
Chapter 1: Introduction 
 

1.1 Introduction 

The global experiences of export oriented institutional changes have been 

evaluated over a wide range of issues such as the level of employment creation, 

technology up-grading and foreign exchange earnings at the macro level, and 

firm and industrial performance, wages and working conditions and industrial 

relations at a micro level.  These evaluations have taken place in the context of 

macroeconomic modelling during liberalization (Young, 1987; Miyagiwa, 1986), 

cost-benefit analysis (Warr, 1983, 1987 a, b, 1989) industrial relations and 

labour market functioning (ILO/UNCTC, 1988), and gender (Elson & Pearson, 

1981; Elson, 1990; Joeks, 1987; Pearson, 1990) (Kusago and Tzannatos, 

1998).  Many findings are region, country and time specific as is often the case 

in economic literature (Kusago and Tzannatos 1998).  Many more analysis will 

be carried out over time and many more variables will be evaluated. 

 

Unfortunately, the past appraisals focus mainly on the more developed 

countries with large markets.  The few assessments that have been carried out 

that focus on the Caribbean and Central America focus mainly on the overall 



impact on the larger sub-regions and larger economies, mostly exclusive of 

Belize.  Evidently, there is a gap in literature that focus on Belize.  This 

research therefore will increase the analysis of export oriented institutional 

changes Belize.    

 

Also, Belize has undergone structural changes.  It is essential to re-evaluate 

the efforts undertaken by Belize to learn from and build on these initiatives. 

 

1.2.1  Research Objective 

Research Objectives  

• To determine the function and significance of export oriented 

institutional changes, particularly the Export Processing Zones (EPZ) 

program, on the Belizean Economy.   

1.2.2  Main Research Question  
 

This research is designed to answer the following question:  

What are the purpose and the importance of the EPZ program in the 

Belizean economy? 

 



 

 

 

 

1.2.3 Subordinate Research Questions:   
 

To answer this question some subordinate research questions were 

formulated as follows: 

1. How have export processing zones evolved in Belize? 

2. What areas of the Belizean economy are impacted by the EPZ program? 

3. What factors within the EPZ program influences its impact on the 

Belizean Economy? 

 

1.3  Thesis Structure 

This chapter states the research background, introduction, objective, and 

research questions. 

 



Chapter 2 presents the Belizean economy and society, provides background 

information on the initiation of export oriented institutional changes in the 

economy and introduces Export Processing Zones in Belize. 

 

Chapter 3 provides an overview of EPZ based on its history, theory, global 

experiences, evaluation and the effects of global integration on EPZ. 

Chapter 4 describes the research methodology. 

 

Chapter 5 presents the findings and relates it to the Belizean economy. 

 

Chapter 6 presents conclusion, policy implications, future of EPZ in a globalize 

world and future research. 

 

 


