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Case Study of Taiwan-Japan Relations during the Post-Cold

War Period

Abstract

The establishment of diplomatic friendship between the People’s Republic of
Chinaand Japan in 1972 terminated the officia relationship between the Republic of
China and Japan. This limited the relationship between Taiwan and Japan to practical
economic and cultural interactions. Over the past four decades, even though the
devel opment of the Taiwan-Japan relationship has been insignificant compared to the
highly interactive China-Japan relationship, the accumulated interactions of “width”
and “depth” have helped stabilize this bilateral relationship. Since the Taiwan
government started to realize a significant degree of liberalization and
democratization, the friendly and mutually confident relationship between Taiwan and
Japan has been reinforced. Although the Taiwan-Japan relationship is restricted by the
principle “the China-Japan relationship is governmental; the Taiwan-Japan
relationship is non-governmental”, high-level official interactions and dialogs
between Taiwan and Japan have continued to be organized and conducted through a
bilateral mechanism.

This research aims at examining Taiwan-Japan interactions in the post-cold war
period, and attempting to construct a Taiwan-policy-making mode adopted by Japan
through modifying the existing foreign policy theories based on the meaning of
research theories. In terms of the significance of the research, the objectives of this
research are: 1) Identifying the key players who participated in the practical
Taiwan-Japan interactions and their functions and roles; 2) analyzing the roles and
interacting modes of these key players by actual cases that have taken place involving
Taiwan and Japan in the post-cold war period.

Key words. Taiwan, Japan, Taiwan-Japan relationship, foreign policy, de facto
relationship
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