
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This thesis investigates the Yangping, Yinping and Yinqu Tone Sandhi Rules 

(YATSR, YITSR, YQTSR) in Dongshi Hakka from the perspective of the interface 

between syntax and phonology.  A corpus of Dongshi Hakka Tone Sandhi (DHTS) is 

built to observe the tone sandhi rule (TSR) behavior1.  The tasks of this research are: 

1) to observe the predominant tonal patterns2 of the TSRs, 2) to see how the XP 

boundary affects tone sandhi (TS), and 3) to see how TSRs are conditioned by the 

foot domain. 

Although many studies have dealt with TS in Mandarin and South Min, there 

have been few researches done on the Dongshi Hakka dialect.  Although Chiang 

(1998, 2002) investigated DHTS in trisyllabic structures and reduplicated words, and 

Hsu (2005) studied it in trisyllabic structures, only a few studies are focused on the 

theoretical phonological point of view of DHTS.  In addition, the previous studies 

investigated DHTS only on a basis of some examples and short phrases and sentences, 

while the present paper investigates it on a larger number of data and in longer

                                                 
1 The corpus is sponsored by and constructed under Prof. Yuchau E. Hsiao’s National Science Council 
reseach project: “An Optimality Theory to Tone Sandhi in Dapu Hakka.”  No. 94-2411-H-004-032.  I 
would like to thank Prof. Yuchau E. Hsiao for letting me use the corpus to develop the thesis. 
2 The research focuses on the main TS domain for the majority of the data, rather than that of the 
minority in the corpus. 
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sentences—ten-syllable structures. 

 This paper comprises seven chapters.  Chapter one introduces the purpose and 

the main focus of the research.  Chapter two presents the theoretical background and 

the tone system of Dongshi Hakka.  Chapter three deals with the corpus.  Chapter 

four discusses the predominant tonal patterns of YATSR in the corpus and how 

syntactic and prosodic structures affect it.  The same investigation is done for YITSR 

in Chapter five and YQTSR in Chapter six respectively.  Finally, Chapter seven is 

the conclusions of this present study. 

 

 


