
I. Motivation and Purpose 
 
Water Splashing Festival(W.S.F.) is a famous festival, particularly the Dai’s W.S.F. in 
Xishangbanna(XSBN) is the most pompous with the highest profile. The festival is 
related closely to Dai water culture and religion. Furthermore, the W.S.F. serves a 
critical role for the study of the beginning of the Dai ethnic minority. The research will 
focus on the cultural significance of the W.S.F. of the Dai ethnic minority in XSBN, 
discuss the relation with water culture, and analyze the position of water for the Dai. 
The author also wants to explore the influence of water on the Dai’s history, culture and 
social life, expecting to deepen the recognition of the value of water culture.  However, 
most of the past research focused on the W.S.F. as the description of cheerful 
atmosphere, and less explored the relationship between the internal spirit and the 
external significance of the festival. The issues related to W.S.F of the Dai ethnic 
minority in XSBN are rare.  
 
Moreover, the water culture is a symbol of the Dai’s spirits, and the W.S.F. is the 
specific expression of water culture. In other words, the Dai’s W.S.F is a microcosm of 
water culture. To recognize the internal spirit of the Dai’s W.S.F. in XSBN, we should 
understand Dai water culture. Hence, the author thinks the W.S.F. possesses the good 
cultural inheritance, and is very valuable to study. No matter the internal spirit or the 
external presentation, the W.S.F is worth studying and analyzing. We can also expect to 
discover positive contemporary values and meanings.  
 
The purpose of the study is to discuss the critical significance of the Dai’s W.S.F. and to 
find out its effective benefit in contemporary society. Because research has never 
combined the W.S.F. with water culture, the author wishes this study to be an academic 
contribution to share with others.  Besides, through the analysis presented in this study, 
the author expects to awaken people to emphasize the ecology environment like the Dai 
does, and to assist the Dai people to refined their elegant tradition of water culture move 
away from the noisy and commercialized W.S.F.  
 
 
II. Methodology and Data Sources 
 
This study adopted several methods: historical document analysis, content analysis, 
observational methods, personal interview, direct behavioral observation, and field work. 
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It takes the aboriginal historic documents and historical evidences; numerous materials 
base on author’s visiting and participating in the activities, to induce, analyze and detect 
for understanding the relationship between the Dai’s W.S.F. and its water culture, social 
structure, lifestyle, customs, religion, economic development, and so on.  
 
Related historical documents were collected showing the domestic and foreign 
relationship to develop an understanding of this subject. Through this fieldwork, the 
author gathered much useful and new information, documentation and visual materials. 
The visual materials include film and photos to further strengthen and lend more 
credibility to my thesis. At the same time, these visual materials can provide a more vivid 
and truer reflection of reality. The author accomplishes this study through theory, 
demonstration, and analysis and expects the content to flawless. 
 
 
III. Fieldwork Background 
 
That I have chosen Jinghong City, XSBN as the site for my field studies is mainly due 
to the following considerations: 
 
Firstly, XSBN is the home of the Dai people who are the majority. Jinghong is its capital 
city. Secondly, although W.S.F. is held in various places of XSBN, the major and 
large-scale traditional activities are held in Jinghong City. Thirdly, the whole of China 
has 30 autonomous prefectures and XSBN is one of them. It is famous for its tropical 
rainforest, the well-preserved biological environment, the unique regional features and 
the bright and colorful minority customs, more than 10 ethnic groups inhabit there. 
Among them, Dai has the largest population. The W.S.F. has reflected special 
characteristic of the tropical climate and the ecological environment. Due to under the 
similar physical geography condition, the people of Dai, Blang, Deang, Jingpo and 
Achang, all celebrate this festival. In particular, the scale of W.S.F by Dai affects in a 
big way. 

 

It is on the basis of the above considerations that I have picked Jinghong City as the 
field site for my research. In April 2007, I stayed with the villagers there, participated in 
their life to make close observations, talks with them and interviewed key figures. As a 
result, I acquired a huge amount of first- hand information which, together with the 
extensive studies I made upon my return of all the available literature and the 
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comparisons between what I read and what I saw, serve as the foundation on which my 
present report is built. 
  
Besides, the author encountered some besetments in engaging in the fieldwork, such as: 
it is restricted by local language (Dai language); during the festival, there was frequently 
heavy rain, it caused many celebrations to lag begin. 
  
Fieldwork was necessary for this study, though it was rather costly. During the festival 
the price of lodging increase nearly tenfold. People truly spent large sums of money for 
lodging.  
 
 
IV. Definition of Dais  
 
Before the founding of the New China, under the system of ethnic discrimination and 
oppression, many ethnic minorities in China did not have equal and precise designation. 
In some cases, derogatory names were even imposed upon ethnic minorities. After the 
founding of the New China, the Central Government took decisive measures and 
eliminated these names that were derogatory to ethnic minorities. In order to fully 
reflect the principle of equality among ethnic groups, the China’s central government 
has conducted large scale investigations for ethnic identification since 1953. After 
thorough and careful research and study in minority areas in the whole country, the 
names of an overwhelming majority of the ethnic minorities were determined. The work 
continued subsequently and, by the end of the 1950’s, 55ethnic groups had been defined 
in China.   
 
China is a united multi-ethnic country. So far, 56 ethnic groups have been identified and 
recognized by China’s central government. While the Han ethnic group has the largest 
population, that of the other 55 ethnic minorities is relatively small, so they are 
customarily referred to as "ethnic minorities." The Dai (one of China's fifty-five ethnic 
minorities) are valley-dwelling rice cultivators of China's southwest frontier. The name 
"Dai" has been used officially since 1953 to replace "Tai" or "Thai." Due to various 
names used to identify the Dai,  in this study all our unified and called the “Dai ethnic 
minority”.  
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V. Definition of Terms 
 
 

1. XSBN              =  Xishuangbanna  
 
 
2. PRC                =  People’s Republic of China 
 
 
3. W.S.F               =  Water Splashing Festival 
 
 
4. JHG                =   Jinghong City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


