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ABSTRACT 

 

The purpose of the present study is to explore the effects of pictures as cues 

supplied at different time periods, the picture before listening comprehension test 

(BLCT) and during listening comprehension test (DLCT).  More specific, it is 

focused on the comparisons of the effects of BLCT and DLCT on the high, middle 

and low proficiency groups.  Also probed are students’ responses to two 

questionnaires on the following issues. 

(1) The subjects’ previous English learning background as shown in        

   Questionnaire One; 

(2) The main listening problems the subjects encounter in the process of listening,  

   including the oral text, the listener and external aspects; 

(3) The subjects’ reactions to the listening comprehension with the picture format and 

their preference for the timing of picture-giving. 

The subjects of this study are 42 students of nine-grade junior high school 

students in Kuang-cheng Junior High School in Taichung County.  They are divided 

into three proficiency groups—the high proficiency group (HPG), the intermediate 

proficiency group (MPG) and the low proficiency group (LPG) according to the 

scores of the listening comprehension test in the subjects’ second mid-term 

examination.  At the beginning of the overall experiment, they are demanded  

to finish Questionnaire One.  After that, they are assigned to take two listening 

comprehension tests: a listening comprehension test with a picture before listening 
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and during listening.  After receiving the two treatments, the subjects are asked to 

complete Questionnaire Two to reveal their attitudes toward the listening 

comprehension tests with visual cues. 

The major findings of the present study are summarized as follows: 

(1) Although most of the subjects have learned English for more than three years,  

   they do not establish much confidence in their own listening ability due to the  

limited time of practice in listening.  Many of them do not support the idea of 

incorporating the listening comprehension test into the future high school entrance 

exam.  However, they express their eagerness for obtaining the teacher’s 

guidance in listening. 

(2) The worse the listeners achieve, the more listening difficulties they would come 

across, especially in the oral text and the listener himself/herself. 

(3) BLCT is more effective than DLCT.  This can be proved by the mean scores and 

standard deviation of BLCT and DLCT respectively. 

(4) As the three different proficiency groups are taken into consideration, BLCT lends 

itself to the low proficiency groups (LPG) and the intermediate proficiency groups 

(MPG). 

(5) Most of the subjects prefer the listening comprehension test with the picture 

format, particularly the visual cue before the listening activity. 

Based on the results of the study, the picture before listening benefits all of the 

three proficiency groups, especially the lower achievers.  The researcher suggests 

that English teachers in junior high school try to make good use of visual cues in 
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constructing listening comprehension tests to arouse students’ motivation and thus 

improve students’ listening comprehension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


