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Abstract 

 

The modern fairy tale, The Magic Toyshop, copes with the issue of what is 

repressed and muffled under the social and patriarchal restraints through the growing 

process of a person, especially the oedipal stage. The modern fairy tale writer presents 

a disillusioned picture of reality, so as to provide the reader with the real conditions of 

deficiency and alienation in society and unsettle the reader. Through the reading 

process of the uncanny, the reader recognizes what has been repressed in his 

unconsciousness, and thus realizes the imperfectness of the society. In the structure of 

the fairy tale, the most important element is the fantastic which endeavors to reveal 

the reality of alienation and to subvert the rules of rationality. The fantastic is built on 

the real in order to gain the belief of the reader; however, it then develops to the realm 

of the unreal in order to blur the boundary between the real and the unreal. By 

upsetting the reader’s conception, the fantastic creates a breach in everyday reality 

and undermines authoritarian rules. The ultimate efforts of the fairy tale and the 

fantastic are made for the quest for a real homecoming. 

The first chapter introduces the genre of the fairy tale and its high relevance to 

the fantastic. The second chapter focuses on the theory of the fairy tale and its 

significance in revealing what is underneath the structure, desire and lack. The reader 

is unsettled by recognizing his / her own oedipal experience and the alienated reality. 

The element of the fantastic questions the everyday rules of the social order and 

disturbs the reader’s perception. The third chapter is the textual analysis of the fairy 

tale structure and its uncanny effect on the reader as reflected in Carter’s The Magic 

Toyshop. The fourth chapter is the analysis of the subversive function of the fantastic 

in Carter’s novel. The boundary-blurring and breach-making process opens a 
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possibility for what is repressed and oppressed. The final chapter concludes that the 

fairy tale and the element of the fantastic subvert the authoritative society of 

patriarchy. 

 


