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Dear English teachers, 
    Thank you so much for allocating time to fill out this questionnaire. The purpose of this 
survey is to investigate the significance of the factors influencing the English curriculum 
continuity and of the coping strategies so as to propose feasible solutions to the continuity 
problem. The data obtained from the survey is for educational and research purposes only. 
    The questionnaire is composed of four sections. Please read the instructions carefully 
before answering the questions. 
    I would be most grateful if you could complete this survey within three days, and then 
return it to the distributor. I truly appreciate your cooperation.   
 

Department of English Education, National Chengchi University 
                                        November, 2007 

APPENDIX A 

Questionnaire on the Strategies for Connecting the English Curricula 

of Elementary and Junior High Schools in Taipei City 

Supervisor: Dr. Ming-chung Yu 

Designer: Chiu-hung Chen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section One  

Significance of the Factors Influencing the English Curriculum Continuity 

The following 16 questions are made up by comparing two items to evaluate the 

significance of each element affecting the English curriculum continuity. Thank you 

for your patience. (A sample question is provided.) 

Topic: What is the relative significance of the two factors being compared in each 

question in terms of improving the continuity of English curricula between 

elementary and junior high schools? 

(Instruction: Please check one box by comparing the importance of item A and B in 
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each question. Checking the boxes on the left means the left item is more important, and 

vice versa. Each item will be compared twice.)  

  

E
xtrem

e Im
portance  

V
ery Strong Im

portance 

Strong Im
portance  

M
oderate Im

portance  

E
qual Im

portance  

M
oderate Im

portance 

Strong Im
portance  

V
ery Strong Im

portance 

E
xtrem

e Im
portance  

 

  Item(A ) 5 4 3 2 1 2 3 4 5 Item(B) 

exam
ple 

(A)continuity of teaching 

approaches 
  V       (B) continuity of assessments 

1 
(A) continuity of written 

curriculum 

         (B) continuity of operational 

curriculum (referring to 

teaching practices such as 

teaching approaches, 

assessments and etc.) 

2 
(A) continuity of written 

curriculum 

         
(B) continuity of learning 

experience 

3 
(A) continuity of operational 

curriculum 

         (B) continuity of learning 

experience 

4 

(A) continuity of the English 

curriculum guidelines between 

elementary and junior high 

schools 

         
(B) continuity of English 

textbooks (referring to 

textbook series or contents) 

5 
(A) continuity of English 

textbooks 

         
(B) editing the supplementary 

materials for connecting 

English curricula   

6 
(A) continuity of the English 

curriculum guidelines 

         (B) editing the supplementary 

materials for connecting 

English curricula   
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7 
(A) training on promoting 

English curriculum continuity 

         (B) modifying the task types of 

the Basic Competence Test for 

junior high schools, such as 

including listening 

comprehension and oral tests  

8 
(A) training on promoting 

English curriculum continuity 

         (B) increasing English classes 

in elementary schools 

9 
(A) continuity of teaching 

approaches 

         
(B) continuity of assessments 

10 
(A) continuity of teaching 

approaches 

         (B) providing remedial 

instruction 

11 (A) continuity of assessments 

         (B) modifying the task types of 

the Basic Competence Test for 

junior high schools, such as 

including listening 

comprehension and oral tests  

12 
(A) providing remedial 

instruction 

         (B) continuity of the proportion 

of activity types in terms of the 

four skills 

13 
(A) continuity of the proportion 

of activity types in terms of the 

four skills 

         
(B) increasing English classes 

in elementary schools 

14 

(A) understanding English 

teaching approaches and 

assessments employed in 

elementary schools  

         (B) precisely evaluating the 

seventh graders’ English 

competence 

 

15 

(A) precisely evaluating the 

seventh graders’ English 

competence 

         (B) realizing the seventh 

graders’ English learning 

background  

16 

(A) understanding English 

teaching approaches and 

assessments employed in 

elementary schools  

         
(B) realizing the seventh 

graders’ English learning 

background 
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Section Two 

Evaluation of the Strategies for Promoting the English Curriculum Continuity 

How important are the strategies (labeled as 1, 2, 3…) to achieve each objective 

(marked as A, B, C…) of the English curriculum continuity between elementary and 

junior high schools? Please check one box. 
  

A. 
Promoting the continuity of English 
curriculum guidelines 

Very Im
portant 

Im
portant 

N
orm

al 

U
nim

portant 

Very U
nim

portant 

EX. Publishing the English curriculum guidelines for 
junior high schools in Taipei City in which 
curriculum goals, learning contents, teaching 
approaches and assessments are regulated 

  

1. Publishing the English curriculum guidelines for 
junior high schools in Taipei City in which 
curriculum goals, learning contents, teaching 
approaches and assessments are regulated 

  

2. Holding seminars to explain the spirit, contents 
and application of the English curriculum 
guidelines with comparison of its differences 
between elementary and junior high schools 

  

    *Other recommendations：                    
                                              

     

B. 
Enhancing the consistency of English 
textbooks 

  
 

  

3. Strengthening the review of textbooks to ensure 
that each text conforms to the English 
curriculum guidelines with consistency in its 
contents for elementary and junior high schools 
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4. Adjusting the quantity and degree of difficulty of 
learning contents in English textbooks for junior 
high schools 

     

5. Considering the contents for both elementary 
and junior high schools when selecting English 
textbooks 

     

6. Considering the English textbooks contents used 
by elementary or junior high schools in the same 
area when selecting English textbooks 

     

7. Elementary and junior high schools in the same 
area use the same English textbook series. 

     

    *Other recommendations:                     
                                              

     

C. 
Developing the supplementary materials for 
improving English curriculum continuity 
 

  
 

  

8. The Ministry of Education publishes the 
teaching manual of connecting English curricula 
for English teachers in elementary and junior 
high schools. 

     

9. Inviting the elementary school English teachers 
to participate in editing the materials for 
connecting English curricula for the junior high 
schools in the same area 

     

10. Each publisher edits the materials for connecting 
English curricula between elementary and junior 
high schools on the basis of its textbooks 
contents. 

     

    *Other recommendations:                     
                                              

     

D. 
Sharpening the expertise to connect the 
English curricula   

 
  

11. Elementary and junior high school English 
teachers get familiar with the English curriculum 
guidelines for both two learning stages. 
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12. Holding workshops on curriculum-continuity 
related topics, for example, seminars on the 
English curriculum continuity between 
elementary and junior high schools 

     

13. Combining English teachers’ training system of 
junior high schools with that of elementary 
schools 

     

14. Arranging regular meetings on English 
curriculum continuity for junior high and 
elementary school English teachers to attend in 
order to share their opinions and experience of 
English teaching 

     

    *Other recommendations:                     
                                              

     

E. 
 
Improving the continuity of assessments 
 

  
 

  

15. Elementary and junior high school English 
teachers get familiar with the English curriculum 
guidelines for both two learning stages. 

     

16. Arranging regular meetings on English 
curriculum continuity for junior high and 
elementary school English teachers to attend  

     

17. Gradually increasing the proportion of written 
tests from Grade 5 to 7 

     

18. Modifying the task types and content of the 
Basic Competence Test for junior high schools, 
such as including listening comprehension tests 

     

19. Employing multiple assessments 
 

     

   *Other recommendations:                      
                                              

     

F. 
Reducing the gap of the students’ English 
capabilities  

  
 

  

20. Providing remedial instruction      

21. Cooperative learning (heterogeneous grouping)      
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22. Peer-tutoring (For each low achiever, find a 
more advanced student to assist his or her 
learning.) 

     

23. Increasing English classes in elementary schools      

24. English-ability grouping   

   *Other recommendations:                      
                                              

     

G. 
Assisting junior high school English teachers 
in realizing the teaching approaches and 
assessments employed by elementary schools 

  

 

  

25. Elementary and junior high school English 
teachers get familiar with the English curriculum 
guidelines for both two learning stages. 

     

26. Arranging regular meetings on English 
curriculum continuity for junior high and 
elementary school English teachers to attend  

     

27. Regularly arranging junior high school English 
teachers to observe the English classes of 
elementary schools in the same area 

     

28. Junior high and elementary school English 
teachers in the same area communicate and 
discuss with each other via cross-school 
cooperation. 

     

29. Distributing self-edited questionnaires to or 
interviewing the seventh graders to understand 
their learning experience in elementary schools 

     

    *Other recommendations:                     
                                              

     

H. 
Precisely evaluating the seventh graders’ 
English competence 

  
 

  

30. Junior high school English teachers edit the 
English proficiency test for the seventh graders 
in their schools. 
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31. The Ministry of Education designs the 
standardized English proficiency test for the 
seventh graders according to the English 
curriculum guidelines. 

     

32. Referring to the contents of textbooks adopted 
by elementary schools in the same area 

     

33. Attending the meetings on English curriculum 
continuity between elementary and junior high 
schools in order to realize the English learning 
achievement of the sixth graders  

     

    *Other recommendations:                     
                                              

     

 

Section Three 

 Informative Questions for Improving the English Curriculum Continuity 

The following are multiple-choice questions for collecting the data needed for 

solving the problems of English curriculum continuity. These questions are about your 

own teaching practices; hence, you could just respond based on the facts. Thank you! 

1. Which are the teaching approaches you most frequently adopt?  
sam

ple 

( ) The Grammar-Translation Method (Teach through translation.)  

1. (  ) The Grammar-Translation Method (Teach through translation.) 

2 
(  ) The Audio-Lingual Method (Students learn English through dialogues 

imitation, sentence repetition and substitution, and so on.) 

3. 

(  ) Communicative Approach (Design activities to simulate real situations 

where students practice English to exchange information or making 

choices in order to complete tasks or propose solutions. Students learn 

English mainly via communicative activities.) 

4. 
(  ) Total Physical Response (Students learn English by physically 

responding to the commands.) 

5. 
(  ) The Direct Method (Use only English to conduct teaching with the 

assistance of simulated situations or realia.) 
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6 (  ) Other methods :                                             

 

2. Which are the types of teaching activities you most frequently employ?  

1. (  ) listening activities 

2. (  ) speaking activities 

3. (  ) reading activities 

4. (  ) writing activities 

 

3. Which are the teaching activities you most frequently apply? 

1. (  ) pronunciation instruction 

2. (  ) vocabulary teaching 

3. (  ) grammar instruction 

4. (  ) oral repetition and substitution 

5. (  ) texts reciting 

6. (  ) communicative activities (Students practice English to exchange 

information or making choices in order to work out strategies or 

solutions.)  

7. (  ) reading (stories, brief articles and so forth) 

8. (  ) rhythmic activities (songs, chants, etc.) 

9. (  ) games 

10. (  ) drama (including role-play) 

11. (  ) cultures and festivals teaching  

12. (  ) other activities:                                              

 

4. Which are the assessments you most frequently exploit? 

1. (  ) activity assessments (including games, drama, etc.)  

2. (  ) written tests  

3. (  ) oral tests 

4. (  ) portfolios 

 

5. Which phonetic systems do you utilize in pronunciation instruction?   

1. (  ) Phonics  

2. (  ) KK phonetic system 
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6. By which means do you think elementary English teachers could assist junior high 

schools to promote the English curriculum continuity? 

1. (  ) Gradually increasing the proportion of reading and writing activities for 

Grades 5 and 6 

2. (  ) Gradually increasing written tests for Grades 5 and 6 

3. (  ) Introducing some basic grammar (subjective case, possessive case, etc.)  

4. (  ) Introducing the KK phonetic system to Grades 5 and 6 

5. (  ) Sixth graders take Basic English Competence Test, and those who fail 

should receive remedial instruction. The content and results of the test are 

provided for the junior high schools for their reference.  

6. (  ) Regularly attending the meetings on English curriculum continuity to share 

opinions on English teaching and to realize the junior high school English 

teachers’ expectations 

7. (  ) Regularly assigning English teachers of fifth and sixth graders to observe 

the English classes of seventh graders 

8. (  ) Other recommendations:                                         

                                                          

 
Finally, if you would like to share any experience or propose any suggestion about 

the English curriculum continuity, please write them down. 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Information 
Please check the appropriate boxes.  

1.  Teaching grade:  (1) elementary school   (2) junior high school  

2. Gender:  (1)female   (2)male 

3. Age:  (1)under 25yrs   (2) 25~29yrs   (3)30~34yrs    (4)35~39yrs            

(5) 40yrs or more 

4. Teaching experience:  (1)fewer than 5yrs   (2)5 ~ 9yrs   (3)10~14yrs   

(4)15yrs or more 
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5. Degree of diploma:  (1)university   (2)forty credits program  

(3)graduate school 

6. Educational background:  (1)English department of normal universities  

   (2) Non-English department of normal universities (3) English department of 

other universities   (4) Non-English department of other universities    

(5) others:                    

7. English teaching qualifications (for elementary school English teachers only): How 

were you qualified to be an English teacher?  

            (1) Graduated from English department of Normal universities 

 (2) Passed the exam for elementary school English teachers in 1999 

and received the training program  

            (3) Attended Elementary school English teachers education credits 

program 

  (4) English seed-teachers  

            (5) TOFEL score over 550        

 (6) Others:                      

8. School Scale: (exclusive of special education classes) 

            (1) under 12 classes  (2)13 to 24 classes   (3) 25 to 48classes  

(4) 49 to 71 classes  (5) 72classes and more 

9. How do you perceive the problems of English curriculum continuity between the 

elementary and junior high schools in your area? 

(1) Very problematic.  (2) Quite problematic.   (3) OK. 

(4) Less problematic.  (5) Not problematic. 

Would you like to be interviewed by the researcher?  

    Yes. (Please leave your name and a phone number:                     )  

 No. 

If you have any related questions, please contact the researcher:  

Email: roseperfume2005@yahoo.com.tw 

This is the end of the survey. Thank you for your cooperation. Please check it to 

see if any question is missed. After you finish, please return it to the distributor. 

                       Best regards,         

Chiu-hung Chen 
 


