
CHAPTER 4 

 

ANALYSIS OF THE WATER SPLASHING FESTIVAL 

 

The festival culture is essentially away to continue to disseminate ethnic culture. It 

condenses the ethnic cultural, psychological, religious belief, moral standards as well as 

different cultural customs. In the Yunnan ethnic cultures, the festival culture shows the 

ethnic spirit and the vivid fable. Through external representation, it becomes the 

backbone of the Yunnan ethnic minorities to treasure their own traditional culture. 

Among all the ethnic minorities in Yunnan the W.S.F. of the Dai ethnic minority 

contains many cultural factors related to water. Dai's ideation, religion, lifestyle, social 

customs and the long-term accumulation of knowledge constitutes its traditional water 

culture. For several thousand years, the Dai people have clearly known that water is the 

most important element to maintain human life. In XSBN, the Dai ethnic minority is 

called the “ethnic of water”. The Dai people love water, worship it, and protect it. Water 

has become their mascot showing love and blessings to others. Therefore, the Dai 

people have formed the idea to advocate water blending into the ethnic spirit, and the 

idea has become Dai’s cultural essence. 

This chapter mainly analyzes “the internal and external significances of symbols and its 

contemporary values about Water Splashing Festival in Dai’s culture”. To illustrate this, 

it is divided into micro and macro dimensions.  
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4.1 Internal Significance of the Water Splashing Festival 
 
Local Folklore 

The water resource is important to the Dai’s social stability. It is closely linked with the 

local customs. Thus, it derives the diet, clothing, buildings and the ethnic characteristics 

of living near the water. The annual W.S.F of the Dai ethnic minority condenses these 

ethnic characteristics of ecological environment; thus it shows the correlation between 

water and the festival celebration. The following is the microscopic analysis of the 

relations between Dai's local folkways and the W. S. F.:  

1. The Dai ethnic minority are descendents of the Baiyue group, which has a long rice 

culture history. Agricultural production needs water, therefore the Dai have grasped 

knowledge about agricultural irrigation systems and water management since ancient 

times.1 They deeply emphasize water, abundantly develop their paddy rice culture, 

and take paddy rice as their staple food. The Dai people hope water can bring 

well-being to far away damage and disaster. Hence, this gradually accounts for the 

ceremony of water splashing to pray for blessings. In other words, Dai's agricultural 

economy is the major cause to contribute to the water splashing custom of the W.S.F.  

2. The Dais like to live near water. They pay close attention to hygiene. They bath in a 

river three times a day when it is hot. Therefore they are called “Water Dai” by other 

people. In XSBN, women like to wear tube-shaped skirts. The Dai ethnic minorities 

live mainly in tropical areas. The tube-shaped skirts are quite handy because they 

have good airflow and make bathing easy.2  

                                                 
1 See Chapter 1.1(Xishuangbanna: Natural Resources) for more information. 
2 Refer to Ch1.2 (The Dai’s lifestyle: traditional clothing and decoration). 
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3. Dai buildings are the integration of the geographical environment and the ecological 

environment. In Dai history, due to frequent wars and natural calamities, they had to 

migrate frequently. The migration activities often followed large rivers to pursue 

richer and more fertile lands with abundant water sources suitable for planting rice. It 

is an important characteristic of migration in Dai’s history. Dai people mainly live in 

basin areas with many rivers surrounding them.3 The floods have brought enormous 

harm to local residences. Therefore Dai traditional dwellings in XSBN are mostly 

built on stilts. The two stories bamboo building is the representative of XSBN’s 

dwelling houses. Its main room is on the second floor. Dai dwellings are generally 

low in elevation, high in temperature, rainy, moist, near rivers, flood frequently and 

easy to be destroyed by worms. However, the architectural design of rising above the 

ground has functions of waterproofing, flood prevention, limit animal attacks and 

keeps people off the damp earth.4 Warm in the winter and cool in the summer, it is a 

very effective and practical house. 

4. Dai people’s daily life and social activities is very closely related to water. Each 

village often has one or two wells, specifically for the purpose of drinking water. Up 

to today, although many villages have installed tap water systems, most villagers are 

still used to taking water from the wells. This is because the villagers believe that the 

well water originates from the forests and is much cleaner and tastes better than the 

artificial tap water. However, the river water is often used for laundering and bathing 

purposes. 

                                                 
3 See Ch2.1.2. (The Key Feature of Migration) for more details. 
4 See Traditional Architecture in Ch1.2.1. 
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5. Using the clear water to bath is to express luck when a baby is born. But when 

someone dies, people also use the pure water to clean his corpse. The water plays a 

special role both in luck and in eliminating the filthiness. It is the philosophy of the 

Dai people that humans originated from water, and will also finally return to water.  

6. The Dai New Year is also called W.S.F. by other people. During the festival, people 

usually use water to splash on others to express their best wishes because they 

regarded the water as a mascot. Taking water from the well or from the rivers are 

customs that most reflect on the abundant, propitious, and safe symbolic significance 

of the New Year.5 Hence, it is a most important matter when the New Year arrives. 

The custom of splashing water spreads well to the Dai areas because the Dai people 

have a close relationship with the ecological environment and the local customs and 

traditions. The Dai ethnic minority is an agricultural group, that lives in bamboo houses, 

digs water wells, and awes water. They know how to maintain good relations with water. 

The W.S.F. activities of Dai are merely its external symbolic representation. Its in-depth 

purpose is through the entertainment to achieve the harmonious status between people 

and gods, thus it causes the development of production, the peaceful life, and the 

balance of social cosmos. Its types and patterns are formed in the long-term life process. 

This is the dream of the Dai people. It is also the special psychology with beneficial 

values and legitimate customs. Hence, the Dai people express their thanks for water 

being the root of the Dai people life by having the festival. 

 

                                                 
5 See Chapter 2.1 for the detailed records of the Dai water culture. 
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Ethnic Religion  

The religious activities are a common phenomenon of human society. There is no 

denying that people in different societies develop their own relation with supernatural 

phenomenon. Even in the early stages, every ethnic group has a complex religious life. 

The Dai people are not an exception. The Dai’s traditional belief is animism. In addition 

to gods, spirits also play an important role in Dai’s belief system. The past life was 

nearly always connected with the primitive religion taboo. The water sacrifice is a 

specific representation of the Dai people’s culture. Of course, recognizing the sacrifice 

is a major channel to understand the Dai’s culture.  

The indigenous water worship of the Dai people has two actual meanings. First is to 

pray for the abundant harvest. Second is to avoid disaster and receive good fortune. The 

object of Dai worship is the water spirits. The purpose of it shows great respect for 

water and hopes to strengthen Dai’s social life and economic base. Water is an important 

medium for Dai’s religion and it plays a special role in Dai's religious activities. 

Normally, Dai people express their desire through water. To pray for rain is part of the 

W.S.F.  Actually it is the worship of natural forces. These religious rites have come 

down from time immemorial. In ancient times the Dai people were in a limited situation 

to understand the natural forces. They attempt through different ceremonies to pray to 

the gods or the spirits to protect them. Dai people believe in Theravada in XSBN, while 

chanting scripture, people often express their desires by splashing water. 

In Dai New Year, the first important activity is to bath for the Buddhist status with clear 

water. Its in-depth meaning was still to display that Dai people give praise and aspire 

worship to water. Either way from the outward behavior or the internal significance of 
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water splashing, it has already further expressed the celebration and tribute to Buddhism. 

Dai people in XSBN believe in Buddhism and primitive religion. Their primitive 

religion and various sacrificial rites are more material—oriented than Buddhism which 

attaches great importance to spiritual pursuits such as aspiration and hope.6  The 

primitive religious rite, its content and form is much more concrete, realistic, and 

stresses the material aspects. However, in Buddhism, people pursue mainly spiritual 

fulfillment and seek mental hope.  

Since the Great Leap Forward campaign in 1958, the Dai's religious belief undergo 

great impact. Not only their indigenous religious activities were restricted, but also the 

monks were forced to become secularized. During the “Cultural Revolution”, both the 

temples and the pagodas were destroyed, farming rituals as part of the indigenous 

religion and water splashing activity were also banned. After the Cultural Revolution, 

all the religious activities were restored, with the difference being that before the 50s, 

more than 90％ of the boys of the village had to be novices in the temple, but now the 

figure had dropped to about 50％.7 

Based on the views of Yang, Li-Jen(楊麗珍)8 “Buddhism has profound influence in 

Southeast Asian countries, not only in their history, moreover in their real life as well. 

Just like the Chinese Dai ethnic minority in Burma, they nearly have as many Buddhist 

holidays every year. However, this did not explain the W.S.F. which represented the 

Buddha Birth Day Festival or the Bathing Buddha Festival”.  So the saying that the 

                                                 
6 Yang, Guang-Yuan, 2002, pp.75-76. 
7 Guo, Jia-Ji, 1998, pp.128-129. 
8 Yang, Li-Zhen, “Shi lun Water Splashing Festival ji qi chuan shuo”, Dai zu wen xue tao lun hui lun wen 

ji: Zhong Guo Min Jian Wen Yi Press, 1982,p.212. 
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W.S.F. is the Buddha Birth Day Festival is a misrepresentation. It is verified from 

Yang’s viewpoint. In fact, it is the Dai’s idea that the so called W.S.F. is the New Year in 

Dai calendar and marks the beginning of a year, in order to send off the past year and 

welcome the new one. The beginning of the New Year is decided by the position of the 

solar motion cycle. In other words, Dai people actually celebrate the Dai New Year but 

not the Buddha Birth Day Festival or the Bathing Buddha Festival.  

Dao Jeng-Ming (2007 interview) indicates that the past water splashing was only a 

festival action with Dai people welcoming the New Year in XSBN. Although the 

festival has a close relationship with Buddhism, it is not necessarily a religious holiday.  

Social Function 

Water has a rich cultural significance in Dai’s social life, and the W.S.F. is precisely the 

concrete manifestation of Dai water culture. For Dai people, water is not merely for 

daily using, its vital role consists in its extremely profound influence to the whole Dai’s 

social traditions and values. Here we treat the social functions of water for the Dai’s 

people from various opinions. 

1. To establish the foundation of agricultural development and to provide the 

requirements of the people’s livelihood. 

   Dai’s stable life has close relation with engaging in the rice farming activities. The 

inseparable relationship between water and the Dai people are like the relationship 

between water and fish. We should understand the Dai’s ecosystem, if we would like 

to know how importance water is to the Dai people. The Dai people attach great 

importance to ecology protection and consider the water source must be 

safeguarded.   
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According to old Dai sayings (interview with Si Dai Wang in 2007)9: 

Where there is the forest, there is the water 

Where there is the water, there is the farmland 

Where there is the farmland, there is the glutinous rice 

Where there is the glutinous rice, there is the Dai people 

From the old saying we can realize that water plays an important role in Dai’s 

agricultural development and livelihood. Water is the origin of Dai’s life, therefore 

they specially rely on it. Due to the abundant water resources, the Dai have 

developed a rich rice culture. Moreover, the Dai people in XSBN particularly like 

glutinous rice. Hence, water is essential to Dai’s life. 

2. To strengthen ethnic solidarity 

The festival celebration can strengthen ethnic solidarity. The Dai people adore water and 

they display the identification of water by the W.S.F. Through the sacrificial activities, 

song and dance, it consolidates the relationship of their villagers and neighbor ethnic 

groups. The whole village participates in the grand activities together, unceasingly 

strengthening the ethnic cohesive force. Along with the annual W.S.F, they function to 

achieve strong social conformity. 

3. To stabilize the social order 

By geographical and natural environment and mutual influence, Dai people cultivate 

the tender temperature and the ethnic characteristics of loving peace. Having high 

moral standards is the typical model of the fine person of the Dai people. Therefore, it 

                                                 
9 Rrfer to Chapter 3.2: the Water Splashing Festival in Jinghong City 
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has good social order, and the social atmosphere fills with auspiciousness and 

stability. 

4. To strengthen the religious position 

The feudal lord of the early Dai ethnic minority governed people by the legitimate 

form of government called theocracy. It strengthens governance using religious power, 

and expands the Buddhist thought and culture to each aspect of Dai’s culture. After 

the Cultural Revolution, the political factor became less influential. Therefore, the 

rulers poured the Buddhist thought and culture into the form of the W.S.F celebration 

by using the religious ceremony “Bathing Buddha” to let the people realize Buddha's 

favor and then strengthen the status of Buddha to Dai people.  

5. To emphasize the ecological protection 

The water culture consciousness is conducive to balance the relationship between 

human beings and nature. It develops an important function in ecological protection. 

Hence, people have good ecological protection awareness and take the initiative in 

ecological protection to obtain the balance between human beings and nature. The 

water culture has becomes one kind of Dai social consciousness, social custom and 

social norm.  

The water resources protection for the Dai ethnic minority is mainly achieved by the 

protection of forests. Before the 1950s, the Dai people preserved the forests very well 

by religious norms. The Dai people in XSBN classified large parcels of forests as the 

forest of deity. They believed these were the homes of deities. Animals such as cattle, 

horses and so on were not admitted into the forests, and it was not allowed to cut 

trees, get firewood or pick wild fruits in the forests. Therefore, the forests with good 
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protection have not been logged for centuries. Good forests make the rivers and 

ditches of XSBN to have sufficient water for the rice irrigation.  

6. To promote the exchange of villagers’ sentiment  

The special function and role of water can obtain the full expression in some special 

situations. The collective bath is the key activity in the Dai’s tradition society. After 

working all day, people always bath in the rivers nearby the village in the evening. 

People may exchange information, wash off the dust, play and make friendly contact 

with each other in this process. In traditional Dai’s society, bathing in the river is not 

only an important individual activity, it is simultaneously also part of social life.  

Dai people blend water into their belief and ideal to compose a special festival. W.S.F is 

the very description of a rich and colorful life for the Dai people. It is not only a symbol 

that is combined with the disposition, the emotion, the ideal, the belief and the custom 

of Dai ethnic minority but also a unique cultural psychology structure formed by the 

social structure and the cultural structure. The core movement passing through the entire 

festival is the action “water splashing”. This simple movement looks so easy but 

actually displays the quiet and kindly characteristic of Dai people  

We may view the relationship between W.S.F and the Dai New Year from the cultural 

aspect. Finding that the positive internal significance is the new life and the new hope 

brings the rising and flourishing world. Therefore, the ancient Dai people integrate with 

the Dai New Year and the water splashing activity to derive a richer and more plentiful 

the concept of new festival. 
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4.2. External Significance of the Water Splashing Festival 

Special Characteristics 

The Dai’s W.S.F maybe taken as its ethnic characteristic: the external sign and symbol 

of the Dai; internally the Dai’s W.S.F. develops the uniformity of ancestor’s culture to 

reveal its ethnic characteristics. The Dai ethnic minority is widely distributed over the 

physical diverse geography within the boundaries of Yunnan; its festival culture is also 

formed with different characteristics in each region.  

The W.S.F. has reflected the special characteristics of the tropical climate and the 

ecological environment. Due to similar physical geographical conditions, the people of 

Dai, Blang, Deang, Jingpo and Achang in XSBN, all celebrate this festival.10 In 

particular, the scale of W.S.F by Dai affects people in a big way. There are traditional 

activities, such as Firing Gaosheng and firing Kongming Lanter. (See Chapter 3.1: 

Spiritual Meaning of Activities for more information). These are the unique activities of 

the Dai ethnic minority in XSBN. 

It is worth mentioning that the Dai people celebrate the festival with Ganbai (folk 

market-activities) by exchanging products.  But the author discovered that people trade 

goods wrapped in the leafs of local banana plants. Take it from nature, and return it to 

nature. It is opposite and cleaner than other places which have massive trash after their 

activities.  Hence, the Dai people, especially those of the water Dai in XSBN pay close 

attention to hygiene.  

In addition, the Dai ethnic minority is also a group which likes beauty, and emphasizes 

                                                 
10 Yang, Shou-Chuan, Yunnan Te Se Wen Hua, Beijing: social sciences academic press, 2006, P.381. 
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the spiritual side rather than the material side. Moreover the Dai people have a highly 

aesthetic standard and a collective spirit. People from identical villages will put on the 

same clothing, have the same peacock hair bun to attend the W.S.F, forming a special 

phenomenon.  

Taking water from water wells or Lanchang River on New Year’s Day is a custom of 

great symbolic significance reflecting the Dai peoples thinking regarding abundant, 

propitious, safety and blessings. Therefore it is a most important matter when New Year 

starts. In Dai villages, the water wells are considered important places. In a long 

established tradition, Dai people frequently build an attractive house to cover the water 

wells. They never let the water wells be exposed to the outside, expressing their respect 

of water. The construction characteristics of water wells are also one of the Dai’s 

external traditional characteristics. The Dai people water splashing is a prayer that the 

rainfall be sufficient. Because Dai people love cleanliness they always bath three times 

a day. Influenced by Buddhism and the Bathing Buddha ceremony, the Dai people 

celebrate the New Year by water splashing. These activities remind them of the 

relationship between humankind and water. They express man's good wishes for a 

bumper harvest and happiness. These behaviors reflect the Dai’s thinking and need for 

production. It is a part of daily life, and it is different from other groups. 

The religious activities also act as an important element of the W.S.F. The Dai’s religion 

divides into primitive beliefs and Theravada, both of these exist in Dai society. In the 

primitive worship stage, the Dai’ center is animism. Such a belief is also embodied in 

many traditional rituals or in their daily life. Later, the animistic practices begin to wane 

since the introduction of Theravada. Buddhism was introduced into Yunnan in the first 
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century A.D. from Southeast Asia and has become the religious belief of the Dai ethnic 

minority in thirteenth century.11 During the W.S.F, the Buddhist sacrifices are still held, 

but the most significant thing is that Dai people have retained and even developed their 

own unique ways to celebrate these originally Buddhist ceremonies.  

The W.S.F not only has traditional meaning, but it also has deeper significance. The 

ethnic minorities were discriminated against for thousands of years. Since the founding 

of the New China, their abusive situation has changed a lot. Hence the W.S.F becomes 

the important carrier of Dai people displaying their ethnic tradition, and obtaining 

respect and acceptance from other people.   

The above-mentioned facts are some of the typical important Dai's cultural elements of 

the W.S.F. In fact, in their social life many more traditional cultural elements are 

preserved. Today the Dai people are still imbued with their own unique traditional 

culture handed down from generation to generation. 

Protection and Fostering of Traditional Cultures 

As one of the most famous Dai’s festivals, the W.S.F Ceremony depicts mystic 

traditional fables, and the splendid ceremony of singing and dancing is attractive to 

many tourists. The Dai’s traditional culture should be respected, even though tourism 

has gradually overwhelmed their traditional territory. The W.S.F. is the external display 

of Dai’s water culture. How to continue and respect Dai’s tradition is worth 

consideration. Arranging the festival celebration activities to promote local tourism has 

been a trend for Dai local governments in recent years. In particular, tourism has 

                                                 
11 Yan, Feng. 1999, pp. 80-84. 
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become a tool to activate local economies, and has increased benefits for local people. 

But stimulating the development of the economy and prospering local construction will 

cause negative influences. For instance: 

1. Massive tourists destroy the natural landscape and cultural heritage 

The Dai ethnic minority was originally a closed society. But recently massive 

numbers of visitors, helped destroy the natural landscape and cultural heritage. Hence, 

opening tourism to the destruction of culture is worse than economic benefits. 

Cultural activities held in conjunction with certain festivals have the potential to 

appeal to both domestic and international visitors. However, the masses actually 

bring disaster and harm the living environment and damage natural resources. 

2. The external culture attacking the local traditional culture 

Due to massive numbers of Han people living in XSBN, the tendency of the Dai 

people to be Sinicized is more obvious. Cultural life and attire have changed because 

of imitation. Visitors just want to experience the Dai’s traditional precious culture 

while traveling in XSBN. Once the precious culture is destroyed, its cultural value 

will be weakened, and will greatly reduce the attraction. In addition, the culture 

brought by the tourist also causes the traditional precious culture to be denaturalized. 

In particular, the one-sided benefit pursued by tourism will corrode the ethnic spirit. 

Excessive tourism will drain the ethnic characteristics and they might even vanish.   

3. Erroneous reasoning can damage culture.  

It is the wrong idea and procedure, and extremely impolitic if it takes developing 

tourism to encourage the new generation of Dai people to pay attention to their 

traditional culture. The W.S. F is the Dai New Year Day. This festival is the most 
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important holiday with sacred significance. But under the impact of traveling flood 

tide of tourists, the W.S. F with the most characteristics of Dai has been the 

nondescript and wicked Eastern carnival. It seems to be transposition. According to 

the author’s observations, in the past, the leading roles were played by the Dai people. 

But in the present, the visitors have taken the leading roles; Dai people been the 

audience. The locals don’t have much enthusiasm to participate in the festival. 

Furthermore, the behavior of the visitors disturb the effects of W.S.F.  Some people 

take the bucket and randomly splash, and this has lost the traditional core behaviors 

of tenderness, civilization, politeness and blessing.  

The activities of W.S.F to Dai people have the special significance - when drinking 

water think of its source.  Hence, how to protect and foster the traditional cultures is 

very important to the people of the Dai ethnic minority. Here is a summary of 

suggestions recommended by the author: 

1. Preserving the ethnic cultural legacies 

To protect and highlight these precious cultural legacies, the local authorities should 

organize large-scale collection of Dai’s historical literature, and research the Dai’s 

folk architecture, water wells, temples, precious tropical rainforests and so on. In 

addition, building a museum of the Dai ethnic minority will widely enhance the Dai’s 

culture. From the viewpoint of history and cultural research, the local authorities can 

analyzed and utilized the valuable cultural legacies to establish a long term plan of 

protecting the whole water culture. The author thinks that the direction of cultural 

preservation depends on the local residents but not outsiders. It will be helpful for 

future generations to continue to conserve the treasures of the Dai people. 
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2. Strengthening the education of protecting ethnic culture 

All students should study the core curriculums of all ethnic minorities in school. It 

can easily stimulate their feelings and thinking to enhance aesthetic judgment and 

artistic quality. Moreover, it can unite the resources of community and campus to 

assist in teaching with the effect of cultural protection and fostering. It is necessary to 

educate new generations to think over the relationship between the W.S.F and 

traditional water culture. Through the activities of W.S.F, the new generations can 

understand deeply the significance of water culture to improve the feeling of 

ownership and then to inherit the mission of cultural protection. 

3. Protecting the ecological environment and improving the balance of Dai people and 

nature: 

  The water resource and the ecological environment are the foundation of Dai’s 

traditional culture. Maintaining the whole natural balance is the major premise that 

Dai’s life relies on. People should obey the rules of nature to utilize these resources as 

part of a scientific method.  

4. Correctly regarding the inevitability of cultural transition  

In the historical process of realizing modernization, the cultural transition is 

unavoidable. The cultural transition is also called the cultural procedure, especially 

the core of custom, morality and religion. Since the founding of the PRC, the opening 

policies have broken the cultural pattern. Modern civilization is opposite to 

traditional culture. Hence, regarding the inevitability of cultural transition correctly, 

distinguishing between the conflict of the modern and the traditional culture deeply, 

absorbing reasonably the modern culture and inheriting the fine traditional parts is the 
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necessary choice to carry forward the traditional cultures of the ethnic groups. 

In fact, the Dai people in XSBN also have made much effort and contribution to 

maintaining their own tradition. For instance, they preserve the complete traditional 

bamboo house in the countryside, the Dai’s water wells are regarded a sacred place, and 

animals are forbidden to enter and pollute the water source. They still keep the custom 

of sacrificing well deities to show the respect of water, and recognize how to deal with 

water. We can find that the Dai people still have some dependence and awe to their 

traditional culture from the above phenomenon. 

The traditional culture has a direct influence on the development of ethnic prosperity. 

The value of Dai’s traditional culture shows positive progress. For example, through the 

activities of the W.S.F, the Dai people express their willingness to bless, and emphasize 

preserving the ecologic environment advantageous to the balance between humans and 

nature. Contrarily, rivers are polluted by waste water from the factories, Ganbai activity 

and “Dan Buddha”- offering sacrifices to Buddha exhaust masses of money in religious 

belief, and even cultural management and social development by old-fashioned 

religious custom. Therefore, the Dai ethnic minority must reform their backward 

opinion in the long term interests of history. Consequently Dai traditional culture can be 

inherited and be promoted. 

The Dai traditional culture is from their history, and it should be returned to the Dai 

people. But now the revelry way of the W.S.F. disconnects the relations between the 

traditional culture and Dai peoples’ lives. Once they lose the water culture, and they will 

finally exhaust their enthusiasm. Hence, deeply cultivating the W.S.F. to recall the 

original significance of water culture is essential. In the current of protecting cultural 
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heritage worldwide, the W.S.F should return to its primary meaning. On the one part, 

the Dai ethnic minority must maintain the essential traditions and values. On the other 

part, they should adjust the concept while meeting the outside conflict. It is a common 

topic to be deeply considered by the government, the local authorities and the local 

residents. 

Contemporary Values  

Take water as the Dai’s cultural core, and water splashing as its cultural active event, 

through the water splashing on each other as blessing, it has become the famous W.S.F.. 

The W.S.F. is the most important symbol of the Dai New Year. In other words, “water” 

equates to the Dai’s cultural contents, while the W.S.F. is precisely the concrete display 

of the Dai water culture. The author hopes this research can provide further in depth 

recognition about the relationship of the cultural content, ethnic survival and civil 

process of the W.S.F. of the Dai ethnic minority in XSBN. Simultaneously, we also pay 

great attention to Dai future development by changing of water culture, and attempting 

to explain its contemporary values of the W.S.F. 

The author thinks the W.S.F. of the Dai ethnic minority in XSBN is a good cultural 

inheritance and has important value as scholarly research. What is the significance and 

values of the W.S.F? Below are further analysis and the main explanation for the issue. 

1.  Water culture being a social norm to protect water environment 

The water culture is a social norm. The social norm includes the usage of water and 

the management of the water facility, and awakens people to the obligation of 

protecting the water environment. In the Dai’s long-term historical development, 

water culture has become the social capital and has established its own 
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contemporary social values. 

2.  Water culture consciousness helps to balance the relationship between humanity 

and nature 

The consciousness of Dai’s water culture is based on the coexistent relationship 

between Dai people and water for a long time. Having a profound understanding of 

water, Dai people cherish and protect water. Furthermore, they emphasize the 

importance of water resources and then obtain the sustainable development of 

cultural base. 

3.  Fostering people’s open-mindedness, accepting and respecting various cultures 

 Due to each ethnic minority in XSBN being scattered in different villages, it is 

inconvenient for transportation. Hence Dai people rarely have the opportunity to get 

into contact with each other. Through the celebration of W.S.F, people may mutually 

congratulate and celebrate. By way of understanding and learning, the Dai people 

can express themselves equally. The most important thing is to foster people’s 

open-mindedness, acceptance and respect for various cultures of all the ethnic 

minorities. Furthermore, during the festival, different ethnic minorities in XSBN can 

also participate and perform together in the activities with the function of 

coordinated interpersonal relationship. And it helps to achieve the common 

development of all regions and prosperity for all ethnic minorities in XSBN. 

4.  Marking the symbol of ethnical self-identity and cultural self-identity 

The Dai W.S.F has the correlation with a deep concept of ethnical self-identity, 

cultural self-identity and cultural symbolism. Through the singing and dancing of 

the festival ceremony, the Dai people get the ethnic distinctness and the whole 

80 



prefecture can be further consolidated. Usually people through the sacrifice, every 

year hold the festival to awaken collective remembrance. The whole village joins 

commonly the sacrifice and celebration at the same time. Therefore the W.S.F. for 

the contemporary Dai people is the symbol of ethnical self-identity and cultural 

self-identity. 

5.  Embracing the special significance of the cultural inheritance 

The Dai’s W.S.F has the characteristics of ethnic and territoriality. It has the 

extremely important function of accumulation, inheritance and honor of the ethnic 

culture. The Dai various traditional activities and contents will reappear every year, 

such as the Dai traditional dance, music, Bathing Buddha, firing Gaosheng, flying 

Kongming Lanterns, Dragon Boat Race, throwing Love-Pouches and taking water 

from the water wells or Lanchan River and so on. The new generation may learn and 

participate through this festival, and then traditions related to the festival can be 

further spread from generation to generation. Contrarily, if there is not the 

reappearance of festival activities every year, then many essential factors of the Dai 

water culture will vanish. 

6.  Maintaining the commitment of Dai people’s mind and the stability of life 

The W.S.F adds colorful and interesting contents to the Dai people’s life. And it 

helps people to relax after a busy year. The display of each traditional activity 

during the festival has the positive function to maintain Dai’s development, 

prosperity and progress. Through participating in the activities of W.S.F, the 

commitment of Dai people’s mind and the stability of life will be satisfied. 
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W.S.F is not only water splashing for revelry but also to communicate with ancestors 

and spirits. The historic W.S.F is blended into the philosophy of Dai’s life values. 

Hence, it has the special significance of the Dai cultural inheritance and when 

drinking water they think of its source. 
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