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Chapter 1: Introduction  

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is regarded as a dictatorship but a 

democratisation of the country has been in slow progress since the 1980’s. The economy of 

the country is growing rapidly and other features of modernisation are also taking place (for 

instance a high degree of urbanisation). The modernisation is thought to lead to a demand for 

more democratic features of the society. 

The enforcement of liberal democracy in many modernising countries has not been 

entirely successful and in a few cases a downright failure. However, the PRC is right now 

politically stable. Therefore, this thesis compares the PRC government, not to another 

dictatorship or “failed democracy”, but to an already full-grown successful democracy, in this 

case Sweden. A more democratic, but still stable PRC is of great concern for the Chinese 

people and important to the whole world at a time when economic as well as political 

importance of the PRC is increasing. 

Sweden is a rare case where socialism has prevailed to dominate the politics and 

society of a Western developed democracy. Swedish socialism has been channelled through 

the Social Democratic Workers’ party, which has ruled the country almost continuously since 

the breakthrough of democracy after the First World War until today. Indeed the first 

democratic socialist government was formed in Sweden in 1917. The party has not only been 

dominant but also implemented socialist policies alongside capitalism (The Swedish Model). 

Problems with the comparison: 

This study rests on four basics. Firstly, Sweden and the PRC share a common 

denominator in that both countries rest on a socialist foundation. Secondly, Sweden and the 

PRC are both dominated by one large omni-present party. Thirdly, the PRC is democratising 

and Sweden is already a democracy. Fourthly, the political leadership in the PRC studies the 

Swedish political reality (one-party dominance, market economy, socialism and welfare state). 

This thesis is a comparison between two least similar cases (The polities of the PRC 

and that of Sweden). This thesis investigates if Sweden’s model of ‘one-party dominant 

democracy’ and socialism with Swedish characteristics can be a model for the PRC, and 

furthermore if a democratic PRC is possible under continued hegemony by the Chinese 

Communist party (CCP). The guiding hypothesis is that if the PRC is democratising and 
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moving towards the implementation of Swedish-style policies, then the one-party dominant 

system can be a way for the CCP to remain in power in a democratised PRC. 

This study is a comparative and analytical study on the Swedish and Chinese political 

systems from a functional perspective of democratic transition and political modernisation 

(focus on the state-bearing political parties and their influence over government and society) 

as well as the implementation of policies related to socialist ideology. However, this 

comparison carries difficulties. Sweden’s and the PRC’s different size and geopolitical 

situation make a comparison thorny. Whereas Sweden is a medium-sized homogenous nation-

state, the PRC is a continental country with large internal differences regarding culture and 

economy. Sweden is a neutral country and member of the EU while China is the up-and-

coming new super power. Furthermore, the PRC and Sweden are at very different ends of the 

democratic scale. While Sweden is one of the most advanced democracies in the world, the 

PRC has only but begun its democratisation. 

Via the framework of democracy, the democratisation process in the PRC is reviewed, 

both on a political, institutional, and societal level. After giving the theoretical setting, this 

thesis then portrays the Swedish Model and the Swedish one-party dominance system, 

including its characteristics, origin and structure, strengths, and weaknesses. Having 

illustrated the Swedish reference for China and CCP, this thesis discusses the existing and 

possible relationship between the Chinese political system and the Swedish Model. 

This thesis is primarily based on library research (books, journals, online materials). 

Due to the up-to-date nature of the topic, the thesis is also based on empirical experience of 

Swedish politics and government, newspaper editorials and political announcements from 

Sweden and the PRC as well as interviews with scholars from the PRC. 

The second chapter of this thesis gives an overview of theories regarding democracy, 

both Western and Chinese, and party adaptation. The chapter also establishes a framework for 

one-party dominance. 

Chapter three and four serve to a great extent as a backdrop and introduction to the 

following chapters. The third chapter discusses the question of democratisation in the PRC by 

describing a number of areas in society, in the absence of regime change, where the 

democratisation process is in progress. The fourth chapter dwells on the nature of Swedish 
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democracy, focusing on the socialist ideology, the one-party dominance and the forces in 

society balancing this dominance. 

Chapter five focus on the relation between the Swedish model of democracy and 

socialism in a one-party dominant state and the current political reality in the PRC. The 

chapter describes similarities in policy implementation and calls for change in the PRC 

towards more Swedish style policies. 

Chapter six is a concluding chapter followed by bibliography and appendices. 

This thesis concurs with the position that there is only one China and that Taiwan is 

part of China. 




