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Abstract 

 
     The implementation of Guoyu Policy in Taiwan has caused the minority groups, 
(in particular, the Indigenous peoples) a serious language shift, shifting from their 
mother tongues to Guoyu, the national language.  To remedy the problem, "Mother 
Tongue Education" has been implemented since 1996.  Unfortunately, there has 
never been any official evaluation on this policy.  For this reason, this thesis aims at 
providing a preliminary evaluation of it through an investigation of the Bunun's 
proficiency in their mother tongue, their use of it, their attitudes toward their mother 
tongue and the policy.  
     The research methods applied in conducting this study include both quantitative 
and qualitative analysis.  For the former, 279 questionnaires (out of 300) were 
collected and analyzed, with a focus on sociolinguistic differences based on age and 
education level.  For the latter, 36 informants (including school administrators, 
mother tongue teachers, students, and their parents) from 15 Bunun primary schools 
were interviewed.   
     The results of statistic tests indicate that the Bunun's proficiency in their mother 
tongue and the frequency of using it decline with decrease of their age and increase of 
their education level.  Among the various social groups, only subjects of higher 
education level show a positive attitude more favorable to Guoyu than to Bunun; 
while the other groups give equal ranking to both of the two languages. Moreover, the 
Bunun subjects, as a whole, consider Guoyu being more instrumental than Bunun; 
however, it is Bunun that receive higher score for integrative motivation, which 
indicates that Bunun still plays a symbolic function to the Bunun people.  As to their 
attitudes toward the policy of mother tongue education, generally all the subjects 
show their support to it, although they point out, at the same time, that the policy 
should be modified on several aspects, such as problems related to the length of 
teaching hour and the sources of qualified mother tongue teachers.  Most of the 
findings derived from quantitative analysis are confirmed by the subjects of the 
interviews.  
     The general conclusion of this thesis is that the Bunun are experiencing a 
language shift from their mother tongue to Guoyu.  It is suggested that the 
government and the institutions concerned should locate effective measures to meet 
the imperative needs in saving the mother tongues of the minority groups.  
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