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ii. Abstract 

 

Although, the concept of Czech foreign policy towards the People’s Republic of China has 

not been officially changed since the 1990s when diplomatic relations were re-established. I 

perceive that the approach and its relations have significantly changed, as it will be presented in 

the thesis on the recent events which took place since 2016. As have been already stated by several 

previous scholars, the China’s influence in the Czech Republic is rapidly growing in recent years. 

Thus, my subject will be to provide and examined the current Czech political discourse towards 

China. Furthermore, the attention will be dedicated to the key instruments which are used by China 

in order to access the Czech environment.  

Aforementioned, this work is aiming to provide an overview of the development of Chinese 

foreign policy specifically on using its Public Diplomacy tools towards the Czech Republic. At 

the same time, I will approach the background within the historical context to conduct a solid 

foundational analysis for clarification of examined factors. Due to the dynamic development of 

recent events, especially when China has been quite successful in promoting its interests in the 

Czech Republic, the author will be primarily interested in the measurements of the effectiveness 

of Chinese public diplomacy and its implications. 

The author came to the conclusion that despite recently increased China ś extensive 

activities in the Czech Republic, the overall effectiveness of China ś PD, in general, is rather 

lower. The significant changes can be observed mainly in the specific areas, that are firmly 

analyzed at the work, while some part shows ineffective results. Although China ś PD may seem 

weak and unsuccessful in some areas, the topic should certainly not be underestimated, as it may 

have a negative impact on the country in the near future. 

 

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, The Czech Republic, The People ś Republic of China, COVID-19, 

China ś Foreign Policy 
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Chapter I: Introduction 

The differences between the historical background and its development of Public 

Diplomacy and foreign policy-making in the People’s Republic of China and the Czech Republic 

is remarkable. The Chinese concept of foreign policy-making with neighbouring states is unique. 

The structure of the apparatus is entirely different and has undergone a long evolution. For instance, 

last decade, MFA has undergone a long shift. The growth of China’s leadership can be 

distinguished into four different sections, and so era: Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and 

Xi Jinping. The MOFA position had a key role during the 1970s when lead the diplomacy and 

foreign affairs. The significant turnover has taken place since MFA was replaced and its role has 

been marginalized in foreign policy-making, due to Xi Jinping personalized all China’s decision 

making into his and Party “hands.” 

This thesis will aim to study the Chinese use of public diplomacy with public 

institutions based on politician interactions and social, cultural relations with the Czech 

Republic. My research questions are: 1. What are public diplomacy tools that the People’s 

Republic of China is using in the Czech Republic? Furthermore, to clarify the main research 

question, several sub-questions will be asked:  2. To what extent is Chinese public diplomacy 

activities effective in the Czech Republic? 3. Whether the COVID-19 could be considered as a 

new tool of Chinese public diplomacy? 

I set the hypothesis: The increasing interactions of Czech politicians and other actions 

taken with PRC, have led to rising self-confident public diplomacy and growing demands from 

the Chinese side, which resulted in a certain change in the Czech discourse. In order to prove 

my hypothesis, the research questions will be answered and put into the context. 

In recent years, the Czech – Sino relations intensified and brought new knowledge and 

changes to the current diplomatic relations. Undoubtedly, this development has contributed to 

the shift of the Czech foreign policy approach. Therefore, this topic needs to be analyzed and 

should not be marginalized. The objectives of this research are to analyzed and to some extent 

compilated the course of the formation of Czech – Chinese diplomatic relations, preferably 

since 2016, which I perceived as the greatest overturn. Significant attention will be paid to the 

concept of public diplomacy, included Soft Power, Hard Power, Smart Power, based on which 

a framework analysis will be created, to present the prominent individual cases selected for this 

research. Such as: as Huawei 5G, Sister’s City agreements Prague and Beijing, later on, Prague 

-Taipei, COVID- 19 and its related face masks diplomacy and vaccine diplomacy, the Czech 
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Senate Delegation in Taiwan, and others that are in any way related to the research. 

The concept of the public diplomacy represents efforts to influence the public and elite opinion 

in another country and through this also the foreign policy activities of the target country. 

Public diplomacy aims not only on governmental interactions, but the most significant strength 

might be seen in interaction with non-governmental individuals and organizations. Activities 

implemented with the public diplomacy, for instance, education exchange, culture exchange, 

media, and other activities, need to be specific and in agreement with the foreign policy 

concept. Since it is a matter of diplomacy, it should not be conditioned by any coercion or other 

political interests either. The main objectives are to characterize the current form of the public 

diplomacy, evaluates the success and analyze the impacts and causes, alternatively come up 

with precautions, recommendations. 

As it is mentioned in the introduction part, the reactions on the implemented Chinese 

public diplomacy towards the Czech Republic are broadly diverse. Therefore, my primary 

interest is to analyze it and evaluate, whether it can be classified with the traditional concept of 

public diplomacy. This research will set out an analysis of Czech-Sino relations and work with 

the concept of the public diplomacy. There will also be a discussion about the role of public 

diplomacy in international relations with an emphasis on the division of concepts mentioned 

above, and so-called Hard Power, Soft Power, Smart Power. 

 

1.1 Research Motivation 

The Czech–Sino relations since the second presidential term of Milos Zeman, and so 

since the year 2016 reflected the so-called the restart of Czech - Sino relations which were 

initiated in 2013. The former Czech foreign policy towards PCR known as "Restart", was 

launched in 2013 by Rusnok's (caretaker government) appointed by the president without a vote 

of confidence in the parliament. Since that time, it might be evident a great push ahead in Czech-

Sino relations. The Czech Republic began to strengthen bilateral ties with China. Czech political 

leaders started a phenomenon when they referred to the Czech Republic as a "The main gate to 

Europe" for CCP. However, this statement also marks an attempt to win the position as the 

"regional leader". President Milos Zeman has positively encouraged Czech- Chinese relations 

and started to visit China regularly, as the first president in the past ten years. These steps meant 

a lot and made a significant change in political discourse towards China. Although the official 

foreign policy concept has never been changed, the Czech approach towards China was never 

the same. It is necessary to mention that the former foreign policy of the Czech Republic, during 
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the period of Vaclav Havel's presidency, has taken the sharp criticism towards PRC, 

particularly for violation of the human rights. With the support of Taiwan, Tibet and the Chinese 

dissident, it has won the first place in Europe led by former president Vaclav Havel. 

The aim of China to expand influence in Europe has been evident since the year 2011, 

when China launched a 16+1 regional cooperation program, an institutionalized local partner 

association of China and 16 (post-communist) countries in the Central and Eastern Europe. 

These efforts, together with project One Belt One Road (OBOR) represents significant turns of 

the new age of China-Czech bilateral trade and investment partnership. 

The Czech- Sino relation restart, was led mainly by economic interests and promising 

investments. Later on, it turned out, that the dream of the enrichment of Czech companies and 

the boost of the Czech economy is only a false impression. However, the president Milos 

Zeman and some politicians were not interested in easing up the relations with China, by 

contrast, strengthening ties, regardless of the consequences. During the period 2016 until 

nowadays, the uncertainties keep accumulating in Czech politics, regarding private trips, new 

undercover flows of capital from China, or the rising appearance of Chinese espionage in the 

Czech Republic. All these activities mentioned above undoubtedly changed the discourse not 

only in foreign policy-making but also the image of the Czech Republic abroad. 

Recent years, more cases are appearing, which I would like to embrace into 

consideration as objectives for this thesis. From a personal perspective, I believe that growing 

interaction between politicians or political parties with Chinese representatives left a significant 

influence on forming its Czech – Sino relations. Therefore, I would like to focus on these 

interactions and thus evaluate its implications by structural analysis. 

The recent events, such as Huawei 5G, COVID-19 and its related face masks diplomacy, 

the Czech Senate Delegation in Taiwan, Sister’s City agreements Prague and Beijing, later on, 

Prague -Taipei. It is these events that have opened up a wide-ranging debate on a global scale, 

which is why I perceive it is essential to pay attention to this topic. And carry out detailed 

analysis that will include all the necessary factors that have contributed to understanding the 

current situation, alternatively will provide possible explanations and solutions. 

All these facts mentioned above undoubtedly opened the debates on the topic growth 

of "coercive" Chinese diplomacy towards the European countries, including the Czech 

Republic. I believe that the above-noted: "growth of coercive diplomacy" towards the Czech 

Republic, is mainly caused by the generous support of interaction between Czech political 

parties or even individual Czech politicians with the representatives of the Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP). Due to the lack of information including the interactions between the political 
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parties or even individual political leaders with Chinese representatives (with the origin of CCP 

– usually being undercover). I decided to focus on mapping the Chinese footprint in the Czech 

Republic, including the historical discourse of public diplomacy, the development of both 

countries and subsequent comparison in foreign-policy making. 

Last but not least, I am motivated and very interested in addressing, researching and 

writing about this topic. First of all, there is a significant self-interest. I intend to learn more 

about public diplomacy, CCP environment and its interactions. Additionally, contributing to a 

broad discussion of the academic field. I believe that findings can fulfil and complete missing 

valuable information which can subsequently contribute to a better understanding or to predict 

further development of Czech- Sino relations. 

 

1.2 Research Approach 

 

1.2.1 Constructivism 

Constructivist theory emerged in the mid of 1990s associated with the end of the Cold 

War, as a contrary for assumptions toward liberalists and realists which dominated that time. 

Constructivism is not originally theory of international politics, but it became significant 

approach for international theories, because its focus on social construction instead of material 

construction1. The constructivist’s approach rejected the neorealist’s conclusion about the 

determining effect of an anarchy on the behavior of international actors. When the Alexander 

Wendt published the title: Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of Power 

Politics in 1992, the approach gained attention and the new debates emerged2. Alexander 

Wendt focused on the limitations of realist and liberalist and provided the most sophisticated 

concept of constructivism. For instance, he was displeased with interpretation of anarchy, 

which is realistically/liberalistic understood as a natural feature of an international system 

leading to a security dilemma, but according to A. Wendt, it may not be just a state of permanent 

war but partial cooperation. Wendt recognizes three cultures of anarchy that socialize in 

different ways. The first of these is Hobbesian culture, corresponds to realistic view 

                                                 

1 Samuel J. Barkin. (2000) Realist, Constructivism, and International Relations Theory. The annual meeting of the 

American Political Science.1. 

2  Yosef Lapid (1989) “The Third Debate: On the Prospects of International Theory in a Post-Positivist Era”. 

International Studies Quarterly, pp. 235-254. 
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– the war of all against all. The second level is Locke’s culture, where rivalry between states 

persists, but at the same time there are also institutional constraints, such as sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. The last type is Kantian culture, where friendly relations prevail, disputes 

are settled peacefully and collective security systems are created. These three conceptions are 

internalized by states, shared to varying degrees at the same time3. 

Wendt pointed out, that anarchy is socially constructed, the structures of human 

association are determined primarily by shared ideas rather than material forces as is defined 

by neorealism and neoliberalism. He did not deny the existence of material power, but this 

factor is not crucial subject of his theory. The distribution of power and its implications for 

international politics is therefore understood by actors only through the presence of shared 

ideas. The definition of interests thus, always relates to an idea that the actor considers as “its 

own”. In addition, he adds that the only material basis that forms interests is human nature. The 

rest is made up of ideas4. 

According to, constructivist’s approach, they reflected that identities and interests of 

international actors took significant place in order to analyze how states/ units behave. The 

identities and interests are constructed by shared ideas, specifically through social interactions 

in political, cultural, or historical contexts, rather than given by the nature5. Additionally, he 

pointed out that role identities are dependent on culture and rely on others more. In terms of 

national interests, Wendt examined that the idea is basis of an action, he believes that identity 

is main assumption of the interest, while its mutual interaction determines the further actions. 

Furthermore, constructivists argue that states can have multiple identities, which are based on 

social construction through interaction with other actors. By identities actors expressing who 

they are, and what are their interests. 

At the same time, Wendt does not advocate radical idealism, which would reduce social 

reality exclusively to normative (ideational) factors. Therefore, it also attaches importance to 

material structures that have at least three effects on the international political environment: 1) 

distribution of material capacities influence the possibilities and probability of certain 

outcomes; 2) The nature of material capacities and especially the nature of available technology 

                                                 

3 Alexander Wendt, (1999). Social Theory of International Politics. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), p. 299. 

4 10 Alexander Wendt (1999). Social Theory of International Politics. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), p. 

114. 

5 11 Alexander Wendt (1992). Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of Power Politics. 

Cambridge University Press, pp. 72-73. 
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has similar effects, the existence of international system itself is made possible by transport 

and communication technologies. Whether and how these technologies are used depends on 

the beliefs that actor have about it. 3) The geographical location and distribution of natural 

resources then allows the development of specific technologies and affects the way of life of 

society in the area. This he concluded by the statement that constructivism should not proceed 

“as if nature did not play a significant role“6. 

Martha Finnemore provided different view of constructivist’s approach. Among others, 

she as a first scholar has contributed to the area of international relations with her work on 

constructivism’s interpretations aimed on the international organizations. While Wendt’s 

analysis focuses more on interaction between states in the international system, she aimed on 

the norms and its influence in the international society. In 1996, she published the book 

National Interests in International Society, in which she introduced the systematic analysis 

based on the reflection how norms can affect the nation identities and interests. According to 

her statement, identity and interests form state behavior, while identity and interests are defined 

by the international forces. The norms are transferred through international organizations, 

which plays a crucial role in shaping national interests. In addition, she argues that the 

international norms, which are pursued by international organizations can deliberately 

influence national interest, for instance, by force countries to implement these norms into its 

constitution. The attention was being paid to the development of norms, Finnemore and Sikkink 

explained The Norm “Life Cycle” as a three-stage process. The first stage is called norm 

emergence, the second is the norm cascade, and the third stage involves internalization7Norm 

entrepreneurs arise randomly with a purpose to change something, while these norms tend to 

use existing organizations as a platform for framing the matters in order to extend for broader 

audience. However, the norms cascade (the second stage), accept the norms as a reaction to 

international pressure, the main reason is to enhance legitimacy from the domestic environment. 

The last stage is the norm internalization, norms may become so widely accepted, thus, they 

are internalized by actors and can become “taken for granted”8. Furthermore, M. Finnemore 

                                                 

6 Alexander Wendt (1999). “Social Theory of International Politics”. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), p. 

113. 

7 Martha Finnemore Sikkink, Kathryn (1998). “International norm dynamics and political change”, International 

Organization 52, p. 895. 

8 Martha Finnemore, Sikkink, Kathryn (1998). “International norm dynamics and political change”, International 

Organization 52, p. 904. 
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argues that organizations shape not only their member’s actions but also its perceptions at the 

same time. 

 

1.2.2 Constructivism and China’s Foreign Policy 

According to the constructivist’s approach the social identities are constructed by agents 

through social interactions and shared knowledge. As was mentioned above, constructivists 

apart from traditional materialist rather focus on ideational factors such as principles, norms, 

rules, decision-making which contributes to the international system. 9The constructivist’s 

view the states behavior as a driven by norms and rules, these are continuously produced by 

states. Additionally, states are re-creating identities and can shape the area of interests. As 

Martha Finnenmore reflected in her research, the aim of the norms is to invoke empathic 

altruistic or ideational commitment from the community to perceive the new norms favorably16. 

Regarding the assumptions that world’s order is changing due to different interactions, 

state/agent might produce new identity, which can become the basis for country’s foreign 

policy concept. Theory of constructivism is based on the sociological approach, it is based on 

examination of interaction between structure and agents includes culture approach, attitudes 

and behavior towards other actors in international environment. The theory itself is lately 

broadly used in IR, especially regarding the examination of foreign policies. As for the main 

reason constructivists emphasized importance of human consciousness, interests and its 

contributions to the international life. Aforementioned, the world is driven by norms and rules, 

its main focus is to examine how the norms can influence actor’s interests and behavior in the 

world order. After the Cold War, the worldwide goal is to maintain the world peace. For 

instance, states are expected to solve mutual disagreements on the diplomatic level, thus, to 

avoid coercive matters and the use of violence which could result in the armed conflict10. 

The Public diplomacy, that has been choose as one of the key concepts for this thesis, it might 

be seen as related to the constructivist approach for many reasons. Due to forming new 

understanding of the view of foreign policy, and its high dependence on the public opinions 

and interests, the concept itself has become a most relevant tool for analyzing foreign policy. 

Since China’s “opening to the world” during a late 1980s, the question about its 

                                                 

9  Stephen D. Krasner (1983). “Structural cases and regime consequences: regimes as intervening variables”, 

International Regimes, Ithaca, (NY: Cornell University Press), p. 2 

10  John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, “The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations”, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 2005, p.169. 
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national identity remains. Identities and norms, in China’s foreign policy reflect significant role 

for more aspects. Due to territorial clashes and cultural diversity China’s foreign policy its 

changing roles and identities in the international system. The fundamental purpose of China’s 

foreign policy making and as for matter of any others countries is to promote their national 

interest. Regarding to the main objective of this thesis, the main purpose will be to reflect the 

process of promoting national interest, which the constructivist’s approach offers, by 

examining role, identities, national interests and its interactions with the audience or 

international actors. 

As constructivists pointed out, the reality or world environment it is not based on 

material power (on contrary to neorealist’s approach), but preferably through mutual 

interactions, shared ideas, values and understandings. Thus, foreign policy it might be 

perceived as an outcome of formed social construction, and the concept of public diplomacy 

as its tool. The recent China’s government steps might be viewed as an effort to harmonized 

and propagate nation interest worldwide or examine gradual integration of the country’s 

position as an emerging global power. The constructivist approach can give a broad reflection 

based on explaining how established norms can influence a citizen’s mind or contributes to 

change of a nation interests, in sense of pursuing foreign policy towards the international 

community. Additionally, China’s rapid increase in recent years in the global scope led 

constructivists to investigate the interaction between China and other countries, which led to 

open more discussions and questions related to China’s global goal and mainly further steps. 

The constructivism is then suitable theoretical framework for examining the phenomenon of 

the spread norms, which unlike various materialistic or utilitarian approaches, does not 

perceive identities or interests as given, but rather tries to understand the development process 

of the social construction as Martha Finnemore stated at her work. The above-mentioned 

concept of Public diplomacy will be used in order to provide an interpretation of mechanisms 

with the country’s foreign policy operates towards a target audience. 

 

1.5 Research Methodology 

In order to answer the main research questions with which thesis will operate, will be 

applied the Qualitative Research Method in this thesis. The focal point of this research is to 

focus on Chinese Public Diplomacy towards the Czech Republic. This research will carry out 

all the implemented tools and the effects from it. As the topic is relatively time-consuming and 

theoretically extensive, the methodological framework will be based on several different 
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methodological approaches and so: Historical Method, Document Analysis Method, and 

Comparative Method. 

First of all, it will be demonstrated Historical method. Historical research method 

includes studying, understanding and especially interpreting past events. Social scientists, 

usually using this method to provide evidence for the subsequent analysis, in order to describe 

preferences and compare past and current narrative. Some of them argued that historical 

methods are controlled way of preparing sources for further narrative. The main purpose of 

historical research is interpretation of documents, which might be categorized into primary or 

secondary sources. 

Given that this research will provide the development of Czech-Sino relations, thus, it 

is necessary, to employ historical narrative for further descriptions. For instance, in order to 

reflect what happened in the past and what characteristics were specific for its phenomenon, 

will be necessary to go through historical approach. In addition, for further interpretations of 

examined phenomenon and its explanation, the analysis has to be based on historical 

discourse11. 

Due to the topicality and quantity of the data, for this thesis will be applied Document 

analysis method. Document analysis is systematic procedure for reviewing, eventually 

evaluating documents. It has been interpreted as an analytical method and used in qualitative 

research. Data need to be examined, and interpreted. Documents, which are used for evaluation 

as a part of study may have different variations, such as advertisements, agendas, press releases, 

books, broadcasting, journals, events, newspapers, survey data and various public records, etc. 

In order to analyze Chinese Public Diplomacy towards the Czech Republic, a several different 

sources need to be evaluated and use as analytic procedure e.g.: culture events held in Czech 

Republic, scholarship programs, statements, journal articles, etc. The analytical procedure 

includes finding, or selecting data which are contained in documents. Finally, document 

analysis can collect just part of data and its quotations, which are later organized into categories 

or main topics12.  

Document Analysis can contain a big data set, thus the big advantage that Document 

analysis might offer is requiring data selection rather than data collection. It may provide higher 

                                                 

11 Sager, Fritz, and Christian Rossr (2015). “Historical Methods”, in Mark Bevir und R.A.W. Rhodes, The Routledge 

Handbook of Interpretive Political Science. (London / New York: Routledge). 

12 Bowen, Glenn A., 2009, 'Document Analysis as a Qualitative Research Method', Qualitative Research Journal, vol. 

9, no. 2, pp. 27-30 
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effectiveness in addressing some specific issue. It is assumed that documents are or can be 

considered as reliable evidence of phenomena occurring in reality. It is related to official 

documents, but it can also apply to unofficial documents. However, when is research conducted, 

all used documents should research viewed critically. For instance, some of the official 

statements may be not interpreted well. Thus, through this method, we might examine patterns 

of political statements, or actions which have been taken and particularly collect them.   

To gain the exact interpretation, the Comparative method will be used. The comparison 

method is a fundamental tool of analysis. In order to testify the given hypothesis by bringing 

into focus on similarities and contrasts among the results, was chosen comparison. Due to the 

procedure in the interpretation of findings, a comparison of the identified phenomena is 

necessary, and therefore I am convinced that it is correctly included in the work. 

Data collection will take the form of an analysis of primary sources and relevant 

secondary literature. The primary sources used in this work are mainly speeches and statements 

of leading Czech and Chinese political leaders / representatives, who in to some extent affected 

the researched topic related to Chinese and Czech foreign policy. Official Czech documents 

are also analyzed, but their relevance is limited by limited restraint in publishing official data 

in case of e.g. Security Service Intelligence. If it is needed, Chinese documents will be used to 

as a supplement to achieve the goals of this thesis. In to some extent, the work will also pay 

considerable attention to the strategic concepts of Czech and Chinese foreign policy, which 

traditionally shape its basic outlines and starting points. The secondary literature is based 

primarily on academic articles that provided analysis of Chinese foreign policy towards the 

Czech Republic. To facilitate the traceability of proper names, the English transcription is given 

if it is available. In the case of the use of some proper names, the English transcription of which 

is not available, the Czech transcription is used in the work. 
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Chapter II: Literature Review 

 

2.1. The Concept of Power 

 

The concept of power is fundamental for International Relations. A several schools in 

international relations competing about thought of power. For a long time, the dominant school 

dealing with the concept of power were realists. According to Hans Morgenthau, power is 

fundamental unit, that made arena for international relations, power is always the immediate 

aim1. 

 

2.1.1. Hard Power 

The concept of hard power is the longest-serving form of power that is historically 

associated with resources such as population size, territory size, geography, natural resources, 

military force or economic force. All these sources of hard power are relatively clearly defined 

and easily quantitively measurable, which is why hard power is often described as a practical 

and tangible power in the arena of international relations. At the same time, however, it should 

be noted that resources that should logically serve to increase the hard power of the state (e.g. 

military force) can also serve as soft power. According to Joseph Nye, hard power is ability to use 

a combination of economic and military power. He used terms sticks and carrots in order to make 

others follow your will. 

Once of the reasons why hard power has been the most used power for centuries is the 

possibility of its immediate application, which brings immediate results. The possibility of 

immediate use of hard power is made possible primarily by resources which are usually 

tangible and can thus be mobilized in a short time interval. From the point of view of real state, 

for which power is a fundamental feature of world politics, it is the tangibility of resources and 

the use of coercive means that are seen to be the most effective. 

Recent years, many countries rather choose soft or smart power than hard power. This 

is mainly due to the reduction of war conflicts, but the world approach has changed a lot. The 

                                                 

1 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace, Fifth Edition, Revised, (New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1978, pp. 4-15 
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countries rather apply soft power and smart power through the public diplomacy, in order to 

influence other countries and achieve its goals and interests. 

 

 

 

2.1.2. Soft Power 

Public diplomacy is often related with power preferably with soft power. Power is 

characterized as capacity of doing thing which can get into results or ability to influence others 

behaviors, or actions in international politics. When a state or other international political actor 

seeks to build a stable position in the world, it can use a number of different means, some of 

which produce more tangible results than others. In the early 1990’s Joseph S. Nye, as a 

prominent author writing about concept of soft power, who has contributed to his awareness of 

the concept in the following works: The Changing Nature of World Power (1990), Soft Power: 

The means to success in the world politics (2004), The Future of Power (2011). These titles are 

central materials for studying the concept of soft power. In his first work mentioned, however, 

the issue of soft power is dealt with only superficially and there is hardly any conceptualization, 

because the author only wanted to refute the world forecasts of the declining American power 

in the world. 

The second work, it can be considered as a stricter benchmark, as the whole book focuses 

only on term of soft power, which is useful guide to understanding the overall concept and how 

it works. A certain drawback that appears in almost all of Nye’s contributions is the explanation 

of the concept only in cases of the United States. However, in his last work Nye places more 

emphasis on explaining the soft power phenomenon in the Middle East, but again only from the 

US perspective. In the title The Changing Nature of World Power he introduced for the first time 

the term of soft power. This concept was originally created in order to explain changes in the 

international politics after the end of the Cold War. Joseph Nye defined the concept as follows: 

soft power is the ability to get what we want because of our attractiveness, not through threats 

and bribes. The country’s attractiveness arises from the culture, political values and policies that 

the country has adopted and pursues. If we are able to achieve such a degree of attractiveness 

that other countries are willing to follow our example, there is no need to practise enforcement 

techniques or strategies2. 

                                                 

2 Joseph Nye (2004). “Soft Power: The Means to Success in World politics” (New York: Public Affairs), p.1. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101107

13 
 

In the case of soft power, the regulating influence of the state arises when a country 

manages to represent desirable values which are perceived as a common in the international 

community, particularly define acceptable or unacceptable behavior. Although this kind of 

power, which acquires meaning mainly in the context of the interrelations of the various actors, 

may not seem to be well grasped, some actors are trying to use it in their foreign policy. 

This approach was particularly successful after the end of the Cold War, but the soft power is 

not entirely new term. Already during the First World War, all parties sought to “propagate” 

their goals and create an appropriate image in the public opinion of the target state. Of course, 

later on globalization with the development of information technology also contributed to it. 

Soft power allows to influence other actors indirectly by “getting others to want results that 

someone else determines”. Sometimes it has been called as second face of power, in addition to 

military and economic power. Basically, it is the ability to “influence what others states want” 

– actor “A” has soft power when actor “B” has voluntarily changed its preferences so that “A” 

achieves its objectives without the need for coercion. 

In the certain situations can generate the potential to improve the country’s position in 

the world, creating an alternative to military, economy and technology as traditional power 

resources. Joseph Nye’s concept is based on establishing actor’s preferences, often associated 

with intangible assets such as engaging personality, culture, political values, institutions, and 

legitimate politics. Soft power is by no means a substitute for hard power but it can help to 

achieve goals that are pushed by hard means. If the ideology or culture of the state is attractive, 

other states will be more willing to follow. Soft power is fulfilled from the ability of a state to 

present its agenda in such a way as to affect the preferences of other states. The greater the soft 

power of the state, the more willingly other actors want to help achieve its goals. The soft 

power resources and instruments do not always lead to immediate results. Building soft power 

is a long-term process and results may not show for a long time soft power is “structural”. The 

desired goals are not achieved by direct pressure but indirectly through information, semantic, 

value and institutional background. It can be more effective in countries where power is spread 

across multiple actors, typically in democracies. Basically, in states where public opinion 

matters more, soft power is more likely to work3. 

 

2.1.3. Smart Power 

                                                 

3 Joseph Nye (2004). “Soft Power: The Means to Success in World politics” (New York: Public Affairs). pp. 5. 
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Smart power is a concept that Joseph S. Nye, Jr. created in 2003 to draw attention to 

the erroneous assumption that soft power can in itself constitute an effective foreign policy. 

The author explains that smart power is created by de facto combining soft and hard power. It 

is based on assumption that an actor who can create the agenda of others or reshape their 

preferences does not have to use the carrots and sticks method. Thus, it can be said that soft 

and hard power tools should be combined in such a proportion as to reinforce and complement 

each other. The concept is thus a highly pragmatic approach, which arose mainly due to the 

nature of the current international system4. 

Smart power is neither hard nor soft power. In foreign policy the combination of both 

soft and hard power is called as smart power. Smart power means developing and integrated 

strategy, resource base and tool kit based on both hard and soft power. Definition of smart 

power came from the Center for Strategic and International Studies – the American think tank 

organization in 2006 with the words The United States must become a smarter power by once 

again investing in the global good5. The commission claims that by completing U.S. military 

and economic might with greater investments into soft power, America can build framework 

which might be effective for global changes, namely they should focus on five spheres: 

Alliances, partnerships, and institutions, Global development, Public Diplomacy, Economic 

integration Technology and innovation. 

Due to the stage of development of the most developed countries in the world, the 

economies of the states are shifting their focus from industrial production to services. Thus, 

importance of technology, education, innovation and creativity is growing. These 

characteristics not only affect the soft power of the country, but also significantly contribute to 

hard power. Thanks to better technologies it is possible to develop better and more effective 

weapons. Today’s weapon systems, also referred to as smart, although are very costly the level 

of its effectiveness its very high. 

Joseph S. Nye demonstrates an example of the successful use of smart power in the US 

approach, during a Cold War. At the time, the US clearly demonstrated its dominance in both 

soft and hard power. The soft power leverage was very high mainly due to American ideals 

                                                 

4 Joseph Nye (2009). “Get Smart: Combining Hard and Soft Power: Response. “ ( New York: Foreign Affairs) pp. 

160-163. Available from: http://www.foreignaffairs.com/archive. 

5 CSIS (2007). “CSIS Commission on Smart power.” A smarter, more secure America, (New York: Center for 

Strategic and International Studies), Available at: https://carnegieendowment.org/files/csissmartpowerreport.pdf. 
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such as; democracy, freedom, security and human rights. Hard power during this period is 

demonstrated by the increasing number of nuclear but also conventional weapons. He claimed, 

that that without its combination, would not be possible to break the Eastern bloc6. 

Smart power therefore represents a huge potential for current and future governments. 

With the growing technological progress and rising interconnections in the world, resulted into 

the faster development of technology, which records hard power. However, faster spread of 

culture, international trade or the basic flow of information represents the support of soft power. 

Currently tendency eliminate military conflict from international relations are more supportive 

of using soft power. Its role will undoubtedly continue to grow, but hard power cannot be 

neglected, as without it the survival and security of the state cannot be ensured. 

 

2.2. Criticism and Limits of Nye’s Concept of Soft Power 

 

Nye’s distinction of power into hard and soft aroused a wave of response from experts 

in international relations. One part agrees with Nye’s concept of soft power, while the other 

part criticizes the imperfection of the concept. The second group of experts includes 

Christopher Layne, who pointed out some weak points in Nye’s perception of soft power. 

Layne criticizes the weak empirical support of the concept, mentioning the main idea of the 

concept – attraction. Nye, analyses soft power in terms of the effect of “attraction” in 

interpersonal relationships. According to Layne’s notion, it is a false analogy, because foreign 

policy decision-making is mediated by political institutions and bureaucracy, which very take 

into account for their own national interests. From the perspective of foreign policy decision- 

making, there is little evidence that a state would make any decisions in line with the 

attractiveness of another actor. Layne’s further doubt about Nye’s soft power concept stems 

imperfection of casual causes, which Nye could not empirically substantiate. Nye’s causality 

criticism is also related to the relationship between public opinion and its impact on policy- 

makers. Layne cast doubt upon Nye’s statement that public opinion could have a major impact 

on the shaping of state policy. Since especially, in strong states, policy makers are autonomous 

and their decisions are minimally influenced by the public. In addition, Layne argues that public 

opinion is often manipulated in favor of policy support. As a sample of this phenomenon, he 

mentions the period of time before the US invasion to Iraq in 2003. When the administration of 

                                                 

6 Joseph Nye (2004). “Soft power: The means to success in world politics”. (New York: Public Affairs). pp. 7. 
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George W. Bush was used to influence the skeptical public in the favor of the invasion7.Other 

authors who have joined the critique of the Nye’s concept are Geraldo Zahran and Leonardo 

Ramos. Both of them criticize it for terminological ambiguity in distinguishes these terms: hard 

power, soft power. Nye differentiate these terms through the palpability of resources that 

produce power. However, according to Zahran and Ramos, this is inadequate and misleading, 

because some “tools”, which are marked as hard power, can also be used in soft power. Another 

critical point, which is mentioned by Zahran and Ramos, is Nye’s focus on describing soft 

power based almost exclusively on US policy. 

 

2.3. Transformation of the China’s Foreign Policy 

 

After the collapse of the communist bloc and the end of the Cold War in 1989-1991, 

there was a period of deepening economic cooperation, integration and globalization. It was 

crucial for China to integrate into the world economy, and contribute to the creation of a 

balance of power after the collapse of power blocs. The making foreign policy is dominated in 

China, the internal situation largely depends on it. The significant change shaped when in 1972, 

president Richard Nixon opened diplomatic relations with China. It was a very pragmatic step 

for Washington, especially in order to prevent rapprochement of China and Russia. 

Since China opened the door to the world in 1978, due to economic reforms it has been 

significant development in international relations. Country opened for foreign investments, 

China decided to accelerate the modernization process by stepping into foreign trade, which 

was beneficial not only for industrial but also for the agricultural market. At the end of 1978, 

the US and China stepped ahead and started to negotiate about the official diplomatic 

relationship. This time begins the new era, Deng Xiaoping visited as first official the US. 

Efforts to integrate among developed market economies were hampered by the events at 

Tiananmen Square in 1989, which resulted in a short but bitter period of sanctions and isolation 

China from the world. The use of force against the pro-democracy protesters was criticized by 

a lot of countries. Although, many governments sanctioned China on various commodities, 

China continued to pursue it “open” foreign policy8. 

                                                 

7 Layne, C. (2010). “The Unbearable Lightness of Soft Power. V I. Parmar, & M. Cox, Soft Power and US Foreign 

Policy.” (New York: Rouledge). 

8 Ahmed, Raja Qaiser (2014). “The Changing Dynamics of the Foreign Policy of China in Contemporary Time”, 
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Chinese foreign policy has undergone a major change. As stated by Jing Sun in the 

article Growing Diplomacy, Retreating Diplomats - How the Chinese Foreign Ministry has 

been Marginalized in Foreign Policymaking, Chinese foreign policy has experienced three 

leaderships transition since Tiananmen Square protests. First, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu 

Jintao and Xi Jinping. Interpretation of Deng Xiaoping foreign policy, was based on his famous 

notion hide brightness, nourish obscurity” 韜 光 養 晦 ”. It means that China should adopt low 

profile and never take the lead, rather stay as a observer and then lead actions9. 

Following successor was Jiang Zemin, who was well known as supporter against police 

interventions in 1989 at Tiananmen Square. The domestic changes which he implemented in 

his policy led negative impact on Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). To justify and build up 

the Party legitimacy, he started to implement concept of nationalism, which might be seen at 

foreign policy making until nowadays. His nationalist’s indoctrination resulted into worsening 

Chino-Japanese relations. Although, he was criticized by the West for suppressing 

demonstrations in Tiananmen Square, and engaging against Falun Gong, but he still remained 

popular in the minds of the "young Chinese generation." In 2002 Jiang resigned as general 

secretary of the CCP and the following year stepped down as president10. 

The successor of Jiang Zemin is Hu Jintao, he is commonly perceived as the weakest president. 

On the other hand, he was the first who tried to synchronize China’s domestic and foreign 

policy agendas. That time in China was dominance of rising inequality, corruption, so clash 

between society might be possible. Thus, the Era of Hu Jintao was dominated by promotion of 

“Harmony”. Propagated values are where country fails the most, for this reason the main goal 

was to establish harmonious and people-oriented world in Chinese so called “和諧世界、以 

人 為 本 ”. During Hu Jintao presidency, the concept of soft power in China has become an 

integral part of academic and practical discussions on world politics, foreign policy, domestic 

politics. This was the breaking point, which showed that Ministry of Foreign Affairs was to 

serve the leaders and serve the public. The combination of Chinese tactics under the auspices 

                                                 

(Ankara:Milletleraras).Availableat: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286643649_The_Changing_Dynamics_of_the_Foreign_Policy_of_Ch 

ina_in_Contemporary_Time Access: 19th November, 2020. 

9 Jing Sun (2017). “Growing Diplomacy, Retreating Diplomats” – How the Chinese Foreign Ministry has been 

Marginalized in Foreign Policymaking, Journal of Contemporary China, pp. 419-433. 

10 Diplomat, T., (2020). “Why China’S Younger Generation (Sort Of) Loves Jiang Zemin” The Diplomat. 
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of strengthening soft power in foreign policy creates a certain model based on satisfying 

neighbourhood policy, economic diplomacy, and involvement in multilateral organizations. In 

constructing of its own soft power, it adheres to its principles and it is to emphasize China’s 

cultural heritage. This principle is mediated mainly through the establishment of Confucius 

Institutes, which are under the umbrella of the Chinese Ministry of Education, where they apart 

of the so-called Hanban (Office for teaching Chinese as a foreign language). Since 2004, they 

have been established at universities around the world. In addition, they are involved in 

The last leadership included into this chapter is Xi Jinping who became the strongest 

leader since Deng Xiaoping. While China was following Deng’s strategy of foreign policy and 

so keeping a “low profile” in the international affairs. However, since Xi Jinping seized the 

power many observers perceive that China adapted more coercive diplomacy. Since his 

leadership, Chinese foreign policy is taking a different direction. The attention is paid to the 

concept China’s dream, which has replaced the “harmonious society” of the previous Secretary 

General – Hu Jintao. This is a simple dream that is deeply rooted in people's desire for a better 

life, it is a dream that needs a fight, it is a dream that benefits the world. Recently, a several 

scholars pointed out that Xi’s leadership is as a return to the cult of personality likewise during 

a Mao Zedong Era. 

One year after taking office, he established the National Security Commission (NSC), 

in order to handle major domestic and international issues. The main purpose of this 

commission is to combat terrorism, separatism and religious extremism. The establishment of 

NSC its very often perceived as related to personal and leadership of Xi Jinping – who is the 

head of the commission. According to Jing Sun, it is rather Party Machinery, than governmental 

agency, while its composition is preferably political in order to consolidate the Party and Xi’s 

personal control over China’s security. Generally speaking, the mental institution in charge of 

Chinese diplomacy, namely the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) its lately 

experiencing a huge decay in its leverage. Firstly, because CCP constantly preferred domestic 

agendas (specifically domestic stability) than foreign agendas. Second, Diplomats are trained 

and loyal to CCP – it caused an increasing number of Chinese diplomats who do not have a 

background in foreign affairs but, they had been trained by special Party’s officers. Thirdly, 

diplomats are rather as servant for political leaders than actors in foreign policy making11. 

                                                 

11  Jing Sun (2017) “Growing Diplomacy, Retreating Diplomats “– How the Chinese Foreign Ministry has been 

Marginalized in Foreign Policymaking, Journal of Contemporary China, pp. 419-43. 
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Recent years, Chinese foreign policy shifted from soft power to sharper power. China 

uses its special tools to promote their own interests and its influence in other countries. For 

instance, there is to some extent an effort to create economic dependence on China among the 

states. It has been displayed by investments into infrastructures (in developing countries), or 

any investments in general, an effort to participate on the important projects, and build up great 

power among the states. Furthermore, the great emphasis is also place on Chinese territorial 

integrity and its territorial claims in the South China Sea, which is lately very sensitive topic, 

which form the Chinese relations with the other countries. According to recent development, 

China rising its influence among the states through keep accumulating politicians, secret 

agreements, business opportunities. Unfortunately, these influences strategies also penetrated 

into the academic sphere, and its applied into education system e.g. organized lectures to 

improve the subconscious of PRC, specifically in the Czech Republic, that happened on the 

topic Belt and Road Initiative, that were funded and financial supported by the Chinese 

government. 

In many cases, Chinese politicians, or diplomats lobby in a given country for Chinese 

sympathy, unfortunately not a with relevant procedures, thus, they become more condemnation 

from the perspective of other states12. At present, China’s foreign policy tools are the way sharp. 

As evidence, it can be an attempt to promote Chinese interests, by interfering into domestic 

politics scene e.g. by non-official threating letters, or by terminating various busines contracts, 

as it happened in the Czech Republic in case of the trip to Taiwan planned by former President 

of Senate Jaroslav Kubera. Moreover, several Security Service Intelligence warned against the 

CCP’s influence that could affect further development and security of the country. In general, 

all China’s decision making has been centralized and personalized by the Xi Jinping and in the 

very close circle of Communist Party. 

 

2.4. Development of the Sino-Czech Relations 

 

During the era of the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia had ties with the USSR foreign 

policy. Therefore, the relationship between Czechoslovakia and China was primarily 

                                                 

12  Filip Jirouš (2020). Čínská Agresivita Roste. Své Diplomaty Dokonce Platí Za Nediplomatické Chování, 

iROZHLAS. Available at: https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-svet/cina-covid-19-koronavirus-filip-jirous- 

sinopsis_2005191936_zit. 
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dependent on the current affair between the Soviet Union and China. 1980 bears the most 

successful era of Prague – Beijing relations on the government exchange basis. That era 

encompasses a broad range negotiated barter trade agreements, made investments and 

innovated projects in the machinery and energy sectors around the whole communist block13. 

The isolation of the PRC became a history in the mid-1980s. Chinese relations with Eastern. 

Europe and, consequently, with Czechoslovakia were revived. In 1984, Zhu Rongji, then 

deputy chairman of the State Commission for Economics, foreign trade minister, arrived in 

Czechoslovakia. Thanks to Deng Xiaoping's reforms, ideological tensions have eased and its 

relations began to be developed. 

After the fall of totalitarianism after 1989, The Czech Republic got the opportunity to 

form its foreign policy towards the People's China Republic. In general, at the time, the making 

of foreign policy strategies might be perceived from two different perspectives. The one was 

to fulfil the main strategic goals, such as integration into the European community and 

simultaneously into world structures of international organizations. On the other hand, there 

was a discrepancy between politics, particularly towards China. After 1989, differing views on 

the issue of Tibet, respect for human rights and the Czech Republic's unofficial relations with 

Taiwan were reflected in Czech-Chinese relations. 

Czech former president Vaclav Havel is well known as the advocate of democratic 

principles simultaneously as the opponent of violation of human rights. Due to his presidency, 

The Czech foreign policy has taken the direction of the Chinese People's Republic of sharp 

criticism, especially for human rights violations 14 . When Vaclav Havel mentioned the 

possibility of Taiwan joining the United Nations at a press conference in New York in 1995, it 

marked a major rift in Czech-Sino relations15. To worth to mention how Vaclav Havel invited 

the Pope and Dalai Lama to Prague, as the proof of sharing common values, which was of 

course intersected with the CCP’s idea. Generally speaking, the Czech foreign policy during 

the ’90s was not in favor of PRC and its relations can be characterized preferably as frozen. 

China started to be interested in Eastern and Central Europe since 2008, but this 

                                                 

13  Rudolf Fürst (2005). “Politické vnímání Číny v Čechách: mezi věcností a nevěcností, orientalismem a 

okcidentalismem.” Mezinárodní vztahy, Vol. 40, No. 3, pp. 1-2. 

14 Rudolf Fürst (2013). “Má mít Česká republika dlouhodobou strategii ve vztazích s Čínou?” Policy paper (Praha: 

Ú stav mezinárodních vztahů), p. 23. 

15 Havel, Vaclav (1995). “Speech by the President of the Republic Vaclav Havel at the ceremonial session of the UN 

General Assembly”., (The New York), 24th October 1995. 
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influence became apparent for the Czech Republic with the presidency of Milos Zeman in 2013. 

China has become proactive in many areas through which it has tried to break its traditional 

image as a communist superpower in the states of the region, raise awareness of China and re- 

establish itself as a pro- reform and open state in the region. First, China has chosen the path of 

media diplomacy. State Radio Chinese Radio International, created a network of websites 

providing information on China in 48 languages, including Czech language. Generally 

speaking, China built a strong platform for growing public diplomacy. China’s intentions are 

very broad, and so might be considered certain development in economic sphere, Chinese 

cultural values, but also in education and its exchange. Namely, offering partnerships to Czech 

universities, establishing the Chinese centres, specifically the Confucius institutes, the think- 

tanks, etc. 

In all these areas, however, China still faces public opposition, stemming from the 

communist history of the region. For the Czech Republic, from the combination of this factory 

with an inherent mistrust of the power’s intention. However, China has made significant 

progress in improving relations. This is due both to how well public diplomacy works in the 

economic sphere such as (business forums, seminars etc.). Undoubtedly, China’s greater 

willingness to engage in classical diplomatic activities, such as political meetings at the highest 

level are appear more and more often than in the past. 

The significant turnover in the Czech-Sino relations occurred in 2013, when Milos 

Zeman was elected as a president of the Czech Republic. The president Zeman’s inauguration 

was the second largest impetus in Czech-Chinese relations, right after the official visit of Prime 

Minister of the PRC Wen Jiabao in Prague 2005 since the 1990s. Along with the president, 

Prime Minister Jiri Rusnok was also very pro-active in deepening Czech-Chinese relation. In 

November 2013 at the Czech-Chinese Investment Forum, Prime Minister announced so called 

“restart of Czech-Chinese cooperation”16. Since 2012 China has started to engaged 16 Central 

and Eastern European countries (CEECs), including 11 EU Member States under the platform 

so called 16+1, which it has displayed as an innovative approach to regional cooperation. This 

platform was created on the initiative of a Chinese partner in Warsaw 2012. The 

interconnection strategy with Eastern European countries have three main priorities: 

                                                 

16 Government of the Czech Republic (2013). “Restart spolupráce mezi Českou republikou a Čínou | Vláda ČR. 

Úvodní stránka” | Vláda ČR [Available at: https://www.vlada.cz/cz/media-centrum/aktualne/restart-spoluprace- mezi-

ceskou-republikou-a-cinou—113297. 
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infrastructure, deepening economic ties and unspoken political goals for PCR. Some Western 

European countries perceive it as a disruption of the EU-PRC partnership. On the Chinese side, 

this is seen as a means of simplifying the agenda for the smaller states of Central and Eastern 

Europe. The significant change came in China, when Xi Jinping was elected as president of 

China. To a large extent, we can observe that both of the presidents have also become very 

good friends - it can be evidenced by the growing number of official visits of Milos Zeman in 

PCR, but also Xi Jinping in the Czech Republic. Gradual deepening of relations brought to the 

several front moments that caused chaos in the Czech political scene and its discourse 

ingeneral. The first controversial statement in CCTV by Milos Zeman made in China brought 

the wave of resistance. ,,I am in China to learn how to accelerate economic growth and how 

to successfully stabilize the society”17. 

The president affection for the China continued in the years to come. It caused many 

situations that were not fully consistent with the foreign policy concept. By the popularity of 

the president and later of the government, China was given a “green card” to penetrate the 

subconscious of society, while trying to improve its own image. International attention (mostly 

in a negative context) to the Czech Republic was brought by the performance of CEEFC 

representative, Chairman Ye Jianming and its naming as an official advisor for Czech President 

Milos Zeman in 2015. As it is mentioned above, the rising of China’s influence in the Czech 

Republic can be perceived since the beginning of 2014, when President Milos Zeman visited 

President Xi Jinping for the first time. In this context, it was usually talking about economic 

relations and economic diplomacy. It turns out that this impact is minimal. Mutual trade is still 

unbalanced, but in the meantime, there has been a sharp increase in political influence in the 

Czech Republic. The promised investments and economic growth were supposed to boost due 

to the activity of China Energy Finance Corporation CEFC. Later on, the company turned out 

to be in financial crisis, and it left only the debts, which are now being pulled by the Chinese 

state investment agency CITIC. 

Furthermore, the prominent leader and president’s advisor Ye Jianming was probably 

arrested in China for corruption and other frauds. The turnover in the economic relations that 

CEFC was supposed to bring was more or less a fiasco. The economic impact was minimal; on 

the contrary, it got a lot of doubts on Czech-Sino relations. 

During the years 2013-2015, also significant non-political events took place, mainly 

                                                 

17 Milos Zeman (2014). Speech for CCTV, Sichuan, People’s Republic of China, 29th October 2014. 
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aimed at the development of tourism and the representation in the cultural sphere. For instance, 

the Czech event days in Shanghai in April 2015, which were to strengthen the Czech image in 

the PRC. The first two years, the presidency of Milos Zeman lacks a clear conceptual grasp of 

the relationship with PRC. The importance of it grown significantly, but the Czech Republic 

has still not set specific goals – politicians were instead moving in the general level of 

establishing other business relationships and investments. 

The following years brought several results of Czech-Chinese cooperation, for example, 

regular flights Prague - Beijing, Prague - Shanghai were set up. Czech Republic joined the Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI), and president Zeman continued to working on deepening relations. 

The year 2016 was crucial for Czech-Chinese relations. First, the 5th summit took place and it 

was expected to sign agreements on specific joint projects between the Czech Republic and the 

PRC. According to, reports from the Czech media, the Chinese side tried to agree, the list of 

joint projects to which both parties will commit will also include the expansion of the Dukovany 

nuclear power plant by a Chinese company without a tender. This project to complete the nuclear 

power plant that is now a major debate, as the Czech Security Information Service BIS warn 

against uncontrollable Chinese influence18. Secondly, the Prague City Hall signed a partnership 

agreement with the Beijing self-government so-called Prague – Beijing Sister City Agreement. 

The agreement, which included the statement that Prague recognized the policy of one China 

(including territory under the jurisdiction of Taiwan), was defended by the Prague leadership so 

that Beijing conditioned the planned lending of a giant panda to the Prague Zoo. It was also to 

anchor economic and cultural cooperation. Thirdly, the meeting of the Tibetan spiritual leader 

the Dalai Lama with the Minister of Culture Daniel Herman has provoked unprecedented media 

coverage. As the reaction to this meeting, was a statement by the four highest constitutional 

officials was signed, in which they distanced themselves from the meeting of Herman with Dalai 

Lama. 

Meanwhile, the years from 2013 might be consider as golden years for Sino-Czech 

relations, since 2017 relations between countries rather cooled. The collapse of the CEFC- 

China Energy Company, the president’s missing adviser -Ye Jianming. Obvious, arising 

pressure from the Chinese side, the worldwide case of Huawei. All these circumstances 

definitely contributed to the reserved relations between countries. The big shift can be perceived 

by the Czech public opinion. Since the new Prague Mayor – Zdenek Hrib was elected, his policy 

                                                 

18Sinopsis (2016). “16+1“ Zhongguo - zhong dong Ou guojia hezuo Available at: https://sinopsis.cz/sinopis/16-1/ 
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noticeable changed and into some extent based on anti-Chinese attitude. It led to the termination 

of the Prague - Beijing Sister City Agreement, which was replaced by the Prague 

- Taipei Sister City Agreement. Of course, this rift had a negative impact, and PRC took steps 

ahead and to vet all activities associated with the word “Prague” – such as cancelling the 

upcoming Prague Philharmonic’s tour in China. This has been turning point ever. In addition, 

unfulfilled Chinese investments and economic cooperation, led to the polarization of Czech 

society in general, not only, Czech public opinion, but also the politic scene. And so, pro- 

Chinese team and anti-Chinese (supporters of Taiwan, Hong Kong, Tibet) might be seen in the 

Czech Republic19 

It is the years 2019 and 2020 that display the phenomenon, namely the formation of an 

“image” of the direction of Czech foreign policy bringing it to the local level – Prague. 

Relations between the Czech Republic, China, and Taiwan keep continuing to be intense. The 

news that Senate President Jaroslav Kubera was planning a trip to Taiwan. The president of 

Senate was asked to do not come to the diplomatic reception of Taiwan (by the Chinese 

Embassy in Prague). Furthermore, he was criticized and warned by the Czech president; this is 

further evidence of a kind of inconsistency in the issues of the direction of Czech foreign policy, 

specifically the relations with PRC. Due to the planned mission to Taiwan, Chinese embassy 

issued the letter addressed to Senate President Jaroslav Kubera. Once the letter has been 

published, it is seen as a threat Jaroslav Kubera rather than an ordinary recommendation, which 

was completely irrelevant from the point of view of diplomacy. The sudden death of Senate 

President Jaroslav Kubera and the subsequent lengthy investigation of his death led to sparked 

speculative debate not only between public opinion but between politicians. The subsequent 

effects of the global pandemic and Miloš Vystrčil - the new Senate President's trip to Taiwan 

with the words "straighten the backbone of the Czech Republic" opened a new chapter in 

Czech-Chinese relations20. 

 

2.5. Scope and Limitations 

                                                 

19  The Diplomat (2019). “What’s Behind the Prague-Taipei Sister City Ties?” Available at: 

https://thediplomat.com/2019/12/whats-behind-the-prague-taipei-sister-city-ties/ 

20 Seznam Zprávy (2020). “Vystrčil je z Tchaj-wanu zpět v Praze. Narovnali jsme páteř Česka”, (Praha: Seznam 

Zprávy), Available at: https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/vystrcil-je-zpet-v-praze-zhodnoti-misi-na- tchaj-wan-

118555. 
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As was stated in previous chapters, this thesis will aim at the Czech - Sino relations. 

Recent development of its relations ranked a broad discussion worldwide. It revived a former 

discussion regarding the approach of the Czech Republic towards the People’s Republic of 

China. Although the new Concept of Czech foreign policy doesn’t impose any significant 

changes, the contemporary political discourse and diplomatic measurements show how much 

Czech position towards China has transformed. As for the time limit, I decided to focus on the 

period since the year 2016 until nowadays. This period of time is very important for Sino- 

Czech relations for many reasons. First, aforementioned, the year 2016 can be considered as a 

golden bridge in tightening Czech-Chinese relations, e.g. Prague - Beijing Sister City 

Agreement, the setting of direct flights between Prague – Beijing, Shanghai, active 

participation in platform 16+1 and its China Investment Forum, etc. Secondly, besides the 

“golden age” in 2016 for the first time occurs more significant clashes between Czech and the 

Chinese side following the visit of the Dalai Lama to Prague. At the time the Chinese Embassy 

was deeply concerned about the situation, and following the events, it escalated into so-called 

“Declaration of Four” 21 . Cooperation and development changed dynamics in foreign 

policymaking in both countries following years. Czech political discourse, but also the Czech 

opinion to some extent, have been polarized and split into two camps: pro-Chinese, anti-Chinese 

attitudes, which will also be an objective of this thesis. 

The work deviates from the classical research of Foreign Policy focused only on its 

goals, instead gives more space to political discourse and its implications. The thesis will also 

include political statements not only as a complement of taken action but as an essential tool 

for interpreting the situation. However, the room is also devoted to external influences such as 

membership in international and regional organizations and other factors resulting from the 

pressure of the related international environment. 

As for the specific actors, the attention will be paid mainly to both presidents and so 

Milos Zeman and Xi Jinping. In the case of the Czech domestic actors, there will be provided 

with a list of several foremost entertainers, mostly politicians and actors who were in any way 

                                                 

21 Declaration of Four, is a statement issued on October 18, 2016 signed by president Milos Zeman, former 

Senate President Milan Stech former Speaker of the parliament Jan Hamacek and former Prime minister 

Bohuslav Sobotka in response to the meeting of Culture Minister Daniel Herman with the Tibetan spiritual 

leader the Dali Lama. 
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involved in the negotiations with China regarding some investments, or participating on the 

dealing with China. As for the People’s Republic of China, the thesis will include mainly actors 

who have pro-active in dealing with the Czech Republic, specifically part of the cases related 

to Huawei, Prague – Beijing Sister City Agreement, Face masks diplomacy, confrontation 

regarding the Senate’s trip to Taiwan. Since the primary goal of this work is to analyze China’s 

using Public Diplomacy towards the Czech Republic and its effectiveness, the research is based 

on the concept of public diplomacy and its used tools. Last but not least, it will be introduced 

the concept of power; hard power, soft power, smart power in order to define Chinese public 

diplomacy tools and its presence in the Czech Republic subsequently analyze. 

As for the limitation, due to the degree of topicality, this work will be limited by the 

lack of transparency in public accessible resources. Since the analysis of this work is based on 

public speeches and politician’s statements, the leading source will be Czech and English press 

releases. Meeting or interviews (telephone, mail, personal meetings) that took place but which 

were not made available to the public will be limited in work only to publicly available. The 

censorship of the Chinese communist regime, which produce only selected information 

available, and especially the lack in the English version also plays a significant role. Last but 

not least, insufficient knowledge of the Chinese language will limit the author’s ability to 

analyze the Chinese approach in more depth – especially its PRC’s interpretation in Chinese 

public media on the issue of Sino-Czech relations.
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Chapter III: Public Diplomacy Concept 

 

3.1. Definitions and Purpose of Public Diplomacy 

 

In this chapter, I would like to focus on the theoretical definition of the concept of Public 

Diplomacy. I will primarily answer the questions related to Public Diplomacy development, 

what has undergone in scientific research and whether there is a comprehensive generally 

accepted definition, which can be interpreted. In this chapter, would be covered the conditions 

for making an effective strategy. The last part will examine the role of Public Diplomacy in the 

theory of the international relations and examined the using tools. 

Public Diplomacy is well known through International Relations for a long time. 

However, the theory itself has begun to emerge in recent decades. Career diplomat Edmund 

Gullion first used the term of Public Diplomacy in today’s understanding in 19651. At the time 

the Cold War culminated, his definition has been evolving and changing dynamically since 

then in the context of the international environment. He described the public diplomacy as: the 

influence of public attitudes on the formation and execution of foreign policies. It encompasses 

dimensions of international relations beyond traditional diplomacy, including the cultivation 

by governments of public opinion in the other countries; the interaction of private groups and 

interests in one country with those another. 

The first comprehensive definitions formulated in the 1980’s focus primarily on 

affecting the goal of public diplomacy, while automatically assuming that the only actor is state, 

respectively, a government 2  Gifford D. Malone defines public diplomacy as “direct 

communication with foreign residents aimed at influencing their thinking and, ultimately, the 

judgment of their government.” Similarly, Manheim concluded that the primary purpose of 

diplomacy is explanation and favor of the governmental policy and representing its nation, 

preferably to foreign publics. The strategic Public Diplomacy is referred as a government to 

                                                 

1 Nicholas J. Cull (2010). “Public Diplomacy before Gullion from: Routledge Handbook of Public Diplomacy” 

(London: Routledge). 

2 19 Malone, G. D. (1985) “Managing Public Diplomacy”, (Washington: The Washington Quaterly), vol. 8, no. 3, pp. 

199-213. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101107

28 
 

people, which includes the statement that government put efforts to influence the public, but 

also elite’s opinion, additionally foreign policy activities of the target country3. 

As another example of the definition of the term public diplomacy was published in 

1991 as the report of US Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy claiming that,”Public 

Diplomacy – is the open exchange of ideas and information, it is inherent characteristic of 

democratic societies. It is global mission is central to foreign policy. And it remains 

indispensable to national interests, ideals and leadership role in the world”4. 

Unlike the traditional diplomacy, public diplomacy might be described on the way that government 

leaders communicate deliberately, through both official but also the private individuals and 

institutions, in order to communicate with citizens in other societies. Main different aspects PD 

from TD are that PD is used by government in order to communicate with masses, while TD 

primarily aim to communicate on the “state to state” level.  

The Public diplomacy is traditionally related with soft power and its key tools, for instance, 

government- sponsored cultural, educational information program, in order to promote the national 

interests of a country through understanding and influencing targeted foreign audiences. Thus, the 

main purpose of the usage of public diplomacy is to spread and shared national objectives and 

interest, in order to attract and gain “others heart”. The definition of the tools used corresponds to 

the definition of soft power and smart power in particular, that are the subject of following two 

sections below. 

 Public diplomacy is one of the soft power’s key tools. Although, it seems that concept of 

public diplomacy is quite new, in fact the United States and former Soviet Union invested heavily 

in their communications with the world a during the Cold War5.  The beginnings of contemporary 

public diplomacy date back to the United States and its experience. The major turnover that had 

let significant impact on the change in perception of public diplomacy was after terror attack in 

New York in 11th September, 2001. After this tragedy, the US government declared counter 

terrorism and public diplomacy became real and central topic for foreign ministers in every single 

                                                 

3 Jarol Manheim (1994). “Strategic Public Diplomacy & American Foreign Policy: The Evolution of Influence.” (New 

York: Oxford University Press). p.5. 

4  https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-public-diplomacy-and-public-affairs/united-states-

advisory-commission-on-public-diplomacy/ 

5 Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.4. 
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country. It caused rise of soft power in international relations and its connection between 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs.  

Nowadays, Public diplomacy became inseparable part of diplomacy, and it been frequently 

use in order to form state image abroad. Today, given the significant increase in the emphasis on 

public diplomacy, it should be considered as necessary part of the foreign policy of all countries, 

including international organizations. The focus of states on PD prepares for some states (mainly 

European smaller states) assumes benefits especially in the field of social stability, security and 

economic prosperity6. 

 Edmund Gullion in 1966 defined Public Diplomacy as a new term, which entered 

International Relations field. He mentioned that, through Public Diplomacy (including private 

sector, individuals) we can influence and exercise foreign policy decision. Specifically, he claims 

that public diplomacy eventually deals with the influence of public attitudes on the formation and 

execution of foreign policies, hence it encompasses dimensions of international relations beyond 

traditional diplomacy7.  

 Another definition comes according to Paul Sharp, public diplomacy can describe process 

by which direct relations with citizens in a given country are pursued to advance interests and 

extend the values of those being represented 8 . Jan Melissen, in his book focus on the new 

perspective of public diplomacy. He emphasized that PD essentially aimed at positive aspects of 

a country to foreign publics. The main task for PD is to inform and keep foreign press in order to 

enhance foreign audiences as a condition of success in foreign policy making. Furthermore, he 

pointed out that public diplomacy doesn’t need to be use only as a soft instrument, hence it can 

pursue a lot objectives related to the trade, investments and political dialogue. As Joseph Nye 

stated in his book entitled “Bound to Lead” PD is a key tool to advance soft power. It targets public 

opinion, and information plays significant role in this regard. Information is considered as a major 

source of soft power, which might help to provide a positive image of the country, and that might 

                                                 

6 Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.5. 

7  Edmund A.Gullion (2006). “Public Diplomacy Definication” (Fletcher). 

https://fletcher.tufts.edu/murrow/diplomacy. 

8 Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.11. 

Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.14. 
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be effective in order to create appropriate conditions for strengthening government policies9.  

Public diplomacy is related and connected with society and it covers the areas in international 

relations which traditional diplomacy don’t.  

 The main purpose of Public Diplomacy is to spread proper information and to disable the 

disinformation to other foreign audiences. Furthermore, particularly it might help in order to 

establish or enhance relations between countries. PD is aims to provide long-term beneficial 

relations, understanding through, regular dissemination of information, news in released in foreign 

languages, culture. 

 

3.2. The Essential Actors in Shaping Public Diplomacy 

 

Today even PD is still changing and adapting new approaches in international world, 

coming with the global changes, hence PD becoming more popular tool. Aforementioned, PD is 

recently commonly used in foreign policies in many countries, thus more tools and actors might 

occur, regarding different countries.  Although most forms of public diplomacy are provided 

without any particular order, common instruments for PD are: culture, social activities, 

broadcasting, academia, international relations, information, aid, trade and investments. As was 

mentioned in previous chapter, PD aiming on masses overseas and their beliefs and thoughts on 

that country. In today’s world PD is one of the most important concepts of political 

communication. Undoubtedly, to carrying out an effective PD is attractiveness of ideas and values 

promoted by the state/non-state actors. In order to enhance effective PD, is necessary to assimilate 

cooperation between Ministry of Foreign Affairs eventually government and PD actors. 

Aforementioned, PD is not used only on the state level, but might be used by large organization 

such as EU, UN, NATO, etc. 

PD represents several tools, the close attention will be paid to the traditional tools, such as 

culture, education, broadcasting, media, investments programs, town-twinning10 . Actors who 

representing PD might be divided into two main sectors, as such non-governmental organizations 

and governmental organizations. Some tools used in PD may have an overlap with NGOs and vice 

versa. In the following subchapters, common traditional tools will be described, and demonstrated 

                                                 

9 Nye, Joseph S. (1990). “Bound to lead: the changing nature of American power” (New York: Basic Books.) pp.16. 

10 Town-twinning - usually encouraged by governments, driven by exchange visits, arranging contracts, eventually 

profound mutual cooperation. (http://www.twinning.org/en/ (Retrieved February 2021).  
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on individual examples.  

 

3.2.1. Governmental Sector 

 Although recent events brought increasing support for the non-governmental sector to 

participate in making PD, government still represent crucial part in the process. The main purpose 

is to represent its country in a positive way. Governments invest a lot of time and money into great 

networks, which might help in operating outside of the country. The most important tools are 

culture and education exchange, which is coordinated between Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Education. The exact establishment may vary on each country, 

and according its strategies which wanted to be use and promote outside of the country. The main 

goal is to maintain successful PD, which can persuade global opinion of the benefits expanding 

and drive to increasing tourism, enhance and bring more business opportunities, and potential 

allies for future. Every PD campaign organize by government might be different, there is no 

blueprint of an ideal successful strategy. Each state is specific, and PD need to be addresses 

according its nation preferences, which might be valuable. There are a lot of factors which matters 

when it comes to PD, for example the size of state will really matter, wealth, and the content which 

they can offer. Undoubtedly, is clear that one of the most important government’s instruments 

besides its power are financial resources, that can support financially media or any other additional 

support of trade and projects. Most states operate abroad through the institutions they have 

established, usually language center or culture institutes. Undoubtedly, embassies have a great 

influence on the representation of interests abroad, in particular of making traditional diplomacy, 

they can participate and organize various projects, whether cultural, scientific or artistic. Through 

activities, that are organized and supported by governments may be achieved mutual 

understanding, further deepening relations and interactions which, might be beneficial for the 

future perspective.  

 An important part of PD are conferences, seminars and other presentation events that 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Embassies organized, co-organize or support through grants or 

other forms. In the Czech Republic Department of Public Diplomacy cooperates with a number of 

other partners, whose support is crucial for an effective PD in internal or external affairs. These 

includes for example agencies such Czech Tourism, Czech Trade, and other non-governmental, 

non-profit organizations, companies, scientific or academic community, as well as other states and 
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international organizations11. 

 

3.2.2.  Non-governmental Organizations and Private Sectors 

The recent development of international environment had also impact on, governments and 

its agencies are no longer the main part in diplomacy process. Recently, NGOs are able to form 

their own opinions independently on the government’s institutions. NGOs usually, filling the gap, 

that government and its agencies cannot embraced. It provides services or advocate to public 

society. The vast majority of NGOs are not affiliated with any governments. However, mutual 

cooperation can carry the potential risk for NGOs with dependency, especially in non-democratic 

countries, where its activities might be limited or prohibited due to the law restrictions 

implemented by governments. Usually, NGOs work independently in the fields such as culture, 

environment, politics, lobbying in order to serve public society. Foundations, associations, or even 

private companies will be in thesis consider as NGOs. The main purpose is to conduct social 

diplomacy aiming on outside of the country. Thus, being part of the resource of state soft power, 

and plays an important role in shaping foreign policy12. In order to conduct effective cooperation, 

they might be involved into official meetings, and participate on organizing activities along with 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They usually participate in the field of international or domestic 

cooperation in the area of culture exchange, broadcasting, media, online platforms, education 

programs, humanitarian aids, business, or support other small entrepreneurs. Undoubtedly, in 

order to have a strong and effective PD, its necessary to enhance its mutual cooperation. For 

example, NGOs projects might be supported (financially) by government on contrary, NGOs can 

support government statements or official speeches. Recently, many NGOs are established in order 

to enhance use an effective soft power. 

Private sectors, also playing crucial role in forming of PD. The area of private sector 

includes companies, individuals, political representatives. Their strength unlike non-profit 

organization can be in funding. In case where the NGOs, or government did not succeed, private 

sectors might have ability to “solve the problem”, bring more support in case of building up the 

new relations, state image, or investments. Besides the business opportunities, country is always 

                                                 

11 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. (2015). The New Concept of Foreign Policy. (Prague: MZV) 

https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/cz/zahranicni_vztahy/verejna_diplomacie/index.html 

12 Bros, Natalia (2017). “Public Diplomacy and Cooperation with Non-Governmental Organizations in the Liberal 

Perspective of International Relations” (Wroclav: Journal of Education Culture and Society.) p.16. 
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associated with its own “image”. For example, The Czechia is known for its high-quality beer, 

Japan for its sushi, Italy wine, etc. Nowadays, with the help of these sectors, besides more job 

opportunities, we can observe deepening relations between the countries, as such cultural projects, 

exchange programs, language exchange, seminars, internships, humanitarian aid, sponsorships 

and sort of the help assistance across all the fields.  

 

3.3. The Key Instruments in the Public Diplomacy 

 

3.3.1. Culture 

Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, it includes 

language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music, dance, arts. It can be divided according to 

geography, ethnicity, nations, states or even smaller circles. Culture defines non-material and 

material values which are dominant for its group or community. In diplomacy, culture is very 

important and has directly formed a news section, so-called Cultural Diplomacy. Cultural 

Diplomacy is based on the exchange of ideas, values, tradition and other aspects related to culture 

or identity, in order to enhance cooperation or deepening ties, promote national interests, etc. 

Culture can be practices by the public sector, private sector, society, individuals or even 

governmental institutions. Recently, the cultural sector is the key instrument in using soft power 

and building the national image. Culture might be perceived, as an innocent way how to spread 

main ideas, ideals to other nations, and encourage the public/ society to “like” that nation at the 

same time. A culture is a tool for how states or non-governmental actors might be close in touch 

with society. It can fulfil the gap, where traditional diplomacy failed. For example: during a crisis 

in diplomatic relations, culture might be used as an effective tool to succeed where the government 

failed.  

Aforementioned, culture is one of the key tools of soft power, through sharing ideas, might 

be promoted national image, which can help attract other societies among foreign countries. As 

Joseph S. Nye, pointed out at his book, the main intention of exercising soft power is to “touch 

hearts and minds of the society” by the attractiveness, and attractiveness arises from culture, values 

and ideas which country has adopted and pursues13.  

Later on, the PD’s development, was field of PD was categorized, and one of the current 

                                                 

13 Joseph Nye (2004). “Soft Power: The Means to Success in World politics” (New York: Public Affairs), p.1. 
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leading is Cultural Diplomacy which has been fully adapted into nowadays diplomatic practices. 

Nicolas Cull, in his title Cultural Diplomacy and the United States Government, emphasized that 

culture was used in order to “export state culture”14. Nowadays, Culture Diplomacy carries one of 

the most important roles, in deepening relations, and operating mainly through cultural/language 

institutions such as: Czech Culture Centers, Chinese Confucius Institutes, or German Goethe 

Institutes. These centers are mainly used for teaching foreign languages and interpreting culture 

on their own. Creating variable cultural exhibitions for the foreign public is very effective in order 

to educate and spread a positive image of the country. Exhibitions can be effective in burnishing 

national image, where the focus might be commercial or far more direct. It has become an essential 

tool for PD, in order to contact youth or eventually influenced the public, it is not enabled without 

an effective cultural environment.  

 

3.3.2. Education 

Undoubtedly, Academia is closely related to the culture, and usually complement each 

other and cooperate. Education environment has also become an integral part of PD, which has 

been using in several areas. Likewise, culture, it forms a significant part of soft power and is very 

often represented and used in long-time running perspective. Along with culture, might be helpful 

to impress youth generation, educated them or attract for future collaboration. As a part of PD 

tools many states building its soft power mainly on developing Education Exchanges, Awarding 

Scholarships, Opening Intern-ships positions, etc. In order to increase states attractiveness, and 

enhanced its dominance, governments awarding youth with the amount stipends opportunities. For 

example: language exchanges, recruiting into the research institutes, opening internships and other 

opportunities, which are helpful in “building bridges” with other social groups.  

 Seminars and conferences which can take a place both virtually or present, are key 

instruments used currently in PD. Think tanks and similar institutions around the whole world 

organize discussions and conferences on issues including the global topics such as climate change, 

human rights, territorial conflicts, ethnicity, religion etc. To ensure prosperous relationships 

between countries, is necessary to provide high-quality education of society. Hence, education 

might help to increase citizen’s awareness towards specific country and build up the mutual 

understanding of current situation, eventually bring a positive impact. Many countries have 

adopted this strategy and thus through sponsored programs (usually by government) trying to 

                                                 

14 Nicolas Cull, (2009). “Public Diplomacy: Lesson from the Past“ (Los Angeles: Figueroa Press), p.19. 
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encourage youth generation to participate in this process. Exchange students, degree students, or 

even interns who spent a lot of time at country, will unintentionally 

 participate on making PD. First, by sharing its (usually positive) experience at the country, or 

secondly as future potential workforce, which might be helpful in the future skills exchange in any 

kind of industry, or as potential “bridge” who help to bring countries together.  

 The abovementioned goals can be achieved through establishment of special institutions, 

which design special programs for scholarships, language exchange, exchange students or degree 

seeking students. Not only governments are organizing as such institutions, but also NGOs, or 

individuals might organize such as programs for foreign public. Educational exchanges more 

broadly, and stipends have a special value, because they involve young people, therefore for the 

governments it is potential investment in the future15. 

 

3.3.3. Media 

 Public Diplomacy has gone a long development through communication process. PD uses 

different tools to communicate with foreign public. These tools are for example: media and press, 

publications, broadcastings, podcasts, magazines, cinemas, cartoons and also social media and 

advertisements. The invention of printing made great progress in its transmission of information. 

Besides, its progress in transmission, the content is far more extensive and updated worldwide. 

With the increasing digitalization was caused that printed media are not popular and had been 

largely replaced by electronic resp. the digital versions, in particular users, have easier access to 

all kind of information. Considering, all taken benefits undoubtedly, media brought a huge benefit 

for society. Otherwise, need to be mention it also brought a lot of challenges and we should be 

advised media can be misused, and it can let a negative impact on society.  

 Aforementioned, today’s PD understanding sees it mainly as true communication with 

foreign audiences, the aim of which is to create positive ideas about the country in the target 

country, while allowing them to share its values and use it in mutual cooperation. Among other 

things, they can also inform and convince them bout its qualities and interests.  

 During the Cold War, television and radio played the powerful role and was used widely 

as a new diplomatic tool. That time, they did not use the term public diplomacy, but they called it 

                                                 

15 Hunt Alan (2016). ”Public Diplomacy What is it and How to do it” (United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research), pp. 61-66. 
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“open diplomacy”16. The PD has garnered admiration and success worldwide. The desire for 

democracy and the free society and the position taken by the US during that time, brought 

sufficient proof, that effective communication with audience can bring great success and sort of 

achievement of accomplished foreign policy goals. Since that time, many countries have been 

inspired and invested in broadcasting and TV channels operating and translated to the languages 

spoken in the chosen countries. These “traditional” media, such as broadcasting or TV channel are 

usually in charge of government. The government, surely want to enhance a strong positive image, 

thus they are well aware of what kind of news, or ideas want to share or spread to the country17. 

Usually, the abovementioned platforms being associated with culture or social events that could 

be of interest to the audience and thus increase their enthusiasm towards the country. Of course, 

the content of the communication may vary depending on the character of the state goals which 

country aims to achieve. 

 Nowadays Internet has become one of the most powerful tools of PD. According to the 

current statistic (January 2021) there is 4.66 billion internet users worldwide, which is more than 

half of the global population18. The internet is a core of modern communication between societies, 

it became part of everyday lives and it plays a significant role in affecting individuals and shaping 

their opinions. The main purpose of the invention was to connect people and reached out to other 

societies. Nowadays, many politician representatives, individuals, NGOs, and other groups using 

it as tool to spread their ideas and thoughts. One of the most popular social platforms is Twitter, 

users can have over millions of followers, and on the daily basis updating their tweets.  

 Nowadays with the technological innovations, and easy access to the information are 

people able to share their own thoughts and opinions. This environment, created unlimited space 

of freedom of speech, which might be misused with propaganda, manipulation, spreading 

misinformation or intentionally falsification of information. Media as a main tool of PD, plays 

significant role in order to deliver messages to the foreign audiences, however it opened wide 

discussion whether it has been used correctly or not.  

 

 

                                                 

16 Gullion, Edmund. (2006). “Public Diplomacy Definication” (Fletcher). https://fletcher.tufts.edu/murrow/diplomacy 

17 Hunt Alan (2016). ”Public Diplomacy What is it and How to do it” (United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research), pp. 61-66. 

18  Johnson, Joseph. (2021). Worldwide Digital Population. Accesed: March 25, 2021 from: 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/617136/digital-population-worldwide/ 
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3.3.4. Official Visits and Official Statements 

Official visits and official statements are no longer only supportive tools of traditional 

diplomacy but also plays important role in making PD. In PD, it is done applies more than what 

did you say as used to be in traditional diplomacy. Current trends are heavily influenced by the 

political order in the state. For example, PD may vary according to the leader’s political strain. As 

mentioned in previous chapters, PD can also be made by individual representatives of both the 

public and private sectors. In this case, the role of individuals, whether governmental or non-

governmental can play a significant role. In addition, PD might be influenced by the frequency of 

visits between countries, official speeches, or mutual dialogues. An effective PD can be developed 

based on of expressing support to a given state. For instance, in case of some natural disasters or 

other special occasions, the country can hold a strong position and build up a campaign to support 

and stands with the country. In the case of official visits, it does not need to be held only on the 

governmental level (as a whole main body), but also it can be made by councils, each ministry, or 

political leaders individually. The frequency of reciprocal visits or expression of support for given 

country through declarations may have brought potential beneficial agreements and cooperation 

in various sectors, for instance: technology, science or any other areas. 

 

3.3.5. Other Activities and Tools  

 PD tools are variable, and each countries using its own strategies. There are still several 

tools that are commonly used, such as: tourism, sports, art, music, dance, festivals, national 

cousins, which might arouse interest among foreign countries. A lot of countries increasingly 

adopted strategies of PD involving popular music. With increasing PD and CD in 20th century, for 

example the US used the Jazz Diplomacy, which occurred after the Cold War, and the main 

purpose was to represent African American Jazz artists. The export of jazz music was supposed to 

contribute to the importance of freedom and support the fact that the United States is a country of 

freedom, including free creativeness. It gained a lot of attention and in 2016 former president 

Barrack Obama hosted event in the White House to emphasized that African American culture 

and artistic contribution significantly contributed to the world’s cultural heritage19.   

Another example is Korean K-pop, which conquered to the world and contributed a lot to 

the Korean PD. K-pop songs, are spreading to the world since 1990’s across the world. Huge 

                                                 

19  Dunkel Mario, Sina A. Nitsche (eds.) (2018). “Popular Music and Public Diplomacy” (Deutsche 

Nationalbibliothek). Accesed: www.knowledgeunlatched.org. 
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impact is obvious across South- east Asia, where people literally craving for Korean music, and 

fully adapted into fashion and make up styles of idol K-pop artists. Besides, increasing South 

Korean popularity in general, it supported its cosmetics products, plastic surgeries and other 

elements of beauty industry, which is available in the South Korea20. 

 Along with the music of the country, it can dispose of and spread its ideas through dance 

and other art, which will definitely help to attract foreign audiences. As other examples might be 

Russian Ballet, Latin dance, or African dance. Each country is associated with a style of dance, or 

other kind of art. Based on which foreign audience automatically remember that state and through 

this process might be influenced and improved countries’ image worldwide.  

Sport activities play also significant role in exercising PD. Major sports competitions and 

leagues, whether the football, ice-hockey or basketball, attract millions of spectators. There are 

millions of sports enthusiasts in the world who use live media, broadcasting to watch and express 

its support, building fans club, etc. International Sports Events, undoubtedly can relate in 

deepening relations between countries and its societies. This sector is not far attractive only for 

promoting nations image, but it has also huge business and investments opportunities. Sport is also 

in key instrument of soft power, and since World War II it become far more important in order to 

enhance relations and brought peace in several events. As clear sample might be American Ping 

Pong Diplomacy, which was a key turning point in relations between the US and China.   

Sport is the gigantic and powerful sector for the international spread of information, 

reputation, and a successful tool in building relations. Through sport activities nations can directly 

communicate with the fans and made a positive image its own country.  The volume of 

international sports, including traveling, might be one of the biggest multicultural exchanges. 

Throughout ancient but also modern history Olympic games, always played important role in 

bringing peace, and countries together. Until nowadays we can observe how important is for 

individual states to host Olympic Games in their own territory. Because this leads to the increasing 

popularity of the state, so governments invest a lot of money and time to building up new sports 

venues and literally “fight” for that opportunity to gain prestige positions and host Olympic 

Games. 

                                                 

20BBC (2019). “How did K-Pop conquer the world? “https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20190529-how-did-k-pop-

conquer-the-world 
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Chapter IV: China’s Public Diplomacy 

 

4.1. Introduction to the China’s Public Diplomacy 

 

 The general definitions and its purposes as described by several authors were discussed in 

the first chapter of this thesis. However, as each country might use a bit different practicing of PD, 

its necessary to review it and provide its descriptions based on the definitions provided by Chinese 

scholars and sum up in the following paragraphs. It is necessary to mention Chinese terminology 

relating to PD is not entirely identical to its Western perception. The main conflict and ambiguity 

in China’s view are between external propaganda and public diplomacy. In Chinese they refer to “

對外宣傳”  which literally means international public relations efforts, or “外宣”, which means 

external propaganda. The term “宣傳“ have two main directions which first one is “內宣 “ ( the 

internal propaganda])  or “外宣” (the external propaganda). Chinese PD stressed importance of 

mixing its internal and external propaganda. Furthermore, in their understanding of PD they 

emphasized the importance of “people to people diplomacy”, which involves interpersonal 

communication between people from different groups1. The important point is, that all kinds of 

official organization in PRC have its foreign department, which obviously brought more 

emphasize into foreign affairs. For instance, in 1991 was established the State Council Information 

Office, which was in charge of organization all agencies used for international communication. 

PRC is very well aware of its cultural and historical heritage, so from the beginning their main 

intention is to promote culture and harmonized society.  

Greater attention has been paid to the concept of Public Diplomacy since the title 

Diplomacy Abroad edited by professor of Chinese University of Foreign Affairs was published. It 

was first knowledge about concept that appeared in PRC. The interesting fact is that there is no 

comprehensive definition of the concept of PD, thus several different are outlined in the following 

paragraph. According to the scholar Ren Jingjing, the definition of PD is perceived as a new form 

of diplomacy that is mainly lead by the government, and tend to target the social masses. The main 

                                                 

1 Wang, Yiwei. (2008). Public Diplomacy and the Rise of Chinese Soft Power. The Annals of the American Academy 

of Political and Social Science, 616, 259. Retrieved May 30, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/25098003 
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goal is to strengthening and defending national interest abroad by using the tools of soft power. 

Another scholar Zhang Weiwei, distinguished the main three characteristics of China’s PD. First 

of all, he pointed out that PD arises in reaction on the Western power concept, and China’s threat 

theory. Secondly, needs to be guided by government, but in cooperation with human resource, for 

example, organization of great events, and lastly the main purpose is to build relations with other 

countries through cultural exchanges. Both of them emphasized the importance of cultural 

exchange over the media, which refers to culture-oriented public diplomacy. For the ambitious 

Chinese leadership, soft power is inextricably linked to a superpower position. According to words 

of Chinese political scientist, the key point is to enhanced cultural soft power, that is important 

component for all state’s power, thus its military, economic, political and ideological power2.  

  The development of Chinese public diplomacy, is definitely related to the recent 

expansion of Chinese position in the world, as well as enormous economic growth. The rapid 

growth of China’s economy as a whole is admirable, especially for the political order and the 

centrally controlled economy. China is a country of many paradoxes, on the one hand, can be find 

completely undeveloped countryside, where people don’t reach basic necessities to live, while on 

the other hand can be find large metropolises such as Shanghai, Beijing, which are major global 

centers and home for headquarters for prestigious companies. China became an important player 

in the international field early 1990s with its strategy opening to the world. Country started to be 

more opened and organized a lot of visits abroad, while consistently focus on domestic growth 

and modernization3.  

 Over the years the establishment of new relations with other countries, China’s government 

began to be more familiar with the concept of soft power and Chinese scholars published a lot 

titles based on this topic. The more published titles, the more attention was paid to it. Since 2002 

when nation promoted its new security concept through the main focus were on deepening of 

diplomatic and economic relations.  China started to actively seeks how to success overseas and 

fully aimed on strategic partnerships in areas of culture, trade, technology. In 2004, was 

established Division for Public Diplomacy under the department of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. They emphasized the importance of PD in order to enhance diplomatic work. Former 

                                                 

2  Klimeš, Jan. (2017). “Culture in the Service of Dictatorship” (Prague: Sinopsis) Accessed from: 

https://sinopsis.cz/kultura-ve-sluzbach-diktatury/ 

3 Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.90. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101107

41 
 

Foreign Minister Shen Guofang in 2004 defined PD as the need to gain support and understanding 

from foreign audience4. Along with the establishment of proper PD division, country started to 

think in terms of soft power, and China’s Public Diplomacy strategy started to be shaped and 

spread to abroad, with one clear intention, to make China better and build strong positive image 

abroad. The main goal was to seek and boost its positive influence among the countries, and build 

up the networks to succeed.  China has been heading for this since 1949, when it published several 

publications into foreign languages to inform about their development and main historical 

milestones, which China has been through. For example, during Cultural Revolution, they 

launched weekly English magazines such as: China Reconstruct (renamed to “China Today”), 

Beijing Review, which viewed China as peaceful country and refer China to victim of foreign 

aggression5. 

 In late 70’s China started to use “open diplomacy”, in order to leave its isolation. Deng 

Xiaoping launched several economic reforms, which opened door for foreign wave. Deng 

Xiaoping’s reforms were very effective and brought several benefits for and foreign relations 

started to be developed. Country was rapidly modernized, and the charismatic leader became 

popular and welcomed by all citizens. However, whole situation took different direction after 

escalation of conflicts at the Tiananmen Square. Student demonstrations held in Beijing led to 

decreasing popularity government among citizens and damaged its reputation abroad. Since that 

time China was no longer welcomed by foreign audiences and basically has to start from the 

bottom and come up with a new effective strategy to impress international environment.  

The Chinese government was very well aware that PD efforts have to be coherent and actions need 

to be taken. The main goal was to make others in China view as the country with a harmonized, 

wealthy and prosperous society. The country based on the strong historical and cultural narrative, 

which has a lot to share with the world. Last but not least, they needed to take the position of 

trustworthy partner worldwide in order to establish economic ties with other countries, and thus 

increased its influence in the chosen region.  

 Especially, since the onset of Xi Jinping, China has taken an uncompromising stance, and 

completely reformed PD tools. Besides establishing Confucius Institutes, through which 

                                                 

4 Wang, Yiwei. (2008). Public Diplomacy and the Rise of Chinese Soft Power. The Annals of the American Academy 

of Political and Social Science, 616, 257-273. Retrieved May 30, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/25098003 

5 Jan Melissen (2005). “The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations” (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillian.) p.91. 
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disseminated culture, language it provided several scholarships for foreign students. Following the 

development of PD in China over than 50 years, China has actively engaged in foreign activities 

and increased its major role in the global scale. As a result of dreams to strengthen the positive 

image in the international community, country has engaged in several investments opportunities. 

One of these is increasing direct investments into ASEAN and other South-East Asian countries. 

Undoubtedly, one of the biggest success might be seen in African region, where China invested 

about $143 billion into the infrastructure.  

According to the steps, which have been taken by the Chinese government, is obvious that 

it brought a lot of opportunities in favor of China. In general, Chinese PD is very specific and 

unique. It is clear that its performance focuses on several directions varies from region to region. 

Due to its size and position in international relations, Chinese PD focuses its attention on more 

priority states, respectively regions. From a geographical point of view, relations with neighboring 

countries are very important, e.g.: the Asian region, especially South-East Asian region. Among 

other things, the security plays absolutely essential role for the further development. In the 

international community, China prioritizes traditional centers of powers such as the United States 

and the European Union. It is important to seek for the stable relationship with the US and strategic 

partnership with the EU. China is very well aware that these places are potential sources of 

investment, technological innovations and also tourist attraction. Aforementioned, China is 

recently also targeting developing countries such as African region, and developing its image as 

credible cooperative, and peaceful country that contributes to harmonious world as a responsible 

actor in the international relations. Undoubtedly, it is a long-term strategy, which clearly defined 

its future goals. In the recent year, the increasing numbers of international cultural events 

organized or at least organized with China’s participation is clear evidence they made efficient 

progress.  

 

4.2. Actors and Key Instruments in China’s Public Diplomacy 

 

 China like others countries, uses a several tools to shape PD, such as: culture exchange, 

the media, internet, event, projects, publications, etc. The biggest disadvantage for China is its 

inadequate media performance. Compared to Western countries, the way how media are used in 

PRC is unclear and more stylized as state propaganda than the main source of information related 

to the state. This is also due to the fact that, unlike other states, the Chinese media are strictly state-

controlled, which causes a disadvantage and it is being criticize especially by liberal societies. 
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Media’s controls lifted only in 1980’s during Deng Xiaoping era, until the Tiananmen Square 

Protests. According to the Freedom House report, PRC shows 0 out of 4 points in the scale of 

independent media rate, marked as one of the world’s most restrictive media environment with the 

most sophisticated censorship, including accreditation of journalists, penalties for reporters, who 

are not participate in the favor of CCP6. Additionally, the problem with the insufficient knowledge 

of the local language, as is the case of the Czech Republic also played major role to the detriment 

of PRC. China realized relatively early on that if it wants to gain support and attention (in a good 

way) abroad, it must adapt its strategy and develop English-speaking platforms such as 

newspapers, journals, television channel, radio, broadcasting. All of these instruments, target 

foreign audiences all over the world. The media targeting foreign audience in PRC started to 

occurred since 2000s, primarily newspapers, journals, radios and TV channels. Aforementioned, 

most of the media are state-owned, or at least lead by government (state-controlled), among the 

most famous platforms are Xinhua News Agency, China Central Television (CCTV), People’s 

Daily. PRC also makes good use of the Internet itself as a source of PD. As for tourist attractions 

and other hot spots, or major events held in China, the websites are usually designated in English, 

so that even foreign observers can find out information without knowledge of the Chinese 

language.  

 Besides the media PRC also aims on Academia sphere, in order to build up positive image 

itself. Cooperation at the academic level initially took place through establishing Confucius 

Institutes, which through soft power, usually referred to “Cultural Diplomacy” applies the 

principle of which they pursue political goals not by coercion, but rather through cultural 

perspective. The institutes are established by the Chinese Ministry of Education, where they are 

under the Hanban association (Office for the teaching Chinese as Foreign Language). Since 2004, 

have been established at universities more than five hundred, while another thousand operate in 

institution of primary and secondary education. It can be found worldwide, in European countries 

such as Slovakia, Czechia, while over hundreds of them are situated the US. The biggest strength 

of these institutions is that they are offering the Chinese courses, including materials and aids free 

of charge.  

Besides of that, they are participating in the various cultural events and exhibition, and 

currently more often in conjunction with universities. Undoubtedly, offering scholarships and all-

                                                 

6  Freedom House (2021). “Freedom in the World 2021” (Washington: FreedomHouse). Accessed from: 

https://freedomhouse.org/country/china/freedom-world/2021#CL 
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inclusive “business trips”, led to attract not only young students, but also scholars and other 

academic staff.  Greater confusion then arises at the moment when teaching method and the 

content of lectures is directly controlled by CCP. That means, that in several occasion was found 

deliberate omission of “sensitive” topics, or even misinterpretation of the historical milestones, 

which could worsen the image of PRC. For instance, the case related to Tibet, Xinjiang, 

Tiananmen Square Protests, etc. It is on these issues and the effect of the Chinese Public 

Diplomacy, increasing concerns about the threat to academic freedom, which has an irreplaceable 

place in the Western countries7. 

Furthermore, China makes an effective use of the possibilities in the academic field, not 

only through Confucius Institutes, with establishing closer relations with universities, but also 

through support reached by increasing amount of the researches. For instance, they reached a wide 

audience through issuing more and more English Publications, in order to progress understanding 

of Chinese government policies, and its institutions. Some researchers thus describe the view of 

the various event from the perspective of China. They put effort to explain why some policies are 

based on a different perspective than neighboring countries. At the same time, they are trying to 

portray the Chinese model only in the good way, while advocating it, regardless any weaknesses 

which might present. It caused, that basically whole model seems to be only harmonized, without 

any critical perspective, which is due to the fact that all academic field is as well controlled by 

special party organizations.  

 Besides traditional tools related to the culture and education Chinese government deploys 

PD also in African countries, which is based not only on soft power (culture, education system), 

but also on hard power (economic power). Besides, all mentioned tools above PD can be build up 

on strengthening economic ties. For instance, aid projects, grants low-interest loans, investments, 

increasing import and export, supplies. It is precisely these activities are not standard tools of PD. 

However, China has developed them on the relatively good level, despite the fact that these 

elements are rather consider as hard power, which is not usually common for exercising PD. In 

this case, Chinese government seeks to strengthen positive image which focused mostly on sense 

of solidarity and the willingness to help developing countries, by investments into infrastructure, 

and at the same time emphasizing the different harmonious coexistence two different entities such 

as African and Asian culture. This strategy has been developed since 2013 in Africa, but similar 

                                                 

7  Sinopsis.(2017). “The Confucius Institutes on the March”. (Prague: Sinopsis) Accessed from: 

https://sinopsis.cz/konfuciovy-instituty-na-pochodu/ 
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strategies can be found also in European countries. Regardless of the targeted region, the goal 

remains the same. Emphasizing solidarity, willingness and display PRC as a trust-worthy ally, 

China’s PD is completely integral into its foreign policies which focuses on China’ s economic 

development and especially securing its position on the global scene.8  

 In order to enhance its economic ties with other countries, they establishing Chambers of 

Mutual Cooperation, with the individual states. These units definitely help to increase and reach 

its goals in mutual cooperation and deepening economic ties. China utilizes its PD to boost 

economic relations with target countries by filling the gap by promised investments, increasing 

exports and imports. China pursues multilateral cooperation with countries through the 

establishing of Forums, Platforms such as “17+1” in the Europe, Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation, the Belt and Road Initiative etc. Besides abovementioned activities, China also offers 

close cooperation to small enterprises or even individuals. Very often this occurs in politics, where 

Chinese PD aims on political representatives, in terms of requests to expressing support for China. 

These efforts don’t remain, only in the politic sphere, but recently can be seen also in the academia 

and other spheres that can effectively manipulate social awareness, and thus strengthening Chinese 

image in the given country and then fulfill the Chinese PD goals.  

  

 

4.3. Target Groups and China’s Public Diplomacy Goals  

 

China has many access and abilities to shape its public diplomacy, the key instruments have 

been already mentioned in the previous section. Together they serve the potential and future 

China’s development and successes in the field of public diplomacy. As for the target groups 

Chinese government distinguish target countries and groups according its foreign policy goals. 

Aforementioned, Chinese internal affairs are closely related to its external affairs, and often its 

domestic affairs are related to its foreign policies. As for the addressing its PD to citizens, the 

interesting fact is that CCP distinguish Chinese citizens (citizens living in PRC) and Chinese living 

overseas. They already realized, that the way how they should approach overseas Chinese need to 

be noticeably different. China’s officials are very well aware, that target enormous groups of 

Chinese who living overseas is very important for successful promoting its interest, especially in 

                                                 

8  D'Hooghe Ingrid. (2007) “The Rise of China's Public Diplomacy”. (The Hague: Netherlands Institute of 

International Relations, Clingendae), pp. 3-16. 
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the cultural and historical perspective and lobbying for its political interests. Recent years, has 

been build huge networks across the world which associated Chinese overseas, regarding its 

religion, cultural and education activities, which the main goal is to keep these groups on China’s 

side and defend it. To sum up, China is not only targeting foreign audiences in order to promote 

its positive image, the effort is to address also ethnic and overseas Chinese, in order to ensure they 

are still with “pro-China’s narrative”. For instance, sharing the same perspective on the recent 

events related to Hong Kong, perspective on the question of Taiwan. Regarding the recent events 

with covid-19 outbreak, the effort of its united China concept was even more intensive. Due to the 

increasing racist attacks on Chinese ethnicity, China sought to unite its Chinese diasporas, in order 

to promote its own narrative and help to spread to the worldwide community9. Besides the effort 

to reach and unite the Chinese population, the main effort is also directly aimed the foreign 

audience. Mostly they trying to go across different fields, as such scientists, researchers, small 

entrepreneurs, political representatives, but also youth generation and students. In the most cases, 

China strives to engage and reach as many people as possible with the instruments mentioned in 

previous section.  

With growing China’s development government has paid closer attention to think about its 

foreign policies in terms of soft power. Initially, Chinese PD aims to fulfill two lines, first of all 

the defensive reason. Beijing its very sensitive about China’s perception in foreign countries and 

its policies abroad. Since PRC is not democratic country, and uses different methods, whether 

domestically or while promoting its interests abroad, it is often target of criticism. In recent years, 

was criticized mainly for abusing human rights for example, the Uyghur Questions, question of 

Tibet, recent events in Hong Kong, etc. Furthermore, CCP facing criticism regarding its absolute 

censorship, spreading disinformation and hoaxes. Chinese government officials hold the Western 

governance responsible for making a negative image of China in the world. Thus, the party is 

forced to conceive its strategies reactively, because the perception of China remains negative 

mainly in the liberal societies. This is caused not because of the bias of the West, as Chinese 

officials claim, but because of the poor reputation of Chinese authoritative regime. Its reputation 

suffered mainly due to the Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989, and recent circumstances under 

                                                 

9 Jung, Chauncey. (2020). “How China’s ‘United Front’ Endangers Ethnic Chinese Abroad” (Washington DC: The 

Diplomat) Accesed from: https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/how-chinas-united-front-endangers-ethnic-chinese-

abroad/ 
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Xi Jinping’s leadership the situation is worsening and intensified10. 

As Ingrid D’Hooghe pointed out at her research China is aiming to reach three main goals 

in Chinese PD. First of all, China wants to be seen as a country that building its harmonious society 

and working hard for wealth and prosperous future of its citizens. CCP wants to shows, that despite 

large population, they can take care of their citizens and provide everyone what they need and 

indulge in prosperity. Therefore, with this attitude, CCP not only promotes a functioning system, 

but also defends it and portray its effectiveness, basically claiming that communist model is should 

lead by example. Besides the promotion of China’s model, they seek for understanding of its 

political order, policies, and rules. In other words, CCP aiming to promote and build up stabilized 

and harmonized society, in order to produce massive redistribution and narrow the gaps between 

rich and poor, urban and rural. Because disparities between people always lead to destabilization 

in society and further conflicts. Second, China wants to be seen as a reliable, responsible, trust-

worthy ally, and economic partner in Southeast Asian region. This is a major strategy for China in 

order to become dominant and, remains a good neighbor in Asia, while providing economic and 

security benefits of cooperation with China. Third, Beijing wants to be seen as a responsible and 

credible partner in the international community, capable of active contribution to peacekeeping 

order11.  

Since Xi Jinping has introduced his concept of China’s dream, the economy is rapidly 

rising, Xi’s stated goal of retreating China. Xi Jinping considers military power and economic 

power to be the most significant, and at the same time the most effective, especially in advancing 

interests on the global level. Xi’s efforts can be seen in several projects which he has been striving 

since he took power. As for the economic power, besides the internal China’s economic growth 

its focus also to expand its economic interests beyond its borders. 

For instance, Belt and Road Initiative or Platform 17+1 and far a more. In official speeches 

by Chinese representatives, the emphasis is on trade relations (referred to “the friendly 

cooperation“). Regarding the recent events, it can be clearly see that priorities have been shifting 

over time, but they have emphasized from the outset the importance of the platform for economic 

and cooperation with Europe. One of the most reason of China’s economic growth has long been 

                                                 

10  Klimeš, Jan. (2017). “Culture in the Service of Dictatorship” (Prague: Sinopsis) Accessed from: 

https://sinopsis.cz/kultura-ve-sluzbach-diktatury/ 

11  D'Hooghe Ingrid. (2007) “The Rise of China's Public Diplomacy”. (The Hague: Netherlands Institute of 

International Relations, Clingendae), p. 18. 
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government investment in domestic infrastructure, but its potential has been exhausted. Recently, 

Chinese companies need to infiltrate into the international environment to sustain the expansion. 

China’s Go Global strategy thus seeks, on the one hand, to draw on experience from abroad 

(acquisition of management techniques, access to technology) and, on the other, to demonstrate 

the success of domestic companies in foreign markets, all happening with the political support of 

Chinese representatives or officials. Thus, domestic investment capital is to be used to finance 

large foreign projects, which not only exploits the excess production capacity (construction, 

transport and IT) of companies, but then develops infrastructure for further Chinese exports of 

goods and creates room for services and access to the foreign public procurement12.

                                                 

12  Deborah Alimi. Going global: Policy Entrepreneurship of the Global Commission on Drug Policy, Public 

Administration, 2015, pp. 874–889. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/padm.12187 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101107

49 
 

 

Chapter V: China ś Public Diplomacy in the Czech Republic 

 

5.1 Introduction to the China ś Public Diplomacy in the Czech Republic 

 

Until its accession to the European Union, the Czech Republic play a marginal role in Chinese 

PD and was not a priority country. This could also be due to the direction of foreign policy led by 

former president Vaclav Havel, which was not in favor of China, compared to current narrative. 

Initially, the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Czech Republic was the core of all 

state-initiated public diplomacy activities. As the work of Chinese PD is closely connected with 

the development of relations between countries, in the first chapter of this thesis is large part 

devoted to development itself. Since the practice of Chinese PD has seen rapid development and 

has become more sophisticated, pragmatic and constructive, this was also reflected in their 

activities in the Czech Republic.  

China’s new diplomacy concept can be initially characterized by mainly soft approach but 

also by growing its flexibility. Chinese strategy depends on the state which its PD receiving, thus 

Chinese actors of PD, closely follow interests of partners and using political and economic 

incentives. In this case, therefore, various tools of PD are used, that are selected on the basis of 

the characteristics of the “society order”. In case of an effective operating, it is necessary to know 

the “nature” of the targeted audience including its historical background and as well the current 

circumstances. Given that the Czech Republic has long history with its opposing to China, 

especially in the topic of human rights and freedoms, the whole society awareness, was mostly not 

in favor of China, except for the Czech Communist Party and into some extent also the Social 

Democratic Party, which somehow was not particularly critical towards China. Thus, Chinese 

government had to put a big effort into building its extensive networks based on a several different 

sources, which will be the main subject of this chapter. 

Recent years the Czech Republic became important partner for PCR, and for many reasons. 

First of all, Czechia is getaway to the European Union, and strategic partnership with EU is one 

of the future strategic goals. It is the key intension for China to build up and deepen relations with 

the member states of EU, in order to become important and trust-worthy ally. Given that China is 

striving to become a superpower, it is in its interest to create networks around the world. That’s 

the main purpose why they came up with the Belt and Road Initiative. This project includes a large 
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part of the world and based on their strategic concept it is very important. China need to become 

leading country, country that other actors perceive as trust-worthy, responsible ally, and the main 

intention is to build up strong relations because it is beneficial. It is precisely for these reasons that 

concept of PD is playing crucial role in China’s official strategic plans, and put so much effort 

into it. China’s discourse on PD is extensive and using a lot of rarities in orders to pursue its goals. 

In this chapter, it will be focus on the tools of Chinese PD, which play a significant role in the 

Czech Republic, and at the same time the first research question will be answered: What are public 

diplomacy tools that the People’s Republic of China is using in the Czech Republic? Thus, in the 

next section the attention will be paid to the primary Chinese PD tools, and analyzed as they are 

used on individual cases, and samples.  

 

5.2. Development and Building the Network of Public Diplomacy 

 

 The recent development of Chinese activities in the Czech Republic rapidly intensified, 

regardless any assumptions while it means ‘good’ or ‘bad’ for the Czech Republic. First of all, it 

is necessary to pay closer attention to the questions, “Why the Czech Republic represents 

important ally for China’s future ambitions?”. In the further paragraphs, several factors will be 

discussed and justified why the Czech Republic is an important partner, as well as elected parallels 

related to the development of networks currently operating in the Czech Republic.  

 The development is closely linked to the China’s foreign strategy aiming to enhance 

relations with the Czech Republic, which has long-term potential as well in the whole Central 

Europe. The Czech Republic is part of the European model, which is civilization of mixed 

economy, the main emphasize on the social dimension but also multilateralism. The whole concept 

of EU, is the way closer to China, than the model of the US (individualism, emphasis on the 

market, unilateralism). However, in the China’s perception, since the global financial crisis the 

European Union, especially some individual states, are not able to make independent decisions 

and respond adequately, and are more under the control of the United States. At the time, when 

especially Central Europe was hit by the effects of the global crisis and sustainability of 

development model, which was mostly based on the direct investments by the US, which for some 

countries did not have beneficial potential. Thus, China became interesting candidate for the 

European countries, which obviously should bring sort of the balance and eventually strengthen 

its economic potential, in order to enhance independence on the Western European countries and 
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the US1.  

 The Czech Republic used to be the most critical EU member state in terms of its policy 

towards the PRC. Many political representatives strongly supported Taiwan, Tiber or Chinese 

dissidents. However, due to the gradual increase in the weight of economic interests and changing 

the political environment the main changes occurred. The turning point in the Czech-Chinese 

relations has occurred when former president Vaclav Klaus, criticized political representatives for 

their narrow-minded approach towards China in 2004. One year later, during Prime Minister Wen 

Jiabao’s visit in the Czech Republic, former Prime Minister Jiri Paroubek (Social Democrats) 

agreed to sign strategic partnership with China, while considering the Czechia as a gateway to 

Chinese investments in the whole EU in 20052. Paradoxically, the agreement was signed ten years 

later, and meantime in 2012 the Czech Republic launched its access to 16+1 platform.  

 An important moment in the Sino-Czech relations was the election of Milos Zeman as a 

president in 2013, who considered cooperation with China as crucial. In addition, he was able to 

shape Czech foreign policy, especially during the caretaker government of Jiri Rusnok (2013-

2014). In 2014, Foreign Minister Zaoralek (Social Democracy) explicitly supported the policy of 

one China during his visit there3. President Milos Zeman, was then the only representative of the 

EU countries who take a part in the military parade in Beijing in 2015, and in the same year the 

Czech Republic joined the Belt and Road Initiative4. The year later in 2016, during the visit of 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, the Czech Republic, signed a strategic partnership with China and 

full list of investment agreements in the expected amount of 11 billion euros5. Since that time, 

Milos Zeman, subsequently support and announced Chinese investments in the Czech Republic. 

Later on, Milos Zeman visited Beijing, and in Chinese television told he that the reason why he 

                                                 

1 Oldřich Krpec, O. K. (2020, October 20). Neúspěch čínské expanze do střední Evropy. Pravý břeh – Institut Petra 

Fialy. https://pravybreh.cz/neuspech-cinske-expanze-do-stredni-evropy/ 

2  Vaclav Moravec. (2005, December 8). BBCCzech.com | Interview | JiÅ™Ã Paroubek. BBCCZECH.COM. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/czech/interview/story/2005/12/051207_paroubek.shtml 

3  Government of the Czech Republic. (2014, April 29). Prohlášení ministerstev zahraničních věcí ČR a Číny. 

Copyright (c) 2009–2018 Úřad vlády ČR. https://www.vlada.cz/cz/media-centrum/aktualne/prohlaseni-ministerstev-

zahranicnich-veci-cr-a-ciny-118116/ 

4 Czech News Agency, Č. T. K. (2015, September 4). Zeman jednal s čínským prezidentem. Na jeho pozvání prý 

přijede do Česka. HospodĂˇĹTMskĂ© noviny (iHNed.cz). https://zahranicni.ihned.cz/c1-64553190-zeman-jednal-

s-cinskym-prezidentem-na-jeho-pozvani-pry-prijede-do-ceska 

5  C.C. (2016, April 20). Čínský prezident navštívil Českou republiku. Czech-Chinese Chamber of Mutual 

Cooperation. http://www.czechchina.online/?p=7968 
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came to China is t “to learn how to restart and boost economy and stabilize the society rather than 

teach market or human rights”6.  

 Based on the above-mentioned initial milestones in forming Czech-Chinese relations, 

especially after the presidential election of Milos Zeman in 2013, it is obvious that the government 

had already prepared pleasant environment for China’s government to operate with its PD. As 

Edmund Gullion defined the concept of PD, “the PD as able to influence and exercise foreign 

policy decision, or form executive or foreign policies”7, that is clear explanation what has been 

happening for years until the present and why Chinese PD was well developed in the Czech 

Republic. Public Diplomacy deepens relations between states, and given that Czech-Chinese 

relations have developed relatively quickly, while bringing opportunities and into some extent 

benefits for both countries, it is clear that the practices of PD will be welcomed, and accessible. 

With the deeper establishment of mutual relations, the interest came also from the Czech society, 

not only in the cultural exchange, but also language exchange. As mentioned in the previous 

chapter, Chinese PD closely pay attention to the recipient countries demands and follow its 

interests, while adapting its practices and key instrument of PD accordingly. It should be noted 

that not only China gained popularity in the Czech Republic, but also Czech Republic in China 

gain greater population. Czechia was always described in terms of country with beautiful 

landscape, great cuisine, quality classical music and art. The Chinese were literally invited to visit 

the historical Prague.  

 With the deepening and intensifying dialogues between countries public diplomacy both 

of the countries into some extent, have moved from monologue-style PD to the mutual dialogue 

and collaboration. Collaboration style PD, through cross-national participation in joint projects its 

growing especially under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) since 2013. These 

major changes are reflected across different fields, not only economic sector, but can be noticeable 

in the academia, culture, political scene, media but also as a result of a pandemic that stunned the 

whole world. In the following subchapters, the attention will be paid to the individual section.  

 

 

                                                 

6  Muller, R. J. L. (2016, March 28). Czech courtship pays off with landmark visit from Chinese leader. U.S. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-czech-china-idUSKCN0WU01J 

7Edmund A.Gullion (2006). “Public Diplomacy Definication” (Fletcher). 

https://fletcher.tufts.edu/murrow/diplomacy. 
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5.3. Key Instruments of China ś PD used in the Czech Republic 

 

 This part of the chapter aims to provide the list of specific key instruments, which are being 

used and implicated to the approach of Chinese PD associated with the Czech Republic. The great 

deal to dedicate the general key instruments, which are used by China’s Public Diplomacy was 

subject of the previous chapter. In the following chapter, thus the individual tools are specified 

and distinguished into the different sections, which are: Culture, Education, Media and Internet, 

Official Statements and Visits, Economic Perspective and Political Perspective. In all these 

sections, author based its assumptions mainly on the recent events, especially on that which took 

place since 2017 and last until the present or at least led sort of influence on the current 

circumstances in the Czech Republic. Due to the fact, that active strengthening of Czech-Chinese 

relations took place since 2013 when Milos Zeman won presidential election or even earlier, 

author decided to pay attention to the main milestones in the various areas, which are put into the 

context. Thus, in the following part the main subject is not oriented into complete development of 

its networks. 

 

5.3.1. Culture Representation  

 Czech-Chinese relations are developed and have a long-time tradition. The Czech Republic 

has admired Chinese ancient history, culture tradition since the of Czechoslovakia. In 1952, 

countries signed the first and in 1957 the second “Intergovernmental Agreement on Czech-Chinese 

Cultural Cooperation” in Beijing. The second of these agreements is still lasting until the present. 

Cultural exchange, as is defined by the China’s official, is a technique that is an important part of 

the Communist Party in order to gain affection. It should be noted that China perceives the 

perspective of CD in a different way than the Czech Republic. For example, in China cultural 

exchange is connected with politics and it is serves specific political goals. Meanwhile, in the 

Czech Republic, culture has different potential and is distanced itself from politics and promoting 

its interest. It is also caused, because Czech cultural despite the fact that coordination of culture is 

mostly by Ministry of Culture, the level of political influence is very low, while China’s 

government, is completely in charge of coordination any kind of cultural exchange. Another 

important fact, is that Chinese CD, has more characterized as propaganda, applying most of the 

time monologue instead of mutual dialogue, for example, interprets its own view of Chinese 

history, while omitting some milestones in its process.  

 When Xi Jinping became head of the Communist Party in 2012, he formulated the 
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ambitious “Chinese Dream” program. It was enough to formulate China’s Foreign Policy and its 

ambitions in the form of cultural diplomacy. It was the rhetoric as the main basis that became part 

of the Belt and Road Initiative. Xi Jinping outlines the form of the “Great Rejuvenation of the 

Chinese Nation” 8 . It also emphasizes the uniqueness of the Chinese Nation, and the great 

achievements based on the long history. Generally speaking, the cultural dimension of the Chinese 

Dream points out the pride of the nation, and assets its own political system of socialism. The 

Chinese Dream, concluded everything, from the ideology of the Communist Party, among the 

business opportunities and investments, to its own reforms and building foreign affairs and 

strengthen cooperation. The culture is reflected as a tool of country ideology, in order to spreading 

Chinese positive influence among the countries. The culture plays significant role, in addressing 

and achieving its political goals. 

 One such example is the organization of two exhibitions that took place at Prague Castle 

(the residency of Czech President), in 2013 and 2014. Their timing is closely related to the 

“Restart” of the Czech-Sino relations, while venue remains the importance of the event, because 

Prague Castle is symbolic place in the Czech Republic. As Olga Lomova reports at the title 

Cultural Diplomacy of China and its Regional Variations. Both of the exhibitions were organized 

through Czech-Chinese Chamber of Mutual (Mixed) Cooperation, which represents itself as 

independent organization, while is closely linked to CEFC, that is directly connected to the 

Chinese Government. The result of these two exhibitions was an effort to dedicate foreign 

audiences to the porrect of the New Silk Road. Sinologist Olga Lomova, commenting on these 

exhibitions as purposeful, argues that both of the exhibitions were created quickly, without any 

consultations with the experts. According to them, the organization of the exhibitions remained in 

the politicians’ hands, who subordinated its quality to it. The theme of the exhibition also included 

a demonstration of the harmonious coexistence of Tibetans and Han Chinese. Based on this fact, 

it is obvious that the exhibition aimed at a community of “admirers” of Tibet. Due to the fact, that 

community supporting Tibet is quite huge in the Czech Republic, especially due to the legacy of 

the former President Vaclav Havel. Thus, for above-mentioned reasons it might be perceive that 

organized exhibitions were more as a tool for Chinese domestic propaganda, rather than the 

intercultural dialogue enabling international understandings9.   

                                                 

8 The Economist. (2013, May 3). Chasing the Chinese dream. 

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2013/05/04/chasing-the-chinese-dream 

9 Ondřej Klimeš. (2018). Kulturní diplomacie Číny a její regionální variace. Ondřej Klimeš (ed.), kol. 
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Each state has its own cultural heritage that specifies its culture. The Czech Republic has 

a lot of specific symbols too and one of the most popular is fairytale triumph Little Mole crated 

by Czech animator Zdenek Miler. Mole is favorite and traditional cartoon which took place in 

1957 and its known worldwide. It is a character that won every Czechs heart and everyone have 

connected its own childhood with the Little Mole. In 2014 Chinese Television CCTV bought the 

copyright of the character Little Mole and created the several part series “The Mole and the 

Panda”, which should represent proof of the eternal Czech-Chinese friendship. Among other 

things, the Mole was later also brought to Beijing in 2016 by President Milos Zeman, where gave 

a speech together with the Mole in CCTV. The series caused considerable controversy both in 

term of its artistic processing and in terms of politics. It has been criticized, for example, that the 

series does not adhere to its original models in term of art (the character and its concept seemed 

highly kitschy). Further criticism was in the political level when The Mole (as representant of the 

Czech Republic) seems to be submissiveness towards Panda (representant of PRC).  The Mole 

continued to be a symbol of Czech-Chinese friendship, and for instance, Chinese Radio 

International, created a channel so called “The Studio of the Mole”, through which it broadcasts 

in support of PRC, especially how successfully manages the fight with the COVID-19 outbreak, 

using various audiovisual recordings10.  

One of the turning points in the culture exchange, was establishment of the Confucius 

Institutes in the Czech Republic. Attempts to establish a CI in the Czechia, was initially full of 

skepticism. When China applied for the establishment of CI at Charles University, it was rejected 

by university. Finally, the CI was established in 2007 at Palacky University in Olomouc. Attempts 

to open CI in the capital city – Prague, were successful later in 2018, when private university 

‘University of Finance and Administration’ opened its own CI. Besides the full-fledged institutes 

which operating in the Czech Republic, in 2018 was opened Confucius class at Technical 

University in Ostrava11. According to the official websites, the purpose of Confucius institution at 

Palacky University is as follows: The CI is a partner project of Palacky University and Beijing 

University of Foreign Students. Through the activities of CI university, continues to the long 

tradition of teaching the Chinese language. The mission of the CI is to provide Chinese language 

                                                 

10 Zelenka, J., & Prchal, L. (2020b, March 13). Krteček a videa najatých studentů mají Čechy přesvědčit, že Čína 

koronavirus zvládá. Deník N. https://denikn.cz/311244/krtecek-a-videa-najatych-studentu-maji-cechy-presvedcit-ze-

cina-koronavirus-zvlada/ 

11 V Ostravě byla otevřena první Konfuciova třída v České republice. (2018, May 10). Embassy of the People’s 

Republic of China in the Czech Republic. http://cz.china-embassy.org/cze/xwdt/t1558390.htm 
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and bring Czechs closer to the Chinese culture. In addition to Chinese language courses, the CI 

organizes specialized workshops, lectures and cultural events. The CI organizes the number of 

events and workshops focusing on Chinese culture. Furthermore, they organized open days, where 

people can come and try for example techniques of Chinese painting and calligraphy, or 

degustation of traditional Chinese tea12.  

The CI, founded later in 2018 at the University of Finance and Administration, profiles 

itself on its official website with a very similar interpretation as the institute at Palacky University. 

Although, until today have not been reported any scandal yet, such as for example in Belgium, 

where the dean of CI accused of spying for the Chinese intelligence services, The Czech 

intelligence services, the BIS and the Military Intelligence warned against the activities of the CI 

indicated in their report 13 . There are a lot of questions and expectations around the newly 

established institute in Prague. The striking fact is that, while CI worldwide being closed, on the 

contrary, in the Czech Republic the new CI are opening. First of all, the most controversial is the 

fact that Ms. Sun Chunlan as a member of the Chinese Politburo and former head of the Labor 

Department of United Front (of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China) 

inaugurated CI in Prague14. Another very controversial fact is that this private university has long 

time history of having great connections with politics as well as with political representatives who 

has close connection with China. For example, the former Prime Minister Jiri Paroubek, Karel 

Havlicek (who is the former dean of the university and currently Minister of Industry and Trade 

and Minister of Transport), or other politicians who were in the past somehow connected to the 

corruption or any other political scandals. Obviously, the university already has its own reputation 

which does not seem to be fair and clear. Considering the number of institutions grows worldwide, 

so do the critical voice. More moderate opponents emphasize applications of censorship, which is 

not something common in the Czech Republic. For instance, as David Kosina, who is the director 

of CI UPOL in Olomouc, claimed that lectures or classes financed by China, the topic of the human 

rights is omitted15. The CIs in the Czech Republic provide, workshops of calligraphy, art, the tea 

                                                 

12 Confucius Institute UPOL. (2007). Kultura. Konfuciův institut. https://konfucius.upol.cz/kultura/#c34252 

13  V. (2020, April 14). Čínský akademik nesmí vstoupit do Schengenského prostoru. Vědavýzkum.cz. 

https://vedavyzkum.cz/ze-zahranici/ze-zahranici/cinsky-akademik-nesmi-vstoupit-do-schengenskeho-prostoru 

14  K. (2019, November 28). Konfucius v Praze: zdaž to není koneckonců radostné? Sinopsis. 

https://sinopsis.cz/konfucius-v-praze-zdaz-to-neni-koneckoncu-radostne-2/ 

15  Zelenka, J. (2020, July 16). O lidských právech se v Pekingem placených hodinách nemluví. „Havlistická 

univerzita“ řeší, co s čínským institutem. Deník N. https://denikn.cz/400090/o-lidskych-pravech-se-v-pekingem-
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ceremony free of the charge16. 

To sum up this subchapter is it important to mention that one of the key actors in the 

representation of the culture is the Chinese Embassy in Prague. Embassy constantly informs and 

presents Chinese cultural heritage, traditions in a several online platforms such as Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram or even the Official Website. As for other countries the indicator of culture 

plays crucial role in enhancing and attracting foreign audience. As already mentioned, China 

constantly refers to its historical context and uniqueness. An important fact how Chinese culture 

differs from Western ones is that it is not free. It is evidenced by the fact that all their cultural 

presentations are based on its historical context, and ideology of communist party. Thus, in 

comparison to other Asian cultures, the process of cultural modernization in PRC is not evident, 

which is not attractive for youth. For instance, in the Czech Republic young people prefer Japanese 

or Korean culture, which is also associated with the greater interest in the study of Korean or 

Japanese languages.  

 

5.3.2. Science and Education 

The Academic cooperation between Chinese and Czech universities has developed 

significantly in recent years and is taking place both at the universities on the faculty level and 

also on the level of the individual institutions or private centers. Obviously, the number of Chinese 

scholarships offered by China’s government rapidly increased and overall, Czech students have 

the way more opportunities to study in China, not only as for the language, but also as participant 

of an exchange program or even as the degree students. While a couple years ago, the only option 

was to apply for scholarship through the CI and only a few universities, now the number of 

universities offering stipends rapidly increased, due to the raise of partnerships between 

universities, enhanced cooperation between provinces or the city twining agreements. 

Additionally, the stipends can be provided at the bilateral level through the platform 17+1, or also 

through “EU window” Program scholarship, which is provided for EU citizens with the 

opportunity to study fully-funded Masters at Chinese University17. The House of International 

Cooperation, which is contributory organization of the Czech Ministry of Education, helped with 

                                                 

placenych-hodinach-nemluvi-havlisticka-univerzita-resi-co-s-cinskym-institutem/ 

16  V. (2020a, April 14). Čínský akademik nesmí vstoupit do Schengenského prostoru. Vědavýzkum.cz. 

https://vedavyzkum.cz/ze-zahranici/ze-zahranici/cinsky-akademik-nesmi-vstoupit-do-schengenskeho-prostoru 

17  Masters Scholarships in China - 2021 | FindAMasters.com. (2020, December 10). www.FindAMasters.Com. 

https://www.findamasters.com/funding/guides/masters-funding-china.aspx 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

DOI:10.6814/NCCU202101107

58 
 

attracting more Chinese students. In order to, empower and increase the number of exchange 

students between countries is also mutual cooperation, and promotion its universities, one of the 

this is called ‘China Education Expo’, that in 2019 the representatives of 11 Czech Universities, 

attend in order to promoted studying in the Czech Republic 18 . Currently, The House of 

International Cooperation offering 90 stipends for students, who are interested in study degree 

programs.  

 According to the data from Chinese Embassy in Prague from 2018, approximately 400 

Czech students studied in China different study programs, while 90 students have been awarded 

by Embassy. Interestingly, the number of students interested in studying Chinese language, on the 

contrary, according to data from 2019 decreased. This can be attributed, because of increasing 

study opportunities, but also due to the negative perception of China in the Czech environment. 

Czech National TV stated that the media image of China is remains negative especially among the 

youth. Although they can rationally say that China’s importance is growing, since is the second 

largest economy in the world, it should be practical to know the language at least for the future 

career, however, the negative media image weakens the interest19. On contrast, the most popular 

languages from the Asian region are Japanese and Korean. According to some assumptions, this 

might be also due to the modernity their cultural approach. Usually, young people are amazed by 

Korean fashion, K-pop, or even movies, while Japanese culture besides its innovations and 

perfection, usually young people are attracted by Japanese Anime Series, or as well the high-

quality cosmetic’s products.  

 Mutual academic cooperation between countries has indeed achieved the considerable 

development. Czech language became interesting also for Chinese audience, and besides the 

Beijing Foreign Studies University, recently the option of learning the Czech language recently 

extend to other parts of China and could be studied at more than ten Chinese universities. This 

fact, is actually very interesting since Czech language is spoken only in the Czech Republic, thus 

the potential of studying this language for the future career is. Behind this development, is long-

term strategy from the Chine’s government to put broader effort to provide to Chinese students, 

the knowledge of the spoken languages in the countries, which are participated in the platform 

                                                 

18 Study in Czech Republic: Presentation of 11 Czech Universities in China. (2019, October 31). Embassy of the 

Czech Republic in Beijing. https://www.mzv.cz/beijing/en/education/study_in_czech_republic_presentation_of.html 

19  Televize, Ä . (2019, January 26). Cekal se velky boom, zajem o cinstinu naopak slabne. CT24. 

https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/domaci/2715203-zajem-o-cinstinu-slabne-i-pres-velka-ocekavani-zeme-nema-dobry-

obraz-mini-skoly 
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17+1, or Belt and Road Initiative. This of course, makes sense mainly because for PRC these two 

projects have been prioritized for the future foreign policies perspective.  

 Undoubtedly, the mutual cooperation between universities definitely brought already some 

results and since 2017, the rapid interest among Chinese students has occurred. In order to, 

promote and support Chinese students in the Czech Republic, some of the universities start to 

organize summer schools for them. For instance, in 2017 at University of Finance and 

Administration the number of applications from 2016 to 2017 doubled, and received 133 

applications. Meanwhile, at Masaryk university in Brno was registered thirty Chinese students 

(also the higher number)20. Usually, at summer schools the topics are as following: the realities of 

the Czech Republic, and Europe, History, Economics but also Czech-Chinese relations. The main 

motive is to provide the general overview for Chinese students and acquaint them with the 

European countries culture.  

However, according to the Czech National TV, the most Chinese students were attracted 

by the commercial private company so-called European Centre for Career Education. This 

company has been established most likely 2016 in Prague in order to attract foreign students 

worldwide, according to its official websites they are: “CCEDU was established to provide a long-

term solution to the overly theoretical tendencies of university education and career consulting”21. 

Unfortunately, more accurate information is not available anywhere in the media or in official 

websites. It has been established by Tomas Hulle, who besides this program is also founder of The 

Czech China Entrepreneurs Forum (CCEF) since 2015. This centre, has four headquarters 

operating in The Czech Republic (Prague), Poland (Warsaw), United Arab Emirate (Dubai) and 

in 2021 they launched also in the United States (New York). These centers according its official 

website, aim to provide practical education in form of summer camps in the fields of Law, 

International Business, Design, Information and Technology. Based on their official website they 

have partnerships with more than 50 universities in China.  they aim on Professional Training 

Programs called “OBOR Professional Training Programs” or “Chinese Community Building 

Partnership”22.  

                                                 

20  Králová, L. (2017, July 8). www.denik.cz. Deník.cz. https://www.denik.cz/z_domova/cinane-objevili-ceske-

univerzity-studentu-pribyva-20170708.html 

21  European Center for Career Education, E. C. C. E. D. U. (2021). ECCEDU. Www.Eccedu.Net. 

https://www.eccedu.net/en/m-1654-for-partners 

22 Czech National TV, C. (2017, July 16). Vabeni cinskych studentu: V Cesku pro ne vznikly hned ctyri letni skoly. 

CT24. https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/domaci/2181523-vabeni-cinskych-studentu-v-cesku-pro-ne-vznikly-hned-ctyri-
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 Overall, the increasing number of partner universities and enhancing mutual cooperation 

have big potential for both of the countries, however, if the practical fulfillment of freedom of 

expression of one’s own opinion and it is ensured at universities, not only for professors, teachers 

and researchers but also for the students. Among the tools of Chinese PD in the education PRC 

uses in the Czech Republic to influence academic discourse, include financial support for the 

running academics centers, sponsoring of courses/lectures, the lectures organized or at least 

financially sponsored by China’s officials using misinterpretation of its historical narrative, 

deliberately avoiding topics of human rights, and any other sensitive topics such as Uyghurs, Tibet, 

Hong Kong, Taiwan. While, the interpretation of projects such as the platform 17+1, or the Belt 

and Road Initiative, being in the lights of propagandistic tendencies. Aforementioned, the key role 

in terms of practicing PD in the Czech Republic plays Embassy of the People’s Republic of China, 

which organized or sponsors various events. Probably the most controversial was its secret 

financing of the activities in the Czech- Chinese Center established at the Charles University 

Prague in 2016. According to the official sources, the Embassy paid more than 1.2 million Czech 

Crowns for the organizing of conferences and academic courses, which through manipulative 

techniques improved the image of the China’s Communist Party especially in terms of Belt and 

Road Initiative. Among other things the Embassy paid trips to the PRC to the best students of the 

class from Charles University23.  

Although co-operation its deepening, it is important to stress that in China the freedom of 

the academy is not the same as in Western countries, and most of the Chinese universities closely 

linked to the Chinese Communist Party. According to the research by analyst Alex Joske of the 

Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI)24. According to the analysis, seven Czech Universities 

cooperate with high-risk partner universities and in the Czech Press the attention has been paid to 

that. After, a several investigations and journals claimed that a lot of Czech universities is not well 

aware of the potential risks with mutual cooperation, because the main administrative information 

of the Chinese Universities are usually translated in Chinese, while this became an obstacle for 

Czech administrative. Czech Universities, on the basis of report coming from abroad, which prove 

the possible connection of Chinese Universities or individual student to espionage. Until this year, 

                                                 

letni-skoly 

23 Jandourek, J. (2019, October 26). Akademik z aféry čínských peněz na UK je navíc plukovníkem v záloze. 

Forum24. https://www.forum24.cz/akademik-z-afery-cinskych-penez-na-uk-je-navic-plukovnikem-v-zaloze/ 

24 Alex Joske, A. L. (2020). Attention Required! Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI). https://archive.vn/fFN1v 
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no cooperation has been untied or terminated, unlike in the other foreign countries25.   

Besides the occurring scandals, recently happened at the prominent universities, according 

to the findings Aktualne.cz (prominent online newspaper), the unknown organizations looking for 

the Czech scientists and offers to them through email address with at doubtful domains the 

teaching job position at the local Chinese universities, usually including a business class fly ticket, 

accommodation in five-start hotels. The BIS counterintelligence warns academics from these 

activities, as a part of the communist state’s espionage activities, in order to gain and acquire 

advanced Western technologies26.   

Chinese activities in the field of Sino-Czech academic cooperation, literally shook the 

Czech academic ground, and additionally deepened the doubts and frustration from the Chinese 

influence among academia. The Czech academic environment is diverse and still some part is quite 

critical towards PRC. Although, the Czechia as a post-communist country, does not have a strong 

tradition of Chinese-oriented research, as a Modern Chinese Studies were established after 1989, 

or still focus mainly on the traditional literature and language studies instead of interdisciplinary 

study of Chinese political, economic security discourse.  However, in Czechia can be found some 

of non-profit association such as the Academic Journal Sinopsis, which is conducted in 

cooperation with the Department of Sinology at Charles University in Prague. This platform is 

academic project that is known worldwide and collaborates with leading experts in the context of 

China. They regularly organize conferences, publish analytical comments on Chinese 

contemporary context from the political or economic perspective. The general public who has 

interest in the topic of Chinese contemporary development is thus offered a different perspective 

and different source of the information. Due to the fact that it is an academic project that is freely 

accessible to the public, it is one of the Czech “tools” in order to, educate people and strengthen 

their critical thinking. 

 

5.3.3. Media and Communication Accesses 

 Until nowadays, the main source of information related to China is the Chinese domestic 

                                                 

25 Kabrhelová, L., Viktora, A., & Roček, T. (2020, July 28). Zprávy o možném propojení čínských univerzit s armádou 

už není možné zlehčovat, říkají reportérky Radiožurnálu. iROZHLAS. https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-

domov/podcast-vinohradska-12-cina-univerzity-riziko-bezpecnostni_2007280600_mpa 

26  Valášek, L., & Truchlá, H. (2021, February 2). Aktuálně.cz. Aktuálně.cz - Víte, co se právě děje. 

https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/domaci/neznama-organizace-laka-ceske-vedce-do-ciny-a-slibuje-

penize/r%7Ee4e5f4ac648311eb95caac1f6b220ee8/ 
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media, as foreign journalism having very limited access and a very specific content. Although, 

English written newspaper and English spoken broadcasting has been established a huge network 

for the foreign audience since almost the beginning of the PRC, the quality is poor and the content 

contains manipulative and propagandistic tendencies. The Chinese have their own “Voice of 

China”, which is called Chinese International Radio (CTI) and providing broadcasting in more 

than 40 major languages, including Czech one27. Over the years China has established a several 

news agencies, which are operating worldwide, for instance, Xinhua News Agency, China Central 

Television (CCTV), The People’s Daily, Global Times, China Daily, or also The South China 

Morning Post, which is based in Hong Kong, while owned by Alibaba Group, which is into some 

extent also under government’s control. The biggest concern is that all Chinese media are state-

owned, or state controlled, which means that all information and content, need to be filtered and 

in favor of CCP. Although, recently journalists and editors trying to bring their own news or 

perspective, still much of the content which is not favored in CCP is censored and people who are 

responsible are fined or put in jail. The recent events with covid-19 actually, shown how big a 

problem the state-owned and state-controlled media can be, and how much impact it can have 

worldwide.  

 The main source of media in the Czech Republic is Chinese Radio International (CRI) and 

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Czech Republic. It is embassy that plays a key 

role in all spheres of PD, it is obvious that it is in its intention and the main interest to spread the 

positive view on its own country. Embassy works closely with the CRI, but with other Czech 

disinformation websites such as Haló Noviny, or Parlamentní Listy. Besides its official websites, 

they are actively operating on social networks such as Twitter, or Facebook28. The CRI began 

broadcasting in Czechia less than a week after the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia in 

August 1968. The Czech websites has been established in 2003. Chinese Radio International 

(CRI) was one of the first media that China sought to inform audience abroad about their domestic 

situation and perspective on the world. In the EU it broadcasts in thirteen local languages, 

including Czech. The shows, usually last about half an hour and it including mix of the news 

usually from Chinese culture, art, traveling experience, Chinese cuisine, etc. Currently, the CRI 

                                                 

27  D'Hooghe Ingrid. (2007) “The Rise of China's Public Diplomacy”. (The Hague: Netherlands Institute of 

International Relations, Clingendae), pp. 3-16. 

28 Zelenka, J., & Prchal, L. (2021, April 17). Do čínského rozhlasu a zase zpátky. Propaganda z Pekingu si pomáhá 

českými dezinformátory, pak to sdílí ambasáda. Deník N. https://denikn.cz/603972/do-cinskeho-rozhlasu-a-zase-

zpatky-propaganda-z-pekingu-si-pomaha-ceskymi-dezinformatory-pak-to-sdili-ambasada/?ref=suv 
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operating in Czechia with a several different platforms such as, CRI online – official website, 

twitter and also its own Facebook profile.  

Chinese Radio International aims to provide a modern international radio network, which 

should help to establish development of international communication with China. Due to the 

reason, that the whole broadcasting is controlled directly by government officials, the content itself 

seems to be rather as propaganda than news agency network. In the Czech Republic, the CRI 

broadcasting over than 50 years, and its key intention is to spread only the good image of China. 

Through online platforms such as official website, Twitter, or Facebook usually posting 

audiovisual contents which display a positive view of China. The videos usually capture the 

historical monuments such as Forbidden City, Summer Palace, the Great Wall, or even traditional 

food. The video is mostly lead by a Chinese man acting as “the tour guide” with a decent Czech 

language, while traditional Chinese music plays in the background. The method and language used 

in these audiovisual records sounds like a celebration of country, often is been depicted the ancient 

China story, successes, and strongest milestones which country had been through. The audiovisual 

part is elaborated to the smallest details, that is hard to believe it could be truth. Due to the form 

of the text, and mainly incorrect wording, inaccurate usage of words leads to the fact that the text 

often seems to be ridiculous than appropriate official source. 

 In the past, China’s media has taken rather defensive position. However, recently China’s 

media promoting more assertive promotional campaign in the global scale. Besides the promoting 

of positive articles, photos and videos, China’s media platform became more as alternative to the 

“Western monologue”, it means explaining some events from the different perspective, especially 

related to the sensitive topics, which can let negative impact on China’s image and decreased its 

popularity. Commonly, the topics related to the territorial integrity, such as the issues of Hong 

Kong, Taiwan, Tiber, minority Uyghurs etc. The Chinese media deliberately try to divert attention 

from the topics for which is being as a country criticized. 

These methods can be seen especially during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, when 

PRC was literally crushed and on the brink of strength, with the outbreak. However, the English-

spoken media shared either China’s nature wonders and landscape in order to distract from the 

topic. Due to the later realization, that the number of positive covid cases were most likely untrue 

and manipulated by the government, the China’s media are currently less credible and popular in 

the Czech Republic. Considering the fact, that the Czech Republic is one of the post-communist 

countries, thus with the communist tradition society as whole, including scientists, politicians are 

to always impugn the content of any medias. The main motive is that Czechs are used to distrusting 
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media, especially if they contain specific elements of the messages, which were also used in the 

Czech Republic during the communist era. In the case of CRI, no matter if on Twitter, Facebook, 

or other social platforms, it contains very similar methods, and especially rhetoric. Since 2011, the 

radio section has been trying to work with the Czech listeners and fans. For instance, they directly 

encourage them to start fan clubs, or media friend’s clubs. According to the official data from 

2020, so far, there are four registered listeners on the page, in order to encourage audience to 

become member, they will receive a free Chinese textbook as a benefit29.  

Since 2016, when CGTN – as the international branch of China Central Television (CCTV) 

was renamed in 2016, it became the most high-profile component of the rapid Chinese media 

expansion worldwide. President Xi Jinping started to call all Chinese media to tell ‘China’s story 

well’, which basically means that all the content should be based on China’s ideology and the main 

strategy which country using in order to pursue its foreign policies goals. In 2018, in the magazine 

The Guardian was published research, which explaining the process of China’s official 

empowering its social media worldwide. The research detailly explains the main procedures and 

practices which are being used as a new strategy to attract the audience and shape global 

information in favor of PRC30. Luisa Lim and Julia Bergin, testified a several Western journalists 

who with the prospect of a highly (above-average) financial rewards, have been working for China, 

and provide the narrative how China is trying to enter the world global scale and empower its 

media platforms. For instance, they provided high wages in order to attract foreign journalists, so 

in practice, they offer fellowships (Dongfang Fellowship Program) for foreign reporters, 

furthermore trying to attract youth to stand for China or even own huge foreign media 

conglomerates, by investing a huge amount into the advertising and the commercial agencies.  

Similar situations appeared in the Czech Republic in 2020, when Chinese financial group 

the China International Trust Investment Corporation (CITIC) acquired a majority stake in one of 

the largest domestic media agencies, so called Médea. According to the server, this opens the way 

for Chinese state concern to influence most domestic media. Medea is very important in the Czech 

                                                 

29 Smatana, Ľ. (2017, April 26). Čínský rozhlas vysílá už půl století i v češtině. Hlavně propagandu. iROZHLAS. 

https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-domov/cinsky-rozhlas-vysila-uz-pul-stoleti-i-v-cestine-hlavne-

propagandu_201603280600_mkaspar 

30 Lim, L., & Bergin, J. (2019, February 12). Inside China’s audacious global propaganda campaign. The Guardian. 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/dec/07/china-plan-for-global-media-dominance-propaganda-xi-

jinping?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Tweet&fbclid=IwAR29dWSbZeCqKWs81t0qjFwfQFDdx3bU5xRhGyiohnWnr

04utxiEjFUePNk 
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Republic because the Médea is the biggest media agency in the country and works as an 

intermediary in placing advertisements between companies and the media. Most of the media’s 

platforms are often dependent on the income from advertising, which is entered by Médea. 

According to the server ‘Neovlivni’, this media agency manages advertising budgets at the level 

of 3 billion Czech Crowns per year31. In addition, Médea is the main financial source of TV 

Barrandov, which is led by one Czech businessman Jaromír Soukup, who also works as a 

moderator. Soukup's work as a moderator is a source of criticism, for example because of his 

strong support for President Milos Zeman, especially before the presidential election but also 

because of the controversial content of the broadcast. The Broadcasting Council sent five alerts to 

the television for violations of the law32. 

China has already realized, that the influence of their owned media is not such a success. 

In particular, due to the China’s regime, media are state-owned they do not contain free content, 

and information. It caused, that its media have not undergone sufficient development to face the 

Western media, and thus satisfy the audience in recipient countries. Therefore, in recent years, 

China started to practice the new strategy, which is directly recruiting foreign journalists, having 

at least partial stake in the media (whether commercial) or reaching young generation to help 

China promote their positive views on it. The target is usually young people, mostly students, or 

scientists, who have spent some time in China or at least have some positive experiences, which 

might valuable for making its own narrative. Recently, CRI posted and advertisement and they 

were looking for Czechs to create post on the social media about covid-19, in order to support and 

stands for China during the difficult times with the on-going outbreak. The video scenario what 

the advertisement should look like was already set, and even more controversial was that to each 

participant was offered 500CZK (750TWD)33. 

Undoubtedly, Chinese PD uses many key tools to enforce its interests, but sometimes it is 

difficult task to distinguish them from each other. It because they often overlap and are linked to 

                                                 

31 Slonková, S. (2020, February 4). Den D Jaromíra Soukupa. NeovlivniCZ. https://neovlivni.cz/den-d-jaromira-

soukupa/ 

32  E., & Č. (2019, January 9). Aktuálně.cz. Aktuálně.cz - Víte, co se právě děje. 

https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/ekonomika/soukupova-tv-barrandov-vysila-uz-dekadu-sledovanost-ji-

klesl/r%7Eb126cf00132811e9bc9a0cc47ab5f122/ 

33 Zelenka, J., & Prchal, L. (2020, March 13). Krteček a videa najatých studentů mají Čechy přesvědčit, že Čína 

koronavirus zvládá. Deník N. https://denikn.cz/311244/krtecek-a-videa-najatych-studentu-maji-cechy-presvedcit-ze-

cina-koronavirus-zvlada/ 
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each other. Such a case is also seen in the media assets, where China wants to build a stable 

network and useful sources. one such a case is Sinoskop. Sinoskop is a web project whose official 

face is the sinologist, advisor and interpreter of Czech presidents Vit Vojta. Sinoskop was 

established in 2019 as a alternative platform (competitive) for another web project also 

commenting on the China, called Sinopsis (already mentioned in the previous section), which is 

backed by experts from the Faculty of Art in Prague at Charles University, and often commenting 

critically on China’s topics. Vit Vojta’s articles published on the Sinoskop (today Asiaskop – 

renamed in 2020) platform divert the debate from the essence of the functioning of the Chinese 

regime so systematically, that it can be perceived as a manipulative effort to improve the image of 

China among the Czech Republic. According to the sinologist Ondrej Klimes, Vojta’s arguments 

largely coincide with the official Chinese propaganda. As a sample he mentioned the way how he 

informed about the situation in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. He pointed out that the 

information and opinion which been shared by Vojta are linked to the PRC Embassy, specifically 

the Chinese Radio International, China Online. An equally important aspect of the matter is the 

fact that these not directly addressed but very systematic and sophisticated articles published by 

Sinoskop are influencing the public debate, and it is committed by the strongest local corporate 

actor Petr Kellner, who has strong interest related to its business in China34. The case of Petr 

Kellner and his position on the Czech scene in relation to China and business interests will be the 

partial subject of the following chapter 'Political and Economic Assets'. 

 

5.3.4. Political and Economic Networks 

Significant turnover in Czech-Sino relations occurred in 2013, when Milos Zeman was 

elected as a president of the Czech Republic, and the caretaker government ruled by Mr. Rusnok. 

That time, the so-called “Restart” in the Czech-Sino relations took place. Due to the political 

spectrum of the Czech Republic, undoubtedly the biggest supporters in case of Czech political 

parties are Czech Communist Party and Social Democrats, which will be present it later at this 

chapter. This can be proved in particular by the political representatives who most often act in 

favor of China and have been involved in several key moment cases. It is no news that China is 

putting so much effort in order to build friendship with the European countries. Specifically, with 

                                                 

34 Klimeš, O. (2020, March 25). Ondřej Klimeš: „Rozumně“ o Číně s podporou PPF. Server Sinoskop používá i 

argumenty čínské propagandy. HlídacíPes.org. https://hlidacipes.org/ondrej-klimes-rozumne-o-cine-s-podporou-ppf-

server-sinoskop-pouziva-i-argumenty-cinske-propagandy/ 
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the Czech Republic, is the same case, and it can be noted since 2013, when the intensity of mutual 

relations increased rapidly. I decided to put the building of political and economic networks 

together at one subchapter, because is very hard to distinguish it and analyzed them separately. 

This is mainly because mostly the rapprochement of a political parties or individual political 

representatives are followed by background of the associated business cooperation or any other 

similar financial motivation. PCR, in recent year has been more assertive in order to pursue its on 

political goals worldwide, and the main focus is to get along with the politicians, business men, 

big conglomerates, even small entrepreneurs, or any other independent units which can lobby for 

China’s interests, while gain financial rewards as such long-term Chinese contracts, or anything 

beneficial. Generally speaking, according to the operations that have been carried out in the Czech 

Republic recently, Chinese officials are “buying” Czechs in order to lobby for China. This can be 

seen across all the categories, whether in science and education, culture, media or politics and 

business. The following paragraphs will introduce the context, thus summarize briefly the main 

milestones of political activities between the Chinese and Czech side, whether official activities 

(supported by Czech Government) or personal plots of Czech politicians with Chinese 

Representatives. At the same time, this chapter introduces the main companies that are part of the 

Chinese “business networks” in the Czech Republic, and are in closer cooperation with it or even 

lobby for its interests. Along with these networks, are introduced also their representatives (the 

main actors) and the political affairs related to it will be listed.  

 Aforementioned, the turnover was held in 2013, since that time the intensity of Sino-Czech 

relations growing. The Restart was clear obvious especially after formation of Social Democrats 

take the led by Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka in January 2014. PCR responded to the change 

on the politic establishment on the Czech side by resuming bilateral contacts, partly in connection 

with the establishment and activities of the 17+1 platform. During the visit of the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Lubomir Zaoralek to Beijing in April 2014, a joint press statement was issued in 

order to call or a “new impetus” in the mutual cooperation. In this comuniqué, the Czech side 

explicitly expressed its support for one China’s policy towards Tibet35. In November 2015, both 

countries signed a memorandum of understanding on cooperation under the Belt and Road 

Initiative. Subsequent experience of the Czech Republic and other countries showed that this step 

                                                 

35  Governemnt of the Czech Republic. (2014, April 29). Prohlášení ministerstev zahraničních věcí ČR a Číny. 

Copyright (c) 2009–2018 Úřad vlády ČR. https://www.vlada.cz/cz/media-centrum/aktualne/prohlaseni-ministerstev-

zahranicnich-veci-cr-a-ciny-118116/ 
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was primarily a political message and not as guarantee of economic cooperation. Within the 17+1 

platform, a regional cooperation was established, which held also the regular summits. The third 

summit, which took place in China, was attended by the Prime Minister – Bohuslav Sobotka 

(Social Democrats), which emphasized the importance of cooperation and strengthening their 

relations.  

 The seemingly “Gold Period” relations culminated in 2016, when president Xi Jinping 

officially came to Prague for visit, historically it was the first visit of the Chinese President. The 

fact that the Czechia was the first country in the region that Xi Jinping has visited, since he was in 

lead was greatly emphasized by the Chinese side, in order to describe importance of the bilateral 

relations. During the visit, both Presidents signed Strategic Partnership Agreement between the 

countries as well as 23 investment and export agreements worth a total of 12 billion EUR36.   

 The Sister City Agreement between Prague and Beijing was signed during Xi Jinping’s 

visit in Prague as well. This agreement, should support intensive cooperation between cities 

including, culture, regional cooperation, to ensure direct flights and also bring pandas to Czech’s 

Zoo. However, the agreement contains an article emphasizing that Prague confirmed its support 

for the one-China policy. At the same year in autumn, the Tibetan spiritual leader the pope Dalai 

Lama came to Prague, in order to attend the 20th Forum 2000 conference, where he usually gives 

the lecture. That time, the reception of the spiritual leader by Ministry of Culture (Pavel 

Belobradek and Daniel Herman both of them Christian Democratic Party), were not welcomed by 

China’s Embassy in Prague. In response to this action, was by President Milos Zeman initiated to 

issue the Declaration of Four, in order to ensure that The Czech Republic support one China policy, 

and personal interests held by politicians don’t have any impact on that. This statement was signed 

by President Milos Zeman (former leader of Social Democrats), Senate President Milan Stech 

(Social Democratic Party), Speaker of the Parliament Jan Hamacek (member of Social Democratic 

Party) and Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka (Social Democratic Party)37. This was the first 

controversial move taken by Czech Government, by which political spectrum turned and act in the 

                                                 

36 Forrest, F. A. (2016, March 30). Ekonomické dohody podepsané při příležitosti státní návštěvy prezidenta Čínské 

lidové republiky v České republice. Pražský hrad / Prague Castle (Residence of the President). 

https://www.hrad.cz/cs/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/aktualni-tiskove-zpravy/ekonomicke-dohody-podepsane-pri-

prilezitosti-statni-navstevy-prezidenta-cinske-lidove-republiky-v-ceske-republice-12562#from-list 

37 Forrest, F. A. (2016b, October 18). Společné prohlášení nejvyšších ústavních činitelů České republiky. Pražský 

hrad/ Prague Castle (The Residence of President). https://www.hrad.cz/cs/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/aktualni-tiskove-

zpravy/spolecne-prohlaseni-nejvyssich-ustavnich-cinitelu-ceske-republiky-12953 
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interest of the Chinese side.  

 During the year 2017, the further deepening relations with China continues. Most of the 

debates at the time concerned about the economic benefits gained through relations with PRC. For 

instance, President Milos Zeman, promised that Chinese investments will reach over than 200 

billion CZK by 2020. However, the most attention was gained by the acquisitions of the private 

Chinese company CEFC (中國華信能源 ) with the headquarter based in Shanghai, which 

established The European headquarter in Prague, and particularly employed former Czech 

politicians and also lobbyists38. During the time 2015-2017, CEFC acquired a broad portfolio of 

assets in real estates, engineering, sport or media. The key person in charge of CEFC Ye Jianming, 

who became official an honorary adviser of Czech President Milos Zeman. The new approach of 

Sino-Czech relations brought also some assets to chosen Czech companies. One of this company, 

which gain profit from the Restart project, is company Home Credit from PPF group, owned by 

the richest person in the Czech Republic, Petr Kellner. The company got nationwide license by 

China’s officials, in order to provide retail loans in China, considering the China’s populations it 

is obvious, that this business has a huge future potential. In addition, it is debatable the fact that 

China as a huge country, will let provide loans by foreign company from a small state such as the 

Czech Republic. Home Credit since 2015 has been a great success and in China has accounted for 

a large part of PPF’s financial incomes (about 34%)39. Among other things, businessman Petr 

Kellner, in addition to good relations with the Czech President, also accompanied him on trips to 

China, and provided to Milos Zeman his private aircraft, while trips to China40.  

While some of the companies benefited from cooperation with China, the Czech Republic 

did not receive any promised investments. The unfulfilled promises of Chinese investments have 

shown that China it cannot be seen as trust-worthy partner, thus on the political scene, the view of 

China deteriorated as soon as it became clear that conglomerate CEFC (which covered most of the 

China’s promised investments), fell into financial troubles and its chairman Jie Jianming 

disappeared during an investigation related to the corruption scandal in China. I think that this 

                                                 

38 Ivana Karásková, Tamás Matura, Richard Q. Turcsányi, Matej Šimalčík. (2018). Central Europe for Sale: The 

Politics of China’s Influence. Association for International Affairs (AMO). Published. 

39 PPF Group | Výroční zprávy Skupiny PPF. (2021, May 10). PPF Group. https://www.ppf.eu/o-skupine-ppf/vyrocni-

zpravy 

40  Č. (2017, March 10). Miliardář Kellner doprovodí Zemana do Číny. E15.cz. 

https://www.e15.cz/zahranicni/miliardar-kellner-doprovodi-zemana-do-ciny-1329821 
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practice has to some extent frightened the political scene, but also the public, because in the Czech 

Republic (as a democratic state) is not common in the case of an investigation let people to 

disappear. After it turned out that CEFC run out of the financial sources, its assets were taken over 

by the Chinese state-owned company China International Trust Investment Corporation (CITIC). 

 After the election victory of political movement ANO and the formation of a new 

government in 2017, China lost much of its previous political support. The Social Democrats (as 

the main supporters and active role in Sino-Czech relations), were relegated to the position of a 

minority coalition partner, thus they could not participate in the leading position anymore. Political 

Movement ANO, after experiences of unfulfilled investments, China was not viewed as a potential 

partner for further cooperation. Another important milestone in the Czech-Chinese relations is 

after the Communal Election in Prague in 2018. The new ruling coalition led by Mayor Zdenek 

Hrib (member of Political Party ‘Pirati’), decided to make changes in the Sister City Agreement, 

basically they suggested to remove article emphasizing compliance with the One China Policy, 

while in other European countries don’t have any similar articles to that. According to the mayor, 

this agreement was not intended to address foreign policy issues and became symbol of 

subordination to China41. After the Beijing did not respond to Prague’s City Hall request to 

renegotiate the Sister Agreement, the Prague Council decide to terminate it in early October 2018, 

but before Prague could do it formally, the Chinese side announced the termination its agreement 

earlier.  

The Chinese side reaction was very assertive, in response to the termination of The Sister 

City Agreement, China cancelled performances tour by Prague Philharmonic, Cancellation of 

direct flight from Prague to Beijing, cancellation of contracts with companies, such as Petrof 

pianos, which resulted into the small diplomatic rift. In the case of communication from the 

Chinese Embassy, it seems more as a matter of verbal extortion, than adequate diplomatic 

communication42. The Czech Foreign Minister, Tomas Petricek (Social Democratic Party) asked 

for meeting with the Chinese Ambassador in order to comment on the situation43.  This situation 

                                                 

41  Bajerová, A. (2020, October 16). Inside of China’s Current Hassle with the ‘Rogue’ Mayor of Prague. 

Chinaobservers. https://chinaobservers.eu/inside-of-chinas-current-hassle-with-the-rogue-mayor-of-prague/ 

42  Švamberk, A. (2019, October 9). Čínské velvyslanectví vyhrožuje Praze. Novinky.c/ The News Agency. 

https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/clanek/cinske-velvyslanectvi-vyhrozuje-praze-kvuli-sesterske-smlouve-40299214 

43 Novinky/ The News Agency, Z. (2019, April 29). Zrušená vystoupení českých umělců v Číně? Petříček chce mluvit 

s velvyslancem. Novinky.Cz / The News Agency. https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/clanek/zrusena-vystoupeni-

ceskych-umelcu-v-cine-petricek-chce-mluvit-s-velvyslancem-40281448 
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was one of the key moments that showed which representatives of the political party lobby for 

China and which oppose. For instance, the Representatives from the Prague Castle (including 

President Milos Zeman, his Spokesman Jiri Ovcacek, Chancellor Vratislav Mynar, and adviser 

Martin Nejedly) responded by stating that The Prague Leadership is deliberately damaging 

relations with PCR. On the contrary, a several political representatives from opposition political 

parties (mainly from Civic Democratic Party ODS, TOP -09, Pirati) responded by expressing 

support for the Prague Mayor Zdenek Hrib and actions taken by his governance44.  

Between the years 2018-2019 occurred more and more events, related to China’s taken 

actions in the Czech Republic. These actions somehow affected (whether positive or negative) 

Political Scene in the Czech Republic. The issues of security related to Huawei and its products 

has also become new topic in Czech-Chinee relations, after The National Office for Cyber and 

Information Security (NÚ KIB) warned against using the services of Chinese companies as such 

Huawei and ZTE at the end of the 201845. Besides the security issues, there were debates about 

Home Credit’s political interests and political influence as a part of Petr Kellner’s First 

Privatization Fund. Thus, Academics, analysts who follow Czech-Chinese relations, 

independently claim that because of business interests in the PRC, it leads to the certain of Czech 

Republic’s Foreign Policy toward China, while distances the country from Czech’s ally such as 

the EU and the US. This fact, is based on the official findings of server Aktuálně.cz, that Home 

Credit (PPF Group), hired C&B Reputation Management, PR agency, in order to improve the 

Chinese Communist regime’s image in the Czech Republic46.  

To sum up, the Gold Times while cooperation with China, in 2018 cooled down after the 

Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jianmin take the lead at Chinese Embassy. The political affairs 

between Prague City Hall, and Chinese Embassy open “avalanche” of not common situations, that 

are not typical of diplomatic negotiations. China started to be more demanding, which it escalated 

                                                 

44 Z. (2019b, July 18). Čína není spolehlivý obchodní partner, vzkázal Hřib. Hrad se Pekingu zastává. Novinky/ The 

News Agency. https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/clanek/cina-to-politizuje-neni-spolehlivy-obchodni-partner-reaguje-

primator-hrib-40290308 

45  Pavel, T. (2018, December 17). Software i hardware společností Huawei a ZTE je bezpečnostní hrozbou. 

NÚ KIB/The National Office for Cyber and Information Security. https://nukib.cz/cs/infoservis/aktuality/1303-

software-i-hardware-spolecnosti-huawei-a-zte-je-bezpecnostni-hrozbou/ 

46  Valášek, L., & Horák, J. (2019, December 10). Aktuálně.cz. Aktuálně.cz - Víte, co se právě děje. 

https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/domaci/home-credit-ppf-kampan-cina-pr-agentura-

cb/r%7E5f0774e01a6111ea8d520cc47ab5f122/ 
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into several diplomatic clashes. By the end of 2019, was decided to enter into Sister City 

Agreement with Taipei, the agreement was based on economic, trade a cultural cooperation. This 

act provoked criticism from the Chinese Embassy, which in response terminated Sister City 

Agreement between Shanghai – Prague47.  

Due to the escalations, the situation is also transferred to the level of relations between the 

Czech Republic and Taiwan. Of course, PRS is very interesting in strengthening its position in the 

Czech Republic, thus continues to puts pressure on the Czech side. When the traditional meeting 

hosted by the Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade held in Prague, in order to present the future 

economic diplomacy of Czech Republic and its foreign investors Minister Marta Novakova was 

asked by representatives of PRC to expel the representative of Taiwanese Economic and Culture 

Office from the meeting, which was the first time in 19 years since Taiwanese Representatives 

had always taken part48. Another sharp diplomatic rift occurred when former President of Senate 

Jaroslav Kubera (Civic Democratic Party) announced to carry out the “business mission” to 

Taiwan. This act was criticized by politicians (mainly from Czech Communist Party and Social 

Democrats), by the Czech Prime Minister, but especially by Czech President Milos Zeman, who 

officially called on him to cancel planned visit in Taiwan. A negative reaction to this mission was 

expected by PRC, given the situation between Taiwan and China. Thus, However, steps taken by 

the Chinese Embassy have not been proportionate and unacceptable in the context of Diplomacy. 

As a result, politicians (including Social Democrats) have opposed and criticism of PRC has grown 

significantly. 

The Chinese Embassy, described the “business mission” as a violation of the Declaration 

of Strategic Partnership, which was signed during Xi Jinping’s visit in Prague in 2016. In addition, 

they addressed a non-standard threatening letter to former President of Senate Jaroslav Kubera. 

The letter contains threats as such if they organized visit to Taiwan, Jaroslav Kubera and other 

Czech companies operating in PRC will pay high price for this. Unfortunately, Mr. Kubera died 

after a few days after receiving the letter. These circumstances greatly damaged the Chinese image 

and reputation, not only among the politicians, but also among the public and foreign states, which 

                                                 

47 Č. (2019a, December 2). Praha v lednu uzavře sesterskou smlouvu s Tchaj-pejí. Ve hře je luskoun pro zoo i výměna 

studentů. iROZHLAS. https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-domov/smlouva-spoluprace-praha-tchaj-pej-

peking_1912021419_aur 

48 Č. (2019a, April 4). Za faux pas s vykázáním Tchajwanců dostal náměstek Novákové vytýkací dopis. Novinky.Cz/ 

The News Agency. https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/clanek/za-faux-pas-s-vykazanim-tchajwancu-dostal-namestek-

novakove-vytykaci-dopis-40276604 
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negatively commented on that situation49. 

On March 11, 2020 shortly after the death of Jaroslav Kubera was held meeting of the four 

highest constitutional officials (President Milos Zeman, Prime Minister Andrej Babis, President 

of the Senate Milos Vystrcil, and the Chamber of Deputies Radek Vondracek). The statement 

issued after the meeting was one of the strongest published response to China, since its 

establishment of mutual relations. The statement called for mutually beneficial relations, but also 

disappointment with the current economic situation. Furthermore, any form of coercion and 

condemned threat of retaliation is rejected, while was emphasized that the Czech Republic has 

strong interest in the developing of economic and cultural cooperation with Taiwan50.  

The Business Mission to Taiwan took place a few months lead by newly elected President 

of Senate Milos Vystrcil (Civic Democratic Party). Despite the previous statement issued in March 

2020, the business mission was criticized and a media campaign allegedly sponsored by the 

Chinese Embassy against it was alleged. The Media campaign involved mainly disinformation 

media such as “Parlamentni Listy”, and “Halo Noviny”, “Tyden”, and TV Barrandov. Beijing 

immediately responded to this action by banning to all those who participated in the mission to 

enter PRC, and Czech President Milos Zeman, excluded President of Senate Milos Vystrcil, from 

the strategic meeting of Czech top prosecutors. In addition, lawmakers from Australia, Estonia, 

France, Canada, Lithuania, Germany, Slovakia and even the US, including several Members of 

the European Parliament issued a statement in which they supporting the “business mission” to 

Taiwan, while also condemning the pressure from PRC51. 

To summarize this subchapter, it is necessary to point out that China has built up a 

significant political and economic network, since establishment of the Sino-Czech relations. In 

order to capture the economic networks. Besides the investments and business opportunities, 

which were expected since its beginning of building Sino-Czech relations, China made a huge 

                                                 

49 Režňáková, L. (2020, April 27). Poprvé za 52 let byl nervózní, popsala Kuberová poslední dny svého manžela. 

IDNES.Cz. https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/senat-dopis-cina-hra-kubera-cesta-na-tchaj-wan-vyhrozovani-

mynar-kuberova-rodina.A200427_102310_domaci_lre 

50  Forrest, F. A. (2020, March 11). Prezident republiky přijal ústavní činitele ČR. Pražský hrad. 

https://www.hrad.cz/cs/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/aktualni-tiskove-zpravy/setkani-ustavnich-cinitelu-k-zahranicni-

politice-15323#from-list 

51 Thuong Ly, N. (2020, August 27). Vystrčila se před cestou na Tchaj-wan zastalo sedmdesát světových politiků. 

E15.cz. https://www.e15.cz/domaci/vystrcila-se-pred-cestou-na-tchaj-wan-zastalo-sedmdesat-svetovych-politiku-

1372753 
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progress in political networks as well. The PRC in its PD has adopted a strategy that it applies 

across all spheres of PD tools, whether in the media (attracting foreign journalists by higher wages, 

financial benefits), culture, education science. The main strategy is financial rewards, high wages, 

and attractive business opportunities. The biggest connection and recruitment of Czech politicians 

took place, with the first steps of company CEFC, began in 2013. This company, gave hopes that 

the Czech Republic will become an “aircraft carries” for Chinese investments In Europe. This 

company recruited and cooperated with former politicians (mostly from Social Democratic Party) 

as such: Jaroslav Tvrdik (the former Minister of Defence Social Democratic Party), who later 

became the main spoiler in coordination of Czech-Chinese rapprochement, also Czech main 

representative of the company CEFC, as well as the director of the Czech-Chinese Chamber. 

Around the CEFC a group of people was formed, as such the surrounding of Residence of 

President Milos Zeman, including his advisers Vratislav Mynar and Martin Nejedly. The group of 

lobbyists for Chinese interests in the Czech Republic and selected Czech companies gradually 

began to grow with larger entrepreneurs, shadow players.  

This China’s supporter group was joined by a several not only former politicians such as 

former Czech Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka (Social Democratic Party), but also current ones, 

such as Minister of Interior Jan Hamacek (Social Democratic Party), who become involved with 

Jaroslav Tvrdik in 2014, during their visit in Shanghai. Another such is the newly elected Minister 

of Foreign Affairs Jakub Kulhanek (Social Democratic Party), who worked directly at the 

company CEFC. To sum up, the promised Chinese investments have not been fulfilled, while only 

a few selected Czech companies benefit from Czech-Chinese relations such s Home Credit owned 

by millionaire Petr Kellner from PPF Group, Skoda and also Petrof.  

 

5.3.5. The outbreak of COVID-19 as a Tool of China’s Public Diplomacy 

 The chapter V. aimed to indicate the key tools and its capabilities that China uses in its PD 

in the Czech Republic. I have chosen the case COVID-19 pandemic as the last key instrument, 

because I believe that it is a completely innovative and unique procedure, which has so far 

succeeded in raising awareness in the foreign countries, whether with a negative or positive 

impact. Given that all the aforementioned instruments that have been forming since the 

establishment of the PRC at least in 50 years, the pandemic has been around for about a year and 

half and led a significant impact. In my point of view, pandemic plays a crucial role not only in 

the currently, but rather in the further development, among all the tools, which Chinese PD has 

been using so far, including academia, media, culture, politics and also economic relations. The 
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situation related to the pandemic, that have taken place over the last year not only shocked the 

whole world, but in the case of the Czech Republic played an absolute role in the view on China 

and its further presence in Czechia. China since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak was 

trying to use these circumstances as coverage to strengthen its image worldwide. Initially, PRC 

was perceived more negative, while later it turned out that its strategy works and the positive image 

increased as evident in many countries.  

This strategy applied and to some extent affected all the tools of PD, while the key intention 

was to bring in the positive narrative about China. The usage of the media has done considerable 

work, with the Chinese Embassies involved, including the ambassadors and diplomats. As a clear 

example could be the discussion about the country of COVID-19 origin when Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Zhao Lijian claimed that country of origin might be the US, because they might be 

brought it to Wuhan while the US soldiers were attending the Army Games, and it became viral 

across all the social media52. These practices specifically spreading disinformation were in several 

kinds of research examined as the practice of so-called Wolf-Warrior Diplomacy. Wolf-Warrior 

Diplomacy is named after the movie and it is compared to the Chinese form of diplomacy which 

contains the confrontational rhetoric, in order to refused criticism towards the PRC and spread its 

positive image. Usually, the target of the social media platforms are Twitter, and Facebook. The 

interesting fact is that all these platforms are completely banned in China, while in the Western 

countries they were taking advantage of it and used as key tool to target and strengthen foreign 

audience. COVID-19, originated in China, that time China became the most “watched” country in 

the world. All countries were in fear, observing evolving information related to “unknown” 

pneumonia and the growing number of positive cases. One of the main goals of public diplomacy 

is to raise awareness of the country abroad. Whether in a good or bad light, China has successfully 

achieved increased awareness, and attracted media’s attention worldwide.  

In Chinese Public Diplomacy, several trends, which have already been presented in the 

previous subchapters can be observed. In the following paragraphs, the main trends will be 

examined on the case of COVID-19 pandemic and its application in the case of the Czech 

Republic. 

China’s Public Diplomacy have several main goals, one of them is “to spread the defense 

                                                 

52 Zheng, S. (2020, March 13). Chinese foreign ministry spokesman tweets claim US military brought coronavirus to 

Wuhan. South China Morning Post. https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/3075051/chinese-foreign-

ministry-spokesman-tweets-claim-us-military 
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narrative of PRC”, which stems from the justification of China and its communist order that is 

rebuffed by Western governments and their media. In essence, it is about justifying the communist 

regime, and emphasize that it can go beyond the democratic order. A clear example can be found, 

while the COVID-19 epicenter transfer to other part of the world, and China’s official commenting 

on the situation that in Western countries the outbreak have not been successfully managed 

because of democratic order. When the epicenter of the pandemic occurred in Europe and later in 

the US, China’s official deliberately pointed out the struggles of other democratic countries, in 

terms of dealing with the COVID-19 outbreak. When the city Wuhan with more than 11million 

people went into the full lockdown, the citizens were disciplined and followed the government 

without, doubting it or questioning it. While when the situation became critical in the Western 

countries, the situation became complicated in order to amplify the similar preventive precautions 

as in China, e.g. wearing a face mask, curfew, absolute control of the populations within the 

quarantine (In China works QR codes), etc. China’s official used these circumstances as a favor 

in the promotion of effectiveness of its own regime order. The epidemic has stirred Czech-Chinese 

relations. In the Czech Republic, moreover, the spread of China’s positive promotion was 

enhanced by the politicians, who lobby for China’s interests, but also was aided by disinformation 

media, which continuously reported in the favor of China.  

The second goal is to seeking for the understanding of Chinese society and spreading the 

“correct” interpretation of the Chinese narrative. According to the IFJ study53, up to half of 

journalists confirmed that the image of the PRC has improved during the outbreak of the COVID-

19 pandemic. According to the authors, this is due to the influence by a more sophisticated and 

developed involvement of China’s officials in the local media networks. PRC used not only soft 

power, cultural diplomacy, but much more coercive tactics, intimidation and disinformation which 

were spread throughout the social media. The source of a large part of the propaganda news and 

articles appeared in the Czech Republic, was from the Chinese media targeting foreign readers 

and viewers. Chinese Media broadcasting and publishing in English or directly in the local spoken 

language. Among, the most important are China Global, Xinhua News, and Chinese Radio 

International. During the outbreak in the Czech Republic, one of the young editors from the CRI 

established a channel called “Studio The Mole” (inspired by Miller’s Czech toy, which 

complements it) and started to produce the short videos. By these steps basically, PRC fulfilled 

                                                 

53 The COVID-19 Story: Unmasking China’s Global Strategy. (2021). IFJ Research Report on China and Its Impact 

on Media, 2–7. 
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the main ideology emphasizing that China as a great powerful country, can cope even with the 

deadly epidemic. According to them, the tough measures presented as the “people’s war against 

deadly virus”, demonstrate the superiority of the Chinese system, emphasizing that it can mobilize 

human and material resources in times of crisis. This being presented as the effort of Chinese 

citizens to fight, in order to serve the country. The channel mainly contains, stories of successful 

coronavirus management implemented in China. Besides that, it also focused on the stories of 

ordinary people during the lockdown or brave nurses who saving China’s population. One of the 

most commenting and viral videos was about how China built an emergency hospital in a few 

days, specifically for this action China received recognition in the Czech Republic, and the 

government was inspired by this. Besides the showing of its own country success, representatives 

of CRI and Chinese Embassies encouraged people to record its short video messages in order to 

support China. The content was constructed, and those who decided to support and post its 

supportive record in favor of China, were received financial rewards54.  Such as these messages 

were spreading viral across social media, especially among the students at the Masaryk University 

in Brno.  

Thirdly, China wants to be seen as a reliable, responsible, trustworthy ally, and economic 

partner worldwide. This is a major strategy for China in order to become dominant and, remains 

as a good “neighbor” while providing economic and foreign aid in order to show beneficial 

cooperation with China.  

 China applied this strategy in in terms to help and provide assistance to other countries, 

while fighting COVID-19.  In the Czech Republic the biggest impact was led by so-called The 

Face Masks Diplomacy, and later also The Vaccines Diplomacy. Under which the PRC exported 

quantities of other medical materials to the country. These were not always donated, as was 

presented and promoted by Chinese officials. In the Czech Republic, the whole process included 

the politicians, or former politicians who are lobbying for China. These foreign aids were donated 

with the effort to fight for the common enemy (COVID-19), and encourage also other countries to 

believe in collective response to the pandemic. The main intention behind, was to deliberately 

changing the topic which could led negative impact on China’s position. For instance, the debates 

based on country of COVID-19 origin, and thus get rid of the “sticker” that PRC is responsible for 

                                                 

54 Zelenka, J., & Prchal, L. (2020c, March 13). Krteček a videa najatých studentů mají Čechy přesvědčit, že Čína 

koronavirus zvládá. Deník N. https://denikn.cz/311244/krtecek-a-videa-najatych-studentu-maji-cechy-presvedcit-ze-

cina-koronavirus-zvlada/ 
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the outbreak and later also impacts of pandemic. This information was also taken over by some 

Czech websites, along with the politicians who followed Chinese narrative. Thus, the foreign aids 

and actions taken by PRC should evoke a feeling of gratitude in the states which received medical 

equipment supplies, therefore deliberately not to blame China and not to share negative arguments. 

In the Czech Republic, this position was fulfilled mainly by politicians and lobbyists who has been 

tied to China in the past.  

When the situation was escalating in the PRC, European countries such as Germany, 

France, Italy sent medical supplies to China, while Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis refuses to 

provide medical aid to China. However, after he was roughly criticized he changed his opinion, 

and dispatched aid to China when the situation was critical. In the Czech Republic, 1st March 2020 

were first citizens confirmed to contract the disease, at the same day was 5 tones of medical 

supplies sent as an expression of solidarity to help China fight coronavirus, administrated by the 

Czech government. Several months later, the European states including the Czech Republic 

became exposed to their own outbreak and suffering from the medical equipment shortage. 

Czechia immediately started to seek healthcare material through political contacts in China. While 

a debate opened, the Czech company Respirol (have factories in PRC), announced that their 

nanofiber respirators, about the year-round stocks, were banned by the Chinese government to 

export (due to the medical supplies shortage) to Czechia 55 . In addition, was by the Czech 

Intelligence Service (BIS) found that PRC between January and February 2020 in collaboration 

with the Chinese Embassy in Prague and with the Chinese community living in the Czech Republic 

was trying to purchase important medical supplies in the in an organized way. This act contributed 

to the negative view of China, by the opposition government parties, especially due to the fact that 

Czechia was facing a great supply shortage.  

Due to the urgent deliveries, was established an “Air Bridge” between Prague and Beijing 

in order to bring medical supplies and improved situation in the Czechia. The main interest in this 

mission had The Minister of Interior Jan Hamacek (Social Democratic Party), who used his 

political and personal contacts in order to build up the network of politicians and lobbyist mainly 

with the close connection on the Czech-Chinese Chamber of Mutual Cooperation. Thus, at the end 

of the month, 20th March 2020, was the Czech Prime Minister and part of the government were 

generously welcoming the first supply of purchased medical material at the Vaclav Havel Airport 

                                                 

55  E. (2020b, February 25). Aktuálně.cz. Aktuálně.cz - Víte, co se právě děje. 

https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/ekonomika/respilon/r%7E96bedb1257b011eaa7590cc47ab5f122/ 
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in Prague, that arrived from China. This whole delegation was accompanied by TV stations, 

photographers and journalists. The whole situations seemed more on a commercial basis which in 

the case of other European countries were uncommon. The interesting fact is that whole process 

was interpreted as that the PRC donated medical supplies, which paradoxically happened in almost 

all European countries except the Czech Republic. Despite the close contacts and friendly relations 

with China, the Czech Republic paid a large sum for all the medical supplies which were delivered. 

While the democratic Western countries hardly suffered from the COVID-19 pandemic, China has 

completely changed the narrative. China from the culprit of the world pandemic has become a 

savior and acts as a leader in the fight against the COVID-19. In the Czech Republic scene was 

the process of “restoring Chinese image” supported mainly by its politicians, who viewed China’s 

steps with admiration and even called for not spreading a negative view on PCR, as it was in their 

interest to help other countries with the COVID-19 outbreak. For instance, Czech Prime Minister 

Andrej Babis claimed that unlike us China has managed a pandemic effectively and well, and we 

have a lot to learn from them56. Furthermore, the Chinese Embassy in Prague in collaboration with 

the diplomats lead a sophisticated media campaign. They were pro-active mainly on social media 

platforms, which used in order to promote Chinese positive narrative about the country’s donation 

of foreign aid and medical equipment. Some politicians used successful purchase of medical 

supplies from China to defend its previous generous gestures towards Beijing. For instance, 

Chancellor Vratislav Mynar stated that due to his non-official visit at the begging of 2020, China 

had set an aside factory which will produce protective equipment specifically for the Czechia.  The 

Czech President Milos Zeman said in TV that China was the only country that helps the Czech 

Republic fight the epidemic57. Although, he later did not comment at all on the medical supplies 

donated by Taiwan.  

Despite the great efforts of pro-Chinese attitude by President Milos Zeman and his 

surroundings, including left-wing governmental parties (Czech Communist Party, Social 

Democratic Party) a significant part remained with a strong critical narrative against China. 

Specifically, experts and opposition government parties were criticising the late delivery, poor 

                                                 

56  D. (2020c, March 16). Aktuálně.cz. Aktuálně.cz - Víte, co se právě děje. https://video.aktualne.cz/dvtv/zive-

dodrzuji-cesi-karantenu-naridi-vlada-nosit-rousky-sledu/r%7E2ac53b00679511eab1110cc47ab5f122/ 

57 I. (2020e, March 19). Čína nám jediná pomohla, řekl Zeman. Ocenil dobrovolníky, kritizoval opozici. IDNES.Cz. 

https://www.idnes.cz/podcasty/koronavirus-pandemie-milos-zeman-projev-

prezident.V200319_185722_idnestv_vov 
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quality of medical supplies, and especially the excessive prices58.  

Vaccine Diplomacy is a part of a new diplomatic force that is gaining influence in finer 

ways. At a time when the vast majority of countries in the world are facing a shortage of vaccines, 

China started to apply its usage of "Vaccine Diplomacy" and is achieving increasing success 

worldwide. PRC has recently been trying to succeed in Europe with the Chinese Vaccine 

Diplomacy as it could have a great future potential for the PRC to be a part of the European market. 

In the Czech Republic, unlike in Hungary, the vaccines such as Sinopharm and Sinovax have not 

been enrolled into the national vaccine program yet. This was mainly due to the fact that they were 

not approved by the European Medicines Agency (EMA), but also by the Czech Medicines 

Chamber (CMC). Despite pressure from President Milos Zeman, who vehemently tried to get 

vaccines from China, this did not take a place and therefore it can be said that vaccine diplomacy 

in the Czech Republic did not reap such great success. 

                                                 

58 Furst, R. (2021). China and Central Europe: cooperation in difficult times during the Covid-19 outbreak. Journal of 

Chinese Economic and Business Studies, 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/14765284.2021.1913549 
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Chapter VI: Effectiveness of China’s Public Diplomacy in the 

Czech Republic 

 

 At the present, the discussion related to the question if public diplomacy works, and if it 

can be effective for the recipient state have received a little attention. In general, there are not 

evident the specific indicators, according to it could be examined, and answered whether the 

strategy of PD is effective or not. To find general indicators, which can be applied on any case is 

a very difficult task, especially because each country, has a specific strategy of using its PD and 

each target country could react to it and bring in different results. Thus, the debates based on PD 

evaluation is not broadly developed so far, even though it might bring several benefits for the 

governments. To gain a sophisticated analysis and coherent evaluation is necessary to set up the 

efficient procedure. Firstly, it must be clearly defined what is public diplomacy concept and its 

characteristics, additionally determinate its borders, meaning what procedures still consider as PD 

as well as its limits. Second, in order to, evaluate its necessity to focus on its networking direction, 

the PD assessments and its main actors and representatives. Thirdly, it must be specified what are 

the objectives of PD to achieve, and to which extent it might be considered that practicing of PD 

is effective. These indicators can differ according to the characteristic of each state and purpose 

of the research. It depends on the state order, regime and its legitimacy. The PD might rely on the 

power competition between countries, differences in the political system, state order (authoritarian 

or democratic order), the position of the state worldwide, the sources, and other factors which can 

play role in the evaluation1.  

 In addition, the main function of PD is to create soft power resources, and those refer to 

the target country. Basically, what is the object in measuring PD is if these strategies were accepted 

or favored by the public, government, in the target country. The success of used strategies of PD 

can be verified according to whether or not it improves or strengthen the society or specific 

environment in the given country. Thus, what is actually measured is the results of operating, and 

what kind of changes it brought. Whether the certain policy changes aimed to improve the targeted 

areas or projects in the receiving country.  In order to be able to measure and bring a reliable data, 

                                                 

1  Wei, C. (2020, May 20). Public Diplomacy: Functions, Functional Boundaries and Measurement Methods. 

IntechOpen. https://www.intechopen.com/books/heritage/public-diplomacy-functions-functional-boundaries-and-

measurement-methods 
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it is necessary to set indicators according to which it will evaluate the results and its effectiveness. 

Indicators can be different, it can include figures, in terms of numbers of contracts, greater interests 

in the cultural approach, increasing study exchanges, intensive import or export, etc. All these can 

be monitored and then analyzed within a given context. 

 The evaluation of PD is necessary important for the government in term of the feedback of 

its taken actions. For the future perspective and empowerment in the PD’s practices, it is necessary 

to reflect in government assessments, and the impacts, whether the strategies were successful or 

not. It is a tough task to bring the results because the impacts and results can come later, the 

effectiveness of the usage of PD may not be evident for many years, while in another country can 

bring the results immediately. The determination of what is success in PD and how it should be 

measured is a big difficulty. For instance, the evaluation can be effect by the scholar and his 

subjective perception of the case, it means that some indicators may be perceived as more 

important than others, thus the interpretation of success may vary. For the research is essential to 

provide a completed theoretical foundation which will interpret the measuring of PD performance, 

and its indicators. It is necessary to provide an explanation of chosen indicators and denotes the 

chosen procedures based on which results were derived.  

 

6.1. Measurements of effective Public Diplomacy 

 

 Although public diplomacy is intended for internal consumption of target country, it can 

still have an impact on the country’s external environment. It has been observed that due to the 

China’s PD and its huge investment into it, has not resulted only in the influence inside of the 

country, but it has also led an impact on the perception of the country from abroad. China’s PD 

not only telling the China’s story, but also accruing legitimacy for the country, both internationally 

and domestically. Evaluation as such is very difficult in the field of public diplomacy because the 

effects achieved are usually hard to measure, and in addition they can occur in long term. In order 

to get the feedback, it can be pointed out different aspects such as: ranking public opinion, opinion 

of foreign audiences or selected groups, the results based on tangible changes (incentives, 

investments, intensive cooperation etc.). 

In order to, measure the effect of China ś public diplomacy in the Czech Republic, were 

established three main indicators and other sub-indicators, according to which will be examined 

whether, the practices brought in some effective results or not. Another section is divided 

according to the three indicators that were selected to evaluate the impact of Chinese PD. Author 
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selected: External Indicators, Internal Indicators and COVID-19 Indicator. The first, external 

indicators embraced the potential external factors/ events, which are related to the position of the 

Czech Republic towards the international organizations such as European Union (EU), Visegrad 

Group (V4) on the issue of PRC. In particular, to observe whether Czech position has been 

changed or not. For instance, the reaction of the Czech Republic as a sovereign state to events 

carried out by the international organizations will be monitored. Additionally, will be examined 

whether Czechia proceed in accordance with the organizations (as its united member) and 

supported the steps taken by the organizations in the matter of the PRC or vice versa. This section 

embraced also chosen steps taken by government. Subsequently, it will be interpreted whether 

Czechia throughout the years due to the Chinese PD, has deviated from the discourse of a coherent 

and unified approach with the international organizations or not. The external actors are included 

in order to addressing the objective results, based on unbiased evaluation. Because the author 

believes that external factors can bring a different perspective on the influence of China ś PD in 

in the Czech Republic. Thus, it was decided to analyzed the case on the two different levels, i.e. 

external and internal sections, so that evaluation is based on the strong arguments from different 

perspectives, while embracing external factors. Due to the fact that the Czech Republic, is a 

member state of the above-mentioned international organizations, is subject of a certain 

supranational order, thus external indicators can indicate more objective results and accurate 

interpretation in measuring its effectiveness of China ś PD related in the Czech Republic 

 In the case of internal indicators, all the research subjects are based on domestic factors. 

This section aimed to interpreted changes across all the fields such as culture, science and 

education, media, politics and economics which were the main object of Chapter 5. Due to the 

fact, that the author took into account more fields for the examination, the analysis is limited to 

the most important milestones and chosen situations. Any changes that in any way have led to 

some degree of discourse change will be recorded. The chapter will be divided into several sub-

chapters, while each subchapter will deal with a detailed evaluation of each sphere. All the changes 

will be interpreted and evaluated on the basis of arguments presented by author. Whereas the 

measurements of PD are based on the several different factors and do not contains precise criteria, 

thus the assessment of whether PD in Czechia has been successful may be certainly skewed by the 

author’s opinion.  

 The COVID-19 indicator was intentionally separated from the previous two sections, since 

is related to both internal and external circumstances as it will be presented. Due to the uniqueness 

of the COVID-19 situation, is a more accurate interpretation as in the devoted section itself. Based 
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on the findings of each section, the results are interpreted and discussed in the reflection part and 

conclusion. 

 

6.2. External Indicators 

 

6.2.1. The European Union 

 Recently China is in its attempt to build the positive reputation among the European 

countries. However, the differences in political system between European countries and PCR 

affected the deepening relations with the individual states and mostly it has the most obviously 

brought negative impact. The Czech Republic joined the European Union on May 1, 2004, so it 

has been an honorary member for 17 years. During the years, the Czech Republic has earned the 

position of a relatively strong and responsible ally. The European Union is a supporter of a 

multilateral world orders which is based on regulated norms and rules. However, the current world 

order is increasingly being challenged, especially by new global players, among whom China 

becoming at the forefront. The European Union, despite its considerable economic importance, 

traditionally not considered as a major geopolitical player, is responding to the present situation 

by seeking to strengthen the common foreign and security policy, while also deepening the defense 

cooperation among the member states. This is accompanied by an effort to establish strategic 

partnership with PRC, with the aim to cooperating in finding solutions to the global challenges, 

while achieving balanced trade relations. Despite these efforts, cooperation with PRC often brings 

complications mainly due to the fact that it is in its own interests to build cooperation with the 

European states based on the bilateral level, such as: the formation of mutual agreements, trade 

zones and other business opportunities which differs from each state to state.   

 In the case of the Czech Republic, it has become the center of interest and a thorn in the 

side of the EU, as the cooperation between Czechia and PRC has significantly deepened since 

2013, when Milos Zeman became President of the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic, initially 

had a potential to become a gate-away in the EU. In the last six years, the Czech Republic has 

been perceived by China as a very friendly and pro-Beijing country in favor of pro-Chinese 

actions. Considering that Xi Jinping visited the Czech Republic as the first country in the European 

area, brought these two countries even closer. During these years, the behavior by Czech side has 

taken place mainly in favor of PRC. These acts, were based on a certain shift away from 

emphasizing the importance of common shared values such as human rights, etc. These steps were 

followed mainly by various controversial statements of individual politicians, and the Czech 
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Republic was often criticized by European politicians. In particular, a narrow group of lobbyists 

and left-wing political representatives deliberately avoided topics that were not welcomed by the 

Chinese side, specifically due to the negotiations with PRC whether in the case of investments or 

other mutual cooperation. The topics such as One China Policy, human rights were deliberately 

avoided in order to meet conditions set by PRC.  

A turnover occurred in 2018, when the Czech National Office for Cyber and Information 

Security warned against the use of some technologies by the company Huawei2. The action which 

is not in favor as from the perspective of EU Member State, is that The Office of the President 

Milos Zeman accepted the donation of Huawei cellphones in 2014. This happened even despite 

the warning from the Czech Security Services Intelligence, while Czech president was opposing 

to these claiming that there is lack of evidence. The Czech Republic suddenly became one of the 

main global actors in this discussion. Despite the Czech president’s statement in which he 

questioned the analysis of the Czech Security Services Intelligence, the Czech Prime Minister 

Andrej Babis refused, saying that the Czech Republic would follow the measures of other Member 

States of the European Union. Along with these steps comes the pan-European introduction of the 

so-called investments screening mechanism, which the Czech variant of it is definitely one of the 

stricter ones among the European countries3.  

 Another area of cooperation between EU Member States and China is the project Chinese 

Belt and Road Initiative and the EU’s role in it. Despite the criticism across the countries, the 

discussion is still going on and this project becoming more attractive even for European 

developing countries. However, the ambassadors of the 26 states in China, with the exception of 

Hungary, have signed a sharp report on the China’s Silk Road project, claiming that this project 

goes against European principles of a liberal and transparent market and benefits Chinese 

companies. Furthermore, European politicians also complained about the fact that they have been 

force to sign agreements in China to expand the Belt and Road Initiative on bilateral basis, which 

obviously giving PRC the advantage of being stronger partner. To sum up, EU- China cooperation 

has largely remained rhetorical instances of actual practical cooperation. The BRI, could brought 

                                                 

2 Pavel, T. (2018b, December 17). Software i hardware společností Huawei a ZTE je bezpečnostní hrozbou. Nukib.cz. 

https://nukib.cz/cs/infoservis/aktuality/1303-software-i-hardware-spolecnosti-huawei-a-zte-je-bezpecnostni-

hrozbou/ 

3 Financial Times. (2019, April). European foreign policy: a new realism on China. Michael Peel, Lucy Hornby a 

Rachel Sanderson. https://www.sipotra.it/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/European-foreign-policy-a-new-realism-on-

China.pdf 
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more potential future cooperation, but as was mentioned the bilateral cooperation with each state 

is more common than mutual cooperation on the EU level, and so, far EU remains out of the BRI 

project. In the case of BRI, despite warmly welcomes and supports by Czech politicians, The 

Czech Republic follows the position of other European countries and the statements which being 

issued in this matter by EU4. 

 An important area and common topic in the EU are human rights, which is traditional 

domain of Czech Foreign Policy but also one of the pillars of the EU, as a normative power. It is 

obvious that dialogue based on human rights does not work very well between EU and PRC. The 

European Union together with the United Kingdom and Canada, has imposed sanctions on four 

senior Chinese government officials for human rights violations in the Xinjiang Autonomous 

Region. The European parliament thus passed the resolution condemning the treatment faced by 

members of the Uyghur ethnic minority in China5. Into this occasion, China reacted immediately 

with its own retaliation against European legislators, academics and institutions. Besides that, PRC 

banned all sanctioned person and their family members from entering Chinese territory including 

Hong Kong and Macao. Additionally, organizations and institutions associated which are related 

to that are prohibited from trading with PRC. All  governments of the member state, except 

Hungary agreed to the sanctions against PRC, thus this gesture showed a unified position of all 

the EU Member States6. As the result of Chinese sanctions against European legislators and 

institutions, on 20 May, 2021 the European Parliament voted by a large majority to suspend the 

ratification of the Comprehensive Agreement on Investments (CAI) with China after 7 years of 

negotiation between European Union and PRC. These were first announced by the EU, in a 

coordinated step together with Great Britain and Canada, following earlier US action. Beijing has 

responded with sanctions aimed directly on EU institutions such as: Political and Security 

Committee of the Council of European Union and Subcommittee on Human Rights of the 

European Parliament.  

                                                 

4  Heide, D., Hoppe, T., Scheuer, S., & Stratmann, K. (2018, April 17). China First. Handelsblatt. 

https://www.handelsblatt.com/english/politics/china-first-eu-ambassadors-band-together-against-silk-

road/23581860.html?ticket=ST-106690-HBpQAii1dtSTeyUYXIBZ-ap3 

5  Evropský parlament odsoudil perzekuci Ujgurů v Číně. (2020, December 18). Euroskop.cz. 

https://www.euroskop.cz/8956/36117/clanek/evropsky-parlament-odsoudil-perzekuci-ujguru-v-cine/ 

6 K. (2021, April 27). EU vyhlásila sankce proti čínským představitelům za porušování lidských práv v Sin-ťiangu. 

Sinopsis. https://sinopsis.cz/eu-vyhlasila-sankce-proti-cinskym-predstavitelum-za-porusovani-lidskych-prav-v-sin-

tiangu/ 
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6.2.2. Visegrad Group 

 After twenty-five years of development, the Visegrad Group countries present a unique 

Central European sub-regional format that provides participating countries with opportunities that 

no other existing platform. A “communication platform” has been built which, provides scope for 

the actual implementation of individual countries and for finding added value for the region as 

such. At the late 1980s and the beginning of the 1990s, the dominant narrative – in line with the 

dissident Central European countries tradition, was a join effort to overcome the division of 

Europe. This broad-based goal was replaced in the 1990s by the concept “return to Europe” and 

the associated reference to regional cooperation in the form of mutual integration assistance during 

2000s. After the achieving the integration goals, the V4 narrative was established as a “regional 

brand” during a period of groping about the meaning and purpose of V4. Shifts in the perception 

of Visegrad Group are related to overall changes in the international environment. After 2014, the 

Visegrad Group began to become known, mostly in negative sense as a weak group, deeply divided 

due to pressure from other hegemonies such as Russia, or China. The Visegrad Group excels in 

number of strengths, thanks to that it represents a unique format of sub-regional cooperation. This 

also applies to possible bilateral tensions and problems, which V4 helps to alleviate and, on the 

contrary, to enhance bilateral ties.  

 In general, the most dynamically developing area of Chinese activity is perceived in the 

Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia) where it is based on the 

interpersonal interaction. For instance, academic exchange between China and the countries of 

Central Europe compare to EU operates in a large numbers of formats, such as intergovernmental 

agreements, inter-university or inter-faculty level, cooperation within institutes, organizations, or 

within 17+1 platform or BRI.  In this context it is worth to mention that local non-profit and non-

governmental organizations maintain contacts with various Chinese organizations. However, 

Visegrad Group, is does not cooperate within the whole, i.e. the V4, but operates at the bilateral 

level, that means that each of the state being approached differently, within different goals and 

outcomes. China with the Central European countries exchange in many fields such as: academia, 

culture, local NGOs, building political networks, that are maintain a close contact with Chinese 

representatives. All these activities are not controlled by EU, and in most of the cases is lack of 

transparency.  In general, the area of relations between the Chinese government and the local 

public obviously increased through last 15 years. The number of scholarships paid by the PRC’s 

government has rapidly increased, and Chinese interest on the local media, journalists on social 

networks is very obvious. In all countries of V4 the pressure from Chinese side significantly 
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increased, while the outcomes remain across countries different and to some extent unfulfilled. 

Thus, cannot be said that China approach V4 states in the same way, all the actions are determined 

by the political background and its reaction of local societies. In the area of relations between 

Chinese companies and local governments or regions, most cases could be found in Hungary and 

Poland. In the Czech Republic the scandal related to the CEFC caused negative impact across the 

whole country7.  

 Based on the information presented, I believe that I do not consider the Chinese public 

diplomacy in the context “out of the country” to be effective. Despite the fact that there is a 

relatively large part of the Czech Republic, supporting the PRC and its taken actions, I do not 

think, that this has a significantly affected the Czech Republic’s position towards international 

organizations such as the European Union, or the V4.  The Czech Republic, as a state that is part 

of the transnational groups adheres to the discourse of these entities. Despite the occasional 

controversial statement by Czech representatives, that were criticized by the European countries, 

I believe that the operations of Chinese PD have not affected the Czech’s approach towards the 

EU, nor the view of the Czech Republic by other countries. In particular, Czechia continues to 

adhere to the current coherent discourse of the EU as a whole. Unlike Hungary or Greece, which 

can be speculated to deviate from European coherent approach and “play” more in favor of China, 

while they depending on China’s financial support, as they were opposing sanctions towards the 

PRC.  

 China in Central Europe does not use a one-size method that fits to all approach to achieve 

the goals. Although, its goal to create a friendly or at least friendlier environment for its interest 

abroad is similar in the Central European countries. The used tactics depends on the local political 

climate, geopolitical importance of the country and level of the mutual cooperation. Thus, the 

perception of China is very different not only among the EU states, but also among the member 

states of V4. At the beginning of the Czech-Sino relations development seemed that the Czech 

Republic will play a significant role in the platform 17+1, BRI, inflow of Chinese investment etc. 

This position was mainly due to the great affection of Czech politicians to the Chinese officials 

and their demands. However, the Czech Republic in comparison to other countries remains with 

unfulfilled investments and incentives, with strong anti-Chinese influence attitude across the 

                                                 

7 Asociace pro Mezinárodní otázky (AMO), & Filip Šebok, Ivana Karásková. (2020, August). Cukr a bič: nástroje 

prosazování čínského vlivu v České republice. AMO. http://www.amo.cz/wp-

content/uploads/2020/08/Mapinfluence_policy-paper_cukr-a-bic.pdf 
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society. Despite all the political scandals that took place in Czechia regarding the matters related 

to PRC, seems that the Czech Republic remains strong partner of international organizations 

emphasizing the observance of common values.  

The official trip to Taiwan held by the Czech Senate with President Milos Vystrcil, showed 

that Czech Republic might also represent a leading position, considering that Czechia was the first 

European country to make an official visit to Taiwan at such a high political level. Furthermore, 

Czechia has never blocked voting in the EU, in the context of sanctions towards the EU. Therefore, 

can be considered that the impact of Chinese PD, whether negative or positive, is remaining rather 

on the domestic scene, while not extended to foreign affairs towards the international 

organizations.  Thus, I firmly believe, that this is confident evidence that Chinese PD in a foreign 

context remains relatively ineffective in the case of the Czech Republic, and thus with the help of 

the external factors which considered as the environment outside of the Czechia such as EU and 

V4, was presented that the influence of Chinese PD remains very low, due to the operating based 

on the bilateral level, and thus Czech approach towards the external environment has not been 

changed or affected.  

   

6.3. Internal Indicators 

 

 6.3.1. Culture Representation 

 In the Chinese public diplomacy, the culture is considered as the heart and soul of the soft 

power, while also the key source of the state power. Undoubtedly, the culture has seen as an 

important tool for China to increase its awareness among the societies worldwide. Through the 

cultural exchange, China’s official promotes the historical background, the uniqueness, but also 

interfere to the inner environment of the target country, while build the networks across the 

national structures. Initially, the culture as a tool of public diplomacy seemed very effective in 

gaining attractiveness in the Czech Republic. At the beginning when the restart of Czech-Chinese 

relations, the exhibitions that took place in the Prague Castle (president’s residency), were to some 

extent welcome and aroused curiosity by the Czech side. However, due to their timing, the 

exhibitions of Chinese art were soon combined into a China’s project of expansion into European 

post-communist countries. Despite, the fact that exhibitions were criticized mainly by experts for 

the lack of professional consultation, can be considered relatively successful.  

 One of the examples of efforts to develop relations based on the culture representation in 

term to build up friendly environment for Chinese interests in the Czech Republic was the 
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establishment and functioning of the Confucius Institutes. Although, initially the attempts to 

establish institutions such as these brought a lot of insecurity and questions, the cultural exchange 

and attractiveness took a place. When China applied for the establishment of CI at Charles 

University in Prague, the attempt was initially not welcomed among Czech academia and refused. 

Finally, it took place and in 2007 was opened the first CI in Olomouc. It may be considered that 

Czech society is into some extent interested in Chinese culture. Despite the growing insecurities 

and negative experience with the operating of CI abroad, the second CI was established 2018, in 

the capital city Prague. This may be an indicator that to a certain extent there is a relatively high 

interest among Czech citizen in the Chinese culture. Due to the fact that CI are directly organized 

under the leadership of CCP and in close collaboration with Chinese Embassy, however it may 

also be an indicator, that Chinese government is interested in expanding its horizons in the Czech 

Republic.   

 However, despite the fact that the Chinese government has invested a lot of funds to 

develop greater cultural networks, I do not think is has led a positive impact or great response to 

that among Czechs. Firstly, Chinese culture has not in my view, undergone modernization, and 

offers anything modern except a reference to the ancient cultural legacy. Therefore, I think that 

youth do not approach the study of Chinese language nor culture with any active interest. 

Paradoxically, despite considerable efforts taken by China’s officials, the number of students 

interested in studying major Sinology or the Chinese is rather decreasing throughout the years. 

While, the interest in Asian culture is growing in the case of Japanese or Korean studies. These 

cultures compare to China’s approach are presenting freedom, modernization and have the 

opportunity to attract the youth with something new, modern for example: music, fashion, anime, 

cosmetics products, etc. Due to the fact, that Chinese culture cannot be considered effective, as 

evidenced that since exhibitions, which took place in 2013. 2014, the mutual cultural exchange 

did not increase significantly.  

Furthermore, the fact, Chinese culture has been politicized, thus the culture approach is 

completely under the CCP supervision, is not improving the whole. Artists do not have the 

opportunity to grow freely and thus adapt to the growing freedom of modern art. Moreover, the 

presentation of Chinese culture is strongly based on the communist rhetoric, that in the case of the 

Czech Republic can evokes nostalgia with the communist era which took place over 60 years in 

the Czech Republic, which especially among young generation trigger anger and sadness. The 

Chinese government has recognized the need to improve China’s image in order to serve its 

presence worldwide, while in the command of prominent officials to apply Chinese political 
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rhetoric, and use the culture as a cover. The culture then turning into the tool of spreading Chinese 

propaganda, and the main promoter of government actions were lead a negative impact, and not 

receiving well. Thus, China is not only spreading its own cultural heritage abroad, the country 

aims to achieve goals related to the enhancing domestic social cohesion and strengthen “culture 

security”. In the Czech Republic, thus Chinese cultural diplomacy is seen more as propaganda, 

and on the contrary is not so welcomed.  

Even though China has adopted a unique strategy, i.e. emphasizing strong Czech-Chinese 

friendship by buying the fairy-tale character The Mole, which is warmly popular among the Czech 

society. Therefore, hypothetically, it could significantly contribute to the greater popularity and 

acceptance of Chinese approach in the Czech environment, even so I consider the culture as tool 

to be less effective and successful among the tools that are introduced in this thesis.  

 

6.3.2.  Education and Science 

 Academic cooperation between Chinese and Czech universities has developed 

significantly in recent years. The cooperation is taking place on faculty or university level, and 

specific institutes or centers. The numbers of Chinese scholarships offered has also rapidly 

increased and currently, Czech students have more opportunities to study in China. Scholarships 

are offered also by Confucius Institutes, or directly from partner universities, twinning cities or 

provinces. According to the Chinese Embassy from 2018 data, is evident that within various 

programs approximately 400 Czech students studied in China. On the contrary, the total number 

of Chinese students in the Czech Republic remains relatively low, the development has been quite 

dynamic last five years, and for instance, the Czech Republic records by far the largest increase 

among the Visegrád Group states. However, the interesting fact is that in terms of exchange student 

programs, and academic cooperation in general, the trend is still rather decreasing. This can be 

attributed to an increasing number of study opportunities worldwide or the growth of negative 

perception of China in the country.  

 On the contrary, the support for Chinese citizens to study the Czech language is 

significantly growing. According to the statistics, the lectures besides Czech language also 

includes the Bohemian culture, and traditions, in order to acknowledge Chinese students with the 

realities of daily life in Central Europe in general. Currently, the study of Czech and Bohemian 

culture is available at up to 10 universities, and apparently, the demand is increasing, which shows 

that cooperation in the academic field brought closer attention in China.  

 In general, academic exchanges are usually not framed within the concept of governance 
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and remains apolitical. Following the Czech model, academia is associated with establishing 

platforms and especially synergies for unbiased research and its related collaboration. However, 

considering that China’s education system is coordinated according to the restricted order, and 

lacking academic freedom the mutual understanding may not be properly fulfilled, and thus 

common values might differ. Chinese PD in academic discourse is very well constructed and 

organized. The strategy is used in such a way as to arouse the interest in of addressed audience. 

For instance, Czech students warmly welcome the stipends in order to gain acknowledgement 

about the exotic place, to get the opportunity to learn the language with the vision of enhancing 

promising career. In academia, it is not expected that a mutual exchange of knowledge to be part 

of the source of networks which could be misused in favor of the state to promote its own long-

term interests.  

According to my view the strategy, which is applied and used by China is very effective. 

The academic and scientist’s exchanges are considered as a need for the future potential growth 

and innovation goals, which are the main outcomes of the cooperation among the academia. 

However, so far the China’s model seems more like using its academic cooperation in order to 

achieve its political goals on the global scales, and it is including the Czech Republic as well. First 

of all, is necessary to point out that China’s model differs from the Czech view on the principle of 

academic freedom, where raise questions and rejecting is almost impossible especially across the 

social sciences. Secondly, China’s networks among the academia in the Czech Republic is well 

developed and for the first glance, it appears to some extent as mutually beneficial. China’s 

academic exchanges are very well structured, in terms of higher education facilities, also are very 

often connected with the high ability to fund language courses or research programs.  

Thirdly, PRC through the academic cooperation could “educate” about its own running 

projects through the established academics centers, the sponsored lectures, and the using of its 

own interpretation of the narrative, in particular deliberately avoid the topics, which could lead to 

a negative impression about China. To a certain extent, similar procedures were applied in the 

Czech Republic, if I take into account all the recent events, I firmly believe, that the collaboration 

in Education and Scientist sectors is one of the most effective tools of Chinese PD. 

Aforementioned, from the Czech perspective academia is an area that as a rule remains apolitical, 

thus closer cooperation, whether on the partner university basis or among individual scientists, 

could initially seem to be innocent as the source of acknowledgement. However, regarding the 

recent events which took place, was found that the cooperation among the universities and 

institutions is being involved in the Chinese efforts to influence academic independent discourse. 
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Among the tools, which are being used in the Czech Republic are specifically: awarding stipends, 

financial support for the running academics institutes or projects, evident pressure on (auto) 

censorship among scientists and professors (deliberately avoiding the topics of human rights via 

chapter V.).  

To sum up, I personally believe, that academic exchanges with other countries regardless 

of the regime or geography still can contribute to the discourse, and should not be stopped. In 

order to prevent and keep effective academic cooperation, it is necessary to ensure academic 

freedom and independence among the students, professor and scholars. Thus, it is necessary to 

approach each collaboration so that there is mutual benefit, that not limit the academic autonomy 

at the universities. The networks and strategies that China has scored in Czech society can be 

determined as effective, as they successfully promote its model through public diplomacy.  

 

6.3.3. Media and Communications Accesses 

 The media is a key and common instrument of public diplomacy among the countries, if 

only for the fact that Chinese media differ from other states because they are state-controlled, 

particularly in many cases state-owned. If we want to examine the function and efficiency of 

Chinese media, this fact needs to be taken into account, because how media are used varies within 

the country system, actors. China ś officials accuse the Western Media responsible for the creating 

of negative image abroad, thus Beijing is very sensitive to the foreign perception of China and 

invested a lot of effort into its own media sites operating inside and outside of the country. PRC 

built huge English spoken media networks to inform outside of the world. Furthermore, they made 

their own “Voice of China”, which is called China Radio International, with broadcasting in many 

languages, and it is also located in the Czech Republic. 

In the Czech Republic, the main source of Chinese media is CRI (Chinese Radio 

International), which broadcasts in the Czech language. The CRI very closely cooperated with the 

Chinese Embassy in Prague, thus is obvious that all media content is being under the control of 

China ś government. Besides the official websites, China is also active on Czech social networks, 

especially in the last two years. The Chinese Embassy created its profile on Facebook in 2015 and 

started to promote its own post through paid advertising in an effort to hit the widest audience. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, China ś Embassy is very active also on Twitter, when 

consistently promoted “China Story”. CRI works in close cooperation with the Chinese Embassy, 

therefore the content of their post often does not differ in any way. CRI also makes extensive use 

of paid promotion on its social media platforms. 
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China used “the win heart strategy“ in order to create The Mole Studio (named after a 

popular Czech toy). This studio, moderated by Czech speaking Chinese editors, comment on 

various topics related to China. Mostly, in the form of audiovisual recordings that depict China in 

the best light. The quality of CRI broadcasting is very poor, for the language insufficiency, the 

inappropriate wording with the strong political rhetoric contains its contributions. CRI thus did 

not reach a large number of listeners, and according to data from 2020, it shows only up to 10 

subscribers, which is a very low number. Considering, that the Czech Republic is a state that was 

under communist supervision for over 50 years and experienced literally “years of darkness” 

associated with it, it is understandable that similar procedures will not be successful and effective 

in the Czech Republic. 

Although has been noted that so far China’s efforts to influence the public and media 

discourse is relatively unsuccessful, it does not mean that the Czech Republic media are not ahead 

of Chinese influence sufficiently protected. In recent years, China has realized that for Western 

audiences, the media production has not been successful enough, thus they applied procedures “to 

buy” the local journalists, who are aware of what methods use in order to attract an audience. In 

the case of the Czech Republic, the small size of the Czech media market and the method of 

financing the media, thus allowing China (as well as other potential foreign actors) to put strong 

pressure on the local media. In this context, it is important to pay attention to the increase in 

CITIC ś shareholding Médea, one of the largest agencies, which took place in April 2020. 

Aforementioned, greater visibility is gained through messages about China communicated by local 

political and the economic elites or other intermediaries.  

A clear example is PR agency C&B Reputation Management, which assisted in 

establishing and operating the think-tank Sinoskop led by sinologist and interpreter Vít Vojtěch. 

The costs of operating the think-tank were covered by Home Credit, which has a great interests 

and business sites in the China´s market. Sinoskop, presents itself as “moderate” towards China, 

while inconspicuously shifted the view on China in a positive way. In these cases, the improvement 

of China’s image in the Czech Republic was not done directly by China itself, but with the help 

of Czech intermediaries on the basis of their own interests. Therefore, I consider the media as the 

tool of Chinese PD to be ineffective, because the Chinese broadcastings itself had not reached any 

efficient success among the Czech audience. While the considerable success in shaping the Czech 

audience is due to the Czech assistance, which is using these steps to improve China ś image in 

favor of achieving its own interests.   
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6.3.4. Politics and Economic 

 Recently, a larger number of Czech politicians are profiled on the issue of relations with 

China. Some of their statements and actions taken are often aimed at domestic audience rather 

than China and are associated with the domestic political struggle. China responds to these actions 

either by “threatening” or by “rewarding” among the political circles. The efficient part of these 

circles is made up of the current and former politicians, who are now lobbying and talking for 

China, which leads to the problem to determine the whole networks and distinguished whether the 

influence is caused directly by China or whether it spreads in the Czech political environment. It 

seems that it is local actors who are effectively communicating and participating in the process. 

The intermediaries also together form a narrative, and their positive view of China, which is way 

more digestible to the local audience than if only China has spread the narrative by itself. The last 

15 years of building Czech-Sino relations at the intergovernmental level was significantly 

developed, and the expressions and the mutual affection among the chosen circles rapidly growth. 

China’s approach during that time was largely reactive, as it actively reacted to the changing 

environment on the Czech political scene. During that period, the Chinese interfering in the Czech 

domestic policy rapidly increased. As presented in the chapter V, Beijing reacted to different 

political events and did not hesitate to threaten politicians, who did not act in favor of China, while 

also rewarded those who were participating in strengthening the Czech-Chinese relations, with 

increased attention and the promise of economic benefits, or rewards. The most important fact is 

that during its operation in the Czech Republic, China has managed to build an extensive network 

among politicians, and influential people who help PRC to increase its influence and additionally 

adapt the Czech environment to China ś demands in exchange for financial benefits, and other 

rewards. In addition to political circles, China has built a strong bond among the economic sector, 

which is often closely related to the ties with influential personalities in the Czech environment.  

 One of the most important tools of Chinese public diplomacy and it ś operating in the 

Czech Republic is the Chinese ties with the Czech political elites, which were build up and 

maintained through various invitations to China, offers of interviews in the Chinese state media 

and financial opportunities. The traditional partner is The Czech Communist Party (KSČM), which 

is a stable supporter of deepening Czech-Chinese relations, due to shared common perspective and 

values. However, the Czech Communist Party is limited in order to shape policy towards China, 

due to its weak position in the government. Therefore, China focuses on building its connections 

across the political spectrum, thus China oriented on Social Democrats, and since 2006 is actively 

developing its collaboration. Particular attention should be paid to the fact that usually former 
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social democratic politicians, become lobbyists and in the end actively intervened into Czech-

Chinese relations. Involved politicians are usually those who used to be at the prominent high 

official positions, so they have not only information but also useful contacts with which they have 

access and ability to help China strengthen their networks as for example Former Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Jan Kohout (SD), former Prime Minister Jiri Paroubek (SD), former Minister of 

Defense Jaroslav Tvrdik (SD). Furthermore, China does not limit itself only to left-wing parties, 

but establishes ties across the whole political spectrum, for instance, Former Prime Minister Jan 

Necas (The Civic Democratic Party), Jan Zahradil who is defending China in the public debate, 

also represents Civic Democratic Party and its chaired at the EU. China has achieved its efforts 

and set up a large group of politicians and lobbyists who are contributing to advance Chinese 

interests and gradually link economic networks, with political ones and vice versa.  

To conclude, many former prime ministers and other former high political leaders, today 

operate in a lobbying environment where their clients include Chinese companies and their 

interests. China has also the great advantage that Czech President Milos Zeman is one of the 

“loudest” pro-Chinese voice in the country. He vehemently fights for deepening Czech-Chinese 

relations and the mutual cooperation, he has been very often criticized for acting in the interests 

of China more than his own country. According to my view, The Czech president along with other 

politicians helped to create a friendly environment in which China clearly has an easier approach 

to meet its demands. I consider these political and economic networks as the most effective 

strategy and key instruments that China applied through its PD. Firstly, through this cooperation, 

China gaining contacts among institutions, organizations, thus its influence could be spread across 

more spheres, which results in a higher intensity. Secondly, the interconnection and involvement 

of individual sectors, could bring significant results and in a shorter time interval. Third, gaining 

a certain degree of affection and entering the targeted state is much easier when the country has 

access to governmental, but also non-governmental sector. 

 

6.4. The outbreak of COVID-19 as Indicator 

 

 The outbreak of COVID-19 which caused worldwide pandemic is deserved to be in the 

subchapter itself. I believe, that this situation was and is being used by the Chinese side as a tool 

of public diplomacy, in sense of promoting long term Chinese political goals and consolidating 

Czech-Chinese relations. It is important to mention that COVID-19 as a public diplomacy 

instrument must be considered from the perspective of external and internal indicator, as this 
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situation is closely related to other foreign actors. The whole developing process of pandemic was 

the subject of chapter V, thus in this subchapter the attention will be paid to its evaluation whether 

COVID-19 could be considered as a new tool of Chinese PD, and whether it is in the Czech 

Republic effective or not.  

 The COVID-19 pandemic struck the whole world in early 2020. China, which is most 

likely responsible for the source of the new disease was apparently the first country which 

somehow overcome it. After they stabilized the situation inside of the country, China started to 

conducting public diplomacy across the whole world, including the Czech Republic. Thus, 

pandemic definitely open the new chapter of Czech-Chinese relations. The development of the 

situation could be divided into several stages. 

 Firstly, China has launched a massive global campaign to change the narrative and 

discussion over the country of the virus origin. The Chinese Ambassador itself shared at his social 

media platforms the posts that contained the disinformation about the country of origin. To spread 

these contributions, the Chinese Embassy and CRI used their own social media, where they reffer 

to the articles contain the consipracy theories in order to present themselves in a better light and 

get rid of guilt. Secondly, the aim is to show the competence of the Chinese regime and to point 

out the weakness of Western countries. Furthermore, to point out that Chinese nation is strong and 

can cope even with the deadly virus. Czech press, almost continuously for a year, devoted itself to 

the Chinese environment and all the things related to the pandemic. Thus, I firmly believe that in 

the case of rising awareness among the Czech audience, that for this purpose it is works absolutely 

effective. Due to the fact that the Chinese government represents only positive information, such 

as Chinese solidarity during the pandemic, or the construction of a huge field hospital within one 

week in the peak of the pandemic, the Czech audience undoubtedlly aroused admiration towards 

PRC.  

 Two basic pillars can be observed in the Chinese strategy, the so-called Facemasks 

diplomacy and Vaccine diplomacy. As for Face mask diplomacy, the Czech Republic has a lot of 

experience with it. With millions of masks, respirators and test kits, China was trying to portray 

itself as a solidary partner, while denying its own mistakes in escalating crisis. I would say, that 

among the European states, rarely has been PRC that successul with this strategy as in the Czech 

Republic. The personal presence of Prime Minister Andrej Babis, and Minister of the Interior Jan 

Hamacek at the first arrival of medical supplies from China, including their exaggerating gratitude 

towards China, reached the goal, and at least commercially meet the success. PRC was also 

supported by a speech for TV by Czech President Milos Zeman, who in addition to thanking, 
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emphasized that China was only one country that was willing to help the Czech Republic during 

the pandemic. These words again reaffirm, how important and effective is for PRC to keep the 

builded networks across politics. President supported with these words despite the revealing that 

China ś medical supplies presented as the act of solidarity was actually shipment with the poor 

quality material and with excessive prices, however this fact was deliberately omitted by the 

president and by Czech pro-Chinese oriented politicians and intermediaries. 

 The situation with pandemic response became the core of China ś global reputation and 

influence. In the case of the Czech Republic, the Chinese Embassy consistently refers to the 

importance of strengthening Czech-Chinese relations, while presenting itself as the country that 

will always help Czech friends as it does currently during the ongoing pandemic. Along with the 

face masks later also vaccines became intensely political, and the medical supplies and became a 

new area for practicing soft power. Since April 2020, Xi Jinping has started to promote China ś 

vaccine as global goods. China responded to the political situation in the Czech Republic actively 

and started to interfere in domestic matters. For instance, in exchange for Chinese solidarity and 

assistance, China motioned to Czech representatives not to undertake a diplomatic trip to Taiwan. 

Czech pro-Chinese representatives followed these statements, specifically did not recommend the 

diplomatic trip to Taiwan while referring to possible loss of Chinese assistance with medical 

supplies.  

 Considering the interest of the Czech Republic in the Chinese vaccine even it has not yet 

been registered in the EU, was given a symbolic impression of Czech trust and devotion towards 

China. PRC, undoubtedly through mask and vaccine diplomacy tried to attempt the establishment 

of long-term relations based on the Czech dependency with China, and the possibility to 

successfully enter the market. China ś usage of the pandemic in terms of diplomatic instruments 

showed very effective results, that were used by CCP in order to promote and legitimize its regime. 

Thus, I firml believe, that COVID-19 undoubtedly could be presented as a new tool of Chinese 

public diplomacy, while conducting successful outcomes with it. 
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Chapter VII: Evaluation and Conclusion 

7.1. Evaluation of Research Questions 

 This section will briefly answer and examined the individual research questions and sub-

questions based on the measurement that was indicated in Chapter VI. 

 

1.What are public diplomacy tools that the People ś Republic of China is using in the 

Czech Republic? As the author stated in Chapter V., the key instruments which are used by China 

in order to practice its public diplomacy in the Czech Republic are according to author ś findings 

as follow: Culture Representation, Science and Education, Media and Communication Accesses 

and Political and Economic Networks.  

 

2.To what extent is Chinese public diplomacy activities effective in the Czech Republic? 

The effectiveness and contribution of all these factors were evaluated in each subchapter 

separately on the basis of the arguments and the steps which were taken. The effectiveness was 

measured on the basis of three main indicators such as External Indicators, Internal Indicators and 

COVID-19 Indicator. The evaluation was performed and included all factors that contributed to 

the slightest changes in the Czech discourse. The author evaluated that the most effective 

instruments are Education and Science, and Political and Economic Networks. While as least 

effective are considered Media and Communication Accesses and Culture Representation. The 

examination was performed on the basis of selected milestones and circumstances that lead to the 

certain changes and impacts in the Czech discourse, due to usage of China’s PD in the territory.   

 

 3. Whether the COVID-19 could be considered as a new tool of Chinese public diplomacy? 

The author concluded that due to the strengthening of the China ś position during the COVID-19 

pandemic, and its used global strategy, could be considered that China used the outbreak as a new 

tool for the flexing soft power. Therefore, in response to this research question was evaluated that 

COVID-19, evinces a potential tool of Chinese public diplomacy. In addition, it was evaluated 

that the lead in the sense of ow it was represented by China, shows a relatively strong and effective 

instrument that can contribute to the future shaping and development of China’s PD, both in the 

Czech Republic and worldwide.  

 

 In addition, the hypothesis: The increasing interactions of Czech politicians and other 
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actions taken with PRC, have led to rising self-confident public diplomacy and growing demands 

from the Chinese side, which resulted in a certain change in the Czech discourse was confirmed. 

China makes efforts to gain a certain influence over the Czech Republic across the different 

sectors. Undoubtedly, with the help of the political network, that was built over the years, can have 

easier access and interfere to the Czech discourse. In exchange for economic benefits, for current 

or former politicians and intermediates resulted in China ś growing demands, and deliberately flex 

the Czech discourse and its domestic matters. 

 

7.2. Conclusion 

 The aim of this thesis was to introduce the concept of Chinese Public Diplomacy towards 

the Czech Republic, additionally to identify Chinese the public diplomacy model, key instruments, 

strategy and finally interpreted the results of measurement whether the Chinese PD is effective or 

not. The interpreted evaluation presented the risks and impacts of political and economic networks 

in terms of interfering into Czech foreign policy, with potentially far-reaching consequences. 

Although the concept of Czech foreign policy towards the People’s Republic of China has not 

been officially changed, based on the evidence provided at the work, the undisputed fact remains 

that the Czech foreign policy deviated from the previous course towards China. According to 

mapping of Chinese activities and operations in the Czech Republic, including the visualization 

of the interconnection of key actors in negotiations with China, is obvious that the political and 

economic networks led such an impact on the Czech environment. These networks lead to a 

consistent strengthening of Chinese influence and its growing demands towards the Czech 

Republic. For instance, companies with strong access to PRC such as PPF, or CEFC certainly 

influence Czech foreign policy much more than should be common and acceptable in a transparent 

democratic environment.  

 This thesis was focusing at the Czech-Chinese relation from 2016 to May 2021, while 

visualizing the taken actions of individuals or groups, in order to examine the practices and its 

implications. The author identified the key instruments in Chinese PD, and based on primary and 

secondary sources analyzed whether these tools showing the successful outcomes or changes in 

the Czech discourse. Each tool was dedicated a special section, where the analysis and evaluation 

were performed on the basis of selected milestones.  

 China is active in all areas examined, albeit with varying effectiveness and intensity. With 

the regard to the development of Czech-Chinese relations, the significant success of China ś PD 

in the Czech Republic is mainly due to the access to political and economic networks. The fact 
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that pro-Chinese current and former politicians are participating in building an accessible 

environment, brought in a changes and the effective outcomes. Therefore, China ś government 

gaining the opportunities to access the Czech environment with its extensive activities across all 

sectors. Aforementioned, the building of strategically advantageous political networks leads to the 

active practicing of public diplomacy, which can be practiced even by an authoritarian regime, 

and still have successful results. Furthermore, with considerable influence in the political sphere, 

logically it is easier to enter other spheres, and thus have a greater opportunity to promote your 

own interests and goals. For these mentioned reasons, was the tool Political and Economic 

Networks considered as the most effective tool among used Chinese public diplomacy towards the 

Czech Republic.  

The author considers Education and Science to be the second most effective tool. As stated in the 

subchapter, which paid attention to the development in the education and science area, it was 

concluded that the most obvious mutual progress was made. On the contrary, the section of Culture 

Representation and Media were perceived with the less credibility, thus less effective. Both of 

these areas have not been sufficiently developed, and in particular modernized to adapt the Czech 

audience.  

 Last but not least, the author introduced the outbreak COVID-19 as a potential new tool of 

Chinese public diplomacy. Due to the recent events, this passage takes the work to the next level, 

as this topic has not yet been sufficiently analyzed, especially in the case of the Czech Republic. 

The author concluded that the uniqueness of COVID-19 presents sufficient evidence that the 

procedures used by China, can be clearly identified as a new tool to strengthen Chinese public 

diplomacy. 

 Effective evaluation of the real effects or impacts of public diplomacy have not yet reached 

an adequate attention among the scholars. The measurements of the effectiveness of public 

diplomacy itself is not examined at a sufficient level, thus the measurability is not based on 

accurate indicators.  It is hard to determine an accurate model, according to it we can evaluated 

and reach the results. In other words, the success of public diplomacy is assessed according to 

whether or not it improves or strengthen the state ś appearance in target country. To a certain 

extent, it can be said that measuring the effectiveness of public diplomacy is flexible, and 

evaluation is therefore very much based on the author ś subjective view. However, to reach and 

accurate assessment of public diplomacy, it is necessary to define its method and determined its 

chosen indicators. For this thesis was chosen three indicators, so internal, external and COVID-19 

as an indicator. The main attention was paid to the internal, while the external indicator was used 
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as additional indicator, that can provide observation from a different than domestic perspective, 

while offer the greater degree of objectivity and enhance author ś findings. 

 The author finds that despite the fact that the operation of China ś Public Diplomacy in the 

Czech Republic is very intense, the overall effectiveness and success, in general, is rather lower. 

The particular changes and strengthening tendencies are visible in specific areas, while some other 

parts present ineffective results. Although China ś PD may seem very weak and unsuccessful in 

some aspects, it should certainly not be underestimated, as it may have negative effects on 

countries in the long run in the near future. Therefore, I believe that this topic should not be 

marginalized and further examined from all possible perspectives. China is a state with a 

completely different political order that uses a unique techniques in promoting its interests. Thus, 

any closer cooperatio, whether in academia or within the economic sector or others, should take 

this fact into account and adapt to it. 

 Even though it was in the author ś greatest interest to provide the most extensive research, 

some aspects have received little attention and were mentioned only marginally. Future research 

should therefore take into account more factors, which can provide broader scope, and introduce 

more areas where public diplomacy can play a significant role. For instance, greater attention can 

be paid to external indicators, and take into consideration the other possible factors such as: the 

political system, quality and intensity of political relations, the position of the target country in the 

international environment, the evaluation from the perspective of implementing country, but also 

evaluate its impacts. 
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