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CHAPTER FOUR 

     CONCLUSION 

 

China has been in a high growth mode since it started economic reforms in the 

economic reforms in the late 70s. China’s fast economic growth inevitably causes 

energy-shortage crisis in the country and makes China to be more interested in energy 

abundant countries.  

  Today, Middle East is the largest oil-trading partner of China, but due to the 

unstable political situation in the Middle East, China is much more concerned about 

Central Asian energy resources. However, China is not the only states who has been 

concerned about Central Asian resources. Russia and the United States are the other 

players of this game in the region. 

It is not possible to analyze China’s energy policy in Central Asia without taking 

into account the policies and interests of other powers-Russia and the United States- who 

are also struggling for the influence of the energy-abundant region. Every step taken by 

other countries would be an effective factor in China’s decision-making policy in the 

region. 

Russia seems to be one of the important competitors of China in the region, but at 

the same time Russia, with its abundant energy resources, is a very good partner that 

China can get into an energy-trade relationship with. Russian aim to control all the 

energy-transportation routes in the region has been an irritating factor for China side in 

the long term. On the other hand, Russia’s abundant energy resources and the proximity 

between two states keep making Russian resources attractive to China. 
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China, who has been feeling the increasing influence of Russia in the region, has 

started the process of close relations with the energy-rich Central Asian states in order not 

to risk its long term interests. On the other side, Russia is not content from China’s recent 

involvement in the region. Russia’s discontent with the bilateral agreements between 

China and the energy-rich Central Asian can be explained in two ways: First of all, 

Russia who is in dire need of hard currency, doesn’t want to lose such a big market like 

China. Secondly, Russia is worried about China’s fast growing economy that would make 

China a very effective power by having the control of the whole region.  

In the short term, the bilateral relations between China and Russia seem to 

maintain a good momentum as a result of mutually trade benefits. However, in the long 

term it is more likely that after the completion of their economic development, the 

interests and balances in the region will change and the factors that bring China and 

Russia face to face will arise. 

The United States is another power that challenges the national interests of China 

in the region. US largely occupies the first rank of the oil consumption in the world 

bringing in 13.5 million barrels per day. Oil from the Middle East (specifically, the 

Persian Gulf) accounts for 17 percent of U.S. oil imports, and this dependence is growing. 

However, instability in the Middle East makes the United States also to diversify its 

energy import routes. Energy –starving United States used the opportunity raised after the 

September 11 attacks and increased its influence by deploying its military bases into 

several places (Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan) in energy abundant region Central Asia. Not 

long after, it is understood that US military bases in Central Asia don’t serve only for 

military purposes. As a result of this, under the leadership of Russia and China, Shanghai 
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Cooperation Organization called for the closure of both bases. A short time later, the 

Uzbek government wanted the U.S. to leave Khanabad Military Base, and the US pulled 

out in November 2005. Today, the Manas Air Base in Kyrgyzstan is the only US base in 

post-Soviet Central Asia since Uzbekistan evicted U.S. troops last year. It seems likely 

that, the common interests of China and the United States in Central Asia increase the 

possibility of the competition between China and the United States. This doesn’t, 

however, mean that China’s policy will aim to compete with the US in every case. It is 

important to point out that China has no reason or possibility to act aggressively against 

the United States due to its bad finances and weak military organization. 

The United States’ policy to lessen the existed influence of Russia in the region 

makes Russia to think twice about its relations with the US. There are some several 

reasons make two states competitors in the region: First of all, construction of the US-

supported Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Oil Pipeline from Azarbaijan to Turkey and bypassing 

Russia poses a direct competition between Russia and the United States. Secondly, while 

Moscow is to control over the export of oil and gas from the landlocked Caspian Basin, 

the US is to promote multiple gas and oil pipelines in Caspian Basin to world markets to 

increase export options for regional states and keep Russia outside of regional energy 

development.  Thirdly, Russia didn’t like the US- backed Trans Caspian Gas Pipeline 

(TCGP) which would transport the gas from Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan to Central 

Europe, circumventing Russia. Thereupon, in May 2007, Russia concluded an agreement 

with Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan to build a new natural gas pipeline north from the 

Caspian Sea. On the face of it, this pipeline deal seems to strengthen Moscow's control 
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over Central Asia's energy export routes while failing the rival US and European Union 

plans. 

Today the situation in Central Asia is more or less like that: China and Russia are 

more cooperative then competitors. They both are against the US influence in the region, 

and they need each other in terms of energy-trade relations. However, China-US and US -

Russia relations are more competitive than cooperative. So there is a big struggle for 

energy among these three great states. Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan’s more pragmatic 

policy makes these trilateral relations more complex. But in the future, is more likely that 

Kazakhstan under Nazarbayev could adopt a long-term policy to align itself with one of 

the major powers contending for regional influence. Russia and China are two powers not 

yet complete their development, that’s why these two states terribly need eachother in the 

short and medium term. However, in the long term, balances might change in favor of 

China and Russia might cooperate with the US against the ‘Dragon’ in order to prevent 

China’s increasing influence in the region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


