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Reinventing Mao's Peasant
Revolution Theory: Agrarian Structure

and Peasant Power in Pre-1949
South China*

I Yuan

The 1997 annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies
featured a presidential roundtable on "The Futures of Asian Studies" in
which Professor James. C. Scott of Yale University rekindled a
decade-old debate between the "thin" formalization of the rational
choice school and the "thick" description of the culture school. With
that in mind, this article discusses southern Chinese peasants in the
pre-1949 period in depth. It also represents an attempt to reinvent Mao
Zedong's peasant revolution theory in South China in a new light. Since
1997 marks the sixtieth anniversary of the demise of Chinese Communist
rule in the Jiangxi Soviet, this article therefore has important
implications for the study of contemporary Chinese state-society
relations for the coming years.
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* * *

If southern Chinese peasants acted as a major historical force in
determining the course of social change as suggested by Mao Zedong, the
odds against them were heavily weighted. The efforts to capture the
energies and loyalties of the southern Chinese peasant population did not
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begin with the advent of the People's Republic of China (PRC) in 1949.1

They were initiated more than a generation earlier, with individual
communists such as Peng Pal, Ruan Xiaoxian, and Luo Qiyuan organizing
peasant associations in Haifeng and Lufeng in Guangdong, and Shen Xuanlu
in Zhejiang during the Kuomintang (KMT)-Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
alliance period (1924-27).2 In addition, rural Soviet bases in Longyan,
Shanghang, Yorigding, and Changding in western Fujian were established
by local communist leaders Deng Zihui,3 Zhang Dingcheng, and Fu
Bocui,4 and along the borders of Kaihua (Zhejiang), Chong'an (Fujian),
and Jiangxi by Fang Zhimin; in Dongjiang (Guangdong) by Gu Dacun;5

and in Qiongya (Hainan) by Feng Baiju.6 during the rural Soviet period
(1928-34) (see table 1). Accordingly, the decade of 1928-37 may be
identified as the CCP's first abortive attempt to chart a course of rural
revolution calculated to hasten the end of the southern land tenure
system by exploiting the revolutionary potential of the southern Chinese
peasants.7 It may also represent the CCP's first effort to mobilize the
southern peasants by instilling class struggle into their consciousness, as well
as by justifying the use of violence in the course of social revolution.

Mao's southern peasant strategy 8 originated from a protracted
struggle with the KMT, and was related to peasant movements in Hunan and
Guangdong; peasant riots in Fujian, Guangdong, and Hainan; and rural

1 For a recent study on this topic, see Kong Yongsong, "The CCP's Land Revolution
in Western Fujian (1927-34) and the Hakka Culture," in Ershi shiji. de Zhongguo nongcun shehui (The 20th
century Chinese rural society), ed. Jiang Pei (Beijing: Zhong-guo dang'an chubanshe, 1996), 116-29.
2 See Renmin chubanshe, ed., Diyici guonei geming zhanzheng shiqi de nongmin yundong
ziliao (Materials of the peasant movement during the first revolutionary civil war
period) (Beijing: Renmin chubanshe, 1953); and Feng Chongyi, Nongmin yishi he Zhongguo CThe
peasant consciousness and China) (Hong Kong: Zhonghua shuju,
1989),145,173.
3 Jiang Boying, Deng Zihui zhuan (A. biography of Deng Zihui) (Shanghai: Shanghai remniii chubanshe,
1986), chaps. 4, 5, and 6.
4 Deng Zihui and Zhang Dingcheng, "Spring of Western Fujian," Jiefangjun wenyi (Liberation Army
Literature and Art) 14 (1977): 1-8; and "A Spark Fire on the Jing-gang Mountains Spreads over Western
Fujian," in Afinxi geming genjudi (The revolutionary bases in western Fujian) (Shanghai: -Shanghai renmin
chubanshe, 1978), 1-9.
5 Fang Zhimin, Gan dongbei suweiai chuangli de lishi (A history of the northeastern Jiangxi Soviet)
(Beijing: renmin chubanshe, 1980); and Zheng Tianbao, "The Revolutionary Struggle in Dongjiang Around
the Time of 1927," in Geming huiyilu (Memoirs of the revolution), vol. 9 (Beijing: Renmin cbubansne, 1983),
41-55; and Gu Dacun, "Recollections on the 4th Regiment of the Red Army to Dongjiang," ibid., 56-71.
6 Zhonggong Hainanqu dangwei dangshi bangongshi, ed., Feng Baiju yanjiu shiliao
(Historical materials for the study of Feng Baiju) (Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin
chubaiishe,.1988).
7 See Lucien Bianco, Origins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-1949 (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 1971), chap.3.
8 Benjamin I. Schwartz, Chinese. Communism and the Rise of Mao (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 1951), 189-204; and "The Legend of the Legend of Maoism," The China Quarterly, no. 2 (I960):
35-42.
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Table 1
Communist-Controlled Areas during the Rural Soviet Period (1928-34) in South
China

Base Area Founder Location Time

Jinggangshan Mao Zedong Southwest Jiangxi 1927-29

Minxi Deng Zihui Western Fujian* 1929-31
Zhongyang Suqu Mao Zedong Southeast Jiangxi, 1931-34

Western Fujian
Mindong Ma Lifeng Eastern Fujianb 1928-34
Qiongya Feng Baiju Hainan, Guangdong 1930-31
Minzhegan Fang Zhimin Northeast Jiangxi, 1928-34

Northern Fujian
Dongjiang Gu Dacun Eastern Guangdong 1928-34

Notes:

*See Liao Kaizhu, Fujian geming zhanzheng shigao (A draft history of the Fujian
revolutionary war) (Fuzhou: Fujian renmin chubanshe, 1986), chap. 2.

bibid., chap. 5.

Soviets in Jiangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong. It was also related to the
minority population in this region9—the Hakka, the Shezu, and the Lizu.
Without the agitation of social cleavages with marginal groups, no obvious
social bases would have existed to mobilize the southern Chinese peasants
participating in the peasant movement, peasant riots, or in the rural Soviet.
In fact, Mao Zedong, Deng Zihui, Ma Lifeng, and Feng Baiju skillfully
exploited centuries-old conflicts between the settlers and local natives, or the
ethnic minority and the majority, most especially in Jiangxi, Guangdong, and
Fujian. 10 For example, most eastern Guangdong, western Fujian, and
Hainan local communist leaders were of Hakka origins.11 The Shezu had
established rural Soviets in eight counties in eastern Fujian and the Lizu
constituted a large number of the CCP members in Hainan. The Hakka
and ethnic minority components (both in the elite and the masses) of the
communist-led peasant movements were one of the dominant factors in

9 According to Thomas Heberer, the Hakka are a linguistic minority, the Shezu a territorial minority, and
the Lizu an ethnic minority. See Thomas Heberer, China and Its National Minorities (Armonk, N.Y.:
M. E. Sharpe, 1989), 8.
10 See also Mao Tse-tung [Mao Zedong], "The Struggle in the Jinggang Mountains," in Selected Works
of Mao Tse-tung, vol. I (New York: International Publishers, 1954), 94-96.
11 See Hu Shih-dti, Changding feituanshi (A history of communist insurrection in Changding) (Taipei:
Renwen chubanshe, 1973), 5.
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determining the contours of southern peasant-CCP relations.
Questions of why and how the southern Chinese peasants submitted to

such political control and economic extraction, and thus embraced the
communist leadership, are especially intriguing given the pervasiveness of
the southern Chinese corporate lineage structure. The orientation of peasant
localism and its strong lineage cohesion would seemingly oppose such control,
as well as the southern Chinese peasant commitment to the household
economy. It was inconceivable that a property family religion, and
market-oriented peasant population, particularly in a region of strong
lineage cohesion and solidarity, would suddenly embrace communist
leadership.

Yet, a vacuum was created by the waning of both the local elites and state
legitimacy. As the warlord regime dissociated itself from the previously
established lineage structure, its demand for increased revenues led to a host
of heavy taxes imposed on the southern peasants. Village headmen were
responsible for allocating these new taxes, and this, dissociated them from the
legitimizing nexus of lineage. In the course of this process, many local bullies
moved into village leadership positions. Consequently, there was a
disconnection of political leadership from the traditional local authority
nexus, and as a result, an important precondition for the mobilization of
social unrest against new and illegitimate powers was established at local
levels.

The Chinese Communist mobilization of southern Chinese peasants as
revolutionary vanguards and fungible allies12 in the communist-led peasant
movements filled a legitimacy vacuum and met a practical J need. The Red
Guards, the poor peasant associations, the women's groups, and the rural
Soviets in pre-1949 South China were favorable alternatives to new,
illegitimate, alien bullies who seemed like thieves. But this mobilization from
above and outside by the CCP deprived the peasantry of its political
autonomy and initiative, threatening the peasant cultural nexus. The subsequent
political behavior of the post-1949 southern Chinese peasants can be partially
explained by its newly subordinate role; without the mobilization
mechanisms, no obvious political basis existed to compel southern
Chinese peasants to interact with the CCP.

One school of thought on the CCP's early history stresses the
communist mobilization of the Hailufeng Soviet in Guangdong
(1923-28), the Central Soviet during the Jiangxi Soviet period (1931-34),

12 These are the .specific features of Mao's southern Chinese peasant strategy. I am fully aware of
Mao's significant though not yet dominant position in the communist leadership struggle during the
Jiangxi Soviet period. Moreover, the basic nature of. Mao's peasant strategy remained unaltered
despite changes in the communist-leadership struggles.
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and in the hinterland provinces of Shanxi, Hebei, Shandong, and Henan
during the anti-Japanese War of Resistance.13 According to this school,
the communist party of the Jiangxi Soviet was by and large successful
in creating and operating an effective political system and mobilizing
the peasant masses under the communists' rule. In the north, the CCP's
patriotic and nationalistic appeals to the northern Chinese peasants
during the Yan'an period (1937-47) and its other practices constituted
the essence of its bona fide relations with the Chinese peasants, upon
which rested its legitimacy.14 In this school's view, the success or failure
of revolutionary efforts is attributed to political tactics and organizational
methods. Thus, in the mobilization of peasants for revolutionary action,
the critical element for success lies in leadership and organization.

Another school adopts the moral economy approach to peasant
collective action, giving weight to the socioeconomic conditions of
peasants in explaining rural revolutionary movements. This school
places the Chinese peasant movements in the 1920s within the context
of class relations, drawing heavily on perspectives of exploitation in
analyzing how peasant collective action emerged from preexisting groups
which were primarily social classes with historically-defined interests
and patterns of values.15

Research for this article suggests a better explanation. First, in contrast to
the moral economy school of thought presuming that Chinesesociety provides
a single, uniform basis of solidarity for resistance to market and state forces,
in southern rural China there were a number of competing social groups and
social institutions which possessed their own independent sets of values for
collective action. That is, local conflictual dynamics-not some presumed
continuous value harmony—were decisive. This article later provides data
on class stratification and explains the base for intra-Hakka stratification in
selected western Fujian areas.

13 See Roy Hofheinz, Jr., The Broken Wave (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1977);
Ilpyong J. Kim, The Politics of Chinese Communism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973);
John E. Rue, Mao in Opposition (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1966); Tso-liang Hsiao, Power
Relations Within the Chinese Communist Movement, 1930-1934 (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1961); Trvgve Lotveit, Chinese Communism, 1931-1934 (Copenhagen: Studentlitteratur, 1973); Mark
Selden, The Yenan Way in Revolutionary China (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971); Ralph
Thaxton, China Turned Kighiside Up (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1983); Peter Schran,
Guerrilla Economy: The Development of the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region, 1937-45 (Albany,
N.Y.: State University of New York, 1976); Chalmers Johnson, Peasant Nationalism and Communist
Power (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1962); and Yungfa Chen, Making Revolution: The Communist
Movement in Eastern and Centra! China, 1937-1945 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986).
14 Chalmers Johnson argues that peasant nationalism was the major factor of communist success, whereas
Mark Selden emphasizes the importance of Mao's mass line strategy.
15 See Thaxton, China Turned Rightside Up; and Kamal Sheet, Peasant Society and Marxist
Intellectuals in China (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University press, 1989).
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Second, CCP mobilization was neither easy nor successful. This finding,
based on an exploration of local conflicts, opposes the typical view of unified
peasant interest, a perspective well-expressed by Ilpyong J. Kim, who states that:
“…what the peasant masses keenly desired was to feel that they were
participating in bringing about revolutionary, change and economic
well-being in the face of landlord exploitation and imperialist aggression. . . .
One can easily see that the policies of the soviet during the Kiangsi [Jiangxi]
period appealed to the peasant masses and won a wide range of support.”16

Overall, Kim, John E. Rue, Trvgve Lotveit, and Tso-liang Hsiao all present a
static, abstract, and formalized picture of peasant-CCP-relations. This article
will provide ample data on the actual mobilization methods, i.e., peasant riots
and land reform in selected western Fujian areas.

Third, none of the prior studies analyzed the communist peasant
mobilization in the 1920s in South China—Zhejiang, Fujian, Guangdong,
and Hainan—as a totality, nor did previous studies focus-on the Hakka,
the Snezu, and the Lizu and their roles vis-a-vis the CCP's southern peasant
strategy.17 In contrast, this study includes essential elements of the marginal
groups, the ethnic minorities, and the illegitimates, and their attitudes on CCP
mobilization. The southern indigenous peasants provided less muscle for the
CCP than their northern counterparts; in fact, in many ways they resisted
class agitation and class consciousness. The agrarian policy of the
rural Soviet in the 1930s created bitter resentment among southern
Chinese peasants toward the CCP, which undercut and rendered Mao's
peasant mobilization strategy impossible. In sum, the indigenous
peasantry in the south only backed the CCP when forced.

Fourth, this study utilizes recently published county annals, or
xian zhi, to supplement general references on the CCP mobilization
efforts. These county annals are local histories and descriptions of the
contemporary state of affairs at county levels. These new collections of
county-level ethnographic data are considered the most authoritative
sources to yet exist, and offer many specifics or particulars which
substantiate the major theme of this study.

This article will explore the communist mobilization process and
the patterns of conflict between the CCP and the southern Chinese
peasants since the 1920s. Therefore, this article will address the fol-

16 Kim, The Politics of Chinese Communism, 189.
17 See Hofheinz, The Broken Wave, l69; Robert B. Marks," Rural Revolution In South China (Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1984), 283; and Fernando Galbiati, Peng Pai and the Hai-lu-jeng Soviet
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1985), 14, 138. The Hakka element in relations to Mao's revolution
has rarely been discussedwith one exception; see Edward Friedman, “Reconstructing China's National 
Identity,”chap. 6 in his National Identity arid Democratic Prospects in Socialist China (Armonk, N.Y.: M.
E. Sharpe, 1995).
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lowing questions: How did the CCP mobilize the Hakkas in Fujian
and Jiangxi, what methods did they use, what propaganda themes
did they employ, and what were the Hakka's reactions? In answering
these questions, this study surveys (1) the contours of southern Chinese
peasant-CCP relations in 1924-37 South China; (2) the three charac-
teristics of the pre-1949 southern socioeconomic structure—corporate
lineage, Hakka localism, and the presence of ethnic minorities—that
set the southern Chinese peasants apart; (3) the preconditions for com-
munist revolution in South China; (4) the CCP mobilization mechanisms in
rural revolution; (5) the Hakka, She, and Li peasants as major social
forces in South China's communist mobilization; and (6) the patterns of
conflict between the CCP and the southern Chinese peasants which
materialized in extractive agrarian programs during western Fujian's
rural Soviet period that presaged its demise in 1934.

Contours of the Southern Chinese Peasant -CCP
Relationship in 1924-37 South China

The practice of rural revolution propounded by Mao in post-1949
South China had its origins in the Hailufeng Peasant Association, the
Red Guards, the rural Soviets, and in the three-year guerrilla war
experiences (1934-37). There are striking similarities between the
methods and strategies employed by Mao with regard to the rural
revolutionary bases in Longyan, Shanghang, Yongding, and Changding
in Fujian in the 1920s, and this region's development over subsequent
decades.18

Even earlier than in other regions, attempts were made to mobilize the
Chinese peasants in South China as an important social force in the course
of the communist rural revolution.19 This was desired by Mao, who
considered the southern Chinese peasants as an instrument to incite
revolutionary movements in China. . Unlike Chen Duxiu, who endorsed the
strategy of suppressing peasant movements, and Zhang Guotao, who

18 For example, the small Red Army teams which organized the agrarian struggle during the rural
Soviet period became land reform work teams in post-1949 China. See Zhang Yongning,
Zhongguo tudi gaigeshi (Land reform history of China) (Wuhan: Wuhan daxue chubanshe,
1985), 71.
19 South China as a subregion, which consists of Zhejiang, Fujian, and Guangdong provinces,
tends to maintain its autonomy vis-a-vis North China.
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supported worker movements, 20 Mao, Peng Pai, and a few Marxist
intellectuals were alone in the early 1920s in considering the southern peasants
as a necessary social force, and wishing to utilize their political power to engage
in social change.

During the brief KMT-CCP alliance (1924-27), Peng Pai, a Hakka and a
Marxist intellectual, played the dominant role in the Peasants Department of
the KMT Guangdong government.21 Peng organized peasant associations
throughout .Guangdong in 1924-25, with activities centered in Haifeng and
Lufeng,and spreading from there into several neighboring Hakka areas. The
first Hailufeng county peasant association claimed some 95,000 peasant
members,22 and was the first joint effort of the KMT and the CCP to forge
an alliance with southern peasants.23 Peng Pai's experiences in Guangdong
provided Mao with valuable lessons for later applications in the rural Soviet
period. Peasant associations during the 1924-27 period also offered a new
channel for extending communist influence into rural society.

Yet, all political initiatives involving peasant associations met with
resistance or subversion from local elites and their local personal allies.
The CCP peasant association was seen as a tool for wrenching authority
from the traditional local gentry power structure. The peasant
movement also perpetuated the traditional rivalries and reprisals between
the Hakka and their non-Hakka neighboring villages. For example, the
Hailufeng Hakka peasants were mobilized through communist-led
peasant associations for the first time to participate in creating an
alternative authority of local political power. The Hailufeng peasant
association, therefore, represented the CCP's first attempt to forge an
alliance with the southern peasants.24 Resentment against Mao and others
for instigating the peasant movement lingered, especially among
gentry-landlords disdainful of the peasant strategy that Mao had

20 From the outset, Chen Duxiu opposed Mao's radical agrarian policy. See Zhongguo geming
yu jihuikhuyi (The Chinese revolution and opportunism) (Shanghai: Minzhu shuju, 1929), 9-12;
and Sun Kexin et al., Mao Zedong diaocha yanjiu huodong jianshi (A concise history of Mao
Zedong's investigation activities) (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1984), 32. Also see
Michael Y. L. Luk, The Origins of Chinese Bolshevism: An Ideology in the Making 1920-1928
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990), 169. Chen Duxiu argued that peasants were incapable
of carrying out a communist revolution. He was correct in regard to indigenous southerners.
21 Luo Qiyuan, “A Brief Account of One Year's Work,”Zhongguo nongmin (Chinese
Peasants), 1926, no. 2:160.
22 Peng Pai,“A Report on the HaifengPeasant Movement,” ibid., 1926, no. 4:362.
23 Rent reduction was the only agreement the KMT-CCP alliance reached regarding the nature of
the peasant movement. See Guo Defaong and Liang Shangxian, "A Study of the Land
Struggle during the Great Revolution Period," Lishi yanjiu (Study of History), 1983, no.
2:179-80.
24 Peng Gongda, "Enemies of the Peasants and Their Bases," Zhongguo nongmin, 1926, no.
3:230; and Deng Liangsheng, "Barriers of the Peasant Movement," ibid., 1926, no. 10:16-18.
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initiated. 25 This gentry-led anti-red spirit later prevailed in many
portions of the Central Soviet.26 Consequently, Mao failed in his
appeals to the peasant population, which was tied to local gentry,
resulting in the collapse of the rural Soviets in 1934. Perceived as a
military force run by the CCP, the rural Soviets and the Red Army
became targets for elimination by the KMT through five military cam-
paigns of encirclement and annihilation during the 1931-34 period,
resulting in the communists' retreat to Yan'an in 1934.

The decade of 1928-37 was an era of lost opportunity for the CCP.
In early 1927, the four-year KMT-CCP alliance ended, the communists
were expelled from Wuhan by their left-wing KMT allies, and the
Shanghai CCP apparatus was destroyed and went underground. Chiang
Kai-shek established his anti-communist government in Nanjing in April
1927, and by mid-1927, the Comintern cause appeared bankrupt. A new
CCP policy was instituted calling for armed insurrections in both urban
and rural areas in preparation for an expected rising tide of
revolution. Attempts were made by CCP leader Li Lisan to take
southern cities such as Nanchang, Changsha, Shantou, and
Guangzhou. Armed rural uprisings occurred in Guangdong, ending in
disaster.27

After these failures, Mao, along with the remnants of his forces, retreated
to the Jinggangshan area (1929-31) in. Jiangxi province,28 and soon began
establishing a Central Soviet area along the border between Jiangxi and
Fujian, art area populated by the Hakka. This retreat from urban to rural
areas marked a crucial turning point in Mao's thinking toward a long-term
strategy of encircling the cities from the countryside. Various other
contingents existed in western Fujian under Marxist intellectuals Deng Zihui,
Zhang Dingcheng, and others, under Fang Zhimin in northeastern Jiangxi
and Zhejiang, and under Gu Dacun in Dongjiang (Guangdong). These rural
Soviet bases were scattered, incorporating some forty-three counties of the
three southern Chinese provinces.29

Mao's strategy combined agrarian struggle with military maneuvers. In

25 Lin Shidan and Tu Jianchen, Longyan zhi tudi wenti (The land problems of Longyan) (Fuzhou:
Fujian Bureau of Land Administration, 1943), 60-61.
26 Hu, Changding feiluanshi, chap. 31.
27 Sima Lu, Li Lisan luxian (The Li Lisan line) (Hong Kong: Zhilian chubanshe, 1980),95-100.
28 See Jinggangshan douzheng shikao (A draft history of the struggle in the Jinggang
Mountains) (Nanchang: Jiangxi renmin chubanshe, 1978); and Sima Lu, Jinggangshan huishi
(Rendezvous at the Jinggang Mountains) (Hong Kong: Zhilian chubanshe, 1979).
29 TsaoPo-yi, Jiangxi suweiai zhi jianli jiqi bengkui {The rise and demise of the Jiangxi Soviet)
(Taipei: National Chengchi University, 1969), 175-76; and Sima Lu, Zhongyang suweiai de chengli
(The establishment of the Central Soviet) (Hong Kong: Zhilian chubanshe, 1981), 30-31.
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the agrarian struggle, Mao and the local communists attempted to capitalize on
the contradictions between the natives and the Hakka settlers in Fujian and
Guangdong to build CCP mass bases. In addition, they recruited manpower
and requisitioned materials to sustain a protracted armed struggle. Mao's
mobilization plan depended on an appeal to the Hakka peasants, ethnic
minorities, displaced rurals, and local bandits in this region. Mao's
leadership .depended on a strategy of exchange and mutual benefit in which
the groups' tangible material interests and benefits, were presented as being
compatible with CCP goals.30 The GCP approach placed a premium on
mobilization, negotiation, deception, and manipulation,31 and extractive and
coercive methods were common.32

Despite Mao's creative leadership and political skills, the CCP only
barely survived in these border areas from 1931-34 due to heavy KMT
military pressure and his failure to provoke class struggles between the
landlord and peasant classes or raise peasant class consciousness. A
major inhibiting factor was the effort of the existing lineage leadership to
strengthen political loyalties among peasant members, combining lineage
with political leadership. Given corporate lineage, Hakka localism, and
ethnic minorities in southern rural society, a broader range of social
differentiations shaped and limited possibilities and outcomes.

Sources of Social Differentiation in South China:
Corporate Lineage, Hakka Localism, and Ethnic Minorities

During the process of state-building, rivals like the KMT and
the CCP competed with each other for state power in the southern
countryside, competing or allying themselves with various local social
groups in the process.

Peasant mobilization expanded in the trail of the Northern Expedi-
tion (1926-27) troops as they made their way from Guangdong north
through Fujian and Zhejiang. The source of rural social conflict during
the Nationalist Revolution (Guomin geming) was the state-building

30 Mao recognized that material benefits must be given to the peasants in order to obtain support
from them. See Mao Zedong, "A letter to the Worrkers in Western Fujian," Hongse Zhonghua
(Red China), no. 13 (March 9, 1932): 7.
31 Mao Zedong,“A Preliminary Summary of the Land Investigation Movement," Douzheng (Struggle),
no. 24 (August 2^51933): 10-12.
32 "Commandism" (minglingzhuyi) was the most commonly-used method by the CCP. See Mao
Zedong, "Issues Concerning the Continuing Reform of the Local Soviet," Hongse Zhonghua, no.
35 (September 27, 1932): 1.
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goal itself,33 and rural mass mobilization was essential to the success
of the Northern Expedition in Guangdong.34 KMT authorities at the
local level expanded for the first time since the founding of the Republic
of China in 1912, but state-building efforts were also contested at the
local level, as local elites tried to preserve their autonomy and resist
state intervention.

In response to communist insurrections, the KMT forged a link
with rural society by revitalizing the baojia system in order to maintain
local control. After 1927, the system was established in Zhejiang,
Fujian, and Guangdong. The KMT also delegated local power to local
elites, or status groups, which consisted mainly of lineage heads as
well as heads of lineage and the baojia system. Through these status
groups, the KMT attempted to legitimize its rule in South China and
maintain local control to ensure tax revenue and security. Lineage,
therefore, provided the KMT with a social base from which to exercise
political leadership at local levels. For the majority of peasants, the
benefits of belonging to a lineage were measured in terms of protection and
patronage; the local militia protected the property and lives of lineage
members while the lineage's corporate character guaranteed subsistence for
members. This was a system characterized by reciprocal relations and mutual
benefit that seemed equitable. Specifically, lineages in Guangdong, Fujian,
and Zhejiang emphasized the dependence of kinship on a complex web of
solidarities, which included the holding of joint properties and the joint
efforts by members to defend themselves against strangers—both the
state and non-lineage neighbors. 35 Lineages involved collective
landlordism; lineage-owned lands were called taigongtian in Guangdong,
jitian in Fujian, and gongchangtian in Zhejiang.36

Unlike in North China, South China lineages controlled great amounts
of land, generating profits from rents and loans. In North China, lineage
organizations prior to the communist era comprised a social structure
which emphasized cultural-symbolic roles with only minimal economic
mutuality. North China lineage could be identified as the genealogical mode
of agnatic kinship in which patrilineal ties were based on the relative

33 John Fitzgerald, "The Misconceived Revolution: State and Society in China's Nationalist
Revolution, 1923-26," Journal of Asian Studies 49, no. 2 (May 1990): 337.
34 C. Martin Wilbur, The Nationalist Revolution in China, 1923-28 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1983), 77-82; and Suma Lu, Zhonggong yu beifa (The CCP and the
Northern Expedition) (Hong Kong: Zhilian chubanshe, 1976), 15-18.
35 Maurice Freedman, Lineage Organization in Southeastern China (London: Athlone Press,
1958), 115-25.
36 Motonosuke Amano, Chugoku Nogyo Keizai Ron (The agricultural economy of China) (Tokyo:
Liukeisha, 1978), 31.
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seniority of descent lines, so that the unity of the lineage as a whole was
based on the senior descent line traced back to the founding ancestor, his
eldest sons, and the succession of the eldest son.37 This was in contrast
with the South China associational mode of patrilineal kinship, with its
significant corporate holdings.

The general pattern of land tenure in the three southern provinces
constituted corporate holdings of land that were vested in small numbers of
lineage leaders. In Guangdong province, according to Chen Hansheng,
lineage lands were relatively extensive among the districts of the West River,
the valleys of the Han River and the East River.38 In addition, in the
Japanese survey Kantonho Noson Chosa Hokoku conducted in 1941 by

Table 2
Proportion of Lineage Land in Selected Western Fujian Areas

County Lineage Land (%)

Changding 49.06

Shouning 26
Longyan Prefecture 42.69
Liancheng 52.07
Qingliu 35.88
Wuping 35.09

Pucheng 31.93
Average 38.96

Sources: Changding xianzhi (1993), 125; Shouning xianzhi (1992), 127; Longyan diqu
zhi(\992), 1:213; Lianchengxianzhi (1993), 148-49; Qingliu xianzhi(1994), 153; Wuping
xianzhi (1993), 144; and Pucheng xianzhi (1994), 244.

Kanto Haken'in Jimusho, twenty-nine villages in six counties
(Dongguan, Nanhai, Fanyu, Zhongshan, Zengcheng, and Shantou) of
Guangdong province were examined.39 It was a small survey with high
reliability, and its data was compatible with Chen Hansheng's analysis
in regard to collective landlordism in Guangdong.

Fujian data, according to the recent published county annals,
shows that collective landlordism covered 38.96 percent of the land (see

37 Maron L. Cohen, "Lineage Organization in North China," Journal of Asian Studies 49, no. 3
(August 1990): 510.
38 Chen Hansheng, Landlord and Peasant in China (New York: International Publishers, 1936),
33-34.
39 Koyayin, ed., Kantonsha Noson Chosa Hokoku (A report of the rural investigation of
Guangdong province) (Guangzhou: The Consulate General of Japan, 1943).
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table 2).40

The data on collective landlordism (gongchangtiari) in Zhejiang
province gathered from the 1934 Rural Reconstruction Commission
survey is shown in table 3.

In South China, corporate holdings of cultivated land constituted, on
average, one-third of total arable land. Lineage land was the single
dominant form of common land, thus accounting for the prevailing
influence of collective landlordism in these regions, in which lands
were owned by a large corporate body and rented to tenants. In most
cases, lineage members could claim a prior right to lease the land and
sometimes, even enjoy rent at reduced rates. Permanent tenancy was
guaranteed so long as rents were paid on time.

Table 3
Proportion of Lineage Land in Eight Selected Districts of Zhejiang
Province

District Lineage Land (%)

Jiangshan 40

Yiwu 35
Yongkang 33
Zhuji 16
Dongyang 43
Shengxian 9

Lanxi 9
Xinchang 2
Average 23.38

Source: Zhejiang sheng nongcun diaocha (A rural survey of Zhejiang province) (Shanghai:
Shangwu yinshuguan, 1938), 41.

Usually, income from the rents of the lineage-owned ancestral
fields was used in the common interests of the Lineage. Collections
could be used to defray the expenses of religious worship performed
twice a year in the lineage temple, loaned to poor lineage members and
chaste widows, subsidize members' school attendance, to repair public
buildings, bridges, and roads, and maintain village militia and other

40 According to one survey, this figure was listed as about 60 percent. See Lin and Tu, Longyan
zhi tudi wenti, 69. This statistics was produced from nine counties of Longyan, Fujian province. See
also Zheng Zheman, "A Tentative Inquiry into the Economic Formation and Construction of
the Patriarch Clan Landlords in North Fujian," Zhonggiio shehui jingjishi yanjiu (Study of
China's Socioeconomic History), 1985, no. 4:45-55.
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public services.41 The traditional difficulty of selling lineage land,
together with the annual accumulations of rent, tended to enlarge the
original estate.42 Lineage land thus provided collective landlordism with a
firm basis. The uneven distribution of resources among members of a
lineage was an important aspect of the heterogeneity of rural life and a
basis of stratification within the lineage. Yet this land-tenure
relationship seemed defined by a principle of reciprocity, manifested
in fair exchange and defining justice for southern Chinese peasants.

To-be sure, tensions between landlords and tenants were present. For
example, in Zhejiang, peasant protests increased during the 1922-31 period.
In Fujian, land-related lawsuits during 1934-42 increased quite drastically,
coming at a time of worldwide economic depression.43 Peasant protests
included refusals to pay rents and demands for rent reduction as well as
the abolition of extra economic impositions and customary donations to
landlords. However, these conflicts were not meant to end the land tenure
system or demolish collective landlordism. The strong connections
between lineage-owned land and the land tenure system were basically an
institutionalized means for patron-client relations between the collective
landlord and tenants in a society which favored lineage solidarity;44

therefore, the oppositional development of class consciousness was
hindered.

In contrast, the southern Hakka held few or no common lands.
Usually, Hakka settlements located in hillsides were blocked by pre-
existing settler ownership patterns. Apparently because of the limited
land available for prosperous tillers, tenant rates in the Hakka regions
were higher than in non-Hakka regions, and Hakka lineage leadership
disposed of fewer resources. When the CCP attempted to mobilize
the Hakka peasants in western Fujian in 1929, it met with little or no
local resistance from corporate lineages. The Hakka interests became a
major source for defining CCP social cleavages, and the communists
exploited the historical conflict between the Hakka and non-Hakka

41 Amano, Chugoku Nogyo Keizai Ron, 48-52.
42 For sale of lineage land, agreement must-be reached among at least three quarters of the
lineage members. See ibid., 35; D. H. Kulp, Country Life in South China (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1925), 102; and Chao Kang, Zhongguo tudi zhidushi (A history, of
the Chinese land system) (Taipei: Lianjing chubanshe, 1986), 195.
43 James M. Polachek, "The Moral Economy of the Kiangsi Soviet (1928-1934)," Journal of
Asian Studies 42, no. 4 (November 1983): 810-11.
44 See James L. Watson, "Chinese Kinship Reconsidered: Anthropological Perspectives on
Historical Research," The China Quarterly, no. 92 (December 1982): 600; and Allen J.
Chun, "Rethinking Lineage Theory and Chinese Society," Hanxue yanjiu (Sinology Study) 2,
no. 2 (1984): 403-39.
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population (see table 4).45

During this time, the Hakka continued to be involved in skir-
mishes with their non-Hakka neighbors. Typical incidents involved
Hakka tenants and non-Hakka landlords, a potentially explosive rela-
tionship. Settlement patterns also enhanced the potential for strife,
as the Hakka were alien elements on the verge of going under, and
tended to occupy hillier and poorer areas segregated from non-Hakka
villagers.

The progressive deterioration of the Chinese rural economy and the
ensuing decay of China's rural order coincided with the establishment of
the CCP in 1921. This combination fostered Hakka radical intellectuals
at the local levels, and as a group, the Hakka thrust themselves forward to
seize opportunities for social, economic and political change.46 They were thus
ready to accept alternative ideas with revolutionary potential, and an emphasis
on group assertiveness coincided with the CCP's survival strategy at the end
of the 1920s. History, interests, and consciousness consequently predisposed
many Hakkas to join Mao's revolutionary movement and the CCP.47

Table 4
Distribution of Pure and Partial Hakka Population

Province Numbers of Pure

Hakka Counties

Numbers of Partial

Hakka Counties

Guangdong 17 44

Fujian 5 4
Jiangxi 10 17
Guangxi 0 13
Sichuan 0 10
Hunan 0 4

Source: Luo Xianglin, Kejia yanjiu daolun (An ,introduction to the study of the Hakkas

in their ethnic, historical and cultural aspects) (Xingning: Xishan tushuguan, 1933), 98.

45 Chen Zhiping, Jin wubainian lai Fujian dejiazu shehuiyu wenhua (The lineage society and
culture of Fujian in the last five hundred years) (Shanghai: Sanlian chubanshe, 1991), chap.
1.
46 See Yu Ying-shih, "John King Fairbank and China" (Part II), Shibao zhoukan (China Times
Weekly), no. 356 (December 21-27, 1991): 78-79; and "The .Marginalization, of Chinese
Intellectuals," Ershiyi shiji (The Twenty-First Century), no. 6 (August 1991): 15-25.
47 S. T. Leong,“The Hakka Chinese of Lingnan: Ethnicity and Social Change in Modem Times,”in
Ideal and Reality: Social arid Political Change in Modern China , 1860-1949, ed. David Pong arid
Edmund S. K. Fung (Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1985); 287-326.



16

Mao's Jinggangshan base area in 1928 had a strong Hakka presence in
Ninggang, Suichuan, Yongxin, and Chaling counties on the Hunan-Jiangxi
border. When the Minxi base area was established hr March 1929 by Deng
Zihui, it spread over ten western Fujian counties. Five of them—Changding,
Shanghang, Wuping, Yongding, and Ninghua—were exclusively Hakka,
while the other four—Qingliu, Guihua, Liancheng, and Longyan—had a
substantial Hakka tion. By the time the Central Soviet was established at
Ruijin in Jiangxi in November 1931, it included both the Minxi and
Ganxinan base areas. In fact, the Jiangxi side was comprised of four
all-Hakka, counties—Ruijin, Huichang, Anyuan, and Xunwu—and five
partial-Hakka counties—Yundu, Xingguo, Ningdu, Shicheng, and Guangchang.

Table 5
Lizu Distribution in Hainan

Qiongshan Chengmai Changjiang Lingshui

5,000 40,000 20,000 25,000
Ding 'an Linglo Gan'en Wanning

County 30,000 10,000 20,000 20,000
Chanxian Yaxian Leihui
10,000 400,000 20,000

Source: Lin zanchun, Hainandao Zhi chanye (The industry of Hainan Island) (Haikou:
Qiongya nongye yanjiuhui, 1946), 16-17.

Moreover, in western Fujian, county-level dialects existed as the
result of historical migration and prior redistribution of administrative
territories. Hakka-populated areas, just like other southern dialect
areas, have core zones where a dominant dialect-speaking population
is more concentrated, and peripheries where the boundaries of the
dialects overlap with other neighboring counties. For example, in western
Fujian, the Hakka-populated areas have more than one dialect.48

There were also two non-Han minorities—the Shezu and the
Lizu—in this region. The Shezu included sizeable mountainous com-
munities descended from earlier migration waves from Guangdong. The

48 For intra-Hakka dialect stratification in western Fujian, see Longyan diqu zhi (Annals of
Longyan prefecture), vol. 1 (Shanghai: Shanghai renmin chubanshe, 1992), 1461-64; CHangding
xianzhi (Beijing: Sanlian shudian, 1993), 865; Liancheng xianzfti (Beijing: Qunzhong chubanshe,
1993), 851-52; Ninghuaxianzhi (Fuzhou: Fujian renmin chubanshe, 1992), 809; Wuping xianzhi
(Beijing: Zhongguo dabaikequanshu chubanshe, 1993), 754; Shanghang xianzhi (Fuzhou: Fujian
renmin chubanshe, 1993), 844; and Qingliu xianzhi (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1994), 698.
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She population is spread over five provinces (Fujian, Guangdong,
Zhejiang, Jiangxi, and Anhui), inhabits a clear-cut territory, and speaks
mainly Mandarin.49

The Lizu are predominantly located in Hainan. From ancient
times on, Hainan was Chinese imperial territory, and by the fourteenth
century, the Lizu entered_,a new era when they were forced out by
southbound people (see table 5).50 They settled in distant mountains,
raising millet and buckwheat by slash-and-burn farming. Life was
made difficult by the rugged terrain and scattered communities.
Accordingly, the Lizu has had a long history of rebellion against Chinese
authority.

The Shezu and Lizu communities, like the Hakkas, dwelt in
theless fertile upland areas and cultivated landlords' land.
Therefore, the tenant-landlord relations expressed an ethnic communal
conflict including tensions arising from unequal political status and
economic exploitation between the Shezu and the Lizu and the
indigenous majority in the region.

When the communists mobilized the Hakka, the Shezu, and the
Lizu in the early 1930s and took advantage of their conflicts, these three
groups gave the CCP a local support network which later became the backbone
of communist mobilization. Yet, the extensive lineage-owned land
among the majority of Guangdongese (Punti), Fujianese (Hoklo), and
Zhejiangnese tended to discourage the development of the
pro-communist political consciousness in these regions necessary to
form a large-scale political movement dedicated to revolutionizing
Chinese society on a class basis.

Preconditions for Communist Revolution:
Why South China? Why Peasants? Why the 1930s?

After he retreated from the Changsha armed uprising; in 1927, Mao
submitted a report, "The Struggle in the Jinggang Mountains," to the
CCP Central Committee, addressing the conditions necessary for the

49 the Shezu numbered about 359,723 in 1988, with 208,945 in Fujian; 147,573 in Zhe-jiang; and
3,205 in Guangdong. See Shi Lianzhu, Shezu (The She people) (Beijing: Minzu chubanshe,
1988), 374-76.
50 See Shezu jianshi (A concise history of the She people) (Fuzhou: Fujian renmin chubanshe,
1980), 1-2; and He Zbdng, "On Issues of the She People," Dongfang zazhi (The Eastern
Miscellany) 30, no. 13 (1933): 60-61; Lizujianshi (A concise history of the Li people)
(Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 1982), 1.
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existence and further development of Communist political power; in China.
According to Mao, these conditions were: (1) the incessant splits and
continuous wars between the KMT and warlords; (2) a sound mass base;
(3) a communist party; (4) a Red Army; (5) a terrain favorable to
military operations; and (6) economic strength sufficient; for
self-support.51 South China offered Mao an opportunity to test: 1 his
theory, as Fujian, Jiangxi, and Zhejiang were potential guerrilla areas for
establishing Red political power. In both Fujian and Jiangxi, the CCP's
organizations and mass following were somewhat stronger than those of
Hunan.52 In Jiangxi, the CCP still retained bases in De'an, Xiushui,
and Jintonggu in the north, and in Ninggang, Yongxin, Lianhua, and
Suichuan in the west. In southern Jiangxi, the situation was more
favorable, as the 2nd and 4th regiments of the Red Army were in
counties like Ji'an, Yongxin, and Xingguo.53 Therefore, Mao proposed
that the CCP contend with both Chiang Kai-shek and the Guangxi
clique for Jiangxi, while highlighting western Fujian arid western
Zhejiang as CCP objectives. In these three provinces, the Red Army
would be expanded and an independent regime created.

The geographic proximity of the Hakka in Jiangxi and Fujian
provinces constituted a uniquely common social and cultural back-
ground that bound southeastern Jiangxi and western Fujian together
as a distinct region,54 which was essential for the CCP's mobilization
strategy. This Jiangxi-Fujian border-zone region was isolated from
the plain areas and poverty-stricken. Historically, this region had
often been less amenable to central government control than inner
provincial areas. The region had often been a locus of rebellion55 and
a haunting place for rebels and bandits, a factor which served the CCP
when it set up base areas in this border zone during the Jiangxi Soviet
period.

Thus, when some 5,000 soldiers from the 4th Regiment of the
Red Army from Jiangxi entered western Fujian for the first time in
1929, they found Fujian peasants speaking the same Hakka dialect as

51 Mao, '"The Struggle. In the Jinggang Mountains," 71.
52 Mao Zedong, "A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire," in Selected Works of Mao (1954)
1:126.
53 ibid., 127.
54 Cao Shuji, "The Exploitation of the Mountainous Areas of South Jiangxi and Emigrants
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties," Agricultural History of China, April 1985, 19-40.
55 Tsai Hsiao-chien, Jiangxisuqu, Hongjun xichuan huiyi (My recollections of the Jiangxi
Soviet Area and the westward flight of the Chinese Red Army) (Taipei: Zhonggong
yanjiushe, 1970), 17.
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they did.56 In Mao's mind, the peasants on both sides of the Wuyi
Mountains were thus natural allies and provided a sound mass base for
the CCP. In addition, the communist party organizations in both Fujian
and Guangdong benefitted from the Peasant Movement Institute in
Guangzhou, which trained cadres for later peasant movements.
Communist control of this institute during the KMT-CCP alliance
period was an important asset. In 1926, Guo Diren, Ruan Shan, and
Lan Weiren graduated from the institute and returned to Longyan;
Yongding, Changding, and Wuping in Fujian. Later, these graduates
established various institutes to engage in revolutionary activities, such as the
Institute for Eight Adjacent Counties of Dingzhou Prefecture for Social
Movement Personnel in Shanghang, Fujian; the Institute for
Worker/Peasant Movement Cadres in Zhangzhou, Fujian; and the
Dongjiang Peasant Movement Institute in Shantou, Guangdong. 57 In
addition, a Peasant and Worker Vocational .School, was established in Hainan
by Luo Han and Xu Chengzhang in 1924 to mobilize the Li people; and in
Lingshui, fifty Lizu students graduated from the Peasant Movement Training
Institute in 1926.58

That KMT troops and those of the Guangxi Clique warlords were
drawing toward a final showdown made the southern region more
susceptible to communist revolution. Anti-communist armies had more
important targets than poor, isolated areas in these three provinces, so the
KMT's military strength was at its feeblest in these areas. In Zhejiang,
there were only a small number of provincial guards, and in Jiangxi, there
were sixteen regiments; the military strength in these areas was superior to
that of Fujian or Zhejiang, yet still far weaker than that in Guangdong
and Hunan,59 In Fujian, there were fourteen regiments divided under five
commands. Guo Fengming's brigade had already been smashed; troops under
the command of Chen Guohui and Lu Xingbang were actually bandit forces
of limited fighting capacity, The two brigades stationed along the coast had
never seen action and certainly could not have great fighting capacity, and
only two regiments of Zhang Zhen's force were functional in this regard.

56 See Hongsijun ru Min he Gutian huiyi wenxian ziliao (Documentary materials on the 4th
Regiment of the Red Army entering Fujian and the Gutian Conference) (Fuzhou: Fujian
renmin chubanshe, 1979), 64. See also Zhang Dingcheng, "The Establishment of the
Western Fujian Revolutionary Base," in Fujian dangshi ziliao (Fujian Party History
Materials) 1 (1983): 8-9.
57 Luo Ming, "Comrade Luo Ming Discusses the Establishment of the Party in Fujian and the
First Revolutionary Civil War," in Fujian dangshi ziliao 3 (1984): 9.
58 See Zhao Yaqin and Tian Zhenghui, "The First KMT-CCP Cooperation Pushed Forward
the Revolutionary Struggle of the National Minorities,'' Zhongyang minzu xueyuan xuebao
(Journal of the Central Institute for Nationalities), 1985, no. 2:19-24. See also Lizu jianshi, 110-11.
59 See note 52 above.
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The fighting between the KMT and Fujian warlords hi 1929-30
destroyed both fanning and transport, and also devastated the local
granary system. According to Nongqing baogao (A Report on Agricultural
Information, 1936), Fujian peasants fled their war-devastated villages at an
astonishing rate, with warlord battles the leading cause (33 percent).

When the Red Army entered Fujian for the first time in 1929, the
province was already in a state of confusion and disunity, as
communist-instigated peasant riots were symptomatic of social unrest
due to various types of distress. In order to entice these peasants to
support the CCP, Mao developed his southern peasant strategy.

CCP Mobilization Mechanisms: Southern Chinese Peasants as
Revolutionary Vanguards and Fungible Allies

Mao's southern strategy involved political control, treating mi-
nority peasants as revolutionary vanguards and fungible allies. This
policy often served to de-culturalize and was extractive,60 all made
possible by direct and coercive control61 which defined daily political
life.62

Revolutionary vanguards: Mao was neither the first advocate
nor the first practitioner of a peasant-based revolutionary strategy in
China. Peng Pai, the pioneer of the Chinese peasant movement in
South China, led the earliest peasant revolutionary activities and served
as the first director of the Guangdong Peasant Movement Institute in
1924. Yet, it was Mao's strategy of establishing the rural Soviet that
tested the revolutionary potential of hinterland southern peasants. Mao
pointed out that "within a country, one or several small areas under
Red political power should exist for a long time, aiming at the
encirclement of White political power . . . (and) are not those unaf-

60 To investigate, suppress, and destroy all political and economic counterrevolutionaries was the
major task of the State Security Bureau, the CCP's equivalent to the KGB. See Mao Zedong,
"The Organizational Outlines of the State Security Bureau of the Chinese Soviet Republic of
1932," in Supplements to Collected Writings of Mao Zedong [in Japanese], ed. Minoru
Takeuchi, vol. 4 (Tokyo: Sososha, 1984), 15-19. De-culturalization policy included stopping all
festival activities and destroying temples.
61 Mao Zedong, "The Central Executive Committee Resolution Regarding the Redistribution of
Administrative Regions," Hongse Zhonghua, no. 98 (July 21, 1933): 3.
62 "Issues Regarding the Voting Rights of Worker and Peasant Members Who Joined
Counterrevolutionary Organizations," in Takeuchi, Supplements to Collected Writings of Mao
Zedong 4:11-13.
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fected by the democratic revolution like Szechwan [Sichuan], Kweichow
[Guizhou], Yunnan or the northern provinces."63 Instead, he attributed
this phenomenon to the province of Guangdong, where Peng Pai's
Hailufeng Soviet first emerged after the collapse of the short-lived
KMT-CCP alliance in 1927.

Mao realized that the military force of the compradors and land lords in
Guangdong was too strong to allow the CCP to develop bases. In the
provinces of Fujian and Jiangxi, however, the situation more promising.
This meant , abandoning the KMT's stand of anti imperialism in Guangdong,
which was close to the British colony of Hong Kong. Contrary to virtually all
previous analysis which identifies Mao's strategy as always nationalist, this
move was in fact a response to imperatives of survival that required
abandoning nationalist appeals since he opposed the local Chinese gentry and
no longer could oppose British imperialism.

Mao’s political outlook on the Chinese revolution from the outset expressed
in his“Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan”can be
misread:

An agrarian revolution is a revolution by the peasantry to overthrow the power
of the feudal landlord class. If the peasants do not apply great force, the power
of the landlords, consolidated over thousands of years, can never be uprooted.
There must be a revolutionary tidal wave in the countryside in order to mobilize
tens of thousands of peasants and weld them into this great force.64

The so-called "poor peasantry" in Mao's southern peasant strategy during the
rural Soviet period were the rural displaced, the local bandits, the Hakka,
the secret societies, and the ethnic minorities.

Mao undertook a sustained struggle with the local landlord-gentry class,
adopting a material incentive strategy with regard to the rural displaced.65

He was keenly aware of the latter's land-hungry state .of mind and induced
them to believe that what he wanted for them was identical to their own
tangible material interests. Slogans such as "down with the village bosses

63 Mao Zedong, "Why Can China's Red Political Power Exist?" in Selected Works of Mao
Tse-tung (1954) 1:64-65.
64 Mao Zedong; "Report, on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan" (March
1927), in Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, vol. 1(Peking:! Foreign Languages Press.1965),
28-29.
65 See Mao Zedong, Zhu De, and Chen Yi, “A Noticeof the Political Department of the 4th

Regiment of the RedArmy”; also the westernFujian communist party's“AResolution on Land
Issue”of July 1929 and “A Resolution onthe Rich Peasant Issue”passed by the Nanyang
Conference in June 1930. All of these decisions were encouraging the peasants to abrogate all
debts. See Zhang and Zhao, Zhongguo tudi gaigeshi, 78, 80, 88.
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(tuhao) and bad gentry, distribute the land to the tillers" became prominent.
Lineage leaders and gentry were kidnapped and blackmailed. Mao also
appealed to the marginalized— bandits, paupers, gamblers, and
loafers—to engage in frontal attacks on the rural establishment.66 He
wrote:

There is a fairly large number of lumpen proletarians, that is, peasants
who have lost their land and handicraftsmen who have lost all opportunity
of employment. They lead the most precarious kind of life. They have
formed secret societies in various places . . . the Triad Society in Fukien
[Fujian] and Kwangtung [Guangdong] . . . all these have been in political
and economic struggles. Able to fight very bravely but apt to be destructive,
they can become a revolutionary force when properly guided.67

Mao also tried to win over or neutralize local bandits; particularly in
Fujian, Mao directly appealed to focal bandits to join the Red Army and
attack village bosses and KMT troops. Eventually, local bandits constituted
a large proportion of the 4th Regiment of the Red Army. For the
distribution of organized local bandits in Fujian, see table 6.

Mao also exploited tensions between the Hakka and the non-Hakka.
The Hakka rallied organizationally in the name of peasant associations
and followed the communist leadership in attacking status quo rural power.
Hakka peasant associations consequently became organs of authority,
and forerunners of the Red Army.

Violence was the hallmark, as the CCP responded to the KMT's
purge in 1927 with its own Red terror. A party security agency, the
Political Security Bureau headed by Deng Fa, was established to wipe out
enemies of the revolution. The CCP considered the party to be an
instrument of coercion, and made an all-out effort to organize peasant
violence.68 Mao in his Report from Xunwu (1930) vividly portrayed this
struggle in the southern part of Jiangxi in a folk song:

The moon is shining, as if burning. We bear hardship, while others are
happy. Little to eat, little to wear. Year after year of work, always living in
a dilapidated house. I've no money to obtain a pretty wife; I'll grow old

66 See "A Letter to Greenwood Brothers," in Hongsijun ru Min he Gutian huiyi wenxian zi/iao,
33-36; and Mao Zedong, "On Problems of the Rascals," in Takeuchi, Supplements to Collected
Writings of Mao Zedong 3:138-39. Also see David Holm, Art and Ideology in Revolutionary
China (Cambridge: Clarendon Press, 1991), 19-20.
67 Mao Zedong, "Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society," in Selected Works of Mao
Tse-tung (1954) 1:20.
68 John Byron and Robert Pack, The Claws of the Dragon: Kang Sheng, the Evil Genius Behind
Mao and His Legacy of Terror in People's China (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992), 131,
158, 436.
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alone. With no schooling, we're blind even though we have eyes. Oh, God!
How bitter is our lot. . . . Being aggrieved, let us poor brothers be
united and of one heart. Let's join the Red Army and kill our enemy.69

Table 6
Distribution of Orgainzed Local Bandits in Fujian

Band Leader Numbers of Bandits Locations

You Clifu 400 Dehua, Yongchun

Yu Dingren 200 Shaoan
Chen Weituo 100 Minqing
Huang Dao 300 Pushao, Chongjian

Lin Chenghu 200 Yongtai
Huang Guotai 300 Haicheng, Longxi
Zhong Shaokui 1,000 Wuping, Shanghang
Zhong Guanhao 500 Wuping, Shanghang
Lin Naidao 500 Shaojian, Puchong
Huang Yuzhang 100 Longyan
Li Naisi 100 Shouning
Guo Zong 100 Anxi
Wang Guixian 100 Anxi
Ye Wenlong 1,100 Changtai
Zhang Heshan 300 Nanjing
Huang Goupi 100 Yongding, Wuping
Lin Zongmin 100- Zhangping
Chen Maogao 450 Yousha
Chen Xiaoqing 450 Yousha
Li Qingzhong 100+ Wuping, Shanghang
Zheng Qing 100+ Fuding
Ding Jinchao 200 Ningde, Fu’an
Zhou Huanwen 100- Liancheng
Zhang Yunxian 100- Ningde
Wang Lianshan 100+ Anxi, Zhangpu
Wang Deshan 100+ Anxi, Zhangpu
Source: Yan Zeyuan, "Ten Years of Local Security in Fujian," in Fujian shinian
(Ten years in Fujian) (Fuzhou: Fujian shengyin jingyanshi; 1945), 59-63.

69 Mao Zedong, "The Land Struggle in Xunwu," in Report from Xunwu, ed. Roger R.
Thompson (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1990). 164.
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Two secret societies in Fujian—the Three Dots Sect (San die hui)
and the Red Ribbon Sect (Hong dai hui)—were anti-state social forces
manipulated by local communists to act as guides, messengers and porters.
For instance, the CCP used the Three Dots Sect as camouflage to escape
KMT suppression.70 The local communist party thug penetrated sectarian
networks and converted them to communist goals.

In addition, in eastern Fujian, the Red Ribbon Sect was taken
over by the CCP. This superstitious sect was organized on a village
basis. The so-called fatari (shrine) constituted the basic unit of this
sect; various fatans such as the One Heart £ect, White Crane Sect,
and Milk Mother Sect flourished in Gantan, while in Shouning, Fujian
communist members and political activists were sent to learn how to
perform sect ceremonies.71 Peasant associations and sects became dif-
ferent aspects of one organization; guerrillas were organized on the
Big Knife Sect basis; landlords were threatened not to collect rents; and
the communists enhanced both the status and material conditions of
marginalized southern people.

Fungible allies: Mao was aware of the conflict between the native
inhabitants and the Hakka settlers, stating:

A very wide cleft has existed between the native inhabitants and the settlers
whose forefathers moved here from the North several hundred years ago;
their traditional hatred of each other is so deep-rooted that it sometimes
leads to bitter conflicts. Numbering several millions, these settlers are
found in the region extending from the border between Fukien [Fujian]
and Kwangtung [Guangdong] all the way along the border of Hunan and
Kiangsi [Jiangxi]. The settlers who occupy the hilly regions have been
oppressed by the native inhabitants who occupy the plains, and have never
had any political rights. They welcomed the national revolution of the two
previous years, thinking that the day had come for them to hold their heads
high. But unfortunately the revolution failed and they remain oppressed
by the native inhabitants.72

Mao exploited this clash so that the Hakka settlers became allies of the
local communist party and constituted most of the local communist
leadership. In Fujian, communist-controlled areas were, in fact,
Hakka-populated areas (see table 7).73

Once the CCP confiscated all landlords' land and distributed

70 Deng Zihui, "Warfare Fires in a Mountain City," in Fujian dangshi ziliao 1:85; and Chen Ting,
“In Memory of the Struggle History of the Eastern Fujian Red Army,”ibid. 3:141-42.
71 Ye Fei, "In Memory of the Struggle of the Eastern Fujian Party by Ye Fei," ibid. 3:87; and
Ye Fei, Ye Fei huiyilu (Memoirs of Ye Fei) (Beijing: Jiefangjun chubanshe, 1988), chap. 4.
72 Mao, "The Struggle in the Jinggang Mountains," 94-95.
73 Luo Xianglin, Kejia yanjiu daolun (An introduction to the study of the Hakkas in their
ethnic, historical, and cultural aspects) (Xingning: Xishan tushuguan, 1933), 98.
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that land to the Hakka tenants, the Hakka tenants were encouraged
to abrogate all previous debts and depend on the CCP to protect these
gains. Most full-time peasants were mobilized as Red Guards and
formed part-time local militia whose duties included performing as
military reserve forces, maintaining local security, guiding the Red
Army, and acting as medical teams.74

Table 7
Distribution of Communist-Controlled Hakka Areas in Fujian

Name County Number of Followers

Huang Ligui Pucheng 1,000

Luo Binghui Gutian 900
Feng-Pintai Shounihg 1,000
Qu Qiubai Changding 300
WeiGeng Yongtai 300
He Ming Yunxiao 300
Lu Sherig Yunxiao 300
YeFei Shouning 800
Zhang Dingchehg Changding 1,000

Deng Zihui Changding 1,000
Ye Fengxun Min-Zhe borders 100-
Wu Guangzhong Puxian 100-
He Xutao Fuqing 100

Chen Hengyuan Fuqing 100
Zhang Zeqing Ninghua 50
Zeng Jingbing Jianyong 80
Lin Dafan Dalian 100-
Zhang Boting Putian 70
Cai Xianbiao Xianyou 70
Cai Wenhuan Yongchun 70

Source: See table 6.

74 In the Soviet areas, those who had voting rights and were 18-40 years of age were obliged to
serve" as Red Guards. See "War Mobilization and Rear End Work," in Zhongyang geming
genjudi shiliao xuanbian (Selected historical materials of the central revolutionary base), vol. 2
(Nanchang: Jiangxi renmin chubanshe, 1982), 60. For peasant mobilization and land reform in
western Fujian, see Ninghua xianzhi (1992), 166-68; Longyan diqu zhi (1992), 212; Longyan
shizhi (Annals of Longyan city) (Beijing: Zhongguo kexue jishu chubanshe, 1993), 250; Pucheng
xianzhi (1994), 243; Shanghang xianzhi (1993), 144-45; Wuping xianzhi (1993), 144-45;
Liancheng xianzhi (1993), 149; and Changding xianzhi (1993), 500-502.



26

Earlier, during the Peng Pai Hailufeng peasant movement in 1923,
peasant associations were established in five Guangdong counties where
the Shezu population was concentrated: Zengcheng, Boluo, Huiyang,
Dapu, and Chaoan. After 1927, the communist party reestablished
itself in Shezu villages in Fu'an, Lianjiang, and Xiapu (eastern Fujian)
and mobilized the Shezu peasants75 by using the issue of the poppy
tax to unite them. Eastern Fujian was a poppy growing area, and poppy
growing counties such as Fuqing, Lianjiang, Fu'an, Shouning, puding, and
Ningde were Shezu areas. 76 During the warlord period in Fujian
(1918-34), the Shezu were forced to grow this profitable crop, as Fujian
warlords relied heavily on poppy taxation to pay for their military
expenditures.77 About 70,000 troops under five provincial generals, as
well as the navy were all supported by opium taxation. By 1924,
predecessors of the incumbent generals had already collected land taxes
three years in advance. Subsequently, wherever troops were stationed,
opium growing would be compulsory. Peasants who opposed forced
poppy cultivation were shot and villages burnt down.78

Earlier in 1927, Shezu anti-opium tax revolts occurred in Shuang-hua,
Fuding, and some seventy-two villages of Fu'an county, 79 as local
communist party organizations were established after the collapse of
the KMT-CCP alliance. The first communist party branch was established
at Fengyang in Fu'an, then extended to adjacent counties such as
Changlong in Lianjiang, and Wudou and Longtan in Xiapu under the
eastern Fujian communist party leadership of Ma Lifeng and Zhan
Rubo.80 In spring 1931, massive anti-opium tax protests were organized
in Xibing, Muyang, and Xipei of Fu'an by the communists. After 1931,
various poor peasant corps, anti-tax corps, red peasant associations,
women's associations, and children's corps were established among the
Shezu at places such as Fengyang, Xianyan, Shantouzhuang, and Xiaoling
in Fu'an, Ningyuan in Zhouning, and Qingjiao in Xiapu. In 1932,
communist-led Red Guards, guerrillas, and Red Ribbon teams abounded
in this region.81 In winter 1933, a communist-led armed revolt took place

75 Shezu jianshi, 62-63.
76 Fujiansheng jinyan gaikuang (A survey of the opium suppression campaign in Fujian)
(Fuzhou: Fujian congshu, 1939), 7-8.
77 The China Year Book, 1924 (New York: Brentanos, 1925), 554-55.
78 Keniohi Hatano, Chugaku kyusantoshi 1932 (The Chinese Communist Party in 1932)
(Tokyo: Johoub, 1961), 14-21.
79 Shezu jianshi, 63 and Fan Shiren, "In Memory of the Struggle History of the Eastern
Fujian Party," in Fujian dangshi ziliao 3:105.
80 Shezu jianshi, 64.
81 Ibid., 65.
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at Saiqi, Fu'an. Some 1,000 Red Guards and guerrillas composed of the
Shezu attacked local militia, seized the granary and salt reservoir, and
distributed their contents to the local people. In another armed revolt at
Qingjiao, some 4,000 Shezu peasants from 47 villages participated. In 1934,
some 10 village-level rural Soviets were established in Shezu-populated
areas. The Shezu peasants provided ample manpower for communist
Red Guards and made substantial contributions to building up the
eastern Fujian communist forces.82

Unlike Fujian, in Guangdong very little poppy was cultivated; in the
1920s. Since the surrounding provinces of Fujian, Guizhou and Yunnan
produced such enormous quantities, it was uneconomic for richer
Guangdong to produce it. The one notable exception was Shantou and its
adjacent areas, where local peasants were encouraged to grow poppy from
the free supply of seeds from local warlords 83 and threatened with
penalties if they refused to do so. When the Guangdong local communist
established the Dongjiang base after being expelled from the city in 1927,
they exploited the delicate poppy business by supporting Hakka peasants
continuing to cultivate poppy in the mountainous areas of Fengshun, Jieyang,
and Puning.84 Mean-while, four major communist-controlled areas were
composed of local Hakka: Gu Dacun, Li Jiantu, and Deng Caiping in
Fengshun; Fang Guangqing and Fu Dagang in Nanshan; Wen Xiti, Lin
Henghui, and Lin Yangke in Raoping; and Peng Pai in Hailufeng.85 This
Hakka-populated region, also known as Dongjiang, was composed of nine
sections of disconnected districts. At its height, the CCP spread over 26
counties in Guangdong with a population of 70,000.86

When the Guangdong provincial government decided on poppy
eradication in 1928, local Hakka peasants resisted. The communists sided
with the local peasants, enabling the CCP to obtain political support from
the local Hakka as well as generate profits for military expenditures, both of
which were badly needed. Opposition to government poppy eradication
enabled the communists to gain control of the Dongjiang areas.87

82 Ibid., 66.
83 The China Year Book, 1924, 560.
84 Cai Muhuat, Chaoshan lunxian sannian (Chaoshan under three years of communist rule)
(Hong Kong: Yazhao chubanshej 1953), 121-22.
85 Xie Xueying, Chaomei xianxiang (A phenomenon of Chaomei) (Shantou: Shantou shishi
chubanshe, 1925), 199-204.
86 Chen Wan'an et al., "An Introduction to the Dongjiang Revolutionary Base," in
Guangdong dangshi ziliao (Guangdong Party History Materials) 2 (1988): 182-83.
87 Lai Su-ching, ed., Guomin zhengfu liunian jinyan jihua jiqi chengjiu (The Nationalist
government's six-year opium suppression plan and its achievements) (Taipei: Guo-shiguan,
1986), 337-38.
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Communist policies were more welcome in the Hakka-populated
mountainous areas than in the Hoklo-populated coastal areas. In the
Dongjiang area, Hakka counties included Xingning, Wuhua, Pingyuan,
Jiaoling, Meixian, Dapu, and Fengshun, whereas Hoklo counties in-
cluded Raoping, Chaoan, Jieyang, Puning, Chaoyang, Huilai, and
Chenghai.88 This reflected the social cleavages between the Hakka and
Hoklo communities. In addition, communist mobilization attracted
less empathy among the Hoklo communities. For example, unlike
the Hakka females who worked extensively in the fields—which was
pivotal for the survival of the communist base economy as the men
were mobilized for fighting—the female Hoklo seldom performed field
labor and showed little interest in communist mobilization, let alone
participating in communist-agitated struggles. Moreover, fewer Red
Guards were assembled in Hoklo counties than the Hakka ones; not a
single model Red Guard team was selected from the Hoklo counties.89

The Hakka, She, and Li Peasants as Major Social
Forces for Communist Mobilization in South China

Marginal lumpen elements may have joined the Red Army, but
only rooted communities could provide a social base. Without the
Hakka, Shezu, and Lizu, Mao's southern peasant strategy might not
have had such a base in South China.

Five subregions of these three southern provinces were foci of
communist activities: western Fujian, eastern Fujian, eastern Guang-
dong, Hainan, and southern Zhejiang. The major pattern of
CCP-southern peasant interactions during the pre-1927 period may be
characterized as economic reciprocity. Southern peasants were

88 Li Yongming, Chaozhou fangyan (The dialect of Chaozhou) (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju,
1959), 1-5.
89 "A Report from the Special Committee of the CCP at Dongjiang," in Guangdong
dangshi (Guangzhou: Guangdong renmin chubanshe, 1984), 18-19. When the CCP started
its long retreat to Yan'an, it left behind some 8,000 to 12,000 Red Army members. These
units were scattered in Guangdong, Fujian, and Zhejiang. They gradually reestablished a
modest military and political presence in these three provinces, which later formed the New
4th Army and moved to southern Jiangsu in 1937. By and large, these southern communist
guerrillas preserved foci of resistance and experienced military cadres. They never achieved
possession of a fixed, stable, territorial base during the 1934-37 period except in some small
and remote areas. In essence, they kept alive a symbolic communist presence in South
China which lasted until the final communist victory in 1949. See Gregor Benton, Mountain
Fires: The Red Army's Three-Year War in South China (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1992).
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mobilized through peasant associations, and during this phase, southern
peasants, provided logistic support for KMT troops. In return, they
received rent reductions and tax deductions. The unprecedented support,
in peasant groups reflected the first effort of the communist-dominated
peasant movement. Peasant associations were organized throughout
Guangdong, including Shezu-populated areas such as Zengcheng, Huiyang,
Dapu, and Chaoan, and claimed a few thousand peasant members. In
Fujian and Hainan, peasant movement training agencies were established
by local activists. In Zhejiang, on the other hand, relatively prosperous,
non-Hakka peasant movement activists were arrested and peasant
associations dismantled by the KMT.90

After the dramatic of the KMT-CCP alliance in 1927and shift
of KMT control to Chiang Kai-shek's faction, the KMT drove the
communists underground and into rural areas. Local communists attempted
to organize peasant violence in western Fujian, eastern Guangdong, and
Hainan during the 1928-30 period.

This phase was different from the previous period in- which communists
were camouflaged under the protection of the KMT. Throughout 1928-30,
communist-instigated peasant violence took place in the Hakka-populated
counties of Longyan, Shanghang, and Yongding in western Fujian (see
table 8). In Dongjiang of eastern Guangdong, peasants under the leadership
of Peng Pai and Gu Dacun struggled with the local authority. In Lingshui
and Yanxian in Hainan, communists exploited Hakka and Lizu
revolutionary potential.

The first uprising was held in Pinghe county, Fujian on March 8,
1928, under the leadership of Zhu Jili, who was a graduate of the
Guangzhou Peasant Movement Institute and became the provisional
county commissar of Pinghe. Earlier, when the 11th Corps of the KMT
marched to Pinghe to suppress communist activities in February 1928, some
thirty peasants were detained as porters. Using this opportunity to attack the
KMT, Zhu Jili successfully mobilized 600 local peasants to demand the
release of the detained peasants. Building on this issue, a county-wide
peasant rally was held to organize local peasant associations on February 11,
1928. Using "down with the bullies and confiscate land'' as a slogan, .a
peasant army from Xiufeng, Jiufeng, and Shangping in Pinghe county,
Fujian; a rifle team from Raoping in Guangdong; a peasant militia from
Dapu in Guangdong; and the Iron Blood Corps-from Yongding in
Fujian composed the 1,200-man uprising. On March 8, 1928, this troop
attacked the county capital of Pinghe, and its victory was the first

90 Diyici guonei geming zhanzheng shiqi de nongmln yundong ziliao, 431.
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successful peasant power seizure in Fujian.91

Table 8
peasant Riots in Selected Western Fujian Areas

Riot Year Place
Number of

Paticipants
Longyan Prefecture

Longyan Houitan riot March 1928 Houtian village 600
Shanghang Jiaoyang riot June 1928 Jiaoyang township 800
Yongding riot June 1928 Chengdong, 1,500

Xiayang, Guyang,
and Pingshui

Ninghua County
Xixiang riot 1922 Hekou 1,000
Armed riot in five 1930 Caofang, Hekou, 100
Southwest towns Chengguan

Huaitu, and
Lichikeng

Changding County
Tufang riot June-October 1929 Tufang township 800
Nanyang riot July 1929 Nangyang, Chaxi, 300

and Zhuxie villages
Tangbei riot November 1929 Tangbei township 700
Gucheng riot November 1929 Gucheng township 240,

ShangSidu riot March 1930 Sidu village 300
Dingdong riot June 1930 Xinqiao township 2,000
Source: Longyan diqu ihi (1992), 1:1139-40; Ninghua xianzhi (1992), 656-58; and
Changding xianzhi (1993), 507-8.

The second power seizure took place in Longyan, Fujian in the spring
of 1928. It was led by Guo Diren, another graduate of the Guangzhou
Peasant Movement Institute. After the 1927 incident, Guo Diren and
Deng Zihui returned to Longyan to organize secret peasant associations,
anticipating the development of revolutionary activities. In the winter of
1927, the first communist party branch was established in Houtian

91 Five Major Armed Riots in Fujian in 1928," in Zhonggong dangshi ziliao zhtianti
yanjiuji (A collection of research on topics in the CCP history), vol. 1 (Beijing: Zhonggong
dangshi ziliaoshi, 1987), 72-76.
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village, Longyan, and Chen Jinhui was appointed party secretary. In 1928,
when local rice prices in Houtian' rose, the communist party branch took
advantage of the issue and prohibited the export of local grain by landlords.
Violent confrontations ensued between local landlords and
communist-supported peasants. Guo Diren publicly confiscated all the deeds
of landlords and burned all the leases and debt records. Members of the
local peasant association then forcibly broke into local granaries and
distributed 1,000 barrels of grain among themselves.92

The third power seizure occurred in Shanghang, Fujian on June 25,
1928. After a 1927 purge, the provisional committee of the Fujian communist
party sent Luo Ming to Shanghang to revitalize the Fujian communist
organization. Luo met with Fu Bocui, a local radical, and promised to
establish local party branches. Using slogans such as "land to the tiller,"
peasant associations were set up and peasant members recruited. Peasant
associations met resistance from the local gentry, and a showdown of force
ensued when 800 Jiaoyang peasants, under the leadership of Fu Bocui and
Guo Boping, organized peasants to attack, the local military command. The
fighting lasted for three days, but the peasant force was defeated.93

Peasants were also organized in secret societies, such as the Iron Blood
Corps, which had over 1,000 peasant members. Beset by tax pressures and
seasonal food shortages, peasants responded to local communists and staged
a mass demonstration. The Iron Blood Corps, under the leadership of Zhang
Dingcheng, on June 30,1928, prevailed. It was a triumph for the local
communists and established the first battalion of the Red Army in Fujian. It
also seized control of Xi'nan, Jinfeng, and Shanghulei for a short time.94

There were further uprisings in Dongjiang, Guangdong in the 1928-30
period. Immediately after the 1927 purge incident, three insurrections
centered around Hailufeng under the leadership of Peng Pai in October
1928, Peng was transferred to Shanghai and was succeeded by Gu Dacun
who established and became commander of the 11th Regiment of the
Chinese Worker/Peasant Red Army in the Dongjiang area. In early
1930, Gu was instructed by the communist central authority in
Shanghai to attack Chaoan, and failed. He led the remaining troops
in an escape to the Da'nanshan area.95

In Hainan, the communists managed to unite the Hakka as well as
Lizu peasants in armed struggles against the KMT local authority. This

92 Ibid., 76-77; and Deng Zihui, "Memoirs of the Revolutionary Struggle of the People in
Longyan," in Fujian dangshi ziliao 2 (1983): 1-44.
93 "Five Major Armed Riots in Fujian in 1928," 78-79.
94 ibid., 79-83.
95 Chen, "An Introduction to the Dongjiang Revolutionary Base," 182-93.
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resulted in the autumn harvest uprising of Lingshui in December 1927,
the Yanxian riot in January 1928, and the Hainan uprising in February
1928.96

Patterns of Conflicts
Between the Southern Peasants and the CCP97

A rural society with strong lineage cohesion does not suddenly
accept communist leadership; in South China, acceptance required
the local radicals to undermine the established power structure.

In the first phase (pre-1927), after the 17th Army Corps of the
KMT left on the Northern Expedition for Zhejiang, Changding was
protected by some 300 local militia. During this period, local status
groups organized militia and maintained political stability.98 In the
second phase (1928-30), local radical intellectuals assumed political
leadership and solicited peasant support. There were indigenous young
intellectuals, including Wang Yangyan of Xinqiao, Luo Huacheng of
Nanyang, Fu Bocui of Shanghang, Zhang Dingcheng of Yongding,
Deng Zihui of Longyan, and others. Various study groups, such as
peasant night schools, were organized, and underground communist
party branches were also established. In the third phase (1931-34), a
hierarchical CCP from outside began to displace the local communist
leaders and turn the party's base of support to other issues. This was
exemplified in the anti-Social Democratic Party incident in 1931.99

The CCP seldom changed the consciousness of the southern peas-
antry, as local orientation remained predominant. The CCP attempted
to restructure the local social and economic order, but land redistribution
had-to be repeated again and again, supposedly because of rich peasants and
landlords' distortions. Peasants continued to pay landlords rent secretly.100

Many peasants fled the rural Soviet as its collapse approached, and
gentry-controlled militia continued to be active around the rural Soviet region.
Later, in western Fujian's rural Soviets, Hakka peasants were amenable to the

96 Ltzu jianshi, chap. 7; and Zhao and Tian, "The First KMT-CCP Cooperation,"
23-24.
97 See King-yi Hsu, Chinese Communist Agrarian Policies during the Kiangsi Period (New
York: Garland Publishing Inc., 1980), chap. 8.
98 Hu, Changding feiluanshi, 13-14.
99 For more on the anti-Social Democratic Party incident, see Cheng Hsueh-chia, Zhong-
gongFutian shibian zhenxiang (The real story of the Futian incident) (Taipei: Guoji
gongdang went! yanjiushe, 1976).
100 Mao Zedong, "A Report on the First Anniversary of the Provisional Central Government,"
Hongse Zhonghua, no. 39 (November 7, 1932): 4.
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radical Hakka intellectuals' mobilization. But the CCP met with stiff
resistance from non-Hakka local status groups, local radical groups, and
local peasants who resisted communist conversion.

During the ruraf Soviet period, it often happened that communist party
branches were formed by party branch meetings thus virtually became lineage
meetings. In these circumstances, it was very difficult indeed to build a unified
communist party.101 Party members did not act on class contradictions that
made for lineage conflict, and peasant localism' did not privilege political
consciousness over primordial loyalty.102 To eliminate peasant localism became
a major task for the communist party, as Mao vividly described the problem:

The landed gentry led counterrevolutionary troops for annihilation and
stirred up once again the conflict between the native inhabitants and the
settlers Theoretically, such a cleft between the native inhabitants and
the settlers ought not to find its way into the exploited classes of
workers and peasants, still less into the communist party. But in
reality, it does exist as the hangover of a tradition of many years.
For example, the native landed gentry led reactionary troops to
return to the communist-controlled region and distributed
propaganda that the settlers were going to massacre the native
inhabitants, whereupon the native peasants mostly became turncoats, put on
white ribbons, and led the KMT troops to set fire to houses and search the
hills. When the Red Army routed the KMT troops later on, the native
peasants fled with the reactionaries, and the settler-peasants seized the
belongings of the native inhabitants in turn. This situation,
duplicated in the party, often leads to senseless conflicts.103

These inherited social relationships persisted despite communist efforts to
establish a new basis of political leadership.104

During the rural Soviet period, the CCP attained military power
with which it could harass and destabilize the local political order.
Members of non-Hakka local elites organized militia to fight the com-
munists,105 with the persistence of elite-led militia in the heartland of
the rural Soviet highlighting tensions between rural society and the

101 Mao, "The Struggle in the Jinggang Mountains," 94.
102 See Mao Zedong, ''A Conclusion of-the Convention on the Soviet Land Investigation
Movement in Eight Districts," Hongse Zhonghua, no. 89 (June 29, 1933): 6.
103 Mao, “The Struggle in theJinggang Mountains,”95-96.
104 Mao Zedong, "A Letter from Mao Zedong to Yuan Guoping," in Collected Writings of
Mao Tse-tung [in Japanese], ed. Minoru Takeuchi, vol. 3 (Tokyo: Hokubosha, 1970), 96-97.
105 See Hortgse Zhonghua , no. 13 (March 9, 1932): 8.
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radical revolutionary movement.106 Initially, the revolutionary movement
had exploited its Hakka identity and the Hakka versus non-Hakka
conflicts so as not to challenge the traditional political leadership; the
elite-dominated power structure thus persisted.

The growing tension between young radical Hakka and elite Hakka
added to the difficulties.107 As the young, radical Hakka became more
threatening to local Hakka elites, the latter became increasingly con-
fused about the character of the movement. In short, growing com-
munist power split the local elite society. Although many peasants
supported the communists' land redistribution programs, ambivalence
remained, as can be seen from the communists' difficulty in carrying
out land redistribution. Mass defections of peasants occurred in 1931
and 1933, but by June 1933, many peasants still lacked class conscious-
ness. Remarks that "there were many bad class elements who had
slipped through and were undermining the movement" led the CCP to
attempt land redistribution yet again in order to raise peasant class
consciousness and root out the hidden landlords and rich peasants.108

However, the "Land Investigation Movement" of 1933 was also
not fully successful. 109 Many peasants presented false evidence at
meetings to show that people classified by the CCP as landlords and
rich peasants were really middle-class or poor peasants, and outsiders
could not overcome communal loyalties. Peasant ambivalence was
also displayed by a large peasant exodus from the Soviet region, which
occurred at least twice during the Central Soviet's three-year existence.

By ameliorating the peasants' lot, the CCP won peasant support.
Since the resources available to the rural Soviets were extremely scarce
in these poor regions, and the tight blockade imposed by the KMT
made the need for resources ever more urgent, tensions between the
Party-led movement and local ties intensified.

Land taxes: During the Jiangxi period, the Central Soviet
government issued three tax laws to regulate the collection of land
taxes. The first tax law, adopted in November 1931, was entitled
"Temporary Regulations on Taxation" (TRT).110 Land taxes were
levied only on principal crops such as rice and wheat, and peasants
were allowed to pay either in cash or in crops.Seven months later,
the rural Soviet issued a "Revised Temporary Regulations on

106 Takeuchi, Collected Writings of Mao Tse -tung 3:96.
107 Luo, Kejia yanjiu daotun, 279-80.
108 Ibid.
109 See Hongse Zhonghua, no. 87 (June 20, 1933): 5.
110 Tsao, Jiangxi suweiai, 351.
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Taxation" (RTRT), 111 which made land tax payments in cash
mandatory. The directive held that the official price accepted by the
rural Soviets was to be that of Jthe market price on the third day after
the new crops were harvested. J Whether or not the peasant actually
sold his crops at this price wirrelevant. As more of the newly
harvested crops entered the market prices declined. Since an early
market price was fixed for tax payment, many peasants felt a heavy
and unfair loss.

In 1933, the Central Soviet government issued an independent
land tax regulation accompanied by two tax-rate tables and other
supplementary regulations.112 While in earlier regulations land taxes
were I levied on the basis of the average harvest per person in the
family, the new regulation stipulated that family size was to be
taken into account in figuring both the maximum harvest subject to
taxation J and tax rates. Family size had been considered earlier, but
only in calculating the average amount of harvest per person.
According to the new regulation, when the family size increased, tax
rates also increased.

Government bonds: During the three years of its existence,
the Central Soviet government issued three government bonds. The
first bond series, promoted from July 1-20, 1932, was entitled
"Revolutionary Warfare Short-Term Bonds" (RWSTB) 113 to meet
military expenditures. Yet, peasants' pessimistic attitudes toward the
communist movement and the success of the anti-communists
hindered the bond-purchasing movement. Mass organizations such as
the poor-peasant corps were urged to carry out propaganda and
agitation at mass meetings, explaining the benefits of buying bonds.
Imposition by compulsion became the general practice. Some cadres
used equal imposition on a per capita basis regardless of the economic
status of the peasant. Stories spread of peasants who committed suicide
when they were unable to buy all the bonds imposed on them.114 Some were
forced to give up their land because of their inability to meet demands.

Another difficulty was the irregular grain prices set by the
Central Soviet government for peasants who intended to buy bonds with

111 Mao Zedong, "Revised Temporary Regulations on Taxation," Hongse Zhonghua, no. 27
(July 14, 1932): 2.
112 Tsao, Jiangxi suweiai, 345-56.
113 Mao Zedong, "On Issuing Revolutionary Warfare Short-Term Bonds," Hongse
Zhonghua, no. 24 (June 23, 1932): 5, 7.
114 Mao Zedong, "On Correcting the Commandism of Selling Bonds," ibid., no. 113
(September 27, 1933): 3.
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grain. The set prices seemed too -low and did not follow rises in market
prices. The peasants were therefore reluctant to purchase bonds with
grain. Sometimes the prices set were very high in order to encourage the
masses to buy bonds, giving many who purchased bonds with grain an
apparently unfair profit. This practice became a serious obstacle to
grain export for cash, since few would make an effort exporting grain if
they were guaranteed a higher profit by purchasing bonds with grain.
Since grain was the only export of the rural Soviet, the Central Soviet
government setting high grain prices to encourage bond purchase was
also undercutting the economy of the rural Soviets by precluding cash
money. These increasing problems produced waning confidence in the
Central Soviet authority.115

Grain collection surprise-attack drive: In order to accelerate grain
collection, land tax collection, and sales of government bonds, and
particularly to provide the general public and the Red Army with sufficient
food during the struggle against the KMT "Fifth Bandit Suppression
Campaign," in 1933, the Central Soviet government decided to launch the
"Surprise-Attack Drive of Selling Bonds, Levying Land Taxes, and
Collecting Grain" and the "Grain Collection Surprise-Attack Drive"
(GCSAD).116 This movement could not effectively mobilize the peasants, as
frequent occurrences of imposition and commandism intensified
resistance.

Grain collection movement: In addition to land taxes and government
bonds, the Central Soviet government carried out movements to extract
supplies of grain to meet its expenses and Red Army provisional
requirements. From the outset, the Central Soviet government took control
of grain exports, allowing them only immediately after the harvest, when
grain prices dropped in rural Soviet areas. Exports were prohibited
during the planting season when grain shortages were especially serious.
When the grain exports were permitted, a quota system was instituted.
Uniform export certificates were also issued and could be obtained
by the peasants upon payment of a sales taxi Inspection stations were
established in border areas to examine export certificates and tax
statements.

There was an understandable reluctance to export grain in areas
where there was a shortage, but in areas with a grain surplus, peasants
tended to hold their grain until a later date, when they could make

115 Mao Zedong, "On Issuing No. 2 Revolutionary Warfare Bonds," ibid., no. 38
(November 1, 1932): 2.
116 Mao Zedong, "The Central Government's Emergency Mobilization Decree for Defeating
the Fifth Suppression Compaign,”ibid., no. 123 (November 1, 1933): 2.
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higher profits. However, many local authorities prohibited the export of
grain to prevent richer peasants and merchants from making large
profits and monopolizing grain supplies. Nevertheless, most grain
growers, not just the rich, sought to export in order to earn cash for,!
needed expenses.

To address these problems, the "Grain Collection Movement'
(GCM) was implemented in 1933.117 This movement was aimed at
solving shortages of grain, breaking up the KMT economic blockade,
destroying the monopoly of the grain market by merchants, increasing
the rural Soviet revenues, and stabilizing grain prices. Yet, there was
no magic solution. The regular land tax, along with the other grams,
imposed a burden on the peasants. The CCP's excessive use of
compulsion and the extensive exodus from the rural Soviet areas
were evidence of the failures of the Central Soviet government during]
the Jiangxi period. At the most, success was quite limited.

Conclusion

In pre-1949 South China, Mao undertook a variety of forceful
political initiatives to forge new links between the CCP and the peasants.
The Jiangxi Soviet was one such effort. The CCP also developed
political and ideological controls over peasant members of the Red
Army. Mao battled to reshape Hakka, Shezu, and Lizu peasant
grievances and direct them to revolutionary acts under the communist
leadership. Mao's strategy resulted in the establishment of rural Soviets in
Jiangxi and Fujian. Where animosity could not be mobilized, the use of
mass organizations, guerrilla warfare, and the local party system became
important methods to control peasants who were not wholehearted
supporters and use them to sustain a protracted armed struggle.

The CCP was engaged in a fierce struggle with both the KMT and
the local status groups. It tried to undermine the power of the gentry, but
was frustrated by the resistance of most southern peasants. The peasants'
fluid identities, ambivalence, and persistent loyalties shaped peasant
resistance in the communist-controlled areas.118 Mao used the Hakka and
the ethnic minority elements, mobilizing ethnic grievances against the
southern peasants, a policy that joined marginal elements against the
majority. Mao thus exacerbated gentry-peasant class conflict, hoping to
win more supporters, but did not succeed because of the continuing

117 Tsao, Jiangxi suweiai, 372-80.
118 See Kathleen Hartford and Steven M. Goldstein, eds., Single Sparks: China's Rural
Revolutions (New York: M. E. Sharpe, 1989), chap. 1.
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power of corporate lineage. Mao also extracted local resources to support
the large Red Army, and thus hurt the economic interests of the local
peasants. Mao would eventually begin an onslaught on peasant life in this
region after 1949, as collectivization and state exploitation intensified the
earlier struggles against the southern Chinese peasants.


