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A Study of the Three Examinations for 

High School Education in Mainland China 
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Abstract 

As important as a bridge between fundamental education and tertiary edu- 

cation, high school education in Mainland China has undoubtedly been 

neglected for more than forty years. Owing to an insufficient educational 

budget, emphasis was not allocated to high school education for expansion 

and enhancement, but measures to improve the examination systems relevant 

to high school education were set to take place. This is meant to boost the 

quality of high school education in order to make-up for the insufficient 

quantity of students. On the other hand, the three examinations relevant to 

high school students - the high school entrance examination, the high school 

comprehensive examination, and a subsequent college entrance examination 

are actually considered as the key factors to the success of education in 

mainland China. The PRC, however, has stressed the value of the reform of 

these examination systems in recent years. This paper reviews and evaluates 

all of these three examinations, and seeks to lay out possible directions for 

improvement. 
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