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Abstract

Policy argumentation is central to policy analysis and policymaking process.
Based on William Dunn’s theoretical foundations, this paper explores three following
research questions. To compare the theoretical concept differences of Dunn (1994,
2004) in modes and elements of policy arguments is the first research question,
whereas the authors testify substantial influences of different concepts upon rebuttal,
backing, qualifier, and claims in the bed and breakfast policy contexts of practice,
such as regulations of Family Side Job and Five-Room Maximum Limit. In the end,
after rebuttals being strengthened or weakened, policy recommendations of consensus
mode and adversarial mode may need continuing mutual learning through policy
discourse to resolve conflicts. Since persuasion involves the marshaling of facts, data,
and information, and the skillful construction of arguments, it is significant to
convince policy stakeholders and provide more diverse and valuable policy

alternatives based on policy values and the use of reason and logic.
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