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Abstract 

This dissertation aims to discuss Milton in the context of seventeenth-century 

English millenarianism. The writer examines the development of Milton’s millenarian 

ideas through a theological lens. Millenarianism was condemned heretical in the 

sixteenth century, but it arose at the beginning of the seventeenth century and reached 

its zenith during the English Revolution. At first, Milton did not believe in the 

realization of an earthly millennial kingdom. In his early short poems written before 

1640, we only find his hope for a kingdom of heaven after the end of the world. 

However, with the outbreak of the Civil War, Milton was influenced by the then 

widespread millenarianism, and in his anti-prelatical tracts he expected the imminent 

coming of Christ to inaugurate an earthly kingdom of God. But his fervency for 

millenarianism was soon quenched, and was not rekindled until the defeat of Charles I 

in 1649. In his regicide tracts, he urged the imminence of Christ’s Advent to usher in a 

terrestrial fifth monarchy. Yet his total blindness in 1652 gave him a deeper “insight” 

into the value of patience, causing him to readjust his attitude toward millenarianism. 

After two wrong guesses, Milton finally came to realize in terms of experience that 

the Day of the Lord was unpredictable, and that all he could do was to wait patiently 

for God’s time. But he still maintained his belief in the realization of an earthly 

kingdom of God. On the eve of the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, Milton for the 

last time uttered his millenarian hope. He wished the English Commonwealth would 

last until the arrival of God’s millennial kingdom. Only this time he did not urge its 

imminence. Millenarianism was absent in Milton’s two epics—Paradise Lost and 

Paradise Regained. In them the old bard seemed to resume his earlier stance: 

anticipating a heavenly kingdom of God. But he also emphasized the importance of 

enjoying a paradise within heart—that is, the kingdom of God has already arrived, 

and it is not an external, physical monarchy, but an inward, spiritual realm. 


