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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION 

 

    Teachers’ responses to questionnaires indicating their perceptions of textbook 

evaluation and selection for the latest English curriculum are described in detail in the 

previous chapter. This chapter focuses on discussing the results of the research 

questions. Suggestions are also provided for teachers and publishers in the last section 

of this chapter. 

 

5.1 Summary of the Results 

The subjects of the questionnaires were 239 teachers across Taiwan. Since the 

Nine-year Integrated Curriculum is inclusive of elementary and junior high school 

education, 79 questionnaires from teachers who used the versions of textbooks 

without any extension editions for junior high English curriculum would not be 

adopted. Through the 160 valid questionnaires, the in-use textbooks were evaluated 

and compared, with the result that even if some teachers had completely the opposite 

comments on the same version of textbooks, on average, there were no significant 

differences among those textbooks in any criteria.  

In the following sections, the researcher is going to discuss about the evaluation 

from teachers’ perspectives. 
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5.1.1 Teachers’ perspectives 

   Based on the results of textbook evaluation in this study, it is an interesting 

phenomenon that there is no significant difference in textbook selection. That is, the 

average frequency points for each criterion of different versions of textbooks have no 

statistically significant difference. However, the researcher found out that teachers 

still have different points of view on teachers’ manuals, students’ workbooks and 

textbooks of those versions of textbooks. 

When it comes to teachers’ manuals and students’ workbooks, most teachers 

were dissatisfied with them. This could naturally give the publishers a great 

opportunity to figure out what those teachers were dissatisfied with. With regard to 

teachers’ manuals, most teachers think it ineffective or unrealistic to do the planned 

activities. In responses to the open-ended questions in the questionnaires, several 

teachers suggested that the teachers’ manuals should be written in English and the 

activities designed in a more effective way. Concerning students’ workbooks, teachers 

think the types of practices in students’ workbooks are not effective enough for 

students to achieve their learning objectives. However, teachers do not have extra 

time designing a set of exercises or activities to help students to learn. That is also the 

main reason why the teachers care about the effectiveness of students’ workbooks.  

Concerning students’ textbooks, there are two major defects from teachers’ 

perspectives. First, the level of difficultly in the content of students’ textbooks does 

not generally meet proficiency levels of the students around Taiwan because every 

school starts their English education in different grades and thus puzzles the 

publishers under the rapidly changing policy of English education. Second, when 

selecting the versions of textbooks, teachers care less about students’ textbooks; 

instead, they focus their attention on teachers’ manuals, indicating that English 
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teachers depend too much on teachers’ manuals, i.e., caring much more about how 

many and how well the teaching aids and activities are provided by the publishers 

than the contents of the textbooks. Thus, it is doubtful whether those English teachers 

in Taiwan are capable of evaluating textbooks.  

In the meantime, textbook selection in Ilan County is a very special case. Most 

teachers in Ilan County choose to use Kids Castle as their textbooks. They are  

satisfied with Kids Castle version, including students’ textbook, students’ workbook,  

teacher’s manual, and CD. Some of those teachers respond in the open-ended 

questions that students are satisfied with the comic characters, the layout, and the 

printing in the textbook. However, the teachers in other areas of Taiwan hold a quite 

different view on Kids Castle version, concluding that its content is not designed 

spirally, nor is it connected between different grade levels. In addition, the speed of its 

CD is not suitable for the proficiency level of students. Besides, those teachers are 

quite dissatisfied with its teachers’ manual and students’ workbook because they were 

ineffective in class.  

 

5.1.2 Problems and difficulties 

Gary (1979) proposed that textbooks should be consistent across all English 

curricula. Therefore, using textbooks from a single publisher provides more continuity 

than using textbooks from two or more publishers. However, based on the results, 

20% of teachers changed their textbooks to another version after using the original 

version for a year. They use a different version of textbooks partly because the 

contents of the in-use textbooks in each grade are not connected, and partly because 

the level of difficulty could not fit the students’ levels of proficiency. Either the 

former reason or the latter, it is easy to figure out that the key point falls down on the 
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design of the textbook.  

    Since the design of the textbook is regarded as following the guidelines of the 

Nine-year Integrated Curriculum, it is for sure that the structure of the content design 

should be fine. But whether the content itself is designed in a spiral way from the 

third grade to the ninth grade is questioned. According to the document released by 

MOE, publishers should edit textbooks based on the 1000 vocabulary list. However, 

the vocabulary is separated roughly into two parts - elementary and junior high school, 

in which words for the third grade, the fourth grade, the fifth grade and sixth grade are 

not regulated. If MOE could set up the guidelines assigning the words for each grade, 

the level of the difficulty would fit the students’ needs. 

Another problem in common is that most teachers claimed that the themes of the 

content are not attractive and various enough to arouse students’ motivation of 

learning. Since a textbook plays an important role in English learning and teaching, 

whether it could be interesting enough to draw the attention of the students is a very 

important criterion for teachers to evaluate from. Since this is a common problem 

existing in every version of textbooks, all the publishers should work out on the 

content to design to draw both teachers’ and students’ attention. How they use their 

imagination to design a lesson in a live and active way should be taken into 

consideration.  

    In Taiwan, there is also a common practice in English teaching, using pictures as 

a medium of instruction in elementary English education. Since such a new concept 

has drawn a new drill in English education, publishers could edit textbooks with more 

multiple teaching resources in the hope of improving the English teaching and 

learning. 
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5.2 Textbook Selection 

 In the section of textbook selection, teachers gave points to the items according  

to how important they viewed those criteria. It is surprising that the service and 

attitude of the publishers turned to be the most important criterion for textbook 

selection. This finding is surprising because it is nothing to do with the major criteria 

for textbook selection. According to the interviews with the teachers, some of them 

concluded that the services the publishers gave indeed influence the decision of 

textbook selection. Based on this study, among those publishers, Kang Hsuan is most 

impressive in offering the service. It has teams in almost every city contacting English 

teachers school by school even if they do not use its textbooks. Kang Hsuan sent out 

teams to every city to visit teachers, caring about what they need, say, festival 

teaching aids. It also provides many teaching workshops for English teachers. Many 

teachers turn to Kang Hsuan because of their service instead of their textbooks.  

According to the result shown in Table 4.20 to Table 4.22 and Figure 4.3 to 

Figure 4.4, teachers from different areas had different points of view on the criteria  

for textbook selection, e.g., the difficulty of grammar, content of students’ workbooks,  

and size of vocabulary, probably because of the differences of students’ level of 

proficiency. One textbook may fit the students in Taipei, for instance, but not those in 

Tainan. For this reason, teachers involved in textbook selection should be very clear 

about the students’ levels of proficiency. Otherwise, it would still remain a problem 

whether the textbook is suitable. To conclude, the improper level of textbook may 

decrease or even kill the motivation of students in English learning. 

Judging from the survey, teachers may not have enough knowledge of textbook 

evaluation and selection for two reasons. One, there was a high percentage of teachers 

(63.1%) who had never attended any workshops, or seminars on textbook evaluation 
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and selection. Second, in the data analysis of the basic background information of the 

respondents, only 36.3% of the English teachers majored in English while 13.9% of 

them took English as minor and others (49.8%) were non-English majors. Based on 

literature review, English teachers should be equipped with the basic knowledge of 

textbook evaluation and selection. However, even the English majors do not 

necessarily have any knowledge base of textbook evaluation and selection, not to say 

those non-English majors.  

To solve the problem, we English teachers need to search for a suitable checklist 

for textbook evaluation and selection. Based on the study, several checklists for 

textbook evaluation and selection were developed by some scholars or educational 

concerned for teachers’ reference. However, as shown in Table 4.30, only 42.9% of 

teachers would use those checklists. There were still 27.5% of teachers who made 

their own checklists and 5.8% of teachers did not use any checklist at all. Table 4.31 

showed that most teachers agreed that the checklist for textbook evaluation and 

selection should be developed by English teachers themselves. Since teachers were  

the ones that use the textbook in teaching, they should be the ones that understand the 

advantages or disadvantages of every version of textbooks. With a checklist, not only 

could teachers select the most proper one for students, but it is convenient for them to 

explain to the parents about their decision. 

  

5.3 Implications 

 In this study, the distribution of various versions of the textbooks was 

investigated. Evaluation of those textbooks was done by those English teachers for the 

reference of teachers and publishers as well. From this study, there are three important 

issues that the education authorities should notice. First of all, the qualifications of the 
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current elementary school English teachers. According to the background information, 

most teachers were not English majors, indicating that the teachers’ knowledge of 

textbook evaluation and selection was not quite enough for them to decide the most 

proper textbook to use. In order to improve their knowledge, the city government 

should make their efforts to hold teaching seminars, or workshops to force English 

teachers to be equipped with the knowledge.  

 Second, in textbook evaluation and selection, teachers could only choose from 

those published textbooks. There is nothing they can do with the textbook 

development. If teachers would be aware of the importance textbook selection, and 

textbook evaluation after teaching could be put into effect in all schools, the quality of 

the students’ textbooks, workbooks, and teachers’ manuals would definitely be 

improved. 

    Finally, this study indicated that the greatest problem most teachers encountered 

when using all those textbooks was the great diversity of students’ English 

proficiency levels. This situation has given English teachers a great challenge in 

teaching and no textbooks could be helpful. Students of high level English proficiency 

may feel the contents of the textbook are too easy to have fun. However, there are still 

some students of low level English proficiency having problems in learning basic 

English words and sentences. What they really learn in mind is certainly different 

from each other. In order to improve English education in Taiwan, the education 

authorities should work out some policies to solve such a problem.  

 

5.4 Suggestions for Future Studies 

 In this study, only four versions of textbooks were explored. In the future, there 

should be more textbooks to be studied for textbook selection. For future studies, the 
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researchers should survey more textbooks to provide more complete information for 

both English teachers and publishers, but also include classroom observation in the 

study to make the survey more beneficial in providing better references for textbook 

selection. Here, the researcher would like to suggest that the procedure of compiling a 

textbook should be strictly regulated. Every textbook should be published in a longer 

period for pre-teaching, revising, and evaluation. After a textbook is compiled, it 

should be put to pre-teaching first. Several revisions should be done to the whole 

material so that the defects of the textbook could be found and made up before it 

could really be used in the elementary school. When the textbook is ready to be 

released in the market, a complete procedure of evaluating the textbook should be set. 

With the evaluation results from teachers using the target material, the textbook 

should be revised again for better use.     

Meanwhile, the government should hold workshops to improve teachers’ 

knowledge of textbook evaluation and selection. And, publishers should also focus 

more on the content of the textbook than the best offer of their services. Once teachers 

have the knowledge of evaluating and selecting a textbook, those services will turn to 

be secondary.   

 Since the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum integrates elementary and junior high 

school curricula, the continuity between elementary school and junior high school 

English textbooks should be ensured. With more junior high school English teachers 

observing the elementary textbooks it would help a lot for the publishers to modify 

junior high English textbooks to keep the continuity. Afterwards, the results should be 

released to the publishers. Publishers should also constantly seek the opinions from 

the teachers to improve the quality of English textbooks in use across Taiwan.  

To sum up, a textbook indeed plays an important role in English education. The 
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education authorities should not ignore the textbook evaluation. With a strict policy of 

textbook publication, publishers would compile textbooks to meet the needs of the 

current English teaching. In this way, teachers will have the fewest problems and 

difficulties while teaching and the whole materials will be much better for both 

English teaching and learning. On the other hand, with more workshops on textbook 

evaluation and selection held by the education authorities, teachers will have better 

knowledge to evaluate and select the most suitable textbooks for their students. Then 

the whole English education will be improved in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


