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1. Introduction
1-1 Research Questions
« The public attitudes toward welfare state policies could be mainly influenced
by self-interest principle and by ideological preferences, such as: economic
individualism vs. social equity.
« Will ideologies regarding family responsibility for dependent family members
have effect on shaping public attitudes toward responsibility for elder care?
- The filial responsibility for ageing parents still prevails in Taiwan’s society;
which is part of Chinese culture; however, the emergency of welfare rights
stimulates the expectation for governments’ responsibility to help older
persons. People caught between filial piety in traditional culture and the
belief of social rights in modern society, what are their attitudes towards the
division of responsibility for elder care among state and family/individuals

government?

1-2 The purposes of this study

« To describe public attitudes toward the division of responsibility for elder care
among state and family/individuals.

« To identify the key factors that affect one’s attitudes.

« To compare gender differences in the attitudes toward government
responsibility.

2. Profile of Living Arrangement and Social Support of the Elderly in

Taiwan




2-1 Population Aging in Taiwan

80
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1981 1991 2006 2011 2026 2051
Year
2-2 Living Arrangements of the Elderly in Taiwan
Living Live alone Live with Live with Live in Live with
Arrangement Spouse only | children institution relatives or
Year (and spouse) friends
1986 11.58 14.01 70.24 0.78 3.03
1987 11.49 13.42 70.97 0.64 3.02
1988 13.73 14.98 67.88 0.36 2.44
1989 12.90 18.71 65.65 0.87 2.18
1991 14.52 18.70 63.93 1.19 2.42
1993 10.47 18.63 62.19 1.04 2.54
1996 12.29 20.60 64.30 0.90 1.41
2000 09.19 15.11 67.79 5.59 1.28
2002 08.52 19.46 61.38 7.51 0.62
2005 13.66 22.20 57.28 2.26 0.76
2-3 Main Source of Living Costs for the Elderly
Year | Salary, Pension, Savings, Support by | Social Public
wage annuity, dividends, | children assistance assistance
insurance interests or assistance | and/or
benefits from friends | allowance
1989 10.95 11.87 16.11 58.37 0.86 1.23
1991 10.78 16.07 17.41 52.37 1.09 1.57
1993 10.85 14.76 19.18 52.30 0.86 1.61
1996 11.64 17.55 15.21 48.28 0.40 6.37
2000 13.72 15.93 9.26 47.13 0.53 12.3
3
2002 13.40 16.48 10.28 44.11 0.31 14.8
1
2005 14.49 13.04 9.22 46.48 0.46 15.9
7




3. Background L.iterature

3-1 The Relationship between Informal and Formal Support System

« Three theoretical models have been proposed to explain the relationship
between formal and informal system

- (1) hierarchical-substitution model

- (2) task-specific model

- (3) functional specificity of relationship model

3-2 Factors Leading to Variations of public attitudes toward welfare state

« According to the self-interest principle, those who are the recipients of social
welfare programs are more like to have the positive attitude towards these
welfare programs than those who are less likely to receive them.

« Another explanation suggests that the support for welfare programs is
influenced by individual ideologies, such as: economic individualism vs.
social equity. People holding economic individualism tends to oppose
welfare state. In contradictory, people endorsing the belief of social rights
are more likely to support welfare state.

« People holding individualism presumes that individuals are self-reliant, and
therefore they could support themselves in old age with no need for
government support; oppositely Payke & Bengson ( 1995) found
individualistic system of family minimizes their responsibility for care of the
elderly family members and meanwhile depend more on formal services.

- Filial piety is a central concept in Confucianism containing important ideas
about how children should treat their parents. It is hypothesized that filial
piety is positively related to the attitudes toward the responsibility under
individuals/families.

3-3 Conceptual Framework

Demographic Variables:
Gender, Age, and Marital

Status Responsibility for

providing medical care

Socioeconomic Status:

Education Level and

Occupation

Responsibility for

providing living necessity

Filial piety,
Individualism vs. collectivism




3-4 Hypotheses

The likelihood that a respondent’s attitudes toward the responsibility for
support older persons is at
(government)-half (individuals/families)” ,and ‘more on the
is related to his/her gender, age, marital status,

individuals/families’

‘more on the government’ ,  ‘half

educational level, occupation, authoritarian filial piety, and culture value of

individualism.

4. Methods
4-1 Sample

« Our sample is drawn from the 2004 “Taiwan Social Change Survey”

(TSCS), which is the largest nationwide survey in Taiwan.
« This survey interviewed 2,102 respondents aged over 18.

4-2 Measures (continue)

Variables Operating Definition
Providing 3 types of division of responsibility:
medical care 1. More on the government (including “All under the
responsibility of the government” and “Mostly under the
responsibility of the government”),
2. Half-half,
3. More on the individuals (including “Mostly under the

responsibility of the individuals/Families” and “All under the
responsibility of the individuals/Families”)

Providing living
necessity

3 types of division of responsibility:

1.

no

More on the government (including “All under the
responsibility of the government” and “Mostly under the
responsibility of the government”),

Half-half,

More on the individuals (including “Mostly under the
responsibility of the individuals/Families” and “All under the
responsibility of the individuals/Families”)

4-3 Data Analysis

« Bivariate analysis: Frequency, x2 test, t test
« Multivariate analysis: Multinomial Logistic regression

5. Results

5-1 Characteristics of Respondents
The sample gender distribution is 49.6 percent male and 50.4 percent female.
« The age distribution ranges from 19 to 92 years old; The average age of

6




respondents is 45 years old.

« Distribution of marital status is: 60.9 percent married, 27.6 percent never
married, 11.5 percent is widowed/divorced/separated.

« The Chi-Square analyses of gender differences indicate that women are more
likely to be less educated, more likely to be sales work/service workers, to be
more in low authoritarian filial piety, to be more in low individualism, to be
more in low collectivism than their male counterparts.

5-2 Public attitudes towards responsibility for supporting older persons

70 636
60
50 O Providing medical care
B Providing living necessity
g 40 316
30
20 F 15
s 8.1
10 3%
0 [ s
All under the Mostly under the Half-half Mostly under the All under the
responsibility of the responsibility of the responsibility of the responsibility of the
government government individuals/ individuals/
Attitudes

Figure 1: Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for Support of Older Persons

5-3 Variation in the attitude toward the responsibility for providing

medical care to older persons

« Gender Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for

Providing Medical Care (see Figure 2)

« Age Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for Providing

Medical Care (see Figure 3)

« Authoritarian Filial piety and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for

Providing Medical Care (see Figure 4)

« Individualism and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for Providing

Medical Care (see Figure 5)
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60
50
=
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30 @ Female
20
10
0
More on the government Half-half More on the individuals
Attitudes
Figure 2: Gender Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Medical Care
80
60
0 18~39
% 40 B 40~64
0 65 and over
20
0
More on the government Half-half More on the individuals
Attitudes
Figure 3: Age Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Medical Care
70 66.1
O Low
B High

More on the government Half-half More on the individuals

Attitudes

Figure 4: Authoritarian Filial piety and the Public Attitudes towards
Responsibility for Providing Medical Care
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20
0
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Figure 5: Individualism and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Medical Care
5-4 Variation in the attitude toward the responsibility for providing living
necessity to older persons
« Gender Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Living Necessity (see Figure 6)
« Age Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for Providing
Living Necessity (see Figure 7)
« Authoritarian Filial piety and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Living Necessity (see Figure 8)
« Individualism and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for Providing
Living Necessity (see Figure 9)
© 48.9
S0 F 42.2 : 4.3 40.6
40
% 30 B Male
B Female
20 12.5 10.5
O
0 ‘
More on the government Half-half More on the individuals
Attitudes

Figure 6: Gender Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for

Providing Living Necessity
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Figure 7: Age Differences in the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for
Providing Living Necessity

60

50
40

% 30 O Low

@ High
20
10
0

More on the government Half-half More on the individuals
Attitudes
Figure 8: Authoritarian Filial piety and the Public Attitudes towards
Responsibility for Providing Living Necessity
O Low
@ High

More on the government

Half-half
Attitudes

More on the individuals

Figure 9: Individualism and the Public Attitudes towards Responsibility for

Providing Living Necessity




5-5 Gender differences in the endorsement of filial piety and individualism

Standard

Variables Mean deviati (N) t-value
eviation
Filial piety-reciprocal
Be grateful for to parents for raising you.
Male 6.62 0.65 (1055) t=-2.650**
Female 6.69 0.57 (1047)
Filial piety-authoritarian
To continue the family line, one much have a
least one son.
Male 4,62 1.79 (1055) t=7.187***
Female 4.05 1.87 (1047)
Culture values of individualism
Their points of views are less likely to be
influenced by others.
Male 5.36 1.32 (1053) t= 4.764***
Female 5.07 1.42 (1047)
Culture values of collectivism
When family members are in financial difficult, |
should try best to offer help.
Male 5.67 1.09 (1055) t= 4.822%**
Female 5.44 1.12 (1046)

11



5-6 Factors influencing attitude toward responsibility for providing

medical care
Providing Medical Care
Variables More on the government More on the individuals
(Half-half) (Half-half)
Coefficient Odds ratio Coefficient Odds ratio
Constant term - 149** -.335
Gender(Male=0) -516*** 597 -.329* 720
Age
65 and over -- -- -- --
40~64 -.187 .830 -172 427
18~39 -.549* 577 .043 874
Marital Status
Single/Never married - - - --
Married 161 1.175 -.221 .802
Divorced/Separated/ 292 1.339 163 1.177
Widowed
Education Level
Primary school and under - -- -- --
High school -.395* 674 -.677** .508
College and over =277 .758 -.699** 497
Occupation
Farmers/Fishermen/Forest -- -- -- --
workers/ Manufacturing
workers/Labors
Manager/ 245 1.278 -.399* 671
Professionals
Service workers/ 182 1.199 -.326 122
Salesman
Filial piety- 109 1.115 -174 .841
authoritarian(Low=0)
Culture values of 77 1.194 135 1.144

individualism(Low=0)

NG
N

99.382*** (22)
1909
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5-7 Factors influencing attitude toward responsibility for providing living

necessity
Providing Living Necessity
Variables More on the government More on the individuals
(Half-half) (Half-half)
Coefficient Odds ratio Coefficient Odds ratio
Constant term -1.153** .063
Gender(Male=0) -.352* .703 -.293** 746
Age
65 and over -- -- -- --
40~64 -.169 .845 .255 1.290
18~39 -413 661 .369 1.447
Marital Status
Single/Never married - - -- --
Married 372 1.451 -.028 972
Divorced/Separated/ 401 1.493 -.088 916
Widowed
Education Level
Primary school and under - - -- --
High school -.489* 613 -.178 .837
College and over -.286 751 -.074 928
Occupation
Farmers/Fishermen/Forest -- -- -- --
workers/ Manufacturing
workers/Labors
Manager/ -.132 876 -.138 871
Professionals
Service workers/ -.150 .861 .081 1.084
Salesman
Filial piety- .016 1.016 -.357** .700
authoritarian(Low=0)
Culture values of 411** 1.508 114 1.121

individualism(Low=0)

X2
N

81.738*** (22)
1909

6. Conclusion and Discussion

6-1 Conclusion and Discussion (1)

« Given the filial piety prevails in Taiwan, our results show that 63.6 percent
responded providing medical care to older people are under the responsibility

13



of “half (government)-half (individuals/families); also 45.5 percent
responded providing living necessity to older people are under the
responsibility of “half (government)-half (individuals/families)”

« The public attitudes toward government responsibility may be interacted with
the implementation of social policy for the elderly in Taiwan.

« We found that public attitudes toward the division of responsibility for
supporting older persons will be contingent on the particular type of support.
The results support the task-specific model for the relationship between
formal and informal social support of older persons.

6-2 Conclusion and Discussion (2)

« The results indicated that the probability of regarding the responsibility for
providing medical care is under the government increase with age. It implies
that the self-interest principle is supported.

« Female respondents, are more likely, than male respondents, to think the
responsibility is half/half, both for providing medical care and living
necessity.

« The assumption that individualism and filial piety have effect on the attitudes
toward the responsibility for supporting older persons is partially supported.

« The hypothesis is supported to estimate the attitudes toward the responsibility

for providing living necessity; but it is not supported to estimate the attitudes
toward the responsibility for providing medical care.
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