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Chapter Five 

Conclusion 

 

Women are conditioned, let me repeat it, 

not only by the education which they 

receive directly from their parents and 

teachers, but also by what they read, by the 

myths communicated to them through the 

books they read— including those written 

by women— they are conditioned by the 

traditional image of women, and to break 

from this mould is something which they 

find very difficult indeed. 

(Simon de Beauvoir, 29)1 

 

     It remains doubtful that women’s situation in present days is better than what de 

Beauvoir described almost four decades ago since we cannot definitely say that 

                                                 
1 The extract is from de Beauvoir’s lecture delivered in Japan in 1966. See also de Beauvoir, “Women 
and Creativity,” in French Feminist Thought: A Reader., ed. Toril Moi., trans. Roisin Mallaghan 
(Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1987), 18-32. 
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modern women dare to have more demands and ambitions towards themselves or the 

world, or taking the responsibility for a better world just as de Beauvoir expected in 

her lecture delivered in Japan in the last century.  Actually, it seems that some of 

women are still going through a struggle of women’s double role,2 and some of them 

are conditioned not only by the myth of femininity (the feminine ideal) but also by the 

circumstances.  Fashion and entertainment industries in particular dictate to them 

how they should live by means of mass media.3  Similar examples will spring to 

mind: keeping fit and looking good become the fundamental principles of everyday 

life.4  Those women are not expected by the society to assume the heavy 

responsibility for improving the world where men are deeply involved in social and 

political activities, nor do they demand themselves to such a serious task.  Similarly, 

the correspondent demands freedom just for one night.  Can she demand more and 

expect more?  The answer is definitely positive since the opportunities of women de 

Beauvoir fights for have increased over the past thirty years.  It is without question 

that women compete with men almost in every field of human activities.  Yet, a 

majority of women are still either bound by the surrounding circumstances— a 

struggle between personal achievements and the motherhood or a prejudice against 

women’s competence— or conditioned by modern myth of ideologies (such as 

becoming the sexually suggestive images).  They deny taking any responsibilities, 
                                                 
2 According to de Beauvoir, a woman who works also desires a happy conjugal life and a sweet home 
where she can rely. Yet, sometimes she is forced to choose between her creativity (personal 
achievements) and the motherhood. 
3 Such media are radio, TV, newspapers, movies, magazines, or best-selling books. 
4 Dorothy Smith regards, for women, looking good as a condition of membership in the 
heterosexuality society in her elaboration of the discourse of femininity.  She argues, “Being desirable, 
being attractive, arises as the textual norms of the discourse of femininity provide standardized ideals 
of what is desirable and hence evaluate a woman’s success in achieving desirability on her own body” 
(194). See also Smith, “Femininity as Discourse,” in Texts, Facts and Femininity: Exploring the 
Relations of Ruling (London: Routledge, 1990), 159-208. 
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but abuse the freedom to have a promiscuous relationship.  The married woman in 

The PowerBook sets a good example.  When true love comes, she fails to face it, 

instead getting rid of possible harsh consequences or duties.  In sum, the married 

woman is sexually attractive, but not a sexual subject.  The point is that a person, 

conditioned by a series of external social considerations, will never have the supreme 

sense of freedom.  I have discussed the married woman’s failure at the end of the 

love affair resulting from the force of dominant ideologies.  The significance of the 

word freedom has also been provided.  The main concern of this thesis lies primarily 

in women’s subjectivity, an issue that is closely tied up with the sense of freedom.  

Being an independent agent means that a person, free from any discursive constraints, 

takes the responsibility of his/her every step, and thereby secures solidly his/her 

selfhood/subjectivity.  Over the past one hundred years, women have been endowed 

with many legal rights such as rights for education, occupation, election, heritage and 

a love marriage through a series of movements for women rights.  Women are able 

not only to achieve “a room of their own” but also to have more opportunities than 

before.  It is time for them to demand great achievements as well as to expect higher 

ambitions.  When the boundary lines are undermined and identity is irrelevant in the 

age of the Internet, each woman might have more confidence in themselves, 

demanding freedom not just for one night, but for a longer period of time or even for 

ever! 


