
Abstract 

The Taiwan Soutokufu Archives are important archive fonds in Taiwan history. 

During 1895 to 1945, Japan governed Taiwan and materially influenced the history, 

politics, economy, and culture of Taiwan. Because the Taiwan Soutokufu is the main 

administration authority during the Japanese colonial period, its archives would be the 

first hand sources for the research regarding to the act of state during the Japanese 

colonial period. Therefore, it is an important topic to understand how the archives 

were arranged to utilize. The archives are arranged to utilize by means of the 

arrangement and the description, which are also the focus of the essay. 

The research methods of the essay are “literature review,” “historical research,” 

and “in-depth interview.” I mainly searched and collected the classification, the 

arrangement and description of the Taiwan Soutokufu Archives to search and collect 

the documents. I arranged and analyzed the collected documents to understand the 

status of the original arrangements of the archives and the change of the law and 

classification of the documentary arrangement. To supplement the short of the 

documents, by means of in-depth interview, I could realize the actual problems and 

situation which happened while the archives administration institutions arrange and 

describe the archives.  

I have made the following conclusions in the essay. First, the substantial 

arrangement order of the Taiwan Soutokufu Archives are the volume number of the 

Taiwan Historica. Second, the arrangements, control levels, and sub-fonds of the 

Taiwan Soutokufu Archives are determined by Taiwan Historica and the sub levels,  

are determined by the rules of documentary arrangement. Third, there are many 

innovative and different methods of the classification in NDAP, National Digital 

Archives Program. Forth, the “Documentary Index of Taiwan Soutokufu” and the 

“Digital Japanese Ruling and Postwar Archives Project of Taiwan Historica” are the 

most complete in the existing indexes. However, the work of arranging the two 

indexes drains on lots of time and the two indexes have not been accomplished. Fifth, 

each one of the rules to arrange the index is totally different.  



After all, I have made the suggestion upon the forgoing conclusions. First, the 

classification, control levels and vocabulary should be unified. Second, archieves 

should be checked and registered authentically. Third, the description of the archives 

could be initiated in the file folders level or main entry. Forth, the retrieval system 

should also contain the documents of the control level except the items. Sixth, the 

finding aids should be coordinated. Seventh, the rules of the arrangement of the 

archives should be set up. Eighth, the institutions should classify the records by the 

means of control levels of the archives while they produce the records.   
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