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ABSTRACT 
 
 

An analysis of the Russian factor in China’s energy policy in Central Asia shows 

that the importance of energy abundant region Central Asia is getting increased as the 

world oil demand goes up and the instability in the Middle East gets into a more serious 

position. As the second largest consumer of energy, China is getting more interested in 

this region. China’s reluctance to become excessively tied to the Middle East as a source 

of oil also is another reason that turns China’s face to Central Asia. Not being the only 

one who is starving for energy makes China to face with other great states (Russia and 

the US) who has the common interests with China in the region. Therefore, in order to 

understand China’s energy policy in Central Asia, one has to consider about the policies 

of other great states in the region. This study focuses on Russian factor in China’s energy 

policy in Central Asia. There is no doubt that, Russia’s policy in the region has a great 

effect in China’s every tactic in the region, but today’s one supreme power has an 

enormous effect on both of the states in the region. The main conclusion of the analysis is 

that Sino-Russia relations are likely to be more cooperative than competitive. Russia, 

with its abundant energy resources, is a very good partner that China can get into an 

energy-trade relationship with. They both are against the US influence in the region. 

Sino-Russian relations are likely to remain stable in the short and medium term, based on 

a convergence of interests. The happy state of the relationship may end in the longer term 

when both side dont need eachother in economic terms. China-US and US -Russia 

relations are more competitive than cooperative. So there is a big struggle for energy 

among these three great states. Energy rich Central Asian states’ -Kazakhstan and 

Turkmenistan- more pragmatic policies make these trilateral relations more complex.   


