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Chapter 6 
Conclusion 

 

The summary of this study is presented in section 6.1.The limitations of this study and 

few suggestions for further research are given in section 6.2. 

6.1 Summary 

 This thesis aims to explore (1) children’s application of request reformulation 

strategies, (2) the patterns of request reformulation sequences in mother-child 

interaction and (3) interrelation between the use of reformulation strategies and the 

development of perspective-taking ability. The results revealed that children could 

apply a great variety of reformulation strategies with the increase of age. It implied 

that they develop the sophisticated communicative skills to reformulate unsuccessful 

reuest. Concerning each reformulation strategy, the results indicated that both children 

are inclined to use aggravation and speaker-oriented explanations to remedy 

unsuccessful request. The reliance on the two strategies suggests that they put 

emphasis on their desires and advantages when reformulating a failed request. 

Additionally, the results showed a developmental change in the use of bargain and 

mitigation. The increase on the application of the two strategies indicated that children 

develop the ability to pay attention to hearers’ costs and benefits. Furthermore, 

sequences of request reformulation show that the types of an original request and the 

types of mothers’ non-compliance response may govern children’s selection of 
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reformulation strategies. Mothers’ negative responses indicated that children 

encountered different causes of the failure to achieve the goal. 3-year-old H is 

frequently confronted with the difficulty in transmitting his request and thus he is 

inclined to apply aggravation and clarification to overcome the obstacles. On the other 

side, 6-year-old J faced his mother’s reasons for rejection and queries about the 

request and subsequently he tended to use aggravation and explanations to persuade 

his mother. In turn, through overcoming the complicated challenges, children’s 

communicative skills would be polished. The results suggest that the difficulty in 

obtaining compliance would become more complicated as they become older. Finally, 

our findings suggest that children’s arrangement of reformulation strategies revealed 

the development of perspective-taking ability. 3-year-old H is less able to view his 

request from others’ perspectives while 6-year-old J showed the ability to view the 

request from others’ views and to be aware of the hearer’s benefits. In short, the 

findings mirror their increasing ability to decenter their viewpoints, and thus they 

become more sensitive to others’ viewpoints on their request and they are able to take 

others’ standpoints and wishes into account. Based on our findings, we suggest that 

children’s use of reformulation and their development of perspective-taking ability 

mutually influence each other. Making a successful reformulation requires children to 

learn how to make inference about other’s attitude and viewpoints on their request; 
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therefore, it provides children chances to try to understand other’s different point of 

view and to react to their negative responses appropriately. In sum, children’s request 

reformulation would facilitate their growth of perspective-taking ability. With the 

increasing mature ability to take interlocutor’s perspectives, children could use more 

sophisticated communicative skills to obtain the compliance and to create the 

reciprocally beneficial relation in the interaction.  

6.2 Limitations of this study 

 Although this thesis shed some light on children’s use of request reformulation 

strategies, there are some limitations in this present study. First, the subjects of this 

study were limited and thus the findings may reveal a limited extent of the children 

and their mothers’ patterns of request reformulation. In addition, this study aims to 

explore the developmental change in their use of reformulation strategies. Therefore, 

it is believed that a more complete picture of children’s request reformulation could be 

achieved if a larger amount of data is analyzed both cross-sectionally and 

longitudinally. Moreover, H is the first-born child while J is the second-born child; as 

a result, the two children’s individual difference may affect their ways to interact with 

parents. Furthermore, in our study, the activity types of the two subjects are quite 

different, and thus it is hard to compare the children’s use of reformulation strategies 

in the same context. However, studies on children’s request showed that interactional 
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factors also governed the use of request. Like request, contextual factors may have 

influence on the selection of reformulation strategies; therefore, studies regarding 

contextual factors are suggested to be conducted in the future study. Finally, this study 

focusing on two male children did not investigate the effect of gender difference. 

However, as many previous studies pointed out, gender difference plays an important 

role in children’s request. Therefore, the investigation of gender factor may give more 

insight into children’s request reformulation from social linguistic perspective.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


