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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines how selected Polish (TVN24) and Russian (RT) news media 

framed, sourced and attributed the responsibility in the news coverage of the 2010 Polish 

Presidential plane crash in Smolensk, Russia, from April 10, 2010 to January 20, 2011. 

Through a content analysis of 519 news stories, this study shows that the most common 

frames were attribution of responsibility, human interest, international relations, conflict, 

conspiracy theories, and Katyn Forest massacre for TVN24, and attribution of responsibility, 

international relations, human interest, conspiracy theories, conflict, and Katyn Forest 

massacre for RT. In the media coverage of the plane crash frames changed over time as the 

unfolding event brought attention to new issues. Additionally, results showed that both outlets 

put the responsibility for the crash on pilots. The most common sources in the two media 

outlets were politicians/officials and experts.  

 

Keywords: Media Framing, Comparative Study, Content Analysis, News Coverage, 

2010 Polish presidential plane crash
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Introduction 

The relationships between countries are profoundly important aspects of global society 

as they influence the way the entire population of the world, divided into separate 

communities, live. Even though Poland and Russia are closely related to each other both 

ethnically and culturally, the countries’ relations have always been considered one of the most 

complicated in Europe. It is a result of centuries of conflict between the two countries. The 

most controversial dispute between Poland and Russia revolves around the mass killing of 

Polish officers in April 1940 in the Katyn Forest and it severely influenced the relationships 

between the two countries. In the post-communist era, the tensions between Poland and 

Russia have only stoked.  

Polish Air Force Tu-154 crash is a precedent in the history of the world aviation and 

the history of politics. This fatal accident, that occurred on April 10, 2010, in Smolensk, 

Russia, resulted in a tragic death of 96 people, including the president of the sixth biggest 

country in the European Union (EU), North-Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) generals, 

and Polish political elite. The purpose of the political visit of the top Polish officials in Russia 

was to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Katyn massacre when the Soviet secret 

police murdered about 22,000 Polish officers and intelligentsia (Przewoznik, 2010). Each of 

the 96 people on the board of the Tu-154 treated the invitation to the ceremony as an honor. 

Symbolic was not only the place of the crash, but also the context in which the event 

occurred.  

In the era of globalization and communication technology media have a significant 

influence on international relations. Through coverage of foreign crisis, media are able to 

create an emotional response from public who may extort policy-maker to take an action 

(Neuman, 1996). That was the case in 1994 when the Clinton administration decided to 
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withdraw from Somalia after media’s negative representations of the issue which caused 

public response and pressure to retreat (Bly, 2002). 

Following the undeniable importance of news coverage of international events, 

framing is one of the useful aspects to study media coverage of international events.  Pavlik 

(2008) defined frame as a tool to organize ideas and thoughts so that particular events and 

issues make sense as they are put in a meaningful context. The context may be influenced by 

social and political reality, stereotypes, prejudices, and political agendas. In other words, the 

way media in different countries frame the same message highly depends on the cultural 

context, as well as political and economic ideologies. Maslog, Lee & Kim (2006) explored 

how English-language media in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and the Philippines 

represented the war on Iraq according to their own perspectives. The results showed that the 

media differed significantly in their distribution of war and peace frames and there was no 

uniformity in their perception and framing of the incident. The process of framing is intrinsic 

in the process of making news and may have a great influence on the audience’s perception of 

reality. Through the keywords, metaphors, visual images, concepts, and symbols embodied in 

the news (Entman, 1991), media framing determines the way in which the public understand 

the events or processes (Evans, 2008). Framing can take various forms, and Semetko & 

Valkenburg (2000) studied the differences in the use of news frames of European politics in 

four national newspapers and three national television outlets in Holland and showed that the

most common frames were attribution of responsibility, conflict, economic consequences, 

human interests and morality. The authors noted that the way European politics and issues are 

framed in the news may influence public understanding and evaluation of the issues, 

institutions, and political actors and that the public’s perception may easily be changed 

depending on what frames are used in the media coverage.
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While analyzing media frames of controversial issues, it is helpful to explore news 

sources used in the media coverage as they are an important element of the framing process. 

While writing their stories, journalists interact with different news sources and choose those 

that are suitable to the topic and audience. Depending on the source used in media coverage, 

media may present different picture of the same issue. Thus, analysis of the usage of news 

sources can provide additional information on how media differ in their choice of sources and 

how it influences the process of framing (Lasorsa & Reese, 1990).  

There is an impressive literature that explains the key concepts of international 

relations (i.e., Griffiths & O’Callaghan, 2012; Calrsnaes, Risse, Simmons, 2013). US – Russia 

relations have also been an interest for many scholars, most of which proposed an agenda for 

the improvement of the relationship between the two countries that significantly deteriorated 

(i.e., Pifer, 2009; Aslund & Kuchins, 2009; Rojansky & Collins, 2010). Contemporary 

international relations between Poland and Russia, and its historical context, has been an area 

of interest for many years (i.e., Polinceusz, 2009; Grodzki, 2010; Maciazek, 2011;  Zieba, 

2011; Zukowski, 2011) with recent literature focusing on the aftermath of the accident in 

Smolensk on the Polish-Russian dialogue (i.e., Tucker, 2010; Wonicki, 2010; Machalski, 

2011;) expressing hope for the improvement of the relations. There is also a constantly 

growing collection of literature related to media’s influence on foreign affairs (i.e., Gowing, 

1994; Neuman, 1996; Bahador, 2007; Evans, 2008; Van Belle & Potter, 2011; Yordanova, 

2012; Robinson, 2013) most of which support the old hypothesis that the media indeed have 

an influence on the decision making in foreign policy.  However, they often fail to define the 

degree to which the media coverage play their role in foreign affairs. Some studies have 

examined the ways media of selected countries portray foreign nations focusing on one 

country’s media (i.e., Yu & Riffe, 1989;  Saleem, 2007) or comparing media of selected 

countries (i.e., Soderlund & Schmitt, 1986; Soderlund, Wagenberg, Surlin, 1989; Yang, 
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2003). None of those studies explored media in Poland and Russia. There is also still a lack of 

research in the area of media coverage of the Smolensk plane crash. Even though there are 

some studies about media coverage of the incident (i.e., Krasko, 2011; Dabrowski, 2011; 

Rogoz, 2011; Grzyb & Dolinski, 2013) none of them have compared news from Russia and 

Poland and they did not attempt to explore the framing perspective.  

This thesis is organized as follows. The first part of literature review outlines the 

context of this study, including the complex relations between Poland and Russia, the 

background of the tragedy in Smolensk, and its aftermath. The second part presents the 

literature review on media and international relations, media framing, metaphors, and news 

sources. After introducing the data and methods, the analytical section presents the results of 

the content analysis of media coverage of the Polish Air Force crash in Poland (TVN24) and 

Russia (RT). Through the comparison of media narratives, this thesis aims to explore if the 

historical context of mutual antagonism and complicated relations between Poland and Russia 

influenced the way media outlets in both countries framed the plane crash in Smolensk. A 

cross-national comparative study may be beneficial for making noticeable aspects that 

remained invisible, especially the extent to which different factors (such as the national 

institutional, political, and social contexts, as well as cross-national differences in journalistic 

practices, norms, and roles) influence the development of frames in the news (De Vreese, 

Peter, & Semetko, 2001). Additionally, such comparison of the narratives is the best way to 

fully and reliably disclose frames which are usually difficult to identify because they may 

appear as natural and unnoticeable choice of words and images. It thus is expected to show 

that such choices are never inevitable, but reflect the widespread perspective salient in the 

country (Entman, 1991). The way the plane crash was framed in the news can have important 

implications for public perception, understanding and evaluation of the issue. The final 
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conclusion then summarizes and appraises the main findings and propose a route for future 

research.  

Literature Review 

Poland – Russia Relations 

Poland – Russia relations have been marked by centuries of conflicts and suspicions 

towards each other and are considered one of the thorniest in Europe. The burden of the past, 

the repetitive attempts by Russia to dismember of Poland in the 18th and 19th centuries, and 

signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in 1939 by Germany and the Soviet Union which 

initiated 10 years of non-aggression between the two countries, led to the division of eastern 

European countries between them and enabled Germany to attack Poland on September 1, 

1939. The mass killing of about 22,000 Polish officers by Stalin’s secret police in April 1940 

in the Katyn Forest is probably one of the most controversial disputes between the two 

countries and is still affecting the mutual relations. Even though NKVD tried to keep the 

crime a secret, the mass graves were discovered by Germans on April 10, 1943. It took Soviet 

Union 47 years to admit guilt for the massacre in the Katyn Forest (Satter, 2012).  

There are two implications that make it difficult for the Poles to forgive. One is the 

fact, that even though the Russian government admitted their guilt, they have never officially 

apologized for the Katyn massacre and have never described it as a crime against humanity. 

Second implication is the classified status of most of the record of the Russian investigation 

although Russian law does not allow classifying documents related to abuse of human rights 

(Satter, 2012). This is visible in Public Opinion Research Center’s polls that reflect the 

population’s perception of Polish-Russian relations. When asked “Do you agree that the 

massacre in the Katyn Forest is still the main source of difficulties in the contemporary 

relations between Poland and Russia?” in May 2008, 22% of Poland’s populations responded 
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“Strongly agree” and 47% answered “Agree.” Only two percent responded “Strongly 

disagree” and 19% disagreed (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Do you agree that the Katyn massacre remains the main source of difficulties in the 

contemporary relations between Poland and Russia?  

 

The tensions between the two countries continued with Poland demanding missile 

partnership defense facilities be deployed on its territory, interfering with Russia’s entry into 

the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), a dispute around the 

location of Nord Stream project, as well as Russia’s maneuvers stimulating attack on Poland 

(Grodzki, 2010). In 2007, the government formed by Platforma Obywatelska (PO; Civic 

Platform) and Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe (PSL; Polish People’s Party) chose a pragmatic 

approach to form relations with Russia. This came in accord with the decision of newly 

elected president of the United States, Barack Obama, to ‘reset’ the relations with Russia. 

Polish government decided to departure from the aggressive tone and the abandonment of 

unsuccessful attempts to exclude Russia from participation in the group of countries 

associated to the West. Poland withdrew from preventing talks with Russia about the 

country’s accession to the OECD and dropped veto on the negotiating mandate for talks on a 

22% 

47% 

14% 

17% 

2% 

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Hard to tell 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 

Source: Public Opinion Research Center BS/70/2008: Memory of the Katyn massacre and the 

evaluation of its impact on the Polish-Russian relation 
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new system of cooperation and partnership between the EU and Russia. Additionally, starting 

from 2008, both countries have participated in mutual summits and official meetings, 

including the visit of Poland’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Poland’s Prime Minister in 

Russia, as well as the visit of Russia’s Prime Minister Vladimir Putin in Poland to join the 

events marking the 70
th

 anniversary of World War II. The tension between Russia and Poland 

had once again risen as Poland’s President Kaczynski (representing anti-Russia sentiments) 

openly supported Georgia in the conflict in 2008, accusing the Federation of believing that it 

can become the empire again (Nagorski, 2008). 

In February 2010, Putin invited Tusk to join the celebrations, what resulted in wrath of 

Poland’s President Lech Kaczynski, who informed Poland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Russia’s Embassy in Poland about his willingness to participate in the event. This was not the 

first time when conflict arose between top Polish officials as who is supposed to represent the 

country on the international arena. Many started to speculate that Russia decided to invite 

Tusk because they were afraid of president Kaczynski’s controversial and radical statements 

that could annihilate many months of attempts to normalize the relations between the two 

countries. A compromise had been reached as two separate visits were planned for Poland’s 

Prime Minister (April 7, 2010) and Poland’s President (April 10, 2010). 

Polish Air Force Tu-154 Crash 

The ceremony for Poland’s President, marking the 70th anniversary of the Katyn 

Massacre was planned for Saturday morning on April 10, 2010 in Katyn, Russia. It was the 

second, unofficial, ceremony following one on April 7, held by Prime Ministers Donald Tusk 

and Vladimir Putin. That day, the Smolensk North Airport was covered in thick fog and the 

visibility was around 400 meters. Pilots of the Polish Presidential plane were informed about 

that fact by the flight controller in Minsk but no decision had been made on whether to change 

the course to another airport. The plane collided with trees and crashed about 500 meters from 
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the airport. None of the 96 people on board, including Poland’s President Lech Kaczynski and 

his wife, former president, the chief of the Polish General Staff, Polish military officers, the 

president of National Bank of Poland, Poland’s deputy foreign minister, Polish government 

officials, members of the Polish parliament and clergy, as well as relatives of victims of the 

Katyn massacre, survived (Turwon & Wojtowicz, 2011).  

Poland – Russia Relations in the Aftermath of the Plane Crash 

Right after the plane crash, seeing the numerous acts of solidarity, support and help 

from Russians, many were voicing the possibility for the Russian-Polish relations to improve 

and to resolve the long-lasting dispute revolving around the mass murder in the Katyn Forest 

(Grodzki, 2010; Tucker, 2010; Krasko, 2011). Russian authorities tried to show their good 

will and, at the same time, to demonstrate the efficiency of their country. Soon after the 

accident, Putin offered his assistance and became the head of the Russian commission which 

main aim was to investigate the cause of the fatal crash (Grodzki, 2010). Russian television 

program was interrupted with a speech of Dmitry Medvedev, who ensured Poles about 

Russian’s sympathy and willingness to cooperate with Polish side (Krasko, 2011). The results 

of a poll conducted by Public Opinion Research Center in June 2010 (two months after the 

plane crash), asking participants to evaluate the future of relations between Poland and 

Russia, show that 48% of respondents believed that the relations will improve, 37% claimed 

they won’t change, while only five percent stated that the relations will worsen (Figure 2). 

               Russia’s investigation of the causes of the crash was concluded on October 20, 2010 

and sent to the Polish authorities who had 60 days to state their comments after which the 

report was published to the public on January 12, 2011. Polish site had expressed their 

dissatisfaction with the report saying that it was incomplete, violated Annex 13 to the 

Convention on International Civil Aviation (“Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation”), 

and did not take comments made by Polish officials into consideration (“MSWiA: Polska 
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występowała o kopie nagrań...”). The report put whole blame on the pilots who failed to make 

a timely decision to proceed to another airport after ignoring numerous warnings given by the 

flight controllers in Smolensk. Additionally, Russian’s investigation team claimed that one of 

the reasons of the crash was presence of the Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Air Force in 

the plane’s cockpit, what put pilots in a situation of psychological pressure to continue 

landing despite the weather (Raport końcowy z badania zdarzenia lotniczego). Polish site, on 

the other hand, stated that the pilots were not the only ones responsible for the accident, and 

put a partial blame on the Russian flight controllers who passed incorrect information to the 

plane crew regarding the plane’s actual position. Additionally, the Polish report mentioned 

three deficiencies in the airport in Smolensk (tall trees, approach lightning system, and 

incorrect airport information received by Poland) which also contributed to the accident 

(Raport końcowy w sprawie ustalenia okoliczności i przyczyn...). 

 

Figure 2. How would you evaluate the future of relations between Poland and Russia after the 

presidential plane crash in Smolensk? 

48,00% 

37,00% 

10,00% 

5,00% 

They will improve 

They will not change 

Hard to tell 

They will worsen 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 

Source: Public Opinion Research Center BS/67/2010: Public Opinion About Katyn Massacre 

and Its Significance for Polish – Russian Relations 
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Media and International Relations 

In a world where almost everything is mediated, everyone is under the influence of the 

media, even policy makers of international affairs as proven by a research on a growing media 

impact on foreign policies (Cohen, 1963). The following part of this section outlines a few 

aspects of the relationship between media and international relations: media as a source of 

information and communication channel for policy makers, the role of the media in foreign 

policy decision-making, and the effect of media on country image. 

First, the news media is the main source of information about world affairs for many 

people around the globe. This includes diplomats who rely on mass media not only to explore 

the broad range of international affairs, but also as a source of information about their foreign 

partners in negotiations (Zhang, 2011).  In his study, Yoel Cohen (1986), showed that 

Members of British Parliament, interest groups, and research institutions who were preparing 

their reports for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London, almost entirely depended 

on media as their source of information about international developments. However, as 

Bernard Cohen (1963) noted, the press is more of a larger network of communication that 

helps the policy makers define the current political situation than a newspaper on which the 

policy makers depend for their political knowledge. One of the advantages of using media as 

a communication tool in international negotiations is improved speed of delivering the 

messages in comparison to formal diplomatic channels which are much slower (Zhang, 2011). 

On the other hand, the possibility of incorrect interpretation of information, negative 

presentation of  a negotiator’s public image and improper timing of revealing the information 

may have a negative effect on negotiations (Davison, 1974). 
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Second, scholars have been exploring the media effect, which suggests that media 

coverage may influence the conduct of the US diplomacy and foreign policy, and argued that 

media coverage of a humanitarian crisis influenced the government’s decision-making 

process (i.e., Robinson, 2002). Thanks to the new technology, news media has become 

immediate and able to pressure politicians to respond quickly to what the media are focusing 

on. Major international conflicts, such as the Gulf War in 1991, conflict in Somalia in 1992, 

the Bosnian crisis and Kosovo, are considered evidences of the existence of media effect, as 

the media coverage of those events caused Western countries, especially the USA, to take 

actions and to change their policies towards those countries (Zhang, 2011). In his research, 

Martin Shaw (1993) showed that media framing of the Iraqi rebellions and humanitarian 

crisis, drove Western countries to take an action. In contrast, in the case of the Shi’ite 

rebellion, there was not a distinct terminology frame, as well as a lesser media attention, and 

the Western governments did not take any action. 

Third, the news media also acts as an important tool for creating the image of a 

country which “determines the way in which the world sees it and treats it” (Zhang 2011, 

p.14). Kunczik (1997) defined national image as “the cognitive representation that a person 

holds of a given country, what a person believes to be true about a nation and its people” (p. 

9). He also wrote, “Images of certain nations, however right or wrong they might be, seem to 

form [themselves], fundamentally, through a very complex communication process involving 

varied information sources... But radio and TV transmissions of international programs, 

newspapers, books, news services and so on are probably the strongest image shapers” (p. 1).  

Navasky (cited in Zeizer & Allen, 2002) said that people tend to make up their national mind 

largely basing on journalism (p.1).  

Philip Kotler et al. (1993) first proposed a concept of a nation’s ‘brand’ which basic 

assumption is that countries, regions, and cities can be branded in the same way as companies 
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and products.  To make the process of nation branding successful, all of a nation’s forces have 

to be mobilized to promote the country image abroad (Zhang, 2011). For example, the 

Chinese government established an Overseas Propaganda Department in 1991 which 

published a series of papers addressing issues concerning human rights and Tibet (Zhang & 

Meadows, 2012). Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Saudi Arabia launched an image-repair 

campaign that included paid spots on media outlets in the USA, foreign speaking 

engagements, and polls among American public regarding opinions about the country (Zhang 

& Meadows, 2012). However, the empirical evidence of how nation’s brand can influence its 

foreign relations is absent (Zhang, 2011).  

The image of a country in media may change over time, driven by the countries 

relations as well as major events in political and economical developments. Zhang (2011) 

conducted a 17-year longitudinal study (1989-2005) of the image of China presented in three 

European newspapers, the Financial Times, The Economist, and the International Herald 

Tribune. Her findings show three major changing images of China in the media over time. 

First, media presented the image of a problematic China (1989-1992) which followed the 

Tiananmen Square student demonstration and the abolishment of communism in Eastern 

Europe. Media tended to show a very pessimistic view of China, discussing the possibilities 

for the collapse of Chinese economy and politic in the context of the post-Cold War. The 

image of a problematic China remained the same until 1992 when it started to be replaced by 

the image of an economically attractive China (since 1993). Media in Europe wrote about 

China’s big potential market, great opportunities for investments, its rapid growth, and the 

activities of Western and Chinese companies. They projected an image of a very dynamic 

country which attracted attention worldwide. During the last decade of the study, media 

tended to present the image of a rising China (since 1998). They reported the ways in which 
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China was engaging in the global market and how its changes in economy-related issues were 

having an influence on the world.  

Media Framing 

Following the undeniable importance of news coverage of international events, 

framing is one of the useful aspects to study media coverage of international events. As 

Semetko & Valkenburg (2000) noted, the way international issues are framed in the news may 

influence public understanding and evaluation of them. An impressive literature explains 

frames and framing (i.e., Goffman, 1972; Entman, 1991, 1993; Edelman, 1993; Scheufele, 

1999; Van Gorp, 2007; Chong & Druckman, 2007), and even though no single definition of 

the term exists, most of the authors point out similar characteristics. A broad explanation of 

framing sees it as a collection of different linguistic descriptions of the same problem, or, in 

other words, a various formulations of the same message that convey the same core 

information. According to this approach, “framing (...) can be achieved through the use of 

different articulations attained by highlighting different aspects (...) as long as the main 

message does not change” (Keren 2011, p. 5). Entman (1993) pointed out to selection and 

salience, and said that „to frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make 

them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem 

definition, causal interpretation, more evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation” (citied 

in Reese 2003, p. 10). In other words, framing is a process of drawing attention to specific 

aspects of a topic and minimizing attention to others (Samaras, 2002). Goffman (1972) and 

Samaras (2002) defined frame as an interpretation of various events that enables individuals 

to “locate, perceive, identify and label occurrences within their living space and the world at 

large” (p. 71).  Pavlik (2008) saw frame as a tool to organize ideas and thoughts so that 

particular events and issues make sense as they are put in a meaningful context which may be 

influenced by the social and political reality, stereotypes, prejudices, and political agendas. 
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Framing is a fundamental aspect of the process of news making as journalists are 

empowered to decide what pieces of information to include while reporting a story and what 

to leave out (Straubhaar & LaRose, 2004). Tuchman (1978) viewed media framing crucial in 

the process of turning “non-recognizable happenings into a discernible event” (citied in 

Scheufele 1999, p. 106), while Gitlin (1980) noted that media frames enable journalists to 

quickly identify and classify information and put them into context.  In his definition of media 

frames, Tuchman (1978) pointed out that “the news frame organizes everyday reality and the 

news frame is the part and parcel of everyday reality... [it] is an essential feature of news”  

(p. 193). Neuman et al. (1992) saw news frames as tools to convey, interpret and evaluate 

information, while Reese (2003) defined framing as the way media, media professionals and 

their audiences organize and make sense of events and issues. He also noted that the way an 

event or issue is cast makes a big difference in how people respond to it. Additionally, 

framing allows journalists to deliver large amounts of data by recognizing it as information, 

assigning it to specific categories, and packaging it in order to efficiently relay it to the 

audience (Samaras, 2002). Gamson (2004) compared media framing to a picture frame, 

saying that, similarly to a picture frame, media frame “places borders around something 

(issues highlighted in media in our case), distinguishing it from what is around it” (as cited in 

Chang et al., 2012, p. 18). Thanks to this role, media workers are enabled to highlight 

particular aspects of an issue in question and focus audience’s attention on it (Chang et al., 

2008).  

Entman et al. (2008) noted that the process of framing takes place on four different 

levels: (1) in the culture, (2) in the minds of elites and professional political communication, 

(3) in the texts of communications, and (4) in the minds of individual citizens. The authors 

asserted that culture, including schemas present in the minds of a society’s individuals and 

frames found in the system’s communications, sets the boundaries and limits of framing. This 
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includes literature, entertainment, news, conversations, and other political discourse (as cited 

in Chang et.al., 2012, p. 18).  

Similarly, according to Scheufele (1999), there are at least five factors that may 

influence the way journalists frame specific occurrences: (1) social norms and values, (2) 

organizational pressures and constraints, (3) pressures of interest groups, (4) journalistic 

routines, and (5) ideological or political orientations of journalists. However, as McQuail 

(2005) pointed out, framing brings a certain risk of bias. He mentioned, “framing is a way of 

giving some overall interpretation to isolated items of fact. It is almost unavoidable for 

journalists to do this and in so doing depart from pure ‘objectivity’ to introduce some 

(unintended) bias” (p. 379). 

Through the keywords, metaphors, visual images, concepts, and symbols embodied in 

the news (Entman, 1991) media framing may affect the audience’s perception of reality and 

their understanding of reported issues (Lee & Kim, 2010; Evans, 2008). Semetko & 

Valkenburg (2000) pointed out that frames shape public perceptions of political issues and 

institutions and that the perception may easily be changed depending on what frames are used 

in the media coverage. By deciding the placement of the story, tone of the report, 

accompanying headlines, photographs, visual and auditory effects, media are able to achieve 

the desirable framing (Parenti, 1999). Kahneman & Tversky (1984) noted that even the usage 

of specific word in sentences that carry the same meaning can lead to significant differences 

in the choices audience makes. Additionally, framing influences the way audiences 

understand their national or cultural group membership. While covering a story, reporters 

address it to a specific national audience which shares the same cultural background. Thus, 

while reporting international news to an audience with the same background, reporters will 

face the issue from the shared perspective (i.e., American journalists covering conflict 

between the U.S. and other country will recognize themselves as Americans). The context of 
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the news may be influenced by the social and political reality, stereotypes, prejudices, and 

political agendas, thus, the way media in different countries frame the same message highly 

depends on the cultural context, as well as political and economic ideologies (Maslog, Lee, 

Kim, 2006).  However, it is expected that media in countries of similar political and economic 

ideologies would cover certain issues in a similar way (Kaid, Harville, Ballotti, & Warzyniak, 

1993).  

Previous research on frames defines few approaches to identify frames in the news. 

One of the approaches is inductive in nature and includes frames which appeared in the 

studied material during analysis instead of using predefined frames (de Vreese, 2005). The 

inductive way has been criticized for being too difficult to duplicate and for relying on a small 

sample (Hertog & McLeod, 2000).  

Another possible way to analyze media frames, according to Semetko & Valkenburg 

(2000), is a deductive approach to content analysis which requires predefinition of certain 

frames in order to examine the extent to which they appear in the explored news. It is thus 

necessary to have a clear idea of what kinds of frames are likely to appear in the news to 

avoid overlooking undefined frames (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). A small number of 

frames that frequently appear in the news have been identified in the literature, including the 

conflict frame (Patterson, 1993; Cappella & Jamieson, 1997), the attribution of responsibility 

frame (Iyengar, 1991), economic consequences frame, human interest frame, and morality 

frame (Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 1992). The aforementioned frames were confirmed to largely 

account for all the frames that have been found in news (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000) and 

three of them (attribution of responsibility frame, conflict frame, and human interest frame) 

will therefore be used in this study, in addition to other frames (international relations frame, 

Katyn Forest massacre frame, and conspiracy theories frame) drawn especially for the 

research.   
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Semetko & Valkenburg (2000) noted that conflict frame’s focal point is rivalry 

between individuals, groups, or institutions as an instrument of capturing attention of 

audience. Patterson (1993) found that this frame is frequently used in the news about 

presidential election campaign, or, according to Semetko & Valkenburg (2000), in the news 

regarding discussion between political elites. Olausson (2009) found out, that in the coverage 

of a climate change, news media tended to put emphasize on conflict between the US and the 

EU. Putnam & Shoemaker (2007) noted that in a situation of conflict, framing refers to “the 

way that participants define the situation – that is, what they attend to or ignore in an 

ongoing stream of events, what counts as important, and what actions should they take” (p. 

2). Cappella & Jamieson (1997) criticized media for promoting cynicism and mistrust of 

politicians by emphasizing conflict in their news stories. Attribution of responsibility frame 

describes an issue in a manner to put responsibility for its cause on the government, individual 

or group (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000). Media can present problems and their solutions as 

either an individual’s or society’s responsibility (An & Gower, 2009). For example, Mastin et 

al. (2007) studied news coverage of elder abuse, and found out that the problem was presented 

as an individual issue with an individual solution rather than a problem of a whole society that 

required a societal response. Iyengar (1991) claimed that, in every aspect of life, attribution of 

responsibility influences attitudes and behaviors. Thus, news media play an important role in 

shaping public’s perception of who is responsible for causing or solving crucial societal 

problems (Iyengar & Kinder, 1987).  

 Human interest frame focuses on affected people’s reaction and an emotional aspect 

of the media coverage of an event, issue, or problem. As Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) 

pointed out, this frame is a result of journalists effort to personalize and dramatize the news to 

capture audience interest. In their study, Cho & Gower (2006) found that this frame had a 

significant influence on public’s emotional response and that it was an important insinuator of 
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responsibility. Bennet (1995) noted that journalists tend to use this frame to capture and 

maintain audience attention in the very competitive market of news. Study conducted by 

Schwalbe et al. (2008) showed that there was a rapid evolution in frames of televised images 

of the Iraqi war from conflict to human interest.  

Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) have also defined economic consequences frame, 

which emphasizes the consequences an event, problem, or issue will have economically on an 

individual, group, institution, region, or country, and morality frame, which presents an event, 

problem, or issue with a reference to religious doctrine or moral principles. These five 

predefined frames have been recognized as the most useful to study by many scholars (i.e., 

Holt & Major, 2010; Dimitrova & Stromback, 2005), but many of the academics still define 

their own frames and apply them to their studies. In his study of media framing of transferring 

the US forces to South Korean base, Lee (2006) described eight frames, including the already 

mentioned conflict frame, responsibility frame, economic consequences frame, human interest 

frame, morality frame, as well as domestic politics frame, national interest frame, and national 

prestige frame.  

It has been confirmed by previous studies that frames may change over time (i.e., Li et 

al., 2002; Ungar, 1998; Hertog, 2000; Entman, 1991) . Ungar (1998) argued that media can 

change framing approach from presenting terrifying information to a more calming one 

whenever “dread-inspiring events are developing in unpredictable and potentially threatening 

ways” (p. 36). This goes in accord with Graber’s (1993) suggestion, that there are three stages 

of media coverage of crisis situation. During the first phase, when the accident strikes, media 

correspondents, officials and bystanders rush to the scene. Media’s key role during that stage 

is to accurately describe what has happened and, even if it is bad news, cease uncertainty and 

calm the audience. During the second stage of news coverage of a crisis, media mostly 

focuses on adding sense to the situation and makes effort to address the victims’ need and to 
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repair the damage. According to Graber, the third phase tends to overlap with the first two 

stages. During the last phase, media’s role is to put the issue in question in a larger, long-term 

context, and to continue keeping the audience calm by providing them guidance for 

appropriate behavior.  

Li et al.’s (2002) findings proved that coverage frames changed during the different 

stages of the first eight hours after the September 11 terrorist attack. During first two hours, 

most of the news were framed as disaster stories (56.82%), followed by political stories 

(14.77%), criminal and terrorism (12.53%) and safety concerns (8.95%). Three hours later the 

framing changed with number of disaster stories declining significantly (37.26%), political 

stories increasing to 28.77%, safety concerns to 10.85%, while criminal and terrorism focus 

remained the same. In the last stage of media coverage of the terrorist attack the number of 

news framed as disaster continued to decline (31.51%) , stories framed as human interest 

increased significantly (10.92%), while political stories remained high (22.69%). Safety 

stories stayed at the same level as in the previous stage (7.14%). Additionally, two new 

frames, economy (2.52%) and environment (3.75%), became more evident in the last phase 

(pp. 13-14). 

Attribution of Responsibility 

 Media can have a great influence on how the audience would assign responsibility for 

events in question. Through framing, the news media make an impact on the creation and 

resolution of social issues (Iyengar, 1991). Wortman (1976) noted that the need to assign 

blame on someone or something is deeply rooted in the society and people will go as far as to 

create a scapegoat themselves. Arceneux & Stein (2006) explained that blaming someone 

makes individuals feel like they have control over the situation and believe that similar 

incidents in the future can be avoided.  
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Few definitions of attribution of responsibility have been proposed in the existing 

literature. Fry (2014) suggested, that attribution of responsibility serves to identify a party 

who is responsible for a specific issue. Amoroso (2011) noted that attribution of responsibility 

“occurs where one state is responsible for the conduct of another state, while the latter state 

is simultaneously responsible for its own conduct” (as citied in Fry, 2014, p. 5) thus it 

requires involvement of more than one party. An & Gower (2009) claimed that in a situation 

of a high level of importance (such as crisis), the news media are likely to put blame on the 

individual or organization, especially in the news coverage of issues that could have been 

prevented. In his work, Iyengar (1991) noted that individual responsibility was mostly 

mentioned in issues that involved the themes of character deficiencies (such as laziness and 

immorality), as well as in themes of inadequate skills or education. On the other hand, societal 

responsibility was found in cases involving economic conditions (i.e., the cost of living, 

technological process, and foreign trade), as well as in topics revolving around institutional 

barriers (i.e., racism), and deficient governmental efforts (i.e., budget cuts).  

This paper’s main interest is to compare the use of frames in media outlets in Poland 

and Russia and to explore if there are significant differences between them and if they shifted 

over time. Therefore the research questions are as follow: 

RQ1: What was the dominant frame in the news coverage of the 2010 Polish Presidential 

plane crash in media in Poland and Russia? Do they differ? 

RQ2: To whom do the media in Poland and Russia attribute the responsibility for the plane 

crash? Do they differ?  

RQ3: Does the dominant frame in the news coverage of the 2010 Polish Presidential plane 

crash in media in Poland and Russia change over time? Do they differ? 
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News Sources 

Examining the usage of source in news articles can contribute to understanding of how 

issues are framed and how different media choose different sources (Lasorsa & Reese, 1990). 

The authors suggested that through selection of specific sources, media workers decide what 

they want their audience to believe or think. This is why it is believed that the issue may be 

represented differently depending on the source used in the coverage. 

First, media studies define news sources as official and unofficial opinions, as well as 

eye-witness accounts of events (Cross, 2010). Gans (as cited in Matthews, 2010, p.35) 

characterized news sources as “the actors who journalists observe or interview including 

interviewees who appear on the air or who are quoted in the magazine articles and those who 

supply background information or story suggestions”. Similarly, Tuchman (1978) referred to 

news sources as to providers of the information, while Fairclough (1989) defined sources as 

people and organizations which are used by media in news coverage.  Gans (1979) noted that 

“the most salient characteristic of source is that they provide information as members of 

representatives of organized and unorganized interest groups” (p. 80). Faridah et al. (2011) 

pointed out that news sources add authority and believability to news stories. Thus, as studies 

conducted by Sigal (1973) and Voakes et al. (1996) showed, news sources are the initial 

providers of news, while media follow them with their interpretation of the sources’ 

perceptional frames. However, it will be media who will be blamed in case of misreporting of 

facts (Faridah et al., 2011).   

Second, Shoemaker & Reese (1991) divided news sources into direct and indirect. 

According to them, direct sources are participants involved with the news event. They are 

either subjects of the described story or they are somehow affected by it. Indirect sources on 

the other hand are used to add to the narrative of the event in question. In this group, the 

authors included experts qualified to comment on the issue, as well as members of the general 
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public. Fischer & Swierczynska – Glownia (2008) suggested that news sources may be 

divided into formal and informal basing on credibility (legality and relevance of the source) 

and justice (the possibility of verification) of the received information. Then they divided 

formal sources of information into external and internal. External sources include: human 

sources (spokespersons, experts, commentators, key opinion leaders); institutional (news 

agencies, other media reports, electronic databases); documents (official documents and 

studies, traditional archival resources, historical documents, newsletters, invitations, press 

conference materials, informational leaflets). Internal news sources include: formal archival 

resources of media outlet and internal database of media company. Similarly, Fischer & 

Swierczynska-Glownia divided informal sources into external and internal. External news 

sources combine: human sources (eye-witnesses of the events, journalists’ own contacts, 

unofficial commentators, colleagues); cognitive sources (observable, overheard stories, 

informal notes, practical knowledge of journalists). Internal news sources consist of: 

standards, principle and rules of conduct of journalists as well as the journalists’ knowledge 

and education.  

It has been identified that different news sources enjoy different degree of access to 

the media (Gans, 1979; Hackett, 1985; Hall et al., 1978) and that news media seem to prefer 

using “primary definers” – official sources from powerful actors and institutions, such as 

governments, representative interest groups and law enforcement (Cross, 2010) as they hold 

certain reliance in society (Hermida et al., 2012). It thus results in the tone of debate and 

interpretation of events being dictated by those in power (Hall et al., 1978). The view of 

“primary definers” have been challenged by many scholars (i.e., Gans, 1979), but the most 

influential correction was suggested by Schlesinger in 1990. He noted that “primary definers” 

approach ignores conflicts between competing elites, sources gained by the “off the record” 

method, as well as journalists’ role in creating their own news stories. 
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In a comparative study of media framing of the Sino-US spy plane collision by media 

in the US and China, Wu (2002) identified seven news sources, including Chinese 

government, Chinese public/scholar, Chinese  media, US government (Congress), US 

public/scholar, US media, and international community. Her findings showed that media in 

both countries mostly relied on their respective governments, and that media in the US were 

more likely to quote sources from Chinese newspapers than vice versa. These findings were 

also supported in a study conducted by Sandra Dickson (1992) of how the New York Times 

and the Washington Post covered the US – Nicaraguan conflict in 1983-1987. Government 

officials were quoted around half of the time, while representatives of Nicaraguan anti-

government or US-supported forces were not sourced frequently. Dickson concluded that the 

two newspapers failed to show divergent points of view by legitimizing the US position in the 

conflict.  

In a study of news coverage of five alleged terrorist plots, Matthews (2010) identified 

as many as 26 sources, including government sources (veiled and identifiable), political 

sources (veiled and identifiable), police sources (veiled and identifiable), senior/authoritative 

sources, counter terrorism sources, security sources (veiled and identifiable), member of the 

public, experts, hybrids, community sources, anonymous source, miscellaneous, health 

source, US sources, French sources, spokesperson from Manchester United FC, military 

sources (veiled and identifiable), relatives or friends of Lance Corporal Hashmi, relatives or 

friends of Ken Bigley, Pakistani sources, and Airline sources. His findings showed that across 

five different stories, police sources were the most frequently quoted reference type. This was 

followed by veiled security sources, identifiable government sources, identifiable police 

sources, and individual members of the public (pp.143-144).  

One research question was posed in relation to the usage of news sources in news 

stories: 
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RQ4: What were the dominant news sources used in the news coverage of the 2010 Polish 

Presidential plane crash in media in Poland and Russia? Do they differ? 

News Sources and Media Framing 

 It has been recognized in the literature that sources tend to actively promote 

themselves into the news and reporters choose them depending on their appropriateness for 

the described story and target audience (Lasorsa & Reese, 1990). Therefore, studying the 

usage of news sources in media may provide additional knowledge about the process of 

frame-building. 

As mentioned earlier, different sources enjoy different degree of access to the media 

(Gans, 1979; Hackett, 1985; Hall et al., 1978) and journalists tend to pick official sources 

from powerful actors and institutions for their stories. Gamson (1992) described those news 

sources as ‘frame sponsors’ who make efforts to frame information in their stories in a way 

that is consistent with their preferred framing. Those ‘frame sponsors’ may include 

politicians, editorial writers, bloggers, and experts (Chang et al., 2012). Fishman (1980) and 

Tuchman (1978) have also suggested that this unequal distribution of news sources affects the 

content and interpretation of the news stories. It indicates that news are more of a 

representation of the actions of powerful figures in the society, while general public takes the 

position of observers. This practice leads to framing news stories in favor to those who wield 

the power (Cross, 2010). Chang et al. (2012) stated, that the passive nature of journalists who 

turn to official and established news sources brings more opportunities for these sources to 

dominate the frames, and reporters become the “transmitters of the official viewpoints” (p. 

19). 

 Additionally, Pan & Kosicki (1993) noted that participants plan their actions very 

carefully to achieve their political and communicative aspirations. The authors pointed out 
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that this ‘competition’ between various actors, is judged by media workers who have the 

power to decide to accept one source over another. This is also echoed by other 

communication scholars (i.e., Bennet, 1990; Gans, 1979; Shoemaker & Reese, 1996) who 

noted that media workers take an active role in the frame-building process as they have the 

freedom to choose which source to cite and to organize the information instead of simply 

repeating it.  

Acknowledging the role of news sources in framing of the media news, one research 

question was posed:  

RQ5: How are the sources and  frames used in the news coverage of the 2010 Polish 

Presidential plane crash in media in Poland and Russia related? 
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Method 

The study employs quantitative content analysis to answer the above research 

questions. A quantitative content analysis is considered one of the useful methods to examine 

the content of a broad range of recorder information, including transcripts of interviews, 

discussions in various research, films, TV programs, as well as the editorial and commercial 

content of newspapers and magazines (i.e., Macnamara, 2005; Walizer & Wienir, 1978; 

Wimmer & Dominick, 1987). Content analysis, as a method to study mass media, was first 

introduced by Harold Lasswell in 1927 as a tool to study propaganda and quickly gained 

popularity in the 1920s and 1930s following the rapid growth of communication content of 

movies (Macnamara, 2005). Kerlinger (1973) defined content analysis as a “method of 

studying and analyzing communication in a systematic, objective, and quantitative manner for 

the purpose of measuring variables” (as citied in Wimmer & Dominick 1987, p. 166), while 

Krippendorf (1980) characterized content analysis as a methodology that enables researchers 

to make replicable and valid references from data to their context. Berlson (as citied in 

Macnamara, 2005, p.2) described content analysis as a “research technique for the objective, 

systematic and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication.” In his 

definition, Weber (1990) noted that this research method uses a set of procedures that allows 

it to make accurate deduction from texts.  

Sample and Unit of Analysis 

The unit of analysis is a news story related to the Polish presidential plane crash. They 

were collected from Poland’s TVN24.pl and Russia’s RT.com (formerly known as Russia 

Today). TVN24.pl was launched in 2007 as one of the channel of TVN Group which belongs 

to a private company ITI Group (International Trading and Investments Holdings SA 

Luxembourg).  
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TVN Group is one of the biggest commercial, privately owned  media group in Poland 

with ten television channels, a shopping channel, a leading internet portal (TVN24.pl), and a 

digital platform (“Investors”). Since 2010, TVN Group has been acknowledged to be one of 

the most opinion-making Internet source in Poland (“TVN Group, the leading opinion-

maker...”). The portal’s key demographic are viewers aged 16-49 living in big cities of 

population above 100,000 (“TVN leads the market in commercial target group...”).  

One important aspect that may have an influence on media framing process is media 

outlet’s partisanship. Scholars differentiated media outlets which care about objectivity and 

fairness, from partisan outlets which publish news stories that are framed in a way that 

advances certain political agenda in favor of one party and political viewpoint (i.e., Jamieson, 

Hardy & Romer, 2007; Levendusky, 2013). Dobek-Ostrowska (2011) explored the level of 

political influence on the biggest media in Poland and noted that most of the explored outlets 

were highly subjective towards one of the ruling parties. She pointed out that the media 

performed different functions to political parties such as being their advocates, creating their 

friendly image, providing neutral information, having a critical attitude towards them but 

expressing a balanced point of view, or being aggressive and biased. The author also 

suggested that Polish journalists do not hide their political commitment and since 2005 (when 

Lech Kaczynski was elected Polish President and his party was chosen ruling party) TVN 

Group showed a close relationship with PO despite being a private company. The outlet’s 

director, Edward Miszczak, openly admitted that it is not proper to talk badly about PO on air, 

because the station’s audience mainly consists of PO voters. This is reflected in the outlet’s 

content which is more likely to ridicule PiS, despite the party’s attempts to improve their 

image, than to question PO’s actions (“W TVN nie wolno żartować z PO?...”). Dobek-

Ostrowska (2011) indicated that TVN Group runs its own editorial policy based on negativity, 

poor assessment of the political elite, criticism and skepticism. This bias led to a six-month 
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long boycott of the medium by politicians belonging to PiS from July 2008 to January 2009 

(“W TVN nie wolno żartować z PO?...”).  

RT.com was created in 2005 by Russian government and belongs to Russian 

international news agency RIA Novosti (“RT: About us”). The portal is said to reach a 

population of  million people in over 100 countries. RT’s typical viewers are men aged 35-49 

with college degrees. Additionally, most viewers are business owners, entrepreneurs, 

managers, or government officials (“Russia Today most popular foreign channel...”). It is 

often pointed out that RT’s main purpose is to promote the position of Russian government in 

English-language countries and is oftentimes called “Putin’s medium” (Osborn, 2005).  Being 

funded from Russia’s budget, Putin has previously personally saved it from financial cuts 

(Heyman, 2008).  

The news stories for the study were collected from April 10, 2010 to January 20, 2011. 

This period was chosen because it includes the immediate coverage as well as time after the 

publication of the results of Russian’s investigation  that was published on January 12, 2011. 

The keywords used to search for the news were “Smolensk” for TVN24.pl (the name of the 

city is the most common word used in Poland to refer to the plane crash), and “Polish 

president’s plane crash” for RT.com, which were typed in the search box on respective 

websites. A total of 2257 news were found on TVN24.pl, 1147 of which were published 

during the given period of time. However, some of the articles were focusing on Polish 

politicians who were acquaintances with people on the plane (thus word “Smolensk” appears 

in the articles) but showed no relations to the discussed event and were excluded from the 

research. Additionally, some of the articles mentioned the city (Smolensk) with no relations to 

the plane crash in 2010 and decision was made not to include them in the study. Also, it was 

assumed that articles with less than 200 words would not employ any frame and a total of 47 

news stories were excluded for being too short. In the end, a sample of 421 articles was 
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chosen from TVN24.pl (n=421). A total of 113 news were found on RT.com. After selecting 

the articles in the given time period and excluding interviews and articles that talked about 

Smolensk in different aspects, a sample of 51 articles was chosen for the study (n=51). 

Therefore, this study explores 472 articles in total (n=472).  

Coding 

Each news article was coded for a number of variables, including the six distinct 

frames as defined in Table 1. These frames were derived through a pilot study of 52 randomly 

selected news articles. The author carefully read them to define recurrent themes (Baysha & 

Hallahan, 2007). As a result, three predefined frames were found (Semetko & Valkenburg, 

2000; Maslog et.al, 2006; Lynch & Peer, 2002; Arthur, 2012): conflict frame, attribution of 

responsibility frame, and human interest frame. Additionally, three frames that have not been 

previously defined appeared: international relations frame, conspiracy theories frame, and 

the Katyn Forest massacre frame. Also, other frames category was created as many of the 

studied articles did not employ any of the aforementioned frames or their occurrence was not 

remarkable. This category includes articles which discussed international media coverage of 

the issue, new regulations and policy, or those which published evidences collected during 

investigations without giving any form of commentary.  

Because each news story could contain more than one frame, every theme was coded 

as either dominant, appear or does not appear. The dominant frame was coded when it 

prevailed in more than a half of the paragraphs in the studied article or was the single theme 

of the story , thus articles could have only one dominant and several secondary frames. It was 

possible that no dominant frame was found because of the equal importance allocated to 

different frames.  
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To answer RQ4 and RQ5 regarding the usage of sources, possible major news sources 

were determined by the players somehow involved in the 2010 Polish Presidential plane 

crash. These include: (1) politicians or officials (including policy makers, executors, civil 

servants, ministers, director generals, etc.); (2) ordinary people (i.e., citizens, family 

members); (3) experts (i.e., researchers, professors, pilots); (4) non-governmental agencies or 

its staff; (5) other media outlets or news agencies; and (6) no sources, which were coded as 

the single source that appeared most frequently in the news article.  

Seven possible categories were coded to answer RQ3 as to whom the media attributed 

the responsibility for the plane crash, including: (1) Polish government; (2) Russian 

government; (3) pilots; (4) traffic controllers; (5) manufacturers (i.e., plane companies); (6) 

other; (i.e., weather),  and (7) not mentioned. For the complete code used refer to Appendix 

A.  

Table 1 

The 2010 Presidential plane crash media frames coding key 
Frame name Description 

Conflict frame 

The story characterizes the plane crash as rivalry between 

different groups (i.e., politicians, parties, countries) 

 

Attribution of responsibility frame The story describes the issue in a manner to put 

responsibility for its cause on the government, individual or 

group. Does it point out who is the one to blame? Does it 

say how to take responsibility? Does it talk about further 

plans to solve the issue? 

 

Human interest frame The story focuses on people’s reaction; emotional aspect of 

the media coverage of the issue. Does it use emotional 

words to describe hospitality, sympathy, anger, etc? Does 

the story refer to the private or personal lives of the actors? 

Does it put a human face on the issue?  

 

International relations frame The story refers to the Poland-Russia relations in the past or 

emphasizes the impact the issue will have on the future 

relationship between Poland and Russia 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

31 

 

 

Conspiracy theories frame The story focuses on conspiracy theories, such as terrorist 

attack, assassination, bomb, Russian and Polish 

governments scheme, etc. 

 

The Katyn Forest massacre frame The article refers to the plane crash in terms of the 1940 

Katyn Forest massacre. It emphasizes the history and 

implies similarity between the two events.  

 

Other frames Including calendar, international media coverage of the 

issue, operation of investigation committees, new 

regulations and policy, technology, history of Polish Air 

Force, evidences collected during investigations without 

giving any form of commentary, chaos, political game 

 

Intercoder Reliability 

In the process of media content analysis, a risk of subjectivity in interpretation appears 

which can lead to a low quality research outcome (Chang et al., 2012). To avoid low 

reliability, two coders run the intercoder reliability test including the author and a Polish 

graduate student who studies in Poland. The coder was informed about the purpose of this 

study and trained to become familiar with the study’s mechanics and peculiarities during 

training sessions in which various articles were examined and coded. As multilanguage 

content analysis poses challenges (Peter & Lauf, 2002), it was made sure that the coders have 

proficiency in both Polish and English. Ten per cent of the articles were randomly selected to 

check intercoder reliability (52 articles out of total of 519). The total number of sample 

changed from 519 to 472 during the process of running content analysis as a total of 47 news 

stories appeared to be too short to be included in the study. The reliability was measured using 

Cohen’s kappa, which is used only with two coders (Brennan & Prediger, 1981). In a study in 

which units are coded, Cohen’s kappa provides straightforward results as it documents point-

by-point agreement which allows to notice details at which the agreement is smaller and 

requires sequential analysis. Therefore, this coefficient is suitable for this study as it describes 
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agreement with respect to how a coding scheme was used (Bakeman & Gottman, 1997).  This 

method suggests that results above 0.81 are considered highly reliable and those above 0.61 

reliable (Cohen, 1960). The results of the intercoder reliability tests, as presented in Table 2, 

showed that the international relations frame achieved the lowest, yet acceptable, level of 

0.859. Conflict frame and attribution of responsibility frame received score of 0.914, while 

human interest frame – 0.925. Remaining categories, major news source, conspiracy theories 

frame, Katyn Forest massacre frame, and attribution of responsibility achieved the highest 

level of 1. 

Table 2 

Intercoder reliability test results 

 Cohen’s Kappa 

Major News Source 1 

Conflict Frame 0.914 

Attribution of Responsibility Frame 0.914 

Human Interest Frame 0.925 

International Relations Frame 0.859 

Conspiracy Theory Frame 1 

Katyn Forest Massacre Frame 1 

Attribution of Responsibility 1 
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Findings 

Use of News Frames 

The first research question asked what the dominant frame was in the news coverage 

of the 2010 Polish Presidential plane crash and if they differed in the Polish and Russian 

media. The results (Table 3) revealed that both TVN24 and RT employed the attribution of 

responsibility frame most frequently (TVN24 – 28.5%; RT - 41.2%). TVN wrote
1
:  

 

(B1
2
). Terrorist attack, explosion, fire on board, failure of the technology, ill-

prepared airport – none of these things caused the crash of the Presidential plane 

Tu-154 near Smolensk. This is the conclusion of the findings of the Interstate 

Aviation Committee (IAC), which on Wednesday, in Moscow, presented the 

preliminary report of the investigation. IAC pointed out, however, that the crew of 

the Tu-154 did not undergo regular training and was formed a few days before the 

disaster.  

 

Therefore, the results indicate that TVN24 and RT were similar in covering the issue 

as they employed attribution of responsibility in most of their articles. However, they differed 

in their choices of other media frames. The Polish outlet paid more attention to people’s 

reactions (21.1%): 

(B2). Poles, especially residents of Warsaw, began mourning in the early 

afternoon. They spontaneously began to hang flags with pall and organize 

joint stand. Internet users started to convene on Facebook to light candles in 

front of the Presidential palace at 8:00 PM.  

 

                                                 
1 English translations of articles published by TVN24 were provided. Excerpts with original language can be 

found  in Appendix B.  
2 Number of article in Appendix B. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

34 

 

Russian outlet was more concerned with the two countries’ relations in the past and 

the impact the crash would have on the future relationship between Poland and Russia 

(35.3%): 

Moscow and Warsaw cannot have bad relations just because Russia is the 

second trade partner for Poland, Malygin believes. And Warsaw is a leading 

economic partner for Russia in Central and Eastern Europe. 

  Third most frequently used media frame in the news coverage by TVN24 was 

international relations (19.0%): 

(B3). Both, Medvedev and Komorowski, talked about symbolic issues in the 

mutual relations between Poland and Russia: Katyn Forest and the crash 

near Smolensk. Medvedev recalled that in recent years Russia has done “a 

series of unprecedented steps” in terms of restoring the truth about the 

Katyn massacre. 

In case of RT, third dominant media frame was human impact (27.5%): 

In Moscow people have been queuing at the Polish Embassy to express their 

condolences. On Monday Russia’s President Medvedev visited the embassy. 

He laid flowers at a specially-installed photograph of Polish president Lech 

Kaczynski and his wife Maria. 

  TVN24 employed conflict frame in 16.0% of its articles making it the fourth most 

prominent frame: 

(B4). Not without incidents and emotions ran the parliamentary debate about 

government’s actions regarding the plane crash near Smolensk. Members of the 

parliament present at the meeting shouted at the Prime Minister such words as 

‘shame!’ and ‘betrayal!’. Those who tried to hang their banners were walked out 

by the Parliamentary Guard. Government ministers also could not hold their 

nerves.  
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 RT on the other hand paid more attention to conspiracy theories (13.8%) which 

started to spread among Polish society: 

Although the Russian investigation into the deadly crash of Lech 

Kaczynski’s presidential plane has been completed, rumors and conspiracy 

theories remain despite the fact Poland is said to be satisfied with the 

findings. 

Other difference lied in the frequency of the Katyn Forest massacre frame which 

appeared in 1.7% of articles published by TVN24 but was not employed in any of RT’s 

articles: 

(B5). I have no words. This is a disaster, the second after Katyn. They tried 

to cut off our head there, and now our country’s elite perished at the same 

place – said Poland’s former President Lech Walesa. He noted, that despite 

the differences, the crash near Smolensk is a “great loss for our country, 

which will be difficult to make up”.  

Table 3 

News coverage of frames 
 TVN24 (n=421) RT (n=51) 

Appears       Dominant Total Appears Dominant Total 

Conflict Frame 55 (13.1%) 12 (2.9%) 67 (16.0%) 3 (5.9%) 1 (2%) 4 (7.8%) 

Attribution of 

Responsibility Frame 
75 (17.8%) 45 (10.7%) 

120 

(28.5%) 
16 (31.3%) 5 (9.8%) 21 (41.2%) 

Human Interest 

Frame 
41 (9.7%) 48 (11.4%)  89 (21.1%) 8 (15.7%) 6 (11.8%) 14 (27.5%) 

International 

Relations Frame 
42 (10%) 38 (9.0%) 80 (19%) 11 (21.5%) 7 (13.7%) 18 (35.3%) 

Conspiracy Theories 

Frame 
36 (8.6%) 10 (2.4%) 46 (11.0%) 5 (9.8%) 2 (3.9%) 7 (13.8%) 

Katyn Forest 

Massacre Frame 
3 (0.7%) 4 (1.0%) 7 (1.7%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Other Frames 4 (1.0%) 8 (2.0%) 12 (3.0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Note. Each cell shows number of published articles within each media outlet containing each type of frame, followed by the percentage in 

parentheses.  
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Attribution of Responsibility 

The second research question asked to whom did the media in Poland and Russia 

attribute the responsibility for the plane crash and if they differed in this aspect.  Results 

showed that TVN24 and RT did not differ and attributed the responsibility to pilots in most of 

their articles (TVN24 – 9.0%; RT - 37.3%) (Table 4). However, even though the pilots were 

blamed most often by both media, there was a significant difference in the percentage of 

articles mentioning them as the culprits. The dissimilarity is partially influenced by TVN24’s 

attributing the responsibility also to Russian government, Russian traffic controllers, as well 

as manufacturers in its articles (5.0%, 5.2%, and 0.2% respectively), while RT did not 

mention those people in any of its news stories. In addition, the proportion of articles 

mentioning possible culprits responsible for the plane crash varied significantly as TVN24 did 

not accuse anyone in 71.5% of its articles, while RT avoid blaming in 55% of the news 

stories.  

Table 4 

Attribution of responsibility 

Note. Each cell shows number of published articles within each media outlet containing each type of blamed 

actor, followed by the percentage in parentheses.  

 

 

 TVN24 (n=421) RT (n=51) 

Polish Government 34 (8.1%) 2 (4%) 

Russian Government 21 (5.0%) 0 (0%) 

Pilots 38 (9.0%) 18 (35.3%) 

Traffic Controllers 22 (5.2%) 0 (0%) 

Manufacturers 1 (0.2%) 0 (0%) 

Other 4 (1.0%) 1 (2%) 

Not mentioned 

Total 

301 (71.5%) 

421 (100%) 

28 (55%) 

51 (100%) 
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Use of News Frames Across Time 

 The third research question asked if the dominant frame in the news coverage of the 

2010 Polish presidential plane crash in the Polish and Russian media changed over time and if 

the media differed in their employment of media frames as the issue unfolded. The study 

included news stories published from April 10, 2010 to January 20, 2011. This period 

includes the immediate news coverage of the plane crash as well as first eight days after the 

publication of the results of Russian’s investigation on January 12, 2011.  

TVN24.  

In the media coverage of the plane crash by Polish media, frames changed over time as 

the unfolding event brought attention to new issues. At the beginning of the coverage, human 

interest frame was clearly dominant with 44 published articles. In May the frequency of the 

frame decreased significantly and even though the prevalence continued to grow and shrink 

throughout the media coverage it became the third dominant frame in December. 

With 22 articles discussing the responsibility for the plane crash, attribution of 

responsibility frame was the third dominant in April, 2010. Its occurrence significantly 

increased in January, 2011 with 45 published articles what made it the dominant frame.  

A total of 35 articles published in April and May discussed the future of relations 

between Poland and Russia, while 18 of them described the plane crash as a result of conflict.  

Figure 3 depicts in a graph the patterns of frame occurrence across time for TVN24. 

For esthetical reasons, the graph only shows attribution of responsibility frame, international 

relations frame, and human interest frame as their occurrences were most remarkable.  
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Figure 3. Attribution of responsibility frame, human interest frame and international relations 

frame distribution across time (TVN24) 

 

RT. 

Similarly to TVN24, in the media coverage of the plane crash by Russian media 

different frames prevailed at different periods of time, creating several single-peaked patterns 

of dominance (Figure 4).  

At the beginning of the news coverage, human interest frame was dominant and after 

decreasing significantly in May it peaked twice in August and January. Even though the 

attribution of responsibility frame dominated the media coverage in April and May its 

occurrence started to decrease in June to totally disappear in July. Its frequency peaked in 

December and in January it was the dominant frame in the media coverage by RT.  

The media outlet started to focus on the mutual relations between Poland and Russia in 

June and July when the international relations frame became dominant. The issue remained a 

matter of discussion in the media coverage till October. After two months of absence, it 

peaked again and became second most frequently used frame in January. 
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Figure 4 presents the occurrence of attribution of responsibility frame, human impact 

frame and international relations frame across time as those frames prevailed the most in the 

media coverage of Russian media outlet.  

 

Figure 4. Attribution of responsibility frame, human impact frame, and international relations 

frame distribution across time (RT).  

 

Use of News Sources 

The fourth research question asked about the use of news sources by the media in 

Poland and Russia. The descriptive statistics (Table 5) show that in the media coverage of 

TVN24 and RT politicians or officials were the most cited source type (50.8% and 41.2% 

respectively). Additionally, both outlets quoted other media outlets with a comparable 

frequency (TVN24 – 15.4%, RT – 19.6%).  

The results showed some differences between the two media outlets, most significant 

being the disparity in the percentage of articles which cited ordinary people most frequently 
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(TVN24 – 9.5%; RT – 2%). In addition, RT referred to experts (29.4%) as its main sources 

more often than TVN24 (17.3%) 

Table 5 

Major news source 
 TVN24 (n=421) RT (n=51) 

Politicians or Officials 214 (50.8%) 21 (41.2%) 

Ordinary People 40 (9.5%) 1 (2%) 

Experts 73 (17.3%) 15 (29.4%) 

Non-governmental Agencies or 

its Staff 
13 (3.1%) 2 (3.9%) 

Other Media Outlets or News 

Agencies 
65 (15.4%) 10 (19.6%) 

No Sources 

Total 

16 (3.8%) 

421 (100%) 

2 (3.9%) 

51 (100%) 

Note. Each cell shows number of published articles within each media outlet containing each type of news 

source, followed by the percentage in parentheses.  

 

Relations Between News Sources and Frames 

Analysis of the relationship between news sources and frames may provide 

meaningful information about the impact choice of particular source may have on framing. 

The results showed that, in TVN24’s media coverage, politicians or officials were mostly 

cited in articles that characterized the plane crash as a rivalry between different groups 

(74.6%), as well as articles that employed international relations frame (56.3%), attribution of 

responsibility frame (40.0%), human interest frame (43.8%), and conspiracy theories frame 

(56.5%). Additionally, politicians and ordinary people were most cited in articles with the 

Katyn Forest massacre frame (28.6% each). Results are presented in Table 6.   
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Table 6 

 Relations between news sources and frames (TVN24)  
 

Conflict 

Frame 

Attribution of 

Responsibility 

Frame 

Human 

Interest 

Frame 

International 

Relations 

Frame 

Conspiracy 

Theories 

Frame 

Katyn 

Forest 

Massacre 

Frame 

Politicians or 

Officials 

 

50 (74.6%) 48 (40.0%) 39 (43.8%) 45 (56.3%) 26 (56.5%) 2 (28.6%) 

Ordinary  

People 

 

3 (4.5%) 3 (2.5%) 21 (23.6%) 3 (3.8%) 7 (15.2%%) 2 (28.6%) 

Experts 

 

3 (4.5%) 45 (37.5%) 6 (6.7%) 2 (2.5%) 2 (4.3%) 1 (14.3%) 

Non-

governmental 

Agencies or 

its Staff 

 

1 (1.5%) 0 (0%) 5 (5.6%) 2 (2.5%) 2 (4.3%) 1 (14.3%) 

Other Media 

Outlets or 

News 

Agencies 

 

8 (11.9%) 20 (16.7%) 13 (14.6%) 26 (32.5%) 8 (17.4%) 1 (14.3%) 

Other 2 (3.0%) 4 (3.3%) 5 (5.6%) 2 (2.5%) 1 (2.2%) 0 (0%) 

Total 67 (100%) 120 (100%) 89  (100%) 80 (100%) 46 (100%) 7 (100%) 

Note. Each cell shows number of published articles within the media outlet containing each type of frame and 

news source, followed by the percentage in parentheses.  

 

 

As for RT, governmental sources were most cited in articles with attribution of 

responsibility frame (42.9%), international relations frame (38.9%), and human interest frame 

(35.7%). In the case of the international relations, politicians and officials shared the position 

of most quoted source with experts (38.9% each). Experts were also most cited sources in 
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articles in which conflict and conspiracy theories frames (75%, and 57.1% respectively). The 

results are presented in Table 7.  

Table 7 

Relations between news sources and frames (RT)  

 Conflict 

Frame 

Attribution of 

Responsibility 

Frame 

Human 

Interest 

Frame 

International 

Relations 

Frame 

Conspiracy 

Theories 

Frame 

Katyn 

Forest 

Massacre 

Frame 

Politicians or 

Officials 

 

1 (25%) 9 (42.9%) 5 (35.7%) 7 (38.9%) 2 (28.6%) 0 (0%) 

Ordinary 

People 

 

0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (5.6%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Experts 

 

3 (75%) 8 (38.1%) 3 (21.4%) 7 (38.9%) 4 (57.1%) 0 (0%) 

Non-

governmental 

Agencies or 

its Staff 

 

0 (0%) 1 (4.8%) 1 (7.1%) 0 (0%) 1 (14.3%) 0 (0%) 

Other Media 

Outlets or 

News Agencies 

0 (0%) 2 (9.5%) 4 (28.6%) 3 (16.7%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

 

Other 

0 (0%) 1 (4.8%)  1 (7.1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

 

Total 

4 (100%) 21 (100%) 14 (100%) 18 (100%) 7 (100%) 0 (0%) 

Note. Each cell shows number of published articles within the media outlet containing each type of frame and 

news source, followed by the percentage in parentheses.  
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Discussion 

 Polish media outlet dealt with the plane crash with more attention compared to 

Russian, which is reflected in the number of sample articles collected for the study (n=468; 

n=51). Wu (2000) studied several determinants that influence international news coverage in 

38 countries and found out that each of the studied states’ news output demonstrated regional 

preference. As the plane crash involved top Polish officials, the issue, understandably, 

dominated Polish media for many months. Even though the accident happened in Russia, the 

topic dominated the country’s media only in the beginning of the media coverage. Few 

months into the issue RT has only reported on significant evidences found by the Russian 

investigation team.  Another determinant, among others found by Wu (2000) was press 

freedom which significantly influenced the foreign news volume. In 2010 Russian Federation 

ranked 140 out of 173 countries in the World Press Freedom Index (Reporters Without 

Borders) (Poland ranked 32). Known as ‘Putin’s medium’, RT is highly influenced by 

government as to what can and cannot be published. This indicator might have influences the 

amount of articles about Polish Presidential plane crash.    

 The first aim of this paper was to define the dominant frame and asses differences in 

the use of news frame among two media outlets from Poland and Russia.  To answer research 

questions posed in the paper six frames were examined, three of which have previously been 

discussed in the various literature, and three which have been defined especially for the study. 

The most common frames were, in order of frequency, attribution of responsibility, human 

interest and international relations for TVN24, and attribution of responsibility, international 

relations, human interest for RT. The similarities found in the media framing, especially the 

dominance of attribution of responsibility frame, may be the result of centuries of Poland and 

Russia being locked in an exchange of accusations over responsibility for various events in 

the history of the two countries, especially the Katyn Forest massacre. This is reflected in 
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Pavlik’s (2008) definition of frames which states that the way media in different countries 

frame the same message highly depends on the cultural, political and economic context. 

Another possible explanation of the similarity in frames in media coverage is that during 

remarkable events, media are less likely to be diverse, especially in the beginning of the 

coverage (Li et al., 2002).  To avoid being accused for the plane crash Russians tried to 

carefully report the operation of investigation teams while answering questions about 

responsibility. Poles on the other hand searched for an answer about responsibility of Russian 

traffic controllers whose actions were omitted in the final results published by Russian 

investigation team.  

 As results showed, both media outlets put the responsibility for the crash on pilots. 

However, TVN24 has also pointed out to the fault of Polish government in many of its 

articles. The journalists mentioned that the event was not planned carefully and that there 

have been indications that the overall condition of the Tu-154M was not satisfactory. They 

have also noted that the Polish Air Force’s pilots did not have proper conditions for trainings 

for which they blamed Polish government. Polish media have also blamed Russian 

government for not cooperating with Polish site during the preparation phase of the event. 

They also pointed out to the bad condition of the airport in Smolensk, for which they put the 

responsibility on Russian politicians. TVN24 in many of its articles did not hesitate to blame 

Russian traffic controllers for misleading the pilots of Polish presidential plane. RT on the 

other hand did not mention Russian government’s and traffic controllers’ responsibility in any 

of its articles. One of the possible reasons is the fact that in 2010 it was noted that the space 

for independent media in Russia has continued to be reduced as the judicial system became 

more submissive to the government and media ownership was controlled by the state. 

Additionally, Russian journalists who reported on sensitive issues had to face severe 
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repercussions. This led to self-censorship of media workers who tried to avoid harassment, 

closure of their media outlets, and even murder (Karlekar, 2010).  

 Another aim of this study was to investigate whether the framing changed over time. 

The findings confirm Li et al.’s (2002) suggestion that media coverage of important events is 

a very dynamic process which involves noticeable changes of frames as the issue develops. 

Responsibility frame dominated TVN24’s coverage in July and was the second dominant 

frame in September. Its occurrence significantly increased in January with 42 published 

articles what made it the dominant frame in the end of the studied period of time. This 

followed the publication of the results of the Russian investigation in January. Many of the 

articles in Polish media outlet questioned the lack of interpretation of Russian traffic 

controllers’ part in the crash and discussed the published evidences such as recordings from 

the black boxes.  

 The dominance of human interest frame at the beginning of the media coverage is 

understandable as most of the articles presented profiles of the victims as well as reactions of 

families of the deceased and Polish and Russian citizens. As the media coverage proceeded, 

the human interest frame declined. The sudden growth of the frequency of the frame in 

December is coherent as it is time of Christmas which is the most celebrated Holiday in 

Poland.  

 High frequency of international relations frame in TVN24 followed the media 

coverage of evidences of sympathy Russians showed right after the plane crash. Many articles 

were voicing the possibility for the Russian-Polish relations to improve and to resolve the 

long-lasting dispute revolving around the mass murder in the Katyn Forest. Similarly, the 

sudden growth of international relations frame in June and July in RT’s media coverage is a 

result of Presidential elections that were held in Poland on June 20 (first round) and July 4 
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(second round) which followed the sudden death of Poland’s President Kaczynski. Two 

candidates were fighting for the office – Bronislaw Komorowski, a representative of PO, and 

Jaroslaw Kaczynski, President Kaczynski’s twin brother. Russian media widely discussed the 

elections and each candidate’s perspective on relationship with Russia. They pointed out that 

Komorowski has expressed his will to restore international relations with Russia, while 

Jaroslaw Kaczynski would probably continue his brother’s anti-Russian politics.  

 Another important factor that influences shaping of media frames is sourcing. This 

study found that the most common source in the two media outlets were politicians or 

officials and experts. This choice of sources might have contributed to the predominance of 

attribution of responsibility frame in the media coverage in both Poland and Russia. As 

Entman (1991) noted, governmental officials are the safest and easiest sources to give stories 

legitimacy. What is more, the rare usage of other news sources implies that TVN24 and RT 

let highly placed government officials regulate the direction of the debate. This finding is 

supported by the literature (i.e., Chu, 2010).  

 Final aim of this study was to investigate the relations between news sources and 

frames. The results showed that, in TVN24’s media coverage, politicians or officials were 

mostly cited in articles that characterized the plane crash as a rivalry between different 

groups. In a parliamentary multiparty system like Poland the base of a conflict is a multiparty 

coalition government with a multiparty opposition, therefore politicians were most cited as 

representatives of two sides of the conflict.  In addition, known for its partisanship toward PO, 

TVN24 tended to present the members of the opposition party (PiS) in a negative light as the 

main conflict seekers.  

 In articles with the Katyn Forrest massacre frame, politicians and ordinary people were 

most citied sources. The first people to refer to the plane crash in terms of the Katyn Forest 
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massacre, calling it ‘Second Katyn tragedy’, ‘New Katyn’ or ‘Katyn’s new victims’ were 

Poland’s former Presidents Lech Walesa (pr.1990-1995) and Aleksander Kwasniewski (pr. 

1995-2005). Similar comparisons were also made by families of victims who connected both 

events in their statements.  

 Worth noticing is also the finding that in TVN24’s articles framed with conspiracy 

theories frame politicians are the most cited source. Most of the conspiracy theories, including 

planned assassination, were issued by Poland President Kaczynski’s political party members. 

The party has been known for representing anti-Russia sentiments and its supporters believed 

that Kaczynski was not welcomed in Russia. Professor Janusz Czapinski, in an interview for 

news website Gazeta.pl, enumerated several factors that cause creation of conspiracy theories. 

One of the causes is lack of trust in the state, government and politicians. Two reports 

published by Russian and Polish investigation teams were signed by respective governments. 

The fact that Russian government certified the report only imposed more prejudices in Poles’ 

eyes and no matter how fair the report could be, it was easy for Polish people to undermine its 

credibility. Second of the possible causes that influence the creation of conspiracy theories is, 

according to professor Czapinski, the rank of the event. The greater the tragedy, the stronger 

motivation to find a rational explanation of it. The professor noted that usually, in such a 

situation, people tend to reject coincidence as a possible cause. Conspiracy theories offers 

explanations for those who do not believe in coincidence and randomness. Thanks to the 

theories they achieve spiritual balance because their coherent picture of the world is not 

challenged (Bryla, 2013).   

 Politicians, officials and experts were most cited sources in RT’s articles with 

attribution of responsibility frame. Those sources are considered the safest and easiest to give 

stories legitimacy. Therefore, their usage in articles applying responsibility for the event to 

individuals or group of people is understandable. It also comes in accord with previous 
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statement, that RT’s main mission is to promote the position of Russian government in 

English-language countries. 

Limitations and Suggestions for Further Research 

 The research has several limitations. First of all, the sample captured only articles 

published within a ten-month period. This time does not include the publication of results of 

investigations run by Polish side and President Kaczynski’s political party.  It is important to 

notice that the 2010 Presidential plane crash is still present in media in Poland, with the most 

recent news regarding the validity of Russian’s investigation being published in April, 2015. 

Therefore, it was not possible to fully analyze how the frames were formed and how they 

changed over time.  

Second, this study is limited by its sample of only one media outlet from Poland and 

Russia. It would be useful to analyze the media coverage of the issue across different media 

outlets in each of the country involved to see how different the framing was within a country. 

According to the results retrieved from this study, RT did not use Katyn Forest massacre 

frame in any of its study, while Krasko (2010) listed headlines of articles published in 

Russia’s daily newspapers that would suggest that the comparison of the Katyn massacre with 

the plane crash in Smolensk had been made (i.e., “Katyn claimed new victims”, “Second 

Katyn”). It would be interesting to see what approach those articles presented. Future research 

should thus consider examining a broader representation of news media, including television, 

radio and newspapers.  

Third,  this study is also limited by its use of English-language media in Russia. Future 

research should include local media outlets written in Russian to explore if the expressions 

used in the media coverage were similar and if they influenced framing.  
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Conclusion 

The Polish Presidential plane crash in 2010 has permanently inscribed itself in the 

history of Poland and Russia. In its aftermath, various media outlets had to select and 

communicate the news using the mechanism of framing. They had to consider multiple 

aspects of the issue, including private one, technical description of the accident, as well as 

deep political repercussions such as the future of Polish-Russian relationship, presidential 

election, and the symbolism of Katyn. Immediately after the accident, moods in most of the 

media outlets were similar which was reflected in the similarities in the news reports. 

However, as the aftermath of the event continued, differences started to appear expressing 

individual characters of the outlets. 

This study applied media framing theory to a real incident which involved two 

countries, Poland and Russia. Through content analysis of media coverage of the 2010 Polish 

Presidential plane crash, it contributes to the general knowledge of news making routine and 

to understanding of the ways in which politics and other issues of international importance are 

framed in the news in different countries. By exploring frames specially defined for this 

study, in addition to the predefined frames, it adds to the findings of Neuman et al. (1992). 

Additionally, the cross-country perspective presented in this study extends general findings of 

journalistic practices in post-communist countries with a relatively young democratic systems, 

and integrates the practices with the historical and political aspects of news frames. By doing 

so, this paper fills the gap in the literature as Polish and Russian news coverage of an issue 

has not been previously compared.  

The exploration of media frames in news coverage of the 2010 Polish Presidential 

plane crash may also contribute to the practice of journalism. The findings suggest that 

employed news frames were a result of interaction between news sources and reporters. 
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Therefore, journalists should choose their sources of news more consciously because that 

selection influences the employment of frames. By reviewing the credibility and objectivity of 

the sources, the reporters should be able to tell what frames are used by which source of 

information.  

 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

51 

 

References 

2010 World Press Freedom Index. (n.d.). Retrieved 23 April, 2015 from 

http://index.rsf.org/#!/ 

Amoroso, D. (2011). Moving towards complicity as a criteria of attribution of private 

conducts: imputation to states of corporate abuses in the US case law. Leiden Journal 

of International Law, 24 (4), 989-1007.  

An, S.K., & Gower, K.K. (2009). How do the news media frame crises? A content analysis of 

crisis news coverage. Public Relations Review, 35, 107-112. 

Arceneaux, K., & Stein, R.M. (2006). Who is held responsible when disaster strikes? The 

attribution of responsibility for a natural disaster in an urban election. Journal of 

Urban Affairs, 28 (1), 43-53.  

Arthur, J.B. (2012, April 25). Framing child neglect: A content analysis of national and 

regional U.S. newspaper coverage. A Capstone Project, presented to the faculty of the 

School of Communication in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Masters of Arts in Public Communication. 

Aslund, A., & Kuchins, A. (2009). Pressing the “reset button” on U.S. – Russia relations. 

Peterson Institute for International Economics, Washington, D.C.  

Bahador, B. (2007). The CNN effect in action: How the news media pushed the west toward 

war in Kosovo. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Bakeman, R., & Gottman, J.M. (1997). Observing interaction: An introduction to sequential 

analysis (2
nd

 ed.). New York: Cambridge University Press. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

52 

 

Baysha, O., &  Hallahan, K. (2004). Media framing of the Ukrainian political crisis, 2000-

2001. Journalism Studies, 5(2), 233-246, DOI: 10.1080/1461670042000211203. 

Bennet, W.L. (1990). Toward a theory of press-state relations in the United States. Journal of 

Communication, 56(3), 467-485.   

Bennet, W. L. (1995). News: The politics of illusion. New York: Longman.  

Bly, T. (2002). Impact of public perception on US national policy: a study of media influence 

in military and government decision making, Monterey, CA: Naval Postgraduate 

School.  

Brams, S.J. (1975). Game theory and politics. New York, NY: Free Press. 

Brennan, R.L., & Prediger, D.J. (1981). Coefficient Kappa: Some uses, misuses, and 

alternatives. Educational and Psychological Measurement, 41(3), 687-699.  

Bryla, M. (2013, April 10). Skąd się biorą smoleńskie teorie spiskowe? „Polacy wolą wierzyć, 

że inni chcą nam zaszkodzić”. Gazeta.pl. Retrieved from 

http://wiadomosci.gazeta.pl/wiadomosci/1,114871,13705777,Skad_sie_biora_smolens

kie_teorie_spiskowe___Polacy.html  

Cammaerts, B. (2012). The strategic use of metaphors by political and media elites: The 

2007-11 Belgian constitutional crisis. International Journal of Media & Cultural 

Politics, 8 (2/3), 229-249. DOI: 10.1386/macp.8.2-3.229_1.  

Cappella, J., & Jamieson, K. (1997). Spiral of cynicism. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Carlsnaes, W., Risse, T., & Simmons, B.A. (2013). Handbook of international relations. 

London: Sage.  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

53 

 

Chang, P.K., Faridah, I., Fauziah, A., & Chew, C.K. (2012). Frame contention between news 

sources and news media: Framing the dispute of teaching mathematics and science in 

English. Asian Social Science, 8(5), 16-28.  

Cheremushkin, P. (2002). Russian-Polish relations: A long way from stereotypes to 

reconciliation. Intermarium, 5 (3), 1-30. 

Cho, S.H., & Gower, K.K. (2006). Framing effect on the public’s response to crisis: Human 

interest frame and crisis type influencing responsibility and blame. Public Relations 

Review, 32 (4), 420-422. 

Chong, D., & Druckman, J.N. (2007). Framing theory. Annual Review of Political Science, 

10, 103-126. 

Chu, K. (2010). Framing Chinese migrant workers: A comparison of media coverage in 

Mainland China and Hong Kong. Graduate Theses and Dissertations. Paper 11850.  

Cichocki, B. (2013). Stosunki z Rosją po pięciu latach polskiej polityki normalizacji. 

Kwartalnik Biura Bezpieczeństwa Narodowego, 27, 29 - 48.  

Cohen, B. (1963). The press and foreign policy. New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Cohen, J. (1960). A coefficient of agreement for nominal scales. Educational and 

Psychological Measurement, 20, 37-46.  

Cohen, L.R. (2013). Smolensk under the Nazis. Everyday life in occupied Russia. Rochester, 

NY: University of Rochester Press. 

Cohen, Y. (1986). Media diplomacy: The foreign office in the mass communications age. 

London: Frank Cass. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

54 

 

Constitution of the Republic of Poland (1997). Retrieved 14 October 2014, from 

http://www.sejm.gov.pl/prawo/konst/angielski/kon1.htm 

Cross, K.A. (2010). Experts in the news: The differential use of sources in election television 

news. Canadian Journal of Communication, 35 (3), 413-430. 

Davison, W.P. (1974). News media and international negotiations. The Public Opinion 

Quarterly, 38 (2), 174-191. 

Dabrowski, M. (2011). Medialna dżungla luster. Wydawnictwo ANTYK Marcin Dybowski. 

De Vreese, C.H. (2005). News framing: Theory and typology. Information Design Journal  

Document Design 13 (1), 51-62.  

De Vreese, C.H., Peter, J., & Semetko, H.A. (2001). Framing politics at the launch of the 

Euro: A cross-national comparative study of frames in the news. Political 

Communication, 18 (2), 107-122. 

Dickson, S.H. (1992). Press and US policy toward Nicaragua, 1983-1987: A study of the New 

York Times and Washington Post. Journalism Quarterly, 69, 562-571.  

Dimitrova, D.V., & Stromback, J. (2005). Mission accomplished? Framing of the Iraq war in 

the elite newspaper in Sweden and the United States. The International Journal for 

Communication Studies, 67(5), 399-417. 

Dittmer, L. (1977). Political culture and political symbolism: Toward a theoretical synthesis. 

World Politics, 29 (4), 552-583.  

Dobek-Ostrowska, B. (2011). Polski system medialny na rozdrożu. Media w polityce, polityka 

w mediach. Wrocław: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego. 

Edelman, M. (1964). The symbolic uses of politics. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press.  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

55 

 

Entman, R.M (1991). Framing U.S. coverage of international news: Contrasts in narratives of 

the KAL and Iran air incidents. The Journal of Communication, 41(4), 6-27.  

Entman, R.M (1993). Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm. The Journal of 

Communication, 43(4), 51-58.  

Evans, M. (2008). The effect of media framing on international affairs: the Israeli – 

Palestinian Conflict. San Francisco. Retrieved from 

http://citation.allacademic.com//meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/2/5/4/2/6/pages254

26 6/p254266-1.php.  

Fairclough, N. (1989). Language and power. London: Longman. 

Faridah, I., Latiffah, P., Chang, P.K., Fuziah, K.H.B., Badrul, R.A.H, & Wan, A.W.M. 

(2011). Journalists and news sources: Implications of professionalism in war reporting. 

The Innovation Journal: The Public Sector Innovation Journal, 16 (3), 1-12.  

Fischer, B., & Swierczynska – Glownia, W. (2008). Dostęp do informacji ustawowo 

chronionych, zarządzanie informacją – zagadnienia podstawowe dla dziennikarzy. 

Kraków: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego.  

Fishman, M. (1980). Manufacturing the news. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. 

Fry, J.D. (2014). Attribution of responsibility. SHARES Research Paper 37. Retrieved from 

http://www.sharesproject.nl/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SHARES-RP-37-final.pdf.  

Gamson, W.A. (1992). Talking politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Gamson, W.A. (2004). Bystanders, public opinion, and the media. In D.A. Snow, S.A. Soule, 

& H. Kriesi (Eds.), The Blackwell companion to social movements (pp. 242-261). Cambridge, 

UK: Cambridge University Press.  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

56 

 

Gans, H.J. (1979). Deciding what’s news: A study of CBS Evening News, NBC Nightly News, 

Newsweek and Time. New York, NY: Vintage Books. 

Gasior, M. (n.d.). W TVN nie wolno żartować z PO? Politycy PiS: wiemy to od dawna. Ale 

bojkotu nie będzie. Natemat.pl. Retrieved from: http://natemat.pl/28243,w-tvn-nie-

wolno-zartowac-z-po-politycy-pis-wiemy-to-od-dawna-ale-bojkotu-nie-bedzie# 

Gitlin, T. (1980). The whole world is watching. Mass media in the making and unmaking of 

the new left, with a new preface (1
st
 ed.). University of California Press.  

Goffman, E. (1972). Frame analysis. New York: Harper and Row. 

Gowing, N. (1994). Real-time television coverage of armed conflicts and diplomatic crises: 

does it pressure or distort foreign policy decisions? Harvard working paper, 

Cambridge, MA: The Joan Shorenstein Barone Center on the Press, Politics and Public 

Policy, Harvard University.  http://shorensteincenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/03/1994_ 01_gowing.pdf 

Graber, D. (1988). Processing the news: How people tame the information tide. New York: 

Longman. 

Graber, D. (1993). Mass media and American politics. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 

Griffiths, M., & O’Callaghan, T. (2012). International relations: the key concepts. London 

and New York: Routledge.  

Grodzki, R. (2010). Stosunki polsko-rosyjskie – nowe otwarcie? In J. Dobrowolska-Polak, M. 

Goetz, P. Cichocki (Eds.), Biuletyn Instytutu Zachodniego, 38, (pp. 1-11).  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

57 

 

Grzyb, T., & Dolinski, D. (2013). The Smolensk disaster and the dynamics of death-related 

thoughts accessibility. International Journal of Social Science Studies, 1(1), 184-191. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.11114/ijsss.v1i1.34 

Hackett, R.A. (1985). A hierarchy of access: Aspects of source bias in Canadian TV news. 

Journalism Quarterly, 62(2), 256-277. 

Hall, S., Clark, J.N., Critcher, C., Jefferson, T., & Roberts, B. (1978). Policing the crisis: 

Mugging, the state, and law and order. London: Macmillan. 

Hallahan, K. (1999). Seven models of framing: Implications for public relations. Journal of 

Public Relations Research, 11(3), 205-242. 

Hermida, A., Lewis, S.C., & Rodrigo, Z. (April, 2012). Sourcing the Arab Spring: A case 

study of Andy Carvin’s sources during the Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions. Paper 

presented at the International Symposium on Online Journalism in Austin, TX. 

Retrieved from: https://online.journalism.utexas.edu/2012/papers/Hermida.pdf 

Hertog, J.K. (2000). Elite press coverage of the 1986 US – Libya conflict: A case study of 

tactical and strategic critique. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 77 (3), 

612-627.  

Hertog, J.K., & McLeod, D.M. (2001). A multiperspectival approach to framing analysis: A 

field guide. In S.D. Reese, O.H. Gandy, & A.E. Grant (Eds.), Framing public life, (pp. 

139-162). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.  

Heyman, W. (2008, May 18). A voice of Mother Russia, in English. The New York Times. 

Retrieved from: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/18/arts/television/18heym.html? 

pagewanted=print&_r=0 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

58 

 

Holt, L.F., & Major, L. H. (2010). Frame and blame: An analysis of how national and local 

newspapers framed the Jena Six controversy. Journalism & Mass Communication 

Quarterly, 87 (3/4), 582 – 597. 

Investors TVN Group. Retrieved 23 June 2015 from 

http://www.itiholdings.com/index.php/Investors/TVNGroup/ 

Iyengar, S. (1987). Television news and citizens’ explanations of national affairs. American 

Political Science Review, 81, 815-831. 

Iyengar, S. (1991). Is anyone responsible? How television frames political issues. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 

Iyengar, S., & Kinder, D.R. (1987). News that matters. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Jakobsen, P.V. (2000). Focus on the CNN effect misses the point: The real media impact on 

conflict management is invisible and indirect. Journal of Peace Research, 37 (2), 131-

143. 

Jamieson, K.H., Hardy, B., & Romer, D., (2007). The effectiveness of the press in serving the 

needs of American democracy. In K.H. Jamieson (Ed.), A Republic divided: The 

Annenberg democracy project, (pp. 21-51). New York: Oxford University Press. 

Kahneman, D., & Tversky, A. (1984). Choices, values, and frames. American Psychologist, 

28, 107-128. 

Kaid, L.L., Harville, B. Ballotti, J., & Wawrzyniak, M. (1993). Telling the Gulf War story: 

Coverage in five papers. In B. S. Greenberg, W. Glants (Eds. ), Desert storm and the 

mass media, (pp. 86-98). Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

59 

 

Kerlinger, F.N. (1973). Foundations of Behavioral Research (2
nd

 ed.). New York: Holt, 

Rinehart and Winston.  

Kotler, P., Haider, D.H, & Reing, I. (1993). Marketing places: Attracting investment, industry 

and tourism to cities, states and nations. New York: Free Press. 

Krasko, P. (2011). Smoleńsk. 10 kwietnia 2010. Warsaw: GJ Gruner Jahr Sp.z.o.o. and Co. 

Krippendorff, K. (1980). Content analysis: An introduction to its methodology. Newbury 

Park, CA: Sage. 

Kunczik, M. (1997). Images of nations and international public relations. Mahwah, N.J.: 

Lawrence Erlbaum. 

Lasorsa, D., & Reese, S. (1990). News source use in the crash of 1987: A study of four 

national media. Journalism Quarterly, 67 (1), 60-71. 

Lee, Y.J., & Kim, S. (2010). Media framing in corporate social responsibility. A Korea – U.S. 

comparative study. International Journal of Communication, 4, 283-301. 

Levendusky, M.S. (2013). Why do partisan media polarize viewers? American Journal of 

Political Science, 57(3), 611-623.  

Li, X., Lindsay, L.F., & Mogensen, K. (2002). Media in a crisis situation involving national 

interest: A content analysis of the TV networks coverage of the 9/11 incident during 

the first eight hours. Presented to the Radio-Television Division at the Association for 

Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC), Miami Beach, FL. 

Lynch, S. & Peer, L. (2002). Analyzing newspaper content. A how-to guide including national 

comparison data for U.S. daily newspapers. Readership Institute. Retrieved from 

http://www.readership.org/content/content_analysis/data/how-to.pdf 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

60 

 

Machalski, P. (2011). Polska i Rosja po 10 kwietnia 2010r. – jeszcze trudniejsze sąsiedztwo, 

czy szansa na dialog? UMK Toruń. 

Maciazek, P. (2011). Zrozumieć Rosję. Białe plamy  - czarne plamy w relacjach polsko – 

rosyjskich. Retrieved from  

http://www.stosunkimiedzynarodowe.info/artykul,901,Zrozumiec_ 

Rosje_%22Biale_plamy_-_Czarne_plamy%22_w_relacjach_polsko-rosyjskich. 

Macnamara, J. (2005). Media content analysis: Its uses, benefits and best practice 

methodology. Asia Pacific Public Relations Journal, 6(1), 1-34.  

Maslog, C. C., Lee, S. T., & Kim, H. S. (2006). Framing analysis of a conflict: How 

newspapers in five Asian countries covered the Iraq War. Asian Journal of 

Communication, 16 (1), 19-39. 

Matthews, J. (2010). News sources and perceptual effects: An analysis of source attribution 

within news coverage of alleged terrorist plots. A thesis submitted in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements of Bournemouth University for the degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy. Retrieved from http://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/16207/1/ 

Matthews,James-Ph.D.2010.pdf 

Mastin, T., Choi, J., Barboza, G., & Post, I. (2007). Newspaper’s framing of elder abuse. It’s 

not a family affair. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 84 (4), 777-794.  

Miller, M.M., & Riechert, B.P. (2001). Frame mapping: a quantitative method for 

investigating issues in the public sphere. In  M.D. West, Applications of computer 

content analysis, (pp. 61-75). Westport, CT & London, England: Ablex Pub. 

McQuail, D. (2005). McQuail’s mass communication theory. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 

Publications. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

61 

 

MSWiA: Polska występowała o kopie nagrań, dostała odpis stenogramów. (2011, 13 

January). Onet.pl. Retrieved from http://wiadomosci.onet.pl/kraj/mswia-polska-

wystepowala-o-kopie-nagran-dostala-odpis-stenogramow/2wp7n 

Nagorski, A. (2008). Poland’s President Kaczynski Dings Russia. Newsweek. Retrieved from 

http://www.newsweek.com/polands-president-kaczynski-dings-russia-89311. 

Neiva, E. (2007). Communication Games. The Semiotic Foundation of Culture. Berlin, New 

York: Mouton de Gruyter. 

Neuman, J. (1996). The media’s impact on international relations: then and now. SAIS 

Review, 16 (1), 109- 123.  

Neuman, W.R., Just, M.R., & Crigler, A.N. (1992). Common knowledge. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press. 

Nicholson, M. (1987). Misperception and satisficing in international conflict. In C. Cioffi – 

Revilla, R.L. Merritt, D.A. Zinnes (Eds.), Communication and interaction in global 

politics, (pp. 117 – 139).  Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, INC. 

Ochman, E. (2013). Post - Communist Poland. Contested Pasts and Future Identities. London 

& New York: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group. 

Olausson, U. (2009). Global warming- global responsibility? Media frames of collective 

action and scientific certainty. Public Understanding of Science, 18, 421-436.  

Osborn, A. (2005, August 16). Russia’s ‘CNN’ wants to tell it like it is. Theage.com.au. 

Retrieved from http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/russias-cnn-wants-to-tell-it-

like-it-is/2005/08/15/1123958007022.html 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

62 

 

Pan, Z.P., & Kosicki, G.M. (1993). Framing analysis: An approach to news discourse. 

Political Communication, 10(1), 55-75.  

Parenti, M. (1999). Methods of media manipulation. In R.E., Hiebert, (Ed.), Impact of mass 

media. Current issues (4
th

 ed.), (pp. 120 – 124), Longman. 

Patterson, T. (1993). Out of order. New York: Knopf. 

Pavlik, J.V. (2008). Media in the digital age. Columbia University Press.  

Peter, J., & Lauf, E. (2002). Reliability in cross-national content analysis. Journalism & Mass 

Communication Quarterly, 79, 815-832.  

Pifer, S. (2009). Reversing the decline: an agenda for U.S. – Russian relations in 2009. 

Washington, D.C.: Brookings.  

Polinceusz, L. (2009). Stosunki polsko-rosyjskie w 70. rocznicę II wojny światowej. Retrieved 

from http://www.stosunkimiedzynarodowe.info/artykul,475,Stosunki_polsko-

rosyjskie_w_70_rocznice_II_Wojny_Swiatowej 

Polityczne tło katastrofy smoleńskiej. (2010). Law and Justice. Retrieved from 

http://www.pis.org.pl/article.php?id=17718 

Przewoznik, A. (2010). Katyń. Zbrodnia, prawda, pamięć. Warsaw: Świat Książki.  

Public Opinion Research Center (2008, May). Memory of the Katyn Massacre and the 

evaluation of its impact on the Polish-Russian relation. BS/70/2008. Retrieved from 

http://www.cbos.pl/SPISKOM.POL/2008/K_070_08.PDF 

Public Opinion Research Center (2010, May). Public opinion about Katyn Massacre and its 

significance for Polish – Russian relations. BS/67/2010. Retrieved from 

http://www.cbos.pl/SPISKOM.POL/2010/K_067_10.PDF 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

63 

 

Putnam, L.L, & Shoemaker, M. (2007). Changes in conflict framing in the news coverage of 

an environmental conflict. Journal of Dispute Resolution, 1, 1-10.  

Raport końcowy w sprawie ustalenia okoliczności i przyczyn katastrofy samolotu Tu-154M Nr 

101 pod Smoleńskiem. (2011).  Komisja Badań Wypadków Lotniczych Lotnictwa 

Państwowego. Retrieved from http://mswia.datacenter-poland.pl/RaportKoncowyTu-

154M.pdf 

Raport końcowy z badania zdarzenia lotniczego. (2011). Międzypaństwowy Komitet 

Lotniczy - Komisja Badań Wypadków Lotniczych. Retrieved from 

http://91.210.209.189/Uwagi-wersjapolska.pdf 

Reese, S.D. (2003). Prologue – framing public life: A bridging model for media research. In 

S.D. Reese, O.H. Jr. Gandy, A.E. Grant (Eds.), Framing public life. Perspectives on 

media and our understanding of the social world, (pp. 7-31). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 

Erlbaum. 

Robinson, P. (2002). The CNN effect: The myth of news media, foreign policy and 

intervention. London: Routledge. 

Robinson, P. (2013). Media as driving force in international politics: The CNN effect and 

related debates. Retrieved from http://www.e-ir.info/2013/09/17/media-as-a-driving-

force-in-international-politics-the-cnn-effect-and-related-debates/#_ftn5 

Rogoz, M. (2011). Smolensk plane crash in Polish daily press. Media Research Issue, 1-2, 11-

25.  

Rojansky, M. &, Collins, J.F. (2010). A reset for the U.S. – Russia values gap. Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace. Retrieved from 

http://carnegieendowment.org/files/russia_values _gap.pdf 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

64 

 

Rozenek, A. (2011). Russia-Poland: Neighbors should not quarrel. Retrieved from 

http://www.eurodialogue.eu/Russia-Poland-Neighbors-should-not-quarrel 

Russia Today most popular foreign news channel in key U.S. cities. (2012, June 6). The 

Moscow Times. Retrieved from http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/russia-

today-most-popular-foreign-news-channel-in-key-us-cities/459924.html 

Saleem, N. (2007). U.S. media framing of foreign countries image: An analytical perspective. 

Canadian Journal of Media Studies, 2 (1), 130-162.  

Samaras, A.N. (2002). Frames and framing in international relations. Defensor Pacis, 11, 71-

96. 

Satter, D. (2012). It was a long time ago, and it never happened anyway. Russia and the 

communist past. New Haven & London: Yale University Press. 

Savage, L.J. (1977). The Foundations of Statistics (2
nd

 ed.). New York: Dover Publications. 

Scheufele, D.A. (1999). Framing as a theory of media effect. The Journal of Communication, 

49(1), 103-122. 

Schlesinger, P. (1990). Rethinking the sociology of journalism: Source strategies and the 

limits of media centrism. In M., Ferguson, (Ed.), Public communication: The new 

imperatives, (pp. 61-83). London: Sage. 

Schwalbe, C.B., Silcock, B.W., & Keith, S. (2008). Visual framing of the early weeks of the 

U.S-led invasion on Iraq: Applying the master war narrative to electronic and print 

images. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 52(3), 448-465.  

Semetko, H.A. & Valkenburg, P.M. (2000). Framing European politics: a content analysis of 

press and television news. The Journal of Communication, 50(2), 93-109. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

65 

 

Shaw, M. (1993). Civil society and media in global crisis. London: St. Martin’s Press. 

Shoemaker, P.J., & Reese, S.D. (1991). Mediating the message: Theories of influences on 

mass media content. London: Longman.  

Shoemaker, P.J., & Reese, S.D. (1996). Mediating the message: Theories of influences on 

mass media content (2
nd

 ed.). New York: Longman.  

Sigal, L.V. (1973). Reporters and officials: The organization and politics of newsmaking. In 

H. Tumber (Ed.), News: A reader, (pp. 224-234). Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Soderlund, W.C., & Schmitt, C. (1986). El Salvador’s civil war as seen in North and South 

American press. Journalism Quarterly, 63(2), 268-274.  

Soderlund, W.C., Wagenberg, R.H., & Surlin, S.H. (1989). The impact of the end of the Cold 

War on Canadian and American TV news coverage of Cuba: Image consistency or 

image change? Canadian Journal of Communication, 23 (2), 217-231. 

Sopory, P., & Dillard, J.P. (2002). The persuasive effects of metaphor. A meta-analysis. 

Human Communication Research, 28 (3), 382-419.  

Straubhaar, J., & LaRose, R. (2004). Media now. Understanding media, culture, and 

technology (4
th

 ed.). Boston, MA: Wadsworth. 

Tankard, Jr. J.W. (2011). The empirical approach to the study of media framing. In P. 

Hodkinson, Media, culture and society: An introduction, (pp. 95 – 106). Los Angeles, 

CA: Sage Publications Ltd. 

Tuchman, G. (1978). Making news: a study in construction of reality. New York: Free Press. 

Tucker, J. (2010). Polish public opinion toward Russia in the aftermath of Smolensk. An 

opportunity for improved relations. Ponars Eurasia Policy Memo, 111, 1-6. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

66 

 

Turner. J.C. (1982). Toward a cognitive redefinition of the social group. In H. Tajfel (Ed.), 

Social identity and inter-group relations, (pp. 15-40). Cambridge, Eng: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Turwon, T., & Wojtowicz. S. (2011). Symulacja lotu i katastrofy polskiego samolotu Tu-154-

M w Smoleńsku. Praca wykonana w Softimage. Wyższa Szkoła Turystyki i Ekologii, 

Sucha Beskidzka. 

TVN Group, the leading opinion-maker in 2010 among televisions and internet portals. 

Retrieved 20 April 2015, from http://www.itiholdings.com/index.php/ 

PressRoom/nid,6/ 

TVN i TVN24 najbardziej opiniotwórcze w Polsce. Retrieved 20 April 2015, from 

http://tvn24bis.pl/media,81/tvn24-i-tvn-najbardziej-opiniotworcze-w-

polsce,401560.html 

TVN leads the market in commercial target group – October ’14 viewership statistics. 

Retrieved 20 April 2015, from: http://www.itiholdings.com/userfiles/news/ 

pdf/2014_11_04_TVN_%20Viewership_%20stats_October_en.pdf  

Ungar, S. (1998). Hot crises and media reassurance: A comparison of emerging diseases and 

Ebola Zaire. The British Journal of Sociology, 49 (1), 36-56.  

Walizer, M.H., & Wienir, P.L. (1978). Research methods and analysis. New York: Harper & 

Row. 

Weber, R. (1990). Basic content analysis (2
nd

 ed.). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.  

Wimmer, R.D., & Dominick, J.R. (1987). Mass media research: an introduction. Belmont, 

CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

67 

 

Wonicki, R. (2010). Polska i Rosja: nowy start czy wszystko po staremu? Retrieved from 

http://www.stosunkimiedzynarodowe.info/artykul,748,Polska_i_Rosja_nowy_start_cz

y_wszystko_po_staremu 

Wortman, C.B. (1976). Causal attributions and personal control. In J.H. Harvey, W.J. Ickes, 

& R.F. Kidd, (Eds.). New directions in attribution research (Vol.1). Hillsdale, N.J.: 

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Wu, X. (2002). Another collision: How mainstream Chinese and American newspapers 

frames the Sino-US spy plane collision. A thesis presented to the Graduate School of 

the University of Florida in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Master of Arts in Mass Communication. Florida: University of Florida. Retrieved 

from: http://etd.fcla.edu/UF/UFE1001194/wu_x.pdf 

Van Belle, D., & Potter, D.M. (2011). Japanese foreign disaster assistance: the ad hoc period 

in international politics and the illusion of a CNN effect. Media, War and 

Conflict, 4(1), 83-95. 

Van Gorp, B. (2007). The constructionist approach to framing: Bringing culture back in. 

Journal of communication, 57(1), 60-78. 

Voakes, P.S., Kapfer, J., Kurpius, D., & Chern, S.Y. (1996). Diversity in the news: A 

conceptual and methodoligical framework. Journalism & Mass Communication 

Quarterly, 73(3), 582-593.  

Yang, J. (2003). Framing the NATO air strikes on Kosovo across countries: comparison of 

Chinese and U.S. newspaper coverage. Gazette, 65(3), 231-249.  

Yordanova, T. (2012). Media – international relations interaction model. Institute for 

Security and International Studies (ISIS), Sofia. Retrieved from http://www.isis-

bg.org/Publications/research_reports/RR.26.pdf 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

68 

 

Yu, Y.C., & Riffe, D. (1989). Chiang and Mao in U.S. news magazines. Journalism 

Quarterly, 66 (4), 913-919.  

Zelizer, B., & Allan, S. (2002). Journalism after September 11. London: Routledge.  

Zieba, R. (2011). Współczesne stosunki polsko-rosyjskie: Uwarunkowania, problemy, 

implikacje. Przegląd Polityczny, 3, 35 – 61. 

Zingerelli, M.E. (2010). The CNN effect and the Al Jazeera effect in global politics and 

society. A thesis submitted to the faculty of the School of Continuing Studies and of 

the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences in partial fulfillment of the requirements for 

the degree of Master of Arts in Liberal Studies. Gorgetown University, Washington 

D.C. 

Zhang, C., & Meadows III, C.W. (2012). International coverage, foreign policy, and national 

image: Exploring the complexities of media, coverage, public opinion, and 

presidential agenda. International Journal of Communication, 6, 76-95.  

Zhang, L. (2011). News media and EU-China relations. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Zukowski, I. (2011). Stosunki Polska – Rosja: Stan, problemy, nowe możliwości. Nowa 

Polityka Wschodnia, 1 (1), 68 – 75. 

  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

69 

 

Appendix A. Code Book 

V1. Media  

1. TVN24 

2. RT 

V2. Year (Year of publication: XXXX) 

V3. Month (Month of publication: 1-12) 

V4. Day (Day of publication: 1-31) 

V5. Headline _______________ 

V6. Origins of news 

1. Staff (journalists) 

2. Wire/News Service (stories from the AP, Reuters, or any other news service; another 

medium) 

3. Reader 

4. Not stated 

V7. Topic (pick only one) 

1. People (including victims’ reaction, behavior, emotions, etc. ) 

2. Regulation/policy 

3. Action (ex., measures taken by government or industry) 

4. Impact (ex., economic, health, etc.) 

5. Responsibility 

6. Operation of investigation committees 

7. Other 
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V8. Number of sources quoted (only count different sources) ______ 

V9. Major news source (the source that appears most frequently in the news article) 

1. Politicians or officials 

2. Ordinary people (ex., citizens, family members) 

3. Experts (ex., researchers, professors, pilots) 

4. Non-governmental agencies or its staff 

5. Other media outlets or news agencies 

6. No source 

Frames: 

Below are listed frames that are likely to appear in news related to the Polish presidential 

plane crash. That can be determined according to what does the headline refers to, by the 

main focus of the text, or the topic three paragraphs describes. Type 0 when only one frame is 

dominant in the article.  

V10. Conflict frame (The story characterizes the plane crash as rivalry between different 

groups (i.e., politicians, parties, countries) 

0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V11. Attribution of responsibility frame (The story describes the issue in a manner to put 

responsibility for its cause on the government, individual or group. Does it point out who is 

the one to blame? Does it say how to take responsibility? Does it talk about further plans to 

solve the issue?) 
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0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V12. Human interest frame (The story focuses on people’s reaction; emotional aspect of the 

media coverage of the issue. Does it use emotional words to describe hospitality, sympathy, 

anger, etc?) 

0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V13. International relations frame (The story refers to the Poland-Russia relations in the 

past or emphasizes the impact the issue will have on the future relationship between Poland 

and Russia)  

0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V14. Conspiracy theories frame (The story focuses on conspiracy theories, such as terrorist 

attack, assassination, bomb, etc. ) 

0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V15. The Katyn Forest massacre frame (The article refers to the plane crash in terms of the 

1940 Katyn Forest massacre) 
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0. Does not appear 

1. Appears 

2. Dominant 

V16. Attribution of responsibility (who is responsible?) 

1. Polish government 

2. Russian government 

3. Pilots 

4. Traffic controllers 

5. Manufacturers (ex., plane companies, etc.)  

6. Other 

7. Not mentioned 
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Appendix B. Articles (TVN24) 

B1. Terrorystyczny atak, wybuch, pożar na pokładzie samolotu, awaria techniki, źle 

przygotowane lotnisko - żadna z tych rzeczy nie była przyczyną katastrofy prezydenckiego 

samolotu Tu-154 w Smoleńsku. Tak przynajmniej wynika z ustaleń Międzypaństwowego 

Komitetu Lotniczego (MAK), który w środę w Moskwie przedstawił wstępny raport ze 

śledztwa dot. katastrofy pod Smoleńskiem. MAK wskazał natomiast, że załoga Tu-154 nie 

przechodziła regularnych ćwiczeń oraz została sformowana kilka dni przed katastrofą.  

(TVN24 2010-05-19).  

B2. Polacy, a przede wszystkim warszawiacy żałobę rozpoczęli jeszcze 

wczesnym popołudniem. Spontanicznie zaczęli wywieszać ozdobione kirem flagi i 

organizują wspólne czuwania. Internauci zwołują się na portalu społecznościowym 

Facebook na wspólne zapalenie zniczy przed pałacem prezydenckim o godzinie 

20:00. (TVN24 2010-04-10). 

B3. Zarówno Miedwiediew, jak i Komorowski w swych wystąpieniach 

mówili o kwestiach symbolicznych we wzajemnych relacjach polsko-rosyjskich: 

Katyniu i katastrofie pod Smoleńskiem. Miedwiediew przypomniał, że w ostatnim 

czasie Rosja wykonała "cały szereg bezprecedensowych kroków" w kwestii 

przywracania prawdy o zbrodni katyńskiej. (TVN24 2010-12-07).  

B4. Nie bez incydentów i emocji przebiegała sejmowa debata o działaniach rządu 

w sprawie katastrofy smoleńskiej. Z sejmowej galerii, pod adresem premiera, padały 

okrzyki: hańba! i zdrada!. Osoby wywieszające transparenty wyprowadzała Straż 

Marszałkowska. Nerwy puszczały też rządowym ministrom. (TVN24 2011-01-19). 
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B5. Brak mi słów. To jest nieszczęście, drugie po Katyniu. Tam nam 

próbowano głowę odciąć i teraz też zginęła elita naszego kraju - mówił na gorąco 

były prezydent, Lech Wałęsa. Zaznaczył, że mimo różnic, katastrofa pod 

Smoleńskiem to "wielka strata dla narodu, którą trudno będzie uzupełnić". (TVN24 

2010-04-11) 
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