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Abstract 

 

The International Organizations the same as the non-profit organizations are 

aware of how much this issue matter around the world and the government from the 

different more vulnerable countries represent in many cases, the principal problem that 

difficulties the work of the non-profit sector. There is a clear need to build a new system 

strategy for each bloc according to their characteristics in order to apply the correct plan 

for ensuring the food access for all the people as equals, but there is no doubt that the 

income inequality is a social issue that affects every country in the world and that also 

bring consequences for the food security of the people in countries such as Haiti. This 

topic was selected for its importance worldwide, in order to analyze the type of work of 

the non-profit organizations in the food security sector as aid channels in Latin 

American and the Caribbean regions, and how their partnership with government 

agencies and international organizations is indispensable for the complementation of the 

work. 

And the research finding of the two cases study is about the capacity of 

sustainability that the farmers of the countries can reach through the aid for food 

security provided by the non-profit organizations, and on the other hand, the 

dependency that the aid provided can cause in the donors (in the case of Haiti). The 

potential that both regions have to improve the food security and develop the 

agricultural sector, but also explaining the case of the most poor countries in each 

region (Nicaragua and Haiti), both cases study serve to compare the different activities 

of the NPO and how their work affect the sustainability and development of the 

beneficiaries in the field of food security. 
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1. Introduction 

 

The chapter one is divided into five parts and will describe the motivation for 

this topic of research as well as the purpose of study and will mention the research 

question delimited for the research. The methodology used for the collecting of the data 

and the literature review, which is divided into two subtitles, the first one will be focus 

in the concepts of food security, food aid and food deficit, and the second one will be 

emphasis on the role that the non-profit organizations have been doing on the aid for 

food security. 

 

1.1. Research Background and Motivation 

 

In the new world order and due to the discrepancy on natural and economic 

resources distribution, the underdeveloped regions face many common and basic needs, 

such as the food and housing, education and health, among others. Those needs in most 

of the cases cannot be covered or resolved by the local government and the foreign aid 

plays a very important and significant role in the life of those in greater needs. 

Despite the Official Development Assistance (ODA) that the poorest nations 

receive from the diplomatic allies, only some people can be favored, therefore the need 

still remain in some innermost areas. There is where mostly the non-profit organizations 

try to work their projects. Many of those projects try to reach the basic needs as food 

security, as also listed in the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. 
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There are many factors that affect large amount of population around the world 

and their conditions of living, the increasing rate of malnutrition and hunger, which is 

visible in almost every corner of the world and mainly in the underdeveloped countries. 

Hunger is today the principal reason of deaths more than the worse diseases according 

to the World Food Program’s hunger statistics, and 870 million of the world’s 

population suffer from the consequences of the lack of food. 1 

The aid is very important in order to reduce the rate of population affected by 

hunger and the non-profit organizations are one of the most important and common 

channels to send the aid to the communities where the lack of food is many times due to 

the ignorance on how to produce to be self-sufficient and what to produce according to 

the characteristics of a specific area and its resources and land characterization. The 

principal target on food security is to ensure the reasonable quantity and quality of food 

for the people in order to help them to have a life with at least access to the basic needs 

to be led towards development.  

The United Nations Organization talked for first time about Food Security in 

1970, but until 1975 the concept of Food Security came as “Food security exists when 

all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and 

nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and 

healthy life”.2 But even before in 1948 the Right to Food was declared as indispensable 

for the people to have all the other rights.  

Food Security is more than basic, is vital, is not a luxury, and is what all the 

habitants as equals need without race, religion, ideology, and culture and education 

distinctions. Food Security means the access to a diet with the nutrition that human 
                                                           
1 World Food Programe, Hunger FAQs/Undernurishment 

   http://www.wfp.org/hunger/faqs Access date: November 2013. 
2 Trade Reform and Food Security: Conceptualizing the linkages, chapter 2: Food Security Concepts and 

Measurements, FAO report 2003, pp. 26-27. 
 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

3 
 

needs for a normal and well psycho-motor development.  

When talking about food security, there are also many other terms that come 

included due to the width and importance of the topic, as a right, as a need, as a duty 

from the strongest to the weakest ones. Then, it is necessary to understand food 

sovereignty, food riot, hungers and food safety concepts and what it implies and how it 

is connected to food security. 

After the United Nations Organization addressed the importance of food security, 

and how it is an obligation of governments, international organizations,  private sector, 

non-profit organizations and civil society to talk about this important issue, the 

information about the serious situation of the actual food insecurity and the need to 

change this fact is day by day more important. 

Many non-profit organizations have changed their scope in order to try to help 

the people in their basic needs, therefore nowadays there are many non-profit 

organizations working towards ensure the accomplishment of this right for those in 

greater need. The research motivations is to know the importance and relevant labor of 

the third sector in the field of food security and how those organizations work in order 

to help the people in the poorest zones as Latin America and the Caribbean, and how 

this work will also help to achieve the accomplishment of the Millennium Development 

Goals by 2015. 

Through two case study of selected countries of both regions mentioned above, 

this analysis will seek to understand the work and activities (projects) of the non-profit 

organizations that work for the aid for food security for the future agricultural 

development in those developing countries where the conditions of living and the lack 

of governmental actions toward food security are the principal barrier to access to this 

vital right as is the food.  
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1.2. Purpose of Study and Research Questions    

The principal purpose of this study is to examine the impact of work by the non-

profit organizations in the field of aid for food security that the recipients to have a 

better life towards development and how it is necessary to continue the task to try to 

teach the aid’s recipients to be self-sufficient.  

The research is aim to seek and analyze the non-profit organizations work’s for 

the food security in developing countries and how the projects have led farmers to be 

self-sufficient and in consequence to achieve a better level of living towards 

development by stating and answering the questions listed below: 

What is the work of the non-profit organizations in the field of food security and 

is their work really helping those developing countries to be self-sufficient in food 

security? 

 

1.3. Research Delimitations 

The primary objective of this research is to introduce the role of the non-profit 

organizations as a third sector, which importance is increasing over the decades and due 

to the changes of the social structures. To understand the role that those organizations 

play in the field of the aid for food security, to change the lives of the poorest ones in 

the world and to know these organizations’ work evolution during the past decades 

since 1990 until the present. To conduct this thesis, the author will focus the 

investigation in two main areas, Latin American region and the Caribbean region, in 

order to present one comparative case study of the work conducted by the non-profit 

organizations for food security aid projects in two different countries of the mentioned 

zone. From the regions mentioned previously, the research will focus on two countries 
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for the comparative case, Nicaragua in Central America and Haiti in the Caribbean, in 

order to find out the reasons because the same type of projects applied in both countries 

do not reach the same output.  

Nicaragua was selected because of the current situation of the agriculture in the 

country and the lack of resources for food in many poor zones of Nicaragua and taking 

into account that in the list of countries with lack of food of the FAO, Nicaragua still 

remain even though the foreign aid destined for the development of the agriculture and 

the food security as well as the self-sustainable development projects in the country. In 

the case of Haiti, this Caribbean country was selected in order to know the situation and 

how take measurements in order to change the actual reality of the country, which 

receive a lot of foreign aid through different channel as the non-profit organizations and 

the country still remain in the extreme risk of food security according to FAO.   For this, 

it will be necessary to analyze the reports of the data collection from different 

international organizations, as well as the official reports of the non-profit organizations 

and the central bank of the selected countries. The principal limitation to achieve this, 

will be the in situ research for the comparative case, since the time is not enough to visit 

the selected countries in Central America and the Caribbean in order to conduct 

interviews with the non-profit organizations to collect information that will be presented 

in the comparative case study; therefore, to join this information the author will 

communicate with the embassies of both countries in Taiwan and also with some 

international non-profit organizations that as well run projects in both countries. 
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1.4. Methodology and Approach  

This research will be conducted by applying a qualitative research method, 

since the research aims to know and analyze the real situation of the Non-profit 

organizations’ work and the aid for food security, furthermore this is a topic which 

importance go beyond measuring the food as a product but measuring food as a 

principal right of the humanity. 

According to Pope, qualitative research incorporates a variety of philosophies, 

research designs and specific techniques including in-depth qualitative interviews; 

participant and non-participant observation; focus groups; document analyses; and a 

number of other methods of data collection. 3  Therefore the research will include 

interviews to the staff of the non-profit organizations and case study in order to know 

the differences and principal risk and measurements that need to be taken by the non-

profit sector working in the food security field in order to help communities to 

overcome the lack of food and lead them into the path of sustainable development and 

food security. The principal approach of this thesis is to deep analyse the situation of the 

food scarcity and the steps that have been taken to reach the food security, specially 

focus on Nicaragua and Haiti as comparative cases study which has the purpose of 

associating the situation and work and the general problem of the food security in both 

countries by researching about the similitudes and differences to find out the principal 

characteristics of the aid in food security according to the country and its laws as well as 

the environment in which the non-profit sector works, finally, after analyse and compare 

both cases, the author will  conclude the research with an overview of the condition and 

problems that both countries are facing and how non-profit organizations are addressing 

                                                           
3 Mays N. Pope C, Quantitative Methods in Health Research. In Pope C, Mays N. (editors). 
Qualitative Research in Health Care (3rd edition). Chapter 20: Qualitative research and Cochrane 

Reviews Malden (MA): Blackwell Publications/BMJ Books, 2006. pp 5-10. 
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those problems through the running of agricultural projects and lastly, the observations 

and the research outcomes in order to list recommendations about this issue.  

Questions asked in the interview to the non-profit organization staff: 

1. What kind of project is FFP doing in the field of food security? 

2. In the case of Nicaragua, why did the organizations involved, choose to 

run an agricultural project for the production of fruits and vegetables 

instead grain? 

3. Since the papaya farms was a success project in Nicaragua, why not to do 

it in Haiti, Guatemala or Jamaica as well? 

4. What are the principal differences between the work that FFP do in Haiti 

and the Central American countries? 

5. Why does FFP donate more food in Haiti and instead settle new projects 

for producing the food? 

6. What kind of partnerships has FFP for the projects in Nicaragua? With 

government or with other NPOs? 

7. How many beneficiaries are there in the projects of fruits in Nicaragua? 

And where are the projects located? 

8. How are the projects divided? What is the scope of each cycle? 

9. Are those projects still working? Has FFP observed a real improvement 

of the production as well as in the income of those farmers after each 

cycle? 

10. How does the aquiculture projects in Haiti started? 

11. How many aquiculture farms are currently involved in this project? 

12. What is the principal problem that FFP face in Haiti for running the 

projects?  
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1.5. Literature Review 

In this section, the literature review will be presented in reference to the nature 

of the non-profit organizations and the types of aid that those organizations can provide 

in the field of food security.  

In addition, the importance of the role of the non-profit organizations in the 

agricultural field and the contribution for the future self-sufficient and development of 

the aid to recipients. In the case of the literature review, the main objective is to explain 

the terms of aid for food security and deficit, and the work that NPO’s run in order to 

reduce the global hunger.  

  

1.5.1. Food Deficit, Food Security and Food Aid 

The access to the food is the basic right that every people should have, 

nevertheless the reality around the globe is showing a different picture. The lack of food 

is not a problem presented only in the countries listed in LIFDC4 classification, but also 

in many where the habitants do not have equal access to the food. 

Hunger is the world’s top issue for the health and there are more than 850 

million of people in the worlds suffer from hunger. The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a 

tool designed to measure the hunger globally (see figure 1.1), by region and as single 

countries status.5 

 

                                                           
4 LIFDC: Low-Income Food Deficit Countries, a classification of the Food and Agriculture Organization. 
5 GHI: Global Hunger Index, Diet fewer than 1,800 calories a day 

    International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) official website 

http://www.ifpri.org/ourwork/about  

    Access date: December 2013. 
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Figure 1.1: Global Hunger Index Calculation 

 
Note: Global Hunger Index 2008  

Source: Ifpri/welthungerhilfe/Concern  

Access date: December 2013 

 

A country is considered to be in low-income or food-deficit, according to FAO, 

for the next criteria: First, a country should have a per capita gross national income 

(GNI) below the "historical" ceiling used by the World Bank to determine eligibility for 

IDA6 assistance and for 20-year IBRD terms, applied to countries included in World 

Bank's categories I and II. The 2013 LIFDC list is based on the GNI for 2010 (estimated 

by the World Bank using the Atlas method) and the historical ceiling of USD1 915 for 

2010.7  

The second criterion is based on the net (i.e. gross imports less gross exports) 

food trade position of a country averaged over the preceding three years for which 

statistics are available, in this case from 2008 to 2010. Trade volumes for a broad basket 

of basic foodstuffs (cereals, roots and tubers, pulses, oilseeds and oils other than tree 

crop oils, meat and dairy products) are converted and aggregated by the calorie content 

of individual commodities. Thirdly, the self-exclusion criterion is applied when 

countries that meet the above two criteria specifically request FAO to be excluded from 

                                                           
6  IDA: International Development Association is the World Bank’s fund for the poorest.  
7 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Low-income Food Deficit Countries, list for 

   2013 official website http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/lifdc/en/  
Access date: December 2013. 
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the LIFDC category.8 

Gabbert and Weikard  included in their research the definition food aid as a 

transfer of resources to individual countries or sectors as food, either donated or sold 

with at least 25% of concessionality in character and in the form of monetary donations 

or loans (with a maturity period of ten years or more) linked to food purchases.9 Many 

developing countries, as Latin American countries are recipients of this time of aid for 

the food security. In spite of this aid, the countries still remain in situations of lack of 

food and facing long times of hunger, of course there are many factors affecting the 

situation, as the lack of water which is a case affecting many countries, especially in the 

case of Haiti, where the potable water or the water for irrigation is a big distance from 

the villages and therefore the access for the people is very difficult. 

Again Gabbert and Weikard (1998) mentioned in their book about how the Food 

Aid has been a very important topic of discussion and critics for the types of aid and 

also how this aid is channeled to the countries in need, as well as the matter of the 

commercialization of resources and the policies for the use of the land. Correspondingly 

the principal critiques to the well-developed countries that provide the aid to the 

developing ones, is for the interest and the quantity of aid comparing with to the real 

need and conditions of the aid recipients countries and the capacity of the donor.10  

 

 

 

                                                           
8 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

  LIFDC: Low-income, Food deficit countries, data of 2013, but according to FAO, the countries will be 

listed out officially after 3 years of not food deficit. 
9 Gabbert Silke, Hans-Peter Weikard (1998), Food déficit, food security and food aid: concepts and 

measurements, Paper prepared for the Annual Conference of the European Economic Association, Berlin, 

2-5 September 1998, pp. 2-4. 
10 Gabbert Silke, Hans-Peter Weikard (1998), Food déficit, food security and food aid: concepts and 

measurements, Paper prepared for the Annual Conference of the European Economic Association, Berlin, 

2-5 September 1998, pp. 2-4. 
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1.5.2 The Role of Non-Profit Organizations on Aid for Food Security 

The origin of philanthropy and charity took place in the world from ancient 

times, giving born to the first nonprofit organizations. The non-profit organizations are 

distinguished from the private and public sector due to its nature.11 

According to Simmons, NGOs on the ground often make the impossible to be 

possible by doing what governments cannot or will not do. Some humanitarian and 

development NGOs have a natural advantage because of their perceived neutrality and 

experience.12 The importance and the role those organizations play, as the impact they 

have in every different sector is what help to change the inequality among the world, 

again P.J Simmons touch every single point through his description, by saying “They 

are changing societal norms, challenging national governments, and linking up with 

counterparts in powerful transnational alliances. And they are muscling their way into 

areas of high politics, such as arms control, banking, and trade that were previously 

dominated by the state. In general terms, NGOs affect national governments, 

multilateral institutions, and national and multinational corporations in four ways: 

setting agendas, negotiating outcomes, conferring legitimacy, and implementing 

solutions.”  

It can be consider that without the non-profit organizations, the international 

laws, the international institutions and even the state itself would not be in a plenty role 

for the reaching of human development and life progress, Antonio Donini (1995) said  

in the following way: "the Temple of States would be a rather dull place without 

                                                           
11 The difference between NPO and NGO, is that the second one, is a non-governmental organization, but 

most of its funds comes from government donations, but it maintains a non-governmental position, 

therefore government council is not necessary. But, NPO’s uses its extra funds for the purpose of the 

organization, rather than dividing it between the stakeholders and the owners of the organization. 
12 P. J., Simmons (autumn, 1998). “Learning to Live with NGOs”, Foreign Policy, No. 112, pp. 82-96. 
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nongovernmental organizations.”13 A real fact that make non-profit organization to be 

more and more important, it has the close relationship that they can build with the 

society, with the aid recipients. Alison Alkon (2008) referred that non-profit 

organizations have the facility to spread the information among the people, about the 

needs, and how to find the solutions, through the programs and campaigns, this role is 

very important in order to influence the behavior of the people, and to empower them to 

change their ways of living and to try to work towards the production of their own 

food.14 For this reason is also that many non-profit organizations job is considered as a 

boycott to the local government and also are considered as a channel used by the big 

elites to spread information against governments. In Nicaragua in the years of the 

administration of the president Arnoldo Aleman (1998-2002) the non-profit sector 

suffered revisions and repressions by the government.15 

As mentioned before, the access to food is a principal right for every human 

being, never the less there are many factors that can affect the access, monetary and also 

the natural resources that can permit the facility of food production for the people. From 

this, can be mentioned “food citizenship”, which is not other than the rights associated 

to living in one specific place, this term was first mentioned by Wilkins in 2005.16 This 

term can certainly lead to a better understanding of what and how sustainable 

agriculture should be in order to work towards food security. Thus, the projects that the 

non-profit organizations run in the different poor areas should be firstly studied and 

implemented in accordance to the resources (type of land, type of cultivations that 

                                                           
13  Antonio Donini, (1995) The Bureaucracy and the Free Spirits Stagnation and innovation in the 

relationship between the UN and NGOs, Third Worlds Q 420. 
14 Alison Alkon (2008), from value to values: sustainable consumption at farmers markets. 
15 El Nuevo Diario, “Alemán comete grave error” Managua, Nicaragua, lunes 18 de diciembre de 2000 

http://archivo.elnuevodiario.com.ni/2000/diciembre/18-diciembre-2000/nacional/nacional14.html date 

of Access: February 2014. 
16 Jenifer Wilkins (2005), Eating right here: Moving from consumer to food citizen, 2004 Presidential 

address to the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society, Hyde Park, New York, June 11, 2004. 
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would be suitable), also to empower people in the way that will be easier for them to 

produce, to have food and to reach food security. 

For the articles and book cited and analyzed, according to the current situation, 

the purpose of the literature review section is to deepen research about the academic 

overview of the work that the non-profit sector do in the food security field. For the 

author’s consideration, the topic of the food security and how the local governments and 

international organization are addressing this issue, is not enough to solve the problem 

that hundreds of thousands of small and large communities are facing, therefore the 

project run by the third sector play a very important role, for this, and finding that the 

literature review is mostly writing by the well-developed countries, it is necessary to 

talk and spread information about this issue from whiting the most affected countries, as 

the case of Haiti.  

The land policy and the distribution and administration of resources in the 

countries, overall in the affected by hungers, is a matter that can be solved only by the 

action of the communities, the main country affected; the international organizations 

can only influence in a certain way according to the type and amount of aid that they 

allocate in those underdeveloped countries, therefore the role of the non-profit 

organizations is more important and many times more tangible in order to inform, 

educate and teach the people how to produce, how to survive and how to overcome the 

actual situation of extreme poverty and lack of food. There are many questions about 

why even with all the food aid that poor countries like Haiti receive, after decades the 

population remains in the same situation, even big part of the aid recipients in Haiti call 

the aid program as “long life to hungers”, due to the high dependency that Haiti has on 

the food aid from United States and other countries. The Haitian food production 

continue to be deteriorated and ignored for long time by successive governments and 
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international donors, since in many cases the aid is sent but there are no evaluations of 

the programs or the distribution. Agriculture sector accounts for about 25 percent of the 

gross domestic product of Haiti, and until recent years this sector was the source of 

employment, directly or indirectly for more than two thirds of the population in that 

country.17 The case of Haiti is very particular since the situation came to be even worse 

after the earthquake of 2010, the international non-profit organizations that provide the 

food aid to this country are currently trying to evaluate whether the food aid is really 

supporting the Haitians or will bring the local agriculture sector down. According to 

Philippe Mathieu, from Oxfam organization in Haiti, the grants and subsidies of rice 

from United States and other humanitarian aid have reduced the income of Haitian 

farmers, while the U.S. government is investing in Haitian agricultural development.18 

Therefore there are some contradictions and discrepancies in the way that the aid, grants 

and investment as other types of aid are being applied in the Caribbean country. Thus, 

big part of the population lives in total dependency of the food aid and at the same time 

many people in Haiti still die every day for the lack of food. 

Nevertheless, the literature review about the current case of Haiti and Nicaragua 

in the field of the aid for food security that the farmers receive and the work of the non-

profit organizations is principally by reports or articles from newspaper or official 

website of the non-profit organizations, since there are few information by scholars 

about those two countries, therefore the author believes it is important to continue with 

the conduction of this research in order to find the principal and most important 

academic opinion and articles as well as none academic ones for this section of 

                                                           
17 “Ayuda alimentaria eternice el hambre Haitiana” Inter Press Services agencia de noticias, Puerto 

Príncipe October 14th, 2013. http://www.ipsnoticias.net/2013/10/detras-del-hambre-haitiana/ Access date: 

February 2014. 
18 “Los Agricultores Haitianos no quieren ayuda alimentaria”, Guía ONGs, noticias ONGs, 

EP/Washington, 

http://www.guiaongs.org/noticias/ongs/Los%20agricultores%20haitianos%20no%20quieren%20ayuda%

20alimentaria-2-4-2341 Access date: February 2014. 
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literature review, to furthermore have a global perspective of how the aid for the food 

security is being evaluated, and to have an overview of the importance that the non-

profit organizations have and the role they play in transferring the information to the 

communities as well as their close relation with the aid recipients. 
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2. The Work of the Non-Profit Organizations on  

Aid for Food Security 

 

This chapter will refer about the background of the food security in the world, 

how this topic turned into an issue of relevant importance in the international 

community, being the first of the UN millennium development goals. Furthermore it 

will describe the relation between the international organizations and the non-profit 

organization as channels for the aid. In the end of the chapter, the main geographic areas 

of research will be the Latin American and the Caribbean regions, describing the 

panorama of the food insecurity and the perspective for eradicating poverty and hunger. 

 

2.1.  Background of Aid for Food Security 

The non-governmental food aid is distributed through the nonprofit 

organizations, of which commonly act as distribution channels for both bilateral and 

multilateral aid, although sometimes have their own resources. Their weight has been 

multiplied from the 80’s reaching more than 20% of total aid. 

The primary origins of food assistance was the Marshall, one quarter of the 

resources of which were allocated to support plan such. This North American initiative 

had the following objectives contribute to the rebuilding of a Europe devastated by 

World War II, stop the communist advance for it and outputting the U.S. agricultural 

surplus to prevent falling prices. Similar political and commercial objectives have 

largely persisted over time. Later, in 1954, the U.S. approved the Law for Relief and 
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Agricultural Trade Development,19 which is the, still in force, legislative framework of 

food assistance in the country and the initiation of targeting Third World countries. 

With the growing of the populations, the migration from one country to another 

developed, the world’s powerful nations addressed this important issue – aid for food 

security - in the round of Kennedy for the negotiation of GATT20 in 1967, which was 

the first international grains agreement. This agreement referred to the need of the 

constriction of the grains productions and market and as well as the wish of the food aid 

donor countries to share their effort with the least developed countries.  

The first Food Aid Convention, resulted in the involvement of its members to 

provide annual food aid totaling 4.5 m. tons of grain to the developing countries.21 The 

donors came to a great commitments by guaranteeing the level and the minimum limit 

of food aid that least developed countries should receive even if global scarcity forced 

to increase the price of grains in the world’s stock. Donors were free to decide how to 

distribute their aid, but the FAC encouraged them to channel some multilaterally.  Since 

the beginning, FAC food aid has been an important resource for the World Food 

Programmed in support of its various projects.  In the year 1971, this Food Aid 

                                                           
19 The Law for Relief and Agricultural Trade Development is better known as Public Law 480 (PL480), 

what in the actuality became The Food for Peace Act (FPA). FPA provides assistance to countries at a 

particular level of economic development. This Act is divided into 3 titles: Title I is administered by 

USDA, and Titles II and III are administered by USAID. 

See: United States Department of Agriculture official website 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=AGENCY_REPORTS 
20 GATT: The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) covers international trade in goods. The 

workings of the GATT agreement are the responsibility of the Council for Trade in Goods (Goods 

Council) which is made up of representatives from all WTO member countries. The current chairperson is 

Amb. Dacio CASTILLO (Honduras). 

See: World Trade Organization / GATT and the goods council official website 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/gatt_e/gatt_e.htm 
21 FAC: Food Aid Convention 

Objective:  “To contribute to world food security and to improve the ability of the international 

community to respond to emergency food situations and other food needs of developing countries”.  FAC 

members make quality food aid available to developing countries with the greatest needs on a predictable 

basis, irrespective of fluctuations in world food prices and supplies.  Particular importance is attached to 

ensuring that food aid is directed to the alleviation of poverty and hunger of the most vulnerable groups. 

Source: www.foodassistanceconvention.org 
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Conventions was successfully renewed by the member countries and some small 

changed have been applied.22 At the 106th session of the Food aid Committee members 

agreed not to extend the Food Aid Convention, 1999. Accordingly, this Convention 

expired on 30 June 2012. On 1st January 2013, a new Food Assistance Convention 

came into effect, which objectives changed in order to save lives, reduce hunger, 

improve food security, and to give assistance in to help developing countries recover the 

nutritional status.  And by January 2014, the commitments of the parties who have 

ratified, accepted or approved the Food Assistance Convention are the one listed with 

details in the following table (see table 2.1). 

Table 2.1: Food Assistance Convention Donors 

Donor  Commitments in 2014  US$* 

Austria  €1.495m US$ 2.043 m. 

Canada  C$250m. US$ 227.77m. 

Denmark   DKK185m. US$ 33.61m. 

European Union €300m. US$ 406.74m. 

Finland  €6m US$ 8.203 m. 

Japan  JPY10bn.  US$ 96.04m. 

Switzerland CHF34m. US$ 37.38m. 

United States of 

America  

US$1.6bn US$1.6bn 

*Note: exchange rate of December 2013, using website of XE currency exchange 

Source: Food Assistance Committee, information note of January 2014 

www.foodassistanceconvention.org 

Access date: January 2014 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
22 Food Aid Convention official website, about the FAC 

http://www.foodaidconvention.org/en/index/aboutthefac.aspx 

Food Assistance Committee, information note of January 2014. 
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2.2. Panorama of the Food Security and Food Insecurity in the World 

If the world produce enough food for everyone, then, why are there still 

thousands of people suffering and dying due to food scarcity? The picture is really 

chaotic in most of the developing and least developed countries around the world. 

Despite the increase of the population by 70 percent in the last decades, according to the 

Food and Agriculture Organization, the world is producing 17 calories more than 30 

years ago, but the distribution of the agriculture its output is what really affect many 

countries in the world.23 The World Bank statistics data show that there is a progress in 

Latin America and the Caribbean Countries, nevertheless large amount of the 

population face the reality of food scarcity in their region.  

The agricultural activity is a very important part of the industry of the Latin 

American and Caribbean countries, big part of the GPD belongs to that sector. But still 

there are many areas where the farmers do not have access to water, tools or even the 

input to buy the seeds. In many rural areas of those countries, where the poverty and the 

income inequality is visible, the people suffer from hunger and malnutrition, this is the 

repeatable case from one country to another, mostly in the borders, where local 

government do not act in order to improve the livelihood of hundreds of people. Those 

are the places where the NPO’s provide the aid and the technical training to teach the 

farmers how to produce, the role of this organizations start at this point, where the only 

support that the farmers get do not come from the local government but from the 

activities that the NPO’s run to help the family farmers, their activities range from the 

                                                           
23 World Hunger official website, articles 2013 World’s Hunger and Poverty statistics, World Hunger 

Education Service, hunger concepts and definitions 

http://www.worldhunger.org/articles/Learn/world%20hunger%20facts%202002.htm  

Date of Access: December 2013. 

 

 

 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

20 
 

type of projects they run such as fruits and vegetables farms or the plantation of grains, 

also the projects for access to potable water in those communities where the habitants 

have no access to any source of clean water, as well as the workshops teaching the 

farmers how to identify the principal problems that the crops could present, or what is 

better to produce depending the size and type of land they have, marketing assistance, 

among others. The function of the NPO’s depends on their nature, some are working for 

charity and welfare, others for religious mission, education, etc.,24 therefore the function 

of the NPO’s working in the field of aid for food security will depend if the 

organizations purely run projects for this matter, but as mentioned before, it could be 

classified according the nature and the mission of the organization. In the Latin 

American and in the Caribbean regions, there are numerous NPO’s working for the food 

security, such as Food for the Poor, Oxfam, Bread For the World, InterAction and its 

members, among other local and smaller NPO’s working some in particular countries. 

The role of most of the NPO’s is sometimes considered as a boycott to local 

governments, since their activities cover part of the population that is the most 

vulnerable and forgotten by the governments. The activities of the NPO’s through their 

projects help the farmers to be able to have access to not only loans but also education 

on how to cultivate as well as in the marketing and the role of these NPO’s are 

becoming more and more important and crucial for the food security in Latin America 

and the Caribbean, but the truth is that Latin America still have a lot to work for to help 

those communities in greater need. As shown in the following map (see figure 2.1), the 

case of Latin America, specifically Central America and the Caribbean, is similar with 

part of Africa. 

                                                           
24 Chron, Small Business, The Function of a Non-Profit Organization, 

http://smallbusiness.chron.com/functions-nonprofit-30857.html date of access: July 2014. 
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Figure 2.1: World Map of Food Security Risk 
 

Source: MapleCroft official website 

 

 

It is clear that the African continent face the most difficult part of the food 

insecurity and the lack of food in the world. Unlike Latin America and the Caribbean, 

the drought makes the production capacity to be more in risk in Africa, and the lack of 

water turns the situation to be more difficult for the farmers to produce. The civil wars 

and the corruption is one of the principal reasons because Africa continue to suffer 

hunger, but in Latin American and in the Caribbean region, the countries are not in civil 

war and the access to potable water is more efficient than in the African continent. Latin 

America and the Caribbean region have the capacity to produce more food for its own 

countries and for feeding a large part of the neighbor regions. In the following map it is 
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shown the access to drinking water in the different regions of the world (see figure 2.2). 

 

Figure 2.2: Access to Drinking Water World Map 

 
Source: World Health Organization and United Nations Children's Fund. 2000.  

Accessed through the United Nations Common Database in 2006. Online at: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cdb/  

Date of Access: April 2014. 

 

Nevertheless in both regions –Latin America and the Caribbean- there are 

exceptions when talking about the water accessibility and the improvement in the 

agricultural sector, in most of the Latin American countries and in the Caribbean, the 

habitant subsist among other activities, from the agriculture. Even though only about the 

20% of the territory of Nicaragua is appropriate for this activity, for example, the 

agriculture has been a base for the economy and the development for the country, the 

same as in other countries along the Latin American sub-region and the Caribbean 

countries. The agriculture is the base of subsistence for the world, no one can subsist 

without food but we see the majority of the countries trying to subsist without big 

industrialized zones, the development of this activity is what can really bring a better 
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reality for the least developed countries. Nowadays the countries face the situation of 

inequality, this is the principal barrier, income inequality, resources distribution 

inequality, gender inequality, and the inequality access to the food, even this is a principal 

right. Thus, the work for the food security in the zone is very important, since according 

to statistical research, show that even in the last twenty years the mortality rate of 

children in Latin America has been reduced, the extreme poverty in some areas is very 

serious and in places like Haiti where living conditions and the infrastructure add more to 

the poverty and sanitary conditions and the difficult access to potable water, or water for 

irrigation of the crops present more challenges when trying to run projects for the food 

security in the country.  

The food scarcity in many developing and least developed countries becomes 

worse while the economy goes slow too, therefore the hungers and the malnutrition will 

also affect the mortality since the lower income the people have, the fewer food they can 

afford and principle, the lower calories and protein they can consume. According to the 

statistics date and the research papers about child mortality rate in the Sub-Saharan Africa, 

there is a relation between the malnutrition and the increasing on child mortality rate, 

when comparing the nutrition of the kids in region outside the Sub-Saharan Africa.25 This, 

is another effect of the low GDP per capita of those countries, since the habitants live in 

precarious conditions and due to the lack of food during the childhood, the body is not 

well developed and therefore they are more likely to suffer from illness and mortality. 

The child mortality rate and the increasing of it, has been studied and pointed for many 

international organizations, in many journals of health and also addressed in the 

governments agenda, but the relation between the mortality rate and the income 

                                                           
25 Yoko Akachi, David Canning (2010), Health trends in Sub-Saharan Africa: Conflicting evidence from 

infant mortality rates and adult heights, Harvard University, Cambridge Journal, MA 02138, United 

States, pp. 1- 281. 
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inequality is not clear for everybody yet. Many families even in developed countries or 

developing countries still live in very unfair conditions and the work of their land, the 

their harvest and therefore their income is not enough to have the basic nutrition to be 

healthy and strong. Income inequality and how the low GDP per capita affects the life of 

one person, one family, one community, a big part of one country, the major percent of 

habitants in the world, is not really addressed in the way it should be, therefore the 

ignorance about how income inequality is directly linked to high rates of child mortality 

still remain, as well as how poverty is directly linked to the food scarcity in the world, 

according to the research of Parul, in 2010, in the world, the people know more about the 

deaths related to food scarcity or food insecurity,26 nevertheless the fact that the poverty 

is linked to this, is still not a clear matter for most of the people.  

The Panorama of food insecurity in the world is every day more clear, the lack 

of food in many countries of the world prevails due to the income inequality and the 

growing of poverty in many communities, poverty or income inequality will always 

involve many other factors affecting the life of those in more need, for example, the 

mortality rate will be also affected by a number of causes of death, like the disability in 

the children, which many times is due to the no well-built psycho-motor developing 

from childhood and the undernourishment. Also the ones who face this kind of illness, 

will face more problems for the work, even there are many laws trying to protect their 

rights, and so, the reality is that they still face much more limitation than the non-

disabled ones. According to Elwan (1999), the income of families with disable member 

                                                           
26 Christian Parul (2010), Impact of the Economic Crisis and Increase in Food Prices on Child Mortality: 

Exploring Nutritional Pathways, Center for Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Journal of Nutrition, pp. 1-178. 
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will be in most of the cases lower than the other families.27 Sadly, this is a fact that the 

limitations for the food, medicine, education, and housing are more serious and in many 

cases the family cannot afford the medicine and this can also lead to death and the lack 

of food is related to the health problems, or in other cases, the lack of knowledge about 

how to use the agrochemicals in the family farms, will later be the cause of some 

genetic problems in the kids, more in the cases such Latin American countries where the 

kids work in the farms in order to help the family.   

The particular case of Latin America differs from the other developing areas 

because in spite of the reduction on the birth mortality rate, the child mortality rate is 

still high and this is due to the inequality to the access of the social and health care 

system for those who are poorer. According to the WHO, the mortality rate in children 

is higher in Latin America more than in other countries and particularly the death for no 

reason, that in other words could be interpreted as the result of the poor health care 

system and the lack of food in those countries,28 as the level of poverty in which most of 

the families live, also the sanitary conditions that will facilitate the spread of diseases 

and morbidity after the natural disasters are common in the region due to the lack of 

infrastructure for the water distribution. According to the statistical data of Fides 

Organization, in Latin America the child mortality rate is five times higher than in other 

areas,29 even the region has the potential to produce more food to feed the world. 

                                                           
27 Elwan Ann (1999), Poverty and Disability, a survey of the literature, background paper for WDR 

2000/20001 and as part of the Social Protection Unit's research on the economic consequences of 

disability, pp. 1-21. 
28 Fides Agency 2013, Pobreza y Mortalidad Infantil en América Latina, América/Panamá- Las muertes 

de los niños pobres son 5 veces superiores en América Latina que en el resto del mundo, 

http://loiolaxxi.wordpress.com/2013/09/17/pobreza-y-mortalidad-infantil-en-america-latina/ date of 

Access: January 2014. 

29 Fides Agency 2013, Pobreza y Mortalidad Infantil en América Latina, América/Panamá- Las muertes 

de los niños pobres son 5 veces superiores en América Latina que en el resto del mundo, 

http://loiolaxxi.wordpress.com/2013/09/17/pobreza-y-mortalidad-infantil-en-america-latina/, Date of 

Access: January 2014. 
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2.3. A Millennium Development Goal: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger, 

Latin America and Caribbean Perspective 

Poverty and hunger are two dangerous issues that through the years have been 

affecting the world, one of the other's hand, consequently, lack of monetary resources 

always affect the right to food. This has being an issue of global interest, with more and 

more influence over the decisions of the international community regarding how to deal 

with the growing level of poverty and hunger in the most vulnerable and least developed 

places in the world. The progress is growing in certain countries while others remain in 

extreme poverty and with lack of food, the size of the problem is more than visible and 

understandable, but the interest of the states go far from the needs of the habitants, the 

civil wars and the conflicts only turn the problem into more severe, making more 

difficult for the international organizations and the non-profit organizations to be able to 

reach the places where the people do not have access to potable water and for 

consequence to clean food. 

Addressed by the international organizations, as well as the governments from 

well-developed countries the same as least developed ones, issue taken into the list of 

projects of the non-profit and charitable organizations, topic of research and social 

interest, the need to eradicate hunger is a fact, nevertheless the goal planned is still far 

from the reality that hundreds of  thousands of people live every day in their normal life, 

the only life they know, the only reality, is sadly a life with very scarce resources to get 

food and the nutrients that every person need as a right. 

Eradicate poverty and hunger is the first in order of importance between the 

eight millennium development goals listed by the United Nations Organization, and to 
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be accomplished is necessary to complete each of the targets, detailed as following:30 

The Target 1.A for the halve, which should be completed from 1990 to the year 

2014, is designated for the proportion of people that have incomes of less than US$1.25 

per day, this target aims to reduce the extreme poverty rates to half was met five years 

ahead of the deadline that should be in 2014. The global poverty rate at $1.25 a day fell 

in 2010 to less than half the 1990 rate. According to the data, 700 million fewer people 

lived in conditions of extreme poverty in 2010 comparing with the data of 1990 

respectively. However, at the global level 1.2 billion people are still living in extreme 

poverty. 

The Target 1.B is seeking for the achieve of aa full and productive employment 

and decent work for all the people as equal, for women and for young people as well, 

since according to the data, globally 384 million workers lived below the $1.25 a day 

poverty line in 2011, a reduction of 294 million was reached since the year 2001. The 

second part of this target is about the gender equality for the employment, since gender 

gap in employment persists, with a 24.8 percentage point difference between men and 

women in the employment-to-population ratio in 2012. 

Finally, the Target 1.C, Halve in the same period of time, from 1990 to 2015, the 

proportion of people in the world who suffer from hunger. This target aims to reach the 

reduction of hunger by 2015. According to the data, globally there are about 870 million 

people that are estimated to be undernourished in the world and more than 100 million 

children under age five are still undernourished and underweight. 

Hunger is the principal reason of child mortality rate and continue to ascend. 

Although food is a human right, and even Latin America and the Caribbean region have 

                                                           
 
30 Millennium Development Goals and Beyond 2015, Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, 

Targets, http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/poverty.shtml Date of access: May 2014 
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the capacity and the land extension and characteristics needed to fight hunger, the lack 

of food and the lack of assistance for to boost the agricultural development in the region 

are some of the consequences because both regions still face very serious cases of food 

insecurity and poverty from one country to another. As shown in the following graphics 

(see graphic 2.1), Haiti and Nicaragua have been facing the most serious problems 

among both region, according to the statistics and the perspectives for the period of 

1990-2015, the estimations points both countries as well as Guatemala, Panama and 

Honduras as the countries in the region with more problems of poverty and hunger, 

Haiti is the one on the top. 31 

 

Graphic 2.1: Latin America and the Caribbean: Extreme Poverty and 

Undernourishment, 2000-2002 

 
  Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), on the basis of 

information from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and ECLAC, 

Social Panorama of Latin America, 2004 (LC/G.2259-P), Santiago, Chile, 2005, in press. 

Date of Access: May 2014. 

                                                           
31  The Millennium Development Goals: Latin America and Caribbean perspective, United Nations 

Publications, Santiago de Chile, 2005, pp. 58. 
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The graphic shows the countries of both regions and positions, detailing that the 

higher percent of people living in extreme poverty, the high percent of population in 

undernourishment, what clearly reflex that there is a direct relationship between the 

level of poverty and the less access to food.  

There is a big effort that has been done by the countries of both regions trying to 

eradicate the extreme poverty and the lack of food, following the warnings from the 

international organizations, the governments adopted measures in the seeking of the 

reduction of hunger and undernourishment, but the effort and the measures have to be 

designed as well as the policies, individually, because each country face different reason 

of the increasing of poverty, as well as different macroeconomic figures and different 

food production capacity and the income inequality, therefore it is the labor of the 

policymakers to address seriously and to include the issue of the eradication of extreme 

poverty and hunger as one priority to done in order to well utilize the capacity of 

production of each country and to also take the most possible advantage of technical 

assistance and food aid provided by the international organizations through the non-

profit and charity organizations. 

To complete each target by 2015, it is necessary the involvement of the 

governments, together with the international organizations and the non-profit sector, to 

promote the development of the agricultural sector in Latin America and the Caribbean 

regions, especially to take measures in the countries where the food aid did not make 

any effect and the poverty level is increasing, such as Haiti and Nicaragua. According to 

the statistical data from the report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the Latin America and the Caribbean region presented an improvement 

in percentage of reducing undernourishment, both region reached a 10% in the 
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beginning of 2000, comparing with the 13% reached by 1990, this percentage is really 

significant in population number, which means a reduce of 6.6 million of people in 

undernourishment, counting 52.9 million of people living in undernourishment, from 

the 59.5 million calculated one decade before. 32  This improvement is of great 

significance for both region as starting of reducing and eradicating the extreme poverty 

and consequently, the eradication of hunger that the countries face. In the Following 

graphic (see graphic 2.2), the comparative description of the percentage of 

undernourishment in Latin America and the Caribbean, 1990-1992 and 2000-2002. 

Showing Haiti and Nicaragua as the countries with major percentage. 

 

Graphic 2.2: Latin America and the Caribbean (24 Countries): Changes in the 

Undernourished Population between 1990-1992 and 2000-2002 

 
  Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the State of Food 

Insecurity in the World 2004, Rome, 2004.  

Date of Access: May 2014. 
 

                                                           
32 The Millennium Development Goals: Latin America and Caribbean perspective, United Nations 

Publications, Santiago de Chile, 2005, pp. 1-321. 
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3. Aid for Food Security in Latin America 

The chapter three will be divided into four section, the first one will focus on the 

food security in the Latin American region with focus in the Central American country: 

Nicaragua, describing the overview of the situation of the countries, the second section 

will talk about what is the important of the agricultural sector and the work of the non-

profit organizations in that field. The third section will describe how the non-profit 

organization work in partnership with the government and what difficulties and 

challenges these organizations face during that process, and finally the section number 

four will be a case study of the non-profit organization working in the food security 

field in Nicaragua. 

 

3.1. Overview of the Situation of Lack of Food and Development of Agriculture 

in Latin American Countries 

 

The Latin American subcontinent is composed by 17 republics and one 

protectorate,33 and according to the Real Spanish Academy, it is denominated as Latin 

America to the group of countries which language comes from Latin (Spanish, 

Portuguese and French). 34  This big region has in common its dependency on the 

agriculture, thus this field has a great value for the living and development of the 

habitants.  

 

                                                           
33  Latin American countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Protectorate: French Guyana. 
34 Diccionario Prehispánico de Dudas 2005, Real Academia Española, 

http://buscon.rae.es/dpd/srv/search?id=BAVPXG0TfD6VHyDvzn date of Access: April 2014. 
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The lack of development in the technics of cultivation also increase the cost of 

production and put the zone into disadvantage comparing with the production of other 

countries, which also leads the local farmers to higher the cost of their production and 

this leads the consumers to buy imported agricultural products some times for a lower 

cost than the national ones.  

In the case of Latin America, the agricultural production varies from many 

different products, the production of rice, beans, sorgo, corn, is very important in the 

zone but not all the habitants have enough income to buy even the very basic products 

for the daily living, and many of the production destination is the exportation to other 

countries of the region.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization reported a total of 8.8% of increasing of 

the cereal production in the whole Latin America and Caribbean region in the year 2013, 

nevertheless the major of this production growth was in the South American region with 

a total of 11% of production growth, principally Brazil and Argentina and only 1.8% in 

the Central America and Caribbean region.35 In spite Latin America and The Caribbean 

show lower index of hunger in the 2013 Global Hunger Index, there is a big difference 

from one country to another and in Central America the countries still report very low 

score.36 Below the detail in the figure 3.1, with a description of the contribution of 

components of the Global Hunger Index score by region from 1990 to 2013: 

                                                           
35 Cereal Production Grows in Latin America and the Caribbean in 2013, Radio Cadena Agramonte, 

Cuba, http://www.cadenagramonte.cu/english/index.php/show/articles/17252:cereal-production-grows-in-

latin-america-and-the-caribbean-in-2013 date of access: February 2014. 
36 Global Hunger Index (2013), The Challenge of Hunger: Building resilience to achieve food and 

nutrition security. International Policy Research Institute, Bonn/ Washington D.C. / Dublin, October 2013, 

pp. 1-61. 
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Figure 3.1: Global Hunger Index Score by region 1990-2013  
 

Source: Global Hunger Index  

Access date: February 2014 

 

After the 2008 world crisis and the global increasing in the price of the food, 

many countries reached more serious levels of lack of food and undernourishment. In 

consequence, governments, civil society as well as the international organizations and 

non-profit sector started to give more importance to the question of overpopulation in 

the world and link it to the sudden increase of the price of food and the food riots in 

many countries. However, according to the data showed in the reports of FAO, 2007 

was the year with grain harvesting record, assuring that the world food production is at 

least 1.5 times more than the global demand,37 but the people still suffer from hunger in 

many places of the world, and Latin America is one of the places with great potential to 

produce and export to the world, but they currently face another reality, due to the lack 

                                                           
37 Global Food Crisis (2008), Global Issues online, http://www.globalissues.org/article/758/global-food-

crisis-2008 last updated: Sunday, august 10th, 2008, date of access: April 2013. 
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of development in the agricultural sector as well as the income inequality, the lack of 

loans to produce the land and the lack of technical assistance for the small and poor 

farmers. There is a big question for the world and for the policymakers, if the world has 

the capacity of production to feed the entire population of the world, and if the actual 

production reached more than the world demand, where is the food going? What is the 

real problem still causing hunger and food riot in the world? And what measures are 

necessary to take for the protectionism of the production as well as to support the farmer 

and boost economy of Latin America and the Caribbean region, which subsist mostly 

from the agricultural activity. Below, the data shows the increasing of the price of 

cereals between 2006 and 2008 (see figure 3.2), the food riot leaded many countries of 

the Latin American region to reach higher inflation rates during and after this period.38 

 

Figure 3.2: Cereal Price Increases 2006-2008  

 
Note: Crop Prospect and Food Situation, No.4 

Source: Food and Agriculture Organization 

Access date: April 2014 

 

                                                           
38 Shepard Daniels, The Oakland Institute Policy Brief (2008), The Food Crisis and Latin America: 

Framing a New Policy Aproach, 

 http://www.essex.ac.uk/armedcon/themes/food_security/Latin_America-Food_Prices_Brief.pdf  

Date of access: April 2014. 
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According to statistical data from the Food and Agricultural Organization, the 

increasing in the price of the food was not only from 2006 or 2008, the data shows that 

for several years before, the price of the grains presented a paulatine increasing but 

maybe the signs were not reeally taken seriously, and probably the reason why the 

sudden big increase happened between 2006 and 2008. Surely, the oil high prices and 

the economic world crisis from 2007 was one of the causes for the continuing 

increeasing in the price of the food production and market, and the diversion of around 

the 5% of the of the world’s cereals to the production of agrofuels, as well as droughts 

in the countries with major production of wheat in the period from 2005 to 2006, were 

major reasons that made the food riot and prices increeasing globally.39 The figure 

below shows the behavior on the food price from the year 2000 (see figure 3.3). 

 

Figure 3.3: Food Price Index 2000-2007  

 
Source: Food and Agriculture Organization, United Nations 

Access date: April 2014 

 

 

 

                                                           
39 Global Food Crisis (2008), Global Issues online, http://www.globalissues.org/article/758/global-food-

crisis-2008 last updated: Sunday, august 10th, 2008, date of access: April 2013. 
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The increasing in the price of the products in which some Latin American 

countries have trade surpluses, will present a new opportunity for them to boost the 

investment as well as to maintain the control of the inflation rate and to reach some 

economic growth, but some of the countries in the central American region, depends a 

lot on the imports of food for the national consumption, therefore, those will face the 

harder situation during the increasing of the price in the food. Mexico, Venezuela and 

Guatemala were some of the Latin American countries that were facing the negative 

side of the increasing of the price in the cereals, those  as well as other countries of the 

Latin American region were the biggest importers of some cereals by the year 2011, the 

following table (see table 3.1) shows with details the values in US$ dollars of the major 

imports by country and by cereal. 

 

Table 3.1: Countries of Latin America with Major Import of Corn, Wheat and Soy 

Bean in 2011 

 
Note: original data from Global Trade Atlas (GTA), presented in Panorama and modified by the author. 

Source: Panorama de la Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutricional en América Latina y el Caribe 2012  

Research Date: 2012 / Access date: April 2014. 

 

 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

37 
 

3.2. The Value of the Agricultural Sector and the Non-Profit Work   

 

The agricultural field is very important for Latin American countries, since the 70 ś, 

the region tried to boost this sector in order to reach better macroeconomic digits, by 

that time, the agricultural contribution of the whole Latin American region was 17% of 

the gross direct product, but the different political and social sceneries changed affected 

the economic performance of the region, decreasing also the development of the 

agriculture, contributing only to the 8.8% of the gross direct product by 1997,40 and 

according to the report of ECLA,41 by using the proportion of the agricultural GDP in 

the national GDP, the region shows an average of the 6% by 2010,42 which shows how 

the agriculture sector in the Latin American region has been decreasing constantly and 

in significance.  

There are many factor such as the national revolutions and natural disasters in the 

region after 1970, as well as the lack of access to potable water, the pollution, and the 

change in the principal economic activities of the countries one by one and the 

dependency of the farmers on producing one single product, either for local market or 

for the exportation, made the farmers to be in a more vulnerable situation when the price 

of the food vary and even more due to the climate change and for consequence, the 

droughts, the use of some agrochemicals caused problems in the production and 

therefore in the producers too, from this some of the farmers helped and with the 

                                                           
40 Margarita Flores de la Vega, (1999). “La agricultura en América Latina: situación y perspectivas”, en 

Revista Estudios Agrarios Número 12, Mayo-agosto. México, pp. 226-229. 
41 The Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) -the Spanish acronym is CEPAL- was 

established by Economic and Social Council resolution 106(VI) of 25 February 1948 and began to 

function that same year. The scope of the Commission's work was later broadened to include the 

countries of the Caribbean, and by resolution 1984/67 of 27 July 1984, the Economic Council decided to 

change its name to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC); the 

Spanish acronym, CEPAL, remains unchanged.  

Source: http://www.eclac.cl/cgi-bin/getprod.asp?xml=/noticias/paginas/0/21710/P21710.xml&xsl=/tpl-

i/p18f-st.xsl&base=/tpl-i/top-bottom.xsl date of access: April 2014. 
42 CEPAL (2010), Evolución y Distribución del Ingreso Agrícola en América Latina: Evidencias a partir 

de cuentas nacionales y encuestas a hogares. Documento de proyecto, pp. 7-13. 
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technical assistance from Non-Profit organizations, started to opt for the organic 

production in the seeking for the promotion of biodiversity, so that the families will not 

depend anymore in the production of one single product and will not be very affected by 

the changes in the market prices and in order to promote major food sovereignty and 

security in the farms, bringing also dual benefits as the soil fertility. In many countries 

of Latin America, the only training and technical assistance for the production, as well 

as the loans and marketing preparation comes from the Non-Profit organizations, many 

of the farmers organized in cooperatives, and they receive the technical assistance 

during all the process, which have helped them a lot to really improve their production 

capacity as well as the quality of the products, and find the correct market and checking 

the price. The Non-Profit organization have also taught them and trained them about 

how to process the over production they have and cannot be able to sell, so that they 

will not lose the products, they receive training on how to make the jelly form the ripe 

fruits.  

The Non-Profit Organizations involve in all the process for the farmers to have a 

better knowledge and training and to offer better products and get a better life for their 

families. It is very beneficial for the to count with the skills offered by engineers and 

technicians who have the latest training to offer them the capacitation on how to 

produce, also about how to make their production more profitable and more qualified to 

the local market as well as even for the exportations. Even the with the years the 

agricultural frontier have been expanded in Latin America, even taking some of the 

borders of the national bio reserve and national protected areas, many of the land is been 

used for grazing area, more than for the production of grains, cereals, fruits and 

vegetables, which is affecting the potential of production that Latin America has to 

produce more food. The importance of the improvement and revival of the agricultural 
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sector plays a very important role for the future of the economy of the region, it could 

be a strategy for the countries to boost the production of food and especially of cereal, 

so that Latin America could be one of the key regions of food productions for 2020. The 

principal problem for this is the growing of the monopolies on the agricultural 

production, from this we can see how big and rich farmers have a lot of production, the 

principal percent of the national production in many Latin American countries belong to 

rich families who designate the production for international market, and many poor 

farmers with lack of technical assistance and the material to work, they cannot improve 

their production without the assistance from capable human resources, here is where the 

Non-Profit Organizations play the more important role for the small farmers that 

conform the cooperatives. If those small farms desist of producing due to the lack of 

economic resources and technical skills and knowledge, then the production will 

decrease and those small farms will be forced to rent their land for other farmers to 

produce on it. For many years this was and still is a practice that happen in many Latin 

American countries and the small farmers get only very few payment from this rent. In 

order to prevent they lose their land instead produce, the Non-Profit Organizations offer 

loans for them with very low interest rate and with flexible payment schedules 

according to their production plan, which is also assisted by the technicians during all 

the marketing process. From this, is evident how important are the Non-Profit 

organizations becoming for the small farmers and the cooperatives, as well as a channel 

between the International Organizations and International Cooperation from 

Governments of well developed countries as well as with the local governments, in 

order to ensure the improvement of the agricultural sector and therefore the food 

security in the region, which has a high potential for the agricultural sustainable 

development and for the ensure of the better living standard for the habitants.  
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The agricultural sector has been for many years the source of living for many 

families, numerous people in the rural areas of the Latin American countries subsist 

from the agricultural activity, either for family consumption or for the marketing of their 

production, in this second case could be for small market (only in the community) or 

medium size market (local supermarkets, as well as supply in the restaurants chain) or 

big market (export to the neighboring countries as well as to export to the countries with 

common free trade agreement). Many of the producer have increase their production 

and have expanded their farms with the help and assistance that they receive through the 

activities of the Non-Profit organizations, but some of them have also lose their 

production due to the lack of technical assistance or the lack of economic resources as 

loans or low interest rate credit and also subsidies from the government. The lack of 

subsidies from local government administration in the rural areas where there is a lot of 

land to work for production, lead the farmers to decrease or close their production, or 

work only for paying the loans they get with high interest rate from regular banks. This 

kind of issues that the farmers face in many countries is the principal barrier for them to 

boost their agricultural production and to improve the development of their farms and 

therefore to contribute with the development of the country and the gross direct product 

of the country individually as well as the development of the whole Latin American 

region. In the next table it is shown the classification and the characteristics of each type 

or agricultural zone (see table 3.2). 
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Table 3.2: Typology of the Agricultural Situation in Latin America 

 

Note: Translated and modified from Spanish language of the original data from the book  

Source: Agricultura, Cambio Tecnológico y Medio Ambiente en América Latina:  

Una perspectiva para 2020 

Research Date: 1995 

Access date: May 2014 
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In the case of Central America, as many parts of South America, the land that 

was originally covered by forest and that the governments decreted as protected zones, 

in the recent years have been invaded by farmers, expanding the agricultural frontier 

and using the land for grassland. In the particular case of Nicaragua for example, in the 

protected region of Bosawas,43 the second biggest biosphere reserve, is losing losing 

territory due to the increasing of the population around the zone, that now is starting to 

use this land to expand their farms and deforesting the borders of the forest in order to 

use it as grassland. The greatest forest loss that have been registered in the reserve 

Bosawas is five years from 2005 to 2010, a loss of 213.379 hectares, equals to 2,133 

km; the detail of the new use of the land is explained in the following figure (see figure 

3.4). 

 

Figure 3.4: Increasing of the Agricultural Activity in Bosawas 

       Note: Translated from Spanish language of the original data from the online newspaper. 

       Source: El Ocaso de Bosawas, III- Los Invasores, Diario El Confidencial 

       Research Date: 2014 Access date: May 2014. 

 

                                                           
43 The BOSAWAS Biosphere Reserve was recognized by UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere (MAB-

UNESCO) in October 1997; and ratified by the Government of Nicaragua in 2001 by Act 407 "Law 

Declare and Define the BOSAWAS Biosphere Reserve", constituting a special management area with an 

area of 19,926 square kilometers, accounting for 15.25% of the area whole country, located in the 

northeastern region of the Republic of Nicaragua, Central America.  

Source: MARENA (Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of Nicaragua), 

http://www.marena.gob.ni/reserva-bosawas date of access: May 2014. 
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The principal agricultural activities in the protected zone are the production of 

beans and corn and the livestock farming. Nevertheless the agricultural activity is not 

the only reason for the use of the land in the biosphere reserve, but also, and principaly 

the logging products, the black market of precious good is what principally affect the 

laws in the zone and what also affect the real farmers in the zone and the indigenous 

habitants. Nicaragua as many other countries faces the difficult task of establishing 

regulacions and environmental laws to protect the environment and protected areas, but 

also allow growth agricoa activity and boost the maximum use of land to ensure 

maximum food production. Bosawas is one of the areas where the policies are not 

according to the reallity of the zone, the country, the farmers and the need of food 

production and environmental protection, because the policies are general, not updated 

and not revised, this is also the principal reason that farmers face when wishing to boost 

their agricultural activity in the seeking od market expantion, trying to reach new 

regional markets (export to the neigboring countries), as well as the difficulties that the 

Non-Profit organizations face in the country when they want to work with the farmers 

to provide them the updated technical support and capacitations in the agricultural field 

and in order to look towards the food security in the zone. 

As in the biosphere reserve mentintioned above, the case is repeated from city to 

city in the principal agricultural zones of the center and north of Nicaragua, where the 

agricultural frontier is being expanded, such as the case of Matagalpa city, Jinotega and 

Esteli, where the production of coffee, tabaco, rice, beans and corn are some of the 

principal agricultural activities, the same as the livestock farms and the production of 

fruits (banana, pineapple), and vegetables, sugarcain, cotton and sorgo among others, 

are the principal economy activity. 
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3.3. The Non-Profit Organizations  ́Work and the Government in Nicaragua 

Nicaragua is the biggest country in the Central American Region, with a total 

geographic area of 129,494 sq. km, its official name is Republic of Nicaragua and the 

name of the capital city is Managua. In spite that Nicaragua is the biggest country of 

Central America, its population is only 6 million of inhabitants. As the rest of the 

countries in the region, Nicaragua is still a developing country, the GDP per capita is 

US$ 3,000 (three thousand United States dollars). One of the principal economy 

activities is the agriculture, Nicaragua produce cattle, and other livestock products, corn, 

beans, rice, banana, coffee, Tabaco, among others. The country exports part of the 

production to the other countries in the Central American region as well as to other 

countries in the American continent, such as United States, Venezuela, as well as to 

European and Asian countries. 

The Non-Profit organization started in Nicaragua after the civil war, when many 

volunteers from Europe went to the Country in order to help the poorest ones of the 

society. Those volunteer dedicated their job mostly in the education and medical field, 

working in rural areas visiting the homes, the farms and teaching the farmers how to 

read and write, as well as write basic mathematics, the same as the medical groups of 

volunteers that went to the country before and after the national revolution. It is very 

popular to hear about the cooperation of the volunteers in the big coffee farms in 

Nicaragua.  

Even the farms were very big and with good capacity production, most of the 

farmers knew mathematics and marketing just by the empiric way, not knowing how to 

write even their own names. Therefore the help of those volunteers and the Non-Profit 

Organizations working with the farmer in the different rural zones in Nicaragua, the 

Nicaragua after the civil war, was undoubtedly a very important and remarkable fact of 
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the footprint and track for the Non-Profit work that later came with the pass of the years. 

Nevertheless the regulations for the Non-Profit work in Nicaragua was already 

addressed in the Civil Code of the Republic of Nicaragua since the year 1904, approved 

on February 1st and published in the Official Newspaper of Nicaragua 4 days later, in 

the publication No.2148.44 But also in the General Law for the Legal Non-Profit Person, 

Law 147, it is determined in the article one: “The object of this Act is to regulate the 

constitution, authorization, operation and termination of civil and religious Non-Profit 

Legal Persons that exist in the country and be organized in the future.”45 The act also 

specify about the Non-Profit work of one organization in Nicaragua can be dissolved or 

in the country according to the interest of the State. From this, during the history of the 

last 4 decades of Nicaragua, many of the Non-Profit organization limited their work or 

left the Country due to differences between their scope and the Nicaraguan Government 

interests, as the case of the Non-Profit cooperation from Sweden, finished in Nicaragua 

after the Embassy closed its office in Managua, capital of Nicaragua in 2011.46 By that 

time, some other international cooperation that Nicaragua received from European 

countries NGOs working in partnership with the embassies of EU countries in the 

Central American region (included Nicaragua) started to decrease their job and to close 

the projects, such as the cooperation from Norway, Denmark and The Netherlands.  

One of the frailest moments of the cooperation of the International Non-Profit 

Organizations in Nicaragua was in 2008, when the Government of Nicaragua started a 

campaign in order to delegitimize the work that some of the NPO were doing in the 

                                                           
44 Nubia Alemán Zeledón, (2013), Análisis del Marco Jurídico Regulatorio de las Personas Jurídicas sin 

Fines de Lucro, Universidad Autónoma de Nicaragua, León, Tesis de la Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas y 

Sociales., pp. 9-12. 
45 Ley General Sobre Personas Jurídicas sin Fines de Lucro, Ley No.147, Normas Juridicas de Nicaragua, 

Asamblea Nacional de la Republica,  

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F16E39766C5C7AFE062570A100577C41?Ope

nDocument Date of Access: May, 2014. 
46 Diario La Prensa (2011), Suecia: “No se debe politizar el Estado” by the declarations ambassador 

Eivor Halkjaer in Nicaragua. http://m.laprensa.com.ni/politica/17413 Date of Access: May 2014. 
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country, principally those working close to the society and which programs and projects 

had incidence in the public policies of the country. This matter affected not only 

Nicaragua, but also the Central American Region as a whole, since the European Union 

countries provide funds to the NPOs to work the projects in the different countries of 

the region, such as Honduras that faced the same situation during that time. Also, after 

the political change in the Latin American region, central left-wing or left wing 

governments, it became common the increasing of the south-south cooperation and the 

extension of the work of the Non-Profit organization with some political inclination to 

the administration of the countries. Such as the Non-Profit work from countries like 

Taiwan, which develops very important agricultural technical cooperation projects in 

the Latin American region, in partnership with other Non-Profit organization and also 

with government agencies, but still working closely to the farmers and to the 

cooperatives. The Non-Profit work in Nicaragua as in the rest of the Latin American 

countries plays a very important role for the development of the society, and the 

international cooperation that Nicaragua receive from the exterior is channeled through 

the Non-Profit Organizations. According to the Austrian Cooperation research, there are 

more than 1,800 Non-Profit Organizations working in Nicaragua, and its cooperation 

counts for the 20% of the total cooperation that the country received by 2005.47 This is a 

large number of organizations running projects in different fields and in different places 

of the country, many of those organizations dedicate to the labor of agriculture, 

providing assistance and loans to the small and medium size producers in the rural areas. 

Many of these non-profit organizations work in alliance with the public sector, as the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Nicaragua, and other private agencies or NGOs. 

                                                           
47 Institut für berufliche Bildung (2005), Evaluación del rol de ONG como socios de la Cooperación 

Austriaca para el Desarrollo en Nicaragua y su contribución en la erradicación de la pobreza. Report, 

Viena, Austria/Coatepec, México, Julio de 2005, pp. 1-80. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

47 
 

3.4. Case Study of Non-Profit Organization Working in Food Security in 

Nicaragua 

The following is the case study of the non-profit work running projects of food 

security and providing technical assistance of agriculture to the small and medium size 

farmer of Nicaragua.  

The agricultural activity is composed by big, medium and small size producers, 

the third one, is the most vulnerable one, which counts with the least or none support 

from the government as well as from private sector. Many small farmers are family 

farmers, and their production is mainly for self-consumption and some other percent to 

sell in local markets. In Nicaragua there are many zones where the people only subsist 

from their own production, if the harvest is bad, they do not have access to food. 

In the annual report 2012, Nicaragua got a GHI score by rank of 5, but the 

situation is still very precarious in many zones of the rural areas of Nicaragua, areas 

where the local government do not supply the help that the agricultural field need for 

those family farmers to subsist, as well as the lack of water access represent a big 

problem for them. Many non-profit organizations are the principal support for the 

family farmers to have access to potable water, or to loans for their production.  

This case study will describe the different activities of one non-profit 

organization selected, as well as the kind of work they do with the farmers and other 

non-profit organizations. The non-profit organization selected for this case study is 

Food for the Poor (FFP)48, the largest international relief and development organization 

                                                           
48 Food For the Poor was founded in 1982, is an interdenominational Christian organizations that works in 

17 different countries in the Latin America and the Caribbean region (Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, 

Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Antigua, Dominica, St. 

Lucia, St. Vincent and Grenadines, Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana). 
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in the United States according to the classification of Chronicles of Philanthropy.49 

According to the annual report of 2013 released by FFP, in that year, the activities of 

this NPO and donations for eradincating the hunger reached 31.9 million pounds of rice, 

8.3 million pounds of beans, and more than 10 million of canned and other assorted 

food globally among the 17 recipient cuntries, including Nicaragua.50 But their work in 

Nicaragua is not limited to the donation of food, the role of this NPO has been to help 

the farmers to have a new opportunity for development through the different agricultural 

activities they do in their projects to improve the agricultural sector, the activities range 

from supporoting the farmers and providing loans, as well as the technical assistance for 

the farming, the accounting for the projects and the marketing assistance in order to sell 

the crops, in ths way, with their different activities FFP helps the farmers in different 

cities of Nicaragua. For those projects FFP works together with other non-profit 

organizations, such as the International Cooperation and Development Fund of Taiwan 

(Tiwan ICDF), 51  and American Nicaraguan Foundation (ANF), 52  non-profit 

organizations that have been working together different agricultural projects to help the 

farmers in Nicaragua by providing technical assistance, loans, as well as money 

donation for low income farmers and families headed by women. This non-profit 

organization started its work in Nicaragua since 1998, in partnweship with the 

American Nicaraguan Foundation, according to the reports and the revision of the 

projects, both organizations have runned more than 39 different projects in Nicaragua in 

                                                           
49  Chronicles of Philanthropy, facts and figures, largest non-profit organizations, 

http://philanthropy.com/search/?search_siteId=6&contextId=&action=rem&searchQueryString=largest+n

onprofit+of+USA date of access: march 2014. 
50 Food For the Poor, 2013 annual report 

,http://www.foodforthepoor.org/about/finances/files/annual_report_year_2013.pdf  

Date of access: May 2014. 
51 Taiwan ICDF is the official international aid agency of the government of the Republic of China 

(Taiwan), which aid consist in human relief, agricultural aid programs, loans for project of development 

to the diplomatic allies. 
52 ANF is one non-profit organization from Nicaragua, officially regulated the United States Code since 

1992,  which works for the eradication of poverty by providing aid for education, health, nutrition and 

food security, sustainable development and humanitarian relief in Nicaragua. 
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different fields, one of those projects is Greater Impact Agricultural Development, 

which has been condunted with a very good reputation for its successful outcome. This 

project has been helping many farmer, the total amount of beneficiaries counted 

surpassed more than 1,600 people. The project consists in the plantation of different 

grains as well as fruits, such as bean seeds, bean grain, one big project of papaya 

plantation farms and the construction of green houses for the plantations of vegetables 

and fruits and also serve as a training center for the farmers.  

The famous guava plantation project is one of the must succesfull ones among 

the projects runned by FFP in the Central American region, after this pproject started, 

Nicaragua was a model for the since it brought income to the poor families in the City 

of Leon, the project is located in the community of Chacraseca, one farm where the 

cooperative of farmers composed mostly by women. A total of 52 families involved in 

the farming, families that before getting the technical support of ICDF and the loans and 

aid from FFP and ANF, used to survive with less than one US$ dollar per day. The 

project started with the aproximate amount of US$ 15,000 (fifteen thousand dollars), to 

buy the trees, seends, to build the irrigation system and tools and other materials such as 

fertilizer.  

Another succesful projects and big one that later FFP wanted to implement in 

other countries such as Haiti, was the papaya plantation project in Nicaragua, runned in 

Chacraseca as well and other communities in Nagarote, the department of Leon, this 

project started with an aproximate amount of US$10,000 (ten thousand dollars) each 

project which land size was 0.7 ha, in total there were 4 projects of papaya. Runned 

together with ICDF and ANF, the first one provided the technical assistance as well as 

provided 2,800 little trees of papaya with symbolic ammount of about US$0.20 to 

initiate the project, and the second one served as stakeholder. Even the farmers are very 
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low income families, they had to buy the trees because the purpose is to not let the small 

farmers to rely on the donations but to learn about how to produce and how to take care 

of the crops. After initiate the project,  both organizations worked together with the 

farmers, ICDF was in charge of the technical consultant as well as the transportation 

and marketing of the crops, teaching the farmers not only how to plant the papaya and 

other farming skills but also how to save the money and assisted them in finding market 

for the production, ANF as stakeholder of FFP was in charge of the control of the farm, 

they did the management of the loan and all the accounting of the project, teaching the 

farmers how to not spend the money at once, since they were very poor families and 

need to learn all the process of management of their production, in order to continue it 

and not lose the target. 

According to the proposal of the project, after 15 months, the outcome of the 

project should be getting the money invested back and profit. Six months after the 

project was initiated, the farmers started to harvest, and every time when they sell the 

fruits, the money goes to the account of the project, to be reinvested, they had the right 

to withdraw the money every three months, but the account should always keep the 

US$10,000 to reinitiate the next project. At the end of the cile of the project, from two 

to three years, the total sell of the crops was aproximatelly US$20,000/ha, with a net 

profit of US$10,000/ha aproximatelly. The crops were sold to the local supermarkets 

chains, and those supermarket later exported the fruits to El Salvador and Honduras. 

The technical assistance as well as the marketing assistance was the key to the the 

farmer to learn how to produce and be self-sufficient, teaching them how to run the 

projects and how to take the right care of the production and how to reinvest the money 

to produce more. FFP and ICDF decided to run the projects for the plantation of fruits 

since the target was to help small and poor farms to produce and get profit of the small 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

51 
 

land they have, according to one of the technician of ICDF who was in charge of the 

project, their purpose is to help the farmers to produce in the limited land they have, 

since the fruits can generate more profit than the plantation of grains in the same size of 

land, also for the production of grains they need more machinery, more investment and 

more labor force to produce.53 

 FFP helped the regular artesian farmers to boost their production by providing 

them technical training together with ICDF, in order to lead those poor farmers onto 

certified bean seed producers authorized and supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry of Nicaragua. With the technical and marketing assistance the farmers 

were able to produce better crops and to get a better profits, since their production is 

officially certified and ready to be exported. By January of the year 2013, the 

production of the bean seed reached new markets, not ony local in Nicragua but also 

internationally, exported to El Salvador.54 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
53 Data from the visit to the Project in Chacraseca in different years, 2009-2010. 
54 Food for the Poor, newsroom, Little Red Beans are Making a Huge Impact in Nicaragua, published: 

09/07/12, http://www.foodforthepoor.org/newsroom/archive_12/little-red-beans-20120907.html date of 

access: May 2014. 
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4. Aid for Food Security in the Caribbean 

 

The chapter number four is devided into four sections, the firs will give an 

overview of the food security situation in the Caribbean region, the second section will 

talk about the initiatives that the international organizations together with the 

governments and non-profit organizations are taken for ensuring the food situation in 

the subcontinent. The third section will describe how is the canalization of the aid for 

food security in the region as well as the partnership between the non-profir sector and 

the interantional organizations. Finally the section number four will be focus on one 

case study of the non-profit organization working in Haiti. 

 

4.1. Overview of the Situation of the Caribbean Countries 

 

The Caribbean region is composed by 28 countries and dependent territories,55 

which population reaches more than 41,937,000 of habitants by the year 2012 according 

to the census of each coutry; the region covers an area of 2,754,000 sq km in more than 

7,000 islands, islets, coral reef and cays. The history of the agricultural and econoy 

change of the caribbean region dates from the conquer from Spain, when they invaded 

the islands and mined the felds in search of gold, ledt by Christofer Columbus, arounr 

the year 1600. By that time the conquerors noticed that the principal activity in the 

region was the agriculture, especially the sugar cain plantations, therefore they reported 

                                                           
55  Caribbean region: Cuba, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Guadeloupe, Martinique, Bahamas, Barbados, St. Lucia, Curacao (Kingdom of Netherlands), United 

States Virgin Islands (US), Aruba (Kingdom of Netherlands), Grenada, Saint Vincent and Grenadines, 

Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Cayman Islands (UK), Saint Kitts and Navis, Saint Maartens (Kingdom 

of Netherlands), Saint Martin (France), Turks and Caicos Islands (UK), British Virgin Islands (UK), 

Caribbean Netherlands (Kingdom of Netherlands), Anguilla (UK), Saint Barthelemy (France), Monserrat 

(UK).  
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it to the Spanish Kingdom.56 The sugar cain pantation have been not only part of the 

economy development of the islands but also part of the society and the history, the 

principal direct and indirect labor force are linked to the production of sugar as principal 

agricultural activity, but also the production of other agricultural products have been the 

substancial base of the economy of the caribbean. In the case of Jamaica for example, 

the agricultural sector is the one of the most importants in for the subsistance of the 

habitants, most of the food producer in Jamaica are still small farmers who still worl 

with vert traditional way, not counting with anough money to boost the production by 

implementing new technical skills, for what they need training and economic resources. 

In the last 30 to 40 years, the caribbean region has suffer a dramatic decrease when 

talking about food production and agricultural development, by 1980, the countries used 

to be exporters of food, what means the region have the potential to produce for the 

local market and to also expand for foreign markets, now a days the region is importer 

of food, due to the diminution and the difficulty of the agricultural activity and 

especificaly the production of food.57 The region seems to be on the dependency of the 

import of food, including the food aid, the farmers are no longer producing and 

exporting the tradicional crops that the region used to be charactirized by, for example, 

even the production of sugar cain have declained in Cuba in the recent years, after their 

international market bacame weak and changed, in this case the ex Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics members, which after its disolution became more difficult for the 

ellies countries in the Latin American and Caribbean reggion to be able to export there 

and to continue with the supply to the same market. There are many factors affecting the 

                                                           
56 Malcolm Cross, Urbanization and Urban Growth in the Caribbean. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1979. pp.114. 
57 Beckford, Clinton (2012), Issues in Caribbean Food Security: Building Capacity in Local 

Food Production Systems, Faculty of Education, University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, pp. 1-

17. 
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agricultural sector in the caribbean countries, and the food security in the region is 

affected by those factors directly, such as the decrese in the productivity of the farms in 

the zone, as well as the bad management of the land due to the lack of technical 

assistance, therefore the farmers can obtain only a few percentage of profit from the 

crops they produce by using the traditional way, another problem is the erosion of the 

land, and due to the decreasing on the local agricultural production, the habitants tend to 

import the food, which has bring dependency on the imports and this affectdirectly the 

local production. See the following figure (see figure 4.1) with the detail of domestic 

production and the comparison of the imports of food in the Caribbean region. 

 

 

Figure 4.1: Imports of Food by the Caribbean Countries 
 
Note: Accumulated data for the whole Caribbean area for 2008/2009 

Source: United States Department of Agriculture 

Research Date: 2009, Access date: May 2014 
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CARICOM (Caribbean Community),58 has been affected by the dependency to 

the imports dur to the Free Trade Agreements, since the countries now are not 

producing anough food comparing with the past, but importing even more than before. 

Also, the small farms, when there is a overproduction, they lack of food storage 

knowledge, and this leads to the lose of the production, as well as the lack of records 

about the harvest, in order to calculate well the loss when there is overproduction and 

when the farmers have problem to bring the crops to the markets.59 The small and 

medium size farms in the caribbean as well as the case of the Latin American countries, 

need to learn new techinical skills in order to boost the production of the agricultural 

sector and for the well-use of the land, to be able to produce what would help them to 

have more profit first and also to make those family farms to be able to subsist and find 

new markets for their production.  

The small and medum size farms face many dificulties in the caribbean, as the 

case of Haiti, which case is very particular among the caribbean countries and the most 

serious one due to the lack of potable water and the lack of the adecuate infraestructure, 

which turned into worse after the earthquacke of january 2010, that left more than 

316,000 deaths and more than 1.5 million of people without home, as well as the spread 

of waterborn deseases and more lack of access to potable water, as well as lack of fuil to 

use to transport the few production that the country was able to produce by that 

                                                           
58  The Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) was established by the Treaty of 

Chaguaramas, which was signed by Barbados, Jamaica, Guyana and Trinidad & Tobago and came into 

effect on August 1, 1973. Subsequently the other eight Caribbean territories joint CARICOM. The 

Bahamas became the 13th Member State of the Community on July 4, 1983, but not a member of the 

Common Market. CARICOM is integrated by Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 

Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Monserrat, Saint Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and 

Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, as Member States, and Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin 

Islands, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands as Associate Members. 
59 Beckford, Clinton (2012), Issues in Caribbean Food Security: Building Capacity in Local Food 

Production Systems, Faculty of Education, University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, pp. 1-17. 
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moment.60 The country’s economy was hit strongly for all the lose provoqued by the 

earthquacke, and the agricultural sector too, the food security turned into the worse case 

of the whole American continent and the donations and the food aid arrived to the 

country through many different channels, but after several months the aid continued to 

arrive as canned food, hundreds of tons of rice donated by the United States as well as 

Taiwan, as well as the donations of food through the non-profit organizations such as 

Food for the Poor, which also run many projects for helping the people to have acces to 

clean water, as well as to improve the education, help to small farmers and donation of 

food in schools and shelter homes. Nevertheless the farmers in Haiti started to 

compleain and call the food aid as the main reason of the decrease of food production in 

the country. After the earthquacke, the economy of the country went down, with a lose 

of 120% of the national gross product,61 which is a significant percentage, more for one 

country known as the poorest one in the Latin America and Caribbean regions, from this, 

the few progress reached in the different sectors, such as the progress in the decreasing 

the child mortality rate, the water sanitation, the health care system, the agricultural 

development suffered the greatest impact and it is reflexed in the society, with the 

spread of deseases and the lack of food. More than half of Haiti's national budget comes 

from donations and international aid from friendly countries, which have pledged to 

help the country to see the precarious situation facing and the growing number of people 

living in extreme poverty and shortage of food and water.  

Much of the country's exports come from the development of the textile industry, 

which peaked in 1980 and today represents 75% of exports and 90% of the gross 

                                                           
60  Diario Inernacional El Pais, “El Terremoto más intenso sufrido en 240 años en Haiti”, 

http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2010/01/13/actualidad/1263337216_850215.html, date of 

Access: may 2014. 
61 Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores y de Cooperación, Fondo de Cooperación para agua y saneamiento, 

Haiti en breve, http://www.fondodelagua.aecid.es/es/fcas/donde-trabaja/paises/haiti.html, date of Access: 

May 2014. 
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domestic product of the country,62 its main market abroad are held under a duty free 

agreement with the U.S. In contrast, in the agricultural sector, the majority of the 

Haitian population survives thanks to the development of small-scale agriculture, a 

sector that has been severely affected by deforestation and numersos natural disasters 

such as hurricanes that hit the island every year. One of the most serious and persistent 

problems facing the population of Haiti is the enormous gap between the small elite of 

the country and the other sectors of the Haitian people, the gap between rich and poor is 

displayed very marked in the countries of Caribbean, and Haiti is no exception, but one 

of the most marked cases, the percentage split of rich people and people living in 

poverty is as follows: only 1% of Haiti's population owns almost half of wealth across 

the country, while the majority of Haitians live on less than two dollars a day. Poverty 

and famine created by the lack of access to education and few job opportunities of the 

poorest sector has been the main cause for which thousands of Haitians emigrate to the 

U.S. or other countries in the Caribbean region, where national economic situation is not 

as affected as in Haiti, the population emigrating, working abroad to send money to 

their families, these consignments are to Haiti, like many countries in Central America, 

the main source of currency of the country, roughly equivalent to 20% of GDP of the 

island. 63  Many of the families that are recipiants of the remitances are numerous 

families with no other income beside the remitances. Nevertheless the migratory 

movement from Haiti to the South Florida in United States have been increasing in the 

last years and the illegal trafficking of the people is highly increasing as well.  

                                                           
62  Modelo de las Naciones Unidas, Organización Argentina de Jóvenes para las Naciones Unidas, 

Situación en Haiti, http://www.oajnu.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/La-situaci%C3%B3n-en-

Hait%C3%AD.pdf Date of Access: May 2014. 
63 Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores y de Cooperación, Fondo de Cooperación para agua y saneamiento, 

Haiti en breve, http://www.fondodelagua.aecid.es/es/fcas/donde-trabaja/paises/haiti.html, date of Access: 

May 2014. 
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Haiti is not the only country facing the same problem, countries like Jamaica, 

Dominican Republic and Cuba, its habitants migrate from the rural area to the urban 

cities, therefore the production in the agricultural sector has been affected by this, the 

same as the migratory movement from the countries to the United States and the 

dependency of the Caribbean countries on the United States as well as other countries is 

not related only to the remitances but moreover about the free trade agreements that the 

countries members of the CARICOM have signed, which have led to the increase of the 

level in the imports of food. The region imported around US$ 3 billion of food 

productos by the year 2006 and this amount higly increased in 2008 to one stimated of 

US$ 5 billion, due to the global economic crisis after the second semester of 2007 and 

the surge of food prices aroun the world.64 The Bahamas have a very high imports bill 

and only Barbados food products imports reached US$ 250 million, all the Caribbean 

countries have presented a high dependency on certain food imports, but after the year 

2007 the imports bill of the region has increased. In order to eradicate the poverty, the 

food scarcity and the hunger in the zone, as well as the high dependency on imports of 

food products, the region has to face many threats, such as public health issues, which 

affects all the countries as a group and affect the economic cooperation and the trade 

between the caribbean countries, such as the recent case of the rapid spread of the virus 

of chicungunya in the Caribbean region, and the circumstance of high number of 

positive cases in Dominican Republic in june 2013, thus, Haiti decided to suspend 

imports of food producsts such as poultry, eggs and sausages from Dominican Republic, 

because of the outbreak of swine flu that has left eight dead in the Dominican Republic 

in 2013, therefore the Haitian authorities apparently confounded the case of chicunguya 

                                                           
64  David Bynoe (2012), Sustainable Agriculture for Food Security, 

http://ebookbrowsee.net/su/sustainable-agricultural-development-food-security#.U6j9ePmSx5c Date of 

Access: May 2014. 
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with the bird flu, and decided to miantein the ban on poultry products from the 

Dominican Republic and to continue to keep this measurement until the government of 

Dominican Republic prooved the absence of bird flu in the country. This safeguard 

health implemented by Haiti affected Dominican producers, causing losses of more than 

$ 1.6 million,65 in addition to facilitating the smuggling of food and also runs food 

security risk thousands of Haitians near the border with the Dominican Republic and 

heavily dependent on food imports. Haiti and the rest of the countries of the Caribbean 

region faces many problems in different sectors, such as the health system, but in order 

to improve all the sectors at the same importance scale, it is necessary to apply the 

corrrect measures that will not affect trading and the food security for the population of 

the country. The population growth and the increasing in the demand of food is also 

another threat that the caribbean countries face in order to reach the food security in the 

zone, the climate change and the natural disasters affects the production, the lack of 

transportation system for the production and the urbanization difficult the possibility to 

find stable markets in the local as well as higer the cost of the products as well as the 

case of the difficulty to access to the water, only some farms have the irrigation system 

and only some small size farms have access to potable water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
65  El Nuevo Herald, America Latina, Haiti y Dominicana discutirán prohibición de productos. 

http://www.elnuevoherald.com/2013/06/15/1501125/haiti-y-dominicana-discutiran.html Date of 

publication: June, 2013, Date of Access: May 2014. 
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4.2. Initiatives of Aid and Food Security Plan in the Region 

 

The Caribbean region, as well as the Latin American region has been a historical 

region vulnerable form, hit by civil wars, natural disasters, and due to the slow recovery 

from the economy, people also face problems of inequality of opportunity and access to 

water and food. The whole world witnessed and also suffered economiga global crisis 

that began in the second half of 2007, which was also because of the increase in food 

prices that began globaliza reached to level in the second quarter of 2009 , which was 

not expected by the world after the sharp decline in food prices recorded in the second 

half of 2008. Yet this was also part of the events in the context of reducing the demand 

for consumption due to the international economic crisis and also for bumper harvests 

for two consecutive years worldwide, where cereal production reached 2.287 million 

tons in 2009.66 The world produced more than what is needed to supply and meet global 

demand, however many areas of the world still producing and exporting food products, 

recorded high rates of poverty and food insecurity also exists, as in the case of 

Caribbean countries like Haiti and Jamaica. In fact the prices of the food started to 

increase gradually but in slow way since the year 2006, nevertheless the bigest and 

shocking increase was reflected in the year 2009, acording to the date of FAO Food 

Price Index, there is an acummulated of 77.7% in the increasin of the price of the food 

from june 2006 to june 2009 respectively.67 In the following figure (see figure 4.2), it is 

shown the behavior in the price of the cereals from the year 2000 to the year 2009. 

 

                                                           
66 Sistema Económico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (2009), Crisis Alimentaria en América Latina y el 

Caribe. Propuesta de acciones a nivel regional, Reunión de Consulta y Coordinación sobre el Precio de 

los Alimentos y la Seguridad Alimentaria en América Latina y el Caribe Caracas, Venezuela  17 y 18 de 

septiembre de 2009. pp. 1-40 
67 ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean (2009), Food Security, food crisis and its impact 

on the Caribbean, presentation, pp. 1-30. 
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Figure 4.2: Increasing in the Food Prices 

 
Note: Date up to August 2009 

Source: Food and Agriculture Organization 

Research Date: 2009, Access date: May 2014 

 

 The global economic crisis caught the attention of international organizations as 

well as the states of independant manner and the matter was scheduled and discussed at 

the United Nations. Similarly, after the incrememnto in food prices in 2009, the 

Organization of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), revealed 

shocking data on food insecurity in the world suffers, according to statistics, the number 

of hungry people in the world reached a historic record of 1,020 million in 2009, which 

means that in just one year the number increased by more than 100 million people 

compared to data year 2008.68 This led the International Organizations, well-developed 

countries, INGOs and NPOs to take part in this global issue, working together to try to 

                                                           
68 Sistema Económico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (2009), Crisis Alimentaria en América Latina y el 

Caribe. Propuesta de acciones a nivel regional, Reunión de Consulta y Coordinación sobre el Precio de 

los Alimentos y la Seguridad Alimentaria en América Latina y el Caribe Caracas, Venezuela  17 y 18 de 

septiembre de 2009. pp. 1-40. 
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erradicate the poverty and reduce and erradicate the hungler in the world, by organizing 

international conferences, international workshops and international summit all in the 

frame of the Food Aid, erradication of poverty and food security in the world, the 

Caribbean region was one of the region taking initiatives together with the Latin 

American region in order to reduce the increase in the price of the food, and to promote 

the implementation of programs of cooperation in the zone for the food sovereignity and 

the food security after the global economic crisis of 2007.  

In 2011, in Rome, the Food and Agriculture Organization addressed the 

important issue of the state of food insecurity in the world and how the volatily of the 

international price affect the economy of the countries and the food security, as well as 

how the fluctuation in the exchange rate, as well as the protectionism that some 

countries apply and the restrictive commercial policies to protect the prices in the intern 

of one country can affect a lot the volatility of the prices in the world, from this, FAO 

suggested to the countries that it is better to apply a strategy69 that will support and 

stimulate the food security, this strategy should be based on a combination of boos the 

agricultural sector in order to increase the productivity and general openness to trade 

which would result in a more effective way to ensure the food security in the region 

than in one based first and foremost on border closure and national protectionism 

strategy. Surely, the protectionism of the nations affect greatly the international price of 

the food, principally the protectionism implemented by the well-developed nations, 

which cost of prodcution and technology do not let some other developing countries 

production to compete in the international market on a fair way.  

 

                                                           
69 FAO, El Estado de la Inseguridad Alimentaria en el Mundo (2001), ¿cómo afecta la volatilidad de los 

precios internacionales a las economías nacionales y la seguridad alimentaria?, Enseñanzas de la crisis 

alimentaria mundial de 2006-08, Roma. pp. 1-60. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

 

 

 

63 
 

International Institutions do their best to treat the problem of poverty and food 

insecurity in vulnerable countries, the World Bank, FAO, UNDP, and other agencies 

carry out plans that are fully engaged and connected to achieve the first the Millennium 

Development Goal: eradication of poverty and hunger. Other international organizations 

such as IMF also have been involved in helping the governments of the poorest 

countries, while the primary role of the IMF has been to support the balance of 

payments of the countries, the current situation in the world generated by the global 

economic crisis since 2007 has forced or induced the international organizations to 

modify and adapt their mission in order to regulate their plans within the framework of 

the international financial crisis and the global food  crises, the IMF has changed its 

functions in order to brind assistance to the countries with highest incidence of poverty, 

which is also indirectly related to the reduction of hunger as well as stimulates and 

boosts the production. 

 On July 2009, the IMF announced a package US$ 17 billion for loans to low-

income countries in the span of five years,70 with this announcement the IMF offers a 

doube of the amount destinated in the past for the same kind of loans, this fund is now 

available for the poorest countries with some reservations. Together with this loan, the 

organization also approved the reductions in interest rates for the countries, in order that 

they can really use the money to boost their production and stimulate the economic 

growth, with a more accesibility to the programs offered by the Fund, it is now faster for 

the countries to apply for those loans, always that they complete all the requirements. 

The developing countries need that kind of new policies for aid from the international 

organizations as well as from the international community headed by the well-

                                                           
70 Esteban Kiper (2010), La Línea de Crédito Flexible: Nuevos Instrumentos en un Nuevo 

Contexto, Documento elaborado para la Red Latinoamericana sobre Deuda, Desarrollo y 

Derechos – LATINDADD, pp. 1-22. 
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developed countries,that in the end sign free trade agreements with developing regions, 

therefore it is necessary to support the small economies in order to cooperate with their 

production and their future development. 

The developing countries need to get involved into the initiatives that the 

international community are addressing, if the most poor countries try to boost their 

economies by implementing new policies in order to eradicate the poverty and the 

undernourishment in the region, then it will be a new calling for the well-developed 

countries to settle food aid programs that will be according to the needs, type of fields, 

as well as other characteristics of countries such as Haiti, and most important, the 

involvement of the country’s government will lead the farmers to act through honesty in 

order to avoid the rising of the trafficking of food products. The CARICOM member 

countries built an initiative in 2009, the governments representant addressed the needs 

of the agricultural sector as well as the important issue of the food security in the zone 

through the Lilienthal Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security, which took place 

in Guyana.71 The Declaration emphasizes the need to increase the production in the 

member countries of CARICOM to boost economic growth and food sovereignty in the 

area, to create plans and projects that aim higher productivity and competitiveness of the 

agricultural sector, so that the products of such countries will be internationally 

competent also thos agricultural products will be of high quality for the domestic 

consumption. Among the agreements that were reached during this declaration, the 

member countries of CARICOM agreed to seek an increase in the design and in the 

coordination of national and regional new policies and also the provision of the 

necessary financial resources to ensure international competitiveness and market-led 

                                                           
71 Sistema Económico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (2009), Crisis Alimentaria en América Latina y el 

Caribe. Propuesta de acciones a nivel regional, Reunión de Consulta y Coordinación sobre el Precio de 

los Alimentos y la Seguridad Alimentaria en América Latina y el Caribe Caracas, Venezuela  17 y 18 de 

septiembre de 2009. pp. 1-40. 
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production. For this, is necessary the goverments to be willing to develop new 

agricultural policies in common in the regional as a economic bloc and not only one by 

one as individuals, as well as increased cooperation in research and development 

between countries, as some members of CARICOM countries have achieved greater 

agricultural development and therefore have increased capacity and technical 

knowledge about crops and marketing of same.  
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4.3. Canalization of Aid and Partnership between Non-Profit Organizations 

and International Institutions  

 

The role that the Non-profit sector plays in the food aid and the programs for food 

security is very important, due to the access that this type of organizations have to for 

stablishing a closer contact with the most poor areas and with those family farmers that 

do not count with the support of the government. Beside the easy access that the non-

profir organization have to talk to the farmers, they also seem to be more trustable for 

the farmers, since in many remote areas, the local government do not support or give 

any kind of loans or technical assistant to the farmers.  

In general, agencies of the United Nations formed the traditional technical assistance 

in agriculture and all matters relating to food security through participation in line with 

the ministries of agriculture of the countries. Only in some cases as exceptions, the 

United Nations in particular, to work directly as organizations nonprofit, through 

agencies such as UNHCR and UNICEF, in these cases, for example, agencies of the 

United Nations have behind the other official donors in their relations with NGOs. It 

was not until 199872 when the United Nations was created in corporation with Partners 

in Development Program, operational guidelines that UNDP works as a framework for 

relations between non-governmental organizations. In many Caribbean countries such 

as Haiti, UNDP works directly with nonprofit organizations to carry out development 

projects in the field of agriculture, as in other sectors, however, the result of these 

projects has not been the same from one country to another due to a number of factors. 

The partnerships between non-profit organizations and international organizations is 

                                                           

72 Sollis, America Peter (2010) Partners in development? The state, nongovernmental organizations and the 

UN in Central, Published online: 25 Aug 2010. Vol. 16, Issue 3, pp. 525-542. 
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very important in order to supply the technical assistance that the least developed 

countries need, since the international organizations have the updated data about the 

economic situation, as well as the policies and major relation with the government of 

the countries, but are the non-profit organizations the ones that shows more credibility 

to the farmers.  

Since the non-profit organizations have not been able to enter into national 

development dialogues due to the governments consider that those organizations try to 

affect the credibility of the work done by the government, therefore it is almost 

impossible for the non-profit organizations to have any influence on economic and 

social policy in order to join effort in better way for the poverty reduction in those areas 

where they run their projects. It is clear about how necessary is the work of those 

organizations in the least developed areas of the Caribbean countries, such as Jamaica 

and Haiti and although the local non-profit organizations are significant counterparts for 

international organizations as well as for the international non gubernamental 

organizations, the governments still put many limitations to their work and potential. 

The relation between non-profit organizations and the government is relatively recent, 

in the case of Latin America and the Caribbean, the work of the non-profit sector started 

to rise after the decade of 1980, but still until today, those organizations do not have the 

permission to contribute to national policy making, and here is where their partnership 

with International Organizations become more important in order to promote 

institutional reforms that foster participatory development. 

After the global crisis of 2008 and the rising of the prices in the food, the 

international community statred to give a rapid answer by organizing international 

summits, as well as the declarations and the design of new programs in order to asure 

the food security in the different regions of the world, the different regions as well, 
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started to build plans and Latin American and the Caaribbean regions have been two 

important regions in what the international community sees a lot of potential for feeding 

the world, nevertheless, the countries in the zone faces major problems on the lack of 

agricultural techniques that could improve the whole agricultural value and importance 

of the region in the future. The Food and Agricultural Organization, together with the 

World Food Program, try to first eradicate the undernourishment in the region, as well 

to provide agricultural technical cooperation, and for this, the cooperation of the 

different non-profit organizations is very important for the small farmers to have access 

to workshops and projects that will teach them how and what to produce. In Haiti, the 

World Food Program signed one aggrement together with the government, 73  which 

inlcudes different programs to be done in the caribbean country, such as the Program for 

Natural Disaster Mitigation (creating stockpiles of emergency food and chemicals to 

produce potable water, etc.) in order to help small producers to recover its production 

capacity after natural disasters that hit the island, such as hurricanes, or, in the case of 

strong earthquake that left thousands missing.  

Food for work program, is another of the programs promoted by the World Food 

Programme, which is providing food in schools in the poorest areas of the country, areas 

with poor access to drinking water makes the food obención families and therefore, 

thousands of children are presented to schools without eating. This program benefits 

more than 1.5 million students, which is often the only food they have access to a few 

days. Other relevant programs, driven by WFP are also Assistance Program by natural 

disasters or conflict and assistance programs for vulnerable groups. The same as the 

case of the International Organizations taking meassures and initiatives for new plans 

                                                           
73 Caribbean Journal, Haiti, World Food Programme sign Memorandum of Understanding, December 

2012, http://www.caribjournal.com/2012/12/14/haiti-world-food-programme-sign-memorandum-of-

understanding/, Date of access: June 2014. 
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and project to benefit the most in need, some NGOs and other agencies of well-

developed countries government are also trying to wok towards the food security in the 

world, in the past may, the NGO alliance InterAction from United States and the U.S. 

Agency for International Development (USAID), designed and signed the first 

agreement to leverage the unique assets of NGOs74 for greater impact, which has been 

qualified as the first of this type. According to the President and CEO of InterAction, 

the agreement recently signed by USAID and the NGOs alliance will empower the 

USAID to improve their work and support and to influence the tremendous private 

resources, technical expertise, and established local community networks of the NGOs 

alliances they will work with. InterAction is the largest organizations working in the 

poorest and most vulnerable communities all over the developing countries around the 

world. There are more than 30 NGOS members in this alliance which are participating 

in this partnership together with the USAID and those NGOs also announced the 

initiative to destinate $1.5 billion of their own private funds from the 2013 to the year 

2015,75 that fund will serve for the projects for the improvement of the food security, 

nutrition and resilience. According to their pronouncement, this will signifies a $500 

million increase over the original $1 billion commitment that was made in the year 2012. 

This agreement and the initiative of the NGOs alliance to destinate funds for the global 

food security will considerably help those developing countries which farmers do not 

have the access to updated technical assistance in agriculture, as well as funds and 

marketing workshops. Many of the NGOs members of this alliance, such as Food for 

the Poor, work in the Caribbean countries, providing technical assistance to farmers of 

                                                           
74  Food for the Poor, Newsroom, InterAction, USAID Sign Landmark Agreement on Global Food 

Security, http://www.foodforthepoor.org/newsroom/in-the-news/interaction-usaid-partnership-
052014.html, date of access: May 2014. 

 
75 Yahoo News, InterAction, USAID sign landmark agreement on Global Food Security, Washington 

May 2014, http://news.yahoo.com/interaction-usaid-sign-landmark-agreement-global-food-security-

120000290.html date of access: May 2014. 
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scase resources, together with other non-rofit organizations, they also provide food in 

the schools, loans for the farmers to buy seeds or to buy fish for reproduction, among 

other type of projects for food security and nourishment in poor zones of developing 

countries, regions where in general the local government do not provide any kind of 

support or subsidies for the agricultural production. 

 

4.4. Case Study of Non-Profit Organizations Working in Food Security in Haiti 

 

The following is the case study of the non-profit work running projects of food 

security and providing technical assistance of agriculture to the small and medium size 

farmer of Haiti. 

Haiti is one Caribbean country located in the grater Antillean archipelago, with a 

territorial extension of 27,750 sq. km, and 9.8 million inhabitant, the capital city is Port-

au-Prince, which is also the largest city of the country. Haiti is the poorest country in the 

Caribbean and in the Latin American region, with a GDP per capita of US$ 1,300. In 

the year 2013, Haiti got a GHI score by rank of 23.2, classified as alarming in the 

annual report. According to the report of the Food Security Portal, the Calorie supply 

per capita/Crop equivalent in Haiti by the year 2009 (last data released for this country) 

was 1979.76 The Receipt of Food Aid (cereals) that Haiti received according to the data 

of the same source for the year 2012 was equals to 37088 metric tons.77 

Haiti faces many problems from even before the earthquake of 2010, but after 

the natural disaster the country’s economy went down even more. The unemployment 

and the underemployment are the principal problems for the society, and a big part of 

                                                           
76  Food Security Portal, Data Dashboard, Calories Supply per Capita/Crop Equivalent 

http://www.foodsecurityportal.org/api/countries/fao-calorie-supply-p date of access: July 2014. 
77 Food Security Portal, Data Dashboard, Receipts of Food Aid (Cereals) 

http://www.foodsecurityportal.org/api/countries/fao-receipts-of-food date of Access: July 2014. 
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the population need to work in the informal sector, and many people migrate due to the 

lack of employment, this has led Haiti’s economy to depend a lot in the remittances, 

which counted 52.7% of the GDP by the year 2010.78 The country receive the donation 

of rice from United States and Taiwan, as well as food aid from other countries. Many 

non-profit organizations work in Haiti trying to help the country to improve the life of 

the poorest ones, in areas where the government do not provide help. 

The non-profit organization selected for this case study is Food for the Poor 

(FFP), as well as the case of Nicaragua, this non-profit organization has been selected 

due to its labor in partnership with other non-profit organizations and also with agencies 

of governments such as United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan), through their 

official aid agencies. This non-profit organization has been working in many Caribbean 

countries since more than 20 years, and its work in Haiti started in the year 1986, 

running projects for agricultural development, community development, orphan support, 

feeding program support, water improvement, as other projects for alternative energy 

introduction in the country. Their work and involvement in Haiti began more important 

and active since the earthquake of 2010, giving a rapid answer when the breaking of the 

cholera propagation in the country after the earthquake caused thousands of deaths. But 

the work, type of projects and the activities is different than the ones they do in the 

Central American region, due to the difference characteristics of both regions as well as 

the current situation of Haiti. The role of this NPO in Haiti is not limited only to the 

assistance to the farmers, but even more for the supply of food in the schools as well as 

it serves as distributor of the food aid donated by other country. The different activities 

range from the distribution of rice donated by Taiwan, as the donation and distribution 

                                                           
78 World Bank (2006), "Latin America Shouldn't Bet Everything On Remittances". Archived from the 

original on 3 March 2011. 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21109448~pagePK:64257043~

piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html?cid=3001 date of access: July 2014. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
http://www.webcitation.org/5wuDIPQgH
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21109448~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html?cid=3001
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21109448~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html?cid=3001
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of meals for kids in the schools or shelter places, the food they donate is sometimes the 

only meal that many kids have access to in one day. Among other activities they also 

provide medical assistance and building houses for the poorest ones. 

Food for the Poor together with TaiwanICDF run one project of aquiculture, the 

charity organizations provides the fund, all the budget for the salary of the tilapia fish 

technicians and specialists, all the fund to run the projects in the farms, which counts 

more than 40 fishing villages in Haiti. TaiwanICDF is in charge merely of the technical 

support. This projects consist in the technical assistance for the production of hundreds 

of thousands of tilapia in the different farms, by reproducing the fingerling (small fishes) 

and later they provide the fishes to the small farms, as well as to schools and churches, 

as other beneficiaries, and also they provide the technical consultant to the farmers in 

order to teach them how to continue with the growing of the fishes. The tilapia projects 

are very important in order to boost the development and food security in many poor 

countries, since this fish grows very fast comparing with other varieties and it is also a 

rich source of protein and its price is considerably accessible comparing with other 

products, thanks to this kind of projects. The local demand of fish in Haiti is around 

20,000 metric tons per year,79 but the domestic marine production reaches only 5,000 

metric tons per year, therefore the country still depends a lot on the imports only talking 

about the seafood consumption. Thus, projects like the fishing villages that Food for the 

Poor and TaiwanICDF run together are very important for those families that survive 

from the fishing, around 70% of the population works in the informal sector, and Haiti 

have the potential for the development of the fishing villages as an alternative for the 

                                                           
79 Novus International (2012), Developing Tilapia Aquaculture In Haiti: Opportunities, Constraints, and 

Action 

Items,http://www.novusint.com/portals/0/documents/Developing%20Tilapia%20Aquaculture%20in%20

Haiti.pdf date of access: June 2014. 
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build of food security in the country and also for the international market, for example, 

United States, nevertheless, Haiti lack of access to the equipment and materials and the 

logistic for the developing of this sector. 

After the earthquake of 2010, the international community became aware of the 

precarious situation of the country and the rapid spread of the cholera, and the lack of 

food in the zone, from that year, many countries such as United States and the Republic 

of China (Taiwan) started to donate rice. Food for the Poor is the channel for the 

distribution of the rice donated by the government of Taiwan through the embassy in the 

country and TaiwanICDF. Food for the Poor has partnership with Taiwan since the year 

2005, and this year 2014, the non-profit organization received the donation of 40 trailers 

loaded with rice, to be distributed among the more poor people of Haiti. The food aid to 

be distributed by Food for the Poor will be in three separate shipments of 800 metric 

tons of rice each translates into more than 21 million generous servings of rice for the 

hungry people of the Caribbean country. Taiwan’s rice donations are critical and very 

important for the poorest people of Haiti, as the price of the food continue to rise 

globally due to floods, droughts, and crop failures and in the case of Haiti, after the 

earthquake and due to the lack of access to potable water. 

The food aid in Haiti as well as the project for food security by implementing 

projects of tilapia, or irrigation projects in Haiti for the production of fresh vegetables 

have certainly helped hundreds of thousands of families that did not have access to food 

or to produce their food, nevertheless, the donations of rice from United States even 

before the earthquake, led Haiti to the dependency of the food donation, becoming less 

active in the local agricultural sector and also leading the farmers and many families to 

the trafficking of food due to the bad distribution of resources and donations. Food for 

the Poor have been making a different aid distributor channel, as well as with the 
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technical assistance provided from the Taiwanese partners, but the case of Haiti is very 

different from the rest of the Latin American or Caribbean countries, therefore, at 

closing the projects, the farmers do not reach sustainability, due to many factors. With 

the irrigations channels systems that were donated to the country, many small farms 

could for first time have access to potable water for the irrigation of their crops, 

however, the system was completely not functional anymore when the farmers started to 

install water tabs and water horse blocking the pass of the water to other farms.  

According to the information provided by the staff of projects of FFP, they have 

been trying to implement projects that will help the farmers to have more profit in a 

short period of time, such as the projects in Nicaragua, nevertheless, the case of Haiti is 

very particular and by the time the farmers are still not producing the type of 

agricultural products that will help them to boost their production and that would bring 

more variety to their farms, this is a problem that for long time has affected the 

evolution and development of the agricultural sector in Haiti, since the farmers continue 

to produce only some type of fruits or grains, and the country continue to import crops 

that could be produced inside the borders, this is particularly one of the many reasons 

that have led Haiti to the food dependency and food insecurity.  
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5. Conclusion 

 

The final chapter of this thesis is devided into two sections, the first one will 

mention and explain the research finding, focusing in the two subcontinents, the Latin 

American and the Caribbean regions, especificaly in the two case studies, Nicaragua 

and Haiti, taking into aaccount the differences between the work and activities that the 

NPO provide in the two different countries and according to the response of the technics 

and projects manajers interviwed. The second section will be focus on the research 

recommendations and what could be applied for the region in order to improve the food 

security, this section is divided into two subsections, one for Niicaragua and one for 

Haiti,. 

 

5.1. Research Findings 

 

The entire world entered in a very chaotic and serous economic crisis after the 

second semester of the year 2007, and the food prices suffered a fast upward spiral since 

April 2009 after the sharp fall in the second half of 2008, which was consequence of the 

global economic and also for the documented record harvests in several types of crops 

during two consecutive years. During those years the world produced more than the 

global demand, this changes in the world involves a new important structutal conditions 

in the food productions, demand, distributions and in consequence, the market 

equilibrium around the worl, these different points have been marked in a rising price 

level that certainly will continue for the following  years according to the estimations 

and previsions of many important international organizations such as the Food and 

Agriculture Organization, the World Bank, the Organization for Economic Cooperation 

and Development.  
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Unldiferently from other food crises in the past, the actual food crisis and food 

insecurity in the world is happening in the context of food abundance, when the world is 

producing at least 1.5 times more than the global demand, which means that the 

principal problems radicates in the inequality of income and in the uniqual access to the 

recources, the global warming, the water pollution and the lack of access to the water 

and to updated technical assistance for the food production and for the marketing.  

Regardless of the effects of the decrease in international demand of food, the 

deterioration of the foreign investment in many developing countries, the incresing in 

the migratory movement from Latin American and Caribbean countries to United 

Staates, Spain and other well developed countries, there is a registeded the decreasing in 

the percentages of the remittances comparing with the conditions of decades before, and 

with the historical record of 1,020 million hungry people in the world in the year 2009 

according to FAO data, of which 52 million are in Latin America and Caribbean, 

unquestionably the economic crisis have impracted the world’s economy and all the 

different production sectors, specially the agrcultural sector in the developing cpountries 

of Latin America and the Caribbean region, but the effects of the economic global crisis 

still has not felt in some Latin American countries with all its full force, according to 

economists of rename, the economic global crisis consequences will be more visible and 

tangible with the pass of the years in the Latin American region if the governments 

together with the International Organizations do not press forward to the rapid and 

oportune implementation of food security plans for the region. For the Central 

American region, the forecast is bleak for many family farmers, the current weather 

conditions is turning the situation into worse for the present of the agricultural sector 

and for the food security of the coming months, a clear example is the current situation 
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of the lack of beans in Costa Rica and Honduras, due to the drough caused by the 

climate fenomena known as El Niño, the central american cuntres import beans from the 

region, such as Nicaragua, which beeas production will not be affected, according to the 

National Union of Agricultural and Livestock Farmers (UNAG for its spanish acronim). 

Nicaragua’s red beans production is stimated to reach a minimun production of 3.9  

million of quintals this season, and the national consume reaches only 2.7 million. This 

situation will favor Nicaragua’s red beans exports to the other Central American 

countries, while others in the region will be forced to increase the importations level of 

this agricultural product and also in the case of Costa Rica, will need to increase the 

level of imports of red beans this season without charging tariffs to Nicaragua farmers.  

The current situation of foos security of both countries selected for the cases 

study differs in many ways, from the specific characteristics of both regions as well as 

the actual case of each one. There are hundreds of non-profit organizations working in 

different fields in Nicaragua as well as in Haiti, and in the particular case of the food 

securty, there are more non-profit organizations working in Haiti, and even more in 

response to the earthquacke of 2010. The NPO selected for the two cases study, which 

work and activities in Haiti have increased in recent years, provide not only technical 

assistance for the farmers, but in Haiti they supply food for the kids, and they connect 

the donnors and the recipiants. From the interview to the different project managers od 

this organization, and specifically the ones in charge of the projects in haiti as well as 

the ones in charge of the fundrising, Haiti receive more donations of food than the 

projects for the farmers, since the case of the country is precarious and chaotic since 

2010 and the country need a rapid response for relief, many of the farmers complain in 

the media about they do not receive any help from the government and also they blame 

the rice dinations for the current deterioration of the agricultural sector, since the 
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particular case of the donation of rice from United States and Taiwan have surely helped 

many families to have a bowl of rice in their table but also is leading the habitants to 

depend more and more on these food donations instead to try to boost their agricultural 

sector.  

Many other NPO’s donate food in Haiti as well, as well as doing other activities 

such as providing technical assistance for the water access and satination, which is a 

base for the farmers to be able to produce. Diferently than Haiti, Nicaragua recive the 

assistance of NPO’s that provides loans and technical assistance to the farmers, either 

medium or small size, many of the NPO’s have the role of working to provide 

assistance with different activities, from workshops on agriculture as well as marketing 

to teching farmers to produce by opting for the organic in order to promote the self 

sustainability among the farmers as well as the production through a environmental 

friendly way.  

According to the data collected from the interview to the staff of FFP, they do 

not apply the same kind of projects in Haiti and Nicaragua since Haiti, for its 

geographic characteristics the aquiculture is a good option for the food security in the 

country, and is a good way to provide work to the habitants, and also the farmers have 

presented a different interent than in the case of Nicaragua, more important the case of 

the water access also influde in big maner. Nicaragua, for history produce more 

livestock products as well as cereals instead of develop the aquiculture field, and the 

technical experts of the NPO’s explained that the government of Nicaragua do not have 

interest in the tilapia reproduction as a option for the food security. Therefore the NPO’s 

run different kind of projects as well as different activities in both countries, even the 

role is always to provide assistance to the ones in greater need and to reach areas where 

the government do not provide any support, nevertheless they NPO’s can only do 
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activities that will be according to the interest of the local government and not only the 

recipiants. 

The United Nations through its official agencies such as FAO and together with 

agescies of the government of different well-developed countries such as United States, 

Norway, Germany, Japan, among other international organizations and government 

agencies has supported its system of assistance and international cooperation in 

significant means in order to contribute with the rise of funds and the join of non-profit 

organizations with the common goal of eradicating poverty and hunger in the most 

vulnerable regions of the world. Nevertheless, it is significant to mention that the 

number of hungry people in the world has increased progressively and constantely since 

1990, while from that decade as well, the aid destinated for development in the purpose 

of reducing hunger and eradicatin poverty has been decreased or redestinated to other 

issues. Due to this kind of situation, it can be previewd that the  humanitarian aid, in a  

short-term, even though is indispensable when encountering the emergency situation, 

the decreasing or the changing of scope of the non-profit organization and the 

distribution of the aid for other issues, will not stop the deterioration of the food 

situation and will not reach the food security in the world for the term that has been 

stablished by the United Nations. 
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5.2. Recommendations  

 

The governments of the Central American bloc, or the Caribbean bloc do not 

only need to take initiatives as a group, but also need to create the right environment for 

their farmers and for the international non-profit organizations to be able to supply the 

techinical assistace in cooperation with the government agecnies such as the ministry of 

agriculture. As a priority, the countries of both regions, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, in collaboration and partnership with international organizations related to 

the food crisis, such as the Food Programe, the Food and Agriculture Organization, the 

World Bank, among others, should endure to reinforce the labors to strengthen 

humanitarian emergency in the most inaccesible areas of the regions. In many cases, the 

main difficulty is due to the lack of appropriate resources to effectively develop these 

initiatives from the governmental institutions to the non-profit sector, and to create the 

conditions for a system to continue working with the farmers.  

 

5.2.1. Nicaragua 

 In the case of the Latin American region, the countries have been taken a strong 

position about the need to combat poverty, hunger and undernourishment in the region, 

and for this they have taken initiatives through its various agencies together with non-

profit organizations and also asking help from the different agencies of the United 

Nations, in searching of different plan of cooperation to coordinate new projects and 

continue with the regional consultation with the purpose of cooperate through all the 

region. The agreed measures that the misistries of agriculture of the different countries 

in the Latin American region have been applying, are generally related to run project 

which purpose if the increase of the agricultural production, those plans and projects 
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also have emphasis providing assistance to the most vulnerable populations, 

nevertheless, in some countries of Central America, the governments do not really give 

the technical support as well as the access to loan for those farmers that have the land 

but no the resources to invest in the agricultural production, for example, as metioned in 

the first case study (chapter 3), the case of Nicaragua, is a clear overview of the 

situation that most of the family farmers face in the Central American country, they do 

not have access to loans from the government, and also they do not have access to the 

technical assistance or to workshops not only about how to produce or how to apply the 

right marketing techniques for finding new markets for their production, but do not have 

any access to information about what kind of agrochemicals they should use in order to 

do not demage their health, the health or their workwers and kids and for instance the 

health of the people who consume the crops, the only support that many family farmers 

receive is from the NPO’s and the different activities that these organizations do in the 

region, the type of projects and the different activities of the NPO sector is vital for the 

most vulnerable ones. 

In Nicaragua, the access to the potable water is much better than the case of 

Haiti (the second case study, chapter 4), but still, many farmers do not have the 

conditions to built the water transmision system from long distance away from their 

farms, also they do not know how or what is better to produce in order to get the most 

possible profit in the less possible time, in this matter, the non-profit organizations have 

been doing a very good work in Nicaragua trying to boost the agricultural sector from 

the very small actors, the family farmers and the cooperatives. The work done by the 

non-profit organizations, taking the case study of Nicaragua, Food for the Poor, and 

they projects that they have done in cooparion with the TaiwanICDF and the American 

Nicaraguan Foundation, can serve as a good exaple of efficiency when talking about 
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how to bring hope to the small farmers by providing them the tools, technical assistance 

and marketing workshops as well as the fund for them to produce and have access to 

new markets and being able to increase the production, the quality, the amount of 

production and to gain more profit, to learn how to be self-sufficient and how to 

administrate their money, for sure there should be some points in which the aid and the 

assistance provided by those non-profit organizations to the farmers in Nicaragua can be 

more improved, such as the term of the project, how long would the non-profit work 

with the cooperative of farmers, which should be until they really reach sustainability in 

their farms and when they are completely self-sufficient.  

Nicaragua have lost the aid of many countries such as The Netherlands, Swedent, 

Norway, United States, whichi have relocated the aid into other projects. This measures 

taken by the government of other countries have affected not only the recognicion of 

Nicaraguan government as legitime, but it directly affected the life of many poor people 

that depended on that aid and those progams, such as the projects that the Netherlands 

aid was supporting, this kind of situation change the atsmosphere of the country into a 

most heavy one for the work of the non-profit organizations, since the other 

governments cannot do other but taking this kind of measures, it is the direct 

responsibility of Nicaraguan government to build a good image for the country and to 

create a good environment for the work of the international organizations and the non-

profit organizations that dedicate their labor in supporting the projects for those in 

greater need, therefore it is recommended for the policy makers to take into account that 

the country needs the aid and that the aid is coming from the official agecies of the well-

developed countries and the international organizations that channel the aid through the 

non-progit sector. The situation of food insecurity in the countries must be addressed 

with special attention given in the case of a food emergency, since the whole region 
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would be affected such as the case of lack of beans in the Central American region, and 

to get this done, it is necessary to strengthen  protection structures, such as ministries 

and producers unions, that are already in operation in order to make possible the 

creation of a medium-term strategy and a long term plan for the food security in both 

regions, which main purpose should be reaching firs the population more vulnerable of 

the countries. 

 

5.2.2. Haiti 

According to the interview with the representatives of projects of Food for the 

Poor, and the ones working in the projects in Haiti, they consider the case of Nicaragua 

as a good example to be applied in other countries such as Haiti, Guatemala, among 

others, countriesin that are the ones facing the most dificulties to reach food security, to 

do activities such as the production of fruits and vegetables in order to encourage the 

family farmers to give use to their land and to produce what would bring more benefit 

and profit for their families. Nevertheless, the type of projects as well as the type of 

agricultural products do not work the same from one country to another, many times for 

the type of land, of for the different access to resources and also for the government of 

the country and for the contextual situation of the country, such as the deterioration of 

the economy and the productioon of Haiti due to the earthquake and how the situation 

led the country and the farmers to dependency or to determination.  

It is noted that many of the measures taken at national and regional level have 

aimed to decrease the impacts of short-term effects of the food crisis, like in the case of 

Haiti, the food aid that the country received from United States and Taiwan, for 

example, was the rapid respond after the earthquake, nevertheless, the non-profit 

otganizations are running project for food donation in the schools, churches and shelter 
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homes, and the projects to boost the agricultural production are not strong enough as to 

help the farmers to change their mentality through teaching them that it is possible to 

start to produce different kind of crops and to get more profit from these projects. 

However, it is unclear in many cases there is a long-term strategy to ensure food 

security for future generations in the whole Caribbean region, even the countries as a 

bloc are participating in the international summit and workshops related to this 

important issue as is the eradication of poverty and hunger, the real initiatives and 

results are not bringing a positive change to countries such as Haiti and Jamaica in the 

agricultural sector, both countriess face a very markable dependency in the import of 

food products wich is also directly related to the lack of well designed policies as well 

as for the inequality of the possision these developing countries have in the frame of the 

free trade agreements. 

Haiti will need more initiatives from the government, together with the union of 

farmers as well as with the non-profit organizations and international organizations that 

are currenltly wonrking in the region in projects for water sanitation and food security. 

The issue of the water is one of the most difucult problems that the farmers face, the 

lack of access to this natural resource makes the posibility to boost their production 

even more hard and the work of the NPO’s for this is very important and crucial, 

therefore the governements should get involved together with the NPO sector and with 

the International Organizations. For Haiti to continue to work in the eradication of 

poverty and to ensure the food access for all the people as equal, to boost the economy 

and to reach food sovereignity, it is necessary and indispensable the direct participation 

of the government and to take initiatives and build direct relations and partnerships with 

the international organization and with the different non-profir organizations for the 

well developmet of the country and for the evolution of the agricultural sector.  
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Haiti is facing a similar situation like the one that Nicaragua faced in 1972, when 

the earthquake destroyed the capital and Nicaragua lose many of the foreign investment 

that were in the cuntry before, as Nicaragua was the big farm of that supplied the grains 

to the whole Central American region during decades until the 60’s, the country later 

faced the consequences of the natural desaster and later on, the civil war, which 

transformed the country in every single way, from the losing of the foreing direct 

investment to the complete and rapid devaluation of the national currency, in many 

decades Nicaragua only received the support of the non-profit organizations from 

socialist countries, which have been changed with the pass of the years, but today’s 

context in the country is still no the best for the non.profir organizations and for the aid 

from the countries that  do not recognize the currect government adminstration and the 

president as legitime and constitutional.  
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