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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background and Motivation 

“English fever” seems to have become a common phenomenon around the world, 

especially in the EFL (English as a foreign language) countries. Due to the lack of a 

real context for students to use English meaningfully, many EFL countries in Asia 

start to “import” the so-called NESTs (native English speaking teachers) to their 

countries by designing different programs such as the JET (Japan Exchange and 

Teaching) program in Japan, the EPIK (English Program in Korea) program in Korea, 

and the NET (Native-speaking English Teacher) Scheme in Hong Kong. As to the JET 

program in Japan, there have been 6100 foreign teachers who have participated in this 

program since 1987 (Liu, 2004). Moreover, more than 1955 foreign teachers have also 

participated in the EPIK program in South Korea until 2004 (Liu, 2004). To follow 

this trend, Taiwanese government also launched a program called “Improve English 

Teaching Cooperation Program” in 2003. According to this program, elementary and 

secondary schools can hire foreign teachers from the United States, Canada, United 

Kingdom and Australia. Those teachers were sent to the elementary schools and 

junior high schools to help English teaching, especially in conversation classes. 

However, NESTs seldom teach in senior high schools and these schools in which the 
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NESTs teach are mostly private senior high schools. In fact, the authorities in Taiwan 

have already started to do survey on the appropriateness of recruiting NESTs to senior 

high schools, but it remains a controversy currently1 because of a discrepancy in the 

opinions of different parties.  

1.2 Significance of the study 

 Although the importance of teachers’ beliefs has been identified by more 

and more researchers in recent years (Nespor, 1986; Johnson, 1999), few studies can 

be found on exploring NESTs’ teaching beliefs (Inoi, 1999 & Wang, 2007). Moreover, 

almost no research can be found on incorporating the pressure of examination as a 

factor which might influence teaching beliefs of an NEST. This research will then 

probe into the teaching beliefs of an NEST in a college-bond senior high school and, 

moreover, her opinions and suggestions about English learning in Taiwan in this study. 

Thus, the researcher hopes to offer some suggestions for those who concern about this 

issue by conducting this study. 

1.3 Research Questions 

1. How does the NEST adapt to the English teaching environment in Taiwan? 

2. How is the NEST’s teaching shaped by her beliefs? 

3. How does the high school English education in Taiwan affect the NEST’s teaching 

                                                 
1 Taipei City Advisory Committee for Teaching English at Senior High Schools held a seminar 

discussing the practicability of recruiting NESTs in October 30th in 2006. 
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beliefs? 

 


