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Chapter Five 
Conclusion 

 

Angels is a play that concerns the significance of progress, redemption and 

restructuring for the human race at the end of the 20th century. According to 

Kushner’s interpretation, however, progress and restructuring are both the 

indispensable parts of the project of redemption of mankind. Adapting Benjamin’s 

philosophy of redemption, Kushner demonstrates in Angels the procedure of 

redemption in the journeys of the characters. As previously illustrated in Chapters 

Two to Four, the characters in Angels acquire their redemption through 

recognizing their inner progresses. Furthermore, the redemption of the characters 

also relies on their identification of their roles as the agents of the messianic power. 

With their messianic power, the characters in Angels can redeem themselves and 

thus reform the world they live in. In brief, the redemption in Angels is anticipated 

in the characters’ heralding and creating of the new world. Their active 

participation makes them the “angels” of the new world.  

The completion of redemption: heralding the new world 

The completion of redemption is a future project in Angels. In recognizing 

their inner journeys, the characters experience their inner progresses. Their 

respective progresses lead Prior, Harper, Louis, Belize, and Hannah to awaken 

their messianic power and discover their messianic visions. When Prior and 

Harper see the image of Joe and Louis in the diorama room of the Mormon 

Visitor’s Center, for example, they have perceived their messianic visions that 

remind them of what really matters to their lives. With the messianic visions in 

their minds, the characters in Angels reconfirm their faith in a better prospect of 

the future as revealed in the messianic visions. Their visions, however, are only 
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parts of the prospect of a messianic world. Thus, Kushner proposes that these 

visions should be restructured in order to compose a reformed new world. The 

concept is manifested in the Epilogue, when Prior starts to tell the story of the 

angel Bethesda and Louis, Belize, and Hannah join him by contributing their 

respective visions of the angel. By doing so, they gather together a messianic 

prospect of the reformed world. This gathered messianic prospect gives them hope 

of redemption in the new Millennium. In Angels, the completion of redemption is 

promised by the characters’ reassurance of their hope in the future. This hope is 

attained through the acknowledgement of their inner progresses and their ability to 

reform the world.  

Kushner regards progress as a means to attain the redemption of the human 

kind. By means of their persistence of progress, the characters in Angels keep the 

journeys within them alive. Their inner journeys mark the traces that lead to their 

changes and acquisition of self-awareness. Prior, for example, finds his 

self-awareness through a series of incidents including the visit of his ancestors and 

the Angel, his visit to the Mormon Visitor’s center, Hannah’s assistance, and his 

argument for his own belief in Heaven. These changes comprise Prior’s inner 

journey and promote his Benjaminian progress in Angels. Other characters, except 

Joe and Roy, have different experiences in the play, but like Prior they also get 

their own progresses through their inner journeys. 

Through their acquisition of inner progresses, the characters recognize their 

messianic powers that are hidden within themselves. The messianic power enables 

the characters in Angels to see the possibilities of changing their present situation. 

In scene ii, Act III of Perestroika, for example, when Harper encounters the 

historical images in the diorama room of the Visitor’s Center. She sees the desert 

and mountains of the previous century which make her think maybe she should 
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look for the answer to her distressed life in the wisdom of her ancestors. Thus, 

Harper revives her messianic powers, which brings her the vision of her ideal 

world. Harper’s experience in Angels exemplifies the characters’ redemption in 

the acquisition of messianic visions.  

For Kushner, however, the characters have diverse messianic visions that 

can reveal a collective messianic prospect only through the process of 

restructuring. Concerning the condition of modern society, Kushner recognizes 

that people have different ideas of the messianic world. Thus, he proposes the 

concept of restructuring as the process through which the diverse messianic 

visions can be incorporated and consequently reveal a messianic world in Angels. 

In Prior’s description of the angel Bethesda, he illustrates the messianic vision of 

the redeemed world the statue of the angel elicits. He states:  

          PRIOR. This angel. She’s my favorite angel.  

                    I like them best when they are statuary. They 

commemorate death but they suggest a world without dying. 

They are made of the heaviest things on earth, stone and iron, 

they weigh tons but they’re winged, they are engines and 

instruments of flight. (Perestroika 147)  

In addition to portraying his own messianic vision, Prior also welcomes other 

characters in the Epilogue to join his vision and assemble a collective prospect of 

redemption. Consequently, Louis tells the historical origin of the angel Bethesda, 

and Belize relates to the healing nature of the fountain of Bethesda (Perestroika 

147). Finally, Hannah concludes the gathered visions with her statement that 

“[when] the Millennium comes … […] The fountain of Bethesda will flow again. 

And I told him I would personally take him there to bathe. We will all bathe 

ourselves clean” (147). In order to reveal a complete prospect of the messianic 
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world, the characters in the Epilogue need to gather their visions. Finally, the 

complete messianic prospect is represented in the interconnection of their visions 

of an ideal world.   

     In Angels, the struggles of the characters are actually their journeys to attain 

revolutionary progress, redemptive visions, and hope of reformation. The work of 

redemption begins with the internal change of human agents, develops with the 

awakening of their messianic visions, and actualizes itself in their collective 

messianic prospect. This is how the messianic prospect becomes visible to the 

characters who have awakened their messianic powers in the play. Their 

participation in the process of redemption represents the messianic world within 

their minds.  

The “Angels” in America 

The characters in Angels see their future prospects with their messianic 

powers in the face of the Millennium. With their messianic powers interconnected, 

the characters can change their own situation and help each other to do so. 

Hannah’s helping Prior, and Louis’s helping Belize in the play are both examples 

of those who offer their own powers to help others in awakening their messianic 

visions and actualizing their collective messianic prospect. In their cooperation to 

summon the collective messianic prospect, the characters that have got their 

messianic visions have begun their work to transform the old world into a new one. 

In gathering their messianic powers, the characters in Angels become messengers 

who herald and create a new world. 

The powers of individuals are the indispensable parts to the work of 

redemption. It is the collection of the messianic powers of human beings that 

make the work of redemption possible. Seeing the coming reformation of the 

world in their messianic visions, the characters in Angels contribute their own 
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power to helping realize this prospect of hope. Therefore, considering their 

contribution, those who have contributed their own messianic visions for the 

restructuring of the world become the “angels” mentioned in the title of the play. 

As the title of Angels implies, there are more than one angel in America because it 

requires a gathering of forces to perceive and realize the prospect of the messianic 

world.  

In fact, the characters are heralds and also creators of the new world. By 

gathering their messianic powers, characters like Prior, Belize, and Hannah 

perceive the collective messianic prospect and thus redeem themselves. Namely, 

the characters become the Messiah themselves. In the process of redeeming the 

world, furthermore, they actually create a new world out of the old one. They 

renew the old world with their messianic prospect which they materialize by their 

gathering. In the gathering of redeemed people, the world itself is redeemed 

because the humanity is redeemed. Hence, in awakening their messianic powers 

within themselves, the characters in Angels become the heralds and creators of the 

new world.  

     The messianic world is expected by the characters in Angels. However, it is 

their efforts that make the world become real. In searching for their hope for the 

future, the characters embody their own visions of redemption. Their struggles in 

Angels, described as their progress, redemption, and reformation in this thesis, are 

also processes that mark the changes within themselves. After experiencing these 

processes, the characters become heralds and builders of the new world. At the 

same time, they have regained their hope toward the future for they have realized 

that they are the redeemers of themselves. 

 


