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A: EXEMPTIONS WITH COMPREHENSIVE SECTORAL COVERAGE  
 

WTO Members Beneficiaries Treatment Covered     Duration  Other Remarks 

1. Austria Switzerland Waving of visa requirement and other 
measures 

Indefinite   

2. Brunei  Traditional sources Preferences for entry and stay Indefinite with 
periodic 
national review

 

3. Cyprus EU Member States  Permission for limited numbers of EU 
nationals to be employed or to exercise 
professionals in specific occupations in 
accordance with criteria to be established 
unilaterally or in future agreement with EU 

Until the time 
of full EU 
membership 

 

4. Portugal Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea 
Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome and 
Principe 

Waving of the nationality requirement for the 
exercise of certain service activities 

Indefinite  

5. France Francophone African countries, Algeria, 
Switzerland and Romania 

Facilitation of access procedures for the 
exercise of certain services 

10 years  

6. United Kingdom Members of the British Commonwealth Waving of the requirement of a work permit 
for citizens having a grandparent born in the 
UK  

Indefinite  
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7. EC and/or 
Member States 

Switzerland  Measures with the objective of providing for 
the movement of all categories of natural 
persons supplying services 

Indefinite Reference to a 
progressive 
process 

8. EC and certain San Marino, Monaco, Andorra, Vatican 
State city  

Right of establishment for natural (and legal) 
persons, waving the requirement of work 
permits 

Indefinite  

9. EC Member  States in Central Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe including Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus and Georgia, and in the 
Mediterranean Basin. 

Guarantee of work permits in limited number 
for temporary contract work 

Indefinite or, 
for certain 
countries, until 
an economic 
integration 
agreement is 
concluded or 
completed 

All sectors 
(principally 
construction, 
hotel and 
catering). 
Reference to a 
broader initiative 

10. Italy  States in Central Eastern and South 
Eastern  

Guarantee of work permits for seasonal 
workers 

Indefinite  

11. Egypt Greece, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Qatar, 
Sudan, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 
and possibly other countries  

Full national treatment  As long as the 
agreements 
remain in force 

 

12. Indonesia Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, 
Darussalam, Papua New Guinea, 
Australia  

Measures concerning movement of personnel 
(semi-skilled workers). Limited access to low 
level occupations  

Indefinite  
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13. Jamaica Caricom Members: Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, 
Grenada, Guyana, Montserrat, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, St.Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago 

Waving of work permits  Indefinite  

14. Liechtenstein  Switzerland  Mutual granting of temporary stay and 
permanent  

Indefinite  

15. Liechtenstein EC and EFTA countries  Preferential treatment of persons from 
traditional recruiting areas with regard to 
permits for entry, stay, and work (applies to 
persons other than the essential persons 
appearing in the schedule of commitment) 

Indefinite  

16. Liechtenstein All countries  Reciprocity concerning the “right of presence 
of natural persons” 

Indefinite  

17. Malaysia  All countries  Differential treatment for measures affecting 
the movement of semi-skilled and unskilled 
workers on a regional, religious and cultural 
basis 

Indefinite  

18. Malta European Union Countries  Preferential treatment in the granting of 
licenses and permits to provide service. 

Indefinite Reference to the 
integration 
process into the 
EU 
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19. New Zealand Kiribati Most favorable entry conditions possible for 
up to 20 nationals each year  

Indefinite  

20. New Zealand  Tuvalu Most favorable entry conditions possible for 
up to 80 nationals each year 

Indefinite  

21. Panama Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, and Honduras  

Preferential treatment for suppliers of services 
of different kinds 

Indefinite  

22. Panama United States Preferential treatment for suppliers of services 
under the Panama Canal Treaties  

Indefinite  

23. Peru All countries  Waving the limitations of three years as 
maximum duration, 20% of the total number 
of employees and 30% of the payroll 

Indefinite  

24. Philippines “All countries “/ countries with whom a 
treaty on entry rights for traders and 
investors has been concluded. 

Waving labour market test and simplifying 
entry procedures  

Expiry or 
termination 
date of the 
bilateral treaties

 

25. Sierra Leone Mano River Union and ECOWAS 
countries 

Full national treatment As long as 
agreements 
remain in force 
or are extended
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26. Singapore  “Traditional sources” Measures regarding unskilled, semi-skilled, 
and skilled persons except specialists and 
professionals (Purpose: prevent 
overpopulation and maintain social order) 

Indefinite 
(periodic 
national 
review) 

 

27. Solomon Islands Members of the Melanesian Spearhead 
Group: Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea  

Waivers for measures affecting the entry and 
temporary stay of natural persons  

Indefinite Reference to an 
ongoing 
progressive 
process 

28. Sweden Switzerland  Measures with the objective of providing for 
the movement of all categories of natural 
persons supplying services 

Indefinite Reference to a 
progressive 
process 

29. Switzerland Liechtenstein  See 14. Indefinite  
30. Switzerland  EC and EFTA countries See 15. Indefinite  
31. Tunisia “All countries “(probably with whom 

Tunisia has or with have agreements) 
Bilateral social security agreements: 
extension of social security and health 
benefits to citizens of other countries  

Not specified  

32. Turkey Libya Restrictions on the transfer of premiums for 
long-term insurance schemes and on 
employment of foreign –workers by foreign 
companies is waived (not applied de facto)  

Indefinite  
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33. Turkey All countries Consulate duties: if the amount of the 
consulate duties collected from Turkish 
nationals by any country is higher than the 
amount written in the tariff lists, the consulate 
duties collected from the nationals of that 
country will be inscribed reciprocally.  

Indefinite  

34. USA All countries with whom the United 
States has a friendship, commerce and 
navigation treaty, a bilateral investment 
treaty, or certain countries described in 
the Sec.204 of the Immigration Act 1990

Movement of persons for trade and 
investment issuance “treaty trades or treaty 
investor non immigration visas “ to nationals 
of the countries concerned engaged in the 
substantial trade in services or in developing 
an investment. 

Indefinite  

 
B.SECTOR –SPECIFIC EXEMPTIONS 
 

WTO Members Sectors Concerned    Beneficiaries Treatment Covered     Duration 
1.New Zealand  Interpretation services  Japan and other countries 

with whom such 
arrangements may be 
desirable 

Most favorable entries conditions if 
employment for up to two years as 
interpreters in tourism related 
industries 

Indefinite 

2.Switzerland  Distribution services EFTA members Granting of work permits without 
certain limitations to employees of 
companies (commerce in goods) from 

Indefinite 
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EFTA countries 
3.Thailand  Services mentioned in the 

US-Thailand Treaty of Amity and 
Economic Relations 

USA National treatment to U.S. citizens to 
provide the services mentioned in the 
Treaty 

10 years 

4.USA Maritime transport Countries that prohibit long 
shore work by crew 
members aboard U.S. vessels

Restrictions on performance of long 
shore work when making U.S. ports 
calls by crews of foreign vessels 
owned or flagged in countries that 
similarly restrict U.S. crews on U.S. 
flag vessels 

Indefinite 

資料來源：WTO Secretariat , GUIDE TO THE GATS, pp 647-650(2001) 


