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facilitated, as suggested in Chao’s (2002) study. Of course, the linguistic and formal 

schema is best instructed through reading texts, which is almost daily routine for 

senior high students. Apart from common English teaching activities; that is, 

vocabulary teaching, sentence pattern drill and translation, text analysis may 

contribute to enhancing students’ notion of how sentences are combined to form a text, 

and thus may facilitate their writing performance. One question raised here is that 

since the students are more easily exposed to a number of reading texts in either 

narrative or expositive type, then writing argumentative essays may be an unfair 

challenge for them. Besides, it is observed that in recent years reading passages as 

well as writing section in college entrance exams are mostly in narrative or expositive 

types. The fact that examinations lead teaching may result in the students’ 

unfamiliarity with argumentative writing. Thus, the lack of reading texts in such type 

may frustrate students and prevent better production of such essays. 

As far as teaching is concerned, lexical presentation of different forms is a 

good way for the teacher to illustrate how to build up learner’s vocabulary. However, 

the lexical presentation in our text book seems insufficient; same words repeat over 

and over again in a reading text while synonyms and antonyms are less adopted, let 

alone collocation and superordinate. Although lexical repetition is also one kind of 

reference, taking the form of the same word, the monotonous presentation of lexicon 

may prevent students’ recognition of vocabulary, and thus most students are not 

sensitive enough to lexical changes and have to additionally purchase reference books 

on synonyms and antonyms or on collocation. Perhaps that’s one of the reasons why 

extra vocabulary books are assigned to students by a lot of local teachers to make up 

for the insufficiency of the textbooks.  

6.3 Limitations and Suggestions for Further Research 

In this study, Thompson’s (2004) thematic system is adopted and most of the 
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theme categories can be distinguished without difficulty; however, Thompson 

mentions some problems in theme analysis, including existential ‘there’ in theme, 

theme in quotes, theme in projected clauses and theme in passive forms. These 

syntactic structures are scarcely used in our reading texts. Nevertheless, if the  

reading texts are selected in a different perspective, such as children’s books, where 

these problematic syntactic structures may appear more frequently, perhaps the 

condition will be different. Do the selected texts limit the occurrence of certain 

syntactic structures? Or the other way around, their rare occurrence makes it difficult 

to be found in the study? Perhaps the question raised here is worth further exploring 

in other studies.  

This study is expected to inspire local senior high school teachers to reflect 

their teaching in terms of the whole text structure rather than of single sentences. If 

this approach is adopted by teachers, sentence structures will be brushed up when 

theme-rheme patterns are distinguished. Students may be strengthened with the 

learning of English sentence patterns and meanwhile be familiarized with the 

cohesive ties, the logical organization across sentences. However, it takes time to test 

and prove whether this approach is effective or not. This is also the limitation of this 

present study ─ no experiment on students. The tight school schedule did prevent the 

writer and may prevent other teachers from trying it. Besides, the subjective selection 

of text types may influence the findings and results in other similar studies. If possible, 

research can be conducted on other text types such as argumentative or conversation. 

What’s more, in response to the criteria making of the Ministry of Education, the 

editions and versions of current EFL textbooks for senior high students have been 

modified over and over again. That may or may not influence the results of such 

research on text analysis. For those who are interested in such changes, the variable 

may well be adopted to make a comparison. 


