
CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION 

 

     To enhance the interest and reduce the stress in writing English compositions, 

invention strategies have been used in two classes of 11-grade students for the last two 

years. During the period, both the participants and the writing instructor have tried 

and tested several innovative strategies to help write compositions. Though it is 

always hard and burdensome work to keep on brainstorming, writing, revising and 

correction, yet it is a profitable journey, for the participants have gained lots of 

valuable experience from a serial of "trial and error writing activities," and there are 

several findings drawn from the study. 

 

5.1  Summary of the Major Findings 

     In the present study, the researcher has used a revised grading scale to 

investigate and compare the degree of improvement between the pre-test and post-test 

writing. 

     The evaluation criteria were classified into five parts, each of which accounted 

for 20% of the whole score. The findings are as follows: 

Finding 1:  

In the first stage, a traditional product approach was applied, and the participant 

students got the highest scores (3.80) on the content, and language use part the lowest 

(2.66). The other three parts are organization (3.80), vocabulary (3.01) and mechanics 

(2.76). 
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Finding 2: 

     After the invention strategy skills were applied to help students write 

compositions, the content part got the highest average scores (4.40), but the language 

use part still got the lowest scores (3.20). Thereby, it is reasonable to conclude that the 

participant students had benefited much from the application of invention strategies in 

the composition instruction. 

Finding 3: 

     After the comparison of the degree of improvement between the pre-test writing 

and post-test writing, it was surprising to find that participant students had made the 

most progress in vocabulary part (6.4%). It seems to be reasonable to suppose that the 

participant students had improved themselves on the vocabulary by the increasing 

practicing opportunities in the process of using invention strategies. 

Finding 4: 

     When compared with the other four components, the organization part got the 

second highest scores on the degree of progress. The result can be explained by two 

aspects: one is that most of the participant students had learned a lot about the basic 

structure of a paragraph during the composition class. The other reason is that 

participants also benefited from constant exercise practice of invention strategies and 

improved the organization of their compositions. 

 

5.2  Pedagogical Implications 

    Though students have been taught how to write effectively by the use of 

invention strategies, yet to make a better improvement in writing, the following 

weaknesses should be paid more attention to and compensations should also be made. 
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5.2.1  The Need to Build A Solid Foundation of English Proficiency 

     In the present study, the first challenge for us to face is that most of the 

participants are the so-called "LEP" students. As Reid (1996) said, "These students are 

not beginners; rather they form a broad group of 'false beginners,' students with 

limited English skills whose overall English proficiency is more advanced than their 

English writing skills"(p.xi). In short, most of the subjects' English proficiency are 

poor or at mediocre level. Though having learned English for four or five years, they 

have learned some knowledge about English, but quite a few have never had the 

experience or training in English composition. 

    Reid (1996) also points out that it is unreasonable to expect students who are still 

inexperienced in language (English) proficiency to pick up a topic and write a 

paragraph, unless they have been experienced in the language and the process of 

written prose has been taught. Thus, it is advisable to improve learners' language 

proficiency first before they make an attempt to write English compositions. 

    To lay a good foundation of English proficiency, it is suggested that students 

should do a lot of reading before they do the writing. Generally speaking, reading and 

writing are not only closely related but indeed complementary to each other. Robinett 

and Li (1992) stated that "Reading and listening as receptive skills are contributive to 

writing and speaking, the productive skills. To be specific, ESL writing (output) 

should never be alienated from reading (input). Reading and writing are indeed 

complementary to each other in educational functions (p.171). 

     Consequently, students should make their best effort to do the reading, and only 

in this way can they build a solid foundation of English proficiency. 
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5.2.2  The Need for Knowledge of Process Writing  

     In addition to good English proficiency, it is necessary for writers to store up 

broad knowledge of writing expertise. Traditionally, instead of process approach the 

English teaching is dominated by product approach. Usually the writing teachers 

would give students a definite topic, and then the students write the composition as 

possibly as they could. After the 1960s, the process approach has gradually replaced 

the product approach and become popular and has been widely used up to the present 

time. From the viewpoints of proponents of process approach, a writer's writing 

ability is not in-born, and writing expertise can be and should be taught, especially in 

composition writing. 

    Based on the theory of process approach, in the present study invention strategies 

have been applied to the teaching of writing in senior high school. That's a reaction 

against the traditional writing methodology. Contrary to the product approach, a 

process approach should focus writing on the changes as follows (Reid, 1993): 

    ‧ an overall focus on the process rather than on the product of writing; 
‧ concentration by classroom teachers on composing processes rather than on 

literary discussion; 
‧ focus on the writer, and on the relationship between reader and writer, and 
‧ commitment to the idea that teaching effective, successful writing is possible 

(p.2). 

                                              

      In the present study, some invention strategies of the process approach have 

been used in English composition. In the beginning stage, though most of the 

participants were poor in English proficiency and in lack of English writing 

experience, yet most of them have made a significant progress in English writing. 

Therefore, it is confirmed that teaching effective, successful writing is possible. And 

broadening the knowledge of process writing is needed and beneficial, for it helps not 
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only students' writing but also teacher' instruction. 

5.2.3  The Need to Hold A Positive Attitude Towards Writing 

In the process approach, it is crucial that student-writers should hold a positive 

attitude and take an active role to guarantee a successful writing. 

Though by the use of invention strategies, the traditional composition classes 

are no longer so boring and torturous, they have become much more challenging. In 

the present study, some of the students still did not get much improvement both in 

English learning and English writing, probably most of them are the passive learners. 

As to the role of the learner, few people would disagree that a student-writer 

needs to be actively engaged in the writing process. In the Teaching ESL Composition, 

Jane B. Hughey, et al.(1983) view the learner not as a passive slave to habits but as an 

active agent constructing a coherent view of the world (p.50 ).  

Moreover, he also refers to students and teachers as collaborators and partners, 

and in the task of learning to write, students should not passively wait to be taught; 

instead, they should take the responsibility for their own learning. They should not 

rely solely on the teachers and wait for the teachers to explain the next procedure. In 

short, successful learners should have a sense of adventure, a willingness to explore 

for themselves and move beyond the formalized setting. 

 

5.3  The Limitations of the Study 

This study of invention strategies was conducted in the rural area in the central 

Taiwan. Like many other studies, the researcher had encountered several imitations 

which restrained the study from being conducted successfully in the due course.  

First, most of the participants were LEP (Limited English Proficiency) 
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students. They still had not yet had a good command of English. It was always a very 

difficult, if not impossible, job for them to write any English composition, and thus, 

poor English ability discouraged them from participation in the present study.  

Second, English composition here in senior high school was an optional 

course. Students usually met the class two hours a week, so the writing instructor did 

not have enough chance to have a close contact with his/her students. Moreover, the 

score of English composition section accounted for only a rather small percentage 

(20%) in the yearly Joint Entrance Exam, so the students were neglectful and 

unwilling to spend too much time on it. In other words, students' reluctant and 

neglectful attitudes towards English composition writing would have a negative 

influence on the validity of the present study. 

Third, the size of sample compositions (182 copies) was not large enough, so 

the result of the study could only be used to clarify some small "blind spots" of EFL 

high school writing, an overly generalization of the study result was not yet 

appropriate, and for a wider generalization a large number of sample compositions 

were needed. 

 

5.4  Suggestions for Future Studies 

     This study has examined and compared the effects of applying invention 

strategies on the teaching of EFL senior high school composition. Due to the 

limitations of the study, the researcher could only do a limited exploration about the 

invention strategies. Large parts of invention strategies are left for further study, say,  

Position Taking/Empirical Heuristics, and Information Gathering / Form Giving / 

Rational Heuristics. 
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      For the above-mentioned invention strategies, Position Taking/ Empirical 

Heuristics includes “Experiment/ Observation,” “Interview,” “Dialogue,” “Debate” 

and “Role Play,” and Information Gathering / Form Giving / Rational Heuristics 

include “Journalistic,” “Dramatistic,” “Questions,” “Cubing,” and “Classical 

Invention.” Most of the invention strategies are time-consuming but they are worth 

investigating. 

     Besides, for further research, the students’ response to the invention strategies 

can be taken into consideration, for most of the invention strategies are applied with 

lots of interesting activities, which would surely stimulate and ignite students' much 

interest and creativity in English learning and composition writing. 
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