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Abstract: 
 

During the cold war, Soviet involvement in Indochina Peninsula was one of the crucial 
factors which affected the political stability in Southeast Asia. After the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, the Russian Federation gained independence and inherited all the privileges and 
obligations of the former Soviet Union in the international arena, but the situation in 
Indochina and Southeast Asia has changed a great deal. What role does Russia play in this 
important geopolitical region? Given the new domestic and international realities, will the 
Putin government regain the political interests and influence which the former Soviet Union 
once possessed in this region? 
 

Through geo-economic analysis, this thesis tries to explore the main contents of the 
Putin government's policy toward Southeast Asia, its formation background and the 
establishment of multi-lateral relationship with the major countries in this area. We observe 
that, with the end of the Cold War, and facing a different international situation, all the major 
political entities in SE Asia are making adjustments on the political and economic fronts, as 
well as in foreign and security policies. For the sake of regional security and stability, SE Asia 
countries have accelerated the expansion and integration of the ASEAN organization to 
secure its leadership in the regional affairs. From the Russian point of view, economy is no 
doubt a major factor which influences it policy formation in recent years. Starting from the 
pursuit of national economic interests, Russia also hopes to regain the status of a major player 
in this region, as the former Soviet Union once had. 
 

To start with, we study the evolution of Russian foreign policy and geopolitical thoughts 
and its relation to Russia's Asian Pacific policy. Also, we review the changes in the Asian 
pacific policies during the years of Gorbachov, Yeltsin, and Putin.  The aim is to gain a 
clearer view of the factors which affected the making of the policies. 
 

Secondly, we discuss the bilateral relationships between the major countries of SE Asia 
and Russia (and also the former Soviet Union), which include political, economic, military, 
and cultural aspects. We try to extract the special features and problems in these bilateral 
relationships. This studies is divided into two parts, one includes countries which were 
traditional allies of the former Soviet Union, while the other includes countries which 
belonged to the opposite camp - aligned with the USA.  We study the major driving factors 
and the historical steps which resulted in the establishment of full bilateral cooperation 
between Russia and various SE Asian countries. 
 

Finally, after a review of the relationship between the former Soviet Union and ASEAN, 
we investigate Russia's establishment of multi-lateral dialogue with ASEAN countries on 
political, economic, and military fronts. The aim is to understand the motive and policy of the 
Putin government in the area of multi-national cooperation in SE Asia. 
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