
CONCLUSION 

 

In XSBN, the Dai ethnic minority is called the “ethnic of water”. The most important 

value of Dai water culture is that it lets people know how to love water, worship it, and 

protect it. That is why we can’t ignore the important value of Dai water culture in 

contemporary society. Water has abundant cultural significance in Dai society but the 

W.S.F is a specific expression of water culture. 

Dai people blend water into their beliefs and ideals to compose a special festival. W.S.F 

is the actual description of a rich and colorful life for Dai people. It is not only a symbol 

which is combined with the disposition, emotion, ideal, belief and custom of the Dai 

ethnic minority but also a unique cultural psychology structure formed by the social 

structure and the cultural structure.  

From the cultural aspect, the positive internal significance of splashing water is the new 

life and the new hope. Therefore, the Dai people integrate with the Dai New Year and 

the water splashing activity to derive the richer and plentiful concept of a new festival. 

Through the survey made by the author, the Dai’s W.S.F is a microcosm of water culture. 

The conclusions from detection and induction of the studies are as below: 

Findings: 

1. The so called W.S.F is the Dai New Year. Water splashing is just an activity of the 

festival. People express their blessings by water splashing on each other. Dai people 

didn’t name W.S.F.  Nowadays it is called the W.S.F. by other groups, especially the 

Han People, because the Dai people splash water on each other for good luck. This is 
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the most distinguishing characteristic of the festival. In the past, the W.S.F was 

extremely traditional. It was more civilized, ceremonious, and symbolic, with less 

sightseeing, but now it has become entertaining and impolite. People had forgotten the 

genuine significance of the W.S.F.  

2. The traditional W.S.F was elegant and ordered in the past, but it is rough and 

lose-controlled now. This year, the beginning of the water splashing ceremony is 

declared by the governor of XSBN in the culture square. But many people are against 

the rule of starting to splash before the governor makes the announcement. 

3. With the elderly, water will be splashed gently through the collar down the back. It is 

important to be polite when splashing the elderly, and blessing words should be said at 

the same time. Children and patients are not splashed. “Unclean water” is prohibited 

to splash people during the festival. According to an interview with local people in 

2007, muddy water from the Lanchang River may not be used to splash other people 

because it is unclean. 

4. The Dai ethnic minority is a group which likes beauty, and emphasizes spiritual 

stratification rather than material stratification. Moreover the Dai people have the 

aesthetic standard and the collective view. The same identical villagers put on the 

same clothing, and comb peacock hair buns to attend the W.S.F, forming a special 

scene. 

Suggestions: 

From this study, several important points are worthy of consideration: 

1.  The local government should establish a water museum. Through the displays of 
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the museum, the Dai’s culture can be preserved well. The visitors also can further 

recognize and learn about the Dai’s culture at the same time.   

2.  Combining tradition with modern, the inheritance of festival and the recreation of 

culture are propelled to an international scale. If the festival is modernized and 

promoted internationally it can satisfy both the enhancement of the economy and 

the promotion of culture. 

3.  Water culture should be emphasized and developed in the cultural education at 

school. Moreover, it can unite the resources of community and campus to assist in 

teaching with the effect of cultural protection and fostering. Intellectuals with the 

concept of protecting the environment should assist to propel the preservation of 

Dai water culture.  

4.  The local government should not use developing tourism as a way to encourage the 

Dai people to pay attention to their traditional culture.  The goal should be to 

improve the cultural industry. For instance, visiting the National Palace Museum 

belongs to the tourist industry, but recognizing the cultural relic of the National 

Palace Museum is the cultural industry. When local makes considerable economic 

gain by increasing tourism, it pays a heavy price as visitors destroy the 

environment. Hence, we suggest that the local government has the duty to publish 

the traveling handbook to emphasize the original significance of water culture. 

Visitors can really experience the deep cultural significance of water culture. 
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The direction of future development:  

        History shows that cultural diversity may promote originality and provide energy to 

develop such originality within a group. It is the opinion of the author, that the Dai must 

both inherit beneficial traditions and creativity, and then the development of Dai culture 

can be cultivated deeply and successfully. While meeting the conflicts of external 

culture, the local government has to enhance the Dai’s level of knowledge, and educate 

the residents to judge the advantages between native and external culture. When Dai 

people have possessed a proper sense of their own value, the external tourists naturally 

respect the land. It will be not be as easily damaged during their visit. Simultaneously, 

the arrangement by the local government has to display creativity, improve the number 

of tourists, and use the tourist guide to develop cultural knowledge. Developing the 

W.S.F becomes the most unique festival. 

The W.S.F is popular due to the natural beauty in XSBN and the lively atmosphere 

attracts tourists. Protecting the ecological environment does not mean to prohibit 

utilizing natural resources, but rather to develop the resources reasonably by using 

scientific methods. If ecology education is done successfully, local residents and visitors 

will maintain and cherish the land together. The protection of environment and the 

development of the economy can coexist, and the preservation of the water culture 

certainly can be endlessly maintained. The W.S.F has a strong social conformity 

function for the Dai people. Furthermore, it also influences their unification. Awaking 

Dai peoples’ consciousness to preserve their traditional belief and culture is an 

important consciousness raising project. In other words, how to adjust the conflict of the 

Dai’s life with the outside society is a question worth pondering.  

 


