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Chapter 6—Conclusions 

 

This thesis started with the question of what effect has had Chinese nationalism on 

regime support. We found that the positive attitude toward their country is supportive to the 

regime and that negative attitude toward foreign countries champions the regime. What we can 

say here is that in that regard, and from the dimensions we found statistically significant to be 

part of Chinese nationalism, state led nationalism had failed to introduce a friendly disposition 

of the Chinese toward foreigners (type-I or type-III). From a point of view, this is alarming, 

because the Chinese government wants to have good relations with its international 

environment for its strategy is China’s peaceful rise. What disturbs this policy runs contrary to 

the regime wishes. There is the eerie feeling that although people support the regime, they keep 

a stance that contradicts the regime’s position to that issue. It appears that Nathan’s finding 

that foreign agenda is not high in the Chinese people’s minds (Nathan 1997) is verified. 

Consequently, it does not pose a threat to the regime, much less contradicts with their favorable 

stance to it.  

Another point we would like to point out is that younger population seemed much less 

nationalistic that they appeared after the mid-1990s. It would be interesting to find out to what 

extend the reform of the education system in 1992 and the emphasis put on curriculum 

featuring the values of the Chinese nation and the fights of the Chinese people have altered 

these attitudes. We can assume that the education reform facilitated the transition from type-I 

or type-III to type-II Chinese nationalism, which is regarded as more aggressive. 

We also would rather run the risk to say that pro-market attitudes are supportive to the 

regime, but there is no statistical significance in order to insist on this issue. However, if there 

would be a way to assess it, we would say that these attitudes could serve well the regime in that 

they fall on the framework put by the Party in its attempt to promote its own version of 

nationalism. 
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We found that traditional values did not have any significant effect through 

nationalism to regime support. This should raise a question about the importance of these 

values in both nationalism and regime support. 

Of course, the findings presented here are based on a social survey that concentrated on 

social change, not on nationalism. As a result, we would like to point out that the findings 

presented here fall short of claiming accuracy, but rather they are an attempt to approach a 

difficult phenomenon, such as nationalism. 




