
Abstract 
 

Due largely to the escalating volume of immigration from Southeast Asia, the 
number of transnational families in Taiwan has increased significantly in the past 
decade. A number of studies have been conducted on these transnational families. 
However, these studies focused mostly on the macro-structural aspect of the 
phenomenon, and none approached the issue from the micro viewpoint. This study 
adopted a micro perspective to examine the experiences of transnational families 
established by Taiwanese and Southeast Asians. I used qualitative methods to 
compare transnational families established by first marriages with those established 
by remarriages (stepfamilies) in grounds of family formation, family boundaries, 
rules governing roles of family members, and marital as well as parent-child 
relationships. This study also assessed the possible influence of prejudice and 
discrimination in the mass media and the general public on these transnational 
families. Data were collected through interviews with parents and children from four 
transnational families established by first marriages and four established by 
remarriages. The findings indicated that cultural difference was often associated with 
the difficulties faced by transnational families. Moreover, transnational families 
established by first marriages with those established by remarriages (stepfamilies) 
were quite different, in that the latter often encountered more difficulties in managing 
family relationships, constructing family boundaries, establishing unambiguous rules 
directing roles of family members, and following these rules. Members of 
transnational families tended to have more exposure to diverse religions and 
languages, and dietary practices may differ among family members. Family’s 
economic status is influential in shaping the relationships among family members, 
especially in families with financial problems. Most of the informants interviewed 
were inclined to distance their families from the stereotypical image of a transnational 
family in the eyes of the media as well as the general public, which can be seen as a 
strategy to avoid stigmatization. In conclusion, the results showed that the unique 
experiences of transnational families were embedded in social contexts and shaped by 
various social factors on the one hand, and developed by family members through 
daily interactions on the other. Furthermore, such experiences reflected the 
distinctions between transnational families established by first marriages and those 
established by remarriages.   
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