead of the 

government. In the Potterverse, these influential individuals overpower the Government, 

such as Albus Dumbledore, Lord Voldemort, and Harry Potter. Each of them represents the 

particular ideology and leads those who share the same idea. I will further discuss the effect 

of these powerful individuals and their relation with ideology and identity in the Wizarding 

society in the next chapter. Corrupt aristocrats and governors also exist in the Wizarding 

community, which is vividly portrayed in The Order of the Phoenix, such as the Malfoys 

and Dolores Umbridge. Cornelius Fudge, former the Minister for Magic, is not involved in 

the dark force but utterly incompetent in his job. One can easily project upon these 

characters some politicians or celebrities in our daily life. 

Secondly, international relation in the Potterverse are centered on Britain, an 

obvious reflection of both politics and economy in our reality. Rowling extends her 

illustration of the Potterverse through two major international activities in The Goblet of 

Fire: the Quidditch6 World Cup and The Triwizard Tournament.7 Both games are like the 

global sports activities in our reality. Through the description of these two events, Rowling 

provides us with an outline of the wizarding international relationship and reveals plenty of 

technical problems that challenge any who would undertake the organizing of these 

activities. She subtly inserts the relation of the Wizarding and Non-Magical communities 

when describing these operations. Here I leave aside the discussion of international bond 

for the next section “Foreigners as the other: The International Structure of Magical 

Society,” and focus on the technical problems facing the Ministry of Magic.  

                                                
6A Wizarding sport similar to soccer in the Muggle world which played in the air by wizards and 
witches on broomsticks (The Sorcerer’s Stone 79).   
7“A friendly competition between the three largest European schools of wizardry: Hogwarts, 
Beauxbatons, and Durmstrang. A champion was selected to represent each school, and the three 
champions competed in three magical tasks. The schools took it in turns to host in every five 
years, and it was generally agreed to be a most excellent way of establishing ties between young 
witches and wizards of different nationalities — until, that is, the death toll mounted so high that 
the tournament was discontinued” (The Goblet of Fire 187). 
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Arthur Weasley explains the massive organizational problem during the Quidditch 

World Cup. “It’s just that it’s very difficult for a large number of wizards to congregate 

without attracting Muggles’ attention. We have to be very careful about how we travel at the 

best of time, and on a huge occasion like the Quidditch World Cup” (The Goblet of Fire 

68). “There are places Muggles can’t penetrate, but imagine trying to pack a hundred 

thousand wizards into Diagon Alley or platform nine and three-quarters. So we had to find 

a nice deserted moor, and set up as many anti-Muggle precautions as possible” (69). The 

Ministry of Magic arrives at the solution of dividing and rerouting attendees. This 

description of the Wizarding government’s work is similar to what organizations do in our 

daily life when organizing international activities, such as the Olympics.  

Another thing that must be taken care of in the World Cup is that Muggle Repelling 

Charms on every inch of the gigantic stadium that holds the competition. “Every time 

Muggles have got anywhere near here all year, they’ve suddenly remembered urgent 

appointments and had to dash away again …bless them” (95). Arthur Weasley’s lines show 

his compassion for Muggles that they are easily affected by Wizardkind. Since people 

“suddenly remembered urgent appointments” is common in our experience, Rowling here 

again combines phenomena in daily life with a magical explanation.  

Rowling extensively describes the economic system in the Wizarding world, yet the 

description of the Wizarding banking system and business activities are unavoidable in her 

story. We can peek at the economic issue of the Wizarding world in Rowling’s narration 

about Gringotts — a wizarding bank run by goblins. Wizards have their own currency 

system built upon the Galleon, Sickle, and Knut, which are gold, silver, bronze, 

respectively. Rowling does not mention any other currency from other countries; we 

assume the banking system in the Wizarding world is international and the trouble of 

exchange of currency is vanishing in the Wizarding world. A wizard’s financial state can 
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still affect his or her social position. Jennifer Sterling-Folker and Brian Folker argue that, 

“the magicals also share the muggle expectation that those with [a] lower-paying job will 

have lower standards of living” (107). For instance, Arthur Weasley’s relatively 

unimportant position in the Ministry of Magic earns him a lower salary. The first time 

Draco Malfoy met Ron Weasley, Malfoy immediately sasses Ron that “No need to ask who 

you are. My father told me all the Weasleys have red hair, freckles, and more children than 

they can afford” (The Sorcerer’s Stone 108). This scene provides a hint of the Weasley’s 

status in the Wizarding society. Their poverty somehow affects the Weasley boys 

negatively, for instance, Ron lacks of confidence; Percy gains too much ambition. Natov 

states that “Rowling draws these opposing realms so seamlessly that they appear to have 

always been there, side by side, the event and its meaning exquisitely illuminated” (134). 

The political and economic systems in the Wizarding world are mirroring the social 

structure in the Non-Magical world, and the involvement of magic becomes ordinary in the 

Potterverse.  

Another mirroring relationship between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical worlds 

is that these two societies share a common historical and cultural context in the Potterverse. 

We can find many familiar legendary and historical events in the Wizarding society, such as 

the legend of Merlin and the history of Salem witch hunting. The folklore in the Wizarding 

world also has a similar structure of the stories in the Non-Magical world. Rowling’s 

Introduction in The Tales of Beedle the Bard suggests that these tales are much like Non-

Magical folklore and stories, such as Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty. The most blatant 

difference between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical fairy tales is the role of witchcraft. 

“In Muggle fairy tales,” Rowling remarks, “magic tends to lie at the root of the hero or 

heroine's troubles — the wicked witch has poisoned the apple, or put the princess into a 

hundred years' sleep, or turned the prince into a hideous beast. In The Tales of Beedle the 
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Bard, on the other hand, we meet heroes and heroines who can perform magic themselves, 

and yet find it just as hard to solve their problems as we do” (xi-xii). This statement 

seamlessly blends the Muggle worldview into Wizarding’s traditional folklore and 

fairytales, while setting a boundary between these two sites by pointing out the crucial role 

of wizardry and witchcraft. 

The Wizarding society mirrors the Non-Magical society in many ways, including 

politic, economy, and culture. The main difference between these two worlds is the role of 

magic. In the Wizarding world, witchcraft is taken for granted in wizards’ daily life, which 

creates a vivid description of the Potterverse, since magic is often taken as the 

extraordinaryin the Non-Magical society. In the following part, I am going to deal with the 

segregation between these two sites in the Potterverse, to see how the gap within the 

Potterverse affect the concept of the other.  

 

2.1.2 The Segregation  

The International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy (which could also be referred to as 

the International Code of Wizarding Secrecy or the International Statute of Secrecy) is the 

most important structural factor in the historical segregation of the Wizarding and Non-

Magical communities from historical aspects in the Potterverse. In Rowling’s 

supplementary work, The Tales of Beedle the Bard, she draws a fictional history set before 

the fifteenth century, when Wizardkind lived with their Non-Magical neighbors, and often 

used their magic for the benefit of Non-Magical fellows. Wizards grew tired of offering 

Non-Magical citizens assistance without any appreciation, since the persecution of witches 

and wizards continued to spread across Europe into the early fifteenth century. “The 

wizards drew further and further apart from their Non-Magical brethren, culminating in the 

institution of the International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy in 1689, when Wizardkind 
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voluntarily went underground” (14). Rowling provides her readers with a further 

explanation of this law in The Deathly Hallows, nothing that was natural, that the Magicals 

formed their own small communities within the larger Non-Magical community. Many 

small villages and hamlets attracted several magical families, banding together “for mutual 

support and protection” (318).  

This fictional law leads to the gap (“the caesura”) between the Wizarding and Non-Magical 

societies. Wizards are willing to silent themselves not only because they can gain more 

freedom by remaining silent, but they also can shape the Non-Magical fellows’ behavior in 

the shadows, such as using Muggle Repelling Charms. 

After the initial segregation of these two societies, some wizards still maintain their 

fondness for Muggles. However, “as the witch-hunts grew ever fiercer, wizarding families 

began to live double lives, using charms of concealment to protect themselves and their 

families. By the seventeenth century, any witch or wizard who chose to fraternize with 

Muggles became suspect, even an outcast in his or her own community” (The Tales of 

Beedle the Bard 15). Muggle haters popped up in the Wizarding society who later gathered 

together to follow some charismatic leaders, such as Gellert Grindelwald8 and Lord 

Voldemort. These wizards aim to subjugate all Non-Magical people and Muggle-born 

wizards and conquer both the Magical and Non-Magical worlds. These Dark Wizards 

represent a rebel force that break the balance of these two societies because they think this 

balance is established on the scarification of the wizards’ voice. This fictional legislation on 

one hand links to the history of the witch hunt in our reality, while on the other hand it 

explains the origin of the present structure of the Magical and the Non-Magical societies.  

                                                
8 One of the most dangerous Dark Wizards, he is believed to have a complex relationship with 
Albus Dumbledore (The Deathly Hallows 354-60). He is further described in Rowling’s new 
series, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.  
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Foucault’s discussion of the gap between the Same and the other sheds light upon 

the break and thus on the two societies. In Foucault’s History of Madness, he argues that the 

understanding of reason is based on the treatment of madness and otherness. Foucault not 

only researches the gap (“the caesura”) between reason and madness but also explores the 

silent and unspeakable characteristic of unreason. He states the history of madness is “the 

archaeology of silence”(xxviii) because madmen cannot explicitly express themselves. 

People attempt to speak unspeakable things and interpret madness. In the Potterverse, Non-

Magical people tend to deny the existence of Wizardkind. From wizards’ points of view, it 

is the Non-Magical people who should epitomize unreason, and their voice is unimportant. 

However, instead of trying to colonize the Non-Magical world, the majority in the 

Wizarding world chooses to hide themselves in the Potterverse to avoid further troublesome 

with their Non-Magical neighbors. The Wizarding community’s self-imoposed revised 

decision oddly offers them a better position in relations between the two societies. Rowling 

provides numerous examples that wizards shape the Non-Magical people’s behaviors from 

the shadows. I will further depute how Wizardkind gains an upper-hand position by hiding 

from the Non-Magical society in the following part.  

 

2.1.3 Connection between Wizarding and Non-Magical Communities 

The Wizarding and the Non-Magical communities are not entirely separated, 

despite Wizardkind remaining dedicated to the International Statute of Secrecy. The 

connection between these two societies includes intermarriage, the cooperation between 

governments,9 and the existence of Muggle-Born wizards and squibs.10 The interaction 

                                                
9 In Rowling’s additional explanation about North American Wizarding Society, she states that 
“Unlike most Western countries, there was no cooperation between the No-Maj government and 
MACUSA” (“MACUSA”, Pottermore). I will further elaborate upon this situation in the section 
“Foreigners as the other: The International Structure of Magical Society.” 
10 Non-magical individual who comes from a Magical family (The Chamber of Secret, 128).   
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between these two societies shows the imbalance of power in the relationship between 

Wizardkind and Non-Magical citizens. Their different understanding of the same events 

provides us a more fluid concept of the Same and the other.  

The different understanding of wizardry and witchcraft in these two societies is a 

crucial factor for analyzing the concept of the other in the Potterverse. Although in Non-

Magical people’s plain imagination, magic can do everything, magic in the Wizarding 

society is not a form of deus ex machina.11 Rowling sets many restrictions and limits on 

what magic can do to keep her characters and plots feeling real. For example, certain 

magical abilities need a qualification to perform, such as Apparate; one can never bring 

dead people back even in the Wizarding world. The Muggle’s idea that magic can solve any 

problem is considered ridiculous ignorance. In The Chamber of Secrets, Harry seizes the 

opportunity to threaten the Dursleys by swinging his wand because they do not know the 

restriction that underage wizard cannot conjure outside of school. Another representative 

plot for Non-Magical people’s misunderstanding about magic is a scene in which Fudge 

and Scrimgeour inform the Muggle British Prime Minister about the upcoming warfare on 

behave of the Ministry of Magic in Harry Potter and The Half-Blood Prince. Then the 

Prime Minister responds that “But for heaven’s sake — you’re wizards! You can do magic! 

Surely you can sort out — well — anything!” This statement seems ridiculous to wizards; 

Fudge explains “the trouble is, the other side can do magic too, Prime Minister” (18). Here, 

wizards could laugh at the Prime Minister; indeed, they cannot understand the Muggle 

realm’s limited knowledge about the Wizarding culture.  

Another detail to be noticed here is that the interaction between governments is one-

way. Only the Minister of Magic can visit the Prime Minister’s office and interferes with 

                                                
11 Deus ex machina means “god of the mechine” in Greek, which refers to “a person or thing (as in fiction 
or drama) that appears or is introduced suddenly and unexpectedly and provides a contrived solution to an 
apparently insoluble difficulty” (Merriam-Webster, updated on 8 July 2018). 
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Muggle events. The Muggle government can only be informed passively. Rowling also 

mentions fake magic in her description of Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes in the Half-Blood 

Prince that Fred and George are selling “Muggle magic tricks” in their store, “for freaks 

like Dad, who love Muggle stuff. It’s not a big earner, but we do fairly steady business, 

they’re great novelties” (118). This lays bare the Wizarding world’s attitude toward the 

Non-Magical. These items are mere tricks — novelties for particular customers. Rowling’s 

elaborations of Non-Magical protagonists’ observations on Wizarding issues fill in the gap 

between these two societies. 

The gap between these two societies in the Potterverse results not only from 

legislative segregation but also people’s ignorance of the other culture. Citizens in both the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies are ignorant of the other society in some degree, 

except those who occupy a position in both societies, such as Muggle-Born Wizards and 

squibs. For Non-Magical people, their fear of wizardry and witchcraft is enhanced by their 

ignorance of Magical culture. Non-Magical people, meanwhile, cannot get any knowledge 

about the Wizarding world. If one becomes accidentally aware of the Wizarding 

community, wizards will perform a Memory Spell to make he or she forget everything 

about the Magical world. Non-Magical citizens can only be approved to know something 

about the Magical world under certain situations. For example, when wizards need to 

cooperate with the Muggle authority, or when Muggles need to raise a wizard baby. That is 

to say, wizards can still gain knowledge about the Non-Magical world if they want, yet 

Non-Magical people have no choice but to live ignorantly. This information asymmetry 

between the Magical and the Non-Magical societies reflects the imbalance of power 

between these two societies, which is judged by if one has free choice to gain knowledge 

about the other.  
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As for wizards, they choose to ignore the Non-Magical culture because most 

believe the knowledge about Muggles is boring and useless. At Hogwarts, the course in 

“Muggle Studies” is described as dull and unimportant; the Misuse of Muggle Artefacts 

Office is defined as a slightly lower position in the Ministry of Magic. Most wizards are not 

familiar with the Non-Magical culture and proud of their ignorance. For instance, Amos 

Diggory, Arthur Weasley’s colleague in the Ministry of Magic, informs Arthur that as a 

consequences of the accident in the World Cup, “Muggle neighbors heard bangs and 

shouting, so they went and called those what-d’you-call’ems — please-men” (The Goblet 

of Fire 159). This scene shows other wizards’ ignorance of the Non-Magical culture, but 

they do not care, which provides comic relief as well. This setting reflects to the “British 

Raj” in readers’ reality, which was a British rule in the Indian subcontinent between 1858 

and 1947. At the height of Empire, the British considered all other culture are infantile and 

primitive and felt no need to learn about them other than as subcontinent trading partner. 

Likewise, the Muggle society is viewed as a primitive by Wizardkind. Wizards’ ignorance 

of the Non-Magical culture leads to plenty of humorous scenes when they try to look or 

behave like Non-Magical citizens. Their Muggle disguising are often ridiculous since they 

have no idea that they need proper clothes for different situations, and they cannot 

distinguish clothes for the different genders. There is no proper way to get those Muggle 

outfits in the Wizarding society which fits the rule of Wizarding secrecy of the other. A 

wizard can always gain knowledge about the Non-Magical culture if he or she is interested 

in it. However, the knowledge he or she receives might not be entirely accurate. Arthur 

Weasley is the most representative Muggle lover in the Potterverse, and Rowling implies 

there are fellow wizards who are fond of Muggle items as Arthur. Yet Arthur still 

misunderstands numerous Non-Magical objects in the story, for instance, he keeps 
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pronouncing “electric” wrong when he visits the Dursleys’ house. “Eclectic, you say? With 

a plug?” and “They run off eckeltricity, do they?” (The Goblet of Fire 43-5).   

Evidence of the power wizards have over Non-Magicals can be seen in The Goblet 

of Fire when the Quidditch World Cup is held at Muggle camp area owned by Muggles. 

The Ministry of Magic has to send people to control the entry gate. However the entry zone 

is set in a Muggle area, which means these wizards have to dress like Muggles and keep an 

eye on the Muggle passengers. “Both were dressed as Muggles, though very inexpertly: 

The man with the watch wore a tweed suit with thigh-length galoshes; his colleague, a kilt 

and a poncho” (75). The Camp owner Mr. Roberts is a Muggle. Therefore, Wizards who 

come to the World Cup need to pay the entry fee to him. Each time Mr. Roberts starts to 

suspect the identity of wizards, there will be a wizard to obliviate him. Mr. Roberts assumes 

Mr. Weasley is yet another foreigner having trouble with money and currency exchange.  

“You’re not the first one who’s had trouble with money,” said Mr. Roberts, 

scrutinizing Mr. Weasley closely. “I had two try and pay me with great gold 

coins the size of hubcaps ten minutes ago.” 

     […] 

     “People from all over. Loads of foreigner. And not just foreigners. 

Weirdos, you know? There’s a bloke walking ’round in a kilt and a poncho.” 

     […] 

     “It’s like some sort of … I dunno … like some sort of rally,” said Mr. 

Roberts. “They all seem to know each other. Like a big party.” (77)  

Then a wizard shows up to perform a Memory Charm on Mr. Roberts, and the camp owner 

can continue his work such as give them a map of the campsite and their changes. Mr. 

Roberts is the case in point that Muggles are not approved to be aware of anything about 

the Magical world. A wizard modifies Mr. Roberts’ memory just because he senses 

something weird, not even thinking about a Wizarding solution. Memory modification by 

weakening of Muggles’ abilities is viewed as a way of maintaing Wizarding’s Secrecy.  
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Another representative topic about the ignorance of each other’s cultures is their 

viewpoints about technology. In the Non-Magical society, the development of technology is 

one of the standards for examining the power of this society. However, in the wizarding 

world, they view Non-Magical technology as mundane substitutes for magic. Possession of 

high-technology is not viewed as an advantage. Indeed, it may be taken as a weakness from 

the wizards’ aspects. They do not necessarily see technology as a symbol of reason, which 

is nonsense from wizards’ perspective. Sarah Cantrell quotes Natov’s statements about the 

school’s otherness and explains,  

Natov asserts that the school’s otherness “calls attention to the awe and 

wonder of ordinary life” (315). Wizards’ fascination with Muggle culture 

transforms the drudgery of the ordinary because characters like Arthur 

Weasley celebrate the technological modernity (such as batteries, electric 

plugs, stamps, telephones, and cars) that readers take for granted. (200) 

This statement also explains why Hermione Granger takes the course of Muggle Studies in 

her third year in Hogwarts even though she is Muggle-Born and familiar with the Muggle 

culture. She states that “it’ll be fascinating to study them from the Wizarding point of view” 

(The Prisoner of Azkaban 57). Some technologies cannot be used in certain spaces within 

the Wizarding world because the magic will affect their function. Hermione quotes from 

Hogwarts: A History,12 “All those substitutes for magic Muggles use — electricity, 

computers, and radar, and all those things — they all go haywire around Hogwarts, there’s 

too much magic in the air” (The Goblet of Fire 548). In his “If yeh know where to go: 

Vision and Mapping in the Wizarding World,” Lewis states that “magic itself is self-

protective against Muggle technology; for there are not only protective charms for sensitive 

places, but also strong concentrations of magic” (55). It seems that magic can still 

                                                
12 A fictional book about History of Hogwarts which first mentioned in The Sorcerer’s Stone.  
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overpower the Non-Magical technology. However, some technological machines are 

accepted by the Magical society. Wizards often “transformed” and “improved” these 

machine by spells, such as cars, televisions, radios (Wizarding Wireless Network, 

Potterwatch), even news print. The Ministry of Magic has many cars for business, which 

are all enlarged by a spell. Arthur Weasley has a Ford which is enlarged by magic and 

equipped within several additional functions such as flying and invisibility. 

The imbalance of power relations in the Potterverse is also shown by the fact that 

Wizardkind can easily manipulate Non-Magical people. For example, in The Half-Blood 

Prince, Horace Slughorn lives in Muggles’ houses to hide from Death Eater. He explains to 

Dumbledore and Harry,  

I haven’t given them the chance. I’ve been on the move for a year. Never 

stay in one place more than a week. Move from Muggle house to Muggle 

house — the owners of this place are on holiday in the Canary Island — it’s 

been very pleasant, I’ll be sorry to leave. It’s quite easy once you know how, 

one simple Freezing Charm on these absurd burglar alarms the use instead 

of Sneako-scopes and make sure the neighbors don’t spot you bringing in 

the piano. (68) 

Slughorn states an alarm is useless and even absurd to a wizard, implying wizards’ upper-

hand position. Another example is the scene in which Fudge visits the Prime Minister of 

Muggles Britain in The Half-Blood Prince. The Prime Minister's original plan is speaking 

to the President, and he tries to avoid Fudge’s visit apparently, yet Fudge just as easily 

rearranges the schedule. “We shall arrange for the President to forget to call. He will 

telephone tomorrow night instead,” said the little man. “Kindly respond immediately to Mr. 

Fudge” (3). The imbalance of power then leads to information asymmetry in the 

Potterverse. The comprehension of the same events can be different in the Wizarding and 
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the Non-Magical societies, and of course, wizards’ understanding is closer to the truth than 

that of Non-Magical people. In his elaboration upon two different explanatory approaches 

to the murder of Tom Riddle senior and his family, Dumbledore notes:  

The Muggle authorities were perplexed. As far as I am aware, they do not 

know to this day how the Riddles died, for the Avada Kedavra curse does 

not usually leave any sign of damages […] This Ministry, on the other hand, 

knew at once that this was a wizard’s murder. (The Half-Blood Prince 366) 

Similar examples of these different opinions include the report about Sirius Black’s prison 

break and the collapse of the Brockdale Bridge. Muggle Prime Minister is confused by the 

strange events of the week: “How on earth was his government supposed to have stopped 

that bridge collapsing? It was outrageous for anybody to suggest that they were not 

spending enough on bridges” (The Half-Blood Prince 3). Later, Fudge shows up and hints 

these events involved Wizardkind; “I’ve been having the same week you have, Prime 

Minister. The Brockdale Bridge … the Bones and Vance murder … not to mention the 

ruckus in the West Country …” (3-5). This scene shows the imbalance of information 

between the Magical and Non-Magical communities. Wizards clearly occupy the upper-

hand position in the Potterverse by embodying magical power and gaining relatively 

complete information.   

In conclusion, the idea of the other in the Potterverse is ever shifting, members of 

the two societies categorize those who are from the other society into the category of 

“abnormal.” In fact, people from both societies are “normal.” The gap between the 

Wizarding and Non-Magical society is encouraged by each group’s ignorance of the other 

society. In the act of mirror-imaging, the Wizarding world reflects the Non-Magical world, 

which is the opposite of the Non-Magical world. This paradoxical relationship between 

these two worlds presents the fluid definition of the other in the Potterverse through the 
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shifting of narrative viewpoints. People from these two societies often lack knowledge and 

understanding of the other culture. However, wizards still gain the upper hand because they 

embody magical skills. Wizards often see Non-Magical people as less able and lacking 

knowledge, even those wizards such who are fond of Muggles as Arthur. Conversely, Non-

Magical people often think witchcraft represents unreason and abnormality. The repulsion 

and fear of witchcraft in the Non-Magical society results from the imbalance of power 

between the Non-Magical and Magical communities. This paradoxical relationship between 

the Wizarding and Non-Magical societies in the Potterverse not only makes possible of the 

shifting definition of Otherness but also illuminates an innovated blend of reason and 

unreason. 

In this section, I discussed the interwoven relationship between the Wizarding and 

the Non-Magical worlds and the resultant imbalance of power. However, the other in the 

Potterverse is not only performed by contradictory aspects of these two societies but is also 

provided as a subgroup within the Wizarding society. Although from the Non-Magical 

points of view, the Wizarding society seems to be extraordinary in and of itself and is seen 

as being comfortable with a high degree of “the oddness,” some magical phenomena and 

creatures within the Wizarding world are labeled as the other which is excluded from the 

dominant group in the Wizarding society. In the next section, I will shift the focus toward 

these internal conflicts within the Wizarding society, and discuss the concept of Otherness 

within the Wizarding World. 

 

2.2    Otherness within the Wizarding World 

The Wizarding world embraces many mysteries. There nevertheless remain 

phenomena which would be recognized as abnormal even in the Wizarding world, such as 

dreams, illusions, or hearing voices no one else can hear. The value of reason is still 
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appreciated more in the Wizarding world than the value of intuition, as sense is often more 

appreciated than sensibility in our experience. For example, Hermione thinks Divination is 

less sensible then Arithmancy (The Goblet of Fire 194). Foreigners are still taken as the 

other in the Wizarding world although the human conflicts between different countries are 

touched on lightly in the Potterverse. Otherness in the Wizarding world leads to the inquiry 

of the understanding of normality. Hybrid creatures and beasts are still viewed as the other 

through the shifting definition of being and beasts. In following parts, I will first discuss 

how foreigners are presented as the other in the Wizarding world although national borders 

are not so important in the Potterverse as in readers’ world. As for the position of hybrid 

creatures and other species in the Wizarding world, I will analyze the fluid relation between 

Magical beings and the beasts that Rowling illustrates in the Fantastic Beasts and Where to 

Find Them series and Pottermore. Meanwhile, I will discuss Lupin’s inability to find steady 

employment due to his werewolf identity as exemplary of wizards’ unequal relation with 

other magical creatures, including aggressive reactions that accompany public revealation 

of  Rubeus Hagrid’s half-giant status. Afterward, I will deal with the issue of illness, 

madness, and criminals in the Wizarding society and consider the fluid concept of the other 

in the Magical and Non-Magical worlds in these circumstances. 

 

2.2.1 Foreigners as the Other: The International Structure of the Magical 

Society 

The national border is not a fluid idea in the Potterverse; it remains the same in both 

the Magical and Non-Magical sites, yet the international relationship and the concept of 

nationalism behind it are different in these two sites. In the Wizarding world, the national 

conflict is mentioned only infrequently, yet foreigners are still viewed as the other to some 

degree by the British Wizarding community.  Rowling first elaborates upon the 
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international Wizarding world in The Goblet of Fire. In addition to Beauxabaton in France, 

Durmstrang in Bulgaria, and Ilvermorny in North America, Rowling describes other 

Wizarding schools in Pottermore, such as Castelobruxo in Brazil, Mahoutokoro in Japan, 

and Uagadou in Africa. She not only lists these Wizarding schools on the website, but also 

further elaborates upon the history and characteristics of these schools based on different 

national natures, folklore, and prototypes. She provides her readers with a further 

description about the North American Wizarding society and the international political 

relationship with the release of the Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them film in 2016. 

Nation and nationalism in the Wizarding world exemplify another relation between the self 

and the other in the Potterverse.  

First mention of other Wizarding schools occurs in The Goblet of Fire, when 

Harry, Hermione, and Ron overhear Draco Malfoy talks about Durmstrang. Harry 

apparently does not know there are other Wizarding schools in the world. Hermione 

explains that one of traditions of Wizarding schools is hiding from other. “There’s 

traditionally been a lot of rivalry between all the magic schools. Durmstrang and 

Beauxbatons like to conceal their whereabouts so nobody can steal their secrets” (166). 

No one can be exactly sure about the location of these Wizarding schools, although 

Durmstrang is believed to be located in the far north of Europe as ascertained from the  

description of their dress and accent. Rowling later reveals more information about 

Beauxbatons in Pottermore, notably that it is situated somewhere in the Pyrenees. She 

describes that “Beauxbatons Academy has a preponderance of French students, though 

Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Luxembourgians, and Belgians also attend in large numbers” 

(“Beauxbatons Academy of Magic,” Pottermore). The boundary between different 

Nations seems less important in the Wizarding realm where the primary focus is to keep 

themselves away from the Non-Magical. The uncertainty about these Wizarding schools 
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shows a vagueness about the idea of nation and nationalism. Nation and nationalism in 

the wizarding world exemplify another relation between the self and the other in the 

Potterverse. 

Jennifer Sterling-Folker and Brian Folker state that “nationalism and the nation-

state play no role in magical conflicts” (103). They point out that Ministry of Magic is not 

only in charge of preventing Muggle detection, but also “regulates magical behavior in 

ways that are similar to the regulation of muggle populations by their respective national 

governments” (105). The Folkers state that conflicts in our reality can either be internal to 

nation-states, such as civil wars, or between nations such as border disputes. However, 

they suggest that “warfare in the magical world […] seems almost solely connected to 

issue of racial purity among wizards and the oppression or containment of other magical 

creatures” (109). That is to say warfare in the Magical society results from internal 

conflicts of ideology, not from external conflicts between nations. The Folkers explore the 

reflection of international political and economic institutions in the Harry Potter saga to 

argue that “it underscores an important element of human conflict” (103). However, the 

fact that human conflict is not mentioned much in the texts does not mean it is not there. 

It might be a narrative conceit on the part of an author who already has fabricated a 

universe of fantastic proportions. In the following paragraphs I will deal with those 

different cultures that Rowling has mentioned in the Harry Potter sage which leads to the 

idea of human conflict in the Potterverse.  

The heterogenic nationality in the Potterverse enhances the idea of foreigners as 

the other in the British Wizarding society. Rowling presents these cultural differences by 

notably emphasizing the stereotype of foreign languages and appearances. Julia 

Eccleshare observes that  
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defining people by nationality depends largely on using the best-known, 

and therefore the most stereotypical characteristics. Though clearly 

intended as parody, the two competing teams at the Quidditch World Cup 

— Bulgaria and Ireland — are defined by simplistic, nationalist emblems 

and mascots. […] The same problems beset the descriptions of the 

members of the two schools traveling to Hogwarts with their champions 

for the Triwizard Tournament. (80-1) 

 To enhance the impression of different characteristics of countries, Rowling puts extra 

effort into her description of clothing which fits the stereotype of each country. She 

describes the uniform of Beauxbatons as “shivering, which was unsurprising, given that 

their robes seemed to be made of fine silk, and none of them were wearing cloaks. A few 

had wrapped scarves and shawls around their heads” (The Goblet of Fire 244). As for 

Durmstrang, “they were wearing cloaks of some kind of shaggy, matted fur. But the man 

who was leading them up to the castle was wearing furs of a different sort: sleek and 

silver, like his hair” (247). This description about Durmstrang presents us an impression 

of Imperialism. The clothes match the name of the schools – beautiful wards and storm 

and stress. In Rowling’s elaboration upon the Quidditch World Cup, she provides details 

about several foreign wizards,  

Three African wizards sat in serious conversation, all of them wearing long 

white robes and roasting what looked like a rabbit on a bright purple fire, 

while a group of middle-aged American witches sat gossiping happily 

beneath a spangled banner stretched between their tents that read: THE 

SALEM WITCHES’ INSTITUTE. (The Goblet of Fire 82) 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 39 

In this paragraph, Rowling not only shows outfits that fit our stereotypical imagination 

about Africans but also mentions an American historical icon for enhancing our impression 

of American witchcraft. 

Rowling further reveals the North American wizarding society and the international 

political relationship with the release of Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them film. She 

released a series of writings about the history of magic in North America, including the 

development of the Wizarding school, government, and culture in North America. The 

North American Magical society adds the elements of Americanness to the Potterverse, 

which leads to a complete international structure in the Wizarding world.  In Pottermore, 

Rowling raises a debate about ‘Country or Kind’ in her work “MACUSA:” 

The issue for discussion was: did the magical community owe their highest 

allegiance to the country in which they had made their homes, or to the 

global underground wizarding community? Were they morally obliged to 

join American No-Majs in their fight for liberation from the British 

Muggles? Or was this, simply put, not their fight? 

     The arguments for and against intervention were protracted and the 

fight became vicious. Pro-interventionists argued that they might be able 

to save lives; anti-interventionists that wizards risked their own security by 

revealing themselves in battle. Messengers were sent to the Ministry of 

Magic in London to ask whether they intended to fight. A four-word 

message returned: ‘Sitting this one out.’ McGilliguddy’s famous response 

was even shorter: ‘Mind you do.’ While officially the American witches 

and wizards did not engage in battle, unofficially there were many 

instances of intervention to protect No-Maj neighbors and the wizarding 
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community celebrated Independence Day along with the rest of American 

society – although not necessarily alongside them. 

The relationship between the British and the American is much more complicated in the 

Potterverse than in readers’ world since it includes the relationship of the governments in 

British and American Wizarding societies, the relationship of the governments in British 

and American Non-Magical societies, and the relationship between American wizards and 

Non-Magical citizens. The relationship between the governments in British and American 

Wizarding societies is similar to the proportion of the politics in British and American 

Non-Magical societies since the President of MACUSA still asks the Ministry of Magic 

in London for advice.  

To sum up, Rowling does not describe any national conflict in the Potterverse, but 

foreigners in the Wizarding society are still taken as the other since their stereotypical 

images are enhanced in the story. Wizards have no intention to exclude any foreign 

wizard; instead, they are only curious about foreigners and tend to escort their own 

national pride. However, wizards’ attitude toward other creatures is not so friendly as they 

treat foreigners. In next part, I will discuss the fluid category of beings and beasts which 

lead to the shifting concept of the other within the Wizarding society.  

 

2.2.2 Magical Beings, Beasts, and Hybrid Creatures in the Potterverse 

The biodiversity of the Wizarding world is much more complicated than in the Non-

Magical world. Numerous magical creatures blur the boundary between human being and 

animal, such as the werewolf, centaur, merpeople, giant, and so on. In Rowling’s Fantastic 

Beasts and Where to Find Them,13 several conflicts between these human-like or intelligent 

                                                
13 Rowling creates a fictional textbook containing numerous details about the magical creatures, 
which is written by Newt Scamander, a fictional character.  
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creatures and wizards are described deliberately. This setting shows how wizards treat the 

other under different contexts.  

Newt Scamander — a Magizoologist who is the author of the fictional textbook, 

Fantastic Beast and Where to Find Them— discusses the shifting definition of a “beast” in 

his research and emphasizes several species that are hard to define, such as werewolves, 

centaurs, trolls, and so on. He raises a core question: “which of these creatures is a ‘being’ 

— that is to say, a creature worthy of legal rights and a voice in the governance of the 

magical world — and which is a ‘beast’?” (xix). The early definition of “being” is any 

member of the Magical community that walks on two legs; however, many two-legged 

creatures’ intelligence are not qualified as a “being.” For example, Diricawls, Auguries, and 

the Fwoopers.14 Here Newt quotes another fictional book in Potterverse A History of 

Magic,15 as the reference to his examples. Rowling’s cunning usage of self-reference 

provides a solid structure for the Potterverse. After the first failure, the Minister of Magic 

declares those who could speak a human tongue could be defined as “beings” (xxi). But 

many creatures can speak simple human morphemes without any comprehension of the 

languages. Merpeople have a high level of intelligence, but they only speak Mermish which 

out of the water sounds like a meaningless scream. However, Mermish can also be viewed 

as a foreign language since Dumbledore can speak Mermish. That is to say, this language is 

understandable through learning. Finally, the Minister reaches the agreement that “a ‘being’ 

was ‘any creature that has sufficient intelligence to understand the laws of the magic 

community and to bear part of the responsibility in shaping those laws” (xxii). This 

                                                
14 These are fictional creatures in the Potterverse which are created by Rowling and record in The 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. 
15 A fictional book about the history of the Wizarding world by Bathilda Bagshot (The Sorcerer’s 
Stone).  

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 42 

agreement is only an imperfect solution of the fluid idea of “being,” providing a legislative 

clarification of “being.”  

Apart from the ambiguous definition of “being” and “beast,” some species are 

defined as “being” but seem not interested in the affairs of the wizarding government. “We 

are all aware that the centaurs have refused ‘being’ status and requested to remain ‘beasts’; 

werewolves, meanwhile, have been shunted between the Beast and Being divisions for 

many years” (xxiii). In Newts’ footnote of this statement, he also points out that several 

species are willing to manage their affairs separately from wizards, such as hags, vampires, 

and merpeople (xxiii). As for werewolves, they are a kind of disease in the Wizarding 

society. There is another quality that has highly intelligent creatures being classified as 

“beasts,” the inability to manage one’s brutal nature. Into this category falls the Sphinx.      

There exists some legislation to contain prejudice against creatures other than 

Wizardkind. For example, in The Goblet of Fire, when people find a comatose house-elf16 

possesses a wand under the Dark Mark, a Ministry wizard immediately states, “clause three 

of the Code of Wand Use broken, for a start. No non-human creature is permitted to carry 

or use a wand” (132 – original emphasis). In fact, the house-elves can perform strong 

magic without wands. This restriction is only made for securing Wizardkind’s superiority. 

Another example of the discrimination to other creatures is the social status and bias 

of werewolves. In her article “Specters of Thatcherism,” Karin E. Westman states that,  

[Lupin’s] presence at Hogwarts reveals the degree of latent prejudice 

lingering in even Ron Weasley’s other otherwise well-meaning and Muggle-

loving heart: the news that Lupin suffers the effects of a werewolf bite 

received as a child prompts Ron’s immediate, bitter, highly italicized 

                                                
16 A magical creature which is hard-working and devoted to its designated master. It can perform 
powerful magic without a wand (The Chamber of Secrets 15).   
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response: ‘Get away from me, werewolf!’ (Prisoner of Azkaban 253). […] 

Lupin’s status as werewolf — an existence that had no cure when he was a 

boy and still leaves him unemployed because of prejudice like Ron’s” (323 

– original emphasis).  

At the end of The Prisoner of Azkaban, Snape lets slip Lupin’s identity as a werewolf; 

Lupin is forced to leave Hogwarts. “This time tomorrow, the owl will start arriving from 

parents … They will not want a werewolf teaching their children” (423). The werewolf’s 

bite is fatal and can never be completely cured therefore a werewolf is closer to the source 

of contamination or curse rather than a natural species. This disease can only be controlled 

by Wolfsbane Potion — a potion that prevents werewolves from losing their minds after 

transformation. That is to say, even the accursed can be included in the society through 

medical assistance. Nevertheless, the illness is still a cause for discriminatory behavior. 

Lupin plays a role that breaks the general bias to a werewolf in the Wizarding world, which 

proves that werewolves maintain some humanity and reason. Rowling here attempts to 

raise a discussion on the prejudice in the medical system that treats patients like the other. I 

will further discuss the issue of illness as the other in part C: “Illness, Madness, and 

Criminals in the Wizarding Community.” 

Lupin is not the only one who goes through a miserable experience because of his 

hybrid identity. Rubeus Hagrid is also treated unfairly since his identity as a half-giant is 

revealed. In The Goblet of Fire, after Rita Skeeter reveals Hagrid’s identity as a half-giant, 

there is a great many who turn against Hagrid. Dumbledore is also criticized for hiring a 

half-giant in the school. In her report, Skeeter emphasizes the giant clan’s notoriety as a 

bloodthirsty and brutal species. Hagrid afterward receives hate letters which insult him and 

his identity. For example, “you are a monster and you should be put down” and “Your 

mother killed innocent people and if you had any decency you’d jump in a lake” (544). 
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Cornelius Fudge, the Minister of Magic, also expresses his distrust of Hagrid and Madame 

Maxime: “They don’t turn out harmless — if, indeed, you can call Hagrid harmless, with 

that monster fixation he’s got” (580). These wizards refuse to understand the other, even 

those who are accepted as part of the Wizarding society. The terrific irony of this is that the 

wizarding world is assumed to be open to extraordinariness.  

Iver Neumann sees the giant as “a morally and physically deformed creature 

arriving to demarcate the boundary beyond which lies the unintelligible, the in human. […] 

A hybrid, half-manning the boundary of humanity” (167). He points out Hagrid is the key 

character that links these three realms; “Hagrid, who is the front man for the realm of 

giants, has a special rapport with the realm of monsters, to the extent that we may see the 

realm inhabited by giants and monsters as one realm” (158). He continues, “Hagrid is a 

being of the boundary, a messenger, a mediator between species and realms, even between 

culture and nature. […] Hagrid is also a key with which to unlock the symbolic geography 

of the world of Harry Potter” (165). Neumann emphasizes the domination of 

wizards/humans over giants (168). 

Dolores Umbridge is an extreme case of the repellant response toward Otherness in 

the Wizarding Society. In Rowling’s supplementary work, Short Stories from Hogwarts of 

Power, Politics and Pesky Poltergeists, Umbridge is described as “an immensely 

controlling person, and all who challenge her authority and world-view must, in her 

opinion, be punished. She actively enjoys subjugating and humiliating others, and except in 

their declared allegiances, there is little to choose between her and Bellatrix Lestrange” 

(80).  

The typical wizard’s attitude toward the other in their society is hostile, and their 

ideal way for dealing with the other is simply exclusion. Rowling’s vivid description of 

these individual Other in the Potterverse is deconstructing the prejudice and unfair situation 
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in the Wizarding society. Unlike the last section, the fluid concept of the other is based on 

the perspectives, the definition of the other here is a relative concept, which depends on 

things it compares to. The complex relation of Sameness and Otherness in the Wizarding 

world illustrates the shifting standard of the other as the perspectives from the dominant 

group in the Wizarding society. 

Wizardkind is not only attempting to dominate beasts and hybrid-creatures, but also 

trying to exclude ill people, madmen, and criminals from their major society. This will be 

made more obvious in the next part, we will see the last exclusive group in the Wizarding 

society by analyzing how wizards treat illness, madness, and criminals as the other.  

 

2.2.3 Illness, Madness, and Criminality in the Wizarding Community 

In this part, I will mainly discuss how magic involves and affects people’s 

treatment of the other. In the Wizarding world, wizardry and witchcraft are central to the 

cause and treatment of physical and mental illness. Magical power also presents the 

possibility of omnipotent surveillance in prison. However, Wizarding rudimentary 

response to ill people, madmen, and criminals is still exclusion as in the Non-Magical 

society. In this case, the involvement of witchcraft does not change peoples’ attitude 

toward the other. Instead, it enhances the gap between the Same and the other and 

aggravates the poor condition of the other in Wizarding society.  

In Foucault’s History of Madness, he discusses the primitive treatment of the other 

by addressing the example of the Ship of Fools. In the classical age, madmen not only 

referred to those who suffer from mental disorders but also can be criminals or ill men, 

because “rationalism could conceive a form of madness where reason itself was not 

affected, but where the madness was apparent from the moral disorder of a life and an evil 

will” (134). The function of the Ship of Fools equals to a prison and a hospital at the same 
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time. That is to say, the illness and criminality were considered as akin to madness, which 

leads to a too simple and direct response to these “unreason” groups: exclusion. Foucault 

also suggests that in the sixteen century, cities in England and Germany had set up several 

asylums for segregating these disordered people rather than healing them. In this sense, 

hospitals for the mad were similar to prisons. As for those suffering from physical 

diseases, they were often excluded from the majority society; furthermore, they might be 

taken as the object of the medical gaze.   

Wizards and witches who suffer from physical disease are seldom taken as the 

other since most illnesses and diseases caused by Non-Magical events could be cured by 

spells or potions in the Wizarding society. However, mental disorder is hard to be cured 

even by wizardry and witchcraft. Wizarding people who are mentally ill would be 

considered as the other as well. In the floor guide of the Wizarding hospital St. Mungo's 

Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries, Rowling lists illnesses and diseases that may 

be found in the Wizarding society, Artifact Accidents (Cauldron explosion, wand 

backfiring, broom crashes, etc.), Creature-Induced Injuries (Bites, stings, burns, 

embedded spines, etc.), Magical Bugs (Contagious maladies, e.g. dragon pox, vanishing 

sickness, scrofungulus), Potion and Plant Poisoning (Rashes, regurgitation, uncontrollable 

giggling, etc.), Spell Damage (Unliftable jinxes, and incorrectly applied charms, etc.) 

(The Order of the Phoenix 485-6). These symptoms are all involved in witchcraft and 

seem to have corresponding treatments. However, as Rowling’s further description 

reveals, some illnesses cannot be fully cured, such as a werewolf’s bite and insanity. 

Witchcraft cannot solve every problem. Arthur Weasley’s wounding which is caused by 

Nagini — a special kind of serpent — is such ailment that cannot be healed by the 

traditional wizarding treatment. Therefore, a healer tries stitches as a complementary 

medicine for Arthur’s case. In the wizards’ perspective, stitches is the “old Muggle 
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remedy,” but it may work well with the wizarding treatment in this situation. Hermione 

criticizes the usage of stitches, arguing that while “they do work well on non-magical 

wounds,” their applicability in this instance is limited as “something in that snake’s 

venom dissolves them” (507). This scene also shows Arthur as the object of the medical 

gaze, because the healer takes his situation for an opportunity to experiment with 

commentary remedies. Another example that shows that sometimes Muggle remedies can 

cure Magical diseases is Vernon taking Dudley to the hospital for remove the pig tail that 

Hagrid curses upon him.  

As for insane people in the Wizarding world, they are only kept in their wards 

without further treatment. In this case, the hospital is merely an asylum which provides a 

space to keep the other apart from society. Likewise, Remus Lupin’s identity as a 

werewolf is repellant to the majority, yet some can accept him regardless of his illness. 

These include Albus Dumbledore, Sirius Black, James Potter, and Harry Potter. In The 

Half-Blood Prince, Lupin explains to Harry about his position in the werewolves as a spy 

and how he tries to reason with other werewolves.  

“I cannot pretend that my particular brand of reasoned argument is making 

much headway against Greyback’s17 insistence that we werewolves deserve 

blood, that we ought to revenge ourselves on normal people.” 

     “But you are normal!” said Harry fiercely. “You’ve just got a — a 

problem—” (335) 

Wizardkind’s various attitudes toward the illness and the madness are close to our 

experiencing of the world. In his introduction to Foucault’s works, Gary Gutting 

                                                

17 Fenrir Greyback is the most dangerous werewolf who has a special interest in biting children. 
He is the one who bit Remus Lupin because he resented Lupin’s father (Short Stories from 
Hogwarts of Heroism, Hardship and Dangerous Hobbies, 287-382).  
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compares Foucault’s major ideas in Discipline and Punish and History of Madness. He 

concludes,  

The book [Discipline and Punish] is not, like The History of Madness, 

centred on a specific Other against which ‘we’ (normal society) define 

ourselves. Society itself appears as a multitude of dominated others: not 

only criminals but also students, patients, factory workers, soldiers, 

shoppers … Each of us is -- and in a variety of ways -- the subject of 

modern power. Correspondingly, there is no single centre of power, no 

privileged ‘us’ against which a marginalized ‘them’ is defined. (87)  

The domination of others presents a more complicated power relationship in the 

Wizarding society. By getting these relative Other away from the “normal society,” the 

rest of Wizardkind can occupy the upper-hand position in the social hierarchy. As illness 

and madness are treated as inseparable from the other, criminals are excluded directly 

from the Wizarding society.  

In the Potterverse, criminals are commonly sent to the Wizarding prison, Azkaban, 

for their punishment. Under this juridical system, wizards seem not to care about 

reshaping these criminals’ ideology or behaviors; they resolve the criminal issue by 

keeping the incarcerated away from the major society. The government uses Dementors 

as guards. Dementors are a kind of fantastic beasts which absorb people’s joy and make 

them feel miserable. Wizardkind does not leave a way for criminals to come back to the 

major society. I will discuss more detail about the function and structure of Azkaban in 

Chapter four, “Fluid Spaces and Boundaries.” Here I mainly discuss how wizards treat 

criminals in Azkaban.  

The use of Dementors as guards in Azkaban, inculcates despair by removing happy 

memories and driving inmates crazy. The “Dementor’s kiss” become the ultimate 
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punishment for prisoners; one’s soul will be sucked out by the Dementor, and he or she may 

remain undead but also not alive. This treatment is inhumane and cruel. Furthermore, 

Wizardkind cannot completely control Dementors’ behaviors because they only follow their 

biological need. In a later book of Harry Potter Saga, Lord Voldemort takes control of the 

prison by promising to offer more victims to Dementors. In her supplementary work, Short 

Stories from Hogwarts of Power, Politics and Pesky Poltergeists, Rowling explains that a 

Minister of Magic tries to remove the Dementors as guards after he visits Azkaban and sees 

most of the prisoners are mad. However,  

Experts explained to him that the only reason the Dementors were (mostly) 

confined to the island was that they were being provided with a constant 

supply of souls on which to feed. If deprived of prisoners, they were likely 

to abandon the prison and head for the mainland. (274) 

Here, these experts seem to use prisoners as Dementors feed to keep them away from the 

mainland. Prisoners are not treated as human beings; they are the other, which can be easily 

sacrificed for the rest of population in the Wizarding society. However, before this Minister 

can reach an agreement to abandon Azkaban as a prison, he dies of Dragon Pox. Not until 

Kingsley Shacklebolt becomes Minister does anyone consider closing Azkaban.  

They turned a blind eye to the inhumane conditions inside the fortress, 

permitted it to be magically enlarged and expanded and rarely visited, due to 

the awful effects of entering a building populated by thousands of 

Dementors. Most justified their attitude by pointing to the prison’s perfect 

record at keeping prisoners locked up. (279) 

Treatments toward criminals in Azkaban seems crueler than the Killing Curse (Avada 

Kedavra) which would kill people in a second. This theory reflects my previous discussion 

about the power of the state. Rowling reveals the development of Azkaban after the Battle 
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of Hogwarts in 1999, “Under Kingsley Shacklebolt, Azkaban was purged of Dementors. 

While it remains in use as a prison, the guards are now Aurors, who are regularly rotated 

from the mainland. There has been no breakout since this new system was introduced” 

(291). Using Aurors as guards instead of Dementors seems to be less cruel. In fact, the 

managing method and relationship of power in Azkaban does not change; it just puts 

different characters in the same position who do the same thing. The primal goal for prisons 

is incarceration. Criminals in the Wizarding society are still treated as outcasts.  

Apart from Azkaban, Rowling also mentions how American wizardry’s treatment 

of criminals in Pottermore,  

a significant difference between the wizarding governments of the United 

States and the UK of this time was the penalty for the serious crime. 

Whereas British witches and wizards were sent to Azkaban, the worst 

criminals in America were executed. (“MACUSA,” Pottermore) 

These different treatments of criminals somehow reflect the historical context of human’s 

progressive solution in facing the other, which Foucault discusses in his History of 

Madness. Foucault states that “This constant circulation of the insane, the gesture of 

banishment and enforced embarkation, was not merely aimed at the social utility, or the 

safety of citizens. Its meanings were closer to rituals, and their trace is still discernible” 

(10). The exile of madmen and criminals is not only for the social security, but also exist 

as a kind of ritual. He continues with an analysis of the ship of fool:  

So the ship of fools was heavily loaded with meaning, and clearly carried a 

great social force. On the one hand, it had incontestably practical 

functions, as entrusting a madman to the care of boatmen meant that he 

would no longer roam around the city walls, and ensured that he would 

travel far and be a prisoner of his own departure. But there was more: 
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water brought its own dark symbolic charge, carrying away, but purifying 

too. (10-1) 

Therefore, the removal or imprisonment of the illness, the insane, and the criminals is a 

way to preserve the majority’s subjective position of power. The involvement of 

witchcraft only intensifies the way that people treat the other. Azkaban is an extreme 

practice of Panopticon. In her discussion of discipline in the Potterverse Bethany Barratt 

focuses upon punishment and human rights in Azkaban. She observes that “wizard law 

allows for regular detaining of persons in Azkaban, which surely comprises punishment 

in and of itself, without trial and with indefinite arrangements for trial” (38). Barratt 

further analyses that one of Rowling’s central political messages should be “that an unjust 

law should not be followed (Brown 109), and that any regime that embraces such laws is 

not a legitimate one” (57). The question of human rights in the wizarding world is mainly 

provided by Sirius, Hagrid, and Buckbeak’s miscarriage of justice in The Prisoner of 

Azkaban, which also represents the dysfunctional judicial system and government.  

 

2.3    Core Argument  

All in all, in this section, the other in the Wizarding world not only presents the 

fluid border between the Same and the other since the involvement of magical force but 

also shows the initial hierarchy in the Wizarding world. The Magical Other discussed in 

this section reflects the Muggle Other in three aspects: The Foreigner, the non-human, 

and the abnormal human. By comparing the Magical and Muggle Other, this section 

provides that Magical people do embrace more obscure things which related to wizardry 

and witchcraft than the Muggles. However, as for the other minority groups within the 

Wizarding society, wizards’ response toward the other reflects how we see the other in 

readers’ reality, which then lead to a further social differentiation in the Wizarding 
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society. The culture difference in the Non-Magical worlds also features in the Wizarding 

society. The boundary between human and non-human is more blurred in the Magical 

world than in the Non-Magical world.  

Wizards use magical creatures to serve the purpose of surveillance in the Magical 

prison, which is another way to enact the discipline power of the institutional structure. 

Rowling reveals the issue about the other in the readers’ society by describing the other in 

the Wizarding world. By combining with Foucault’s discussion on the other, especially 

his idea of the other in History of Madness, this section reveals the concept of the other 

within the Wizarding world. It is not only much more fluid than the Non-Magical world 

because of their different understandings of normality, but also mirror to the current 

situation of the Muggle Other and the other in readers’ reality.  

The discussion of the other in the Wizarding society is more complicated than in 

the Non-Magical society since the difference between the external and internal conflicts. 

The external factor is mainly from the Non-Magical society, which serves the purpose as 

a The mirroring perspectives of the other from the Wizarding and the Non-Magical 

societies lead to a more fluid concept of the other and reveal the power relationship in the 

Potterverse. The involvement of wizardry and witchcraft, on the one hand, adds more 

factors for one to judge the other one as the same or the other; on the other hand, the 

magical force enhances the gap between the Same and the other because it provides more 

possibilities of dominating and excluding the other. In the next chapter, I will discuss the 

fluid concept of the self by analyzing various subgroups and ambiguous self-identity in 

the Potterverse.      
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Chapter Three 

The Fluid Concept of the Self 

 

Previously we discussed how Wizardkind views the other with a more fluid 

standard than Non-Magical people. In this chapter, we can see individuals’ identities in 

the Potterverse, and discuss how different the external and internal factor in the 

Wizarding societies shape their members' identities. The external factor is mainly the 

influence from the Non-Magical society. The internal factor is subgroups within the 

Wizarding society which include social hierarchy, School Houses, and family 

backgrounds. These subgroups ensure diversity in the Wizarding world. Different 

combinations of subgroups would result in different characters. Furthermore, the personal 

choice greatly affects how one sees himself or herself. One can belong to various groups 

and subgroups in the Potterverse at the same time, for example Squibs, Muggle-Born and 

Half-Blood wizards and witches. Their personal choices become the primal factor that 

determine their self-identities. The interaction between the external and internal factors in 

the Wizarding world reveals the fluid concept of the self.  

The first section analyzes different subgroups in the Potterverse, such as school 

houses, wizard families, and secret societies, by discussing their leading ideologies and 

how they affect their fellow members’ self-identity. Then I will take the Slug Club as the 

example to discuss the situation of crossing groups and subgroups. The second section 

deals with those who have fluid positions in both the Wizarding and the Non-Magical 

worlds, such as Squibs, Muggle-Born wizards, Half-Blood wizards and their Non-

Magical family members. These individuals’ fluid identities gain them an important 
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position in the Potterverse since they can penetrate these two sites. Finally, this chapter 

reveals how the personal choice affects one’s understanding of the self. I take Harry 

Potter and Tom Riddle’s extraordinary position as case studies, to see how one sees and 

reacts to his “specialness” from different perspectives. 

 

3.1    Subgroups and Influential Individuals in the Potterverse   

In the previous chapter I divided the Potterverse into two main groups: The Magical 

and Non-Magical communities; this chapter further divides the Magical society into various 

subgroups based upon Magical citizens’ different family and educational background, and 

their ideologies. The confrontation among different subgroups in the Wizarding world 

presents a fluid understanding of the self in the Potterverse; Problems that resulted from this 

confrontation in the Wizarding society are as complicated as racial and social concerns in 

readers’ reality. Each subgroup has a main ideology which is often led by influential 

individuals, such as the founder of this subgroup and its representative members. In their 

“Conflict and Nation-State” Jennifer Sterling-Folker and Brian Folker point out that 

individuals in the Magical world are relatively powerful than sovereign institutions. This 

section mainly takes School Houses, Families, and secret societies as examples of 

subgroups in the Wizarding world; to see how these subgroups mould and represent 

wizards and witches’ identities. Meanwhile, I analyze the function of these influential 

individuals in each subgroup and their effect on the fellow members in the subgroup. Then, 

I deal with the situation of the Slug Club which crosses the boundary of original subgroups, 

yet it also represents another exclusiveness in the Potterverse.  

 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 55 

3.1.1 Identification of Families and School Houses  

The classifications of Families and School Houses are representative examples of 

subgroups which help to shape peoples’ identity in the Wizarding world. Families and 

Bloodlines are innate in each wizard or witch’s nature. Wizards and witches in the same 

family are most likely to share a similar personality and social value, especially those 

ancient Pure-Blood families. Of course, there will be some exceptions; each family has 

some “black sheep” or “blood traitors.” This section discusses blood purity, intermarriage, 

and Non-Magical parentages by comparing and contrast of several families in the 

Potterverse. Likewise, the classification of School Houses is decided by an irresistible 

authority — the Sorting Hat; one can hardly choose his or her School House by his or her 

will. It seems that Harry chooses his House by presenting his bias actively, yet one’s own 

will is just a factor that the Sorting Hat might concern when it cannot decide immediately. 

Wizards and witches are sorted into different School Houses based on their nature, family 

background, and different social values. Each school house has a leading ideology which is 

formed by its founder, and this ideology will enhance its member’s nature, or even shape 

their identities by repeatedly emphasizing the primary virtue of the House. Either the 

category of subgroups is enhancing one’s natural personality or forming one’s identity by 

nurturing him or her specific value, these subgroups are one of the key factors of social 

diversity in the Wizarding world by resulting to various ideologies.  

Family background is one of primal classifications of people in both the Magical 

and the Non-Magical societies. The tradition of Family in the Magical society is similar to 

the aristocratic system in the Non-Magical community. In her article on the Pottermore 

“Pure-Blood,” Rowling introduces us  to “The Sacred Twenty-Eight” — a list of twenty-

eight Pure-Blood families — in the article Pure-Blood Directory, which aims to help these 

families maintain “the purity of their blood.” In the Non-Magical society, the aristocracy 
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also emphasizes their superior blood-line. In the Wizarding world, Wizardkind’s gene is 

superior to the Non-Magical folks’ in the practical sense, which decides if one can perform 

magic or not. Intermarriage between Wizardkind and Muggle people increases the 

possibility of the reproduction of Non-Magical people. In this sense, the exclusivism is 

concretized in the Wizarding society since the intermarriage with members of the other 

group might decrease the population of the Wizarding community. Therefore, most families 

in the Sacred Twenty-Eight consider themselves superior to others. Some tenacious families 

even resist any communication with Non-Magical people. Most representative example is 

the Lestranges.  

Although these families share the similar value that they should maintain their 

blood purity, there are still minor differences among these families. Considering the sense 

of Eugenics and the decreasing number of Wizardkind, some families do not decry certain 

communication or intermarriage with Non-Magical people. In Rowling’s article “The 

Malfoy Family” in Pottermore, she states that 

the [Malfoy] family has, however, eschewed the somewhat dangerous 

practice of inter-marrying within such a small pool of pure-bloods that they 

become enfeebled or unstable, unlike a small minority of fanatic families 

such as the Gaunts and Lestranges, and many a half-blood appears on the 

Malfoy family tree. (Pottermore) 

Rowling further points out that the Malfoys would not reject contact with wealth and 

authority from the Non-Magical society. That is to say, although the Malfoys still value the 

blood doctrine and the belief in Wizards’ superiority over Muggles, they would not reject 

further connection with those Non-Magical people who are wealthy or aristocratic. Julia 

Eccleshare also observes that “Malfoy reveals further layers of prejudice in his hierarchical 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 57 

view of society” (75). For the Malfoys, Pure-Blood wizards who lack of money are no 

better than wizards who lack of breeding.  

The Weasley family is the most noticeable family in the Sacred Twenty-Eight. Often 

called “blood traitors” by those aggressive Pure-Blood wizards and witches, the family’s 

reputation mainly results from Arthur’s—the patriarch in the Weasley family— welcoming 

attitude to the Non-Magical community. His fellow family members also share an open-

minded attitude toward other groups. Although the Weasleys do not possess any powerful 

position in the Wizarding world, they are still an old and famous family. Their symbol is 

their ginger hair. Most wizards and witches immediately recognize a Weasley by their red 

hair.  

Another discord is struck by the “black sheep” members in each household. For 

example, the Black family has Sirius Black who was sorted to Gryffindor and Andromeda 

Tonks (née Black, Nymphadora Tonks’ mother) who married a Muggle. The dichotomy 

between the ideologies of Pure-Blood families presents diverse ways to shape a 

wizard/witch’s ideology. For wizards and witches, there are two kinds of people defined by 

their attitude toward the Non-Magical community: hostility and amiability. Not all wizards 

or witches who are hostile toward the Non-Magical culture will join the Death Eater or kill 

Muggles; most of them just keep a low profile by avoiding further contact with the Non-

Magical people while believing in Wizards’ superiority.  

Apart from one’s family background, School House is also a key factor for 

representing a wizard or witch’s identity. Each House values particular virtues, which are 

shaped by its founder and practiced by its members. In Hogwarts, there are four Houses 

which represent different virtues of their students: Gryffindor values determination and 

chivalry; Ravenclaw values wisdom and knowledge; Hufflepuff values dedication and 

loyalty; and Slytherin values wit and ambition. The various ideologies of Houses also affect 
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their members’ attitudes toward Non-Magical fellows, Muggle-Born, and Half-Blood 

wizards and witches. The Sorting Hat is the supreme authority for categorizing newcomers 

of Hogwarts into these four Houses depending on each student’s personality. Therefore, 

wizards and witches from the same house are assumed to have same virtues. In most 

situations one can hardly choose his or her own House, one’s personal will could affect the 

Sorting Hat only when he or she gives the Hat a hard decision to make. The Hat sorts each 

Weasley to Gryffindor almost immediately, which apparently leaves them no time to make 

a choice. However, another possibility of this case is because that each Weasley firmly 

believes in he or she belongs to Gryffindor. That is to say, a wizard or witch’s House can 

primarily represent one’s personality and belief. In addition to one’s nature, one’s personal 

choice can greatly affect his or her self-identification. The understanding of the self 

becomes fluid in this sense. For those who give the Sorting Hat a hard decision to make, 

Rowling elaborates upon these cases in her article “Hatstall” on Pottermore. “[Hatstall is] 

an archaic Hogwarts term for any new student whose Sorting takes longer than five 

minutes. It is an exceptionally long time for the Sorting Hat to deliberate, and rarely occurs, 

perhaps once every fifty years” (“Hatstall,” Pottermore). Hermione nearly becomes a 

Hatstall since she shows great potential abilities that both Ravenclaw and Gryffindor would 

appreciate. Professor Minerva McGonagall is the true Hatstall for causing the Hat “to 

agonise for five and a half minutes as to whether Minerva ought to go to Ravenclaw or 

Gryffindor” (“Hatstall,” Pottermore). We can assume that both Hermione and Minerva have 

no preference for being a Ravenclaw or a Gryffindor. Therefore, their case is severe for the 

Hat. As for Harry Potter’s situation, although the Hat deliberate whether Harry should be 

sorted into Gryffindor or Slytherin, Harry’s personal choice is considered by the Sorting 

Hat as well. This scene provides us an idea that one’s personal choice can affect his or her 

self-identity, which I will further discuss in the next section.  
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The different ideologies that each House celebrates can be traced back to the four 

Hogwarts Founders: Godric Gryffindor, Helga Hufflepuff, Rowena Ravenclaw and Salazar 

Slytherin. During the founding period of the school, these four wizards and witches aimed 

to establish an institution for the instruction of juveniles. However, they differed in their 

opinions of what values to their future students. Salazar Slytherin maintained the traditional 

value of wizard’s superiority as some Pure-Blood Families.   

A rift began to grow between Slytherin and the others. Slytherin wished to 

be more selective about the students admitted to Hogwarts. He believed that 

magical learning should be kept within all-magic families. He dislikes 

taking students of Muggle parentage, believing them to be untrustworthy. 

(The Chamber of Secrets 150 – original emphasis) 

His idea affects the standard of students to be in Slytherin. In fact, every House Founders’ 

ideologies are practiced and enhanced by members in the respective House. Rowling 

provides many representative characters in each House, including the Head of the House, 

who considerably practices the primitive virtues of the House.  

However, the stereotypes of Houses gradually disintegrate through the development 

of the Harry Potter series; more and more characters present multiple characteristics from 

other than his/her own House. The deconstruction of Houses is specially presented by the 

shifting imagination of Slytherin.  For example, Severus Snape is described as a typical 

Slytherin at the beginning of the story: cunning, proud, and ambitious. Through the 

development of the story, Rowling gradually reveals his other faces: loyal and selfishless. 

In Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, a stage play written by Jack Thorne, based on an 

original new story by Thorne, Rowling, and John Tiffany, the bias against Slytherin is 

reversed by putting Harry’s son into Slytherin House. Likewise, the heroic portrait of 

Newton Scamander in the new series, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them revises the 
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pedestrian image of Hufflepuff as well. I will further discuss the collapse of the original 

images of Slytherin by taking Horace Slughorn as an example in Part C, “Cross the 

Boundaries: The Slug Club.”  

 

3.1.2 Secret Societies and Their Leading Ideology 

Secret societies are the particular form of subgroups in the Magical world; the two 

most representative secret societies in the Wizarding society are the Death Eaters and the 

Order of the Phoenix. Like secret societies in the Non-Magical society, each secret society 

has a core purpose, symbolic item, and classified connecting system. The Death Eaters 

society is a secret society led by Voldemort, which pursues the purification of the Magical 

blood and ruling both the Magical and Non-Magical world by Dark Magic. One noticeable 

fact is that Voldemort would not call himself a Death Eater; he excludes himself from the 

group and sees the members of the Death Eater as his personal services. The Dark Mark is 

both their symbol and their connecting system; each member gets a Dark Mark tattoo on 

their front arm, which will become burning hot when Voldemort summons his followers. 

The Dark Mark can be read as a visualized symbol for one’s identity. “Every Death Eater 

had the sign burned into him by the Dark Lord. It is a means of distinguishing one 

another, and his means of summoning us to him” explains Snape in Rowling’s The Goblet 

of Fire (710). Another characteristic of the Death Eaters is that they often use the Dark 

Magic illegally in order to achieve their purposes. Although, as I discuss in Chapter two, 

spells and abilities are neutral themselves. For example, Parselmouth18 is often taken as the 

symbol of a dark wizard, but the skill does not symbolize good or evil by itself. The Dark 

                                                
18 An uncommon ability of communicating with serpents, which was known as Salazar Slytherin’s 
iconic ability (The Chamber of Secrets 195).  
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magic is frightened people because of they are symbolic those dark wizards, not because of 

the effect of spells or abilities.  

Members of the Death Eaters view their identity and the Mark differently, especially 

in different historical periods. While Lord Voldemort losing his power, apart from those die-

hard followers, most Death Eaters desperately hide their Dark Mark and claim that they 

were forced to join the society, such as Igor Karkaroff and Lucius Malfoy. These members 

do not truly appreciate the leading ideology of the Death Eaters, they join this subgroup out 

of fear or longing of Voldemort’s power. Another case of a different attitude toward the 

Dark Mark is Draco Malfoy; he uses the Dark Mark to threaten people because of his 

ignorance of the real meaning of being a Death Eater. He only realizes the superiority that 

he gets, but he does not know it might cost his life. 

Correspondingly, Dumbledore founds a secret society, the Order of the Phoenix, to 

oppose the Death Eaters during the First Wizarding War. Its original members include 

Minerva McGonagall, James and Lily Potter, Sirius Black, Remus Lupin, Arthur and Molly 

Weasley, and so on. The organization of the Order of the Phoenix shifts significantly in the 

Second Wizarding War, since many original members are dead or have lost their minds 

while gaining new members who were not aged enough in the First War. Wizards and 

witches join the Order of the Phoenix because they agree with the leading ideology and the 

purpose of this society. The Order of the Phoenix is a resistant force against Lord 

Voldemort’s Totalitarianism; that is to say, this secret society would not exist independently. 

Their core purpose is to fight their enemy, and once their archenemy is dismissed, this 

society will disband until their enemy returns. Their symbolic item is Dumbledore’s pet 

phoenix, but members do not have to carve it on their arms. During the Second Wizarding 

War, members in the Order of the Phoenix connect to each other by Potterwatch, an 

underground radio. Unlike the communication system of the Death Eater that members only 
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respond directly to their leader, Lord Voldemort, members in the Order of the Phoenix can 

communicate and share information with each other through the coded channel. This 

system demonstrates that although the Order of the Phoenix greatly relies on Dumbledore’s 

power, the cooperation among members of this society also exploits each member’s 

advantages. Apart from the different ideologies of the Order of the Phoenix and the Death 

Eaters, another essential difference between these two secret societies is that the former 

values each member, while the latter only focuses on its charismatic leader.  

As a resistant force against a totalitarian authority, Harry Potter also founded a 

secret society similar to the Order of the Phoenix in Hogwarts, Dumbledore’s Army, for 

opposing Dolores Umbridge’s taking over the school. Harry uses enchanted golden coins as 

the symbolic item and connecting system of Dumbledore’s Army to avoid Umbridge’s 

surveillance. This juvenile society is more like an activity club, which originally aims to 

practice and study school subjects together. Afterward, Dumbledore’s Army turns out to be 

an underground resistant army in Hogwarts while the Death Eaters take charge of the 

school. The Dumbledore’s Army imitates the organization of the Order of the Phoenix; 

members in the juvenile organization can be viewed as pioneers or candidates for the Order 

of the Phoenix.  

These robust private subgroups reveal the dysfunction of the government. Jennifer 

Sterling-Folker and Brian Folker point out that individuals in the Magical world are 

relatively more powerful than sovereign institutions. They state “the Ministry’s powers are 

checked by the magical power of particular individual wizards, such as Dumbledore or 

Voldemort” (114-5). The individual power in the Potterverse also relates to the absence of 

the state in the Wizarding society. The Folkers conclude that the Wizarding world is not “as 

necessary for accomplishing large-scale collective violence among Magicals as it is for 

Non-Magicals” because the outcomes are significantly decided by these influential 
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individuals (115). In the Harry Potter Saga, the conflicts between Dumbledore and Lord 

Voldemort greatly affects both the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies, while the 

Ministry of Magic mainly focuses on the maintenance of Wizarding Secrecy. In the first 

four Harry Potter novels, the Ministry seems to maintain the function of the Wizarding 

world. However, the Ministry’s power has been gradually shown as the dysfunctional 

system since the fifth Harry Potter novel. During the Second Wizarding War, the Ministry 

of Magic is completely malfunction because it is controlled by the Death Eaters. The 

Ministry has no army or police system can compete with the secret society. The dysfunction 

of the Wizarding government on one hand satires the function of the government in the 

reality; on the other hand, this setting reveals that Wizardkind tends to highlight the 

individual variety.  

 

3.1.3 Crossing the Boundaries: The Slug Club 

These subgroups that I discussed above not only gather characters who have similar 

personality or ideology together, but also enhance their characteristic by praising certain 

value and providing apparent attitude. However, the boundary among each subgroup is 

fluid in the Potterverse. One can be into multiple subgroups at the same time. For example, 

Sirius Black is a Gryffindor and a core member of the Order of the Phoenix, while he 

comes from a traditional Pure-Blood family. There also a subgroup that is recruiting only 

talented or powerful wizards and witches regardless the category of other subgroups — The 

Slug Club. This subgroup, on the one hand, crosses the traditional subgroups; on the other 

hand, it represents another exclusivity within the Wizarding world since it values power 

over everything. 

The founder of the Slug Club is Horace Slughorn, one of the most talented potion 

teachers in Hogwarts, who apparently enjoys his influential and intimate relationship with 
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famous or talented students. He comes from one of the Sacred Twenty-Eight families, but 

he does not care so much about others’ bloodline as his family members do. Slughorn 

focuses both on one’s abilities and one’s relationship with influential individuals. Rowling 

states that “he practised his own brand of elitism” in her Short Stories from Hogwarts of 

Power, Politics and Pesky Poltergeists (313). He found “the Slug Club” for recruiting 

wizards and witches that he adores since his very first year in Hogwarts. After a temporary 

retirement, he backs to the teaching position by Dumbledore’s asking. Horace Slughorn 

starts recruiting students once he gets on the Hogwarts Express by inviting talented or 

influential wizards to his compartment.  

Everyone here seemed to have been invited because they were connected to 

somebody well-known or influential — everyone except Ginny. Zabini, who 

was interrogated after McLaggen, turned out to have a famously beautiful 

witch for a mother […]. It was Neville’s turn next: This was a very 

uncomfortable ten minutes, for Neville’s parents, well-known Aurors, had 

been tortured into insanity by Bellatrix Lestrange and a couple of Death 

Eater cronies. At the end of Neville’s interview, Harry had the impression 

that Slughorn was reserving judgment on Neville, yet to see whether he had 

any of his parents’ flair. (The Half-Blood Prince 145) 

Here we can see: to get the invitation of the Slug Club, one’s ability is valued most. Then, 

Slughorn values those who have a strong connection with powerful or influential 

individuals. Slughorn invites Ginny because he happened to see her performing “the most 

marvelous Bat-Bogey Hex” (146), even though she is not related to any well-known 

wizards. He is also impressed by Hermione Granger’s class performance and later invites 

her to his club. Slughorn first assumes Hermione has relation with a famous wizard whose 

family name is also Granger, but his attitude to Hermione does not change after she reveals 
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her Muggle-born identity. Slughorn says that “Oho! ‘One of my best friends is Muggle-

born, and she’s the best in our year!’ I’m assuming this is the very friend of whom you 

spoke, Harry?” (186). Of course, Hermione may also catch Slughorn’s notice by her 

friendship with Harry Potter, but overall Slughorn can ignore the blood-trend if one is 

talented enough himself or herself.  This scene presents that Slughorn still has some bias on 

one’s family background. He confesses that he was amazed when he knew that Lily Evans 

is a Muggle-Born witch. However, he does not care much about the blood doctrine as much 

as his family does. Slughorn’s elitism sheds light on Foucault’s idea of the regime of power-

knowledge-pleasure that the knowledge is the excise of power while the power is acting as 

the function of the knowledge.   

Slughorn is not blindly searching for power; he takes an explicit pose that he does 

not want any relation with Death Eaters. In this case, although the Malfoys are undoubtedly 

an influential family in the Wizarding society, Slughorn has no intention of inviting Draco 

to his club. Draco tries to draw his attention during the first class by asking him whether he 

knows his grandfather, Abraxas Malfoy, or not. Slughorn responds, “‘Yes, I was sorry to 

hear he had died, although of course it wasn’t unexpected, dragon pox at his age …’ and he 

walked away” (189-90). His repelling attitude toward the Dark force and his bravery at the 

Battle of Hogwarts somehow break the stereotype of a Slytherin, such as hating Muggles 

and obsessing with the Dark Magic. In Rowling’s discussion about Horace Slughorn in her 

work, Short Stories from Hogwarts of Power, Politics and Pesky Poltergeists, “When his 

bravery at the Battle of Hogwarts was publicized, his actions (along with those of Regulus 

Black, which gained attention in the aftermath of Voldemort’s demise) removed much of 

the stigma that had been attached to Slytherin house for hundreds of years” (408). Slughorn 

himself is also a revised character from the traditional image of Slytherin because of his 

open-minded attitude toward other and resistance to the Dark Magic. 
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Horace Slughorn and his Slug Club represent a new category of Wizardkind while 

deconstructing boundaries among traditional subgroups in the Potterverse. The original 

catalogues—such as Families and School Houses— are vanishing in this case. All Slughorn 

cares about is one’s abilities and one’s potential further influence. He practices another kind 

of exclusivity by valuing power and knowledge over everything else. However, he also 

embraces the diversity since he ignores the current social values in the Wizarding world. 

The Slug Club can be viewed as the deconstruction of the boundaries among subgroups and 

their stereotype which presents us more complicated characters as well as provides us a 

more complex worldview. 

Subgroups in the Potterverse serve the purpose of leading and shaping different 

ideologies of their members. Apart from the original classification between the Wizardkind 

and the Non-Magical people, the most representative subgroups in the Wizarding world are 

families, School Houses, and secret societies. Individuals from different subgroups would 

hold a divergent understanding of the self. Each subgroup would have a leading individual 

and several representative members. Furthermore, one can be in multiple subgroups at the 

same time; since one’s belonging subgroups may affect his or her understanding of the self, 

one’s concept of the self would be fluid. That is to say, the boundary between groups can be 

crossed. The original structures and limitations within the Wizarding society are gradually 

deconstructing because of the blurred boundary between subgroups. The Slug Club is one 

of the representative groups that organizes elite wizards and witches who come from 

different subgroups. In next section, I will further explain those characters that cross the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical communities, while demonstrating these characters’ 

positions in the Potterverse and their fluid understanding of the self.  
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3.2    Characters in-between Wizarding and Non-Magical Societies  

For those who can penetrate the Wizarding and Non-Magical societies, including 

Wizarding and Non-Magical characters, they possess a unique spectating position between 

these two societies and perform the importance of different perspectives in the Potterverse. 

Intermarriage between Wizardkind and Non-Magical people also creates a more 

complicated and intimate relationship between these two societies. In Julia Eccleshare’s A 

Guide to the Harry Potter Novels, she states that  

Within the selective starting point, the pupils are chosen to attend 

Hogwarts, Rowling purses the idea of differences of class and race. 

Wizard’s hierarchies are based on many things, including age, wealth and 

intelligence, but the central issue for the fanatics is one of purity of 

breeding. Within the parallel worlds of Wizards and Muggles there is a fair 

amount of cross-over, including intermarriage. (75)  

Muggle-Born and Half-Blood wizards are greatly involved with the Non-Magical Society 

while their Non-Magical family members are involved in the Magical world. On the 

contrary, Squibs are born into a Magical family but have no magical talents. They have to 

grow up in the Non-Magical social and educational system while they aware of the 

Magical world all along. Although some wizards see Muggle-Born and Half-Blood 

wizards as lower-class citizens in their society, Muggle-Born and Half-Blood wizards are 

occupying the upper-hand position since they gain complete knowledge about both 

societies in the Potterverse. Neumann states that “those who are able to move between 

realms will have a power advantage in such a world, because they may bring more 

resources to bear on a struggle in any one realm” (158). Likewise, Squibs are often taken 

as impotence or disable characters in the Wizarding world. However, it turns out their 

identity is an ideal cover for secretly helping wizards in the Non-Magical world. 

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 68 

In Part A, “Spectators’ Fluid Position In-between Magical and the Non-Magical 

Worlds,” I will discuss how characters who belong to a certain group (either the Wizarding 

or the Non-Magical societies) react when they encounter the other group. In Part B, 

“Squibs, Muggle-Born, and Half-Blood Wizards,” I will analyze those who do not entirely 

belong to a certain group and their functions in the Potterverse while discussing how they 

see their identities. Finally, in Part C, I will take Harry Potter and Tom Riddle as case 

studies to illustrate their understanding of the self is more important their nature.  

 

3.2.1 Spectators’ Fluid Position In-between Magical and Non-Magical Worlds 

Each scene that is overlapping the Magical and the Non-Magical societies lead to 

fluid perspectives. Namely, Rowling sets either a character whose perspectives has shifted 

in these scenes or different spectators who view the same scene from an opposite 

perspective. One’s attitude may shift when he/she gains further knowledge about the 

Magical or the Non-Magical cultures. As for different spectators’ viewpoints, it is lucidly 

shown in scenes when wizards encounter Non-Magical folks. 

The cooperation between the Ministry of Magic and the Non-Magical Government 

involves a fluid perspective between the Magical and Non-Magical communities. Except 

for the scene about the Prime Minister’s different view of witchcraft, I discuss in Chapter 

two, here I will analyze a further contact between the Magical and the Non-Magical 

government. In The Half-Blood Prince, The new Minister of Magic, Scrimgeour, meets the 

Muggle Prime Minister to inform him of the upcoming warfare in the Wizarding world and 

offer the Muggle Minister special protection. “It’ll be a poor lookout for the Muggles if 

their Prime Minister gets put under the Imperius Curse. The new secretary in your outer 

office —” As the Muggle Minister thinks Scrimgeour wants him to get rid of the secretary, 

he defends the secretary right away. “I’m not getting rid of Kingsley Shacklebolt, if that’s 
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what you’re suggesting! […]. He’s highly efficient, gets through twice the work the rest of 

them —” Then Scimgeour reveals that Kingsley Shacklebolt’s true identity as a wizard who 

has been assigned to the Muggle Prime Minister for his protection (The Half-Blood Prince 

17). Without knowing Shacklebolt’s true identity, the Muggle Prime Minister speaks highly 

of his performance. However, the Prime Minister feels offended when Scrimgeour reveals 

Kingsley’s status as a well-trained wizard who is ordered to protect the Prime Minister. The 

shifting attitude of the Prime Minister reveals that the involvement of the Wizarding society 

would affect Non-Magical people’s perspective of the same thing.   

Spectators from different societies may maintain opposite viewpoints in the same 

event. Here I present a scene in The Goblet of Fire as an example of the conflict between 

the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies, while discussing different spectators around 

the core of the doubling and difference between Arthur Weasley and Vernon Dursley. In this 

scene, the Weasleys visit the Dursleys for picking Harry up to the Quidditch World Cup. 

This scene reveals the different understanding of “normal” from the Wizardkind and the 

Muggles’ perspective. First, the Dursleys get a “strange” letter from Molly Weasley telling 

that they will go visit. The letter from Molly is all covered with stamps which reveals her 

lack of knowledge about Muggles communication system. Vernon’s reaction to Molly’s 

letter arouses a lively atmosphere. “The postman noticed,’’ he said through gritted teeth. 

“Very interested to know where this letter came from, he was. That’s why he rang the 

doorbell. Seemed to think it was funny” (31). Rowling italicized “funny” for two purposes: 

the first is to express Vernon’s sarcastic tone; the second is to emphasize the hilarious and 

strange situation the letter has created. Also, in Molly’s letter, she tells Harry to reply in the 

“normal” way — the owl post. However, in the Dursleys’ viewpoint, it is absolutely an 

abnormal way.  
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The second point worth noting in this scene is that Vernon keeps guessing the 

Weasleys’ outfits and the car they drive, which the way that people judge others in the real 

world. He still attempts to judge Magical people by social standards in the Non-Magical 

culture, such as their outfit and the brand of their vehicle. “I hope you told them to dress 

properly, these people,” he snarled at once. “I’ve seen the sort of stuff your lot wear. They’d 

better have the decency to put on normal clothes, that’s all” (The Goblet of Fire 39-40). 

Vernon would show more respect to the Weasleys if they are well-dressed or driving a 

fancy vehicle. However, to the Dursleys’ surprise, the Weasleys show up by Floo Powder, 

wizardry transportation that allows wizards to travel through different fireplace, which 

revises the ordinary imagination of transportation and leads to a more hostile response from 

Vernon.  

As for the Weasleys, they show respect to those muggle things in the Dursley’s 

house that are unfamiliar to them. Therefore, they fail to understand Vernon’s unfriendly 

attitude toward them. Arthur Weasley passionately presents his benevolence once they get 

to the Dursley’s fireplace, though Vernon shows hostility to him and his family. Arthur 

shows great interest in everything in the Dursleys’ house since he is famous for his 

fondness for Non-Magical stuff. Eccleshare also points out that 

The central juxtaposition, in terms of family love, lies between Harry’s 

unloved situation as an orphan housed by unwilling relatives and Ron’s 

position within an over-large, ebullient and loving family. […] Rowling is 

superficially crude in reflecting the emotional poverty of the Dursleys in 

their over-orderly domesticity as opposed to the warmth of the Weasleys 

with their chaotic comings and goings and their over-crowded house. (96)  

Both Arthur and Vernon are the patriarchs in their family who gain some degree of 

knowledge about the other society, but they treat the other with radically different attitudes. 
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Vernon resents every “abnormal” thing around him, while Arthur welcomes every 

possibility to his family. They represent the two extreme sides of the spectrum and hold 

different definitions of reason and normality. Therefore, “who is speaking” is a central 

question when comparing the contrast between Arthur and Vernon. These interweaving 

scenes not only create the absurd and humorous effects in the Potterverse but also enhance 

the link between these two societies. 

 

3.2.2 Squibs, Muggle-Born, and Half-Blood Wizards 

Although revealing the Wizarding community to the Non-Magical community is 

forbidden, wizards can still contact Non-Magical folks individually. That is to say, in some 

conditions, several specific Non-Magical fellows can be aware of the Magical world, and 

do no need to be obliviated, such as Squibs and wizards’ Non-Magical spouses. Some of 

these Non-Magical fellows even become substantially involved in the Magical world, such 

as Mrs. Figg, Argus Filch, Ted Tonks; These characters do not fully belong to either the 

Wizarding nor the Non-Magical community. However, their in-between identity helps the 

Wizarding community a lot. Both Mrs. Figg and Argus Filch are squibs. Mrs. Figg affiliates 

with the Order of the Phoenix and protects Harry Potter while observing the Dursleys in the 

Non-Magical neighborhood. Argus Filch works in Hogwarts as a caretaker and joins the 

battle of Hogwarts in The Deathly Hallows. As for Ted Tonks (Nymphadora’s father), he is 

a Muggle who married to a witch. He provides his house as a safe place for members of the 

Order of the Phoenix. In the following paragraphs, I will first analyze Squibs that involved 

in both the Magical and the Non-Magical societies, especially take Argus Filch and Mrs. 

Figg as examples. Secondly, I will discuss the intermarriage between wizard/witch and the 

Non-Magical fellow. Finally, I will explain how these Half-Blood wizards and witches and 

their Non-Magical family members see the relationship between these two societies.   
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Squibs are people who are born in a Wizarding family or an intermarriage family 

but cannot perform wizarding or witchcraft. Most of them will be raised up and educated in 

the Non-Magical society while exposed to Wizarding environments. Both Argus Filch and 

Mrs. Figg occupy essential positions in the Wizarding society. Filch is the caretaker in 

Hogwarts, while Mrs. Figg is assigned to taking care of Harry Potter by Dumbledore. Their 

cases demonstrate that Non-Magical fellows can still function well in the Wizarding 

society. Dumbledore not only embraces each individual even they cannot perform 

witchcraft but also welcomes these Non-Magical people get into the Wizarding World. In 

fact, Mrs. Figg excellently uses her Non-Magical identity in her undercover work.  

Filch is in charge of maintaining good care of the castle and disciplining students in 

Hogwarts. He is assumed to be the one and only Muggle caretakers in Hogwarts. In The 

Chamber of Secrets, Harry accidentally reads a letter on Filch’s desk, which informs a 

course for those who are not adequate with witchcraft. Sadly, this course is for impotent 

wizards or witches, and it is not helpful for a person who cannot perform any magic. Filch 

is agitated when he finds Harry is reading the letter. His first reaction is to deny the letter is 

his, then he kicks Harry out of his office and orders him not to tell anyone (128). This scene 

reveals that Filch is ashamed of his identity as a Squib. On the contrary to most Non-

Magical peoples’ opinion, lacking capability of performing magic is “abnormal” in Filch’s 

point of view, since a Squib has grown up in a circumstance that are full of wizardry and 

witchcraft. In this case, Squibs seem to be a defection in the Wizarding World. In Filch’s 

case, we can see not everything has to be done by witchcraft; one can still do a decent job 

by Non-Magical ways, such as the caretaker’s job.  

Mrs. Figg first shows up in the Harry Potter saga as Harry’s cat-obsessed neighbor, 

who is “a mad old lady who lived two streets away” (The Sorcerer’s Stone 22). The 

Dursleys often leave Harry with her while they are going out. “Harry hated it there. The 
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whole house smelled of cabbage and Mrs. Figg made him look at photographs of all the 

cats she’d ever owned” (22). She does not reveal her Squib identity until The Order of the 

Phoenix when Harry and Dudley are attacked by Dementors. “Don’t put [the wand] away, 

idiot boy!” she shrieked. “What if there are more of them around?” (19). This statement 

reveals she has certainly involved in the Wizarding world in some degree. Later she 

confesses that she is a Squib who secretly protects Harry.  

“Dumbledore's orders. I was to keep an eye on you but not say anything, 

you were too young. I'm sorry I gave you such a miserable time, Harry, but 

the Dursleys would never have let you come if they'd thought you enjoyed 

it. It wasn't easy, you know…” (The Order of the Phoenix 22) 

Unlike Filch, Mrs. Figg is not ashamed of her Squib identity. She directly states that she has 

no any magical power in a humorous way. “I’ll be no help if they come back, I’ve never so 

much as Transfigured a teabag” (21). She further expresses her adequate knowledge of the 

Wizarding world. “Keep your wand out,” she told Harry, “Never mind the Statute of 

Secrecy now, there’s going to be hell to pay anyway, we might as well be hanged for a 

dragon as an egg. Talk about the Reasonable Restriction of Underage Sorcery…” (21) 

Her Squib identity is also shown by her using slang from the Wizarding World, “… Well, 

it’s no good crying over spilled potion, I suppose …but the cat’s among the pixies now…” 

(The Order of the Phoenix 24). Rowling later reveals that Mrs. Figg makes her living by 

breeding Kneazles19 or part-Kneazles in her official website. Harry should have known her 

identity much sooner if he had studied better in his Care of Magical Creatures class since 

Mrs. Figg often made him look at albums of cats she has ever owned which definitely 

included numerous pictures of Kneazles or part-Kneazles.  

                                                
19 In Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, Kneazle is described as a cat-like Magical 
creature. It looks like a cat which has a lion tail (46).  
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Non-Magical citizens can gain knowledge about the Wizarding society through 

intermarriage with wizard or witches. However, in North America, the Wizarding society is 

completely separated from the Non-Magical society. Rowling reveals that “intermarriage 

and even friendship between wizards and No-Majs became illegal in the United States” 

(“MACUSA,” Pottermore). This setting is similar to segregationist laws in the United 

States in the Non-Magical world and readers’ reality through Mid-Twentieth century. The 

complete segregation between these two societies in North America results from a legal 

restriction.20 Therefore, the entanglement between the Magical and the Non-Magical 

societies in Britain is much complicated then North America.  

Not all marriage in the story is happily ever after. In Rowling’s supplementary work 

Short Stories from Hogwarts of Heroism, Hardship and Dangerous Hobbies, she reveals 

Minerva McGonagall’s life story and her parents’ tragic intermarriage. Minerva’s mother 

Isobel did not reveal her witch identity to her Muggle husband Robert until Minerva started 

to perform witchcraft. Robert still loved his wife even he was shocked by her identity as a 

witch. However, it is difficult for him to help her conceal her identity from the others in 

their Muggle neighborhood. Minerva observes the pain in her family’s strange situation 

resultant from the intermarriage of witch and Muggle:   

She saw with pain how much he struggled with the family’s strange 

situation. She sensed, too, how much of a strain it was for her mother to fit 

in with the all-Muggle village, and how much she missed the freedom of 

being with her kind, and of exercising her considerable talents. (73) 

                                                
20 Rappaport’s Law further entrenched the major cultural difference between the American 
wizarding community and that of Europe. In the Old World, there had always been a degree of 
covert cooperation and communication between No-Maj governments and their magical 
counterparts. In America, MACUSA acted totally independently of the No-Maj government. In 
Europe, witches and wizards married and were friends with No-Majs; in America, No-Majs were 
increasingly regarded as the enemy. In short, Rappaport’s Law drove the American wizarding 
community, already dealing with an unusually suspicious No-Maj population, still deeper 
underground. (“Rappaport’s Law,” Pottermore)    
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Half-Blood wizards and witches who come from intermarriage families have different 

attitudes to their Muggle lineage. Most Half-Blood wizards and witches would not 

particularly hide or reveal their identity. However, some Half-Blood wizards/witches resent 

their Muggle lineage and pretend as Pure-Blood, such as Lord Voldemort and Dolores 

Umbridge. They often show extremely hostile attitude toward Muggle-Born wizards to hide 

their bloodline. I will further discuss Lord Voldemort’s situation in Part C, “Extraordinary 

Identities in the Potterverse: Harry Potter and Tom Riddle.” Although the core purpose of 

the Death Eaters is the purification of the Magical blood, one is no necessary to be a Pure-

Blood wizard to join the Death Eater. As Hermione suggest in The Half-Blood Prince, “the 

Death Eaters can’t all be pure-blood, there aren’t enough pure-blood wizards left, […]. I 

expect most of them are half-bloods pretending to be pure. It’s only Muggle-born they hate” 

(242). Here we can see, some Half-Blood wizards and witches on one hand are ashamed of 

their lack of breeding, on the other hand, they feel superior through oppressing those who 

get less Wizarding gene than they do — Muggle-born Wizardkind and Muggles.  

As a Muggle-born witch, Hermione Granger has never attempted to hide her 

Muggle family background. In The Sorcerer’s Stone, she reveals her Muggle-Born identity 

when she first met Harry and Ron. “Nobody in my family’s magic at all, it was ever such a 

surprise when I got my letter, but I was ever so pleased, of course, I mean, it’s the very best 

school of witchcraft there is, I’ve heard — I’ve learned all our course books by heart, of 

course, I just hope it will be enough” (105-6). As a Hogwarts newcomer who comes from a 

Muggle family shows great disadvantage since his or her lack of Wizarding knowledge, 

however, Hermione makes this up by studiousness and relevant reading in advance.  

In short, the various breeds of Wizardkind provides different viewpoints for the 

social structure in the Potterverse. Through the intermarriage between Wizardkind and 

Muggle, the diversity of their descendants blurs the boundary between these two 
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communities. A Wizarding family might reproduce Non-Magical children, while a Muggle 

family might have Magical members. These characters can go through the boundary 

between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical worlds since they possess enough knowledge 

about both two cultures. Although Squibs, Muggle-born and Half-blood wizards might be 

discriminated by other wizards, their in-between positions are a great advantage in the 

Potterverse because they are adept at understanding shifting viewpoints between these two 

societies.   

 

3.2.3 Case Studies of Extraordinary Characters in the Potterverse: Harry Potter 

and Tom Riddle 

Harry Potter and Tom Riddle (a.k.a Lord Voldemort) are a pair of paradoxical 

characters; they share a lot of common points in the story while developing into the 

opposite ends of the spectrum. Eccleshare states that Rowling delivers her value to the 

society by describing the struggle between the forces of good and evil as many other 

fantasies. “While Harry is the representative of the forces of enlightenment, Voldemort 

represents a dark world of torture, particularly mental torture and oppression” (73). In this 

part, I will discuss how these two main characters lead to such different ideologies while 

they are so similar to each other. To develop this topic, I will further analyze several factors 

that result in their difference, including their personal choice, their views of their unique 

identity and their attitude toward the otherness.     

I begin with the common points between Harry and Voldemort. They are 

archenemies yet they are extremely similar to each other. First, Harry and Tom have similar 

family backgrounds: both are orphans and grow up miserably under Muggle caretaking. 

Their background explains why they are so eager to get out of the Non-Magical world. 

Second, both of them are extraordinary even in the Wizarding society. Tom Riddle is 
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famous for his talent, charming appearance, and ambition. He later becomes the most 

notorious Dark Wizard Lord Voldemort who attempt to be on the top in the Wizarding 

world. As for Harry, his fame is the result of his first encounter with Lord Voldemort. He is 

the only one who survived from Voldemort’s hand and been called “The Chosen One” by 

other wizards. Harry’s fame is not because of his inner virtue or talented but resulted from 

his relationship with Lord Voldemort.  

The intersubjective relationship between Harry Potter and Tom Riddle is repeatedly 

described in the story, from their first encounter to their final dual. In their first encounter, 

Lord Voldemort accidentally turned Harry into one of his Horcrux,21 while imposing the 

skill of Parselmouth on Harry. That is to say, Voldemort cannot be destroyed without 

Harry’s death. Since the very beginning, Harry and Voldemort share the common destiny. 

During their final dual, in order to kill Harry, Voldemort accidentally destroy the Horcrux 

that he unconsciously put into Harry’s scar. This behavior is similar to unintentional suicide. 

This paradoxical relationship between Harry Potter and Lord Voldemort is gradually 

entangled to each other through Rowling’s further revelation. In each Harry Potter book, 

Harry and Tom’s background are further revealed, which present the paradoxical 

relationship between these two characters. By revealing Harry and Tom Riddle’s common 

background, Rowling provides the two sides of a mirror which establish a dualism in this 

story.  

Harry’s attitude toward his unique identity in these two communities is different. On 

the one hand, Harry embraces his identity as a wizard which represents his otherness in the 

Non-Magical world. He is an outcast in the Non-Magical society, but he does not try to 

blend in this society. Namely, although Harry’s life is miserable in the Non-Magical society, 

                                                
21 A dark magic that one can attain immortality by hiding a fragment of his or her soul in an 
object. For splitting the soul, one has to commit murder, which is the supreme act of evil (The 
Half-Blood Prince 496-9). 21  
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he accepts his outcasted situation anyway. Therefore, it is as much as a way for him to 

escape from the mundane reality when Harry has been informed that his true identity as a 

wizard. Roni Natov suggests the beginning in each of Harry Potter book, which sets in the 

Dursleys, “is a sign that this story will assert the unconventional, even the eccentric” 

(“Harry Potter and the Extraordinaries of the Ordinary” 126). She continues, “Harry will 

provide a resistance to normality which, Rowling suggests, is necessary for inclusiveness, 

for the individual and the community to prosper” (126). On the other hand, Harry is not an 

ordinary boy even in the Magical society; he is “the boy who lived.” Every wizards and 

witch in his generation are growing up by hearing stories about Harry. He also possesses 

several abilities that are unusual even in the Wizarding society, such as Parselmouth.  

In this situation, Harry does not like his Otherness at all and longs for being a 

normal student at Hogwarts. Eccleshare states that “[Harry’s] defeat of Voldemort marks 

him out as someone who has a destiny which puts him outside the normal social structure. 

His lack of wizarding knowledge, which would be a distinct social disadvantage for others 

coming to Hogwarts, is seen as quite acceptable in his case” (76). Harry does not really 

have privilege in school because of his fame. For example, his position in the Gryffindor 

Quidditch team is the result of his own talent on flying. However, his fame sometimes 

covers his real talent, that people might think he is benefit because of his fame, even though 

he deserves this by his own. It is also the reason why Harry does not enjoy his specialness 

in the Wizarding world so much. Harry expresses his feeling many times in the series that 

he would not mind hiding his scar sometimes. As Pugh and Wallace observe in the Harry 

Potter series, “[i]f wizardry allows Harry the opportunity to resist normativity, it is 

imperative to realize that it permits him merely to resist Muggle normativity but not the 

equally repressive force of wizarding normativity. […] Muggles and Wizards may define 

normativity differently about magic” (266). On the one hand, he resists Muggle normativity 
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and is eager to join the Wizarding site. On the other hand, he is uncomfortable with his 

fame in the Wizarding world and wants to be an ordinary wizard. 

In The Sorcerer’s Stone, Harry expresses his concern about his identity crisis to 

Hagrid, “Everyone thinks I’m special, […]. All those people in the Leaky Cauldron, 

Professor Quirrell, Mr. Ollivander … but I don’t know anything about magic at all. How 

can they expect great things? I’m famous and I can’t even remember what I’m famous for” 

(86). Hagrid replies that “Just be yourself. I know it’s hard. Yeh’ve been singled out, an’ 

that’s always hard. But yeh’ll have a great time at Hogwarts — I did — still do” (86). We 

can assume Hagrid comes out this response based on his own experience since he is also 

“the other” in the school for his extraordinary appearance.  

People from these two societies deal with Harry’s extraordinary identity in different 

ways as well. The Dursleys feel shame for having this “weirdo” in their “perfectly normal” 

house; their way to deal with Harry’s otherness is to lock him or his school luggage up and 

ban everything that related to the Magical world. “Harry at times agrees to such 

performances of silence so that he can pass as a Muggle and thus avoid conflict in the 

Dursley household” (Tison Pugh and David Wallace 266). At the beginning of each Harry 

Potter book, the Dursleys family is hostile to things related to magic. It is not only because 

they want to make Harry feels miserable, but also combines with their fear of magical 

power. Harry’s compromise toward these unfair treatments somehow allows him has his 

own space and more freedom. Namely, Harry chooses to keep silent in order to exchange 

for a safe zone for him and his Magical identity. This action also reflects the reason why 

Wizardkind is willing to follow the International Statute of Wizarding Secrecy.  

In the Wizarding world, Harry’s identity is more complicated. Most of the people 

respect and admire Harry’s identity as “the boy who lived,” although some of them might 

think he is a poseur. In The Chamber of Secrets, Harry is misunderstood as the heir of 
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Slytherin. In The Goblet of Fire, Harry becomes the fourth champion in the Triwizard 

Tournament, which is never happened before. In her “‘I solemnly swear I am up to no 

good’: Foucault’s Heterotopias and Deleuze’s Any-Space-Whatever in J.K. Rowling’s 

Harry Potter Series,” Sarah Cantrell states that,  

Harry’s celebrity status as Voldemort’s sole survivor, “the boy who lived” 

(Sorcerer’s 17) and “the Chosen One” (Half-Blood 180; emphasis original) 

makes him highly visible not only to his admirers but also to his nemeses. 

He is a target for Professor Snape’s wrath, Rita Skeeter’s tabloid journalism, 

and the Ministry’s political ad campaigns. Compounding Harry’s unwanted 

visibility and celebrity are the Hogwarts teachers confining him to the 

school’s classrooms with frequent detentions and preventing him from 

visiting Hagrid’s hut, going to Hogsmeade, or playing Quidditch. By the end 

of the sixth volume, Harry comes to see his celebrity as such an oppressive 

burden and a danger to those he loves that he is forced to leave the school 

entirely. As a place, Hogwarts’s stability and rules become stifling. Harry’s 

maturity and acceptance of his quest require greater space than the school 

affords. (201) 

Harry’s fame not only brings him privileges and opportunities but also leads to some other’s 

jealousy and hatred. These negative emotions that aroused by Harry’s extraordinary 

characteristic often companies with fear, no matter in the Magical or Non-Magical world.  

As for Voldemort’s situation, he enjoys his specialness in both the Magical and the 

Non-Magical worlds. He also perfectly knows how to manipulate others by their fear 

toward his extraordinary position. In The Half-Blood Prince, Dumbledore recalls the scene 

that he invited Tom Riddle to Hogwarts, Riddle accepted his wizard identity at once and 

showed his ecstasy.  “I knew I was different […]. I knew I was special. Always, I knew 
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there was something” (271). He embraces his extraordinary identity as a wizard 

immediately and enjoys other’s attention to him in the school. Unlike Harry, Voldemort not 

only embraces his unusual position in the Wizarding world, but he also despises his fellow 

students in Hogwarts. As Dumbledore records, “there he showed his contempt for anything 

that tied him to other people, anything that made him ordinary. […] Lord Voldemort has 

never had a friend, nor do I believe that he has ever wanted one” (277). However, as he 

gradually gains knowledge about his family background, his repulsion to the Muggle part 

of his identity became greater. His obsession with superior blood-trend enhances his 

narcissistic drive of himself as a descendant of Salazar Slytherin. Therefore, Voldemort’s 

paradoxical feeling of his identity finally leads to extremism that is aiming to blood 

purification in the Wizarding world. Voldemort tries to conceal his Half-Blood identity at 

all cost; he even kills his father and frames his uncle. 

Although Harry Potter and Tom Riddle share common backgrounds and similar 

experiences, they turn out to be radically different characters because of their different 

personal choice and understanding of their “specialness.”  

In this section, I discussed those who can penetrate the other site in the Potterverse 

and those who have multiple identities, such as Squibs, Muggle-Born, Half-Blood Wizards, 

and their family members who belong to the other site. These characters gain the upper-

hand position in the relationship of power in the Potterverse because they function as the 

connection between these two worlds by their ability of penetration and various identities. 

However, these characters are likely to suffer from identity crisis more often than others. I 

took Harry Potter and Tom Riddle as case studies to discuss the situation of those 

characters’ in-between groups. By analyzing their doubling yet contrasting identities and 

situations, this section examines the importance of the personal choice as the internal 

factors of the concept of the self in the Potterverse. 
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3.3    Core Argument 

According to the previous discussion in this chapter, we can see how characters 

see the self from the internal effects in the Wizarding society. The internal effect means 

social hierarchy, subgroups, and personal background which are similar to the values in 

readers’ reality. First, we see how the classification of School Houses, families, and secret 

societies shape individuals’ identities. Then I mainly discuss various subgroups in the 

Wizarding society and how they shape people’s ideology and understanding of the self by 

demonstrating the blurred boundary between different subgroups. As for characters who 

exist in both the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies, on the one hand, they gain an 

upper hand position since they get knowledge from both the Wizarding and the Non-

Magical societies; on the other hand, most of these in-between characters suffer from the 

identity crisis. Characters in the Potterverse hold a much more fluid understanding of the 

self than in our reality, since the major segregation between the Wizardkind and the Non-

Magical people.  

In this chapter, I argue those who can penetrate the juxtaposition gains advantage, 

which leads to a further inquiry that how Magical spaces objectively concretize these 

characters’ upper-hand position in the Potterverse. In next chapter, I will address how the 

fluid spaces in and of the Potterverse are better understood by using the Foucauldian 

heterotopia, and see how these Magical places and institutions help to construct the fluid 

concept of the self and the other.   
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Chapter Four 

 Fluid Spaces and Boundaries  

 

Previously we discussed the fluid concept of the other and the self in the 

Potterverse; This chapter investigates the fluid spaces in the Wizarding world and see how 

these Magical places help to construct the fluid concept of the other and the self in the 

Potterverse. The paradoxical relationship between Wizarding and Non-Magical spaces 

features several characteristics of the Foucauldian utopia and heterotopia. The Wizarding 

and the Non-Magical spaces reflect and entangle to each other in the Potterverse. The 

Wizarding site is not just a fantastic version of reality which is filled with magical elements, 

but also a metaphor of reality which pushes problems in readers’ reality to its limit by 

magical components, such as the power of the state, surveillance system, and so on. There 

are places and institutions in the Magical site to keep the outcasts, illness, madness, and 

criminal. These Magical spaces are described as spaces which have fluid structure inside 

and shifting relationship with their outside environment. These characteristics of Magical 

spaces make the concept of the self and the other in the Potterverse more complicated from 

the Foucauldian perspective. 

Foucault states his main idea of heterotopia, that “may be possible to indicate their 

location in reality,” yet he adds “these places are absolutely different from all the site that 

they reflect and speak about” (4). Foucault has listed six principles of heterotopias in his 

essay, which I apply on the Potterverse: First, “crisis heterotopia” as a privilege and sacred 

place for people who live in a state of crisis, which later becomes a place to keep deviant 

individuals such as hospitals and asylums. Second, each heterotopia has a particular 
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function according to the synchrony of the cultural development. Third, heterotopias can be 

a real place that is juxtaposing several incompatible sites. Fourth, heterotopias often link to 

slices of time, such as museums and libraries. The fifth principle is that heterotopias are 

both isolated and penetrable; to get in one must have permission or make certain gestures. 

Finally, the sixth principle is that heterotopias have a function related to all the remaining 

space. From the perspective of Foucault’s idea of utopia and his six principles of 

heterotopia, I will examine Wizarding places, institutions, and the juxtaposition between the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical sites in this Chapter. 

Spaces that locate at the juxtaposition between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical 

sites leads to a discussion about entanglement and the double meaning of border. My study 

of Magical spaces and their margins will be roughly categorized into three groups by the 

different aspects of Foucauldian utopia and heterotopia they present: Magical spaces that 

outside of geographical reality, spaces in-between these two sites in the Potterverse. The 

first section analyzes the heterotopia characteristics of several Magical spaces and 

institution by discussing their inner structure and relationship with outside environment. 

The second section explains the side-by-side relationship between the Magical and the 

Non-Magical sites, and see how the juxtaposition between these two sites constructs the 

Potterverse in a sense of heterotopia. Through these discussions, we will see how the 

fluidity in and of Magical spaces functions in the Potterverse while reflecting the fluid 

concept of the other and the self that I discussed previously. 
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4.1    Unmapped Magical Spaces and Magical Items that Create Heterotopic Spaces 

In this section, I will analyze how the Magical site in the Potterverse function as a 

heterotopia and how heterotopia affects characters’ idea of the self and the other in the 

Potterverse. The whole Wizarding world is a heterotopia, yet there are still some places are 

more heterotopic than other spaces within the Wizarding world. Magical spaces that I am 

going to discuss in this section exist out of geographical reality; namely, they are detached 

from the Non-Magical site. This section provides discussion on the relation of institutions 

in the Magical and Non-Magical sites, and how the Wizarding institutions interact with 

other Magical places. A prison, a hospital, and a school are most representative examples 

for discussing institutions since they serve the purpose of shaping people’s ideologies and 

behaviors. However, considering the scale, I mainly discuss a prison and a hospital in these 

part to bring up the main idea; and leave a more specific analysis of School in the next part. 

By discussing their fluid inner structure and relationship with the outside environment, we 

can see the heterotopic characteristics of these institutions which affect the idea of 

normality and abnormality in the Potterverse. The situation of Hogwarts building on this 

discussion, including its inner structure and its relationship with outside since the whole 

Harry Potter universe, will be further discussed. I also analyze several typical spaces in the 

Wizarding site while discussing the relation of Hogwarts and outside area, such as Diagon 

Alley, Knockturn Alley, and Hogsmeade. By viewing these places from Foucault’s 

perspective of heterotopia, we can see the fluid relationship between these Magical places 

and the rest of space in the Potterverse. 

Several Magical kinds of stuff that process heterotopic features, that not only 

created by the heterotopic environment but also create a further heterotopic site. Rowling 

provides several Magical items that function as the concretization of memory, 

transportation method, duplication, and illusions. These Magical items help create various 
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subspaces in the Wizarding site. I will discuss how the function of these Magical items 

features as a tool for creating heterotopia atmosphere in the Potterverse. In this section, we 

will see these unmapped spaces, institutions, and Magical items not only construct a 

heterotopic worldview in the Potterverse but also affect the concept of the self and the other 

significantly.   

 

4.1.1 Magical Institutions and Places 

Magical institutions and places that exist outside of geographical reality still 

reflect institutions and places in the Non-Magical realm. In Non-Magical world, the 

characteristics of places are constructed by nature, while the human being is developing 

the functions of institutions. Likewise, Magical places are naturally filled with 

witchcraft; as for Magical Institutions, they are magical because they are organized by 

Magical fellows. Here I will mainly discuss the unmapped Wizarding prison and 

hospital which reflect similar institutions in the Non-Magical world. From the 

Foucauldian perspective, these institutions of power and knowledge serve the same 

purpose to shape people’s behavior for remaining the normality in the society. 

These unmapped Magical spaces help to keep the story real by imitating spaces 

that can be recognized in our reality without the information of its exact location. The 

mirroring relationship between these Magical and Non-Magical sites not only helps 

Rowling to construct a stable structure in the Wizarding world but also features a 

fantastic worldview when magic involves daily life. These Magical places are described 

as shifting and fluid place since the Magical elements involved. Lewis emphasizes the 

“invisibility” as the characteristic of these unmapped spaces in the Potterverse.  

This invisibility makes perfect sense given that as Muggle technology 

progressed, their buildings grew tall enough to allow them potentially to 
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see into the Alley, and of course balloons, airplanes, and satellites would 

enable “non-magic folk” to peer into this corner of the Wizarding World. I 

think it is therefore safe to assume that Diagon Alley is both unpalatable 

and invisible. (52) 

As Twelve Grimmauld Place and Diagon Alley are impossible to see, Azkaban, a 

Wizarding Prison, and Hogwarts School are not known to many in the Wizarding World 

and absolutely remain veiled to the Muggle World. As for St. Mungo's Hospital for 

Magical Maladies and Injuries, it has been charmed by the Muggle Repelling charm 

which makes the hospital seem a dim and shabby building in the Non-Magical people’s 

sight. In Rowling’s fictive worlds, the principle of the Wizardry secrecy is logically 

consistent (Lewis 58). Here I will analyze the prison and the hospital by discussing their 

inner structure and relation with outside spaces.  

First, the most famous Wizarding prison in Harry Potter Sage is Azkaban. It is an 

abandoned castle which located on an unreachable island. The arrangement of Dementors 

as guards in Azkaban is highlighted by using the Foucauldian concept of surveillance. In 

her supplementary work, Short Stories from Hogwarts of Power, Politics and Pesky 

Poltergeists, Rowling further elaborates upon this Wizarding prison.  

Azkaban has existed since the fifteenth century and was not originally a 

prison at all. The island in the North Sea upon which the first fortress was 

built never appeared on any map, Muggle or wizarding, and is believed to 

have been created, or enlarged, by magical means. (251) 

The island and fortress originally belong to a powerful dark wizard of unknown nationality. 

Only after his death, the Ministry of Magic discovers this place. Many think Azkaban is an 

evil place and should be destroyed. However, the building is charmed and cannot be 

destroyed. Considering that small Wizarding prisons that close to the major society might 
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pose a potential risk, the Ministry of Magic turns this abandoned castle as a new prison. 

Space there is large enough for criminals, and Dementors become natural correctional 

officers. “soon a steady trickle of prisoners had been placed there. None ever emerged. If 

they were not mad and dangerous before being placed in Azkaban, they swiftly became so” 

(270). According to this description and my analysis in Chapter one, the purpose of the 

Wizarding Prison is not to correct prisoners’ behaviors or ideologies, but to dehumanize 

prisoners in order to keep the major community safe. Through these descriptions of 

Azkaban, we can see how the Wizardkind treats the Criminal as the other, or, treats the 

other as Criminal. 

For the Wizarding hospital, St Mungo's Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries 

is the only hospital that Rowling mentions in the Potterverse. The Hospital is first 

elaborated thoroughly in The Order of the Phoenix. It was hidden in the very heart of 

London. Rowling reveals the Wizardkind’s concern about the location of a hospital; 

“Wasn’t easy to find a good location for a hospital. Nowhere in Diagon Alley was big 

enough and we couldn’t have it underground like the Ministry — unhealthy” (482). 

Surprisedly, Wizardkind’s concern for infrastructure is as practical as readers’ real 

government does. Thanks to the Muggle Repelling Charm, the outside of the hospital 

appears like: 

A large, old-fashioned, red brick department store called Purge and Dowse 

Ltd. The place had a shabby, miserable air; the window display consisted of 

a few chipped dummies with their wigs askew, standing at random and 

modeling fashions at least ten years out of date. Large signs on the all dusty 

doors read CLOSED FOR REFURBISHMENT. (483) 

Wizards and witches get into the hospital right through the glass of display window. The 

inner structure of St. Mungo’s Hospital is very similar to the hospitals in readers’ reality. 
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There even has notices and posters hanging on the wall and saying things like “a clean 

cauldron keeps potions from becoming poison” and “antidotes are anti-don’ts unless 

approved by a qualified healer” (484). The floor guide of the hospital that I mentioned in 

Chapter two also offers a clear direction for patients and visitors. The inner structure of St. 

Mungo’s Hospital reflects an organized and tidy arrangement as a regular hospital in our 

reality; the only difference is that witchcraft involves.  

Azkaban and St. Mungo’s Hospital are both hidden from the Non-Magical society 

perfectly. Their isolation from the Non-Magical site reflects the isolated principle of the 

Foucauldian heterotopia. However, Azkaban is detached from the major society in the 

Wizarding world while St. Mungo Hospital becomes an infrastructure. These different 

relationships with other spaces in the Wizarding site present slightly different attitudes that 

Wizardkind hold for prisoners and patients. Physical illness is taken as daily problems that 

healer would attempt to cure patients who suffer from physical illness. However, they still 

try to separate psychiatric patients from the society as they outcast the criminals which 

match Foucault’s idea of “heterotopias of crisis.” It means “those in which individuals 

whose behavior is deviant in relation to the required mean or norm are placed” ( “Of Other 

Spaces” 5). The analysis of prison and hospital rebound to my discussion about the 

otherness within the Magical society that Wizardkind tends to segregate the other simply. 

 Building on these statements about Magical institutions and places, I will further 

analyze Hogwarts as a case study for my opinions of Magical institutions and examine its 

relationship with other areas within the Wizarding world.  
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4.1.2 Hogwarts: The Shifting Internal Structure and Its Relation to Outside 

Spaces 

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry can be taken as the most important 

hub in the Potterverse, which is also the most heterotopic space in the Potterverse. The 

inner structure of Hogwarts is discursive which presents the main principles of 

heterotopia. As for its interaction with other Magical places, Hogwarts, on the one hand, 

is isolated from the outside world, one can only get in by specific ways with permission. 

On the other hand, there are several secret tunnels in the Castle can lead to other Magical 

areas, such as Diagon Alley, Knockturn Alley, and Hogsmeade. The portraits in the school 

can also visit their portraits which locate in other area and pass information. That is to 

say, Hogwarts is both isolated from and closely bonded with other places in the 

Potterverse.  

Hogwarts does not just reflect the traditional boarding school in Britain, in fact, 

the whole education and surveillance system are penetrated by the Magical elements. 

Instead of Mathematics, Biology, and History, the courses that students in Hogwarts could 

take are Transfiguration, Defense Against the Dark Arts, Charms, Potions, Astronomy, 

History of Magic, and so on so forth. Although these subjects seem fancy for our readers, 

students in Hogwarts are suffered from homework loading, examination, and boring 

teachers just as Non-Magical students do. Some critics interpret Hogwarts as a space that 

embraces otherness and strangeness. As Catherine Tosenberger observes, Hogwarts is “a 

safe space to be ‘strange’ and ‘unusual’” (190). However, the strangeness that Hogwarts 

embraces is due to witchcraft, which is only strange from the Non-Magical perspective. 

Bully and exclusiveness still exist in Hogwarts. For examples, of this we can look at Luna 

Lovegood’s and Harry Potter’s experiences. The conflict between the four schools, 

especially Gryffindor and Slytherin, also shows that Hogwarts is not Utopia but a magical 
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version of typical boarding school. Here I will discuss how these places present the 

fluidity in the Potterverse and how their fluidity affects the concept of the self and the 

other. 

Likewise, the education and surveillance system in Hogwarts is the magical version 

of the systems in reality. In his “Muggles, Magic, and Misfits: Michel Foucault at Harry 

Potter’s Hogwarts,” Jamie Warner examines the space and the systems of monitoring in 

Hogwarts, which includes Magical and Non-Magical methods (174). Hogwarts is merely a 

Panopticon because of the surveillance from everywhere. For instance, ghosts and portraits’ 

observations, the Marauder’s Map,22 the caretaker’s surveillance, the policy of Prefects, 

Head Boys and Head Girls, and the seemingly omniscient Headmaster. The Non-Magical 

world’s tools mirror the monitoring system in reality; the magical tools represent the 

surveillance systems that are pushed to the limit.  

Even in the Non-Magical world, the boarding school demonstrates the feature of the 

Foucauldian concept of heterotopia. Foucault states that a boarding school is a particular 

form of heterotopia that he calls crisis heterotopia. “There are privileged or sacred or 

forbidden places, reserved for individuals who are, in relation to society and to the human 

environment in which they live, in a state of crisis: adolescents, […], etc.” (4). Hogwarts, as 

a Wizarding boarding school, is widely believed that it is the safest place for underage 

wizards since the Headmaster Dumbledore is the only wizard Voldemort would fear in the 

world. Even this safe place is eventually collapsed at the end of the sage; it is the last place 

that infiltrated by the dark force in the Potterverse. Hogwarts remains its reputation as the 

safest place in the Wizarding site. However, Foucault believes these heterotopias of crisis 

                                                
22  An enchanted map of Hogwarts, created by Harry’s father and his friends, which shows all the 
secret tunnels and everyone’s present position in Hogwarts (The Prisoner of Azkaban 193).  
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are replaced by heterotopias of deviation (5), such as asylum and hospital, which leads to 

the discussion on the definition of crisis and deviation.  

Hogwarts features the characteristic of the heterotopia of crisis and deviation. From 

the Non-Magical points of view, witchcraft is the deviation. Vernon Dursley refers the 

Wizarding school as an asylum many times in the saga. In Dumbledore’s memory in The 

Half-Blood Prince, young Tom Riddle intuitively thinks about asylum when Dumbledore 

offers him a place in Hogwarts. Rowling describes that “Dumbledore drew up the hard 

wooden chair beside Riddle, so that the pair of them looked rather like a hospital patient 

and visitor.” After Dumbledore revealed his identity as a professor, Riddle doubts, ““Is that 

like ‘doctor’? What are you here for? Did she get you in to have a look at me?” (269) This 

plot implies that the Muggle institution treats Riddle’s abnormality as a deviation, and 

already has a doctor (or doctors) to take a look at him. While Dumbledore explaining to 

Riddle that Hogwarts is “a school for people with special abilities,” Riddle immediately 

cried out “I’m not mad!” (270). This scene blurs the boundary between the Wizarding 

school and the asylum which highlights Foucault’s idea about these institutions of power. 

Here Riddle is fully aware of his extraordinariness while rejecting the medical gaze from 

the doctor. However, once he realized that his abnormality is a sort of ability which is 

accepted by another society, he accepts it. That is to say, the idea that his abnormality 

results from magic are more acceptable for him than the idea that he is mad.  

Hogwarts castle is not only a heterotopia itself according to its unspottable 

characteristic but also contains numerous heterotopic subspaces because of its uncertain 

internal structure. The staircase and rooms in the castle keep changing a lot. There are also 

many secret places or forbidden areas as places within the place which enhance the 

uncertainty in and of the heterotopic castle, such as the third-floor corridor on the right-

hand side, the Chamber of Secrets, and Room of Requirement. Furthermore, the dormitory 
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of each house is secrecy and exclusive for the house members only. In The Sorcerer’s Stone, 

Rowling describes,  

There were a hundred and forty-two staircases at Hogwarts: wide, sweeping 

ones; narrow, rickety ones; some that led somewhere different on a Friday; 

some with a vanishing step halfway up that you had to remember to jump. 

Then there were doors that wouldn’t open unless you asked politely, or 

tickled them in exactly the right place, and doors that weren’t really doors at 

all, but solid wall just pretending. It was also very hard to remember where 

anything was, because it all seemed to move around a lot. (131-2) 

Sarah Cantrell points out Hogwarts gradually becomes an ambiguous place from a stable 

space through the storyline in her “‘I solemnly swear I am up to no good’: Foucault’s 

Heterotopias and Deleuze’s Any-Space-Whatever in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Series.” 

She argues that “Hogwarts functions as a heterotopia, a space at once other and separate but 

also intimately connected to the world beyond its walls” (195). The shifting place 

arrangement in Hogwarts also provides Rowling more freedom for constructing the castle 

without being restricted by her previous setting.  

Just like one has to be qualified or invited to the Wizarding site, places within the 

place in Hogwarts need extra requirement or ritual to get in. The dormitories of the four 

Houses need passwords or rites to get in, which is only known by their House members. 

According to Foucault, the fifth principle is that heterotopias are both isolated and 

penetrable; to get in one must have permission or make certain gestures. Lewis observes “as 

with many portals in the Wizarding World, this entrance stands out in the open in a girls’ 

bathroom, but as one must be a witch or wizard to see the Leaky Cauldron and Hogwarts 

School, one must be a Parselmouth to open the Chamber of Secrets. […] The Room of 

Requirement demonstrates that Hogwarts’ School keeps some secrets from even its 
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Headmaster and the Weasley twins who each found the room once, but without knowing 

how” (59).  Cantrell examines the Room of Requirement through Deleuze’s Any-spaces-

whatever, which represents uncertain, disconnect, and resistant space (205). 

The arrangement of dormitories and the Chamber of Secrets cast the ideology of 

Houses which created by the four Founders of Hogwarts. The characteristic of each House 

dormitory follows the leading ideology and values of the House. The method to enter each 

dormitory is also based on the House members’ natural personality. In her Hogwarts: An 

Incomplete and Unreliable Guide, Rowling states that  

there is no doubt that each of the four founders sought to stamp their own 

mark upon the school of witchcraft and wizardry that they intended would 

be the finest in the world. It was agreed that each would construct their own 

houses, for example, choosing the location of common rooms and 

dormitories. However, only Slytherin went further, and built what was in 

effect a personal, secret headquarters within the school, accessible only by 

himself or by those he allowed to enter. (554-557) 

Rowling provides a brief introduction about four dormitories of the Four Houses in 

Pottermore. Additionally, Rowling presents a further description about the dormitories in 

the 20th Anniversary Edition Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone in 2017. Both the 

Gryffindor and the Slytherin common rooms require correct passwords to get in. The 

Gryffindor common room is the most familiar one for our readers, which locates on the 

seventh floor of the castle. The Fat Lady portrait is both the gate and security guard of 

Gryffindor dormitory. As for the Slytherin common room, it is located in the dungeons, 

concealed in a stone wall. The decoration in the Slytherin dormitory is luxurious but stiff. 

The Ravenclaw common room can be found at the top of Ravenclaw Tower. “It is wide and 

circular room, with arched windows that face out onto the mighty mountains that surround 
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the castle. The domed ceiling is painted with stars and a white marble statue of Rowena 

Ravenclaw stands opposite the door” (Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone-

Ravenclaw Version 340). One must answer a riddle before getting into the Ravenclaw 

common room, which echoes the House virtue of wisdom and knowledge. The Hufflepuff 

common room is in the basement next to the kitchen, which reflects Helga Hufflepuff’s 

expertise in baking. The entrance of Hufflepuff common room is hidden in a stack of 

barrels; one must tap the rhythm of “Helga Hufflepuff’ on the right barrel. The entry 

method of Hufflepuff dormitory is easier than other Houses, which matches its founder’s 

gentle attitude toward all the students in Hogwarts.   

Another heterotopic subspace within Hogwarts is the Forbidden Forest. The 

Forbidden Forest is a frontier area of Hogwarts; it preserves many fantastic creatures which 

might both protect and threaten the school at the same time. Julia Eccleshare discusses this 

space in her A Guide to the Harry Potter Novels, that “the Forbidden Forest as a concept 

has overtones of Lewis’s Narnia, Tolkien’s Middle-earth and even A. A. Milne’s Hundred 

Acre Wood. It is a dark and impenetrable space imbued with deep magic; it is a closed 

space that both protects and threatens the school” (58). She points out that the role of the 

Forbidden Forest is shifting as the series develops. “The Forbidden Forest becomes a better 

adjunct to the school, providing a natural, outdoor setting that allows for a variety of animal 

magic” (58). The forest is a safe zone that frees from Magical and Non-Magical 

surveillance. It is the place that embraces the most degree of abnormality.   

As for the interaction between Hogwarts and other Magical spaces, I begin with 

the analysis of secret tunnels in Hogwarts which leads to different areas: Diagon Alley, 

Knockturn Alley, and Hogsmeade. These places are only presented heterotopic features 

by their relation with Hogwarts, but also by their own functions and structures. I will start 

my analysis with Diagon Alley, the first Magical space that Harry encounters in his 
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adventure. It is also the first Magical space that Rowling introduces to our readers. 

Students can purchase everything they need in this commercial area. Wizarding people 

can buy household stuff in this area too. Each shop in Diagon Alley is similar to shop in 

our reader’s reality, such as bookstores, pet shops, and so on so forth, yet they are full of 

witchcraft elements.   

The entrance of Diagon Alley is in the Leaky Cauldron, a pub that exists in the 

juxtaposition of the Magical and Non-Magical sites. I will further discuss the function and 

characteristic of the Leaky Cauldron in the next section “The Juxtaposition between the 

Wizarding and Non-Magical Sites.” Back to Diagon Alley, it requires particular rite to get 

in. In The Sorcerer’s Stone, Hagrid first shows us how to get into Diagon Alley.  

He tapped the wall three times with the point of his umbrella. The brick he 

had touched quivered — it wriggled— in the middle, a small hole 

appeared — it grew wider and wider — a second later they were facing an 

archway large enough for Hagrid, an archway onto a street that twisted and 

turned out of sight. 

     “Welcome,” said Hagrid, “to Diagon Alley.” (71) 

This description of Diagon Alley reflects the central principle of Foucauldian heterotopia 

that it is both isolated and penetrable; to get in one must have permission or make certain 

gestures. Furthermore, the unstable entrance presents the fluid structure of Diagon Alley. 

After entering, the gate would shrink back into solid brick wall instantly (71).  

As a commercial area, Wizarding people normally do their shopping in Diagon 

Alley; Rowling adds several magical setting into the normal shopping behavior. This 

Magical place provides readers a familiar yet detached feeling. Shops that involve magic 

elements become more attracting. For example, Flourish and Blotts is a bookstore where 

selling most of the Wizarding books. Rowling describes it as a place “where the shelves 
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were stacked to the ceiling with books as large as paving stones bound in leather; books 

the size of postage stamps in covers of silk; books full of peculiar symbols and a few 

books with nothing in them at all” (The Sorcerer’s Stone 80). Witchcraft becomes a part 

of daily life in this situation. Diagon Alley reflects the commercial activities in the Non-

Magical sites as well as in our reader’s reality. By adding magical elements in the 

commercial activities, Rowling provides a solid Wizarding society to her readers. 

However, these magical elements blur the idea of Normality in the Potterverse.  

The second example of the Magical place that links to Hogwarts is Knockturn 

Alley. It is another Wizarding shopping street adjoins Diagon Alley. Comparing to Diagon 

Alley, Knockturn Alley fills with Dark Arts and Weirdos. Wizards and witches who will 

shop in Knockturn Alley are most likely dark wizards and witches. This setting 

demonstrates the potential danger in the Potterverse which also reveals that the Wizarding 

world is not a Utopia as in the fairy tale, but a place was full of contrast. The most 

representative shop in Knockturn Alley is Borgin and Burkes, which sells unusual and 

ancient Wizarding stuff.    

A glass case nearby held a withered hand on a cushion, a blood-stained 

pack of cards, and a staring glass eye. Evil-looking masks stared down 

from the walls, an assortment of human bones lay upon the counter, and 

rusty, spiked instruments hung from the ceiling. Even worse, the dark, 

narrow street Harry could see through the dusty shop window was 

definitely not Diagon Alley. (The Chamber of Secrets 49) 

Most of its properties are dangerous antiquities. Not only the Malfoys are regular 

customers of Borgin and Burkes, even Tom Riddle once worked at this shop after he 

graduated from Hogwarts.   
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  Borgin and Burkes also serves as a passage to Hogwarts Castle, since it has a 

Vanishing Cabinet while its paired Cabinet is set in Room of Requirement in Hogwarts. 

Object or person placed in one cabinet will appear in the other. In The Half-Blood Prince, 

Draco Malfoy repairs the Cabinet in Borgin and Burkes and smuggles a group of the 

Death Eaters to Hogwarts Castle. 

Last but not least, Hogsmeade is one of the Magical places that has the closest 

relationship with Hogwarts. Hogsmeade is a Wizarding village that contents various 

Magical characters where presents a Wizarding commercial and lifestyle area. It is the 

only entirely non-Muggle area in Britain. Hogwarts students’ annual visit to Hogsmeade 

helps them experience a wider social world. “Hogsmeade looked like a Christmas card; 

the little thatched cottages and shops were all covered in a layer of crisp snow; there were 

holly wreaths on the doors and strings of enchanted candles hanging trees” (The Prisoner 

of Azkaban 200). Hogsmeade can be taken as a subplace which presents the heterotopic 

characteristic of Hogwarts. It is located at the frontier area of Hogwarts and functions as 

an ambiguous area of protection and threatens. There are several secret tunnels link 

Hogwarts and Hogsmeade. Apart from Honeydukes, both the Hog’s Head pub and 

Shrieking Shack have secret passages to Hogwarts.     

However, unlike Hogwarts, Hogsmeade is not located in the safe zone that under 

Dumbledore’s protection which increases the potential risks. In the Prisoner of Azkaban, 

Harry’s request to go to Hogsmeade is restricted by Professor McGonagall because they 

think this place is too dangerous for a wizard who is believed to be the target of a 

criminal. In her A Guide to the Harry Potter Novels, Julia Eccleshare states that 

“Hogsmeade is a place of indulgence and treats but it is also a place of danger” (62). 

Many students are exposed to these potential dangers while they are visiting Hogsmeade. 

It contains places that are hard to be surveillance by authority, such as the Shrieking 
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Shack. On the one hand, these places can lead to potential danger. For example, the 

Shrieking Shack is described as the most haunted house in Britain; even the Hogwarts 

ghosts avoid it (The Prisoner of Azkaban 279). “It stood a little way above the rest of the 

village, and even in daylight was slightly creepy, with its boarded windows and dank 

overgrown garden” (279). On the other hand, these places can be safe zones for wizards 

who need to avoid others’ gaze. For example, Lupin can conceal his werewolf identity 

because Dumbledore offers the Shrieking Shack as the safe zone to him. At the end of 

The Prisoner of Azkaban, Lupin confesses that “once a month, I was smuggled out of the 

castle, into this place, to transform. […]. The villagers heard the noise and the screaming 

and thought they had heard particularly violent spirits. Dumbledore encourages the 

rumors” (353). Just like the Forbidden Forest that we discuss before, Shrieking Shack is 

also a detached place that embraces the otherness in the Wizarding site. However, these 

places can only preserve the other by its scary features that keep the major society away. 

To sum up, Hogwarts is located at the heart of the Wizarding site in Britain while 

connecting to various Wizarding areas. Its shifting inner structure presents not only a 

mysterious and fantastic tone in the story but also pose a heterotopic space in the 

Potterverse.  

 

4.1.3 Magical Items that Create Heterotopic Sites  

Beside these geographical places in the Magical site, several Magical items also 

help to create heterotopia space on the Magical site, since the Foucauldian heterotopia also 

relates to the interweaving relationship of time and space. These Magical items function as 

the concretization of memories and thoughts, duplication, extended spaces, communication 

method, and illusions. For example, the Pensieve and Tom Riddle’s Diary, a Horcrux, 

represent how place links to slices of time which concretize memories and record 
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fragmental history. The Marauder’s Map is a duplication of Hogwarts, which recording not 

only the structure of the school but also its inhabitants and their movements. Newt 

Scamander’s Case contains a space can keep various fantastic beasts while it can turn into 

an ordinary case anytime. Lastly, mirrors in the Harry Potter series not only provide 

connection between spaces but also reflect Foucault’s discussion about utopias and 

heterotopias according, such as the Mirror of Erised. In the following analysis, we will see 

the extended interpretation of heterotopia, since the fluidity in and of heterotopic spaces can 

be created or enhanced by non-spatial items in the Magical site. These Magical items 

connect each space in the Wizarding site in a more heterogamous way which further 

enhance the impression of the Wizarding site as the Foucauldian heterotopia although they 

are not actual spaces. 

Magical items as the concretization of memories and thoughts link space and time 

in the Wizarding world in an irregular order. The Pensieve and Riddle’s Diary are the two 

most representative item of this kind. The Pensieve is a container of memories that 

concretized by charm. Rowling describes the concretized consciousness as follow:  

It was a bright, whitish silver, and it was moving ceaselessly; the surface of 

it became ruffled like water beneath wind, and then, like clouds, separated 

and swirled smoothly. It looked like light made liquid — or like wind made 

solid — Harry couldn’t make up his mind. (The Goblet of Fire 583) 

Rowling’s dictions in her description of concretized memories and thought are dim and 

vague, which demonstrate the fluidity in and of the Pensieve. In Rowling’s Hogwarts: An 

Incomplete and Unreliable Guide, she further explains her idea of the Pensieve:  

The Pensieve is enchanted to recreate memories so that they become re-

liveable, taking every detail stored in the subconscious and recreating it 
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faithfully, so that either the owner, or (and herein lies the danger) a second 

party, is able to enter the memories and move around within them. (479-81) 

One can dip his or her memories and thoughts out of their mind, then keep them in the 

Pensieve in order to store them or visualize them to other. Dumbledore uses it to share 

information with Harry by showing him the visualized memories, and Snape leaves a 

concretized thought to Harry for revealing his true identity.  

Tom Riddle’s diary, another of Lord Voldemort’s Horcruxes, concretizes a thought 

that might deceive and mislead others. When viewing the thought by the Pensieve and the 

diary, one will feel deeply embedded in a visualized space based on thought. Both Riddle’s 

Diary and the Pensieve function as theater or cinema that visualize and replay memories. 

Foucault discusses the intersection of time and space; the space we live in is “a set of 

relations that delineates sites which are irreducible to one another and absolutely not 

superimposable on one another” (3). Both Riddle’s Diary and the Pensieve collect 

fragmental time “for the sake of symmetry and heterochronies” (6). Foucault takes 

museums and libraries as examples for the heterotopias of “indefinitely accumulating 

time.” These kind of consciousness in the Wizarding world blurred the boundary between 

the spatial and non-spatial elements.  

The Marauder’s Map not just represents the geographical map of the Hogwarts 

Castle but also a surveillant system of Hogwarts since it can show all the inhabitants’ 

activities in Hogwarts. It demonstrates all the secret tunnels in the castle which is one of the 

most typical features for Hogwarts as a heterotopia. The Map first appears in The Prisoner 

of Azkaban and is frequently used for Harry’s adventure. The Weasley twins give it to Harry 

as a birthday gift; Rowling describes,  

it was a map showing every detail of the Hogwarts castle and grounds. But 

the truly remarkable thing was the tiny ink dots moving around it, each 
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labeled with a name in minuscule writing. Astounded, Harry bent over it. A 

labeled dot in the top left corner showed that Professor Dumbledore was 

pacing his study; the caretaker’s cat, Mrs. Norris, was prowling the second 

floor, and Peeves the poltergeist was currently bouncing around the trophy 

room. And as Harry’s eyes traveled up and down the familiar corridors, he 

noticed something else. 

     This map showed a set of passages he had never entered. And many of 

them seemed to lead – “Right into Hogsmeade,” said Fred. (193) 

Sarah Cantrell interprets the Marauder’s Map as a mean for seeking spaces for resistance. 

She explains the relation between the Map and space that “Because the map plots the 

invisible and erases the visible, its users must redefine their relationship to space and to 

the authorities who govern it” (204). The Marauder’s Map helps characters explore the 

internal structure of Hogwarts, including those hidden spaces, secret rooms, and 

passageways. However, it is taken away from Harry by Barty Crouch Jr who disguises as 

Moody and teaches in Hogwarts. In her Hogwarts: An Incomplete and Unreliable Guide, 

Rowling confesses that “the Marauder’s Map subsequently became something of a bane 

to its true originator (me), because it allowed Harry a little too much freedom of 

information” (225-6). Hogwarts is a heterotopia itself since its own shifting structure 

which combines with several secret tunnels that lead to different outside spaces. The 

Marauder’s Map enhances the fluidity in and of the castle because it shows people how to 

explore this heterotopia. 

Newt Scamander’s suitcase enlightens an enchanted subspace within the heterotopic 

Wizarding world. A vast territory for various breeds of fantastic beasts can be found in his 

suitcase; one can easily walk into it. Once entering the suitcase, the very first space one 

would encounter is a small wooden shed where Newt does his researches. Then one would 
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find the Animal Area by walking through the door in Newt’s shed. “The perimeter of the 

leather case is dimly visible, but the place has swollen to the size of a small aircraft hangar. 

It contains what appears to be a safari park in miniature. Each Newt’s creature has its own 

perfect, magically realized habitat” (100). According to the description about the inner 

space in the suitcase, Newt’s suitcase can be taken as a gate which leads to a vast area; it 

can also be taken as a zoological subspace within the Potterverse. Foucault states these 

places are heterotopia which “juxtaposing in a single real place, several spaces, several sites 

that are in themselves incompatible” (6). He also suggests the zoological garden is the 

oldest example of these heterotopias that “take the form of contradictory sites.” Foucault 

further explains,  

all the vegetation of the garden was supposed to come together in this space, 

in this sort of microcosm. […] The garden is the smallest parcel of the world 

and then it is the totality of the world. The garden has been a sort of happy, 

universalizing heterotopia since the beginnings of antiquity (our modern 

zoological gardens spring from that source). (6) 

This suitcase shed light on the zoological gardens without a doubt because it contains 

various fantastic beasts from worldwide. The enchanted subspace also helps to construct a 

multi-layer structure in the Potterverse.  

Newt’s suitcase has another feature of heterotopia that if one does not know how to 

open it correctly, it is just an ordinary suitcase. This characteristic reflects the Wizarding 

site that one cannot enter if he or she does not know how.  

Newt places the case on the desk between them and discreetly flicks a brass 

dial to MUGGLEWORTHY.  

     The customs official spins the case toward him and pops the catches, 

lifting the lid to reveal: Pajamas, various maps, a journal, an alarm clock, a 
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magnifying glass, and a Hufflepuff scarf. Finally satisfied, he closes the 

case. (5) 

Since his luggage, which is full of fantastic beasts, can be disguised as a regular suitcase 

when facing Non-Magical people, Newt chooses to enter the United States through Non-

Magical Immigration. This scene also reflects that even a decent wizard may look down to 

Non-Magical people unconsciously, which I have mentioned in Chapter two. The prejudice 

of Non-Magical people exists in every wizards and witches’ mind.  

Last but not least, I will analyze mirrors in the Magical site first by examining their 

function as communicating method; and then discuss how they create subspaces which 

feature as utopia and heterotopia at the same time.  Foucault states that  

The mirror is, after all, a utopia, since it is a placeless place. In the mirror, I 

see myself there where I am not, in an unreal, virtual space that opens up 

behind the surface; […] such as the utopia of the mirror. But it is also a 

heterotopia in so far as the mirror does exist in reality, where it exerts a sort 

of counteraction on the position that I occupy (4).   

In fact, even in our reader’s reality, mirror is the most typical item for creating a 

heterotopia. The heterotopic feature of mirrors is intensified since the witchcraft involve. 

The Mirror of Erised is a Magical artifact which would reveal one’s deepest desire. In The 

Sorcerer’s Stone, Dumbledore explains the function of the mirror to Harry, “It shows us 

nothing more or less than the deepest, most desperate desire of our hearts. You, who have 

never known your family, see them standing around you. […] However, this mirror will 

give us neither knowledge or truth” (213). In Rowling’s Hogwarts: An Incomplete and 

Unreliable Guide, she also states that The Mirror of Erised “seems to have been created in a 

spirit of fun (whether innocent or malevolent is a matter of opinion), because while it is 

much more revealing than a normal mirror, it is interesting rather than useful” (456-8). 
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Under this context, the Mirror of Erised is not just a surface of an unreal space or an 

existing reality, it also visualizes one’s consciousness. This setting makes the symbolic 

meaning of this mirror become more complicated, since it reflects neither true appearance 

or thought. The mirror in the Magical world is not only a surface of illusion but also a 

reflection of one’s consciousness.  

These Magical items create heterotopia spaces in the Potterverse by connecting 

fragmental time, consciousness and spaces. Memories and thoughts in the Potterverse are 

presented by themselves, not duplicated or mimed by writing or speaking. This self-

presenting consciousness in the Wizarding world are closer to the truth than in the Non-

Magical world, which are factors that help Wizardkind occupy the upper-hand position in 

the Potterverse. These items are not space, but they lead to considerable extended spaces in 

the Potterverse which exemplify an extreme idea of Foucauldian heterotopia by linking 

consciousness and spaces.  

In this section, I demonstrate the shifting internal structure and the external 

relationship of Magical places and institutions, which are generally hidden from Non-

Magical peoples’ sight. Both their inner structure and relationship with the outside are fluid 

and shifting given the use of witchcraft. This fluidity helps the Wizarding society, and 

features as the Foucauldian heterotopia. Magical items that I mentioned previously also 

create further heterotopia spaces in the Potterverse by connecting fragmental time, 

consciousness and spaces. These Magical spaces and items construct more layers in the 

Wizarding site. In the next section, I will expand the scope to the juxtaposition between the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical sites. By analyzing gates, transportations, and overlapped 

places in between, we will see the structure of the Potterverse can be fluid yet stable. 

Furthermore, I will demonstrate how these spaces are concretizing the shifting concept of 

the self and the other in the Potterverse. 
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4.2    The Juxtaposition between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical Sites  

Magical spaces which can be spotted in the Non-Magical world are often gates or 

transit points between these two worlds. For example, the Leaky Cauldron is the first 

Magical spaces that Harry encounters. Some places can even be spotted in our reader’s 

world, such as King’s Cross Station. King’s Cross Station is the primary setting in the 

Potterverse as a pivotal connection among subspaces in these two sites. These overlapped 

places build more layers in the Potterverse and provide further connection of the 

Potterverse and our reader’s reality. These Magical spaces exemplify the penetrable 

characteristic of these boundaries. Apart from the places that are primitively designated as 

the gate between these two sites, several Non-Magical spaces are penetrated by magic 

gradually through the story developing; Privet Drive is the most representative example of 

intercrossing space. Privet Drive is frequently involved deeply within the Wizarding 

community in the following books in the Harry Potter saga.  

All the spaces mentioned above take the form of heterotopia and serve particular 

purposes for constructing a solid structure in the Wizarding society. In this section, I will 

first examine several gates and transportation in the Potterverse, which are not only 

subspaces in both the Wizarding and the Non-Magical societies, but also blur the boundary 

between these two sites. Then, I will take Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, 

Grimmauld Place as examples, to demonstrate spaces that overlapped the two societies in 

the Potterverse. By comparing these two places, we will see how these overlapping spaces 

reflect the fluidity and complexity in the Potterverse. 

 

4.2.1 Crossing Boundaries: Gateways and Transportation in the Potterverse 

The Wizarding site is segregated from the Non-Magical site in the Potterverse, but 

it is penetrable if one knows how. One should be gifted or invited to the concealed site. In 
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the Potterverse, Wizardkind can undoubtedly cross the boundary between these two sites, 

while specific Non-Magical people can be found in the Wizarding site, such as 

Hermione’s parents, Tonk’s father Ted, and Argus Filch. Therefore, several Magical 

places located in the juxtaposition of the Magical and Non-Magical sites which serve the 

purpose as the gate for those who are qualified to enter the heterotopic site. The most 

representative places are the Leaky Cauldron and King’s Cross Station, which are located 

somewhere in Muggle London. Foucault analyzes this penetrability as the fifth principle 

of heterotopia. “Heterotopia always presupposes a system of opening and closing that 

both isolates them and makes them penetrable. […] To get in one must have certain 

permission and make certain gestures” (7). Lewis describes these places by using Joseph 

Campbell’s “threshold”23 in The Hero with a Thousand Faces, 

Rowling employs several thresholds in the series, both literal and figurative, 

[…], it is Rowling’s placement of these doorways to such “zones of 

magnified power” in such mundane places in the Muggle world as King’s 

cross that makes her creation so compelling. (51) 

Apart from the function as gate and threshold, these Magical places related to reality also 

help to create the solid structure of the Potterverse. They connect the Wizarding and Non-

Magical sites while remaining a gap in between. “As the Wizarding World emerges from 

real, well-known, and well-mapped places in London and the UK, it emerges her readers’ 

imaginations and, given her enormous success, the thirst for knowledge of this realm 

appears to be limitless” (Lewis 61). Likewise, Sarah Maier states that “Rowling’s careful 

creation of landscapes and transitional spaces of the Muggle and Magical worlds ensures 

there is no such artless breakdown to disturb the inner consistency of the fantasy to the 

                                                
23 In his The Hero with a Thousand Faces, Campbell points out the stage of threshold which “with 
the personification of his destiny to guide and aid him, the hero goes forward in his adventure 
until he comes to the ‘threshold guardian’ at the entrance to the zone of magnified power” (77).  
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journey of the protagonist” (10). Jonathan Lewis also points out the technical reason for 

Rowling’s usage of spaces that related to reality as the transit point. He states that “when 

[Rowling] uses known locations, she often pushes her characters quickly out of the well-

mapped places and into her invented locales to escape the limits of using real places in a 

fantasy series” (53). These places correspond to the Foucauldian idea about hheterotopia by 

illustrating the Wizarding world as a system of opening and closing which is both isolated 

and penetrable. On the one hand this usage can enhance the structure in the Potterverse; on 

the other hand, it leaves more considerable space for Rowling’s imaginary world. These 

places not only remain artistic freedom for Rowling but also are the key of heterotopic 

structure in the Potterverse. 

Rowling points out that the Leaky Cauldron and King’s Cross Station are situated 

in Muggle London. Both these places are ordinary even shabby in Non-Magical points of 

view. However, they are essential transit points for the Wizardkind. By tapping the wall 

with certain rhythm by wands, one can enter Diagon Alley through the Leaky Cauldron. 

King’s Cross Station is an important hub which links the Wizarding and Non-Magical 

sites. Rowling further elaborates about both the Leaky Cauldron and King’s Cross Station 

in Pottermore. She directly points out these two Magical places located in London, yet 

she does not offer us further details about their location. Jonathan Lewis points out the 

technical reason for the setting of these unmapped spaces. In his work, “If yeh know 

where to go: Vision and Mapping in the Wizarding World,” he states that Rowling 

remains greater artistic freedom by not giving us the exact locations of her magical 

settings (53). Rowling’s ingenious balance of real and fantastic setting creates a stable 

worldview in her story, while remaining freedom for her. Since the Leaky Cauldron is the 

first gate that leads to the Magical site that Harry has encountered in his adventure, I will 

start my discussion with it.  
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The Leaky Cauldron is located at a Muggle street, Charing Cross Road, which is 

also a real street in readers’ reality. Rowling reveals her thought in Pottermore, “Charing 

Cross Road is famous for its bookshops, both modern and antiquarian. This is why I 

wanted it to be the place where those in the know go to enter a different world” (“The 

Leaky Cauldron,” Pottermore). This Wizarding pub serves as the gate between the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical sites, since its location in-between. To prevent this place 

from Non-Magical peoples’ attention, wizards set many powerful spells of concealment. 

“It was a tiny, grubby-looking pub. If Hagrid hadn’t pointed it out, Harry wouldn’t have 

noticed it was there. The people hurrying by didn’t glance at it. Their eyes slid from the 

big bookshop on one side to the record shop on the other as if they couldn’t see the Leaky 

Cauldron at all” (The Sorcerer’s Stone 68). This setting helps readers to imagine the 

Magical place easily because they can picture a street that is similar to Charing Cross 

Road. 

Just as the Leaky Cauldron, King’s Cross Station not only exists in both the 

Wizarding and the Non-Magical sites in the Potterverse but also exists in readers’ reality. 

In King’s Cross Station, Non-Magical citizens can take trains to mundane places on 

common platforms, while wizards can find trains leading to the Wizarding sites on 

specific platforms. For example, the platform Nine and Three-Quarters is for young 

wizards who are attending the Wizarding school by Hogwarts Express. Rowling later also 

confesses that there are trains leads to other Magical places on different platforms in the 

station. In her Hogwarts: An Incomplete and Unreliable Guide, Rowling states that,  

this raised the interesting question of how many other fractional platforms 

lay between the whole-numbered platforms at King’s Cross, and I 

concluded that there were probably quite a few. Although these are never 

mentioned in the book, I like to think that it is possible to take a version of 
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the Orient Express off to wizard-only villages in continental Europe (try 

platform seven and a half), and that other platforms may be opened on an 

as-required-basis, for instance for large, one-off events such as Celestine 

Warbeck concerts. (75-6) 

Since the number of the platforms are used by wizards is not even an integer, the 

Wizarding transportation seems more fluid. During the Quidditch World Cup, Wizards 

from all over the world come to the event by transiting in King’s Cross as well. 

In The Deathly Hallows, King’s Cross also appears as the juxtaposition between the 

life and death which provides Harry an opportunity to choose whether he is going back or 

forth. The conversation between Harry and Dumbledore is one of the representative scenes 

in the Harry Potter saga. Dumbledore informs Harry that “we are in King’s Cross, you say? 

I think that if you decided not to go back, you would be able to … let’s say … board a 

train” (722). Rowling still leaves this scene open by not revealing whether this conversation 

is happening or not. “Of course it is happening inside your head, Harry, but why on earth 

should that mean that it is not real” (723). 

Hogwarts Express is an extraordinary mix of Magical elements and Muggle 

technology; it exists in the space between the two sites. Foucault states that “a train is an 

extraordinary bundle of relations because it is something through which one goes, it is also 

something by means of which one can go from one point to another, and then it is also 

something that goes by” (3). Trains are both means of transport and space. Its space is large 

enough that can split into numerous subarea, such as private compartments. The train 

traveling serves a structural purpose in the story. In her “Getting to Utopia: Railways and 

Heterotopia in Children's Literature,” Alice Jenkins suggests that “trains tend to have a 

peculiarly ambiguous status, negotiating between and blurring the boundary of the home, 

‘real’ world and the utopian, dystopian, or fantasy world” (25). She further explains that 
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“this capacity [internal navigability and inhabitability] for ambiguous power relations 

allows trains to be used as quasi-magical spaces, moving between two worlds and often 

creating a third within themselves” (27-8). Private compartments in Hogwarts Express also 

segregate different subgroups in Hogwarts; There are exclusive compartments for Head 

Boys and Head Girls,24 while other students often sit with their friends. Any individual 

attempts to break in a compartment belongs to other groups would be extremely unnatural. 

The space in train somehow features as a small society. Jenkins states that,  

the protean, fluid, and ambiguous symbolic qualities of the railway train in 

imaginative literature mean that as a space of encounter between opposing 

moral forces and negotiation between intertextual economies, trains do 

indeed constitute such a “space-between.” (37) 

In Julia Eccleshare’s A Guide to the Harry Potter Novels, she states that Rowling’s use of 

the train as hybrid territory is skillful. “It is the welcome means of Harry escaping from the 

Dursley but it also reveals Harry’s vulnerability within the magical world and shows the 

extent to which he is protected by Dumbledore. This confirms the role of Hogwarts as both 

a physical and emotional safe heaven” (68). Julia further explains that these transportations 

between the Wizarding and the Non-Magical worlds “blurs the entry points between the 

two worlds” (68). To sum up, the Hogwarts express is not only a mean of transportation 

between the Magical and the Non-Magical site but also a heterotopia itself.   

The Wizarding transportation can be divided into two main sorts: the enchanted 

mundane transits and pure magical methods. Wizardkind somehow enchants Mundane 

transits or items to enhance their function and use them in Wizarding world. For example, 

cars and motorcycles. As for pure wizarding transportation method, it includes the Floo 

                                                
24 Selected students from each house who are in charge of leading and supervising their fellow 
students (The Sorcerer’s Stone 99).  
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Powder, the Portkey, 25 Brooms, and Apparition.26 In Chapter two, I have mention wizards’ 

attitudes toward Muggle technology. Here I will further discuss those Muggle technologies 

that they find useful and how they charm these stuff for their use. For clarification, the train 

is excluded from this category since it is not charmed by wizards for any advance.  

Methods of Wizarding transportation that are mostly initiated by wizardry and 

witchcraft, although some might relate to mundane stuff, such as the Floo Powder, the 

Portkey, and Brooms. The Floo Powder system is strictly controlled by the Ministry of 

Magic; Wizardkind can travel among the fireplaces by throwing the Powder in a fireplace. 

However, one must pronounce his or her destination clearly, or one might be led to other 

places. Harry once accidentally visits the Knockturn Alley because he does not say “Diagon 

Alley” accurately. Usually, wizards cannot visit Non-Magical areas by the Floo Powder 

since they do not include in the system. However, the Ministry can connect any place 

within the Potterverse to the Floo Powder system, including the Mundane areas. The 

Portkey is an object enchanted to transit whose who touches it to a specific location. Any 

inanimate object can be transformed into a Portkey, but Muggle trashes are most likely 

taken as a Portkey to avoid Non-Magical people’s attention. The Portkey can transport 

multiple people if they touch it at the same time. It is substantially used during the period of 

holding the Quidditch World Cup because regular transportation system is overloaded. 

Finally, the broom is one of the most typical transportation for Wizardkind. Brooms and 

black cats are considered typical appendages for wizards and witches in folklore in readers’ 

reality. Rowling combines the stereotype of Wizardkind in her setting, yet the broom is 

                                                
25 Both the Floo Powder and the Portkey are magical method of transport in the Potterverse (The 
Chamber of Secrets 47-9; The Goblet of Fire 73). 
26 A Magical method of transportation that the performer can travel to the desired destination in 
their mind (The Goblet of Fire 77). 
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viewed as primitive transportation in the Potterverse which is more used as sporting 

nowadays.  

Gates and transportations in the Potterverse enhance the fluidity within the 

Magical and the Non-Magical sites. Gates segregate yet to link these two sites at the same 

time, which blur the boundary in-between these two sites. As for transportations in the 

Wizarding world, they perform the cross-boundary meaning because they are somehow 

adapted from the Mundane methods. Gates and transports pose a heterotopia by 

interweaving the Magical and the Non-Magical sites in the Potterverse.  

 
4.2.2 Imbricated Spaces in the Potterverse: Number Four, Privet Drive and 

Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place 

In this section, I would like to compare and contrast two essential places in the 

Potterverse: Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place. These two 

places seem to be completely different since the former is a whole mundane place while the 

latter is full of magic. However, they share some similarity in the story. First, these two 

place both present a fluid awareness of Magic in mundane areas. Second, they both reflect 

conflicting ideologies in the story, and both represent a complicated symbolic meaning for 

Harry. Namely, both these two place serve a malfunctioned home for Harry. 

Both Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place are located 

in a Non-Magical district; the major difference between these two places is whether the 

Non-Magical fellows in their neighborhood aware their existence or not. Number Four, 

Privet Drive seems to be an utterly mundane place in their neighborhood, yet it keeps being 

visited and observed by members of the Wizarding society. This setting makes Number 

Four, Privet Drive a merging space of the Magical and the Non-Magical sites. As for 

Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place, not its neighbors cannot see it; it can only be observed 

and entered by a small group of wizarding people.  
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The whole Harry Potter Sage begins with this sentence: “Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of 

number four, Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly normal, thank you 

very much” (The Sorcerer’s Stone 1). Through this sentence, we can see the Dursleys 

celebrate their Normality more than any other virtues in their social system. Therefore, the 

Dursley family is the perfect example of the Non-Magical Normality as the opposite of the 

Wizarding perspective of Normal. Their house, Number Four, Privet Drive, is the 

representative place of the Non-Magical place. As the story develops, magic gradually 

merging into the Privet Drive. This place becomes the juxtaposition at the very beginning of 

the Harry Potter saga, although it is not a gate or transportation hub. Privet Drive is the 

counterpart of the Wizarding society which presents different concepts of Normality in the 

Potterverse.  

In fact, no place is completely separated from the magic force in the Potterverse. 

“Outsiders” keep arriving Privet Drive in each novel: In The Sorcerer’s Stone, Dumbledore 

and McGonagall visit Privet Drive and drop Harry Potter there, while the Owl-post flood 

into the Dursleys house eleven years later. In The Secret Chamber, Dobby the house elf 

appears in Privet Drive and cause chaos by magic; After that, Ron, Fred, and George come 

and pick Harry up by flying car. In The Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry summons the Knight 

Bus on Muggle street. The Weasleys visit the Dursleys by Floo Powder in The Goblet of 

Fire, and Mrs. Figg reveals her Squib identity in The Order of the Phoenix. In these five 

novels, the encounter of magical elements and the Dursleys, on the one hand, become a 

prelude for Harry to enter the Wizarding site from the mundane world. On the other hand, 

the Dursleys’ panicky reactions to this magical “outsider” add the light and lively 

atmosphere at the beginning of each book.  

The encounter of Magic and Privet Drive is not so brisk in the last two novels, 

although the Dursleys’ reactions toward the Magical society are still a comedy relief. In the 
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In The Half-Blood Prince, Dumbledore revisits Privet Drive and explains the importance of 

this location for Lily’s powerful protection. Dumbledore represents a powerful wizarding 

figure as Rowling describes in the scene when he shows up in Privet Drive,  

Something about Dumbledore seemed to have robbed him [Vernon Dursley] 

temporarily of breath. It might have been the blatant wizardishness of his 

appearance, but it might, too, have been that even Uncle Vernon could sense 

that here was a man whom it would be very difficult to bully. (46) 

Dumbledore does not bother to hide his wizarding characteristic while his visit to Privet 

Drive and the Dursleys apparently fear of him. Dumbledore’s blatant wizardishness gains 

him the upper-hand position in this conversation. This scene presents the imbalance of 

power relation between the Wizardkind and Mundane. Dumbledore informs the Dursleys 

that “the magic I evoked fifteen years ago means that Harry has powerful protection while 

he can still call this house ‘home’” (55). This message reveals that Privet Drive had deeply 

involved in the Wizarding world at least fifteen years ago. No matter how hard Vernon tries 

to remain “normal” by repressing the magical figure in their house, this house is 

unavoidably penetrated by magic.  

Finally, under the threat of dark magic, the Dursleys have to flee from Privet Drive 

with the Order of the Phoenix’s help in The Deathly Hallows. This “perfectly normal” 

shelter is finally collapsed at the end of the saga. After ensuring the Dursleys leave safely, 

Harry leaves with the rest of the Order of the Phoenix. He takes Hagrid’s motorbike to 

avoid the attention of the Death Eater, which is the same flying motorcycle that took baby 

Harry to Privet Drive seventeen years ago. “So great was his discomfort that he almost 

forgot to take a last glimpse of number four, Privet Drive; by the time he looked over the 

edge of the sidecar he could no longer tell which one it was” (55). Harry does not have 

much nice experience or emotional connection with the Dursleys, yet he still has to go back 
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to Privet Drive every year since it could provide him protection. Moreover, Petunia and 

Dudley Dursley are the only two people who have blood relation with Harry. In this sense, 

Privet Drive is no less than a home for Harry which, however, is deconstructed by the 

inversion of Dark Magic in the end.  

The situation and function of Privet Drive can be better understood by using 

Jacques Derrida’s idea of the margin. Privet Drive is not only an overlapped space between 

the Magical and the Non-Magical communities but also can be taken as a liminal space of 

these two sites. For the Magical center points of view, Privet Drive is the most detached 

place in the Magical site. As for the Non-Magical center viewpoint, Privet Drive is the 

liminal border of the Non-Magical society as well. In his “Liminal Paperspaces: Writing 

between Derrida and Joyce and Being and Writing,” Alan Roughley explains how the 

marginal space work in literary text. He states that “The liminal can be a space of transition 

between the specific areas that much current theorizing of liminality attempts to exclude: 

these are the areas of the margins” (209). No matter from which perspective, this liminal 

place is detached from the center of any society. Derrida address the concept of the margin 

in “The Double Session” in Dissemination. 

Number twelve, Grimmauld Place is one of the most mysterious places in the 

Harry Potter saga; it contains contrast identities and numerous charms that keep its 

secrecy. For its symbolic meaning, Grimmauld Place represents both elitism of Pure-

Blood wizards and Multiculturalism that embracing both Wizarding and Non-Magical 

cultural. For a long time, it belonged to the Black family, one of the oldest Pure-Blood 

family, which hold prejudges toward the Non-Magical community and wizards who are 

not Pure-Blood. Sirius Black later provides it as the headquarter of a secret society, the 

Order of the Phoenix, which is the against force toward the purification activity in the 
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Wizarding society. However, it is a pure Magical space without a doubt since no Muggle 

is ever aware of this place.  

First I will begin with the relationship between Grimmauld Place and its outside 

area. Grimmauld Place is a shifting place which only presents in the sight of exclusive 

wizards. Only by reading the address which is written by Dumbledore, one can see 

Number twelve, Grimmauld Place.  

Harry thought, and no sooner had he reached the part about number 

twelve, Grimmauld Place, then a battered door emerged out of nowhere 

between numbers eleven and thirteen, followed swiftly by dirty walls and 

grimy windows. It was as though an extra house had inflated, pushing 

those on either side out of its way. Harry gaped at it. The stereo in number 

eleven thudded on. Apparently the Muggles inside hadn’t even felt 

anything. (The Order of the Phoenix 59) 

This description expresses the fluid characteristic of Grimmauld Place since it shows up 

dynamically. It also exemplifies a principle of heterotopia that “to get in one must have 

certain permission and make certain gestures” (7). Portraits in the Grimmauld Place are 

another key element in the relationship of the house and the outside world. As I 

mentioned in Section I, Part B “Hogwarts,” people in portraits can visit their other 

paintings freely. A portrait of Phineas Nigellus Black is set in the Grimmauld Place who 

was a previous Hogwarts Principle, which means he got a portrait in Hogwarts Principle 

Office. This portrait connects the Grimmauld Place and Hogwarts since he can pass 

messages through these two heterotopic places. Another essential portrait is the one of 

Sirius Black’s mother, which is set in front of the entryway. Her portrait serves the 

purpose of recognizing the Muggle-Born people who enter this house and trying to kick 

them out.  Its function is closed to a safety alarm in some degree.  
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As for the inner structure of the Grimmauld Place, this place is described filthy 

and disordered, although one can imagine that it must be luxury and fancy in the past 

through the decoration.   This ruin-liked house not only symbolizes the fall of the Black 

family but also reflects the fading belief of the Pure-Blood myth. Another example is that 

this place binds a House-Elf, Kreacher, who somehow can be taken as a personified 

character of the house. His hostile attitude toward the Order of the Phoenix members is 

reflected by his awful housework. Kreacher resists the Order of the Phoenix because he 

has been put in an environment that value the Wizarding blood most. However, he starts 

to accept Harry and others since they give him the golden box which belongs to Regulus 

Black, his most beloved master. Afterward, Kreacher cleans the house perfectly which 

represents the new ideology is now taking over the Grimmauld Place.  

Both Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place represent 

the malfunctioned home figure for Harry, while they both contain two different ideologies 

for facing different culture. Privet Drive was once an entirely mundane space, and the 

Grimmauld Place was a pure Magical house. At the end of the story, Privet Drive is 

abandoned because of the threat of the dark Magical force. Harry heirs the Grimmauld 

Place and provides it as the headquarter as his godfather did. However, he has done a step 

further than Sirius Black, that he soothes Kreacher and finally makes this building a place 

embrace the ideology of the Order of the Phoenix. 

In short, by compare and contrast these two essential places in the Potterverse— 

Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place, we can see these two 

places both present the fluid awareness of Magic in Non-Magical town. Furthermore, they 

both reflect conflicting ideologies in the Potterverse, while representing a complicated 

symbolic meaning for Harry. They can be both taken as the place that Harry can always 

return to it, although they are not so lovely as the Weasleys’ house.  
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In this section, I first analyze gateways and transportations in the Potterverse 

which enhance the fluidity within the Magical and the Non-Magical sites. Gates segregate 

yet to link these two sites at the same time, which blur the boundary in-between these two 

sites. As for transportations in the Wizarding world, they perform the cross-boundary 

meaning because they are somehow adapted from the Mundane methods. Gates and 

transports pose a heterotopia by interweaving the Magical and the Non-Magical sites in 

the Potterverse. Then, I compare and contrast two essential places in the Potterverse: 

Number Four, Privet Drive and Number Twelve, Grimmauld Place. These two places 

seem to be completely different since the former is a whole mundane place while the 

latter is full of magic. However, they share some similarity in the story, such as serving a 

same purpose as imbrication. First, these two place both present a fluid awareness of 

Magic in mundane areas. Second, they both reflect conflicting ideologies in the story, and 

both represent a complicated symbolic meaning for Harry. Namely, both these two place 

serve a malfunctioned home for Harry. These juxtapositions between the Wizarding and 

the Non-Magical worlds not only serve as the edges of two worlds, but also blurs the 

boundary between these two sites.  

DOI:10.6814/THE.NCCU.ENG.003.2018.A09



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 120 

4.3    Core Argument 

In this chapter, we see how places in the Potterverse present these paradoxical 

characteristics of the heterotopia. The Wizarding world is both the utopia and heterotopia of 

the Non-Magical world. As I discussed previously, the Wizarding and the Non-Magical 

cultures are mirrored and interweaved with each other; spaces in these two sites have the 

same paradoxical relation with each other. In his “Of Other Spaces,” Foucault states that 

utopias “are sites that have a general relation of direct or inverted analogy with the real 

space of Society. They present society itself in a perfected form, or else society turned 

upside down, but in any case these utopias are fundamentally unreal spaces” (3). The 

Magical and the Non-Magical sites construct a heterotopic universe together. As for 

heterotopias, Foucault states that they are like counter-sites which exist in every 

civilization, and “are simultaneously represented, contested, and inverted” (3). These 

heterotopias associate with readers' reality; citizens in the fictional community often know 

of the existence of the mundane world, and they can travel between these sites through 

particular passageways or ritual. 

As for the juxtapositions in the Potterverse, these interwoven places between the 

Magical and the Non-Magical societies emphasize the fluidity and heterotopic 

characteristic in and of the Harry Potter universe. These spaces also help to construct a 

stable structure of the Potterverse, since most of these overlapping places can also be 

spotted in readers’ reality. These juxtapositions, on the one hand, segregate the Wizarding 

and the Non-Magical sites by preventing those who are not qualified to enter the 

Wizarding world. On the other hand, these places are penetrable that blur the boundary 

between these two sites. 
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Chapter Five 

Conclusion 

 

The shifting concepts and spaces enhance the fluidity in the Potterverse, which 

becomes the critical factor in maintaining a stable community. This thesis eventually 

responds the two central questions I raised at the beginning: how does the shifting 

understanding of normality and heterotopic spaces address the fluidity in and of the 

Potterverse? Moreover, how does the fluidity in the Potterverse revise our understanding 

of the other and the self? This thesis analyzes the interwoven relationship between the 

Magical and the Non-Magical societies, from comparing the Magical and the Non-

Magical Other to the overlapping places in both two societies. The shifting understanding 

of the other and the self in the Potterverse blurs the traditional bias and prejudges in 

readers’ reality, yet the Potterverse exposes and exaggerates our mistakes and problems 

by demonstrating its similarity with readers’ reality, such as internal conflicts and identity 

crisis.  

The shifting concepts of normality and heterotopic structure in and of the 

Potterverse highlight the fluidity between the Magical and the Non-Magical societies. 

This fluidity is also resulted from the Harry Potter universe unsettle characteristic. This 

thesis examines the fluidity as the key to connecting different groups and subgroups in the 

Potterverse. The unsettle perspectives of the other and the self help each group blends 

together in the universe well. The heterotopic spaces in the Potterverse further exemplify 

that the fluidity exists in the society in a concrete form as well.  
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This thesis fills the gap of previous studies since the Harry Potter saga was not 

completed before 2007, while providing an academic reading from a somewhat 

macroscopic perspective about the Harry Potter universe. 20 years later from the 

publication of The Philosopher’s Stone, the Harry Potter saga has already proven its 

influence and value for a whole generation— people born in the 1980s to 1990s who have 

grown up with Harry Potter. However, previous studies often focus on Harry Potter and 

his adventures in the original seven Harry Potter books. Through Rowling’s 

supplementary descriptions on her twitter and Pottermore website, the worldview of the 

Magical world is still expanding. The fluid structure of the Potterverse not only attracts 

common readers’ interests but also provides an excellent opportunity for scholars to 

develop their research on this text.    

This thesis serves as the start of a new perspective — the fluidity in the whole 

Potterverse. All the categories that provided in this thesis are only one kind of many 

possibilities for exemplifying the fluidity in the Potterverse. These categories can always 

be re-define or re-organized to explore the fluidity from other perspectives in the 

Potterverse further. The core idea is that the setting of the Harry Potter universe 

sufficiently demonstrates the fluidity in societies, which fits the current situation in 

readers’ reality. No such a thing that is stable in any society; the Potterverse exemplifies 

the possibility of a fluid and organic universe. Yet, by presenting weakness and several 

social issues in the universe, the Potterverse exposes and exaggerates our problematic 

situations nowadays, such as homophobia, gender issue, and racial discrimination. 

Nothing is fixed in reality, therefore, keep our thought fluid can help to establish a more 

robust society. 

In this thesis, I first argue the fluid concepts of the other and the self that construct 

an organic structure of the Potterverse by discussing the shifting spectators’ views from 
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different groups and subgroups. The Potterverse is mainly divided into two major groups: 

The Magical and the Non-Magical societies. By comparing and contrast these two 

societies, I argue the gaps between these two societies, on the one hand, demonstrates 

their paradoxical relationship that leads to the shifting understanding of the other, on the 

other hand, presents the Wizarding superiority in the Potterverse. This paper also suggests 

the Wizarding society somehow exposes several social issues in readers’ society by 

comparing the Magical Other and the Non-Magical Other from a Foucauldian 

perspective. Then, this thesis explores the fluidity of the self by analyzing factors that 

might affect wizards and witches’ self-identification within the Wizarding world. In this 

section, we mainly focus on the various subgroups within the Wizarding society and 

characters who enroll in these subgroups. Subgroups that are mainly discussed in this 

paper is family, school houses, and secret societies; By explaining the identity of their 

leaders, influential individuals, even fellow members, this thesis argues that those who 

belong to multiple subgroups gain the upper-hand position since they get more 

information which helps them become more fluid within the society. 

In the last part of this thesis, I examine the heterotopic characteristics of the 

Potterverse through Foucault’s principles of heterotopia which he presented in his “Of 

Other Spaces,” and highlights the interaction between shifting spaces and the concepts of 

the self and the other. Spaces that analyzed here are not the narrow sense of spaces, such 

as Magical institutions, a prison, a hospital, and a school, but also include Magical items 

that enhance the heterotopic characteristic of the Potterverse. These Magical spaces on the 

one hand help to construct the fluid understanding of the self and the other here, on the 

other hand, these spaces somehow concretize the Wizardkind’s privileged position in the 

Potterverse by demonstrating that those who can penetrate the juxtaposition gains the 

advantage.  
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In conclusion, this thesis reveals that a shifting structure is a primal factor to 

construct a stable society organically by portraying a fluid and complex system in and of 

the Potterverse while exposing various social issues in readers’ reality. However, this 

thesis is not the end of the study of fluidity in the Potterverse. Continuing studies of this 

topic have a promising future, and numerous possibilities since the Potterverse is still 

expanding now. Rowling’s expansion of the Harry Potter universe might never finish, not 

to mention those numberless fan arts about this series, which all enlarge the scale of the 

Potterverse. The Foucauldian perspective that this paper has adapted is only one of many 

possible methodologies that might help readers understand the concepts of the self and 

the other in the heterotopia. The future study can be expected to examine other fluid 

concepts in the Potterverse. Since the new series, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 

Them, was already started since 2016, which also based upon the setting in the 

Potterverse. More interesting academic reading on this series can be expected as well. 

After all, since the Potterverse is still expanding, there is a promising future for 

continuing research projects on the Harry Potter field. 
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