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Chapter Six  

Conclusion 

Introduction 

In 1979, Aboriginal family members traveled to Japan to reclaim the spirits of their 

fallen family members. The spirits of all war dead were interred at the Yasaguni 

Shrine in Japan. They were also interested in being paid reparations and pension, as 

per other veterans living in Japan.150 Such feelings have not been reserved to the 

Aboriginal minority that served during the Second World War. Numerous groups 

have formed recently to request compensation for sacrifices made and to demand the 

Japanese government address other grievances. The list is long and includes unpaid 

wages, conditions of slave labor, torture and sex slavery. Not all of the anger is 

directed at the Japanese either. Many Taiwanese veterans of the Second World War 

do not feel they have been treated fairly by the Taiwanese government, but do not 

bother to have a voice because, as Wang You-lin (王有霖) put it in his oral history, 

organizations focused on compensation are poorly run. Others, such as Luo Tung-hui 

(羅登輝), complain KMT veterans were given travel allowances of NT$20,000 to 

return to China to visit relatives while Taiwanese veterans living on the other side of 

the Strait received nothing. Taiwanese war veterans of the Japanese Imperial Army, 

Navy and Air Force stress KMT veterans have received pensions, housing and other 

perks, paid for by taxpayers in Taiwan while they have received none. To this day, 

almost 100,000 KMT veterans receive pensions, which come out of government 

coffers. Taiwanese veterans also say they have not received proper redress from the 

Taiwanese government for being forced to serve in China following the Second 

World War or for wages consequently owed.  

Sometimes, the actions of more prominent veterans can set off a firestorm. On May 

31st, 2007, former Taiwan president Lee Tung-hui announced he would visit Japan’s 

Yasukuni Shrine to pay homage to his elder brother, Lee Teng-chin, who perished 

serving in Luzon during the Second World War, and other veterans as well. Lee’s 

proposed trip was considered provocative to say the least as Yasukuni visits by former 
                                                 
150 Leo Ching. Becoming Japanese, p. 6 
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Japanese Prime Ministers Koizumi and Abe had already raised the ire of Beijing. 

Some of Japan's nastiest war criminals are honored at this site, men who have the 

blood of the Nanking Massacre, Singapore Massacre, Changi Prison Camp, Hong 

Kong Massacre, Hellships and Bataan Death March on their hands. Adding fuel to the 

fire, the shrine’s English Web site, asserted the following under the title of The 

Correct View of History: “There is no uncertainty in history. Japan’s dream of 

building a Great East Asia was necessitated by history and it was sought after by the 

countries of Asia. We cannot overlook the intent of those who would tarnish the good 

name of the noble souls of Yasukuni.”151  

All revisionist history aside, Lee’s visit was crucial to Taiwan’s understanding of 

herself. First, it was steeped in historical significance. As we know from studying 

history, 200,000 Taiwanese fought against China and the Allied Forces and 30,000 

died doing so. In Taiwan however people often overlook this point, or simply do not 

know it, in the rush to decry the Japanese for her behavior all over Asia, and in 

particular, the Nanking Massacre. Lee’s visit reminded Taiwanese society and 

Taiwanese soldiers was right there at Japan’s side. It gave us a more rounded, 

refreshed perspective.  

 

6.1 Distinctiveness of Taiwanese Conscription 

On the surface, the conscription of Taiwanese young men, and sometimes women, 

does not seem different from conscription policies in other countries that had colonies. 

During both the First and Second World Wars, Britain called upon her colonies for 

manpower and support. The images of Australians and New Zealanders slaughtered 

on the beaches of Gallipoli during the First World War and Canadian paratroopers 

shot out of the sky 27 years later at Dieppe serve as a grim reminder.152 When the 

historian digs a bit deeper however he or she finds locally elected governments, not 

appointed colonial authorities enforced conscription in these other places. In Canada, 

                                                 
151 The Web site later took down the comments. But the thesis author preserved them at his own Web 
site: Cowsill, Patrick. “Taiwanese Not Forced to Serve”. Patrick Cowsill, Wanhua Taiwan Blogspot. 
http://patrick-cowsill.blogspot.com/2007/06/on-may-31st-2007-taiwans-former.html (accessed May 
29th, 2009). 
152 Gallipoli resulted in 36,000 casualties for New Zealand and Australia. Dieppe resulted in death of 
over 1,000 Canadian (out of 6,000) landing with another 2,500 taken as prisoner. 



 105

the government for political reasons concerning Quebec decided to maintain a policy 

of volunteerism while in Australia, a referendum determined against conscription.153 

New Zealand’s government, taking a different route, promised to heftily fine any 

individual with the gumption not to report. Many people in all three colonies chose to 

volunteer because they shared an ancestral kinship with England, which was under 

threat.  

The people of Taiwan and Japan, on the other hand, did not share a common heritage 

lending itself to the natural promotion of volunteerism and conscription. With a 

multi-pronged progression, the Japanese were able to overcome this deficit. First, the 

Taiwanese were taught to think like the Japanese and admire her culture and 

achievements. At the same time, they were encouraged to fear anything foreign – they 

were exposed to the germs of spy fever. Then, moving on from education to 

assimilation, the Japanese converted the Taiwanese into Japanese subjects and later 

citizens. To hold everything firmly in place, the Japanese clamped down on Taiwan, 

creating a police state where freedom of expression was gradually eroded and the 

power of the authorities, in particular the police, enhanced. The boajia acted as a 

foundation for the police state, holding it place and allowing it to reach right down to 

the grassroots. Meanwhile, the police along with the media helped to limit the scope 

of the Taiwanese population. They blocked the island from getting news of the world 

and thus obtaining a rounded perspective that might teach the people to question 

whether Japan actually benefited Taiwan, the necessity of human rights or freedom of 

expression and other political and social rights more developed nations were 

beginning to enjoy. The media on its own, increasingly controlled and propagandistic 

as the Second World War unfolded, was represented the final stage. All of the phases 

moved in the same direction. They all had a similar interest at heart: promoting the 

will of Japan. Together, they were the track on which mobilization rolled. At the start 

of the Second War, when Japan only needed volunteers, they facilitated the process. 

Later, when Japan’s resources and manpower, education, assimilation, spy fever, the 

baojia system together with a police state and propagandistic media had already laid 

the groundwork for conscription to flow smoothly and seamlessly, from a limited 

action to an all-out, across-the-board call for new recruits.  

                                                 
153 French Catholics would have been unable to pledge allegiance to the British monarch, as he or she 
is also the head of the Church of England. 
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6.2 Final Thoughts 

In writing on the gathering of oral histories, Michael Frisch laments about how much 

emphasis there is on gathering them and little on sifting through them, and applying 

theory and methodology in the process. In this way, Frisch is talking like the historian 

described in Chapter One, someone who distances him or herself from the subject as 

much as possible. Instead of getting emotionally involved, the historian finds 

objectivity in distance. But then Frisch takes the argument in another direction: “Oral 

history has been fueled by a diversely grounded impulse to escape the bounds of 

academic history, to break the bonds of traditionally defined source materials and 

their implicit biases, to broaden participation in the process of historical interpretation, 

and to empower the people who actually make social history in their own 

lives . . . ”.154 Previously written histories are so scarred by prejudices and the beliefs 

of historians it one has to wade through them and find the truth. Maybe it is better to 

rip them up and start afresh.  

In approaching the Taiwanese people from Western accounts written 65 to 80 years 

ago, the historian is burdened with negative stereotypes. He or she must remember 

many of the writers were also first-hand participants to historical events. As ex-POWs 

or soldiers, they were understandably moved by their personal dislike of their subject 

matter. Another motivator for collecting oral histories right now is simple, though it 

may sound blunt: the older generation is passing. Soon the chance to get their 

accounts and anecdotes on paper and film will have vanished. There is little 

information available in terms of the Second World War as it is, and almost nothing 

on the mobilization of the Taiwanese population via to mechanisms such as 

volunteerism versus conscription. By adding to the record through interviewing the 

old veterans and by collecting oral histories, the historian can make him or herself 

useful in adding to the public record. In the future, perhaps this thesis can, if for 

nothing else, act as a steppingstone to other work on the Second World era. Surely, as 

the history of Taiwan becomes more important in the eyes of the Taiwanese people 

                                                 
154 Frisch, Michael. (1990). A Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft and Meaning of Oral and Public 

History. State University of New York Press: Albany, p. 159.  
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and outside world, eyes will turn to the elderly people in our midst and we will 

wonder at the culture gap or why many of these individuals feel a bond with Japan.  

Obviously, how Taiwanese wanted to identify themselves and were educated to 

identify themselves in the 1930s and early 40s continues to have a bearing in Taiwan 

today among the oldest generation. Not surprising, there were less strands of 

identification three or four generations ago than today. As stated in Chapter Two, for 

the earliest decades of the 20th century, Taiwan rested behind a Japanese cloak. The 

rest of the world could not see in or get in, and vice versa. By looking at the factors 

that gave rise to the mobilization of Taiwan during the Second World War, we can 

understand this tapestry better. Details such as when participants were uprooted and 

where they were sent, how they served, the path they took back, what became of them 

and how this influenced and has continued to influence Taiwan, will help to provide a 

fuller understanding of the history of this island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


