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Chapter One 

Motivation and Direction  

Introduction 

For eight years, from September 7th, 1937th to August 14th, 1945, Japan waged war on 

the world and the world and more specifically China and later the United States and 

Great Britain, returned the favor by waging war on Japan. During this time, five 

million Japanese were called into active service. At their side, 200,000 Taiwanese 

carried out a variety of roles, from actively serving in the Japanese Imperial Army, 

Navy and Air Force in combat roles to providing support, which included acting as 

translators, driving ambulances, tending to the dead or wounded, guarding prisoners 

in POW camps, running supply lines, digging trenches, growing food behind front 

lines and fulfilling other menial dispatches of mobilization. How and why their 

service came about is not fully appreciated. For all the attention paid to the Second 

World War in literary, historic and cinematic works in the West, the era is relegated to 

a sidebar here in Taiwan. The lines in books on this country drop a date or two but 

hardly contain the space to tackle whole issues, such as what compelled the 

Taiwanese to serve, in some cases for more than a single tour. The omission almost 

creates the impression that Taiwan did not take part in the Second World War. 

Common sense does provide simple answers to negligent historiography. Almost 10 

percent of Taiwan’s population served in Japan’s military during the Second World 

War and they either volunteered for duty or they were conscripted into it. In fleshing 

out the story however issues arise. Taiwan is, and has been for 60 years, an intensely 

polarized country, torn by the argument to define it. The debate over whether 

Taiwanese males (and females) volunteered or were conscripted into the Japanese 

military plays right into the trap and therefore will continue to be sidestepped. Simply 

put, the discussion will annoy, provoke and inflame emotions; many will feel it needs 

to be left alone.  

By writing the Taiwanese embraced the spirit of volunteerism, the historian will be 

accused of being one-sided in his or her argument and labeled an imperialist. The 

image of the Taiwanese as patriotic citizens of a Greater Japan, euphemistically 
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labeled the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, chipping in as best they could, is 

sure to ruffle feathers. China fought wars against Japan; that Taiwan joined Japan in 

China and also took on China’s allies in Southeast Asia ought to be an uncomfortable 

memory for those with an affinity to China. Should the historian, on the other hand, 

craft an account of a downtrodden people, cruelly extorted into service all the while 

longing for the day unification with China would come, he or she once again risks 

losing credibility. This kind of historian will be dismissed as a partisan lackey for the 

other side. Thus the task of this paper becomes to bring up this question, namely how 

volunteerism and conscription played out in the mobilization of Taiwan during the 

1930s and 1940s, balancing certain historical ramifications with how both concepts 

and the factors influencing them progressed in a manner that is not biased. In 

recounting the lead-up to the Second World War, the fighting and its outcome, this 

paper seeks to reconstruct the involvement of 200,000 Taiwanese, indeed a whole 

country or close to it, in the events. This paper wants to account for the circumstances, 

policies and events that put Taiwan in a position where its young men (and women) 

would first volunteer and finally answer the draft for the Second World War. Many 

conclusions will be drawn. A single, sweeping conclusion serves only to undercut the 

research and its contribution to the historical record. 

The task of defining volunteerism and then conscription in how they shaped Taiwan’s 

history takes us back to the end of the 19th century, when the Japanese settled the 

island’s communities under a system called baojia (保甲). Baojia were based on units 

of ten. Ten families equaled one bao. Ten baos equaled one big bao and ten big baos 

made up one capital bao, setting a deep-rooted system of paranoia that became the 

basis for a police state in Taiwan. After an introduction to the topic, a theoretical 

framework, a Literature Review and an explanation of the methodology to clarify how 

the sources have brought the research to where it is in the first chapter, the second 

retraces the events of the 1930s, painting the social landscape of Taiwan leading into 

the Second World War. Chapter Two will then show how this landscape contributed to 

both conscription and volunteerism.  

In explaining the development of spy fever, a brand of mass hysteria propagated by the 

Japanese through institutionalized xenophobia, the chapter captures the immense 

pressure everyday Taiwanese found themselves under. Not only were they expected to 
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inform on Westerners taking photographs, going for hikes, chatting with locals, leaving 

their immediate communities or anything else deemed peculiar, but also on their 

neighbors. Indifference to the program was interpreted as unpatriotic. Overly zealous 

participation attracted suspicion. Thus Chapter Two recounts a story of the many sides 

of Taiwan. Some Taiwanese willingly traveled the road to Japanisized assimilation. 

Some hid from it. Others resisted. Some were Aborigines. Some studied overseas. 

Different conditions, beliefs and ethnic backgrounds dictated to a certain extent how 

individuals rushed to service or got out of its way. A consistent education in Japanese, 

often presented by Japanese teachers, served as a counterbalance or field leveler. 

Everyone who received an education was schooled under the same precise system. 

This is how the second chapter closes out, with education. The third chapter, naturally, 

follows up by focusing on the nuts and bolts of how people were inducted into the 

military, where they were sent, what transpired and the conditions that surrounded the 

everyday soldier. The everyday soldier either volunteered or was conscripted. In the 

case of the former, many served abroad, in China, Korea, Japan or Southeast Asian 

countries such as the Philippines, Vietnam, Borneo, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, 

Myanmar and Indonesia. Many of these individuals remained on the home front as 

well. 

Some have claimed the Taiwanese were never conscripted into service; instead, they 

joined of their own accord. Others adamantly declare the 200,000 who served were 

pressed into it. This thesis will provide first-hand accounts, an oral history component, 

of both conscription and volunteerism, which shows both views to be correct. The 

attitude of Taiwanese in service, whether they enthusiastically embraced it or 

grudgingly carried out duties deserves more attention. Western participants have 

documented both gleeful bordering on sadistic participation and surprising levels of 

resistance and insubordination to Japanese officials by Taiwanese military personnel 

and civilians.  

In Chapter Four, the paper moves to the baojia; the contention of the thesis paper is the 

baojia developed an environment that first fostered military recruitment in the lead up 

to the war, kept it in place during the war and from unraveling toward the end. In the 

baojia system, instituted in 1898 or just three years after the colonization of Taiwan by 

Japan, the reader can witness the Japanese laying the groundwork for conscription. 
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Apart from the baojia, the fourth chapter details other apparatus, such as the police and 

media. Both institutions played a critical role in reinforcing the social control 

necessary for encouraging volunteerism and enforcing conscription. Chapter Four also 

discusses opposition to both in a section entitled Resistance. 

The fifth chapter details the close of the war and the return to civilian life of the 170,000 

Taiwanese who survived serving in the Japanese military. Some were left to fend for 

themselves overseas. They were never properly repatriated to Taiwan. Others returned 

only to be marched back out again to fight Mao Zedong’s communists in China. In the 

ensuing years, World War Two veterans suffered in silence, afraid to make the 

slightest reference to their service. Many came back to broken families, picked up the 

pieces and tried to make the best of their lives while dealing with war wounds and 

injuries not to mention post-traumatic stress disorder. The consequences of Taiwan’s 

service to the Japan and the lingering effects belong in Chapter Six, the conclusion to 

“Conscription Versus Volunteerism: Taiwan’s Commitment to WWII”. Chapter Six 

presents an unresolved situation, as veterans seek recognition and compensation, and 

overdue apologies. Needless to say, a conclusion has yet to come.  

Does the service of Taiwan’s young men and women or Taiwan as whole have any 

relevance today? What are the lingering effects? All of the chapters will bring 

conscription and the volunteerism of Taiwanese society before and during the Second 

World War into a sharper focus. A thesis paper on volunteers and conscripts before 

and during the Second World War can show how the question of identity in Taiwan is 

not a new one. The Taiwanese have been discussing who they are for generations. 

Today, people in Taiwan argue over whether they are Chinese or Taiwanese, Hakka 

or Aboriginal, Asian or Western (some 20 percent of babies born in Taiwan today 

have parent from a different country). History as usual looks like a loop. It repeats and 

repeats. How individuals responded 80 to 60 years ago provides insight into the 

debate and a more general perspective too. Some thought they were Japanese while 

others clearly did not. Some thought they were Chinese while others clearly did not. 

Some knew they were Aboriginal or Hakka, or both. How the Taiwanese people 

identified themselves was, in many cases, key to how readily they involved 

themselves, to whether they volunteered or had to be conscripted, during the Second 

World War. 
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1.1 Framework of Research 

The following diagram shows the framework of this research topic. The point of the 

thesis is to look at the factors leading to the smooth mobilization of the Taiwanese 

population, factors that allowed for and supported healthy volunteerism and 

uncomplicated conscription. Education was significant in facilitating the first stage of 

in the Japanization of Taiwan; educators taught people how to speak Japanese, not to 

mention how to sympathize with and admire Japan. Once the population was 

comfortable in Japanese, it was ready for assimilation, meaning to first become 

subjects and then citizens of the emperor. Acting as the foundation, the softer boajia 

system supported the harsher police state, which served to, instead of simply 

organizing communities, quell resistance and control the lives of the Taiwanese. The 

media, in turn, was vital in spreading propaganda that promoted volunteerism to the 

willing and sold the war to those conscripted as well as their families. The progression 

shows how each component relied on the phase it followed. Each stage also 

independently facilitated the mobilization of the Taiwanese population. For example, 

in schools, teachers taught students about the merits of sacrificing for country. The 

authorities had the power to force people to behave in a certain manner.  

The lead-up to the Second World War, specifically 1932 or the year Japan invaded 

Manchuria, will serve as a starting point with the intention of ending just after the 

close of the Second World War and the eventual return of volunteers and conscripts to 

Taiwan. Of course, there are a few lingering issues, such as the redeployment of 

troops to China to fight the communists and veterans caught in the crossfire of the 

2-28 Massacre. The outcome of this service, accepted or forced, influenced Taiwan 

directly before and during the Second World War, and even reaches up to the present 

moment in relevance and thus represents the final stage in the framework.  

The thesis does not employ fancy footwork. Each chapter begins at a point in time 

and works forward in a linear fashion. Each chapter is concerned with the factors that 

led to the mobilization of Taiwan’s people, through either volunteerism or 

conscription, and the outcome of this progression. Other points are left for interested 

writers on future projects. 
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Diagram 1. Framework of five factors leading to volunteerism and conscription. 
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1.2 Literature Review 

Historians are looking at the numbers of Taiwanese who served in the Japanese Army, 

Air Force and Navy and debating their role. There has also been some question to 

when conscription truly began. Officially, conscription kicked off on September 7th, 

1937 for the Japanese residing in Taiwan and April 1st, 1942 for Taiwanese males, 

with the Army Special Volunteer Act (陸軍特別志願兵令), when individuals 

categorized as “jun shu” (軍属) and simply “jun” (軍) meaning logistics or an elite 

group who had passed a rigorous selection process known as “jun ren” (軍人) or 

soldiers, reported for duty with their red sheet (紅書) draft orders in hand.1 This 

brings up another point more difficult to discern but significant to understanding 

Taiwan’s complex history and present cultural position, namely, did those listed as 

volunteers in the army prior to 1942 indeed volunteer or were they coerced?2 If they 

acted of their own volition, this could have some bearing. After all, these individuals 

would have in some way or another warred against China – both the KMT and CCP. 

Historians know beyond a doubt that Taiwanese soldiers did fight against the United 

States. 

Over the past 60 years, Taiwan has been dominated by political agendas of the KMT, 

CCP and the United States. The influence of China via Chiang Kai-shek and his 

authoritarian regime on Taiwan’s culture is sizeable. The imprint of the West and in 

particular the United States cannot likewise be overstated. More recently, the doors of 

political dialogue, trade and cultural exchange between Taipei and Beijing have 

opened. So what happened? Did those who willingly fought against China and the 

States turn around and cooperate with a KMT Chinese government and, along the 

way, accept they were Chinese in a way defined by a KMT government? If not, where 

did their voice go? The answer is not black and white; moreover, it is not within the 

reach of the historian to provide it in simple, clear terms. The historian can only 

reconstruct the past and hope it has some meaning for readers today.  

                                                 
1 陸軍特別志願兵令 was translated by the thesis author into English as the Army Special Volunteer 
Act. Jun ren, jun and jun shu are written in hanyu pinyin and also translated by the author. 
2 Cheng, H.M. and Cowsill, Patrick. Letters: A Personal Correspondence on Taiwan during WWII 
between H.M. Cheng and Patrick Cowsill. 2007 - 2009. 
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In writing the story, historians have found it difficult to ascertain exact numbers 

concerning the Taiwanese who served, particularly where they served and in what 

capacity, because, as Edward Drea points out in Researching Japanese War Records, 

“at the war’s end, the Japanese destroyed or concealed important documents, which 

dramatically reduced the amount of evidence available”. He continues: “The director 

of Japan’s Military History Archives of the National Institute for Defense Studies 

estimated in 2003 as much as 70 percent of the army’s wartime records were burned 

or otherwise destroyed” in what would turn out to be the largest systematic 

destruction of government records in history.3 Despite his pessimism, Drea and 

fellow essayists’ work of some 1000 pages shows that records do remain: a bulk of 

these records were carted back to Washington by American intelligence officers. 

Some were translated while others were relegated to uniform boxes stamped “for later 

use”, where they have been collecting dust for over half a century. With the close the 

Cold War, the Japanese Government has lobbied with some success to have them 

returned or restricted. 

Four sources that take up the numbers of Taiwanese conscripted are Fighting 

Techniques of a Japanese Infantryman in World War II: Training, Techniques and 

Weapons, by Leo Daugherty, Letters, by H.M. Cheng, Taiwan: A Political History, by 

Denny Roy and Japanese Army Stragglers and the Memories of War in Japan, 1950 – 

1975, by Beatrice Trefalt. Writes Daugherty, perhaps liberal in his estimate: “As for 

Taiwan, the Japanese managed to conscript natives, approximately 315,000 although 

few, if any, served in the actual war, as it ended before they could be trained to 

fight”.4 The final assertion flies in the face of the 30,000 Taiwanese who did perish 

or reports that scores of Taiwanese, especially Taiwanese Aborigines, took part, many 

meeting a gruesome end: “Officially only those with the ‘Soldier’ rank took part but 

during the last stages of the war, everyone at the frontline fought. In the old newsreels, 

the ones burned to a crisp by American flame throwers were probably a mix of 

Japanese and Taiwanese, including a lot of the Aborigines”.5 Roy lands on a number 

                                                 
3 Drea, Edward, et al. Researching Japanese War Crimes Records. 
http://www.archives.gov/iwg/japanese-war-crimes/introductory-essays.pdf, 9 (accessed September 3rd, 
2007). 
4 Trefalt, Beatrice. Japanese Army Stragglers and the Memories of War in Japan, 1950 – 1975. 
Florence, Kentucky: Routledge, 2003. 
5 Cheng, H.M. and Cowsill, Patrick. Letters: A Personal Correspondence on Taiwan during WWII 
between H.M. Cheng and Patrick Cowsill. 2007 - 2009. 
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that seems to be the consensus, give or take a few thousand, with 80,000 serving as 

soldiers and sailors, 126,000 in noncombatant roles as translators, nurses, porters, 

prostitutes, sex slaves and so forth, and 30,300 ultimately paying for it with their lives. 

Trefalt is more exact: 126,750 noncombatants and 80,433 soldiers, with around 

16,000 recruited from volunteer programs. Leo Ching’s Becoming Japanese backs up 

these figures exactly. Working from a 1973 report from the Taiwan Ministry of 

Health and Welfare, Ching expands, pointing out an official death toll of 30,304 

individuals, of which 2,146 were military and 28,158 were civilians. Writes Ching: 

“The high percentage of death for civilian employees (22.2 percent) underscores the 

perilous and unprotected roles the Japanese assigned to these ‘noncombatant’ 

personnel”.6   

In following the case of Nakamura Teruo, an Ami (阿美) Aboriginal recruit in the 

Japanese Imperial Army who hid in the jungles of Indonesia until 1974 not knowing 

the war was over, Trefalt, with bearing to this thesis, discusses the fluidity of the 

Taiwanese, in particular Aborigines. As Nakamura had lived in isolation for 29 years, 

he was unaware of Taiwan’s reversion back to Chinese control when he was found. 

When asked to state a preference, he expressed an indifference to the whole concept 

of nationality.7 At the time, the basis of Nakamura’s service and others of Aboriginal 

descent was debated: Had Nakamura been effectively conscripted or had he indeed 

truly volunteered?  

In A Taste of Freedom, Peng Ming-min’s account of his student days in Tokyo during 

the war casts some doubt on how stringently the draft was enforced, or if it had even 

existed in a full-fledged sense: “As a colonial subject, I was not subject to 

conscription, but I had the privilege of volunteering. In Formosa itself, thousands 

were being obliged to volunteer. A few were accepted into the regular military service, 

but the majority were drafted to form a labor corps sent overseas for duty behind the 

front lines”.8 Peng’s tongue-in-cheek oxymoron “obliged to volunteer” is not lost on 

the reader. In it, Peng opens up another can of worms as there was a murky issue of 

legality involved at that time. Essentially, the Taiwanese (and the Koreans as well), 

                                                 
6 Ching, Leo T.S. Becoming Japanese. Los Angeles: University of California Press. 2001, 211. 
7 Beatrice Trefalt. Japanese Army Stragglers and the Memories of War in Japan, 1950 – 1975. 
Florence, Kentucky: Routledge. 2003, 164. 
8 Peng, Ming-min. A Taste of Freedom. Taipei: Taiwan Publishing Co. 1972, 32. 
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not being Japanese nationals, were ineligible for military service under the law. To get 

around the stickiness of it all, they were only hired, much the same as private 

contractors in Iraq starting in 2003. This technicality combined with privacy laws 

recently passed in Japan helps to account for the unavailability of records in Japan 

right now. We read or hear that 1,000 Taiwanese men served in Shanghai in 1937 and 

yet cannot find records on the nature of this service. Why? They were paid as 

employees, not soldiers.  

Nakamura, unlike Peng, had clearly made a decision on getting into the military. In 

fact, in his village, young men were genuinely excited join. A trip to his hometown in 

Taiwan by journalists seemed to confirm this account, as every interviewee claimed to 

have volunteered. To them, inclusion in the Japanese Imperial Army meant a special 

status of equality or even superiority over ethnic Taiwanese. Aborigines were praised 

for their prowess and bravery on the battlefield and their service was coveted. The 

Japanese viewed Taiwan’s Aborigines as experts in jungle survival and guerilla 

warfare. In fact, Aboriginal soldiers were considered among the finest in the Japanese 

army and were openly admired for their ability to set traps and ambushes, find edible 

food in the jungle, path-find and nighttime fight. A Takasago Volunteer Unit (高砂義

勇隊), a legendary battalion of Aboriginal soldiers, was even considered instrumental 

in the Japanese victory at Bataan in the Philippines, which led to the island’s fall and 

surrender of 76,000 American and Filipino troops.9 Several Taiwanese scholars have, 

it is worth pointing out, taken issue with such assertions. For them, Aborigines had 

once led peaceful and safe lives. Now they were victims of Japanese colonialism.10 

Others, such as editors Liao Ping-hui, David Der-wei Wang and the many essayists of 

their Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895 – 1945, point out Taiwanese males, 

instead of seeking preference in volunteering and cooperating with conscription 

policies, merely thought they were fulfilling their duty as loyal subjects and later 

citizens of the Japanese realm. Shih-jung Tzeng, through his intriguing analysis of 

mobilization during the Second World War through the eyes of vet diarists Chen 

Wancheng and Wu Xinrong in From Honto Jin to Bensheng Ren: The Origins and 

Development of Taiwanese National Consciousness, unequivocally backs the 

                                                 
9 Dyess, William E. Bataan Death March: A Survivor’s Account. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 
Press. 1944, xii.  
10 Beatrice Trefalt. Japanese Army Stragglers and the Memories of War in Japan, 1950 – 1975, 
170-72. 
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assertion up. Taiwanese of service age referred to the Japanese imperialist in the first 

person with the utmost of ease. They eagerly took up arms when the call came. 

Putting the figures aside, the historian can now move on to the more important task of 

tracing the evolution of Taiwanese involvement, from one of volunteerism to 

conscription, and in doing so, the topic of whether volunteerism ever existed. 

According to sources, Japanese recruiting officials coerced and tricked many a 

Taiwanese individual. The British Consul stationed at Danshui, writing in what was 

labeled “top secret”, states Taiwanese were in a way volunteering for service as early 

as 1937 in China. In Taiwan Political & Economic Reports: 1924 – 1941, Consul C.H. 

Archer states: “the Formosan public continues to accept with resignation the 

consequences of the war, and there have been no signs of discontent or criticism. 

Public participation in demonstrations organized to mark the progress of hostilities is 

apparently enthusiastic, and response to calls seems to have been satisfactory”.11 

Archer continues, explaining in 1938, the Formosans saw Chiang Kai-shek as the 

villain and Japan as a “rescuing angel”.12 Archer confirms Taiwanese volunteers 

were in that very year recruited into the Japanese Imperial Army: “On the 26th of 

April a group of about 1,000 Formosan farmers, known as the ‘Patriotic Agricultural 

Corps,’ left for Shanghai where, it is stated, they are to engage in the cultivation of 

vegetables for the troops in China. Recruitment was voluntary, and the number of 

applicants greatly exceeded the number required”.13  

While it is certain many Taiwanese volunteered whole-heartedly for service and did 

so for wages, principle, the belief they would be compensated with land, prestige, 

preferential treatment for their parents, inclusion in Japanese society and peer 

pressure, as one oral history indicated in the statement “all my friends were joining 

up”, there can be little doubt that the word “volunteer” was loaded. To volunteer did 

not always mean to join or act of one’s own free will. In an earlier letter, Archer 

stresses the volunteer as seen by the Japanese in two ironic accounts. He writes: 

“Under the name of ‘voluntary contributions’, the Tudor system of benevolence was 

well-developed in Formosa even before the present conflict began. It was especially 

favored by the police, who would solicit ‘voluntary subscriptions’ for such purposes 
                                                 
11 Jarman, Robert L., ed. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941. 
Slough: British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. 1997, 609. 
12 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 610. 
13 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 613. 
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as the erection of a police-box; their victims would naturally know better than to 

refuse”.14 Archer relates an anecdote of a Taiwanese woman who goes to the bank to 

withdraw one thousand yen so her daughter can study in Japan. She is handed nine 

hundred yen however and thanked for the one hundred yen donation to the patriotic 

defense funds.  

How the Taiwanese volunteered their services, time and cash are repeatedly found in 

Japanese reports; it seems “forced to” or “were dragged kicking and screaming” were 

not in the Japanese rubric. Whether the Japanese purposely employed a tone of 

facetiousness or they truly did not know some Taiwanese were unwilling, that they 

were protesting only doing so silently, is difficult to gauge. The consul, in discussing 

the hysteria of the Japanese and the fear the Taiwanese lived in leading up to the war, 

called “spy fever”, paints a picture of Taiwan not nearly as cooperative as the 

Japanese would have it. He begins with an ironic tone: “It is officially proclaimed that 

Formosan opinion is unanimous, but the nervousness of the authorities belies their 

protestations” before moving on state the usual reasons the Taiwanese might have for 

not following like sheep: resentment of the police, general suspicions and envy based 

on discrepancies in living standards.15 All arguments aside, one point stands out: if 

volunteerism was so successful, if so many Taiwanese wanted to volunteer, why did 

red sheets, or draft cards, become necessary in 1943?  

Resisting the war or the Japanese in general was difficult due to the baojia system. 

Based on an older Taiwan, the baojia had been enforced since the arrival of Koxinga 

(鄭成功) in 1661.16 Edward Chen takes up the baojia in “Japanese Colonialism in 

Korea and Formosa: A Comparison of the Systems of Political Control”, explaining 

how the program reigned in the Taiwanese. Starting up again in 1898, ten households 

were lumped together to form one bao.17 If any crimes were committed, especially 

acts detrimental to Japanese control, all of the families were punished. Each bao had a 

leader, usually an elder, responsible for census registration, epidemic reports, natural 

disaster preparation, the prevention of opium smoking, repairing of streets or bridges 
                                                 
14 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 525. 
15 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 
522-23. 
16 Shepherd, John Robert. Statecraft and Political Economy on the Taiwan Frontier – 1600-1800. 
Taipei: SMC Publishing, Inc. 1993, 91-104.   
17 The Japanese allowed the boajia system to lapse for the first three years of the colonial era, from 
1895 to 1898. 
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and population movement reports.18 Under such a net, we can see how mass paranoia 

and intolerance for any kind of deviance was spread and can surmise the system was a 

powerful inducer for young men to “volunteer” for military service earlier on or make 

it almost impossible to dodge conscription at a later date. 

In his letters, H.M. Cheng succinctly addresses the baojia system in terms of history 

and the Japanese, claiming the official version has always been it was first proposed 

and implemented during the Song Dynasty. According to Cheng, the system derived 

from martial law and was based on units of ten, with ten families equaling one bao, ten 

baos equaling one big bao and ten big baos making one capital bao. Each bao was led 

by a baozheng (保正) of a certain ranking, called a “ho” in Japanese. The colonizers 

even imported a similar system for domestic use at some point in their history. One 

important feature of the Japanese system was that, unlike that in China where 

baozhengs were more or less elected by the populace, in Taiwan they were appointed 

by, and were part of, the police system. Some tweaking apparently went on when the 

Japanese took over, especially for the purpose of census data collection.19  

Asked for more specifics, Cheng admitted he did not recall boazhengs in Danshui as a 

little boy. He did vaguely remember his grandmother’s mentioning a certain baozheng 

in passing. The police station was only a stone’s throw from his house and probably 

why no baozheng was appointed in their area. In any case, respected village elders they 

probably were not because they worked for the police. While some may have been 

loyal to their neighbors, others were dubious informers, once again underlining the fear 

and uncertainty many Taiwanese felt heading into the Second World War and most 

likely attributing to the climate of spy fever that made it risky to oppose such things as 

conscription on any level. Cheng agrees it was also a matter of perspective; he would 

not be surprised had there existed enforcers of the draft law. But his father went to war 

because the local medical society chairman picked him, not some baozheng’s decision. 

He sailed out on the Shinsei Maru, January 12, 1945 as a medical conscript.20 

                                                 
18 Chen, Edward. “Japanese Colonialism in Korea and Formosa: A Comparison of the Systems of 
Political Control”. Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies. Vol. 30. 1970, 154. 
19 Cheng, H.M. and Cowsill, Patrick. Letters: A Personal Correspondence on Taiwan during WWII 
between H.M. Cheng and Patrick Cowsill. 2007 - 2009. 
 
20 神靖丸: 紀念不幸陣亡的台灣醫師和醫療人員: Shinsei Maru Roster. 
http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=dfgkv8bx_10hm84hkg4&hl=en (accessed January 30th, 2009).  
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The baojia under the Japanese evolved out of the Triple Guard System, instituted 

under Gentaro Kodama (兒玉源太郎), Taiwan’s fourth governor-general, in 1898, 

whereby the police were granted far-reaching powers in order to maintain social order. 

Faced with repeated uprisings during the early years of colonization, Kodama gave 

the police power not only to enforce the law but also required them to act as civil 

administrators, census takers tax collectors and, most importantly, household 

registration system administrators, as explained by Katz in “Colonial State and Local 

Society in Southern Taiwan: The Historical Background of the Ta-pa-ni Incident of 

1915”.  

Katz underlines some of the drawbacks of the system, which also could speak to a 

genuine participation later on the part of the Taiwanese in World War Two. First, it 

was to lead to an everlasting game of “us and them”. He writes: “In general, the 

police system functioned with remarkable efficiency, and proved instrumental in 

Japan’s efforts to keep control over its new colony”.21 The historian introduces a 

major problem underlying this form of control, one that makes us think a 

wholehearted participation on the part of the Taiwanese could have never been 

possible: “No Taiwanese was promoted to the rank of full patrolman until 1911, while 

only a few Taiwanese ever made the rank of lieutenant, and not a single Taiwanese 

served as captain during the entire Japanese colonial era”.22 Katz carries on in this 

vein, drawing on the embitterment and disillusionment the populace must have had 

throughout the colonial era: “the police proved to be an intrusive presence for the 

Taiwanese at the best of times, and if corrupt or brutal officer were assigned to one’s 

village they could make life unbearable, especially if they were given the power to 

summarily administer floggings. 

Many identified police abuses and brutality as the main reason for their discontent 

with the colonial authorities. Books by Manny Lawton, Some Survived: An 

Eyewitness Account of the Bataan Death March and the Men Who Lived Through It, 

Hampton Sides, Ghost Soldiers: The Epic Account of World War II’s Greatest Rescue 

Mission, William E. Dyess, Bataan Death March: A Survivor’s Account, Gene 

                                                 
21 Katz, Paul R. “Colonial State and Local Society in Southern Taiwan: The Historical Background of 
the Ta-pa-ni Incident of 1915”. Taipei: Academia Sinica. 2003, 26. 
22 Paul Katz. “Colonial State and Local Society in Southern Taiwan: The Historical Background of the 
Ta-pa-ni Incident of 1915”, 26. 
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Jacobson, We Refused to Die, Terence S. Kirk, The Secret Camera, A Marine’s Story: 

Four Years as a World War II POW, Oliver Red Allen, Abandoned on Bataan: One 

Man’s Story of Survival and Iris Chang, The Rape of Nanking all speak of Japanese 

atrocities during World War Two, deeds so astonishing in the breadth of their cruelty, 

vengeance, immaturity and perversity we realize some Taiwanese would have been 

alienated by the Japanese attitude but nervous if not scared to refuse a suggestion to 

“volunteer” for service in the military or do anything else for that matter.  

Writing on the Japanese colonial government in “Under Japanese Rule”, A.J 

Grajdanzev understates the contribution of Japan to Taiwan’s economic development 

before once again picking up a theme of a self-serving police state: “Part of the 

expenditure is spent on education, health, irrigation works and for similar purposes; a 

much larger part is spent on the up-keep of the government apparatus . . . But a 

considerable portion of the budget has been spent on making Taiwan a first-class 

military base. An elaborate of railways and motor roads, of telegraph, telephone, and 

radio communications, harbors with complete repair facilities, airfields with all the 

necessary installations – all of these were built with means collected from the 

population of Taiwan. All these represent ‘Japanese investments’ on the island”.23  

Edward Chen in “Japanese Colonialism in Korea and Formosa: A Comparison of the 

Systems of Political Control” also brings up the differences between the 

parliamentary democratic system enjoyed by citizens of Japan and the repressive 

police state instituted in Taiwan. Writing on the position of the governor-general of 

Taiwan, the highest bureaucratic office in Taiwan, Chen states: “before 1919 only the 

high ranking military officers in active service were eligible for the position”.24 After 

1919, non-military could hold the post, but in the 1930s, the office reverted to 

pre-1919 conditions. The stern inflexibility of the Japanese in governing Taiwan gives 

the historian a glimpse into the harsh reality of Taiwan leading into the Second World 

War. The level of stress a population facing military recruitment was brought under 

was undeniable.  

                                                 
23 Grajdanzev, A.J. “Formosa (Taiwan) under Japanese Control”. Pacific Affairs. Vol. 15, No. 2. 
September, 1942, 315. 
24  Edward Chen. “Japanese Colonialism in Korea and Formosa: A Comparison of the Systems of 
Political Control”, 127. 
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There are always two sides to any story. There are those who actively sought to join 

the Japanese Imperial Army, like those who competed for limited spots in the 

before-mentioned Takasago Volunteer Units (高砂義勇隊). Others took pleasure in 

serving. One wonders reading accounts of a few of the more vicious Taiwanese 

guards at the Kinkaseki (金瓜石) POW camp outside of Taipei were nicknamed the 

“Runabouts” by English detainees for their lack of order and discipline. In Banzai You 

Bastards, Jack Edwards, himself a POW in Taiwan for more than three years, goes to 

great lengths to detail the cruelty and inhumanity of the Japanese and Taiwanese 

soldiers assigned to guard POWs. But in his descriptions, we can see both were also 

victims of institutional violence ingrained within the Japanese Imperial Army, which 

kept everyone on their toes and living in a state of fear. Furthermore, the historian 

cannot help but wonder if we witnessed guards taking out their displeasure at being 

pulled out of a family setting through conscription on POWs.   

We see assorted accounts of defiance that lead us to believe the Taiwanese were 

occasionally the most unwilling of participants. In describing POWs used as slave 

labor in the construction of an airstrip at Ranau, Gavan Daws captures the plight of 

one such unlucky individual in Prisoners of the Japanese: “Only six prisoners 

survived Sandakan-Ranau, all of them Australians, and only by escaping . . . Almost 

twenty-four hundred Australian and British prisoners were dead, many times the 

number of Americans who died on the death march out of Bataan. One Formosan 

guard at Ranau could not stand what was happening; he tried to “kill the Japanese 

captain and three other Japanese, then blew the top of his own head off”.25 Indeed we 

see again and again the acts of defiance toward the Japanese and kindness toward 

POWs. Gene S. Jacobsen also mentions the affinity Western POWs had for 

Formosans they came across on the hell ships in We Refused to Die: My Time as a 

Prisoner of War in Bataan and Japan, 1942-1945: “The crew members of our ship 

were all Chinese, and we constantly tried to get up-to-date news from them. As it 

turned out, they, too were prisoners”.26 In “Taiwan’s Darker Past: Emerging Histories 

of the World-war II Prisoner of War Camps”, Michael Hoare writes, zeroing in on 

guards from the 15 POW camps situated around Taiwan: “while the Japanese were 

                                                 
25 Daws, Gavan. Prisoners of the Japanese: POWs of World War II in the Pacific. New York: Quill. 
1994, 327.   
26 Jacobsen, Gene S. We Refused to Die: My Time as a Prisoner of War in Bataan and Japan, 
1942-1945. Salt Lake City: The University of Utah Press. 2004, 175. 
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invariably proud to give their name and rank, Taiwanese soldiers and ‘hanchos’ 

invariably concealed their names”.27 We can see Taiwanese conscripts understood 

the precarious position the Japanese had put them in. 

Taiwan paid a heavy price for the Second War. 75 percent of her infrastructure was 

smashed and thousands of civilians left dead after months and months of bombing 

raids. Thousands of her brightest and most talented young men were also dead on 

battlefront. Their comrades were stranded throughout Asia with no way to get home 

or, once they did get home, turned around and marched back out to fight again in 

China against the communists. For those who did go to China, a number ironically 

changed sides. In the 1949 battle of Shanghai, it has been reported the defending 

Kuomintang 21st Division “was utterly annihilated by the Taiwanese artillerymen then 

part of the 31st Red Army (before converting to the Red Army, they were part of 

Kuomintang 62nd and 70th Corps both defeated by the Red Army). The Kuomintang 

21st Division was responsible for the 228 massacre. They were machine-gunned to the 

last man”.28 

Volunteers and conscripts were stranded in North Vietnam and ended up fighting for 

Ho Chi Minh against the French. Many simply vanished, never to be heard from again. 

The Taiwanese veterans of the Second World War that did make it back were a 

complicated group. They did not get a simple honorable discharge and they did not 

return to a normal life. Many suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder. They were 

hiding to escape persecution. The thesis author wife’s grandpa, for example, fought 

but we do not know where because he kept it low key upon returning to Taiwan. He 

has since passed, taking that information with him. We only understand he fought in 

Nanyang (南洋), meaning Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos and Thailand but 

not Hainan). He may have gone either as a 軍屬 or 軍夫, most likely a combat marine 

as his son remembers he did see action. But these Japanese military classifications are 

often misinterpreted simply because they are rendered Chinese characters. Sometimes 

軍屬 (an employee of the military) is interpreted as the servant or slave of a soldier. 

                                                 
27 Hoare, Michael. “Taiwan’s Darker Past: Emerging Histories of the World-war II Prisoner of War 
Camps”. European Association for Taiwan Studies: Paris. March 2006. 
http://www.soas.ac.uk/taiwanstudies/eats/eats2006/46414.pdf (accessed December 1st, 2008). 
28 Cheng, H.M. and Cowsill, Patrick. Letters: A Personal Correspondence on Taiwan during WWII 
between H.M. Cheng and Patrick Cowsill. 2007 - 2009. 
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軍夫 (a man serving in the military, as in 夫婦, or man and wife) often gets mixed up 

with 軍伕, meaning a laborer.  

Many of the returnees continued to see themselves as Japanese citizens. Even today, 

elderly are sentimental about days gone by. That they mist up is not as ludicrous as it 

sounds. As stated, Japan built the railroads, highways, banks and the bureaucracy. 

Japanese engineers drained the malarial swamps and dug the silt out of the harbors. 

Modern hospitals, staffed by Western-trained doctors and nurses, were established. 

The new KMT government, on the other hand, left young men stranded all over Asia 

and did not take up the cause of personal compensation with the Japanese government. 

The Taiwanese veterans of the Second World War can just shake their heads in 

frustration as hundreds of thousands of KMT vets received pensions and housing 

(some 80,000 enjoy monthly stipends to this day) on the Taiwanese taxpayer. 

Meanwhile, these other Taiwanese senior citizens who also served their country are 

left out in the cold.  

The young men who received Japanese military training and who took to the streets 

on February 27th, 1947, the day preceding the 2-28 Massacre in their musty Japanese 

uniforms, were trained for service through combat. In a way, they were heeding the 

call of all those forsaken in the latter part of the 1940s. They are the people events 

bullied and pushed aside. But we must not forget what history is when we revisit their 

account. History is the grand sum of all humankind has experienced, and it is like a 

check. It is the completion of occurrences until now, ordered in terms of place, time 

and identity. History in this sense means what happened at a place in a time. It is also 

the historian’s investigation, hopefully objective, into historical occurrences, and his 

or her attempt to understand them.  
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1.3 Overview of Methodology 

1.3.1 Focus 

This paper rejects a pre-postmodernist framework that conveniently ties history up 

with a particular mode of thinking, such as Marxist, feminist, modernist, materialist, 

transcendentalist or any other -ist or -ism. Rather, it follows a reconstructive 

framework and strives to collect an account of World War Two veterans, setting the 

background of conditions they faced and recording first-hand information through 

oral histories that add to the historical record. Writes Alun Munslow: “history is 

presented as a written interpretive narrative” one that corresponds to “what actually 

happened because of the research carefully undertaken in the sources. [Historians] 

perform this research task believing in the ideal of objectivity and attempt to produce 

interpretations through value-free inductive and/or deductive method, and finally 

reach what is for them convincing historical explanations”.29 For such academics, 

their work does not lose its point of reference but rather corresponds with the truth. 

In rebuilding the story of Taiwan’s commitment to Japan’s imperial goals primarily 

from 1932 to 1945, this thesis paper adheres to the following precepts: epistemology 

or the belief that knowledge can be either proven or given a fair and full account 

through an alltagsgeschichte process, or the history of the everyday, approached in a 

Michael Oakeshott manner. Argues Oakeshott: “human experience recognized as a 

variety of independent, self consistent worlds of discourse, each the invention of 

human intelligence, but each also to be understood as an abstract and an arrest in 

human experience”.30 The “arrest” Oakeshott speaks of is to view history or the 

world from a singular standpoint, say a Marxist or feminist one. For Oakeshott, the 

human mind recreates a world in terms it understands. All of human experience is 

interrelated but not for a particular reason, contradicting once again commonly used 

intellectual frameworks. Oakeshott discusses the problem of historical accounting; 

seemingly, the rearrangement of history to meet political, socio, religious and other 

such means is a trend that continues to have traction. Histories should show “the unity 

of a world of ideas lies in [their] coherence not in [a] conformity or agreement with 

                                                 
29 Munslow, Alun. Deconstructing History. New York: Routledge. 1997, 36. 
30 Hughes-Warringon. Fifty Key Thinkers on History. New York: Routledge. 2000, 240. 
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any one fixed idea”.31 Such an approach encourages taking on intellectual rationalists: 

historians who believe they can apply rigid intellectual blueprints or templates to 

history must be challenged. In the latter, he does not stray from an epistemological 

standpoint. The historian must avoid loud, sweeping hypotheses and simply recover a 

past reality. The historian does not use ideology or theory to wrap up an account. A 

historian needs to avoid reducing history to a few pithy explanatory statements of why 

this or that happened, of sounding grandiose in saying stuff like: “It all comes down 

to . . . ”. To sum up, the historian simply tells what happened and little else. 

 

1.3.2 Separating History from Anthropology 

In interviewing and researching Taiwanese veterans of the Second World War, it is 

sometimes necessary to differentiate the anthropologist from the historian, 

remembering when it comes to field research and participant observation the methods 

of empirical social research and cultural anthropology cannot be wholly justified as 

historical research. Anthropological fieldworkers must study how to work with an 

entirely other, meaning a society unlike their own. From their endeavors, they are 

allowed to feel involved and even respond to their human cases of study. Historians, 

on the other hand, seek an undisturbed distance in their work. There are, of course, 

direct witnesses to more current periods of history. The historian can do a great 

service to his or her field by interviewing them, reflecting upon what they have 

witnessed and recording the information. Have no doubt about it: adding first-hand 

information to the record in a presentation of oral histories outweighs regurgitating 

something another person has already written. The historian merely needs to find a 

balance. 

An undisturbed distance however allows the historian quiet moments for original 

thought. By maintaining a distance, the historian cannot be obstructed by those he or 

she seeks to understand. For the anthropologic field-worker, the break with his or her 

previous life routine, called a “social death”, can bring about a scary step, but one that 

nonetheless must be made. Historians work differently. Their aim is to bring facts and 

                                                 
31 Oakeshott, Michael. Experience and Its Modes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1993, 36. 
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concepts out into broad daylight. The historian should make an effort to come closer 

to research objects mentally and intellectually, but this does not have to be absolute or 

100-percent controlling in the physical sense. The historian needs to understand who 

he or she is, namely, someone who works with people, events and objects often dead 

to this current time.32 Simply put, the historian is someone who takes advantage of 

first-hand research when chance avails itself or a lack of source resources forces such 

a step. The historian who fails to interview subjects when he or she has that option 

fails because he or she misses the chance to contribute something new to the record. 

The importance of collecting oral histories should not be underrated. But the historian 

who only pursues first-hand information fails to recognize or realize his or her field. 

 

1.3.3 The History of Everyday People  

An alltagschitchte, German for the history of everyday people, is an approach that can 

be taken when a subject has few source materials. One reason this topic lacks source 

materials is that Taiwan did not have a raft of intellectuals intent on telling the story 

of everyday Taiwanese.33 In the lead-up to the Second World War, Taiwan was not 

generally considered a country, certainly not as we see it now. It was a colony in the 

Japanese Empire. The intellectuals from Japan who wrote her story saw Taiwan for 

how she fit in the Japanese sphere – for her resources and territory, or curiosities such 

as Taiwan’s various Aboriginal groups. They wrote about the colonization of Taiwan, 

not about Taiwan itself. In turn, the Taiwanese people were not seen as Taiwanese 

people, but rather candidates for assimilation, the citizens or future citizens of a 

pan-Asian super-Japan.  

Many Taiwanese were educated to work in agriculture. They did not intellectualize 

but rather produced crops. Luckily, people who lived in Taiwan during the 1930s and 

1940s can still be interviewed. In such cases, historians generate their own sources 

materials. Testimonies must then be reevaluated for different reasons. In collecting 

oral histories, the historian must realize the participants were once indoctrinated by 
                                                 
32 Ludtke, Alf. The History of Everyday Life. Trans. by William Templer. Princeton, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press. 1993, 13.  
33 Literary figures such as Liu Na’ou (劉吶鷗) and Yan Kui (楊逵), both born in 1905, were 
cultivating a Taiwan nativist movement in Taiwanese literature by the late 1920s. They spent much of 
their careers overseas, in places such as China and Japan.  
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the Japanese or, in other words, an authority intent on the colonization of Taiwan and 

later by a KMT regime forwarding a policy of Sinification and with it a scrubbing of 

the Japanese record. Second, the KMT had just fought a bloody eight-year campaign 

against the Japanese.34 An interview from 40 years ago, granted during the era of 

White Terror when Taiwan was again a police state is most likely to be unfavorable to 

the Japanese. In generating first-hand sources and doing his or her part for the 

historical record by adding new material to it, the historian faces bumps in the road. 

He or she realizes the people who witnessed the Second World War or battled in it are 

70 years old at the very least. Age and health get in the way of lucidity, of giving 

clear picture of events that unfolded so long ago.  

 

1.3.4 Why a Reconstruction?  

For reconstructionists, facts come before interpretation. Such historians live by the 

following precepts: The truth is not a point of view. History and fiction are dissimilar. 

Values and facts are likewise dissimilar. The reconstructionist understands his or her 

stance must be value-neutral. This paper begins by detailing what took place leading 

up to the Second World War, when young males from Taiwan joined the Japanese 

Imperial Army, Navy and Air Force. Conveniently, the reconstruction allows the 

writer to avoid the pitfalls of becoming too political and appearing an agent for either 

side in the discussion of Taiwan’s identity today because “Reconstructionism and its 

positivist model-making derivative, constructionist history, rely ultimately on a shared 

belief in both the epistemological integrity of empiricism and a recoverable past 

reality ‘out there’”.35 In sum, the paper accepts reconstructionists need to try to 

discover what happened in the past and then to record it. 

In a reconstruction of volunteerism and conscription in Taiwan during the Second 

World War, we lack a far-reaching capture of the historical events. A reconstruction 

therefore will aid in filling out what happened. The paper lands on two significant 

dates, the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1932 and the Japanese institution of the 

baojia system in Taiwan in 1898 and then moves forward, filling in the blanks with 

                                                 
34 The Japanese invaded Manchuria in 1932. The Marco Bridge Incident occurred in 1937. 
35 Alun Munslow. Deconstructing History, 36.  
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dates, occurrences, statistics and first-hand testimonies through an oral history model. 

After finding something to stand upon, for example, glimpses of the mass hysteria 

leading to the institutionally sanctioned whipping up of spy fever that spooked 

Taiwanese society into further submission, historians can expand to the widespread 

acceptance of Japan as something the Taiwanese could accept, emulate, feel akin to 

and even aspire to take part in, of the baojia system that allowed the police to clamp 

down upon dissent, of the dates when Taiwanese were first admitted into the Japanese 

Imperial Army and second conscripted into the Japanese Imperial Army, the historian 

is able to move forward. From there, he or she begins the process of filling in the gaps 

and smoothing out discrepancies. 

 

1.3.5 De-centering of Analysis and Interpretation 

In The History of Everyday Life, German historian Alf Ludtke, looking to piece 

together the Second World War from the viewpoint of everyday Germans, writes 

about abandoning the “idea of big structures and large processes”. He points out that 

in such a framework, historians do not concern themselves with “how states and 

classes are formed”.36 Rather, the alltagsgeschichte concentrates on small units. 

Historians work at the “systematic de-centering of analysis and interpretation”.37 If a 

paper can imagine the small individual, who is not unlike anyone else, it can get a 

better hold on the historical account. 

Some charge, looking at the de-centering of analysis and interpretation, an 

alltagsgeschichte has a certain degree of resistance to theory. But there is a theory 

even though the classification of individual episodes and their systematization are no 

longer prioritized. Now it includes an “idea formulation” that includes individual 

developments, even if they cannot be synchronized, ironed out or made to fit a 

particular pattern.38 There does not have to be the historian generalizing to pull a 

thesis together. Ideas can be pieced together in a patchwork. They do not necessarily 

have a linear narrative either: “The patchwork accepts different if not contradictory 

                                                 
36 Alf Ludtke. The History of Everyday Life, 15. 
37 Alf Ludtke. The History of Everyday Life, 15. 
38 Alf Ludtke. The History of Everyday Life, 16. 
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moments to fit together without having to be directly linked to each other”.39 

Interestingly, this idea, though obviously not Marxist, works off a concept Karl Marx 

espoused. He called it “the uneven changes in forms of production or modes of 

interpretation revealing that opportunities for action by historical subjects were 

jumbled together in a kind of ‘patchwork’”, labeled a gemengelage by recent German 

historians.40 

 

1.3.6 Likely Sources 

1. American and Japanese military reports: for example, from October 12th, 1944 

when American planes first hit Taiwan right up to August of 1945, when the Japanese 

surrendered, the United States bombed Taiwan on a daily basis.   

2. Government inspectors or police: Taiwan was a police state. The police kept 

extensive records. 

3. Bureaucratic records: The American government has reams of these and they are 

available. Even though Japan engaged in the largest document destruction policy ever 

known following the Second World War, many records still exist. A lot of them are 

now stored in the United States, some of which have been translated. The Japanese 

government has been petitioning the United States to have them returned. Many 

fascinating bureaucratic records from this period are contained within the once 

confidential letters of the British and American Consuls. Both sets are declassified 

and published.   

4. Letters: The thesis author’s Grandfather flew missions over Taiwan and wrote back 

on his progress daily. Those records have been donated to the University of 

Tennessee. The thesis author has copies.  

5. Books: Western writers, especially Brits and Americans, are obsessed with this war. 

There are hundreds of books on the topic, many of which mention Taiwan at some 

                                                 
39 Alf Ludtke. The History of Everyday Life, 16. 
40 Marx, Karl. “Summary Transition: Non-Contemporaneity and Obligation to Its Dialectic”. Heritage 
of Our Times. Trans. by Neville and Stephen Place: Berkeley. 1990, 102.  
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point. Remember that POWs from stations in the Philippines, Hong Kong and 

Singapore, including very high ranking generals, were residents of POW camps in 

Taiwan. Others, aboard the infamous hell ships, docked in Taiwan’s harbors en route 

to Japan, Korea or Manchuria. Until now, Japanese and Taiwanese scholars have 

mainly kept accounts of Taiwan’s mobilization. An obvious language barrier keeps 

Western accounts from entering much of their work. The accounts of the POWs on 

this topic are, for this reason, very much virgin territory in Taiwan. 

6. Visual Testimonies: Taiwan’s history is known by those who witnessed it; they are 

walking around with it in their minds and memories. It is up to historians to contact 

them and record what they know for posterity.  

7. Oral histories: Through the systematic collection of living people’s testimony about 

their own experiences, oral histories are different from folklore and gossip, or what 

have you. The historian can proceed in creating an alltagsgeschichte and putting it 

next to data collected from visual testimonies. It is up to the oral historians to verify 

the findings, analyze them and place them in the correct historical context. For 

“Conscription Versus Volunteerism: Taiwan’s Commitment to WWII”, the thesis 

author has interviewed a dozen veterans of the Second World War. The interviews are 

filmed. They can therefore be reevaluated and shared with other historians for further 

analysis. 

8. Correspondence: The thesis author has been corresponding with World War Two 

veterans as well as the children and grandchildren of World War Two veterans. He 

will bring their opinions and feedback to bear in this thesis. 

9. Internet: Through the thesis author’s Web site, he has been able to collect 

information, especially on conscription. He posts his thoughts, findings, conceptions 

and often misconceptions as well and then waits for feedback. Besides being a 

wonderful source of information, the Internet also acts as tool to put researchers in 

touch with relevant individuals. 

 

 


