
Chapter 4: Research Methodology 

 

4.1  Approach 

In this thesis a descriptive study approach was adopted.  The analysis is 

quantitative and qualitative, reviewing the secondary data of EPZ, Belize’s 

EPZ Program and economic data of Belize.   

 

 

4.2  Data 

Secondary data are used for three research purposes: to fill a need for a 

specific reference on some point; as an integral part of a larger research study; 

and as the sole basis for a research study (Emory and Cooper, 1999).  Most 

research on past events also has to rely on secondary data sources, which are 

gathered about distant places and can be collected more cheaply through 

secondary sources (Emory and Cooper, 1991).  Qualitative analysis is also 

carried out reviewing secondary data of global experiences of Export 

Processing Zones.  

 



The data on Belize’s EPZ program was sourced from the Ministry of Finance’s 

EPZ reports.  The data on Belize’s economy was sourced from the country’s 

economic statistical sources, as well as from economic international statistical 

sources.  The information on EPZ was sourced from journals, books, and 

articles. 

4.3  Time Dimension 
 

Cross-sectional studies are carried out once and represent a “snap shot” of 

one point in time; others are repeated over an extended period of time, 

longitudinal (Emory and Cooper, 1991).   The time dimension of Belize’s EPZ 

Program was reviewed in both a longitudinal and a cross-sectional manner.  

In terms of its development from inception in 1991 to 2003 the time 

dimensional analysis is longitudinal.  The assessment of the program’s 

performance in 2003 was cross-sectional.  The time dimensions of Belize’s 

economy and the EPZ literature utilized were both longitudinal. 

 

4.4  Sampling Design 

Regression analysis was carried out, using Microsoft Excel’s Mega Stat, on 

Belize’s EPZ program 2003 statistical data.  The sample data set of fourteen 



(14) companies was obtained from the population data set of forty two (42) 

EPZ companies in Belize.   

 

 

4.5  Limitations  
 

The most important limitation with secondary sources is that the information 

often does not meet one’s specific needs.  Also the information is often out of 

date (Emory and Cooper, 1991).    The analysis is based on secondary data 

and past literature.  The data met the needs of the research and was current.  

The major drawback to the assessment was that the data on Belize’s EPZ 

Program economic indicators did not span the entire life of the program to date 

and the data for its 2003 operations is incomplete.  The assessment has been 

limited by the incomplete data.   

 

 


