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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

    This chapter first introduces the background of the current English teaching in 

elementary schools. It will then spell out the motivation and the purpose of this study, 

followed by the significance of this research paper.   

 

1.1 Background and Motivation 

In Taiwan, the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum, established to meet the current 

demands of the society, was developed by the Ministry of Education (MOE) in 1997. 

Meanwhile, in 2001, English education was introduced into elementary schools at 

grade five and six (MOE, 2001a: 1-2). 

    According to the new policy of MOE issued in 1999, the compilation of the 

textbooks should follow the guidelines of the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum. This 

policy has made it possible for both textbook publishers to publish useful textbooks 

for schools to better implement their curriculum. Such an educational reform certainly 

had great influences on teachers’ instruction, curriculum design, material selection, 

which contributed to the student’s learning outcomes (Young, 2004). Many researches 

have shown that there is a positive correlation between textbooks and students’ 

learning outcomes (Tseng, 1997). This is true of the learning environment in Taiwan, 

in which classrooms are the main learning places for students to learn English while 

the English textbook is the main source for students to learn from. Wang (2001) also 

echoed that teaching and learning are primarily based on the textbook, which is the 
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main source of knowledge for students to learn from in class. And the quality of the 

textbook and how teachers use the textbook directly affect students’ learning 

outcomes (Shih, 1999). 

Here are three sources of the textbooks for the elementary English education in 

the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum. First of all, there are many imported materials, 

some of which have even been used for more than one decade in Taiwan, such as 

Let’s Go series published by Oxford University Press, and Hip Hip Hooray series 

published by Pearson-Longman. There are also many other imported textbooks to be 

on the market soon after the implementation of the elementary school English 

education. Second, many original publishers, who used to publish elementary school 

materials of other subjects, compile, and publish the English textbooks. Those local 

English textbooks have to pass the examination and inspection by MOE to be 

published in the market. Third, there are still other textbooks published by city 

governments. Take Hsinchu City government for example, they invited university 

professors and elementary school English teachers to publish series of English 

textbooks for elementary school students in Hsinchu City. Tainan City and Kaohsiung 

City governments also followed the step. However, due to the limited educational 

budget and sources of English teaching expertise, not every government could be able 

to compile and publish textbooks by itself. 

    However, a complete set of material should be designed, tried out, and then 

evaluated before its being used by the students (Chang, 2005). Due to the rapidly 

changing policies, publishers could not be able to catch up with the change, leaving 

the design of materials and the trial to be desired before the use of textbooks. Any 

modification, if any, was only intended to follow the governmental policies. For 

example, from 2001 to 2004, fifth graders started to learn English. But in 2005, the 
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policy changed; the English education began in grade three, which gave all the 

publishers a very busy job to do – they had to revise a series of materials to meet the 

demands as soon as possible. The quality of these textbooks could be a big problem. 

    According to Cunningsworth (1995), textbooks have multiple roles in language 

teaching. They could save teachers much preparation time and energy producing 

teaching materials by themselves before class (Lin, 2006). Since elementary English 

teachers may be the ones who can select textbooks for students and use them, it is 

necessary to do an evaluation among the current series of textbooks as a reference for 

elementary English teachers.       

 

1.2 Purpose of the Study 

All the current versions of textbooks are required to be compiled based on the  

guidelines of the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum and to pass the examination and 

inspection of the Textbook Compilation and Evaluation Committee appointed by 

MOE (Lin, 2006). After being examined and inspected, the merits and demerits of 

those textbooks should be released by their publishers or the National Institution for 

Compilation and Translation. Thus, all teachers would know whether the textbook has 

passed the examination and inspection. Simply put, an evaluation of the in-use 

textbooks is urgent and helpful for teachers.      

    Before the new semester of 2006 in September, versions of English textbooks 

were various and messy. Almost every publisher compiled at least two sets of 

elementary school English textbooks being inspected by the National Institution for 

Compilation and Translation. First, when English education had started from grade 

five, publishers compiled one set of textbooks for grade five and six. Then, based on 

the latest policy of MOE that English education should start from grade three, some 
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publishers compiled a new set of textbooks only for third graders to use, some 

compiled textbooks for grade three to five, and others compiled only for third and 

fourth graders. Thus, students in five and six grade were using the old set of the 

textbooks while those in third and fourth grade might use the new one, which was still 

not fully developed yet. As a result, situation of using elementary school English 

textbooks was a mess. 

    After the new semester of 2006 in June, the market of the elementary English 

textbooks improved. Almost every publisher had two sets of materials for teachers to 

choose for grade three to six. One was adapted from the original textbooks, and the 

other was a whole new set of textbook. Meanwhile, some of the original textbooks 

were eliminated. 

    In conclusion, to help both English teachers and the publishers understand the 

advantages and disadvantages of the in-use textbooks, the researcher adopted a set of 

questionnaire to evaluate them and to examine how they were selected in the 

elementary schools in Taiwan. 

 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

A general evaluation scheme that allows comparisons of the various textbooks is 

hard to find. However, this study will provide publishers suggestions for modifying 

their textbooks, including how teachers evaluate and select textbooks. In the long run, 

the English education in Taiwan will sure improve if quality of textbooks can be 

upgraded.  


