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Abstract

In this project, the researcher will adopt a
dynamic approach to investigate the role that the
Guangzho merchants played in the modern China
(1840-1924.). In the beginning, the general
merchants' organizations will be summarized.
The foci of the research, however, will be placed
on the “chaotic periods’, namely, the collapse of
the Qing Empire, the process of the
establishment of the R.O.C., the division of the
political power, and the benefit of the chamber of
commerce and government authority. Based
upon observations of these periods, the
researcher wishes to explore the following
subjects: the ways the businessman gained or
losed the control of political power; the wax and
wane of the merchant groups between the central
government and the local governments; and the
role that the traders played in the process of



political changes.

This research will take the Guangzho
chamber of commerce (R "fi+i ¢ ) as a
prime case and examine it’ s founding,
processes, results, and consequence. In the end,
we find that the participation of the Guangzho
merchants had consolidated the government’ s
authority, and resulted in many important
political and policy changes.

Keywords. Guangzhou merchant, businessman, Sun
Y at-sen
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