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Chapter Four 

Enforcement: Keeping the Conveyer Belt Moving  

Introduction 

In colonial Taiwan, the bureaucratic system relied on native leadership and local 

initiatives for control and mobilization. As already mentioned, local elites obtained 

access to low political stations in return for delivering native cooperation. Another 

aspect vital to enforcing the will of Tokyo was the police and their relationship to the 

baojia (保甲), referred to as hoko during the Japanese era, or system of community 

organization that this thesis will come to momentarily. Key to the success of the 

baojia was the concept of collective punishment. If one member of a community 

stepped out of line, the community as a whole paid the price. During the war years, 

baojia members and especially baojia leaders made sure communities anteed up in 

terms of contributions to the effort and kept Japanese officials, namely the police, 

abreast of the status of young men in their midst eligible for service in the military.  

Historians have frequently pointed to the lack of Taiwanese bureaucrats in the 

colonial government. Even during the height of mobilization, in the last two years of 

the war, Taiwanese officials comprised a small amount of the bureaucracy. At the 

very highest office, the governor-general’s bureau, 0.1 percent were Taiwanese. At 

the second wrung, 1.8 percent came from Taiwan. At the bottom level of the 

bureaucracy, a mere 3,673 (17.6 percent) of the deputies came from Taiwan.121 The 

questions are simple: How did the Japanese enforce their will on the Taiwanese? How 

did they get 200,000 Taiwanese to march off to the drums of war? As stated, many of 

Taiwan’s inhabitants felt a connection Japan. Some went further, viewing themselves 

as Japanese citizens. When the time came, these individuals simply volunteered and 

joined the effort. The Japanese pushed others and managed to keep intellectuals at bay 

by bringing up legal obligations. When the arguments broke down, intimidation kept 

a majority of the population cowed into subservience. An increasingly oppressive and 

violent regime in Tokyo was feeling the heat that came with setbacks in the Second 

World War. Instead of learning from mistakes, Tokyo grew more hardheaded and 

                                                 
121 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory, 114. 
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agitated, adopting new methods of countering those who would remind them of their 

failures. Gone was the healthy debate and criticism of the first 35 years of 

colonization. Fascist policies designed to keep the military-industrial complex in 

motion grew more neurotic yet at the same time firm.   

While the boajia system served to hold Taiwanese society locked down, a policy of 

the assimilation helped by first turning Taiwanese into subjects of the emperor and 

then citizens of Japan. Taiwanese, like it or not, would serve in a manner the Japanese 

expected. Taiwan suddenly had found herself meaningful in terms of geographic 

positioning. Now the island needed to do its part as the tip of the sword for southern 

Asian expansion. At the time conscription was first instituted, the war was going to 

pieces for Japan. Japan would suffer defeat at Coral Island in May of 1942 and then 

the Battle of the Midway a month later. The media faithfully did its role in reporting 

Japan was winning glorious battle after battle. But as stated, the cleverest amongst 

Taiwan society had learnt how to decipher media reports. They were able to discern 

what was really going down and sharing their suspicions with those around them. 

Fearing the war effort could become a source of ridicule or contempt, the Japanese 

government doubled up on damage control. Japan still meant to take every young man 

and natural resource she could locate. New and improved policies were laid out – 

traditional bastions of social control and support, namely the baojia system, media, in 

particular propagandistic media, and the police force were sandbagged with new 

funds, mandates, organizational experts and political support. Word from Tokyo was 

to keep the wheels turning. Every arm of the bureaucracy was to facilitate the 

grinding. All arms were responsible for bringing the Taiwanese population to answer 

the call and, when necessary, to heel.   

 

4.1 Boajia System 

Instituted during the Qing Dynasty and harking back a 1000 years to the Song 

Dynasty, the baojia was credited with maintaining order on the Taiwanese frontier 

over the centuries. Instead of replacing it, the Japanese chose to reinforce it even more 

stringently after taking control in 1895. As expressed in the First Chapter, the baojia 

worked in tens. At the core, ten neighboring families were bundled in a unit, called a 
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bao in Chinese, and made responsible for each other, with a threat of collective 

punishment hanging over their heads. Ten baos were then tied together creating a 

larger unit called a big bao, and up and up, until everyone was accounted for. Those 

falling outside the web were assumed to be bandits. They either quickly found a way 

to get inserted or faced incarceration or extermination. Besides providing the basis for 

the census and suppressing crime, the baojia served other interests vital in keeping the 

colony under the thumb of officials. Colonial administrators, through bao leaders, 

usually an elderly individual, employed the system to collect taxes and provide labor 

for state projects. During the Second World War, recruiters used the baos as a means 

to galvanize volunteers and summon conscripts. Boajia served the authorities as a 

means of keeping tabs on non-volunteers and making sure individuals did not dodge 

the draft.  

Understandably, resentment did from time to time occur, and was often directed at 

bao leaders, judged by many as quislings. Explained one participant, the son of a 

veteran: “I don’t recall any bao leaders in Danshui. That was before my time anyway. I 

do vaguely remember my grandmother’s mentioning a certain bao leader in passing. 

The police station was only a stone’s throw from our house, probably why no bao was 

appointed in our area. Most likely, in more remote or rural areas, the bao networks were 

more indispensable. In any case, respected village elders they probably were not 

because they worked for the police. From what I know: While some might have been 

loyal to their neighbors, others were dubious informers. It is also a matter of perspective. 

I don’t have any knowledge of their role during the war, wouldn’t be surprised that they 

were enforcers of the draft law. My father went to war because the local medical society 

chairman picked him, not some bao leader’s action”. At the same time, others accounts 

are conciliatory, and contradictory. According to Wang You-lin, rural eras did not feel 

the stress of the baojia. They were simply to far off the map of political power and were, 

not surprisingly, viewed as insignificant. 

When interviewed, Wang stressed there simply were not enough police officers to pull 

the baojia system under strict supervision: “In Pingxi, we only had three police officers 

to cover 71 square kilometers. So what could they do? But it didn’t matter one way or 

the other. Pingxi was comprised of blue collar workers. Everyone either farmed or 

worked for the local mining company. We didn’t have time, energy, inclination or 
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understanding to cause trouble. We were just common folk”. When asked about being 

served a draft notice, Wang emphasized it did not come down through the bao, or a bao 

leader, but rather a posting on the wall of the town hall: “This was our ‘news central’”. 

In Taipei and other urban centers, the bao wielded much more power. Besides serving 

draft notices to residents too busy to linger at the town hall, bao leaders became 

assistants to the police. Their duty was to report on any movement of the population, 

especially the presence of any stranger or suspicious characters. The same duty fell 

upon all members of the baojia. Anything that happened out of the ordinary was the 

responsibility of all of the bao members; everyone would be held liable. In this way, 

the concept of a draft dodger or deserter, or an escaped POW, became a much harder 

concept to fathom, especially when it could have consequences for one’s entire 

family.  

Not surprisingly, the boajia system was applied to the military in exactly the same 

fashion. Soldiers at all levels were banded together in tens. Each man was vulnerable 

to the behavior of those on his left and right, as well as himself. This was, of course, 

nothing new to Taiwanese recruits and when asked, all of the veterans interviewed for 

this thesis shrugged before moving on to more interesting and gory topics, such as the 

various methods used for collective punishment. Use of the boajia did however make 

a deep impression on Western soldiers taken as POWs, for even they were organized 

in such a manner. In the West, individualism easily trumps group collectivism as the 

ideal, and definitely the basis for the law. Little wonder many a POW was left bitterly 

questioning the justice of their Japanese captors.  

 

4.2 Propaganda 

Chapter Two explained a government policy of whipping up mass hysteria to keep the 

Taiwanese on their toes, dubbed “spy fever” by the British Consul C.H. Archer. 

Reporting back to London at different intervals, the consul explained: “Spy fever is 

still a popular topic in the press, and articles directing suspicion against foreigners 

continue to appear”.122 Later he again brought up the topic, suggesting the press 

                                                 
122 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 445. 
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media had a hand in the growing nuisances British travelers in and residents of 

Taiwan endured: “Press articles attacking foreign residents and travelers in general, 

and foreign consuls in particular as accredited spies, have continued during this 

year”.123 

The media played a vital role in first obscuring the war in China and then promoting it 

when Japan opened a Western front late in 1941. In the 1930s, the last thing Japan 

wanted was the Taiwanese finding out about the bloodier side of Japan’s involvement 

in China. In the lead-up to the war, the media portrayed any problem as one of 

“foreign making”. For instance, when there was a rumbling noise coming from deep 

under Taipei in early 1936, the police immediately blamed Westerners, in particular 

the bogey man Guy Fawkes, for plotting to blow up the city. It was revealed upon 

further investigation the Meiji Insurance Company of Japan had used dynamite to 

drill a well for their new compound, launching the sticks some 200 meters below the 

city and lighting them up.124  

By 1937, there were no daily newspapers being published in Chinese. Four papers 

published in Japanese paper were still reserving pages for Chinese press. The Taiwan 

Shimnimpo (Taiwanese owned) had two pages while the Taiwan Nichinichi Shimpo, 

the Taiwan Shimbun and the Tainan Simpo each had one. The Japanese government, 

answering repeated requests from the military, ended all Chinese pages in May 

1937.125  Following the Governors’ Conference in the spring of 1937, Chinese 

newspaper sections were completely discontinued. A mandate emerged from those 

meetings: the promotion of public health, organization of defense with more emphasis 

being put on air defense, better cultivation of the island’s resources and expansion or, 

in other words, redirection of industry. At the end of July 1937, 20-minute radio 

broadcasts were initiated out of Taipei. Every day, two broadcasts were made in 

Taiwanese (Hoklo) language, one in Chinese and one in English. At the same time, 

listening to foreign radio stations was banned. In the Japanese media, instances of 

Western support for Japan were played up, including American and Italian assistance 

in evacuating Japanese diplomats from Nanking and Shanghai. Interestingly, 

                                                 
123 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 459. 
124 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 432. 
125 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory, 
44-48. 
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Roosevelt’s Chicago address on October 5th, 1937 when the American president 

stressed the need to “quarantine” Japan, was completely omitted.126  

One cannot overstate the role of the media in the discussion of conscription in Taiwan. 

First off, if a government plans to institute such a policy, it needs to sell it to the 

general population. Otherwise, it risks wide scale social unrest, with, once again, 

scenarios such as those witnessed in the college towns across America in the 1960s, 

when young men publicly destroyed their draft notices. For this reason, a government 

must also popularize the concept of conscription with those it calls upon to peddle the 

war, namely the newspapers, other publishers and those who write for both. We see 

this in the flurry of activity that occurred in the 1930s and early 40s to shut down 

papers and also to control the language of publication: 

 

Taiwan Newspaper Established Last Date 

of Issue 

Location 

Taiwan Nichinichi Shinpo 1898 1944 Taipei 

Taipon Shinpo 1898 1944 Tainan 

Taichung Mainicchi Shinbun 1901 1944 Taichung 

Taiwan Industry 1909 1942 Taipei 

Taiwan Puck 1911(?) 1937 Taipei 

Higashi Taiwan Shipo 1916 1944 Hualien 

Takasago Puck 1916 1938 Keelung 

Taiwan Business News 1916 1938 Taipei 

Taiwan Ningpo 1923 1944 Tokyo 

Nanei Shinpo 1928 1937 Taipei 

Showa Shinpo 1928 1942 Taipei 

Taiwan Economic Times 1932 1937 Taipei 

Takao Sinpo 1934 1944 Kaohsiung 

Chart 4. Taiwan-related newspapers shuttered during the 1930s and 40s.127  

                                                 
126 Ritter, Kurt and Medhurst, Michael J. Presidential Speechwriting: From The New Deal To The 
Reagan Revolution And Beyond. College Station: Texas A & M Press. 2004, 27. 
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As hard as it may seem to believe, freedom of speech in the early days of the Japanese 

colonial era was not greatly hampered, which is intriguing as much as it is perplexing, 

as Japan was at this time struggling to pacify rebellious parties in Taiwan and also to 

curb public dissent across the board. The historian can only surmise: Were the 

Japanese less familiar with the scene of Taiwan’s media? Probably. After all, they had 

just arrived and did not see the lay of the land properly. Did they not understand the 

content of the papers? Probably. Few papers were published in Japanese in the late 

part of the 19th century. What seems more likely is the Japanese were still grappling 

with the role of the media in shaping public opinion. From the amount of freedom 

early publications had, the historian can see they had yet to fathom the power 

newspapers had over shaping public opinion.  

Newspapers were free to criticize every thing from bureaucratic stupidity and 

hypocrisy to corruption to the very notion of colonialism in Taiwan. As late as 1929, 

we get a sense of the newspapers and their mood, and freedom to express it, from the 

Taiwan Minpo statement: “We Taiwanese are not just slaves, we are slaves who have 

lost their nation”.128 Looking back, there can be little doubt about the power of the 

media to influence public opinion. Thousands upon thousands of books, reports and 

commentaries have been produced on the topic, and basically every authoritarian 

dictatorship and police state of the past one hundred years has sought to eliminate 

unpopular press. Even in the West during times of war, the governments have at times 

attempted to reign in the media, casting criticism that sparks healthy public debate as 

unpatriotic. By the 1930s the Japanese were learning the playbook and helping to 

write new passing routes. They were getting a handle on how to use the media to 

bring mobilization and other aims to fruition. Over a third of the population was 

literate and they read the papers regularly. Consent was being manufactured for 

Japanese projects of mobilization leading up to the war and carrying on through. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            
127 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory,  
78-79. 
128 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory, 171. 
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Picture 11. Political cartoon from 1899: “Rotten fish stored in pretty jar. Even if covered up it still 

stinks; it just won’t shut up”.129   

 

4.3 Martial (Police) State 

If media and baojia represented the soft hand in the enforcement of the emperor’s will, 

then the police occupied the fist. In no bigger way can Japanese colonial power be 

characterized, from the rough and rugged late days of the 19th century until deep into 

the Second World War, than by the massive police presence and the role it took in the 

laying out of the colony’s administration. In defining a police state, historians are 

unequivocal: a police state means any government that uses a martial presence to 

enact harsh and oppressive controls over the economic, social or political aspirations 

of the population. These controls include nationalistic symbols, such as flags and 
                                                 
129 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory, 89. 
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banners, xenophobia, disdain for human rights, zealous militarism, identification of 

enemies, preoccupation with security and directed media stresses. The Japanese 

managed to penetrate further into the towns, villages and hamlets of the Taiwanese 

countryside with such concepts in a manner even the Qing Dynasty, with 

Confucianism and claims of “5000 years of undisturbed historical progression” could 

not have fathomed. And she succeeded thanks primarily to her police force. The 

police force, along with the baojia not to mention other forms of the bureaucracy to a 

lesser extent, was the key to controlling the Taiwanese population and putting it in 

gear for later mobilization.  

The role of the police, especially in outlying Aboriginal regions, was that of agent of 

the law, doctor, census taker, undertaker, teacher and park ranger wrapped into one. 

The police officer provided the link between the local population and colonial 

government officials. The sway the police held over public life can be clearly detected 

as far back as 1901, when a revision to the law gave police administrative power over 

local affairs. It was decided then the general board of the police could stand 

independent of the bureau of civil administration. In an odd twist, the 

commander-in-chief of police inspectors in cases of emergencies was empowered to 

command prefectural heads within the jurisdiction of his authorization.130 In other 

words, the police answered to pretty much nobody except those of the highest rank; 

furthermore, the police force outranked civil administration. It is of little wonder 

when the Second World War broke out, the police force was able to clamp down 

stronger on Taiwan than on Japan. The police force, which was highly centralized, 

served in the colony as a sort of backup force to the military. Back in Japan, citizens 

had the means and often inclination to complain if they did not agree with the politics 

of an increasingly fascist government. In Taiwan, they did not dare thanks in large 

part to the apparatus of the police. 

Commenting on the 1930s, veteran Lin De-hua elaborated in his oral history on just 

how deep the police network reached: “If a group of people stood around together, 

even just five, the police would soon come and tell them to go away”. The police in 

Taiwan were watching, taking notes and setting up contingencies for groups 

displaying any potential to rock the boat. In 1937, an impressive 105,000 yen was 

                                                 
130 Ping-hui Liao. Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945: History, Culture, Memory, 100. 
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siphoned off the draft budget for the establishment of foreign sections of the Taipei 

and Kaohsiung governments, specifically for the policing of foreigners. The purpose 

of these offices was to oversee Western residents and tourists in Taiwan as well as 

ships docking at Keelung, Kaohsiung and other cities.131 Now, Western tourists were 

required to apply at these particular branches for “interpreters” before they made their 

way out on any excursion. If they spoke the local language or Japanese, they were 

asked to put in for a “guide”. Sailors, yachtsmen, outdoorsmen and merchant marines 

were remarkably limited in their access to Taiwan. To leave a dock where their ship 

was anchored was next to impossible without a special permit from the new police 

office. Westerners happening to land in Keelung, obviously ignorant of the 

preconditions, most likely stayed in Keelung. In Kaohsiung, Taiwan’s other normal 

port, conditions were no more lenient.  

Among the first acts of the “Japanese” foreign police was to detain three British 

warships. In early October, 1937, when a ship’s commander refused to pay exorbitant 

tugboat fees, the police stepped in. One officer, detained briefly in Keelung, was 

released with a broken jaw. Not until an official complaint was registered at the 

Japanese Embassy in London did the Japanese promise an official inquiry into the 

incident. If the police were running roughshod in the eyes of Western visitors, the 

historian can only wonder how the Taiwanese people were taking to these measures. 

Heightened police presence in urban and rural centers alike had put the general 

population on alert. Taiwan, past its rebellious stage and halfway down the road to 

assimilation, was being served notice. Something was in the air. Japan, in pushing 

back against Western condemnation, was signaling things were about to change. They 

erected barricades around the cities. Locals were told to stay at home. If someone did 

venture out, they had better have a reason for it, and be ready to explain who they 

were too. Messing with a police officer was sure to bring swift and harsh reprisals. 

 

 

 

                                                 
131 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 460.  
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Picture 12. Zhang Chih-tien’s (張岐田) marine identification, necessary for traveling from city to city 
or, in other words, reporting for duty. 

 

 

4.4 Resistance  

“The Formosan public continue to accept with resignation the consequences of war 

and there have been [no] signs of discontent or criticism. Public participation in 

demonstrations to mark the progress of hostilities is apparently enthusiastic and 

response to calls for military service seems to have been satisfactory. Press 

propaganda naturally emphasizes the Chang Kai-shek regime [in China] as the 

villain of the [peace] and not the Chinese people”.132 

                                                 
132 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 603.  
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With exception to many Aborigines groups, who regularly pushed back against the 

Japanese and did so well into the 1930s, records of direct resistance to the police or 

any other bulwark of power have been scant in both militaristic and intellectual terms. 

From the tone of reports, it appears people in Taiwan went about their daily lives, 

enjoying the fruits of security, an improved infrastructure and a thriving economy, 

which escaped global recession and even received a boost from wartime mobilization. 

When Taiwanese folk did gather, out front of the corner store on a lazy Sunday 

afternoon for chess or for a bit of animated debate in a Western-sounding university 

club, a bipolar pattern of identity consciousness emerged. Taiwan, like any other 

place in the world at this or any other time in history, was split into camps: On one 

side, there were the animated young men, the neonationalists, who advocated for 

Japan. Staring across the table at them were the experience-wise generations 40 years 

and older, labeled the protonationalists. They took an opposite view. Holding a 

sentimental stance for the Qing Dynasty, all chaos aside, they pointed to the previous 

government that had, instead of blocking their participation in Chinese culture, 

espoused it. There were usual animosities: liberals versus Marxists, pacifist 

anti-colonialists versus the militant pro-colonialists and so on. There were those who 

looked to the West in opposition to those who thought Japan was the way of the 

future. The groups were varied enough to give anyone keeping score a headache. 

Their influence, while miniscule in reach and range in comparison the bulldozer that 

was Japanese ideology for imperial expansion, is worth considering as they did 

influence minds and win hearts from time to time.  

While many of the younger generation leading into the Second World War were 

soaked in Japanese myths as well as reality, meaning not only the greatness of the 

rising sun but also how Japan had pulled Taiwan out of quagmire of primitive 

superstition, rebellious chaos and frontier hardship to make the island a disease-free 

economic heavyweight, the second richest country in all of Asia after Japan herself, 

the older 40-plus generations were pushing back. States British Consul C.H. Archer: 

“To them, the Japanese is the invader who has secured to himself all the pleasantest 

and most lucrative jobs, who, with his arrogant and high-handed methods, has done 

little to conciliate those whom he has displaced. By such, all Japanese activities are 

viewed with cynical distrust, but they have learned by experience to keep their 
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feelings to themselves”.133 Japanization of the Taiwanese was a game the Japanese 

could never completely win. But they were still effective players in the game. 

Identity was drawn on ethnic and racial lines. The older generation, racially speaking, 

felt humiliated by the Japanese. The Japanese constituted for a small fraction of the 

population, yet they occupied most of the positions of power. Resistance did not mean 

rearming the militias and “taking to the hills” but rather action along the lines of the 

Muhammad Ali axiom when, as an African American, he refused conscription into 

the Vietnam War with these words: “I’m not fighting for any country that treats me as 

a second-class citizen”. They were more obstinate – more likely to hold their sons 

back from service in a Japanese military. The older generation believed the Japanese 

treated them as second-class citizens and sometimes not even citizens at all. But they 

were the “Han Chinese”! Their mythology told them the Japanese had based 

everything from the use of chopsticks and writing to the implementation of the baojia 

system on ancient Chinese wisdom. Now, they simply wanted to know the following: 

who were these young upstarts, these impertinent whippersnappers, to be issuing 

orders? Resistance came in the form of racial rejection, of seeing the Japanese, though 

superior in terms of organization, might and modernization, inferior in terms of 

culture and history. The Taiwanese had convinced themselves they had been around 

thousands of years longer than any other people in the Asian sphere. 

Both racism and xenophobia, or the dislike of outsiders, gave Taiwanese individuals 

the urge to resist. In terms of Taiwan and relating to colonization by the Japanese, it 

has been argued that Taiwanese racial resistance was the result of national low 

self-esteem as much as anything. Writes Shih, “During the Japanese era, while the 

Taiwanese were constantly degraded as Manchurian slaves, Taiwanese countered 

with “four-legged” in private, meaning dog”.134 In the word dog, a sort of impurity 

was implied; the dog symbolized a contrast to the Han purity Taiwanese supposed 

they represented. To better understand racial resistance, cultural psychologists have 

categorized racism by degrees of severity. These include aversive racism or the belief 

that distance should be maintained between the in-group and out-groups, 

ethnocentrism, which advocates that ethnic groups are culturally different and 

                                                 
133 Robert Jarman. Taiwan: Political and Economic Reports – 1861-1960, Volume 7: 1924-1941, 610. 
134 Shih, Cheng-feng. “Imagining Taiwan: Nation, Ethnicity, and Narrative”. Council for Cultural 

Affairs. Taipei: Executive Yuan. 2004, 257. 
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therefore should be separated from in-groups, symbolic racism, which in addition to 

adhering to the precepts of the two previous categories also calls for out-groups to be 

limited in terms of legal rights and finally biological racism, stressing racial 

differences as a basis for making laws.   

Aversive racism is manifest in the social distancing of in-groups from out-groups. A 

proponent while believing everyone should have the same rights is of this mind: “I 

think you have the right to live wherever you want, but I’d rather you didn’t live in 

my building”. In the explanation of ethnocentrism, of the view of the world where a 

culture puts its own group at the center of everything, with all others scaled and 

related to that group, we can also see several items at play in Taiwanese resistance 

culture. Language, perhaps more than any other factor, stresses this point with words 

like Zhongguo (中國) or “Center Country” referring to China and thus appealing to 

many of the older generation in Taiwan during the 1930s and 40s and Zhongguo Ren 

(中國人), “Center Country’s People” as opposed to Waiguo (外國) for “Outside 

(Center) Country” and Waiguo Ren (外國人) meaning “Outside (Center) Country 

Person”. Shandi Ren (山地人), or “Mountain-based Person”, was the term that melted 

all of Taiwan’s culturally varied Aboriginal groups into one and located them in 

Taiwan’s mountains – to areas the ancestors of the Taiwanese living during the 

Japanese colonial era had driven them.  

On a less gut-felt premise, acceptance of the Japanese mindset in the incorporation of 

Taiwanese people eventually leading to conscription was equally offensive to other 

groups within Taiwan. Intellectuals wasted little time in drawing European 

distinctions. Emancipation would come in one of two forms: Marxist or liberal. 

Marxism and liberalism were the two major forms of rationale that cut across 

Taiwanese anti-colonial structures in the period leading up to the Second World War. 

The former felt adamant in a declaration that “total liberation of the oppressed and the 

route to self-determination for colonized” reverberated throughout the Taiwanese 

countryside, and undoubtedly played on the mind of the individual and more strongly 

on the parents of the individual being pressed into service.135 The latter, underlining a 

country’s right to self-autonomy contrasted itself with the former, characterized as 

                                                 
135 Leo Ching. Becoming Japanese, 58.  
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bunch of effeminate urbanite’s political inclination to demand a right for 

self-determination, social and legal equality and final self-rule for the group in 

question.  

In closing, observers have argued Taiwan once had a healthy resistance and that it 

took until 1915 for the Japanese to declare Taiwan “free of bandits”. The fierce 

resistance to the Japanese during this period has been credited with the lack of 

resistance later on. Simply put, the Japanese, after some 20 years of fighting, 

eliminated a large proportion of those capable of creating and leading an organic 

Taiwan resistance or simply wreaking havoc. Their point is Taiwan’s meekness did 

not accurately reflect the Taiwanese character but rather the brutality of the police 

state Japan forced the island’s residents to endure and their assessment is more than 

fair. Be that as it may, by the time the Second World War rolled around, resistance 

movements had basically ground to a halt. There were no organized groups to protest 

the policies that sent young volunteers and conscripts off to war. At most, the 

resistance movement consisted of solitary individuals complaining for themselves or 

immediate family members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


