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Chapter 4—Methodology 

 

Survey Description 

 

In this chapter the survey and the methods to analyze it are presented. The survey to be 

studied is the 1993 Survey on Social Mobility and Social Change in China (1993 SSMSC), 

which was conducted from September 1993 to June 1994. The sample was selected with the use 

of multistage area sampling procedure. The primary sampling units were counties in the rural 

areas and cities in the urban areas. The secondary sampling units were townships, districts, or 

streets. The tertiary sampling unit consisted of villages in the rural areas and neighborhood 

committees in the urban areas and the fourth stage of the sample design were households (Shi 

2001). 

Although the original plan of the thesis included a comparison among the 1988 Beijing 

Survey and the 1990, and 2001 World Values Surveys, they were dropped because they did not 

contribute to the central concept that is analyzed here, namely, Chinese nationalism. 

The survey sample consists of 3,287 individuals across the country16. Table 9 shows the 

break down by province. Another descriptive statistics divides the provinces into coastal and 

inland (Table 10) on the assumption that economic development is far more rapid in the 

coastal provinces that in the inland ones. In the coastal provinces the municipalities of Beijing, 

Tianjin, and Shanghai were included, although the former is not a coastal city. The 

composition of the urban and rural areas (Table 11) is a significant factor for the analysis of the 

current social survey, because the economic success of urban areas comparing to the stagnation 

observed in the rural areas, even today, had caused grievances among the rural population. It is 

that part of the population that is expected to prove the frustration-aggression hypothesis, and 

                                                            
16 It is because the weighted data that the number of the sample amounts to 3,296 individuals. From the 
national sample Tibet was excluded. 
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it is on this part of the population that the CCP is expected to wield its nationalist preaching in 

order to reorient discontent off the Party limits. According to the frustration-aggression thesis 

presented above, those provinces that did not modernize as fast as the littoral provinces would 

demonstrate aggressive behavior toward the government incumbent with the exception of the 

Party diverting their frustration to the outside world in order to maintain domestic political 

stability. 

 

Variable Overview 

 

In this chapter, a number of hypotheses will be stated in order to illustrate the nature of 

Chinese nationalism, its internal divisions, its conceptual bifurcations, and, finally, its potential 

as a future vehicle of policies pursued by the CCP. This chapter paves the way for the data 

analysis that will follow. 

 

Social Stratification 

 

The social structure has significantly changed in China after the reforms in 1978 began. 

Although the aphorism about communism claims that this system equalizes people before 

poverty, the adoption of pro-market reforms and the opening up of the country to the outside 

world after so many years of isolation helped to disprove it. Despite the common belief that the 

early entrants in the market were the winners of the reforms, these people seem not to have 

taken any advantage of their positioning in the market. This is because the more marketable 

individuals, that is, those with higher education joined the market in the later stage of the 

reforms (later entrants). The people who entered the market in the initial stage (early birds) 

were those with low credentials and political assets (Wu and Xie 2003). Later on, early birds 

could not be distinguished from the late entrants, or were wiped off from the market, for they 

were not competitive anymore. There are two distinct groups of later entrants, which are 
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identified by different processes of entering the market. Late entrants with better education and 

political position left the state sector by their own initiative in order to achieve better income 

potential, whereas the other group consisted of lower education standard, laid-off individual 

who took over the lower ranks of a business. There is, nevertheless, a category of people who 

improved their position in state enterprises through better education (Davis 1992). These 

people were descendants of CCP members, who tried to influence their offspring’s’ job 

mobility indirectly by helping them out to acquire better education credentials. 

This argument counters the theory of market transition proposed by Nee17 (1989) 

according to which the transition to market-like institutions benefits the individuals who enter 

the market because upward social mobility is disentangled from party affiliation and position. 

According to Nee, the power of redistribution moved from the party bureaucracy to the market 

mechanisms, whereby decisions and goods allocation were taking place. Nee (1989, 668) 

worded his claim on market transition as follows, “…the more complete the shift to market 

coordination, the less likely that economic transactions will be embedded by networks 

dominated by cadres, and the more likely power—control over resources—will be located in 

market institutions and in social networks (guanxi) of private buyers and sellers”. Elsewhere, 

Nee (1991; 1996) modified his argument in that he suggested that the cadres’ financial position 

declines relatively vis-à-vis that of private entrepreneurs, because they were losing their 

redistributive power since market institutions regulate the economy more and more. He also 

contended that, in toto, coastal provinces were more open market economies comparing to 

inland provinces. Consequently, one could expect that in these provinces private entrepreneurs 

would be more affluent than party cadres. In contrast, cadres would be better off in inland 

provinces where market institutions were not rooted. He attributes the entrepreneurs-cadres’ 

prosperity in contrast to the entrepreneurs and other villagers in the partial market reforms. In 

this case, he said, entrepreneurs, who were cadres or had been cadres, were more likely to 

                                                            
17 Nee formed his hypothesis by studying a rural sample (see Nee 1989, 667), therefore, when he put it 
forth, he could not include the urban population. 
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perform better in their business than others due to their connections with the party 

bureaucracy. Nee (1991, 276), however, pointed out that it is human rather than social capital 

responsible for the entrepreneurs-cadres’ upward social mobility. There is another argument 

trying to fend off criticism against the market transition thesis according to which the 

conditions under which privatization occurs accounts for the reproduction of the party elite in 

the form of the new entrepreneurial class. This means that if it is the state that control the 

privatization process, then party cadres will be in position to take over a good share of public 

property in their hands, whereas if it is market mechanisms that regulate the process, then party 

status is rather irrelevant (Nee and Cao 1999). He has made a concession to the power 

persistence thesis, inasmuch as he admits that corporatist strategies were not only market-

oriented, but also community welfare-oriented providing, thus, a safety net for the less 

privileged people of the community (Nee 1996). This reasoning parallels the conjunctural 

model of political conflict (Schock 1996), if in the place of political opportunity one places 

economic opportunity; in other words the alleviation of economic inequality. 

The social stratification issue has been studied in the East European context by virtue of 

the collapse of the communist bloc and the introduction of economic reforms that promoted 

the market at the expense of redistributive mechanisms in Eastern Europe. A problem 

comparable to that in China was whether the new emerging elite were a continuation of the old 

elite or not. The answer to this question involves the dialectic between the reproduction (the 

surviving elite thesis) and circulation of elites (the changing elite thesis) in post-communist 

countries. By the former is meant that economic transition did not affect the social 

composition of elites, whilst by the latter economic transition culminated in social 

restructuring of the class hierarchy by the emergence of new strata in managerial positions 

(Szelenyi and Szelenyi 1995, 616; Róna-Tas 1994). These authors stated, by surveying 

population samples in Hungary, that the nomenklatura was able to maintain its position in the 

social hierarchy given that it would actively participate in the economic reforms. They agree on 

the role of the new technocratic elite that emerge in the early 1980s that it was the one capable 
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of dealing with the challenges posed by the new realities of the market reforms.  

Taking into account Nee’s and Szelenyis’ arguments, a blending of those could show 

that market reforms can proceed successfully and the party cadres can benefit from them onc 

they adopt pro-market stance. This, however, comprises the middle ground of these arguments. 

There is another enunciation, which attests that party cadres held their primary position in the 

market thanks to their human and social capital. The “persistence of power” hypothesis states 

that a position in state bureaucracy is an important determinant of income, albeit connections 

to the market system constitute an alternate source of advantage (Bian and Logan 1996). What 

cannot be denied, though, is the social diversification in post-Mao China, where social classes 

are emerging in both rural and urban China (Bian 2002), yet social classes existed in Maoist 

China if workplace segmentation is to be taken into account (Bian 1994b). 

Since the economic opening started, the Party started searching for better equipped 

cadres whose educational credentials would make them suitable for the reformist success. 

Therefore, emphasis was put on bureaucratic technocrats instead of revolutionary cadres. The 

screening process following each cadre’s career involved not only political membership but also 

education. Furthermore, in the non-state sector, education could be considered the single most 

important role for promotion (Bian et al. 2001; Cao 2001; Lee 1991; Walder 1995; Li and 

Walder 2001). The dual elite hypothesis explained the career path of those who possessed the 

educational standards but not the political credentials to get an elite position in the CCP or the 

state-sector firms. Hence, people provided with education could move up the social ladder in 

China. Market reforms and emphasis on human capital beside social or political capital have 

culminated in social diversification in China, with new emerging classes in rural and urban areas, 

as mentioned above. A question to answer involves the political behavior of people, and 

whether that certain behavior is tied to their social or occupational status.  
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Social Cleavages 

 

There are social divisions among Chinese in the villages and cities since the 

opportunities offered by the market were taken by people with different background and 

different results. There are winners and losers of the reforms with distinct social characteristics. 

These groups have different attitudes in different issues, as such as economic reforms, 

corruption, foreign policy, welfare and so on. The split into Left and Right in China along the 

lines used in Western scholarship (Nathan 1997) adumbrates the outcomes of economic 

reforms and the social divisions it created during that period. Gender, education, and 

occupation largely define to posture taken by individuals on issues like economic policies, 

political reforms, unemployment, bureaucracy and others. 

Although business people are at the top of the social hierarchy, their political behavior 

seems to be supportive of the regime. Their small numbers, the pronounced income inequality, 

their reliance on the state for licenses and other privileges, their inability to horizontal linkages 

outside the state domain, all these are factors that subjugate their political behavior toward the 

Party (Bian 2002; Chen 2003; Pearson 1997; Saich 2000).18 In this respect, their political 

behavior is more docile than others’ and they pander to government policies (if they do not 

have other ways or means to evade them). What is paradoxical, in terms of the political 

implications of capitalist development about the rise of Chinese entrepreneurial class, is not 

their will to form a group in order to promote their economic interests, but their agony and 

desire “to escape from politics” (Pearson 1997, 4). Their interests in running businesses, making 

profits, and their wish to avoid antagonizing behavior from the state make their political 
                                                            
18 Since their upward mobility has taken place after the mid-1980s, when economic reforms begun in 
urban areas, the new emerging middle class can be considered as new comers. The Chinese particularity 
is that although there was social stratification in China even before economic opening up, it was 
depended on political affiliation rather than entrepreneurial spirit. Even so, these success stories 
compose the new middle class. What contrasts China with the West is their conservative political 
tendencies, that is, their attachment to the political status quo, while new comers in the West retained 
their left-wing political inclinations (Lopreato 1967, 588-9). 
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involvement minimal, especially after the moral and material support some businesses handed 

to student protesters in Tiananmen in 1989 (Zhang et al. 2002). If any, their disagreements are 

constrained in the economic sphere avoiding political strife. This is one part of the issue 

constituents in China. The other is the one left behind during the reforms, which is composed 

of “rural, female, older, less educated, with lower incomes, without party membership, and 

working in nonstate units” (Nathan 1997, 189). The initial phase of reforms saw reduced 

income inequality between urban and rural areas, while, afterward, the promulgation of 

economic reforms in the cities came up with reversal of income equality (Nee 1989, 1991; 

Walder 1989, 1996, 2002).19 As shown earlier, even those who initially benefited from the 

marketization of the economy were caught up by late birds due to their educational 

accomplishments and partisan qualifications. 

The increase of income inequality among social classes and provinces may develop to 

social grievances, which can turn against the regime or against the regime’s opponents. While 

for the winners of the reforms, one expects either political apathy or political support, for the 

losers, one can expect the expression of frustration against an institution, entity, or country, as 

the frustration-aggression hypothesis surmises. 

Another factor that contributes to political frictions is political order in a changing 

society. From an institutional point of view, the CCP appears to be changing in order to adapt 

to the social changes occurring in China. From this aspect, the Party tries to adapt by reducing 

the age cohort of its leaders in order to address intergenerational differences discerned in the 

political attitudes (Huntington 1968; Inglehart and Abramson 1994). Therefore, there are 

many variables manifesting different political behavior toward the Chinese political system 

itself—that equals to the CCP—and to the international environment, which is the objective 

of this study. 

                                                            
19 Also during the Maoist period, income inequality was contingent of social and occupational status, 
especially in urban China, while for rural China income could be supplemented by sideline jobs (Whyte 
1975). 
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Dependent Variables 

 

The first variable with which this study begins is the socioeconomic status. Here the 

problems of the socioeconomic index measurement (Caston 1989) will not be discussed, but 

the existence of literature of status attainment in Chinese society will provide the bulk of the 

argument. As Caston mentions, “occupations of great "power" should be expected to carry role 

expectations of authority”, given that there is social stability. He complements that same 

surmise citing that “[a] critical factor in the exercise of power through authority relations is that 

of the ability to make decisions "autonomously" by resisting external influences” (1989, 332). 

Although occupations of great power connote decision of rather of autonomous character, in 

China was expected that the exercise of power through status attainment be clipped in a web of 

relationship termed “neotraditionalism” (Walder 1986). Therefore to assume that 

socioeconomic status was conditional on occupation attainment is somewhat misleading. Much 

as the supervisor or the factory manager exercised power over workers, the latter were in 

position to blackmail for the former should maintain production quotas if he/she wanted to get 

a promotion. 

The analysis of the occupational status in this 1993 SSMSC needs the collapse of 

occupational categories into occupational classification used in many studies on occupational 

attainment and stratification in China. Although many of them support an eight-strata 

categorization (Goldstein 1990; Hannum and Xie 1998; Tang 2001; Yang and Guo 1996; 

Zhou 2000), others have developed a more subtle or rather coarse categorization (Bian 1994a; 

Hu et al. 1988; Peng 1992; Zhou et al. 1998). The non-categorized occupation Table 12 

follows. In order to collapse the volume of profession, was used the National Statistics 

Socioeconomic Classification in order to proceed with the reduction in the first stage (Office 
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for National Statistics (UK) 2000a, 2000b, 2005).20 As mentioned above, certain studies by 

China experts were used in order to construct an occupational stratification in order to fit the 

Chinese reality as close as possibly. It should be pointed out that in some studies that analyzed 

urban China or some cities, the category of agriculture was absent. Since the population active 

in agriculture composes more than half of the sample (61.4%), it is self-evident that this 

category will be included. At a second level of reduction, the eight-level occupation 

classification was pursued, which produced Table 13. These are the groups whose behavior will 

be examined in the thesis. This variable is one of those to be used in the analysis. 

Another variable involved here is education for it is very important as part of human 

but also of social capital. It is noted that education was of salient importance for occupational 

status attainment after the beginning of economic reforms. Beside the Party’s gender egalitarian 

policies, women’s position was inferior comparing to that of men, when their education and 

their fathers’ education was controlled (Bauer et al. 1992; Davis 1992). Especially for those 

elder sons and daughters, the sent-down to the countryside youth of the Cultural Revolution, 

education was the vehicle whereby they could advance their job posts. Davis (1992, 1074) 

emphatically posits that, “[f]or children, with less than 20 years of employment, only education 

was consistently associated with higher job status, although for men earlier entry into the work 

place or job seniority had a positive impact, while for women parental resources could be 

decisive” (emphasis added). 

It goes without saying that in the 1980s, when party recruitment started following the 

technocratic pattern (Li and Walder 2001), education became essential for the advancement 

within Party mechanisms, given that Party orthodoxy would not extravagantly violated from 

the party member candidate. One should not forget, however, that contrary to the market 

transition theory, educational attainment had returns in the state sector or in the CCP as long 
                                                            
20 For the conversion of occupations from the survey into the socioeconomic classification, was used the 
online version of the Computer Assisted Structured COding Tool (CASCOT), provided by the 
Institute for Employment Research of the University of Warwick (Warwick Institute for Employment 
Research 2007). 
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as political criteria were met. When party membership and occupation status ensue because of 

attainment rather than ascription, then “occupation and party membership are simply two 

measures of elite status, both of which are attained via education” (Walder 1995, 314). 

Nevertheless, education did not paved the way for comparable careers in the market, the 

education be controlled, for the difference in residence was a decisive component. All things 

considered, party cadres, which were college graduates, in rural areas were more likely to become 

self-employed rather than their counterparts in urban areas due to less opportunities (Wu 2006, 

400). The two variables used measuring education were the years of formal school education 

respondents have had completed and the education level respondents have had achieved. The 

tables Table 14 and Table 15 were produced. For the data analysis, nevertheless, education 

attainment is preferred, because it is meaningful since it certifies the level of knowledge 

achieved by each individual 

Income21 is a very essential variable for the data analysis. It is because there was not a 

variable such as income; it was constructed by combining different variables in the 

questionnaire. In order to produce the income variable for both rural and urban residents a 

series of steps was used. First, to generate urban income the average monthly expenditure of 

one’s family per person was multiplied by the number of people living in the family,22 then the 

family’s savings were added. That outcome was multiplied by twelve for the product referred to 

each month. Briefly, the formula was the following: 

 

( )average montly expenditure of family per person  people in family  + savings   12x x⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦  

Equation 1: Urban Income 
 

To generate rural income the annual expenditure of one’s family was added to savings. 

                                                            
21 All numbers referring to income are in Yuan. 
22 The actual wording of the question is the following: “How many people are there in your family? I 
mean family members living together and eating meals together?” 
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Consequently, the formula to calculate rural income is the following: 

 

( )average annual expenditure of family + savings  

Equation 2: Rural Income 
 

A descriptive analysis of the income for urban and rural residents combined is illustrated by 

Table 16. It is startling that rural income was much higher that urban. So as to understand such 

a result the breakdown of income is needed. The breakdown of income by type of work unit for 

urban residents has been generated accordingly in Table 17. The differences in the number of 

observations N occurs because not all of urban residents were working in each working unit. Of 

the urban residents, who active in agricultural work, the income statistics are seen in Table 18. 

As for the rural residents, in the equivalent statistics shown in Table 19 and Table 20, 

where higher incomes in rural areas are obvious as well. Another important break down of 

income that will help in the understanding of the political behavior of the people, the 

distinction between coastal and inland areas is illustrated in Table 21. As expected, coastal areas 

seem to enjoy higher income than inland ones, given that the bulk of investments were directed 

to coastal provinces (Broadman and Sun 1997; Huang et al. 2003). 

Besides income, political and other affiliations are important for people belonging to 

that category should have better scores of political awareness, that is, internal political efficacy. 

Of the 3,296 respondents, one out of five was member of the CCP or the Youth League (Table 

22). Likewise, one out of five held membership in trade unions or women’s organizations 

(Table 23), whilst only 3 percent had joined social organizations, such as agricultural 

organizations, cultural groups, professional associations, or religious organizations (Table 24), 

validating, thus Saich’s analysis about the difficulties of building up civil society in China (Saich 

2000).  

Very important variable in examining the survey is age. It is expected that younger 

generations are more concentrated in making money and improving their lives rather than  
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seeking nationalistic behavior, contingent on sentiments motivated by the government or other 

factors. With age these are the most basic variables with which data analysis takes place in the 

thesis as far as socioeconomic characteristics are concerned. 

 

Dependent Variable 

 

Regime support composes the dependent variable of the thesis. In Chapter 3 were 

mustered up the concepts that contrive what regime support consists of. To measure regime 

support one should have in mind that in authoritarian systems, such as the Chinese, political 

authorities are supposed to represent the regime itself. A drawback that has to be avoided is the 

index of trust in government, whereby researchers assess the trust in the incumbents, but not in 

the regime (Muller et al. 1982, 242). Institutional equivalence is a problem for comparativists 

for they can misinterpret institutions in one system from another. Shi (1997, 7-8) has said that, 

“Preoccupied with comparing the functions of identical forms of political acts and identical 

political institutions in different societies, scholars may neglect the possibility that the same 

function may be performed by different institutions in different societies”. He, furthermore, 

attributes to local cadres—at the level of provincial government or work unit—functions that 

in liberal democracies can be provided by the central government. This is important for the 

central government to diffuse the pressure on it for “[t]he more people participate in low 

politics, the more people become apolitical toward high politics” (Shi 1997, 6). To measure 

regime support, which is a multidimensional concept, scholars have to be certain that they 

answer the question “[h]ow well does the index measure whatever it is that is being measured?” 

(Muller et al. 1982, 242). However, the measurement of regime or political, or diffuse support 

has raised controversies among political scientists, because there is no consensus on the 

operationalization of the term (Muller and Jukam 1977). Another issue to deal with is the 

operational definition of the theoretical construct. Therefore, the correct measurement of 

regime support counts on its validity. In other words, “the instrument or measurement 
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approach is said to be valid because it accurately assesses and represents the construct of 

interest… Validity and reliability are interconnected concepts” (Marczyk et al. 2005, 106). To 

put it differently, using the term reliability instead of validity, “one assumption is that the 

measures or items will be related systematically to one another in a linear manner because they 

are believed to be measures of the same construct” (Leech et al. 2005, 63). 

With that knowledge in mind, regime support is being tried to be construed by the 

following variables, as found in the questionnaire: TRUST AND OBEY GOVERNMENT 

(v43d), TOO MANY PARTIES BRING CHAOS (v43j), MORE DEMOCRACY WILL 

AFFECT STABILITY (v43n), UNCONDITIONALLY SUPPORT GOVT (v43p), 

IMPRESSION OF COURTS (v58a), IMPRESSION OF PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY 

(v58b), IMPRESSION OF PUBLIC SECURITY v58c, IMPRESSION OF NEWS MEDIA 

(v58d), IMPRESSION OF LOCAL PC (v58e), IMPRESSION OF NATIONAL PC (v58f), 

IMPRESSION OF GOVT OFFICIALS (v58g), GOVERNMENT SYSTEM FITS 

CONDITIONS (v61d), DEMOCRACY DEPENDS CCP LEADERSHIP (v61g), OUR 

POLITICAL SYSTEM IS BEST (v61q). 

Come that may, to measure 14 items creates some problems, because a large number of 

items increases Cronbach’s α (Leech et al. 2005). Therefore, the results to follow have to be 

treated with caution. By reason of high Cronbach coefficient, 0.781, it appears that there is 

construct validity for the dimension that is expected to form. The next stage for the test of the 

14-item term is factor analysis. The Correlation Matrix produces determinant 0.055, which 

shows non-collinearity among the variables. Also the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling 

Adequacy is 0.827, which allows enough items to analyze in factor analysis. It is illustrated in 

Table 26 that there are four dimensions measured from those 14 items. As demonstrated from 

the Correlation Matrix there are not strong relations among all items; hence, factor analysis 

proceeds with the Total Variance Explained and the Component Matrices (Table 27 and Table 

28). The 14 items can explain 54.67 percent of total variance, whilst there are four components 

into which these items can be broken into. The first component involves the Party institutions 
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(if one can treat newspapers and radio as party institutions and the army is the branch of the 

party that secures its place in the society). The second component tackles political authorities 

for courts deliver justice to citizens, public security encompasses not only police but also 

political security in work units, as the wording of the specific question signifies. The third 

component denotes regime support, in its strictest sense. The fourth component deals with 

attitude toward democracy. 

Once these operationalized concepts have been formed, four composite indices for each 

one is built. To construct the composite indices, we used the mean of each variable included in 

the newly formed variable. Therefore, for political institutions (polinst), for the regime support 

(regsup), for stance toward multiparty democracy (democatt), and for attitudes toward political 

authorities (polauthatt), the formulae are 

 

regsup=MEAN{v43d, v43p, v61d, v61g, v61q}; [1, 4] 

 

democatt=MEAN{ v43j, v43n}; [1, 4] 

 

polauthatt=MEAN{v58a, v58c, v58g}; [1, 6] 

 

polinst=MEAN{v58b, v58d, v58e, v58f}; [1, 6] 

 

A check on the reliabilities of these items shows that for all of them the measurements 

are admissible. For the Composite Index of Political Authorities and for the Composite Index 

of Political Institutions Cronbach’s α add up to 0.769 and 0.753 respectively. For the 

Composite Index of Regime Support and Democratic Attitudes, Cronbach’s α range from 

0.624 to 0.342 respectively. Before deciding to void their validity, it should be noted that the 

number of items is small (N=5 and 2) and, consequently, other indicators should be used. That 

indicator is the mean inter-item correlation that should be taken into account (Briggs and 
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Cheek 1986; Pallant 2001). For both indices, mean inter-item correlation is between 0.2 and 

0.4, which is considered optimal. 

With these formulae this is the completion of the analysis of dependent variables for 

the thesis. Below follows the section of intermediate variables, that is, Chinese nationalisms. 

 

Intermediate Variables: Chinese Nationalisms 

 

For the operationalizations and measurement of the variations of Chinese nationalism, some 

indicators are adopted. For the study of liberalism were chosen 14 items, which were ASK 

WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR COUNTRY (v81a), MINORITIES SHOULD NOT ASK 

INDEPENDENCE (v81k), INDIV MORE IMPORTANT THAN STATE (v81p), 

PEOPLE LIKE ME NO RIGHT TO SPEAK (v81q), LIMIT INDIVIDUAL INCOME 

(v94), RESTRICT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE (v95), NEED FOR POLITICAL REFORM 

(v96), ALLOW EXTREMIST SPEAK (v108a), ALLOW EXTREMIST TEACH (v108b), 

ALLOW EXTREMIST PUBLISH (v108c), SENIOR PEOPLE RESOLVE CONFLICT 

(v111a), CHILDREN OBEY PARENTS (v111b), GET AHEAD TO HONOR 

ANCESTORS (v111c), WIFE SHOULD OBEY MOTHER (v111d), APPROVE MORE 

PEOPLE EXPRESS VIEWS (v111o), and BENEFIT TO COLLECTIVE IS BENEFIT TO 

SELF (v111r). Due to wording of questions the variables v81a, v81k, v94, v95, v96, v111a, 

v111b, v111c, v111d, and v111r were reversed so that they follow the same suit as the others. 

With these variables it is attempted to analyze the liberalism/authoritarianism continuum. 

In order to discover components of those items the same process as with the dependent 

variable were followed such as reliability tests and factor analyses. In the process some variables 

were dropped in order to refine factor loadings and to render the results meaningful. 

Consequently, Table 29 is produced. In all three cases Cronbach’s α was much lower than 0.7 

that is the rule-of-thumb for construct validity with seeming impact on the operationalization 

of liberalism. Beside that point, factor analyses were pursued for the three cases, which 
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produced the following outcomes. 

The determinant of Correlation Matrix is 0.172, indication of non-collinearity making, hence, 

factor analysis admissible. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy is 0.650 

that creates some questions since there are 16 items, which cannot be considered few for the 

examination of a concept, but this is explained later. There are six components explaining for 

56.91 percent of the total variance of the variables, as it is seen in Table 30, the complexity of 

the ensuing factoring loads, creates the need for a further analysis. From Table 31 one can see 

that variable PEOPLE LIKE ME NO RIGHT TO SPEAK (v81q) plays no role in the creation 

of any dimension of liberalism; therefore, it is the first variable to drop in the analysis. 

In the new analysis, the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy amounts 

to 0.647 (very close to the first measure) for 15 items and the Correlation Matrix determinant 

equals to 0.183 and, thus, there is no collinearity problem. The variance explained by the six 

components that meet the Kaiser criterion equals to 59.86 percent (Table 33). The component 

matrices (Table 33 and Table 34) show a clearer picture of the dimension of liberalism. In them, 

there are some groupings easy to identify. First, variables ALLOW EXTREMIST SPEAK 

(v108a), ALLOW EXTREMIST TEACH (v108b), ALLOW EXTREMIST PUBLISH 

(v108c), can be identified as the political tolerance variable. Second, LIMIT INDIVIDUAL 

INCOME (v94) and RESTRICT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE (v95) address the pro-market 

issue of economic liberalism. Third, SENIOR PEOPLE RESOLVE CONFLICT (v111a), 

CHILDREN OBEY PARENTS (v111b), GET AHEAD TO HONOR ANCESTORS 

(v111c), and WIFE SHOULD OBEY MOTHER (v111d) involve peoples’ stance against 

family values. Fourth, WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR COUNTRY (v81a), MINORITIES 

SHOULD NOT ASK INDEPENDENCE (v81k), INDIV MORE IMPORTANT THAN 

STATE (v81p) could be said that address individual rights, although v81k is worded more 

strongly and there is noticeable difference between that variable and the other two that 

compose individual rights. This departure is studied later on. Fifth, APPROVE MORE 

PEOPLE EXPRESS VIEWS (v111o) and BENEFIT TO COLLECTIVE IS BENEFIT TO 
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SELF (v111r) appear together under the same component, but they do not constitute any 

particular and meaningful grouping. Last, NEED FOR POLITICAL REFORM (v96) is alone 

in the component matrix with a high factor loading explaining a bit more than seven percent of 

the total variance. Therefore, the thesis proceeds with further analyses dropping v81k, v11o, 

and v111r in order to reach more interpretable components. In this regard, Cronbach’s α equals 

to 0.282, still lower than the 0.7 rule-of-thumb, but yet higher than the other two analyses. The 

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy measures 0.642 and the Correlation 

Matrix determinant 0.224. From Table 36, it comes out that the total variance explained 

reaches 62.89 percent, which is the highest level attained for the total variance explained. From 

the component matrices in Table 37 and Table 38 there are some conclusions to end up with. 

Therefore, Component 1 measures political tolerance (poltol), Component 2 measures family 

values (famval), Component 3 measures economic liberalism (econlib), Component 4 measures 

individual rights, and Component 5 (a single-item one) addresses attitudes toward political 

reform. In order to measure the construct validity of those components reliability test was run. 

For Component 1, Cronbach’s α was measured at 0.766, which supports the validity of the 

concept. For Component 2, however, Cronbach’s α is at 0.551. For Component 2, inter-item 

correlation is between 0.2 and 0.4 (0.381) that is considered optimal range for such a case, as 

explained in the previous section. Component 3 deals with the same process as the previous one. 

Although Cronbach’s α is 0.593, inter-item correlations stands at 0.265, rendering valid in that 

respect. Component 4 fails to meet either criterion, for its Cronbach’s α does not exceed 0.7 

nor its mean inter-item correlation falls between the optimal ranges proposed by the 

abovementioned authors. Consequently, this component (as composed) cannot be included in 

the analysis by reason of its unverified validity. 

As it is done in the previous section concerning the formation of composite indices, the 

sum of items for economic liberalism and political tolerance is calculated, because they are 

binary (see Muller and Jukam 1977), while for family values we calculated the mean. Therefore, 

the formulae of the indices are the following 
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poltol=SUM{v108a,v108b,v108c}; [0, 3] 

 

famval=MEAN{v111a_rev,v111b_rev,v111c_rev,v111d_rev}; [0, 4] 

 

econlib=SUM{v94_rev,v95_rev}; [0, 2] 

 

For a fuller dimensionality of Chinese nationalism, we need not only family values, but 

also what we can call traditional values. Therefore, from the selection of all variables referring to 

what appears to address this dimension, we ran reliability tests and factor analyses so that to 

isolate those questions (v111a SENIOR PEOPLE RESOLVE CONFLICT, v111b 

CHILDREN OBEY PARENTS, v111c GET AHEAD TO HONOR ANCESTORS, v111d 

WIFE SHOULD OBEY MOTHER, v111e ACCOMMODATE OTHER PEOPLE, v111f 

SHOULD NOT MAKE SHOW OF ABILITY, v111g SUCCESS DETERMINED BY 

FATE, v111h SON BETTER THAN DAUGHTER, v111i FIRST HIRE 

RELATIVE/FRIEND, v111j MAINTAIN BROKEN MARRIAGE, v111k NO REWARD 

FOR FAVOR, v111l GOVT RESPONSIBLE SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE, v111m MORALS 

NO CONCERN OF GOVT, v111n LEAVE EVERYTHING TO UPRIGHT LEADERS, 

v111o APPROVE MORE PEOPLE EXPRESS VIEWS [recoded and reversed], v111p 

OPPOSE RESTRICTING GOVT'S POWER, v111q USING CONNECTIONS NOT 

WRONG, v111r BENEFIT TO COLLECTIVE IS BENEFIT TO SELF, v111s PARTY 

AND STATE GAVE ME EVERYTHING) encompassing parts of it. 

After some tests, we dropped variables v111a, v111i, and v111r successively. Although 

Cronbach’s α is at 0.691 and below the 0.7 threshold and the mean inter-item correlation does 

not fall on the 0.2-0.4 optimal range, we chose to continue with the analysis and the factor 

analysis follows. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy is 0.815 and the 

Bartlett’s test significant at the 0.05 level. The Correlation Matrix determinant is 0.184 
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enabling for factor analysis. The total variation explained (Table 42) adds up to 43.14 percent. 

From the rotated component matrix we interpret that Component 1 in Table 43 denotes 

traditional values. Since no one of the variable is binary the formula that represents the 

Composite Index of Traditional Values is the following. 

 

tradval=MEAN{v111c v111g v111h v111i} [1, 4] 

 

In Chapter 2, we discussed the axes that formed the categories of Chinese nationalism. 

In order to make it more plausible, we will reduce the components and dimensions into a few 

and operationable ones. For that matter, we adopt the distinction of official/pragmatic, 

popular/nativist, and anti-traditional nationalisms proposed by Suisheng Zhao by reasons of 

consistency, albeit other approaches were presented. The features that define the three branches 

can be divided into some categories, such as attitude toward other countries, attitude toward 

their own country, attitude toward traditional values, and modernization. 

As for the attitude toward other countries we took the variables FORCE TO 

REUNITE TAIWAN v97, LIKE RUSSIA v110a, LIKE UNITED STATES v110b, LIKE 

JAPAN v110c LIKE GERMANY v110d, OPENING TO OUTSIDE WORLD v101j. First, 

we recoded v97 because the wording of the question was giving answers to the opposite 

direction comparing the other variables. Later, we ran reliability test, which produced 

Cronbach’s α at 0.751, but the inter-item correlation gave very low correlations, which gave the 

impression of irrelevance to the dimension under construction. Therefore, we followed with 

factor analysis in order to sort out the variables. The Correlation Matrix determinant amounts 

to 0.045 dissolving any suspicion of collinearity and the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of 

Sampling Adequacy is 0.833 rendering factor analysis permissible. Consequently, the tables 

produced illustrate that these items account for 74.5 percent of total variance (Table 45Table 

45). From Table 47 we see that the components created involve the attitudes toward other 

countries, namely Russia, the United States, Japan, and Germany, whereas the use of force to 
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reunite Taiwan and the opening to the outside world cannot be put in a single dimension 

together for they offer no meaning. 

The remaining items can build the single variable of attitudes toward other countries. 

Therefore, the summation thereof culminates in the new dimension attother with 4 

constituting the lower value and 16 constituting the higher. 

The other variable that needs to be elaborated is modernization. For this dimension we 

used two items, pace of political reforms and pace of social change signifying sociopolitical 

modernization underway in China. It is because there were only two items that Cronbach’s α 

reached 0.601 with inter-item correlation 0.430, which rather suggests that they co-vary and 

explain the dimension of sociopolitical modernization (socpolmod [2, 6]). We attempted to 

include economic liberalism, which shores up economic enterprise and contributes to 

modernization, but very low Cronbach coefficient and out of range mean inter-item correlation 

prevented us from constructing such a dimension. But we expect that economic liberalism—

leading to economic development—and sociopolitical reform—that is possible to contribute to 

the establishment of democracy—will be moving to the same direction, they can be assocational 

(Lipset 1959, 1994). 

As for the attitude toward their country, we used culturalism in the sense of the 

Chinese pursuing the ideal of universal world or universalism based on Chinese culture (Zhao 

2004). For that concept we used the question v81b “The world would be a better place if other 

countries could absorb the essence of Chinese culture”. 

After we discussed the construction of the variables to be studied herein, follows the 

data analysis. 

 




