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The Shame of the Literati in the Mid-Tang Dynasty
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Abstract

A large quantity of the Poems of the Mid-Tang Period dealt with the
introspection of the poets, or Literati. In front of the emperor, and also in
front of the people, they felt ashamed. This research intends to find out the
origin of the sense of shame.

Scholars note that the Literati of the Tang Dynasty show no hesitation in
being introspective. Watanabe sees the changing economical situation as the
cause of this tendency. He believes that the economical situation impacted on
the traditional civil society.

The national examination caused most of the Literati to leave their hometowns
and flock to the capital. The time—honored function of a literate within his
native country was changing; the literati were sensing that they needed a new
role in the changing surrounding. The sense of shame comes rather naturally.
In this project, I wish to research the interaction of the literati and the civil
society and offer a new aspect on the origin of the sense of shame of the literati

during the Mid-Tang Dynasty.
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