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Abstract

When the initial reform of China began, many scholars used to exercise the concept
of “developmental state” to explain China’s economic success. Because many researches
indicated China had been to use the concept to guide the economic policies. But, after
the end of economic transitions, the government’s role already had changed. We query
the applicability of this concept. There is so much changeability about the role of
government since China started economic reform. These variations made China central
government shift its position to dominate and local governments embed their roles in
local political-economic relation. The kind of effect is weakened by the government to
guide economic growth. This article indicated the concept of “developmental state”
cannot reasonably explain the central government’s performance in economy growth,
although it can explain the local government’s performance. The final conclusion is, we
should rebuild the concept of “developmental state” to “regulatory state” if we want to

use it to explain the China achievement of economy now.

Keywords: Developmental State, China Economic Growth, Regulatory State,
Government’s Role
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