
 

 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 

This thesis attempts to provide an analysis of the syntactic variations and 

semantic features of da2 (打) ‘to hit’ constructions in Hakka by scrutinizing written 

and oral data simultaneously. Emphasizing on the relationship between forms and 

semantic or discourse functions, constructionist approaches, in the stream of thought 

of Goldberg & Jackendoff (2004), Goldberg (2006), among others, propose the 

constructional view in an overall vision of grammar. The most pervasive patterns are 

generally the most prototypical ones due to not only simplicity but also regularity. 

However, with different discourse or pragmatic requirements, many idiosyncratic 

patterns may occur. These patterns, extended from the prototypical ones, share certain 

kinds of characteristics. Thus, both general and particular patterns have to be dealt 

with and accounted for with a comprehensive study. In the following part, the 

summary of this thesis will be proposed in section 5.1 with some future study issues 

laid in section 5.2. 
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5.1 Summary 

Based on the constructional approach proposed by Goldberg (1995, 2006), the 

properties of argument realization and transitivity in Hakka da2 (打 ) ‘to hit’ 

constructions are examined in detail. The combinability of the verb da2 (打) into 

[VN], [VC], and [VAV] constructions are explored. Various senses of the post-verbal 

elements can be observed. For instance, the [N] element can be a patient, a theme, a 

result/product, a location/order, a manner, or an instrument. The concept of degree of 

affectedness with the idea of energy flow claimed by Voorst (1996) further enriches 

the analysis. In the [VC] constructions, the result, the manner, or the path can be 

profiled by the complement. The integration of the constituent elements of the 

idiosyncratic [VAV] structures is intriguing as well. In addition to adverbs, some 

nouns can also play the role of adverbial elements in the structures. What needs to be 

notified is that the verbal property of the verb da2 (打) ‘to hit’ is substituted for the 

other verb. The productivity and variety in phrasal structures are abundant.

In sentential constructions, three main structures: causative constructions, 

inchoative constructions, and unaccusative constructions are investigated. In causative 

constructions, the causative meanings can be conveyed by several markers such as 

LAU (扌老), BUN (分), TUNG (同), or ZIONG (將). On the other hand, the causative 

meanings are exhibited by the constructions themselves. The internal structures of 
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these instances without causative markers therefore are complicated. Two subevents 

may occur within one single sentence. In addition, the phenomenon of causative and 

inchoative alternations is pervasive in Hakka. The resultative structures of both two 

constructions further denote the final state modified by the complement. Aside from 

the two prototypical structures, unaccusative constructions are also included in our 

discussion. 

In daily conversation, some strategies may be utilized for various reasons such 

as simplicity or emphasis. Topicalization or left dislocation is the formation of 

movement which places the new topic sentence-initially with the consideration of 

emphasis. Another way is repetition of the emphatic entity. The second identical one 

may be replaced by a corresponding pronoun. While some argument roles may be 

omitted as in the deprofiled object construction, others may play multiple argument 

roles simultaneously. 

Among all, the interface of syntactic and semantic aspects performs 

intriguingly. A number of generalizations follow from the semantics of the 

constructions. Though some idiosyncrasies exist in da2 constructions in Hakka, it is 

unsuitable to regard them as different individuals since they share some properties in 

common with different degrees. In this study, the concept of a family of constructions 

is applied to deal with da2 constructions in Hakka with the exploration of argument 
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realization, transitivity, and constructions. 

 

5.2 Issues for future research 

This thesis tries to offer all possible prototypical and idiosyncratic 

constructions by scrutinizing the collected data of Hakka da2 in phrasal, sentential, 

and discourse aspects. However, several issues remain unexplored. First of all, while 

the examination of the phrasal constructions and the three sentential constructions: 

causative constructions, inchoative constructions, and unaccusative constructions are 

with detailed discussion, the investigation on the constructional variation in discourse 

use is not thorough enough due to the limitation of data collection. Second, some 

idiosyncratic examples are thorny to be handled. The internal structure of da2 lon2 

tui7 (打卵退) ‘to move backward’ is opaque. What the grammatical and semantic 

functions the word lon2 (卵) ‘egg’ plays are difficult to analyze. Furthermore, da2 

possesses various senses in different constructions. The polysemous status of the verb 

needs to be further investigated. In some cases, the performance of argument 

assignment is also intricate. For example, the sentence ngai5 lai7 er5 da2 bong1 gi5 

(亻厓賴仔打幫他) means ‘He helps my son’; that is, the true agent is moved to the 

object position while the subject position is occupied by the patient. In addition to its 

verbal meaning, da2 in Hakka can be regarded as a preposition or a conjunction such 
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as da2 si1 pien2 loi5 (打西片來) ‘come from the west’ and doi1 da2 doi1 (堆打堆) 

‘pile and pile’, which are not included in our discussion. Last, with regard to the 

theoretical framework, this paper adopts Construction Grammar to deal with da2 

constructions. Like Construction Grammar, Lexical Functional Grammar (LFG) is a 

monostratal framework as well. Bresnan (1996) proposes three main distinct 

structures of this non-derivational generative grammar: the argument structure, the 

functional structure, and the constituent structure. Following Her (2007: 227), who 

applies LFG to deal with the linguistic phenomena in Mandarin Chinese, the 

framework can be exemplified below: 

 
lexical semantics     (e.g., hit <hitter hittee>) 

          ↓ 
a-structure        (e.g., hit <x y> (x=agent, y=theme)) 

          ↓ 
syntactic structure     (e.g., hit <(↑SUBJ)(↑OBJ)>) 
 

With LFG, the analysis of da2 constructions can then be analyzed from 

another facet in which each of these dimensions deal with different phases. However, 

due to the limitation of this thesis, issues related to this research will remain to be 

explored in the future study. In sum, since language patterns are productive, the data 

collected here may not be abundant enough. More data need to be examined such that 

comprehensive linguistic patterns in Hakka can then be preserved and scrutinized. 

 


