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CHAPTER 6 
 

CONCLUSION 

 

We have collected a number of authentic speeches of TM as the base of study, 

and with the help of corpus, we give a more precise observation on the influence of 

Taiwanese on Mandarin. The Optimality Theory (OT) approach is applied in the 

thesis for the analysis of the phonological behaviors in TM: the postnuclear glide 

deletion (monophthongization), the prenuclear glide preservation, and the 

reconfiguration of /f/. Relevant constraints and constraint rankings are proposed in the 

study.  

 

(1) Deletion of the postnuclear glides 

IDENT-V(F), OCP >> 
IDENT-C(F) >> 
MAX-S  

 

In order to account for the predominant postnuclear glide deleting tendency in 

TM, we have proposed the hierarchy in (1). In this hierarchy, the ranking OCP >> 

IDENT-C(F) inherits the partial ordering of the Taiwanese hierarchy. 
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(2) Preservation of the prenuclear glides 

MAX-S(ONS), IDENT-V(F) >> 
IDENT-C(F) >> 
MAX-S >> 
OCP  

 

To explain the predominant prenuclear preserving tendency in TM, the hierarchy 

in (2) is proposed. In this hierarchy, the ranking IDENT-C(F) >> OCP inherits the 

partial ordering of the Mandarin hierarchy. 

 

(3) /f/-reconfiguration in the BG 

MAX-S(ONS), IDENT-V(F), OCP, *[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] >> 
IDENT-C(F) >> 
MAX-S  

 

As for the BG’s predominant /f/ reconfigurating tendency, we add the constraint 

*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] to the hierarchy in (3). *[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] 

ranks at the highest level to prevent the surfacing of /f/. The ranking 

*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons], OCP >> IDENT-C(F) inherits the partial ordering of the 

Taiwanese hierarchy. 
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(4) /f/-preservation in the AG 

MAX-S(ONS), IDENT-V(F) >> 
IDENT-C(F) >> 
MAX-S >> 
*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons], OCP  

 

The hierarchy in (4) accounts for the AG’s predominant /f/-preserving tendency. 

*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] ranks the lowest in order to retain /f/. The ranking 

IDENT-C(F) >> *[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons], OCP inherits the partial ordering of the 

Mandarin hierarchy.  

The partial ranking relationships between Taiwanese, Mandarin, and TM are 

illustrated in (5). 
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(5) 

 
 
 Taiwanese Mandarin 
 OCP,*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] >>  IDENT-C(F) >> 
 IDENT-C(F)  OCP,*[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] 

 
 
 
  TM 
 
 
 postnuclear glides         prenuclear glides 
 BG  AG 
 OCP, *[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] >>    IDENT-C(F) >> 
 IDENT-C(F)  OCP, *[+lab]&*[+cont]&*[+cons] 

 
 

 

To conclude this thesis, with the establishment of TM corpus, we have observed 

the phonological processes in two ways: the speakers may show a clear Taiwanese 

accent and reflect the partially ordered ranking of Taiwanese, or the speakers may 

show no obvious Taiwanese accent and reflect the partially ordered ranking of 

Mandarin. 

As Morris (1998) indicates, the present analysis of Taiwanese accent of 

Mandarin has adopted the partially ordered ranking model, and the TM is the dialectal 

variation which reflects the subgrammars of Taiwanese and Mandarin. In our analysis, 

TM presents the characteristics of the partially ordered ranking. 
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In addition to monophthongization and fricative reconfiguration, there are some 

phonological phenomenon in the Taiwanese accent of Mandarin that can be further 

studied, such as // unrounding (Wu and Hsiao 2005), de-retroflexion (Wu 2004), etc. 

It would be interesting to investigate if they also reflect partial ordering of the 

constraints in Taiwanese and Mandarin. 


