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Abstract 

In 2014, the Sunflower Movement was a turning point for the political 

development of Taiwan.  It was the first time in the history of Taiwan that 

the Legislative Yuan was occupied by students. The Hungarian sociologist 

Karl Mannheim theorized that destabilizing events can lead to the 

emergence of new political generations. This thesis attempts to examine 

whether or not the Sunflower Movement can be considered as a catalyst of 

a political generation. It also analyzes the political values and attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations of those involved with the aim of studying 

whether or not those students became a political generation. If we know the 

political behavior of these students, it is possible to foresee the future of 

Cross-Strait relations. 
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1. Chapter 1 - Introduction    

Since 1949, when the KMT arrived in Taiwan after losing the Chinese civil war against 

the Chinese Communist Party, the Strait of Taiwan has become a hotspot for security in 

East Asia. Cross-Strait relations has the potential to lead the Republic of China (ROC) 

and People's Republic of China (PRC) to war, through either miscalculation, 

misunderstanding, accident or willful desire.  

  

During the various Missile Crisis, 1954-1955, 1958 and 1995-1996, military tensions 

reached worrisome levels. Later, in 2005, the PRC passed an "antiseccession law" 

(fanfenlieguojiafa, 反分裂國家法), which authorized the use of force to stop any 

separatist movement by Taiwan. Despite this, the relation between ROC and PRC has 

improved during the recent years, in particular, since president Ma Ying-Jeou (馬英九) 

took the presidential office in 2008. President Ma changed the conflictive course that 

Cross-Strait Relations had undergone under Chen Shui-Bian's administration. The 

normalisation of Taiwan and China's relations became a top priority for Ma's 

administration, which believed that an improved Cross-Strait Relations would not only 

reinforce Taiwan's security, but more importantly, increase economic opportunities in 

Mainland China. President Ma, in his inaugural address asserted that there would be "no 

reunification, no independence and no war" (butongbudubuwu, 不統, 不獨, 不武)
1
.  

 

Nevertheless, despite the existing stability, Cross-Strait relations remain potentially 

dangerous for both parties. The American scholar John Mearsheimer believes that the 

existing danger that can jeopardise Cross-Strait Relations dwells in the continuing rise 

of China, which will have huge consequences for Taiwan, almost all of which will be 

bad. In the future, China will be much more powerful than it is today and it will remain 

deeply committed to making Taiwan part of China
2
. 

 

On the contrary, the American scholar Ted Carpanter stated that Taiwan's provocations 

to China as a result of the growing support of independence will be the cause of the 

                                                 
1
 Shao-Cheng Sun, "President MA Ying Jeou's Strategies to promote ECFA in Taiwan," EOPS 

 12 (2012): 1. 
2
 John Mearsheimer, "Taiwan's Dire Straits," The National Interest 130 (Mar/April 2014): 29. 
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possible conflict between ROC and PRC. In reality, Taiwan is unlikely to declare 

independence formally. However, developments in recent years make clear that the 

Taiwanese are taking a variety of actions that stop just short of that ultimate 

provocation. In doing so, Taiwan is contributing to steadily escalating tensions. At some 

point, the Taiwanese government may miscalculate and provoke Beijing beyond 

endurance
3
.  

 

Following that argument, Trevor Corson through Carpanter pointed out that so far the 

United States has managed to prevent armed conflict between China and Taiwan by 

pressuring Taiwan not to declare independence. Nevertheless, as Taiwan’s democracy 

matures, America’s ability to influence the island is fading
4
. This means that Taiwanese 

domestic politics has the potential to jeopardise the current status quo and subsequently  

can lead Taiwan towards a conflict with Beijing government. Why does Taiwanese 

domestic politics have such a power to impact Cross-Strait relations? Taiwan is a 

democracy and its leaders could not easily resist pressure for a more assertive posture -

even a declaration of independence - if that is what the voters demanded. If public 

opinion hardens in favour of this policy direction, elected officials may feel compelled 

to follow
5
.  However, such a pressure may not only can come from the result of an 

official election but also from any political activity or event promoted by Taiwanese 

civil society such as demonstrations, protests, and occupations.  

 

In 2014, the Sunflower Movement (Taiyanghuaxueyun, 太陽花學運), the protests led 

by the students against the KMT's government and the Cross-Strait Service Trade 

Agreement (haixialianganfuwumaoyixieyi, 海峽兩岸服務貿易協議)(CSSTA), which 

eventually turned into an occupation of the Legislative Yuan, were a clear example of 

how civil society's pressure and public opinion can shape the political landscape of 

Taiwan and ultimately Cross-Strait Relations's development. 

 

 In the article published by the Diplomat, entitled "Was Taiwan's Sunflower Movement 

Successful?", J. Michael Cole suggested that one of the successful features of the 

                                                 
3
 Ted Carpanter,  America's coming war with China.  (New York: Palgrave, 2005), 99.  

4
 Ibid, 99. 

5
 Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism," Policy Studies 26 (2006): 2. 
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Sunflower Movement was its ability to inject itself into politics across the Taiwan 

Strait, thus forcing Beijing to take social forces into consideration as it adjusts its 

policies
6
.  In June 28th of 2014, Zhang Zhijun's visit to Taiwan, China's top official for 

Cross-Strait relations, was a sign of new Beijing's considerations towards Taiwan. The 

visit was landmark for Cross-Strait relations, since Mr Zhang was the first-ever head of 

the mainland's Taiwan Affair Office (TAO) to visit Taiwan. Zhang met with his 

counterpart, Wang Yu-chi of the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC). They agreed to 

study issues relating to Taiwan’s involvement in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

and Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
7
.  

 

Indeed, as Taiwan is a democratic regime, civil society in Taiwan has the potential to 

shape Taiwanese domestic politics. Hence, the relationship between civil society and 

domestic politics seems to be the key factor that can lead to a possible political change 

in Taiwan and ultimately in Cross-Strait relations. Therefore, to foresee the 

development of domestic politics and the future of the relations between ROC and PRC 

with the aim of promoting peace in the Taiwan Strait, it is important to understand the 

structure of political opinion. Analysing civil society's political values and attitudes 

towards and Cross-Strait relations is critical to achieve such a purpose.  

 

1.1 Generational Puzzle 

To understand society's different political values and attitudes, it is important to 

comprehend the complex nature of Taiwanese society, which has been shaped by 

different political regimes (Japanese colonial rule, KMT's authoritarian regime, and a 

democratic regime), socio-economic contexts, and ethnic factors. Not all the Taiwanese 

have undergone the same life experiences or have been influenced by similar political 

ideas or values.  

 

Despite the existing socio-economic and political differences between individuals and 

groups, some shared commonalities can be found. Some groups of individuals, as a 

                                                 
6
 J. Michael Cole, "Was Taiwan's Sunflower Movement successful?," The Diplomat, July 1, 

 2014,  http://thediplomat.com/2014/07/was-taiwans-sunflower-movement-successful/ 
7
 Shannon Tiezzi, "The Sunflower Movement hangs over Chinese Official's trip to Taiwan," The 

 Diplomat, June 25, 2014, http://thediplomat.com/2014/06/sunflower-movement-hangs-over-

 chinese-officials-trip-to-taiwan/ 
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result of having experienced social changes and historical events, share to some extent a 

homogenous set of political values and attitudes that ultimately have had an impact on 

Taiwan domestic politics.  

 

 To analyse Taiwanese society's political values and attitudes and the causes of political 

change in the island, a theoretical framework able to take in account the existing 

differences and particularities of the individuals and groups as well as the factors that 

have contributed to the political change is needed.  Generational studies can provide a 

tool to decipher such social and political complexities. The notion of generation is used 

to make sense of differences between age groupings in society and to locate individual's 

selves and other persons within historical time
8
. In addition, new generations experience 

historical conditions differently than do older (parent) generations, and in this difference 

lies the potential for marked social change
9
. 

 

 There have been several previous attempts to study Taiwanese society's political values 

and attitudes from a generational approach, namely Shelley Rigger, Andy Chang,  T.Y 

Wang and Yun-Han Chu. 

 

Andy Chang and T.Y Wang, in their article entitled "Taiwanese or Chinese? 

Independence or Unification? An analysis of Generational differences in Taiwan" 

published in 2005, provided a generational model to analyse Taiwanese society and its 

political generations. According to them, the history of Taiwan has crafted four main 

political generations, as a result of different living experiences such as the Japanese 

colonial rule, Taiwan's withdrawal from the UN in 1971, the establishment of DPP in 

1986 and the peaceful transfer of political power in 2000.
10

 See table I.  

                                                 
8
 Jane Pilcher, "Mannheim's sociology of generations: an undervalued legacy, "BJS 45, 3 (1994):

 481. 
9

 Joseph,R, Demartini, "Change agents and generational relationships: A reevaluation of 

 Mannheim' s  problems of generations," Social Forces 64, no.1 (1985): 2. 
10

 Andy Chang and T.Y Wang, "Taiwanese or Chinese? Independence or Unification? An 

 analysis of Generational differences in Taiwan," Journal of Asian and African studies 40 (2005): 

 34. 
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Table I: Generational Model 

 

Source: Andy Chang and T.Y Wang, " Taiwanese or Chinese? Independence or Unification? An 

 analysis of Generational differences in Taiwan", Journal of Asian and African studies 

40 (2005)  

 

 

 

In 2006, Shelley Rigger published an article entitled "Taiwan's rising rationalism: 

generations, politics, and "Taiwanese Nationalism", in which, Rigger attempted to 

foresee the development of Cross-Strait relations applying Chang and Wang's 

generational model to study Taiwanese political generation's political values, 

nationalism and attitudes towards Cross Strait relations. Her theoretical approach not 

only was based on generational studies but also the notion that the relationship between 

democracy and domestic politics is the key factor to understand any political 

development in the Strait of Taiwan. In addition, Rigger provided a deep analysis of the 

different political generations, not only explaining the historical factors that shaped 

them but also analysing the social differences and political values and attitudes towards 

Cross-Strait relations among them.  Rigger argued that preferences patterns of different 

age groups in Taiwan differ in important ways, and maintains, moreover, that these age-

related attitudinal disparities are not a function of age (are not life-cycle factors) but are 

manifestations of enduring generational differences
11

. 

 

Rigger, in particular, paid attention to the 4th political generation of Taiwanese or the 

"Strawberry tribe", as she mentioned them in her paper. The political generation born 

                                                 
11

 Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism, "Policy Studies 26 (2006): 3. 
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after 1968, entered their formative years after 1986 and experienced peaceful transfer of 

political power in 2000. In that time, it was claimed to be the generation that in the 

future will change the political development of Taiwan. She analysed their political 

values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations, and one of the resulting outcomes of 

Rigger's work was the evident generational change between the first three political 

generations and the 4th political generation with regards to political values, political 

engagement and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations. When the first three political 

generations had a closer relationship with politics, the 4th political  generation seemed 

to be less politically engaged and more pragmatic regarding Cross-Strait relations.  In 

focus groups organised by Rigger, young people assessed their political participation 

even more negatively. The word they used most often was "indifferent" (lengmo, 冷漠). 

In their views, politics was distant and irrelevant (...), they were apathetic about politics, 

but strongly attached to democracy
12

.  In addition, another characteristic of the 4th 

political generation was their pragmatism towards China and the lack of a high level of 

nationalism.   

 

However, after Ma's first election in 2008, Taiwan domestic politics started to 

experience new social and political processes that began to affect the Taiwanese 

political landscape. On 6th of November of 2008, that indifferent attitude towards 

politics among young people started to change with the emergence of the "Wild 

Strawberry Movement" (yecaomeiyundong, 野草莓運動), a student movement that 

protested against the visit of the People's Republic of China's ARATS chairman Chen 

Yunlin ( 陈云林) to Taiwan. 

 

 In 2011, Shelley Rigger published another paper on generational politics in Taiwan, 

entitled "Looking Toward the Future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics in 

Taiwan"
13

, in which she updated her 2006's paper using data based on TEDS of 2008. 

One of the amendments was that Rigger mentioned the "Wild Strawberry Movement" 

(yecaomeiyundong, 野草莓運動). However,  instead of discussing the emergence of the 

                                                 
12

 Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism,"Policy Studies 26 (2006): 53. 
13

 Shelley Rigger, "Looking Toward the future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics in 

 Taiwan,"  SAIS review 31, no.2 (2011): 65-77. 
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"Wild Strawberry Movement" (yecaomeiyundong, 野草莓運動), which clearly posed a 

challenge to her assumptions on the indifferent attitude of young people towards 

politics,  she followed Andy Chang and T.Y Wang's generational model, and framed the 

"Wild Strawberry Movement" into the "4th political generation" or the "Democratic 

generation" as she labeled that political generation in that paper. The importance of that 

student movement was that the protests reopened a debate about where Taiwan’s young 

generation stands on political issues
14

. 

 

Later, as a result of the seeds planted by the Wild Strawberry Movement in 2008 and 

the Anti-Media Monopoly Movement  (fanmeitilongduanyundong, 反媒體壟斷運動) in 

2012, the Sunflower Movement (Taiyanghua xueyun, 太陽花學運) emerged in 2014. 

The student protests against Ma's administration, its Mainland policies and poor 

economic performance, which turned out in March 18th with an occupation of the 

Legislative Yuan (Parliament) and lasted for 23 days  was considered by some scholars, 

Chen, Duchatel, Wang, as a historical turning point for the contemporary political 

development of the island and Cross- Strait relations.   

 

Indeed, the Sunflower Movement demonstrated new political realities and dynamics 

among the youth. They seemed to be more engaged in politics and more hopeful about 

their impact in politics as well as displayed a high level of nationalism. This movement 

led by students, 56% of the participants were students, and in particular 73% were 

college students
15

, clearly posed a challenge to Rigger's 4th political generation.   

 

What is clear is that the reason the Sunflower Movement flourished was due to the 

enduring generational differences. The students involved in the movement seemed to 

have new political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations.  

 

                                                 
14

  Shelley Rigger, "Looking Toward the future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics in 

 Taiwan,"  SAIS review 31, no.2 (2011): 66 

 
15

Chenwanqi, "shuilai xueyun? taiyanghuaxueyun  canyu  zhedejibenren koutuxiang" 

 PTS News Network July 14,  2014, 

 http://pnn.pts.org.tw/main/2014/07/14/%E8%AA%B0%E4%BE%86%E3%80%8C%E5%AD%

 B8%E9%81%8B%E3%80%8D%EF%BC%9F%E5%A4%AA%E9%99%BD%E8%8A%B1%E

 5%AD%B8%E9%81%8B%E5%8F%83%E8%88%87%E8%80%85%E7%9A%84%E5%9F%B

 A%E6%9C%AC%E4%BA%BA%E5%8F%A3%E5%9C%96%E8%B1%A1/ 
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1.2 Purpose of the study  

The Sunflower Movement's emergence in 2014, as a result of a new socio-economic 

and political context, and in particular the involvement of the young generation in 

politics, posed new scholarly questions that need to be addressed.  

 

According to Andy Chang and T.Y Wang's generational model, the history of Taiwan 

has been shaped by historic events that have led to the emergence of political 

generations. Therefore, whether the Sunflower Movement is considered as a turning 

point for the contemporary political development of Taiwan as well as an important 

formative event or a critical situation, can it be conceived a catalyst for the emergence 

of a new political generation? Secondly, if the students involved in the movement 

seemed to display new political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations, does 

this represent a new political generation? if so, why has it emerged and What are their 

political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations? Lastly, if it turns out that a 

political generation has emerged from the Sunflower movement, how should it be 

explained with regard to the evolution of the Rigger's Democratic generation, the Wild 

Strawberry movement and the Sunflower Movement's generation? In addition, through 

analysing the political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations of the young 

people who participated in the Sunflower Movement, in particular, university students, 

this thesis not only seeks to understand their political values but also attempts to foresee 

and consider the future of Cross-Strait relations with the aim of promoting peace in the 

Strait of Taiwan. Will this political generation impact Cross-Strait Relations? The main 

goal of this thesis is to attempt to answer all these questions. It is worth mentioning, that 

the discussion of the Wild Strawberry Movement is needed for two reasons. Shelley 

Rigger did not explain its location regarding the existing political generations and it was 

a vital for the emergence of the Sunflower Movement in 2014. 

 

As noted previously, this research will primarily study the young generation that 

participated in the Sunflower Movement (They were born between late 1980s and 

1990s). The reason being that the Sunflower Movement was consisted mostly college 

students who were in their formative years, 18-25 years old, and as will be explained 

later, is a critical period in which political values and attitudes emerge. In addition, the 

future lies in the hands of young people, they are the ones who react to new conditions. 

Older people are, on the whole, too set in their ways to be responsible for social or 
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political change, so most long-term change comes about by way of generational 

replacement
16

. On the other hand, when it comes to the understanding of political 

engagement, political socialisation studies among the youth assume that if we can find 

out more about the political orientations of young people, this already offers us a 

glimpse of the future. A clear illustration of this logic can be found in Russell Dalton's 

work on the evolution of political trust. Dalton noted that back in the 1950s, 

multivariate analysis showed a negative relation between age and trust (indicating that 

older people are significantly more distrustful). However, in the most recent studies, this 

relation has been turned around, as younger age cohorts now are clearly more distrustful 

than older respondents. According to Dalton, this finding allows us some grounds for 

speculation about future trends.
17

 

 

In addition, in the Taiwanese context, at the moment, policymakers are most sensitive to 

the preferences of older Taiwanese, who form the bulk of political elite and the active 

electorate.
18

 However, to foresee the future scenarios of domestic politics and Cross-

Strait relations, it is important to take into account the political values and attitudes of 

the young generation as they will become the future political elite and the active 

electorate.  In the future, the political centre of gravity will shift towards today's young 

leaders and voters. If these two's groups preferences diverge, we may see a shift in 

Taiwan's policy direction. Alternatively, the views of the young might come to resemble 

those of the older generation once they reach a similar age
19

. Thus, studying young 

generation's political values and attitudes is crucial to anticipate the future of the 

political development in Taiwan and Cross-Strait relations.  

 

1.3 Guiding Hypothesis  

In 2014, the Sunflower Movement was a result of a specific socio-economic and 

political context. The students, who participated in it, had different political values and 

attitudes towards domestic politics and Cross-Strait relations to the preceding 

generations. Therefore, this thesis hypothesises that the students became into the  

                                                 
16

 Marc Hooghe, "Political socialization and  the future of politics," Acta politica 39 (2004):333. 
17

 Ibid, 333. 
18

 Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism,"  Policy Studies 26 (2006): 3. 
19

 Ibid, 3. 
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Sunflower's political Generation, a political generation that emerged from the 

Sunflower Movement. This political generation has a set of political values and attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations that differ from the preceding political generations. They 

believe in participatory democracy, they are more social and politically engaged, they 

have a clear Taiwanese self-identity, they are in favour of independence of Taiwan, 

They support Pan-Green parties or new parties and they don't have good opinions about 

the PRC's government. As a consequence of these political values and attitudes, they 

have the potential to shape domestic politics and ultimately Cross-Strait relations.  

 

1.4 Variables  

 It is necessary to establish the set of variables that are going to guide this thesis. 

Therefore, the dependent variable is the Sunflower political Generation. In addition, this 

thesis will evaluate the different political values and attitudes towards domestic politics 

and Cross-Strait relations of Sunflower Generation such as its self-identity, "Taiwanese 

nationalism", partisanship, Independence vs Unification issue, democracy, political 

engagement, political socialisation and opinions on China.  

 

The independent variables that have caused the emergence of the Sunflower generation 

have been the universities students' political socialisation and political learning in social 

activism prior to the emergence of the movement, domestic politics, and in particular, 

those related to the economic performance of Taiwan and those that have direct affected 

the living standards and expectations of the students and Cross-Strait relations.  The 

intervening variable is Taiwan's democratic political regime. See research framework in 

Appendix. 

 

1.5 Literature Review on Political generations and Political socialization 

When studying any social phenomena, it is important to apply theoretical tools and 

select the most suitable theory or theories. To facilitate our understanding, when 

analysing the Sunflower's political Generation and its political values and attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations, it is evidently multi-faced and this requires a multi-

theoretical foundation. Two theories are necessary in this instance. Firstly, a theory to 

explain the generational aspect of the entity of study. Secondly, another theory to 
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explain how political values and attitudes are acquired by the youth as well as how they 

are maintained and can consequently shape the political reality.  

 

Political generational theory, that will enable us to understand the generational aspect of 

the Sunflower's political generation, will primarily based upon Karl Mannheim's 

Problem of Generations. However, the notion of political generation that is operated in 

this thesis is based on the definition provided by Michael X Delli Carpini's work 

entitled Stability and Change in American Politics.  In addition, to analyse the evolution 

of Taiwanese political generations, this thesis will rely on the generational model 

proposed by Andy Chang and T.Y Wang, which is in the paper entitled "Taiwanese or 

Chinese? Independence or Unification? An analysis of Generational differences in 

Taiwan", as it provides a conceptual framework that systematically divides Taiwanese 

society into different political generations. Furthermore, Shelley Rigger's works entitled 

Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese Nationalism and 

Looking Toward the future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics in  Taiwan will 

be the starting point as it offers an extensive analysis of the different political 

generations of Taiwanese and their political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait 

relations.  

 

 Political socialisation theory will be the tool to comprehend how the Sunflower 

political's generation acquired their values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations. 

Greensberg's work entitled Political socialization provides the theory used in this thesis.  

This thesis will pay attention to three political socialisation agents: state institutions that 

have shaped political values in Taiwan since the democratisation of Taiwan and in 

particular since 2000, social movements prior to the emergence of the Sunflower 

movement and the Sunflower movement as a formative event. To study the importance 

of social movements as agents of political socialization, both books entitled East Asian 

Social Movements: Power, Protest and Change in Dynamic Region and Mobilizations, 

protests and engagements: Canadian perspectives on Social Movements are crucial.  

 

1.6 Methodology 

This research relies upon two different data collection techniques. The primary data will 

be in-depth interviews of participants of the Sunflower Movement, university students. 
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The majority will be between 18-25 years old. 21 university students from different 

universities National Taiwan University, National Chengchi University, Yangming 

University, National Sun-Yat Sen University, Taipei Medical School, National Dong 

Hwa University and National Taiwan Normal University were interviewed in April of 

2014. The interviews cover issues that are related to their political socialisation, 

political values and attitudes towards domestic politics and Cross-Strait relations, such 

as self-identity, Taiwanese nationalism, partisanship, independence vs unification, 

democracy, political engagement, political socialisation and opinions on China.  

 

The political values noted previously are analysed in this thesis because in order to 

demonstrate the emergence of the Sunflower's political generation, this research will 

compare the Sunflower's political generation with the 4th political generation studied by 

Shelley Rigger in her publications on Taiwanese political generations.  Rigger analysed 

political values and attitudes such as self-identity, partisanship, independence vs 

unification and opinions on China because they can help to understand the levels of 

nationalism in Taiwan. Therefore, this thesis has to study the same political values and 

attitudes that Rigger tackled. However, this thesis adds three other political values and 

attitudes such as democracy, political engagement, and political socialisation. The 

Sunflower Movement, to some extent, challenged the existing ideas of democracy. 

Therefore, knowing Sunflower political generation's ideas on democracy is crucial to 

understand any possible political dynamic in Taiwan.  The students who were involved 

in the Sunflower Movement seemed to be more both political and social engaged than 

the older generations. Thus, understanding why they are more politically and socially 

engaged is important to compare the 4th political generation and this new political 

generation. Finally, the political socialisation of the young involved in the Sunflower 

Movement seemed to be different from those from the 4th political generation. For 

those involved in the 4th generation, the family and state institutions such as the school 

and university played a fundamental role in their political socialisation. On the contrary, 

for the Sunflower's political generation, family played to some degree an important role 

on political socialisation, but universities, in particular, professors and peer groups were 

crucial.  

 

The decision to use qualitative data and in-depth interviews is resultant of the lack of 

detail analysis in the existing official. Surveys and questionnaires conducted by official 
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institutions are helpful to explore large-scale trends. However, if we want to explore the 

meaning of large-scale trends, a qualitative approach is necessary. In-depth interviews 

can be a helpful tool to provide this second deeper layer.  

 

The official data on political large-scale trends in Taiwan provided by the Electoral 

Study Centre of NCCU will be used as a tool to support the results of in-depth 

interviews. 

 

Regarding secondary data, this thesis will rely upon different materials such as books, e-

journals, magazines and websites.  

 

1.7 Chapters  

The thesis will have 11 chapters. The first one is an introduction to the topic, the second 

chapter provides the thesis's theoretical framework, which is based on two main 

theories: Political generation studies and political socialisation. It also discusses the 

limitations of this thesis as well as how these theories can be applied to the case study 

of the Sunflower's Generation.   

 

The third chapter establishes the existing the first three political generations in Taiwan. 

It is worth mentioning that this chapter is not relevant for this thesis, however, it is 

needed as it provides  historical coherence.  

 

The fourth chapter analyses the 4th political generation and its political values and 

attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations. 

 

The fifth chapter discusses the Wild Strawberry Movement and its location regarding 

the existing political generations. The sixth chapter provides the Sunflower Movement 

history as well as it explains the variables that contributed to its emergence. In addition, 

it also discusses the importance of the Sunflower Movement as a destabilising historical 

movement and as a consequence why it can be considered as being a catalyst of the 

Sunflower political generation.  
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The seventh chapter analyses the Sunflower political generation's political values and 

attitudes towards Cross Strait Relations, and it particular, the self-identity, "Taiwanese 

nationalism", partisanship, independence vs unification issue, democracy, political 

engagement, political socialisation and opinions on China.  

 

The eighth chapter compares the political values and attitudes of the 4th political 

generation and the Sunflower's political generation.  

 

The ninth chapter studies the Sunflower's political generation's implication for Cross-

Strait relations. And the conclusion provides with the conclusions of this research. 
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2. Chapter 2 - Theoretical framework  

The thesis is based on two main theories: political generation theory and political 

socialisation theory. It is vital to understand different key concepts of these theories and 

how they are connected.  This chapter is divided into three sections: 

 

 The first part develops political generational theory, based Karl Mannheim. It also 

discusses the importance of political generations as well as why political generations 

struggle within the nation-state. It also analyses why destabilising historical events or 

formative events are critical for the emergence of political generations. In addition, this 

section also includes Andy Chang and T.Y Wang's generational model as well as 

Shelley Rigger's work on Taiwanese political generations. 

 

The second section, discusses the notion of political socialisation. It will pay attention 

to the role political socialisation agents such as state institutions (school, universities), 

which are related to the development of political generations. Furthermore, it analyses 

the relationship between youth and social movements as political learning agents. 

 

Finally, this chapter provides the limitations of using the theories commented above as 

the intrinsic scholarly limitations of studying the Sunflower Movement's Generation and 

its political values and attitudes towards Cross Strait relations.  

2.1 Political Generations Theory 

2.1.1 The intellectual development of the concept of Generation   

Traditionally, from a sociological approach, the concept of generation can be studied 

according Comte and Dilthey's theoretical framework. Despite their theoretical 

differences, they developed the foundations of the concept of generation in the 19th 

century. In the late 19th century, authors such as Justin Dromel, Antoine Cournot and 

Giuseppe Ferrari, also focused their research on the study of generations and its political 

implications.  

 

The French scholar Auguste Comte, between 1830 and 1840, was the first to study 

generations in history applying a scientific framework, highly influenced by a positivist 

worldview. Comte examined systematically the succession of generations as the moving 

force in historical progress. He believed that the tempo of the progress was determined 
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by the tempo of generational change. Social progress exists only, according to Comte, 

insofar as it is based on death, as the eternal renewer of human society
20

.  

 

On the other hand, in the late 1860's, the German scholar Wilhelm Dilthey based his 

studies on generations using a historical romantic approach. In his study of German 

romanticism, he discovered that many of its most important representatives were born in 

adjoining years (Schlegel in 1767, Hölderlin in 1770, Novalis and Tieck in 1773). This 

observation led him to hypothesise that the absorption of formative impressions during 

adolescence tends to transmit for life to a great number of individuals of the same age a 

fund of relatively homogenous philosophical and social guidelines. Subsequently, 

Dilthey believed that formative impressions, which people receive during a rather short 

period of time in adolescence, can hardly be thrown off later on through strong 

impressions of an opposite nature
21

.  

 

Also in the decade of the 1860's, the French author Justin Dromel did a taxonomy of 

generations based on the age of the individuals. His theory was purely based on 

statistics and some elements of the political aspects of society. According to Dromel, 

birth can be considered at the age of 21 years, adulthood at the age of 25, a phase of 

progress, between 25 and 40 years. The political life, he stated, lasts until the 70, but 

activity ceases towards the 65. From  65 to 70, men suffer - and this is a sharp 

observation of Dromel - the filial influence changes, when before the son lived from the 

father's ideas, now, the father lives from the son's ambitions
22

.  

 

Antoine Cournot introduced some analysis elements based on a more rationalist 

approach
23

. According to Cournot every generation transmits through education some 

ideas which are followed, and through that education act or transmission is verified, the 

educative generation is still in presence, while still suffer the influence of all the 

survivors of the last generation that have not ceased of being notably involved into 

                                                 
20

 Hans Jaeger, "Generations in history," Geschichte und Gessellschaft 3 (1977): 275. 
21

 Ibid, 276. 
22

  Julian Marías, El método histórico de las generaciones. (Madrid: Revista de Occidente, 

 1961),  41. 
23

 Marco. A. Martín, "The theory of generations in Ortega y Gasset: a reading from the 21st 

 century," Tiempo y espacio 20. (2008): 100. 
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politics, in the movement of ideas and business. The youth that is initiating in the world 

also preserve the footprint of their childhood, which is caused by the conversation with 

the older
24

. 

 

The Italian philosopher, Giuseppe Ferrari, who was strongly influenced by positivists 

ideas of Comte and Vico, discussed the importance of generations when understanding 

the progress of  history.  He pointed out that every 30 years there is a significant change 

with regards to the ideas of the social groups. Each generation struggle to impose its 

own convictions with the aim of breaking the old social order.
25

  

 

In the early 1920's Mannheim developed further generational theory, being considered 

the founder of the modern approach. Later, other scholars such as Ortega y Gasset, 

Marías, Gramsci and Abrams also contributed to the understanding of the notion of 

generations
26

.  

. 

2.2 Karl Mannheim and political Generations  

As Karl Mannheim stated in his article "The Problem of Generations" (1952), the 

problem of generations is important enough to merit serious consideration. It is one of 

the indispensable guides to an understanding of the structure of social and intellectual 

movements. Its practical importance becomes clear as soon as one tries to obtain a more 

exact understanding of the accelerated pace of social change characteristic of our time.
27

  

 

The social phenomenon "generation" represents nothing more than a particular kind of 

identity of location, embracing related "age groups" embedded in a historical-social 

process. The nature of generation location is determined by the way in which certain 

patterns of experience and thought tend to be brought into existence by the natural data 

                                                 
24

 Julian Marías, El método histórico de las generaciones. (Madrid: Revista de Occidente, 

 1961): 48. 
25

 Marco. A. Martín, "The theory of generations in Ortega y Gasset: a reading from the 21st 

 century,", Tiempo y espacio 20. (2008): 101.  
26

  Carmen Leccardi and Carles Feixa, "El concepto de generación en las teorías sobre la 

 juventud," Última decada 34 (2011): 14. 
27

 Karl Mannheim, "The Problem of Generations". In Essays on the sociology of knowledge, ed. 

 Paul Kecskemeti, 276-320.(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul  LTD, 1952), 287. 
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of the transition from one generation to another
28

.  In addition, generations have to two 

main characteristics: members of the same generations are born at the same time and in 

the same cultural context.  However, as Mannheim pointed out, sharing a temporal and 

spatial location makes a group of individuals an age cohort, not a generation. The 

location as such only contains potentialities which may materialise, or be suppressed, or 

become embedded in other social forces and manifest themselves in modified form. 

When pointing out that mere co-existence in time did not even suffice to bring about 

community of generation location. In order to share the same generation location, i.e in 

order to be able passively to undergo or actively to use the handicaps and privileges 

inherent in a generation location, one must be born within the same historical and 

cultural region.  Generation as an actuality, however, involves even more than mere co-

presence in such a historical and social region. A further concrete nexus is needed to 

constitute generation as an actuality. This additional nexus may be described as 

participation in the common destiny of these historical and social units
29

.  

 

According to Mannheim, the formative years which are the those that correspond to  

youth,  are the critical moment for the emergence of generations as its the period of 

formation of the "natural view the world" that may or may not lead to the actuality of a 

generation. Mannheim stressed the importance of a formative event, which is likely to 

be a traumatic event or catastrophe that uniquely cuts off a generation its past and 

separate its from the future
30

. For this reason, people who are between 18 and 25 years 

of age when destabilising events occur can coalesce to form a generation.
31

   

 

However, not all the members of the same age cohort perceive or experience events in 

the same way. Mannheim in order to explain such a phenomena, discussed the idea of 

generational units. This notion represents a much more concrete bond than the actual 

generation as such. Youth experiencing the same concrete historical problems may be 

                                                 
28

 Karl Mannheim, "The Problem of Generations". In Essays on the sociology of knowledge, ed. 

 Paul Kecskemeti, 276-320.(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul  LTD, 1952), 292. 
29

 Ibid, 303. 
30

  Daniela Koleva "Remembering socialism, living post-socialism: Gender, generation and 

 ethniticy". In Peripheral Memories: Public and private forms of experiencing the past and  

 narrating  the past,  ed. Elisabeth Boesen, Fabianne Lentz, Michel Margue, Denis Scuto, 

 Renée Wagener, 219-239 (Bielefeld; Transcript Historie, 2012), 229. 
31

 Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006), 12. 
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said to be part of the same actual generation; while those groups within the same actual 

generation which work up the material of their common experiences in different 

specific ways, constitute separate generation units
32

.   

 

2.3 Why do political generations clash within the nation-state? 

One of the main critiques that can be done to Mannheim's work on political generations 

is that he did not elaborate on why new political generations clash with older ones 

within the nation-state and why political generations can lead to social change.  

 

 One of the main assumptions regarding the inter-generational struggle is that new 

political generations tend to clash with older political generations because new political 

generations seek more political power, which is hegemonised by "older" political 

generations. Generations constitute a new “Self” of the nation-state against an internal 

“Other,” a previous generation. Roskin of Kuhn’s paradigmatic transitions established 

that the ontology of a nation-state is remade to some degree by an emerging generation 

against the one in power. Such transitions are characterised less by a “passing of the 

torch” than a contentious period of intense, negative identification struggles.
33

 

 

Regarding generational struggles between new political generations and the old, such 

transitions come about through two mechanisms. The first of these is the so-called 

“formative experience,” anomaly, or social moment that creates the generational cohort; 

the second is a component of intense intergenerational struggle—sometimes termed 

“revolutionary” or “destructive.”
34

 

 

When explaining the importance of formative events as phenomenon that can shape 

political generations during their formative years, Anthony Giddens's notion of critical 

situations is vital for their understanding. A critical situation is a set of circumstances 

which -for whatever reason- radically disrupts accustomed routines of daily life. 

Conventions and social codes maybe be abandoned and new ones produced on spot. 

                                                 
32

  Karl Mannheim, "The Problem of Generations". In Essays on the sociology of knowledge, ed. 

 Paul Kecskemeti, 276-320.(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul  LTD, 1952), 304.  
33

 Brent J. Steele and Jonathan M. "Introduction: The Evolution of Generational Analysis and  

International Theory"  In Theory and Application of the "Generation" in International Relations, 

 ed.  Brent J. Steele and Jonathan M, Acuff. 3-25, (New York: Palgrave Macmillian, 2012), 10. 
34

 Ibid,  26. 
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Under crisis, agency comes to the fore, often reshaping prevailing social structures.
35

 In 

addition, these critical situations are also able to create a new identity due to the fact 

that the "new" cannot accommodate itself in the existing identities. Generational 

analysis scholars see these as catastrophes or crises that provide the “exogenous shocks” 

that make possible a new identity. Yet in two important respects, the shocks may be 

endogenous as well. First, such shocks are “made possible” because of the sedentary 

thinking of a generation in power, which fails to see data that disconfirms its 

implementation of policies. Second, an incoming generation can then connect such 

crises to the policies, the mindset, and the agency of a generation in power. Identities 

can change, but they can also remain static for periods of time, as Kratochwil reminds 

us.
36

 

 

Another scholar who is critical to understand why "exogenous shocks" are important for 

the development of a political generation is the British sociologist Philip Abrams.  The 

British sociologist contributed to the field studying Mannheim's ideas and looking, in 

particular, at the role of identity in generations. As Mannheim, Abrams also believed 

that historical and institutional discontinues are important for the development of a 

generation
37

. To prove that, in his book Historical sociology, he brought out Bereleson's 

work, which suggested that a whole political generation may have been developing for 

whom the socio-economic problems of their youth served as bases for permanent 

political forms... Presumably an age generation can be transformed by political events 

and social condition...a generation that retains its allegiances and norms while 

succeeding generations are moving in another direction
38

.  

 

Adams also suggested that the individuality and society are socially constructed. The 

identity - is considered as the link between both individual and society's dimensions - 

and has to be studied within the historical and social framework. Subsequently, Abrams 

                                                 
35
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36
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37
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38
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defined identity as the consciousness in which history of the individual life and social 

history are interwoven
39

. In addition, when expanding the notion of identity and 

generations, he also suggested that if a new sociological generation is to emerge, a new 

configuration of social actions, the attempt of individuals to construct identity must 

coincide with major and palpable historical experiences in relation to which new 

meanings can be assembled. (...) But it is historical events that seem to provide the 

crucial opportunities for constructing new versions of such meanings. Such 

opportunities are seized, in turn, most avidly and imaginatively by those who are most 

actively in the market for such meanings (identities). Hence the peculiar connection of 

youth and generations. And the more the overall configuration of a society leaves the 

mode of entry new individuals open to negotiation the more likely it is that those 

individuals will put together a sense of themselves as being historically unlike their 

predecessors; will make something culturally or politically of their distinctiveness as 

youth. Such attempts create the world of youth as a stage of life history. But sometimes 

such attempts also seize on historical experiences, of war, revolution, crisis or liberation 

for example. (...) an age group located at such a moment in history can create a new 

social generation. Life history and world history coalesce to transform each other. 

Identity  is made within the double construction of time
40

.  

 

According to Abrams, one generation, in the sociological sense, is the period of time in 

which one identity is constructed based on the resources and meanings that are socially 

and historically available. Therefore, a sociological generation do not follow each other 

based on a recognisable temporal cadence established by succession of biological 

generations. Hence, there is not a normalised time to measure and predict their rhythm, 

as a result, from a sociological perspective, one generation can last 10 years or 

centuries.
41
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To explain the intergenerational struggle, Thomas Kuhn's theory on "Paradigm shift" 

can enable us to understand such a phenomenon. It serves as the perfect analogy to 

explain why "new" political generations struggle with the "old" ones. When  

researchers, operating  under their old  paradigm, begin  to  notice  that  their  empirical 

findings  do  not come  out  the  way  they  are supposed  to,  disquiet  enters  into  the  

profession.  Anomalies or  counter instances crop up  in  the  research and  throw the  

old  paradigm into  doubt. Then  an  innovator  looks  at  the  data  from another angle,  

reformulates the  basic  framework, and  introduces  a  new paradigm. Significantly  

these  innovators  tend  to  be  younger  men  who, "being  little  committed by  prior 

practice to  the  traditional rules of  normal science, are  particularly  likely  to see  that 

those rules no  longer define a playable game and to conceive another set  that can 

replace  them.
42

  The new paradigm does not  triumph  immediately  and  automatically.  

Now there are two competing, antithetical paradigms; each demands its  separate world 

view. The discussants are bound partly to  talk  through each other because they  are 

looking  at  the  same data from differing angles. The  new  paradigm makes  progress,  

however,  because  it  claims  it  can solve  the problems that have  led  the old one  to  a 

crisis. The new paradigm makes particular headway among younger workers. The old  

practitioners may be beyond conversion;  they  simply die out. This "paradigm shift" is 

what Kuhn calls a "scientific revolution," and these "revolutions close with a total  

victory for one of  the  two opposing camps
43

. When analysing the Sunflower 

Movement and its political generation, it is interesting to observe how the Sunflower 

Movement displayed a new way to understand politics.  It can be argued that what the 

student movement questioned was the existing "paradigm" that does not seem 

convincing for them. Therefore, Sunflower Movement's bottom line was a "paradigm 

shift" that led them to challenge the social and political status quo hegemonised by 

"old" politics embodied in the current KMT.  

 

2.4 Defining the concept of political generation 

Regarding the existing literature on political generations, the concept of political 

generations has been criticised by being ambiguous. It can be argued that values and 

                                                 
42
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attitudes can differ depending on the individuals. It might be possible that some 

members of a generation will have similar attitudes and values regarding religion, 

family or work life as a result of a formative event, but, not necessarily have to share 

similar political views. Despite Mannheim discussed the concept of generation unit to 

explain the possible differences among members of the same cohort when experiencing 

the same historical event, yet Mannheim did not clarify how values operate. Therefore, 

members of a generation can share same social values but not political ones. To 

highlight and overcome that theoretical problem, Lucien Febvre suggested that when 

analysing and applying the concept of generation is necessary to differ them according 

to their nature: social, religious, or political.
44

  

 

This thesis assumes the existence of a political generation as well as it validates 

Mannheim's assumption that points out the importance of the impact of destabilising 

historical events during the formative years as a key factor for the emergence of a 

political generation and its political identity. However, to discuss political generations 

according to Mannheim's framework is necessary to go further. It is also worth 

mentioning that not all the historical events can lead generations to become a political 

generation. Therefore, to become a political generation, the members have to share a set 

of similar political values and attitudes as well as a shared sense of identity as a product 

of an unique historical event and context. In other words, there has to exist a sense of 

homogeneity among the members of the political generation regarding the 

understanding of the political life.  

 

To describe clearly, what a political generation entails, not only is necessary to bring 

out Mannheim and Abrams's theory but also Delli Carpini's work. The latter, influenced 

by Mannheim's theory, described a political generation as group of individuals, similar 

in age, who share a general set of political socialisation experiences leading to the 

development of shared political orientations that distinguish them from other age groups 

in society. People of a similar age tend to be exposed to shared historical, social, and 

political stimuli. A shared generational outlook develops when an age group 

experiences a decisive political event in its impressionable years—the period from late 

adolescence to early adulthood when people approach or attain voting age—and begins 
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to think more seriously about politics. At the same time, younger people have less 

clearly defined political beliefs, which makes them more likely to be influenced by key 

societal events.
45

 

2. 5 Generational knowledge, political socialisation, youth and social movements. 

Once the notion of political generation has been thoroughly discussed, it is also 

important to study how these generations acquire their political values and attitudes, and 

in particular, the young generation, since the Sunflower's political generation is made up 

mostly of 18-25 years olds. It is vital that we understand the political learning porcess of 

the Sunflower's political generation. If we know how they acquired their political values 

and if they can hold and maintain these values over time, we will be able to foresee their 

political behaviour in the future regarding domestic and Cross-Strait relations. 

 

 This section examines how knowledge becomes generational knowledge or how youth 

acquires their political values. The Sunflower's political generation is a very interesting 

case of political socialisation because it has been formed due two main factors: a 

formative event and a political socialisation given by agents such as university 

professors, peer groups and social movements. 

 

In the field of political socialisation theory, two major debates have emerged. The first 

attempts to grasp how young generations are socialised into the political environment 

and where the political values are acquired, while the second discusses how long their 

values can last.  

 

Regarding the first debate, there are two main competing theories, the conflict theory, 

which is based on Mannheim's work, and assumes that the formative years are the 

critical time in which values are developed and acquired as a result of destabilising 

historical events and the second emphasises political socialisation as learning process, 

which is given by the social order, in which older generations pass on of norms and 

traditions to the youth
46

. In that direction, Dawson and Prewitt
47

 and Langton
48

 pointed 
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out that during the process of political socialisation, not only the older generation can 

pass on of the norms but also formal environments such as the school, governmental 

institutions or informal environments such as the peer group.  Greenberg defines 

political socialisation as the process by which the individuals acquires attitudes, beliefs 

and values relating to the political system of which he is a member to his own role as 

citizen within that political system.
49

  

 

During the democratisation of Taiwan, and in particular between 2000 and 2008, agents 

such as the school, universities and state  institutions played a fundamental role in the 

political socialisation of the youth.  This is especially true in the promotion of values 

such as democracy and a Taiwanese self-identity. With the political and socioeconomic 

changes that Taiwan's democratisation brought, most of the schools and colleges, 

started to teach new western-influenced values and the ideals of liberal democracy, 

including the doctrine of reducing excessive governmental domination.
50

 In 2000, when 

the DPP took the office, it also promoted the "Taiwanization" of the island through the 

educational curricula, encouraging teachers to discuss Taiwan as the "homeland".
51

 The 

importance of this educational process was crucial for the political development of 

Taiwan, and in particular for the emergence of new political values and attitudes among 

the youth. The school curricula and textbooks were served to intentionally transmit 

selective knowledge, history, and culture in support of dominant and social and political 

groups which helped to validate the existing power structure. In addition, Raymond 

Williams via Chen suggested that historical and cultural ratification of the social order 

and are important element of the "hegemonic culture" which defines social reality for 

most in a society".
52

 

 

Demartini suggested that theoretically speaking, the application of Mannheim's theory 

on formative events as a process of political learning can collide with political 
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socialisation theory. The difference between political socialisation and generation unit 

conceptual framework is fundamental. The first is based on a consensus model 

emphasising successful socialisation of the young by the elders. The other is rooted in 

conflict theory, and highlights dissensus between generations that ultimately leads to 

youth rebellion against the socialisation efforts of the older.
53

 Nevertheless, both 

theories do not necessarily have to collide. The political socialisation of the young 

generation that was involved in the Sunflower Movement was a clear example of how 

both theories can perfectly coexist. As it has been discussed before, the unique aspect of 

the Sunflower Movement as a destabilising historical event as well as a political 

learning process is that some of students who were involved, already had some 

democratic values given by socialisation agents such as school, universities or social 

activism. During the protests, the students who were already political socialised, 

reinforced their political ideas whereas the students who did not have any previous 

experience in political affairs, as a result of being engaged with the movement and 

sharing political ideas, they developed new political values as well as new attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations. 

 

The Sunflower movement was not only a destabilising event but also a formative 

experience. Some scholars have pointed out the importance of social movements when 

shaping identity and acquiring political values and attitudes of those involved. Social 

movements are sites where knowledge is contested and constructed, where identities 

and subjectivities (both individual and collective) are defined and redefined, where 

citizens are formed and where oppression is named. We know that these activities 

within social movements are educational and social learning processes.
54

 

 

Regarding the duration of the political values and attitudes, according to Fendrich
55

 they 

can last over a lifetime. The scholar, using Manheim's theory of political generations, 
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studied a sample of 100 former activists in the civil rights movement before 1965. 

Fendrich verified the following three propositions of the generational unit: (1) People 

who were active in protest politics when they were college students continued to engage 

in leftist politics as adults after 10 years. (2) People who committed ideologically into 

protest movements in their youth sustained commitments beyond interest politics. (3) 

Although people who sustained strong ideological commitments to social reform choose 

to enter graduate school or other courses of professional education, they did not expect 

to earn higher income nor to occupy a prestigious status. Rather they engaged in human 

service, for instance, as social workers, journalists, or teachers, in order to keep their 

radical faith and to secure the liberty for protests. The adult political socialisation of 

former activists remained a continuous reinforcement and transformation of their 

youthful value and belief system through expanded and varied experiences in social and 

political life.
56

 

2.6 Theoretical limitations 

When conducting research, it is important to keep in mind that theories and researches 

have theoretical limitations. The study of the Sunflower's political Generation and its 

political values and their attitudes towards Cross Strait relations can be restrained by 

some theoretical limitations that will be explained later on. Rather than rejecting the 

theoretical framework that underpins this thesis, this section attempts to do an exercise 

of intellectual honesty by underlining which points can be subjected to criticism as a 

result of the limitations intrinsic to the nature of such a topic and the theories used. In 

addition, it also provides responses to overcome, to some extent, these limitations.   

 

Firstly, one of the Mannheim's assumptions regarding political generations is the fact 

that they are social constructed. Subsequently, according to that logic, political values 

and attitudes are also a result of that social construction. When it came to the 

understanding of the formation and the duration of political values and attitudes, 

Mannheim believed that the formation of that belief system occurred during the young 

adulthood and it remained rather stable and fixed during the individual's life. 

Nevertheless, as Antonio Gramsci pointed out in his work Selections from cultural 
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writings that in history, in social life, nothing is fixed, rigid or definitive.
57

 This means 

that history and social-constructed entities are always in a constant progress or change. 

Besides, following that logic, according to Sandoval, values are a product of the 

changes and transformations of the history
58

, therefore this leads to think that political 

values and attitudes rather than remaining stable or fix, they tend to change during the 

individual's life, depending on the historical context. On the other hand, institutional 

theories also challenge the idea that political values and attitudes are only shaped in the 

early stages of the young adulthood. Institutional theories emphasise adult political 

experiences or political "relearning" based on individual's rational assessments of "the 

net present value" of contemporary institutions and circumstances. Therefore, attitudes 

and behaviours are malleable and adaptable. Moreover, generational differences in 

initial political attitudes should diminish over time as they are overwhelmed by the 

common lessons of contemporary experience
59

.  

 

Despite institutional theories challenged Mannheim's assumptions on the critical role 

that formative experiences play when shaping political behaviors and institutional 

theories did not support the idea that political values change during a lifetime,  some 

generational studies on political generations in Taiwan, Chang and Wang, Rigger, 

proved the importance of historical destabilising events as key factors for the 

development of political learning amongst  Taiwanese political generations. In addition, 

according to the same scholars, the resulting political values and attitudes have 

remained more or less stable and homogenous among the different political generations.   

 

Secondly, regarding the identity construction of a political generation. Abrams 

suggested that generations have developed an identity as a result of the interaction with 

society. However, whether society is conceived as a social construct, in a constant 

change, it can also be argued that identity is malleable, and can be reformulated, 

manipulated, and changed. Therefore, people define and construct their identity 
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according to their own experiences and perceptions
60

. Whether this definition is 

extrapolated to the identity of any generation as a group, it can be said that the identity 

of generations can change depending on their experiences and perceptions. This will 

lead to the assumption that it does not exist a homogenous generational identity and 

therefore, it is not possible to project the identity's generation in the future because most 

likely, it will be different and will change. However, Chang and Wang and Rigger  

proved the existing sense of homogeneity that has lasted among Taiwanese political 

generations as result of the historical events. This "homogeneity" responds to the fact 

that four main political generations can be found, "the political generation of Taiwanese 

that experienced Taiwan's withdrawal of the UN in 1971" or "The political generation 

of Taiwanese that experienced the establishment of DPP in 1986". 

The concept of political generation itself also poses a further  theoretical problem. It can 

be argued that it is difficult to know how long a political generation will last. The 

sociologist Philip Abrams suggested that they can last 10 years or centuries. However, 

when applying Mannheim's logic, one can assume that the end of a political generation 

is given by the emergence of a new one. Therefore, the end of the 4th generation of 

Taiwanese that experienced the peaceful transfer of political power in 2000 might have 

ended with the Sunflower Generation's emergence.  Nevertheless, if we accept 

Mannheim's assumption that historical events are able to generate political generations, 

how can it be known which historical event has the potential to create a political 

generation? Therefore, defining the boundaries of a generation is more a matter of art 

than science. Deciding what qualifies an historical event as a "destabilising event" is 

ultimately subjective. The Great Depression or and the World War II would pass muster 

with almost any analyst. But what about the 9/11? or the Kennedy's assassination? 

Anyone who uses generational analysis to explain political behaviour or attitudes must 

justify the decision to categorise in a particular way
61

.   

 

One limitation of studying Taiwanese political generations in 2015, is that the previous 

generations studied by Rigger that are the foundation of this study  are no longer alive 

to draw comparisons to. However, this thesis will rely upon the data applied by Rigger, 

that of the Taiwan National Security Survey published in 2005. It is also worth 
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mentioning, that the three first political generations are not relevant for the development 

of this thesis, their presence is merely  to provide a sense of historical coherence.  

 

Finally, to understand the long term consequences of political generations and their 

impact on political life, it is important to study its values and attitudes throughout the 

political lifecyle.  This thesis considers  the Sunflower political Generation's political 

values and their  attitudes, and their possible impact on Cross-Strait Relations. 

However, since  it is considering the emergence of a political generation in 2014, the 

data is rather limited. the political generation emerged in 2014, the existing data 

regarding the political generation's political values and attitudes is rather limited. It can 

be argued that the Sunflower political generation has not had time yet to demonstrate its 

full potential. In addition, the Sunflower's political generation has not become yet the 

political elite of Taiwan, it is still far from the institutional political power. Therefore, 

the outcomes of this thesis at limited to being a signal of a starting point rather than an 

ending.   
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3. Chapter 3 - The first three political generations in Taiwan  

The complexity of Taiwanese political generations's political values and attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations is a result of the different political historical events. As 

some Taiwanese scholars have pointed out Chang and Wang and  Rigger , in Taiwan, 

issues such as national identity, partisanship, political attitudes and values can differ 

depending on the political generation studied. The scholars G. Andy Chang and T.Y 

Wang contributed to the understanding of these generational differences by creating a 

generational model based on Mannheim's theory, which took in account the formative 

years as a critical period of time in which political values, identity and attitudes are 

shaped by a destabilising historical event. They theorised that between the 1920's to 

2000, Taiwan had given four main political generations, which emerged as a result of 

four different political historical movements: Japanese colonial rule, Taiwan's 

withdrawal from the UN in 1971, the establishment of DPP in 1986 and the peaceful 

transfer of political power in 2000. Later on, in 2011, Rigger labeled the same political 

generations as: Colonial, Authoritarian, Transitional and Democratic
62

.  

 

The 1st political generation of Taiwanese was influenced by the Japanese colonial rule, 

and was born by 1931. It entered the formative years before 1949. The 2nd political 

generation was affected by the arrival of the KMT to Taiwan. It was born between 1931 

and 1953, and entered the formative years between 1949 and 1971. The 3rd political 

generation emerged as a result of the Taiwan's withdrawal from the UN in 1971. The 

members were born between 1954 and 1968 and entered the formative years between 

1972 and 1986. Finally, the 4th political generation which emerged during the peaceful 

transfer of political power in 2000 was born after 1968 and entered the formative years 

after 1986.
63

 Shelley Rigger (2006) (2011) pointed out that the first three political 

generations generated generational units, as they were made out of both mainlanders 

(waishengren, 外省人) and islanders (benshengren, 本省人) respectively.  

 

                                                 
62

 Shelley Rigger, "Looking Toward the future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics in 

 Taiwan" SAIS review 31, n.2 (2011): 65-77. 
63

 Andy Chang and T.Y Wang, "Taiwanese or Chinese? Independence or Unification? An 

 analysis of Generational differences in Taiwan", Journal of Asian and African studies 40 (2005): 

 34. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

37 

 

3.1 The 1st Political Generation of Taiwanese- from the Japanese rule to the 

KMT's arrival 

According to Chang and Wang and Rigger the individuals of both generation units were 

born by 1931 and entered the formative years before 1949. The first political generation 

of Taiwanese has to be divided into two generational units:  those who were on the 

island prior to the arrival of the KMT and the mainlanders who came with the 

Nationalist forces. The point in common between these two generational units is that 

both groups experienced the retreat of the nationalist government in Taiwan.  The 

context of their experiences however was completely different. The former, were born 

on the island of Taiwan and experienced the Japanese rule from 1895 to 1945. 

Consequently, this generational unit perceived the KMT's forces as "outsiders", while 

the latter were born in mainland China and came to Taiwan after the KMT's defeat in 

the Chinese Civil war in 1949.  

 

3.1.1 1st Political  Generation -  Islanders 

Prior to the arrival of the KMT's forces to Taiwan, the island was part of  Japan's 

colonial empire. Taiwan was ceded to Japan when the Qing Dynasty lost the first Sino-

Japanese war in 1985. This status lasted until the end of the II World War in 1945. 

During these 50 years, the inhabitants of the island were socialised under Japanese rule 

and subsequently,  Japanese culture.  

 

The period of Japanese colonisation was characterised by a rapid economic 

development.  The colonial government promoted social and cultural policies, 

emphasising the assimilation. By the end of the colonial era, 58 percent of the adult 

population was literate in Japanese, and three-fourths of school-aged children attended 

school
64

. Japanese leaders believed that it was necessary to inculcate a Japanese identity 

in their subject peoples. Taiwanese became, in the words of historian Wu Rweiren 

"Japanese that were not Japanese". They received a Japanese education, and they were 

encouraged to dress, eat and live as Japanese.
65

  However, some wealthy families still 

                                                 
64

 Shelley, Rigger, Why Taiwan matters: Small Island, Global powerhouse.( Plymouth: Rowman 

 and Littlefield Publishers,2011) 19. 
65

 Ibid, 21. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

38 

 

educated their children at home according the traditional Confucian education, 

nevertheless, later on, the elite sent their children to universities in Japan 

.  

For Taiwanese, Japanese colonisation brought a mixture of benefits and losses. Japan 

built an extensive transportation infrastructure, including railroad system, roads, power 

plants, dams as well as develop a more efficient agricultural industry.  However, the 

Japanese colonial government had some difficult challenges such as subduing the 

Austronesian people. Traditionally, the Qing's administration ignored the groups of 

people who lived in the most mountainous parts of the island.  Nevertheless, the 

Japanese colonial government was determined to establish its rule across the island. 

This led to several violent disputes between the colonial forces and Austronesian 

people. As a result of the strong control of the Japanese government over aboriginal 

tribes, the latter were resettled to communities located near police stations. In addition, 

they were forced to work for the Japanese industry for meager wages.
66

  

 

The Japanese rule endured almost 50 years, it ended with Japan's surrender in 1945, 

with the end of the II World War. In the Cairo's Conference, Chiang Kai Shek, Winston 

Churchill, and Franklin Roosevelt agreed on restoring the Republic of China. As a 

result, the island of Taiwan became part of the Chinese rule again. 

 

The war brought destruction to the island, the Taiwanese economy was extremely 

damaged, unemployment rates were high and the widespread chaos on the other side of 

the strait did not help the island. Taiwan's KMT governor, Chen Yi (陳儀), promoted 

economic integration between the two sides of the strait, however, that decision led to 

rampant corruption and uncontrolled inflation. Later, in February 28th of 1947, there 

were demonstrations across the island to protest against the KMT's rule. The local 

administration decided to crush the protesters with machine gunfire. That incident 

deepened even more the division between islanders and mainlanders, serving as a 

turning point for Taiwanese nationalism.  
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In 1949, Mao Zedong declared the birth of People's Republic of China, accelerating the 

defeat of Nationalist forces, which finally settled in Taiwan. However, the great deal of 

mainlander refugees that moved to Taiwan, generated new social and economic 

challenges for the KMT government, including fierce competition between Mainlanders 

and islanders for  resources.  

 

The retreat of Nationalist party occurred when the first generation of Taiwanese, was 18 

years old, and going through their formative years. Therefore, the first political 

generation of Taiwanese experienced the Japanese rule and its forms of government and 

later on, the arrival of Mainlanders and KMT's authoritarian rule. All these life 

experiences shaped their perspectives about political issues and in particular their 

identity as a group.  

 

3.1.2 1st Generation of Taiwanese- Mainlanders  

The 1st political generation of mainlanders that moved to Taiwan during the Chinese 

Civil War and the KMT's surrender, was formed by people from different provinces of 

China. It was comprised of peasants, scholars, civil servants and militaries who were 

loyal to the Nationalist government. One of the main differences between them and the 

islanders is that some of the mainlanders never experienced the Japanese rule. 

Therefore, they were educated according to the Confucian tradition and the Chinese 

educational system.  In addition, they experienced a state of chaos as a result of the 

Chinese Civil War.  However, when they moved to Taiwan, they were into their 

formative years.  

 

3.2 The 2nd political Generation of Taiwanese: Taiwan's withdrawal from UN 

This generation of Taiwanese was born between 1931 and 1953, and entered the 

formative years between 1949 and 1971. It also generated two generational units. This 

political generation was characterised by social tensions between both mainlanders and 

islanders and the commotion of Taiwan's withdrawal from the UN in 1971. 
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3.2.1 The 2nd Generation of Taiwanese: Islanders 

This generation lived under KMT's authoritarian regime that ruled with an iron fist. 

Restrictions were imposed on civil and political rights through a Martial Law. The 

KMT state's nation building was characterised by the conflict between its collectivistic 

civic and ethnic nationalism. On the one hand, the state tried to enforce Chinese 

nationalism, but on the other hand, having seen the consequences of the 2-28 uprising it 

yielded some ground to political participation by the local Taiwanese
67

.  In that time, 

the main political goal of the KMT was mobilising the population to restore the 

government of the Republic of China in the mainland.  The 1950s and 1960s, was a 

period of high social mobilisation, rigid conformity to political norms and 

indoctrination. Taiwanese had to be loyal to the new government and subsequently to 

China. They had to assimilate Chinese cultural values and language, leaving behind 

their Japanese past.  

 

KMT's administration improved Taiwanese economy, and subsequently the living 

standards of the population.   

 

One of the characteristics of this political generation of islanders was its polarisation 

into two main generation units. The first generation unit was compounded of young 

islanders who were impressed by the rise in living standards that were a result of the 

KMT's economic policies. Despite some perceived unfair aspects of the government, 

they accepted the rule of the KMT, and consequently, some of them ended up joining 

the KMT's party.  

 

 The members of the other generation unit did not forget the events of the incident of  

28th of February, and they still resented the KMT administration.  In 1950s and 1960s, 

dissidents living in exile in the United States and Japan organised a movement to throw 

off the KMT by declaring Taiwan an independent republic
68

.In 1970s, Taiwanese 

students abroad established the movement called The World United Formosans for 
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Independence (Taiwandulijianguolianmeng, 臺灣獨立建國聯盟)
69

. These individuals 

formed the core of the opposition movement that surfaced in 1970s. One of the 

characteristics of this generation unit is that they believed that the KMT's regime had 

diluted Taiwanese culture and forced them to adopt the culture of the new mainlanders. 

A clear example of this, can be found in the following exert taken from an interview in 

the book Taiwan; National Identity and democratisation. 

 

"Under KMT indoctrination, we not only don't know much about Taiwan...we learn[ed] 

to despise Taiwaneseness, Taiwanese language. They said Taiwan has no language, no 

culture. Taiwanese history started from the day the KMT arrived in Taiwan. Taiwan has 

no purpose in itself. The purpose of Taiwan is to be a stepping stone to go back to 

China. It is a transition. It is like a hotel. So, the only hope for Taiwanese is mainland. 

The ultimate goal is in the mainland. Everything here is so small. Mountains are small, 

rivers are so short. There are volcanoes and earthquakes, "So, how can we stay here?" 

[Mainlanders asked] The KMT brought that kind of philosophy, that kind of view to 

Taiwan and imposed that...view on Taiwanese. So we feel humiliated...downgraded. We 

have no hope because we are too small. We have no culture".
70

 

 

3.2.2 The 2nd Generation of Taiwanese- Mainlanders.  

This political generation was more integrated than the first, however, it still found some 

problems with the islanders due to the language barrier and existing segregation.  

 

This political generation had a close relationship with the state due to the fact that their 

parents moved to Taiwan with the Chinese elite. In that time, the KMT encouraged 

mainlanders to hold onto their faith that they would soon return home. This generation 

of mainlanders stuck together and their political attitudes remained homogenous
71

.  

For them, Taiwan's withdrawal from the UN was a turning point, they experienced how 

the political project that the KMT was developing fell apart. The promise of returning to 
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mainland China was broken and the legitimacy of the government was lost in the 

international community.  A clear example of the 2nd Generation of mainlanders's 

perspective on staying in Taiwan is portrayed in the interview to Kao-Hui-Yu that was 

published in the book entitled Taiwan; National Identity and democratisation.  

 

One second-generation Mainlander spoke of her father's attitude toward Taiwan:  

"He still thought we were going back there [to the mainland], so we didn't buy anything. 

We didn't buy a house, we didn't buy anything. We were poor...but we still could have 

managed to have some real estate, but he didn't do that [buy any]. And that made 

us...relatively poor compared with other Mainlanders, [not to mention] with indigenous 

people because they owned land, they owned houses, they [had] been here many, many 

generations. So my dad was...very disillusioned when he knew that he was going to 

settle down here and organise his family here probably all his life...[He said] "I planned 

not to stay here very long, but now I'm doomed to stay here the rest of my life, even my 

children will probably stay here the rest of their lives"
72

 

3.3 The 3rd political Generation of Taiwanese: The rise of opposition movements 

and the establishment of DPP 

This political generation of Taiwanese was born between 1954 and 1968 and entered the 

formative years between 1972 and 1986. That period of time was characterized by the  

rise of the opposition movements that sought the democratisation of Taiwan. That 

dynamic ended up with the establishment of the first opposition political party in 1986, 

the DPP. 

 

3.3.1 The 3rd political generation of Taiwanese: Islanders 

This political generation was also divided into two generational units: those who were 

already cooperating and working in the state apparatus, and those who were involved in 

opposition movements. 

 

 On December 10, 1970, people around the journal Formosa organised a demonstration 

for human rights, freedom of speech, democracy and a multiparty system and they 
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clashed with the police.
73

 The suppression of this opposition demonstration on Human 

rights in 1970 was called The Kaoshiung Incident. (Gaoxiongshijian, 高雄事件). In 

spite of the temporary setback, the opposition movement continued to challenge the 

KMT and successfully founded the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) (Minzhu 

jinbudang, 民主進步黨) in 1986. Facing mounting pressure, the government announced 

the repeal of the 38-year-old martial law on 15 July 1987, thereby formally restoring the 

frozen political freedoms of speech, assembly and organisation.
74

 

 

This political generation was highly influenced by the establishment of the DPP in 

1986. According to Rigger, it tends to be more flexible and pragmatic.
75

 During the 

1970s and 1980s, Taiwan started to move from an authoritarian regime to a democratic 

regime due to both international and domestic pressures. The 3rd political generation of 

Taiwanese was the generation that grew up and entered its formative years during that 

process.  Due to the fact that their formative years occurred during a period of 

democratic transition, the choices confronting the 3rd political generation were less 

stark than those facing the previous generation
76

. 

 

3.3.2 The 3rd Generation of Taiwanese: Mainlanders 

This generation of mainlanders was born and raised in Taiwan, but their parents's past 

was still a burning issue. The individuals of that generation had to socialise in an 

environment of competing identities. Zuo through Rigger, portrayed the third generation 

of mainlanders in Taiwan.  

 

"Overseas, no one thought we were Chinese; they said we were Taiwanese. In Taiwan, 

no one thought that we were Taiwanese; they said that we were mainlanders. In the 

mainland, no one thought we were part of them, they said we were Taiwan compatriots. 
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We wandered around through all these different statuses and titles in all different 

regions and places, and felt we were at a crossroads. We were like homeless orphans. 

We ourselves didn't know what we were. "
77

 

 

However, in comparison with the first or second generation of Taiwanese that 

experienced different historical events from opposite poles, the differences among 

individuals of the third generation were smaller, due to the fact that they went through 

the  same historical processes. 
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4. Chapter 4 - The 4th political Generation-Strawberry tribe and Democratic 

generation 

According to Rigger and Chang and Wang, the 4th political generation was born after 

1968, and were at least 18 years old during the peaceful transfer of political power in 

2000. This political generation has been labeled with different names such as the 

Strawberry Tribe (caomeizu, 草莓族) or the Democratic generation. They have never 

experienced political repression nor the violence that was perpetrated by the KMT's 

authoritarian regime and witnessed how the DPP, the opposition party, won its first 

elections in 2000.  

 

They grew up in an environment in which there was no lack of material comforts. They 

were coined as the "Strawberry Tribe" (草莓族) because the older generation believed 

that they were like strawberries: beautiful to look at but easily bruised
78

. Moreover, this 

political generation was able to attend to university, so the education level amongst the 

individuals of this generation is higher than their predecessor generations.  

4.1 Domestic politics context 

The political context that the 4th political generation experienced was characterized by 

political change. The year 2000 was a historical year for Taiwan's political 

development, DDP's presidential representative, Chen-Shui Bian (陳水扁) took over the 

presidential office, this being the first time that the opposition party won the presidential 

elections. Regarding domestic politics, Chen's administration was characterized by three 

main factors. First, the DPP promoted the construction of a Taiwanese nation through 

cultural policies and political issues such as the introduction of a national referendum 

and the drafting of a new constitution. These undertakings contrasted strikingly with his 

initial Cross-Strait dialogue and reinforced the assumption that for Chen, promoting 

Taiwanese nationalism and national identity were indispensable, no matter how this 

might impact on Cross-Strait relations. Taiwanese nationalism as advocated during the 

DPP years in government, to be sure, was to be non-exclusive, democratic and 

culturally pluralistic, precisely in order to set it apart from Chinese nationalism of 
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various brands.
79

  Scholars coined that identity construction as the "Taiwanization" of 

the island.  

 

Second, in the economic sphere, Chen's administration, had to face an important 

economic crisis. In 2001, Taiwan was under the worst economic crisis in almost 30 

years. International and local confidence in Taiwan's economy had been deteriorating.  

Taiwan's stock market plunged from nearly 10,000 points at the time when President 

Chen-Shui Bian stepped into office on 20th May 2000 to less than 5000 one year later.  

In early 2001, Taiwan's statistics bureau released the data showing that Taiwan's 

economy only grew 1.06 per cent in the first quarter of 2001, which was the most feeble 

performance in 26 years. Export and domestic investment had fallen sharply and the 

unemployment rate started to touch record low
80

. As a consequence, of the deterioration 

in the Taiwanese economy, there was a massive flow of Taiwanese investment into 

mainland China. 

 

Third, The DPP regime's domestic reputation suffered a tremendous blow in the form of 

a dismal of series of corruption scandals involving some of the president's closest 

associates and members of his family.
81

 

 

4.2 Cross -Strait relations context  

One of the characteristics of Cross-Strait relations during the Chen's administration was 

the lack of trust between PRC 'government towards the DPP's government, which was a 

result of the several pro-Taiwan statements given by Chen. On 20th March 2004, Chen 

Shui-Bian announced in an interview with the Washington Post published on 29th 

March that the "One China" principle should be replaced by "one principle and four 

issues". While peace should be the "one principle" to determine the future of Cross-
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Strait relations, the four issues were: the establishment of a mechanism for negotiation, 

negotiations based on equality and reciprocity, establishment of political relations, and 

prevention of military conflict. However, this programmatic at the beginning of his 

second term was not followed by any major cross-strait policy initiative of the DPP 

government during the following months.
82

 

 

Later, in 2005, the Chen administration had to face another political challenge. KMT 

chairman, Lien Chan and the PFP leader, James Soong, led delegations to the PRC, 

where they had meetings with President Hu Jintao and other high ranking mainland 

officials.
83

 These meetings led to the DPP's administration adopting a more defensive 

posture towards mainland China, and subsequently, the DPP pursued the 

"Taiwanization" of Taiwan. 

   

Despite the Chen administration, in 2006 implementing measures such as the expansion 

of the "three mini links", the institutionalisation of direct special charter flights between 

Taiwan and mainland and the preparations to open the island for Chinese tourism, 

which suggested that the DPP was ready to adjust its China policy
84

, the lack of trust of 

the PRC government  was still existent. 

 

4.3 4th  political generation's Political values and attitudes towards Cross Strait 

relations.  

To understand the 4th generation's political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait 

relations, it is important to keep in mind that the generation not only was a product of 

the peaceful transfer of political power in 2000 but they also experienced the 

"Taiwanization" of Taiwan. This section examines political values such as self-identity, 

independence vs unification, partisanship, democracy, political engagement, political 

socialisation and opinion on China. The first three values and the last one can measure 

the level of Taiwanese nationalism. While democracy, political engagement and 

political socialisation explain their political attitudes. 
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4.3.1 Self-Identity 

From 2000 to 2008, the 4th political generation self identity was characterised by its 

duality. With reference to table II, in 2004, 34.7 % of people between 20 and 35 years 

old, perceived themselves as Taiwanese, 57.7 % , as both Taiwanese and Chinese and 

5.1% as Chinese.  See Table II. 

Table II: Distribution of Self- identity among Three Generations 

 

Source: Yu- Han Chu, "Taiwans's National Identity Politics and the prospects of Cross-Strait 

relationsm" Asian Survey 44, no.4 (2004): 484-512  

 

In 2008, (table III), 47.11% defined themselves as Taiwanese, 48.38% as both 

Taiwanese and Chinese and 4.5% as Chinese.  Despite the percentage of people who 

perceived themselves as Taiwanese increasing during 2000 and 2008, the percentage of 

people who perceived themselves as both Chinese and Taiwanese remained more or less 

stable. 

 

Table III: Self-identification by generation in 2008 
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Source:  Shelley Rigger, "Looking Toward the future in the Taiwan Strait: Generational politics 

in  Taiwan" SAIS review 31, n.2 (2011): 65-77. 

 

4.3.2 Independence versus Unification  

Regarding the 4th political generation's position on independence or unification issue, in 

2005, (see the table IV). The 4th political generation are slightly more likely than the 

others to hope for independence, however they are less enthusiastic about pursuing it in 

the near future, and they are also more willing than previous generations to consider 

unification as an option
85

. This is due to the fact that an increasing number of younger 

generation islanders are taking a "wait and see" attitude on the issue of the 

independence versus unification
86

. 

 

Table IV: Generation and independence/unification 

 

Source: Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006),1-77. 

 

4.3.3 Partisanship 

As you can see in 2005 (Table V).  The fourth political generation of Taiwanese are 

clearly split in their support for the DPP (25.3) or KMT (23.6), other evidence suggests 

that their motivation for choosing a party has little to do with ideology or identity. They 
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also have a low opinion of political parties in general
87

. The lack of a clear support to 

any of the existing parties is resultant of the fact that young people have not pledged 

their loyalty to a particular political figure, young people are always looking for a new 

political idol
88

.  

 

Table V: Generation and Party identification 

 

Source: Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006),1-77. 

 

4.3.4 Democracy  

One characteristic of this 4th political generation is that they grew up under democratic 

values and as a consequence take democracy for granted. In one of the focus groups 

conducted by Rigger in 2006, one of the members pointed out the importance of 

democracy for the members of this generation by saying: "I believe democracy has 

already taken root among us. We’ve already voted so many times; we think we’ll 

always have the right to vote. Also, you don’t have to go vote every day to prove that 

you have democracy; democracy is already in your heart. Democracy and economics 

are like air and water, respectively. Of course you’ll choose water, because you’re too 

used to having air – you don’t even notice its existence".
89
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When it comes to understanding what democracy is, the East Asia Barometer Survey 

(2006 - Table VI) ,which questioned 17 to 24 year olds, highlighted the most prominent 

characteristics of democracy to be; freedom of speech/press/expression, responsive 

government (listening to people, respecting public opinion), governing in the interests 

of general welfare, vote and  people as their own master.  

 

Table VI: What does democracy mean? 

 People as 

their own 

master 

Governing in 

the interest 

of general 

welfare 

Freedom of 

speech/ 

press/ 

expression 

Vote Responsive 

government 

17-24 4.1% 5.7% 20.1% 4.5% 11.% 

Source: East Asian Barometer 2006  

 

Regarding the level of democracy in Taiwan, according to the table VII, 61.2% of the 

respondents between 17-24 believed that Taiwan was a democracy with minor 

problems, 32.5% a democracy with major problems, and only  1.6% that Taiwan is not a 

democracy. 

Table VII: Level of democracy in Taiwan 

 A full 

democracy  

A democracy, 

but with minor 

problems 

A democracy 

with major 

problems 

Not a 

democracy  

17-25 4.7% 61.2% 32.5% 1.6% 

Source: East Asian Barometer 2006 

 

 

4.3.5 Political engagement 

The historic context of social tranquility and welfare has had an impact on the 

perceptions of this political generation on politics. There is a widespread laxity with 

regards to politics among individuals of this generation. They do not have the same 

aspirations that the older generation had and subsequently their participation in political 
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affairs is rather inexistent. A clear example of this, it is portrayed by the former DPP 

Youth affairs chairman Jou Yi-Cheng:  

 

"When it comes to politics, the new generation has adopted "relativism". They have 

attitudes, but not positions. In the past students participated in politics based on fairness, 

justice and democratic governance, but these sorts of demands were gradually realised, 

so the new generation's participation in politics is determined more by individual 

preferences. It's simply a matter of likes or dislikes, it's hard to see any particular 

reasons... This generation of young people is also quite pragmatic. In the past, politics, 

was a matter of virtue, but now it's a matter of interests. For example, regarding the 

Taiwan's future , the new generation seems not to consider mission or ideals, but only 

practical interests."
90

 

 

Despite their democratic values, the 4th generation of Taiwanese has two main attitudes 

towards politics, dissatisfaction, and a lack of engagement.  

 

In 2006, Shelley Rigger conducted focus groups and asked the members about their 

perceptions of politics, she found that the existing dissatisfaction and frustration  

towards politics was due to two main reasons, participants believed that politicians are 

ignoring important problems while they argue over issues that are fundamentally 

irrelevant or too intractable to be worth discussing. Also, they repeatedly asserted that 

the social and political conflicts that divide Taiwan’s society were manufactured by 

politicians for political gain.
91

  

 

On the other hand, regarding their lack of political engagement, according to the focus 

groups conducted by Shelley Rigger, the 4th generation tended to be more indifferent 

(lengmo, 冷漠) towards politics. In their view, politics is distant and irrelevant. Political 

activist have observe an existing lack of political participation among the members of 

the 4th generation. For them politics seems to have become something fun. This is 
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different from the idealistic, aspirational, emotional political participation in the past. 

Because the new generation is not under any pressure, politics can become a kind of 

consumption, a kind of entertainment with politicians a raw material
92

.   Regarding the 

voting behaviour of the 4th political generation, according to  research conducted by 

Academia Sinica on the voting behaviour of Taiwanese during the presidential 

elections, in the presidential elections of 2000, only 15.2% of those who were 20-29 

years old voted, in 2004 only 16.3% voted
93

.  In addition, according to the surveys 

conducted by the East Asia Barometer in 2006, see table VIII, 98.3% of people between 

17- 24 years old had never attended a demonstration or protest.  According to the East 

Asian Barometer, 2006, see table IX  68% of the people between 17 and 24 said that 

they weren't interested in politics, only  28.9% said to be somewhat interested and  very 

interested.  

 

Table VIII: Attended to a protest 

 Once More than Once Never 

17-24 ------ 1.7% 98.3% 

Source: East Asian Barometer 2006 

 

 

Table IX: Interest in politics 

 Not at all 

interested 

Not very 

interested 

Somewhat 

interested  

Very interested 

17-24 30% 38% 28.9% 3% 

Source: East Asian Barometer 2006 

 

 

                                                 
92

 Shelley Rigger, "Strawberry Jam National Identity, Cross Strait Relations and Taiwan's youth" 

 In Is there a Greater China Identity?, ed. I Yuan, 115-136, (Taipei: Institute of International 

 Relations, 2007),, 118. 

 
93

 Linyuhong, zhidao jiaoshou: kong xiangming boshi. 2015. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

54 

 

In addition, according to one of the focus groups conducted by Rigger, this political 

generation believe that those young people who were involved in politics to be odd. 

Young people who have strong political opinions are considered a bit strange.
94

 

 

4.3.6 Political socialisation 

The 4th political generation's political socialisation has two contributing factors.  The 

transfer of political power in 2000, and the role of state institutions such as high schools 

and universities, when promoting civic and democratic values. The political 

socialisation of this particular generation is a response of a generational change, which 

is intrinsic to the triumph of the DPP in 2000. 

  

According to Rigger and Chang and Wang, the transfer of power in 2000 was the 

catalyst for the emergence of the 4th political generation. The set of educational policies 

that accompanied that process also reinforced their political values. Development of 

citizenship education in Taiwan follows changes in identity politics. The notions of 

citizenship and civic/citizenship education in Taiwan, as well as the pace and direction 

of Taiwan’s civic education reform, have evolved over time in correspondence with 

several milestone changes in society, politics, and education.
95

  

 

4.3.7 Opinions on China 

Another generational difference between the 4th political generation and the older 

generations is their views on China. According to 2005's Taiwan National Security 

Survey, the 4th political generation views the PRC in more favourable terms than the 

elders.
96

 According to the focus groups conducted by Shelley Rigger, many participants 

said they did not have strong feelings about mainland China, either negative or positive. 

But when asked whether they would consider working or studying in mainland China, 
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most said yes.
97

 The members of this generation perceive China as a land of 

opportunities as well as a possible threat. In one of the focus groups organised by 

Rigger, a participant pointed out that “It’s an opportunity full of threat, and it’s a threat 

full of opportunities.”
98

. The table X, shows how  30 % rates with 5 the mainland China 

government and 20% with 8. 

 

 

Table X: How Much do you like the mainland China Government? 

 

Source: Shelley Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006): 1-77 

 

4.3. 8 Taiwanese nationalism 

According to Rigger, the opinions of young Taiwanese suggest the attitudes believed to 

comprise "Taiwanese nationalism", such as pro-independence positions, pro-Taiwan 

and dislike of China, are not increasing among the young
99

. The nationalist complex is 

relatively weak, while they are opposed to unification, they also keep an agnostic view 

towards China. They recognise, although they do not understand, the political hostility 

emanating from many PRC citizens and officials. They also believe that China is a land 
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of economic opportunities and they are not afraid to grasp them. They see no reason for 

conflict between the two sides.
100

  Another characteristic of this political generation is 

their pragmatism towards their attitudes towards the "Taiwanese nationalism". As 

Rigger mentioned, as the fourth generation take positions of leadership in Taiwan, we 

can expect the island's politicians to behave less like nationalist and more like pragmatic 

politicians.  
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5.  Chapter 5 - Wild Strawberry Movement (野草莓運動) 

 The Wild Strawberry movement's (yecaomeiyundong, 野草莓運動) emergence in 2008 

posed theoretical challenges to the understanding of the 4th political generation. Until 

then, the young people had not been politically engaged, politics was seen with 

indifference and perceived as being far away. However, that student movement awoke 

political values or attitudes that seemed to have fallen into oblivion. Shelley Rigger 

pointed out that the protests reopened a debate about where Taiwan's young generation 

stands on political issues
101

. How can this movement be understood? Can it be framed 

into the 4th political generation? Answering these questions is important in order to 

later explain  the Sunflower's political generation. 

 

 5.1 Wild Strawberry Movement's history 

The Wild Strawberry Movement emerged in November 2008. Chen Yunlin, the 

chairman of the PRC Association for Relations across Taiwan (ARATS) visited Taiwan 

with the aim of attending the second round of Chen-Chiang talks with SEF members led 

by Chiang Pin-kung. These talks led to the signing of four agreements on cross-Strait 

air transportation, sea transportation, postal services and food safety, thus opening the 

door for "three links" across the Strait. During his visit, Chen also met with Taiwan's 

important leaders Ma Ying-Jeou, Wu Poh-hsiung and Lai Shin Yuan. After returning to 

Beijing on 7 November 2008, Chen said that his Taiwan trip was a new milestone for 

institutionalised negotiations between the ARATS and SEF
102

. 

 

During his visit, in an attempt not to upset their Chinese guest, the Taiwanese police 

forcibly confiscated Republic of China flags from protestors and even closed down a 

record store playing patriotic Taiwanese music near Chen’s hotel. As a consequence, 

the student-led social movement known as the Wild Strawberry Student Movement 

emerged. Its main demand was a reform of the parade and assembly law provisions 

                                                 
101
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102
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(jihuiyouxinfa, 集 會 遊 行 法 ), which mandate police permission for any 

demonstration
103

.    

 

The student movement was also supported by Taiwanese scholars, who believed that 

during the visit, there were seen numerous instances of police overreaction and 

suppression, which had caused injury to citizens exercising their right to free speech
104

. 

According to the students and scholars, those actions were considered as a violation of 

basic human rights. In an editorial article published in the Taipei Times in 2008, written 

by the Taiwanese scholar Yang Tsui, the author pointed out that the student movement 

pursued universal values such as justice and freedom
105

. On the other hand, in an action 

statement published on Wild Strawberry Movement's website, it was stated that it was a 

movement of civil disobedience initiated by students and with students as its core. It 

also highlighted that the Assembly and Parade Law (jihuiyouxinfa, 集會遊行法) was 

unconstitutional and an abuse of a lawful governmental authority, subsequently these 

governmental actions were illegitimate. And, the people had a right to refuse to obey 

illegitimate governmental actions
106

.  

 

 The idea of civil disobedience was one of the vectors of the student movement as well 

as it was one of the central ideas of the Sunflower Movement in 2014.  Another 

characteristic of the Wild Strawberry Movement was its high level of nationalism. This 

idea is also crucial because, until that moment, prior to the emergence of the student 

movement, political scientists such as Shelley Rigger suggested that so-called 

"Taiwanese nationalism" was not a feature of the 4th political generation. It is worth 

mentioning, that the nationalist sentiment among the young re-emerged after President 

Ma changed the course of Cross-Strait Relations, and moved towards a closer stance 

regarding Cross-Strait Relations.  
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5.2 Wild Strawberry Movement: new generational political trends?  

As noted previously, one of the theoretical challenges that the Wild Strawberry 

Movement posed was how it has to be understood regarding its location within the 

existing political generations. Can it be located within the 4th political generation 

framework? or on the contrary  is it the emergence of a new political generation? 

 

Regarding its location, the Taiwanese scholar Yang Tsui (楊翠) pointed out in an article 

entitled "‘Wild Strawberries’ are the future" published in the Taipei Times 14th 

December 2012, that the Wild Strawberry Movement was indeed the beginning of a 

new generation. As he stated, the "Wild Strawberry Movement" led to the birth of the 

"Wild Strawberry generation". After the young strawberries returned to campus from 

the streets, they established dissident organisations, prepared publications and built a 

network across schools. They even reached the relatively quiet National Dong Hwa 

University in Hualien County, where they were organising study groups, holding 

activities inside and outside school, and learning from others to enrich themselves. They 

walked into rural villages, factories and urban renewal project sites, and participated in 

farmers’, workers’, gay and student movements
107

. This idea clearly clashes with the 

preconceptions of the 4th political generation.  

 

Another aspect that proved the novel nature of the student movement was its name. 

Until then, that political generation had been labeled as Strawberry tribe by the media 

and old generations. The logic behind the Strawberry Tribe discourse holds that 

Taiwanese born after 1970, and especially those born in the 1980s, have known only 

wealth and comfort. Their indulgent parents – seeking to spare them the privations of 

their own childhoods – showered them with material things and shielded them from 

hard work. The result is a generation of youths who are not only immature and 

materialistic, but also take Taiwan’s freedom and prosperity for granted. The name is a 
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metaphor and compares this generation with the strawberries because they are soft, and 

this generation has been softened and spoiled by the good life.
108

  

 

 The fact that the Wild Strawberry Movement emphasised  its name by labelling the 

movement "Wild Strawberry", suggests the rejection of all this preconceived values that 

linked the lack of political activism and materialism to the young generation. Such 

criticism sometimes came from former participants in the “Wild Lily” student 

movement of 1990 and the “Dangwai (黨外)” movements of the 1980s whose actions 

had been instrumental in Taiwan’s transition from one-party rule to democracy.
109

 

Indeed, that name was an attempt to challenge all these ideas, a declaration of 

principles. Young people were determined to achieve their political ambitions and 

goals.  As Shelley Rigger, pointed out in an interview in 2014, the name of the Wild 

Strawberry was a really clever name: they were referencing the popular stereotype of 

Taiwanese youth the "Strawberry Tribe" - nice to look at, but soft and quick to rot. The 

change of the student movement's name reflected a generational change, a willingness 

of changing the old ideas and values by new ones.  

 

Another generational aspect of the student movement was  the political values and 

attitudes of its members. The student movement was characterised by a set of political 

values such as justice, democracy, human rights, political engagement, and pro-Taiwan. 

The protesters were displaying Taiwanese and Tibetan flags and anti-china slogans
110

.  

It is not a coincidence that Taiwanese identity began to increase in 2008.  According to 

the large-scale political trends studied by the Electoral Study Centre. Until 2008, the 

self-identity of Taiwanese was characterised by its duality. Half of the Taiwanese 

perceived themselves as both Taiwanese and Chinese. However, that political trend 

began to change. In 2008, the number of Taiwanese who perceived themselves as only 

Taiwanese started to increase. According to the data published in 2014 by the Electoral 
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Study Centre, in 2008, 48.4% of Taiwanese perceived themselves only as Taiwanese. In 

2014, 60.6% of Taiwanese perceived themselves only as Taiwanese. In 7 years, the 

percentage increased 12.2%. This dynamic is interesting due to the fact that, from 2001 

to 2008, the percentage remained stable, it only increased 2.1%.  Conversely, the 

number of people who perceived themselves as both Taiwanese and Chinese began to 

decrease. From 2008 to 2014, the percentage decreased from 43.1% to 32.5%. 

Therefore, it seems that 2008 was a turning point for Taiwan. 

 

When looking at this data, it is difficult to evaluate the specific reasons for  these trends. 

However, there are three key plausible explanations: (1) The "Taiwanization" that was 

promoted by the DPP during the 2000 and 2008 began to develop among society and in 

particular among young people. (2) As an action of opposition to the mainland policies 

promoted by President Ma since 2008, society developed a higher Taiwanese self- 

identity.  (3) It is possible that despite the limited impact of the Wild Strawberry 

Movement, still, some individuals embraced their pro-Taiwan values.  

 

5.3 Wild Strawberry Movement: Transitional historical event or destabilising 

event?  

In order to evaluate the impact of the student movement and whether or not it can be 

considered as the beginning of a new political generation, it is important to determine if 

the Wild Strawberry Movement was a historical destabilising event. Despite Yang Tsui 

(楊翠) in his editorial articled published in the Taipei Times revealed a certain degree 

of optimism regarding the future of the "Wild Strawberry Generation". The Wild 

Strawberry Movement's success was rather limited and subsequently, that constrained 

the impact of the student movement on society. There were some elements that 

reinforced this idea.  

 

First, their demands were primarily focused on the political sphere and not on the social 

sphere. In particular, they focused on the law regarding the Assembly and Parade Law (

集會遊行法). The movement suggested four main amends:  (1) Change the permit 

system to a notification system. The government has no right to examine the peoples’ 

motivations beforehand, and declare unfavourable demonstrations to be illegal before 

they even take place; (2) Reexamine the current provisions for restricted areas. 
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Demonstrations and marches allow unarmed citizens without any other 

means to make their grievances known and petition for redress. The current 

restricted areas do not allow the people to challenge governmental 

agencies; (3) Clarify permissible actions by the police in enforcing the law. 

Do not grant a blank check for the police to exercise whatever methods they 

see fit; (4) Make the new law an administrative law, rather then penal law. 

Compared to other laws, the current Assembly and Parade Law calls for 

heavier punishment for the same illegal actions, violating the principle of 

proportionality.
111

 

 

The Wild Strawberry Movement did not succeed in achieving their main goal. 

Consequently, the protest closed because of the organisation. One of the reasons why 

the student movement did not succeed was because of its lack of efficiency during the 

decision-making process. The student movement was deeply rooted to the internet and 

subsequently the decision-making process and organisation occurred within cyber-

space. However, instead of benefiting the movement, it was rather a limitation since the 

leaders were overwhelmed by the lack of organisation,
112

 which led to distrust and 

internal discord among participants. Although the “Wild Strawberry Movement” did not 

achieve their proposal, it was a milestone for using the internet for social movements in 

Taiwan.
113

  

 

Secondly, it can be argued that, despite some political values such as self-identity and 

political dynamics, social activism began to change in 2008, and increased during the 

following years, yet, the Wild Strawberry Movement did not have the same impact on 

society as it would have the Sunflower Movement in 2014. It did not succeed in 

penetrating into society. When the student movement was over, the students went back 

to the school and universities and formed new groups, magazines, discussion groups or 

joined the DPP. However, that activism remained in the realm of the schools, 
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universities and some social associations. In addition, after the end of the protests, the 

students had the impression that they had lost against the establishment because they 

did not achieve any significant change in the political sphere. A clear example is that 

Ma administration kept deepening the relations with mainland China during the 

following years.  

 

It is clear that the political values of the students who were involved in the protests were 

different from those majority belonging to the 4th political generation. Political values 

and attitudes such as political engagement and self-identity became more relevant for 

some sectors of the youth in Taiwan during 2008 and 2014. Nonetheless, the impact of 

the student movement was rather limited. Therefore, it can be stated that the Wild 

Strawberry Movement, despite its potential, it cannot be considered as a destabilising 

historical event. However, some elements suggested that the Wild Strawberry 

Movement was a transitional event in which the generational factor played an important 

role. Indeed, its transitional nature dwells in the fact that as it will be explained later, 

after 2008, Taiwan experienced the re-emergence of new social and political 

movements and that student movement was one of them. On the other hand, the Wild 

Strawberry Movement cannot not considered as a destabilising historical event or a 

"critical situation" but as a transitional period of "inter-generational struggle". The 

student movement was located in the period in which the paradigm could not overcome 

the old paradigm, a clear example is that they did not change the political situation in 

Taiwan.  The "old paradigm" still prevailed. 

 

Regarding the location of Wild Strawberry Movement's members within the political 

generations model, there are two possible options.  Either, they can be located into the 

4th political generation as a generational unit (they did not share the same political 

values of the majority) or they can be perceived as an "avant-garde" that planted the 

roots for the emergence of Sunflower Movement in 2014. See Table XI. 
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Table XI: Generational Unit: Wild Strawberry 

 

Source: Author 
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6. Chapter 6: The Sunflower Movement   

6.1 Sunflower Movement's history  

2014 was an important year for the political development of Taiwan. On March 18th, 

students broke into the Legislative Yuan (Parliament) and occupied the chamber for 23 

days. They also occupied the Executive Yuan (cabinet) on March 23, however,  

following that were evicted. Both occupation and protests were triggered by the hasty 

passage by the Home Affairs Committee of the Legislative Yuan to pass a bill on the 

Cross Strait Services Trade Agreement (CSSTA, Haixia liangan fuwumaoyi xiehui 海

峽兩岸服務貿易協議) with China, designed to open up the service sector across the 

Taiwan Strait.
114

 They argued that the pact was negotiated in secret and will allow 

China to gain greater political control over the island.
115

  

 

The student movement was coined as the Sunflower Movement (Taiyanghua xueyun 太

陽花學運) by the media because in the first week of the Legislative Yuan's occupation, 

a supporter brought bunches of sunflowers to the Legislative Yuan building to 

symbolise the need to let sunlight into the black box of KMT negotiations between 

Taiwan and mainland China. The colour yellow and the sunflower were promptly 

incorporated into the design of the protest movement, which became known as the 

Sunflower Student Movement (Taiyanghua xueyun 太陽花學運). Rather than use the 

Chinese name for the sunflower (xiangrikui 向日葵), the activists coined the term 

taiyanghua 太陽花  (a literal translation of the English word ‘sunflower’)
116

. The 

students promoted the protests on social media. They turned to social media to garner 

public support. In a single three-hour period, a crowd-funding website collected 

NT$6.74 million to pay for advertising, including a full-page spot in the New York 

Times international edition entitled “Democracy at 4 am,” showing the students being 

hosted by water cannons at the Executive Yuan.
117
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The students demanded  government transparency in the review of the trade bill 

between Taiwan and China. “Oppose the Trade Pact, Save Taiwan” and “Protect our 

Democracy, Retract the Trade Pact” were the key slogans on display throughout the 

protest. The agreement was called by its critics a "Black Box" (heixiang 黑箱) to 

symbolise the lack of transparency by which President Ma and his KMT party were 

pushing the Cross Strait Services Trade Agreement (CSSTA, Haixia liangan fuwumaoyi 

xiehui 海峽兩岸服務貿易協議)
118

. The CSSTA was negotiated and signed behind 

closed doors in Shanghai on July 21, 2013, by representatives from Taiwan’s quasi-state 

agency, the Straits Exchange Foundation, and its Chinese counterpart, the Association 

for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait. The CSSTA would open eighty sectors of 

China’s economy to Taiwanese investment, and sixty-four sectors of Taiwan’s economy 

to Chinese investment, including hotels, tourism, printing, and medical services
119

. 

 

During the occupation, both occupiers and the Ma administration refused to budge, 

Chen Wei-ting (陳為廷) and Lin Fei-fan (林飛帆) announced a major rally for Sunday, 

March 30. It turned out to be the largest nonpartisan, pro-democracy rally in Taiwan’s 

history. According to the organisers’ count, corroborated by The Diplomat and The Wall 

Street Journal, at least 350,000 protesters ended up swelling the streets in front of the 

Presidential Office with songs, speeches, and a call for the nation’s elected leadership to 

listen to demands of the students.
120

 

 

Following the March 30th rally organised by the Sunflower Movement, the Legislative 

Speaker Wang Jin-pyng (王金平), a KMT member, visited the legislature and promised 

to not call for future bipartisan review of the CSSTA until the oversight mechanism had 

been implemented. Wang’s announcement caught the Ma administration off-guard and 

the KMT accused the speaker of “betraying” the party.  
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However, the Sunflower Movement regarded Wang’s declaration as an act of goodwill 

and soon afterwards announced that it would vacate the legislature on April 10th .
121

 

 

The emergence of the Sunflower Movement in 2014 was due to three main factors. 

Firstly the context of current Cross-Strait relations, the movement was also spurred by 

deep-rooted distrust of China by Taiwanese who feared the accord would increase 

Taiwan’s dependence on China, and will hurt the island’s economy and national 

security. Secondly, the domestic context, many young students  worried about their own 

future: the widening disparity between rich and poor, low starting salaries for the young, 

skyrocketing housing costs, and so on
122

. Thirdly, the social activism prior to the 

Sunflower Movement. Each of these factors are crucial in understanding the 

Sunflower's Movement's emergence.  

6.2 Domestic context 

Regarding the economic domestic forces, the Sunflower's political generation believes 

that they will be worse off than the generation of their parents. Resultant of high 

housing prices and low salaries. In addition, the young generation that was involved in 

the protests has been dubbed by some media as the "22k generation", named for the 

meager monthly salary of 22,000 Taiwan dollars, or $730, that university graduates can 

expect to make. Those two rather unflattering labels summed up the reality many young 

Taiwanese faced. Generally speaking, their parents had furnished them with a solid 

education and material comfort in an age of relative abundance, but Taiwanese youth 

are entering the workforce at a crossroads for the island’s economy and at a time 

of economic hardship for young people around the globe, and their anxiety is starting to 

show.
123

 On the other hand, the young generation of Taiwanese has also been affected 

by capitalist globalisation. It has thrown young people in industrialised economies 

around the world into a new and unpredictable economic arena. In Taiwan, however, 
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globalisation is perceived in bilateral terms. The anxiety among young Taiwanese is 

directed almost entirely towards the PRC.
124

   

 

Another important aspect that fuelled the Sunflower Movement was the perception 

among the students that Taiwanese democracy was worsening. The British scholar 

Dafydd Fell, suggested that democracy in Taiwan suffered a reversal after Ma's election 

in 2008. The sense of renewed optimism over the state of Taiwan’s democracy that 

followed the KMT’s return to power in 2008 was short lived. Public satisfaction with 

the performance of President Ma fell even more rapidly than that of Chen (TVBS Poll 

Centre 2010). It  tended to hover between 20 and 30 per cent, reaching an all-time low 

of 16 per cent in August 2009. These are the kind of levels of public approval that Chen 

had for much of his second term. It is not surprising that the DPP has accused the KMT 

of reverting to authoritarian governing practices. Such claims are more than just sour 

grapes – Freedom House’s 2010 Freedom in the World report downgraded Taiwan’s 

civil liberties ranking from 1 to 2. In addition, also reflective of this perception of 

democratic backsliding was US Senator Sherrod Brown’s talk of Taiwan’s democracy 

being “in peril”. The idea of Taiwan moving away from liberal democracy has been 

reinforced by a string of remarks made by KMT leaders that praised Singapore’s 

political system as something that Taiwan can learn from
125

. 

 

6.3 Cross-Strait relations 

Regarding Cross-Strait relations, the young generation of Taiwan has witnessed how 

Ma's administration has attempted to forge new economic ties with mainland China. 

The new Ma administration has had the greatest impact on Taiwan’s  external relations. 

The term “external relations” refers to both Taiwan’s international relations and its 

cross-Strait relations
126

.  The economic normalisation between Taiwan and mainland 

China has been one of the most important aspects of Ma administration. President Ma 

laid out an incremental strategy, "first the urgent, then the less urgent; first the easy; 

then the difficult; first Economics, then Politics" (xianji houhuan, xianyi hounan, 

                                                 
124
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 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006): 54. 
125
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‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

69 

 

xianjing houzheng). In 2010, Taiwan and China signed a historic Economic 

Cooperation Framework (ECFA) with additional agreements on trade in service, trade 

in goods, investment protection and dispute settlement to be negotiating the exchange of 

representative offices (SEF's and ARATS's offices on each other's jurisdiction). In 

addition, Ma stated that economic engagement with China is the best way to help 

Taiwan to maximise its economic opportunities and its security threat. His 

administration also argued that passage of Cross-Strait services trade agreement 

(CSSTA) and other follow up economic agreements were important to opening the door 

for regional economic integration such as entry into TPP and Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership, or RCEP.
127

 

 

However, the closer relations developed by President Ma have been criticised by some 

sectors of the Taiwanese society and international scholars. On one hand, a number of 

the KMT’s critics have claimed that closer relations with China are undermining 

Taiwan’s democracy. For instance, US scholar Richard Kagan wrote: How can a 

democratic country be so blind as to seek close relations with a government that is one 

of the most authoritarian societies in the world? Who will benefit? Which is the likelier 

scenario—that China will force Taiwan to become less free, or that Taiwan will help 

China become more democratic?
128

. On the other hand, the CSSTA has also undergone 

criticisms. The most potent criticism of the CSSTA is not that its proponents neglected 

to use the democratic process in its signing but the fact that the agreement may well 

have serious negative impacts on certain members and sectors of Taiwanese society. 

Given that the explicitly stated purpose of the agreement is to open the gates to cross-

strait investment, opponents envision a flood of Chinese businesses entering the 

Taiwanese market and competing with Taiwanese local businesses. The fear of an 

economically powerful neighbour is a rational one. Latin American countries, for 

example, have long had to cope with the challenges of living under the shadow of U.S. 

                                                 
127
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economic and political influence. Though the analogy may seem far-fetched, the 

ongoing impasse in cross-strait relations is not altogether different.
129

  

 

6.4 Previous social movements as a political learning 

The Sunflower Movement cannot be explained without the previous social movements 

that attempted to change the political landscape of Taiwan after Ma's first election in 

2008. It can be argued that the Sunflower Movement emerged due to a combination of 

two main factors.  Some students were already politically socialised as a result of being 

engaged in previous social or political movement. In this regard, the experience that 

some students gained during the Anti-Media Monopoly Movement 

(fanmetilongduanyundong, 反媒體壟斷運動 ) was vital. That social movement 

campaigned around the issues of media freedom and democracy. The protests were 

sometimes explicitly, and often implicitly, directed at the Want China Times Media 

Group (旺旺中時媒體集團). But they also embraced a range of issues related more 

broadly to freedom, democracy, nationalism, party politics and the role of the state. As 

is often the case in media debates, the protests evoked an idealised public sphere, one 

supposedly enabled by a media free from corporate and political influence. Specific to 

Taiwan are concerns about the influence of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) over 

Taiwan’s political life via corporate and state interests that are increasingly finding 

expression through the mass media
130

.   The protests were organised under the banner of 

the Anti-Media Monster Youth Alliance (fanmeitijushouqingnianlianmeng, 反媒體巨

獸青年聯盟). It is worth mentioning that one of the key organisers of the protests was 

Lin Fei-fan (林飛帆), one of the leaders of the Sunflower Movement.  The other leader 

of the Sunflower Movement, Chen Wei-ting (陳為廷 ), also participated in the 

movement. He attacked the Minister of Education at a forum held by the Legislative 

Yuan. Furthermore, The Black Island Nation Youth Front (黑色島國青年陣線) also 

played a fundamental role in the emergence of the Sunflower Movement.  It was a 
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student group comprised of students of different Taiwanese universities such as 

National Taiwan University, National Chengchi University, National Taiwan Normal 

University, Tsing Hua University.  

6.5 Sunflower Movement demands 

At the very beginning, the main demand of the Sunflower Movement was greater 

political transparency, however it rapidly grew into a broader space in which different 

political and social demands converged. The discursive axes of the Sunflower 

Movement was comprised of four different elements: Democratic reform, which was 

one of the central demands of the movement, the anti-China factor or Taiwanese 

nationalism, anti-free trade agreement from a leftist perspective and the inter cohort-

justice in which the youth were the political subject.
131

  

Regarding the democratic reforms, the Student movement was focused on four main 

reforms. (1) The legislation of an oversight mechanism for Cross-Strait agreement: 

(xianlifa zaishencha, 先立法、再審查). (2) Legislation (of the oversight act) before 

review of the Cross-Strait Services Trade Agreement (lianganxieyijiandutiaoli, 兩岸協

議監督條例). (3) Call for Citizens Constitutional Assembly (Jubangongminxianzheng 

huiyi, 舉辦公民憲政會議) (4) Send back the CSSTA. In this regard, the Sunflower 

Movement was successful. The March 25 resolution of the Joint Committee of the 

Legislative Yuan decided that the Executive Yuan had to send back and renegotiate the 

CSSTA (退回服貿)
132

. Furthermore, the Sunflower Movement criticised the traditional 

representative democracy, which was thought to be rooted in a deep elitism and 

professionalisation of politics. Thus, one of the demands of the student movement was 

more public participation.  

 

Regarding the Anti-China factor or Taiwanese nationalism, some protestors believed 

that it was necessary to ensure the future of Taiwan as a democracy and nation, 

particularly given the potential effects of increased Cross-Strait interaction on the 
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integrity of Taiwanese identity
133

. Therefore, identity played an important role during 

the protests.  One of the slogans used by the demonstrators was "We are Taiwanese! We 

are Taiwanese!". The student movement was spurred by deep-rooted distrust of China 

by Taiwanese who feared the accord would increase Taiwan’s dependence on China, 

thereby hurting the island’s economy and national security
134

. Some critiques of the 

CSSTA, believed that an excessive economic reliance on China will give Beijing more 

leverage in pushing Taiwan towards unification. In addition, they also fear that the 

penetration of Chinese capital as a consequence of the agreement, can compromise the 

liberty of the Taiwanese. In particular, the Sunflower Movement, distrusted Chinese 

media companies such as China Time Media Corp.  

 

Regarding the critics of the trade agreement, the student movement tackled that question 

from a leftist position, conceiving the CSSTA as a consequence of the capitalist 

globalisation and the neoliberal policies promoted by the KMT. To understand this 

critique, it is important to go back to 2008 and analyse KMT's economic policies since 

then. It was not until the 2008 global financial crisis that the KMT put forward 

economic questions as campaign issues. The hobbled economy fostered a widening of 

the wealth gap. The 1990 witnessed the gap widen gradually. The Gini coefficient 

reached 0.35 and the Oshima Index 6.39 in 2001, indicating that Taiwan’s growth-with-

equity model began to change. The disparity in income distribution in Taiwan surged 

after 2007 and peaked in 2009, when the Gini coefficient reached 0.345 and the Oshima 

Index reached 6.34. Although the wealth gap after 2008 was less severe than in 2001, it 

persisted, with much longer income stagnation and much bigger income bifurcation, 

leading to more social discontent. After 2009, both indicators dipped, while holding at a 

higher level than in 2003–07. The short economic rebound in 2010 failed to 

substantially and immediately improve the situation of damaged strata/classes before 

another economic slump occurred in 2011. Structural unemployment in Taiwan 

remained severe from 2009 to 2011. In the short term, the middle and lower classes 

were beset with a rather strong sense of ‘‘relative deprivation. From 2010–11 Taiwan 

had a short period of economic recovery with the efforts of the Ma Ying-jeou 
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administration, the living conditions of most people did not improve because of the 

cumulative effect of unequal distribution
135

.  

 

To solve Taiwan's economic problems, the KMT believed that economic bureaucracy 

was the key to economic growth. The During the five-city municipal elections in 2010, 

the Ma Ying-jeou administration noted the widening of the wealth gap, but the KMT 

has long operated as a kind of community of shared interests with Taiwan’s major firms 

because of close high-level state-business relations. Consequently, party officials paid 

more attention to the interests of big business when formulating economic policies than 

to social redistribution of wealth.
136

   On the other hand, the unfavourable domestic 

economic context and KMT's promises of improving the economic performance, led the 

KMT to closer relations with China. Both ECFA and CSSTA have to be understood 

within that context.   

The critics of the free trade agreements mistrust their economic and social benefits. 

They claimed that both ECFA and CSSTA have the potential to widen the existing 

social inequality in Taiwan. Moreover, there is a perception among Taiwanese that the 

Ma administration had been paying more attention to the elites's interests rather than to 

the daily problems of society. In this context, the Sunflower Student Movement forced 

the Taiwanese people to rethink their faith in the neoliberal project. If the movement 

had not drawn attention to it, people would not have taken heed of the agreement, nor 

would they have realised that Taiwan is a small economic entity with small market that 

could be harmed by huge capital investment and that Taiwan’s vast numbers of small 

and medium-sized businesses may struggle in the face of globalisation. The movement 

has created new discourses and explanatory frameworks which are characterised by 

suspicion towards neoliberal ideology
137

. 

 

Regarding the inter cohort-justice in which the youth are the political subject, the 

students who participated in the Sunflower Movement had the impression that the 

worsening of their living expectations as a result of the low salaries, high housing prices 
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was a consequence of the legacy of the older generations. Some called the students  the 

Bomb Generations (bengshidai, 崩世代). The Sunflower Movement also demanded 

"inter generational justice" as well as more spaces to participate in politics. As one NTU 

student said "generational justice means disproportionate justice because for example 

housing prices and salaries are all set by the older generation for us. Generational justice 

means we want equal salaries, it means we want to have equality, if we want to live in 

Taipei, maybe our salary needs to be 50000 not 22000. Why do we have this? because 

the older generation deserved two decades before"
138

. 

 

6.6  Sunflower Movement as a destabilising historical event? 

When studying political generations using Mannheim's approach, is important to detect 

the historical events that shape them. Following that logic, Andy Chang and T.Y Wang 

proposed a model for identifying political generations in Taiwan, based on several 

events in the modern Taiwanese history, commonly viewed as significant to the island's 

economic, political and social development
139

. Therefore, one of the questions that 

arises when analysing the Sunflower Movement is whether or not it can be considered  a 

catalyst for the emergence of a new political generation.  

 

The Sunflower Movement had several characteristics that identity it as a destabilising 

historical event in correlation with Mannheim's model. See Model Appendix.  

 

Most of the people involved in the movement were young and fall into the formative 

years age bracket. From March 25th- 29th, during the Sunflower Movement, the 

department of sociology of the University of Taipei conducted 554 surveys on 

participants in the movement,  56% of these were students and 44.5% of these  students 

were between 20-24 years old.
140

. According to Mannheim's theory, when individuals 
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between 18-25 years old pass through a historical event, this has the potential to shape 

their political views and attitudes. When looking at the age of the participants, the data 

provided reinforces the idea that most of the participants were in their formative years.  

Furthermore, for the younger generation, the Sunflower Movement was a turning point 

for the political development of Taiwan. The social movement was able to gather a 

great deal of people to protest against Ma's administration, police estimated the crowd at 

120,000, while the students put the figure at closer to 500,000. The wide roads around 

the Presidential building in central Taipei were jammed with people for blocks in all 

directions.
141

 This created a sense of community and a  group that shaped the memories 

of the participants as well as a new way to understand politics for those involved. 

The Sunflower Movement changed the political values of the people and in particular 

the young. 

 

 As you can see in Table XII, the perceived identity of respondents aged 20-29 increases 

in Taiwanese identity to 71.4%. This, although only a slight change of 5.7%, it is still 

noteworthy purely on the basis that the percentage is so high. One explanation can be 

seen in that the rise of the Sunflower Movement initiated in 2008 and many participants 

may already in 2008 have perceived themselves as Taiwanese. 

Table XII: Self-identity before and after the Sunflower Movement 

 Age Taiwanese Both Chinese 

Taiwanese 

Chinese 

Before 

Sunflower 

Movement 

20-29 65.7% 32.8% 1.4% 

After 

Sunflower 

Movement 

20-20 71.4% 26.8 0.8% 

Source: TEDS 2013, TEDS 2014 
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Regarding independence vs unification, before the Sunflower Movement, there were 

two main trends. Firstly, the young who later become into the Sunflower's political 

generation "maintaining the status quo and decide either unification or independence 

later". Secondly, 25.5% favoured the independence of Taiwan. On the other hand, after 

the Sunflower Movement, 46% favoured the independence of Taiwan, another 

interesting aspect that supports the idea that the Sunflower's political generation are 

neither pragmatic or agnostic is the fact that only 13% favour the option of "maintaining 

the status quo, decide unification or independence" See table XIII. 

 

Table XIII: Unification vs Independence before and after Sunflower Movement 

 Before Sunflower After Sunflower 

 20-29 years old 20-29 years old 

Immediate unification 2.4% 2.5% 

  Immediate Independence 6% 15% 

Maintain status quo, move 

towards unification in the 

future 

4.8% 10.9% 

Maintain the status quo and 

move towards independence  

19.5% 31% 

Maintain the status quo, 

decide either unification or 

independence 

42% 13% 

Maintain status forever 21.9% 24% 

Source: TEDS 2013, TEDS 2014 

 

Regarding levels of political interest displayed by the young following the Sunflower 

Movement the number of people not very interested in politics decreased by 10% whilst 

the number of very interested in politics increased by the same amount. This is again 

very suggestive of the destabilising impact of the movement on the young generation. 

See table XIV. 
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Table XIV: Interest in politics before and after the Sunflower Movement 

Sunflower Movement Before After 

Age 20-29 20-29 

Not interested at all 4.8% 4.2% 

Not very interested 41.4% 31.9% 

Interested 45% 45% 

Very interested 8.5% 18.4% 

Source: TEDS 2013, TEDS 2014 

 

Secondly, the Sunflower Movement arguably succeeded in destabilising domestic 

politics. For example, during 9-1 elections of November 29th, 2014, the same general 

unrest towards the Ma's administration that was displayed during the student protests, 

was also the reflected in the local elections. In the elections for special municipality 

mayors, county magistrates, and city mayors, the KMT was able to hold onto only six 

out of 22 seats, compared to 15 it won previously, while the opposition DPP captured 

13 (not including an independent who was endorsed by the DPP and won the race in 

Taipei Municipality), a net gain of seven. One major factor contributing to the dismal 

outcome for the KMT is the performance of the Ma administration. There had been a 

series of policy fiascos during Ma’s term, including several major incidents right before 

the elections (e.g., the reform to institute 12-year compulsory education, and the 

cooking oil scandals), which alienated even traditional KMT supporters. The grievances 

of the young were particularly conspicuous.
142

           

 

Thirdly, the student movement reactivated and consequently destabilised Taiwanese 

civil society. As one NCCU student said "the Sunflower Movement changed the 

opinion of civil society and the major of Taipei who is an independent politician. These 

kind of things wouldn't had happened without the Sunflower movement because young 

generation were told not to be political engaged because their parents used to tell us that 

politics is dark and chaos". 
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 There is no doubt that the Sunflower Movement has reanimated civil society in Taiwan, 

which had grown dangerously pessimistic and disorganised over the years. 54 civic 

organisations and NGOs took part in the occupation. Besides bringing civil society 

together, the Sunflowers also gave renewed hope to people who had given up on 

Taiwan.
143

 In addition, the Sunflower movement was able to galvanise public sympathy 

because it struck a chord with what already exists within modern Taiwanese society — 

a deep dissatisfaction with polarised party politics, an ineffective representative 

democracy and widening social inequality. The success of the Sunflower movement 

resides in its ability to connect the political with the social; it acknowledges that Taiwan 

is in need of further democratisation in order to re-establish a more responsive (instead 

of reactive) political system conducive to greater societal transformation and 

progression
144

. As the DPP chairman Tsai Ing-wen (蔡英文) stated, The Sunflower 

movement was the first time that a social movement with such a scale of mass 

participation was able to generate so much energy without serious physical 

confrontations and violence — except for the government’s bloody crackdown against 

the protesters at the Executive Yuan. It changed everything.
145

  

 

Fourthly, regarding Cross-Strait relations, the Sunflower Movement was able to inject 

itself into politics across the Taiwan Strait, thus forcing Beijing to take social forces 

into consideration as it adjusts its policies. Above all, the Sunflower Movement was 

able to communicate, almost viscerally, the widespread opposition within Taiwan to 

Beijing’s stillborn “one country, two systems” formula, opposition that, while it existed 

in the past, had never truly succeeded in finding its voice. The message was loud and 

clear, and Beijing heard it
146

. In addition, the Sunflower Movement also served as a 

counterbalance to the Ma's administration policies regarding Mainland, now 

conditioned to the adoption of "monitoring regulations" to enable better public and 

legislative scrutiny of Cross-Strait Relations. The Ma administration has already 
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conceded to civic organisations that deals negotiated with Beijing could be revised by 

the Legislative Yuan and sent back for recognition if not ratified
147

.  

 

Therefore, It can be argued that the Sunflower Movement, indeed, was a destabilising 

historical event for Taiwan, not only because it created shared memories between young 

generation but also because it gave a sense of hope and changed the way how young 

relate to politics. It was a formative event as well as an accumulative inter-generational 

struggle that served as the catalyst for a political generation, the Sunflower's generation.   
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7. Chapter 7 -  Sunflower political generation's Political values and attitudes 

towards Cross-Strait relations 

 

7.1 Self-identity 

One of the distinguishing features of the Sunflower's political generation is self-identity. 

In comparison with the 4th political generation that has a dual Taiwanese and Chinese 

identity, the Sunflower's political generation tends to hold a very clear Taiwanese 

identity. For them being Taiwanese is obvious, they do not doubt it. Most of them 

believe that they are Taiwanese because they are born in Taiwan and they do not feel 

that they have any connection with mainland China. One of the students of NCCU said 

that: "I'm Taiwanese. No doubt, it's a fact, we (Taiwan and China) are different 

countries with different histories, people, social structures, everything is different and 

our language was brought by the KMT. Don't forget we are a small island but we are 20 

millions, we are bigger than Australia! We are different countries".
148

 

 

During the interviews a couple of the respondents mentioned that their families 

originated from China and were subsequently influenced by Chinese culture. Despite 

this each of them still communicated with clarity that they believed they are Taiwanese. 

One student provided the analogy between U.S and U.S immigrants to justify their self-

identity. 

"I'm Taiwanese, although, most Taiwanese can trace their ancestry back to China, but 

for me, I grow up and I was born in here, I love this land, and just as an example, people 

in US they might be immigrants from other countries, but if you ask them where they 

are from, they will say, America. My answer is the same"
149

  

 

Out of all the in depth interviews conducted, only two people  had  a contrasting 

response. Only one student perceived himself as "Chinese".  However, his thought 

process and resulting "Chinese" identity had  a condition, that being Chinese meant 

embracing democracy: "I think that most of the younger generation consider themselves 

                                                 
148

 Interview 1and 2. See Appendix.  
149

 Interview 18. See Appendix. 
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as Taiwanese. but I am a little bit different. I say that I am "Chinese" from ROC, if 

China is a democracy, I'm Chinese. The condition is democracy"
150

  

 

Another student of NCCU was a little confused about his self- identity, when answering 

the question, he stated:  

"I think I have thought the question many times. In the past I thought that I was 

Taiwanese, but now, I'm not sure. I was born in Taiwan, but Chinese influenced me, so 

it's difficult to say..."
151

  

 

The official data provided by the Electoral Study Centre in 2014, seems to reinforce the 

idea, that among young people, Taiwanese identity is very strong. According to the 

TEDS 2014, (see Table XV). 71.4% of the people between 20 and 29 years old 

perceived themselves as Taiwanese,  26.8%  as both Taiwanese and Chinese and only  

0.8% perceived themselves as Chinese. 

Table XV: Self- identity Sunflower's Political generation 

 Taiwanese Both Chinese nonresponse 

20-29 years old 71.4% 26.8% 0.8% 0.8% 

Source. TEDS 2014 

 

The explanation for this trend is two-fold: Firstly, the Sunflower Movement as a 

formative event brought the issue of Taiwanese identity to the table. The protests in 

Taiwan point to the emergence of a unified and more clearly articulated definition of 

what it means to be ‘Taiwanese’.  In what has been a movement characterised by 

symbols, (from its name the Sunflower movement, to the ubiquity of black Facebook 

profile pictures on Taiwanese people Facebook pages), the languages of this movement 

are another symbol which points to the emergence of a new identity.
152

 During the 

protests, one of the identity tools to promote the Taiwanese identity was songs sang in 

Taiwanese. Despite that Mandarin is in Taiwan the lingua franca and the majority of the 

                                                 
150

  Interview 19 and  20. See Appendix. 
151

 Interview  21. See Appendix.  
152

Maria-Alice Mclean-Dreyfus, "Protest songs and Taiwanese identity in the Sunflower 

 Movement" China Policy Institute blog, April 9, 2014 

 https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/chinapolicyinstitute/2014/04/09/protest-songs-and-taiwanese-

 identity-in-the-sunflower-movement/ 
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discourse was in Mandarin, some artists sang songs in Holo, evoking strong emotional 

reactions as it linked the song and the protest to a language long associated with 

Taiwan. Take for instance the unofficial anthem of the protest "Island Sunrise" (島嶼天

光) by the popular band Fire Ex, which was sung in Holo
153

.  The Sunflower Movement 

is considered very successful in solidifying Taiwan’s identity and democracy, 

particularly through promoting the idea that “Taiwan is not for sale”; that proper 

distance between Taiwan and China ought to be maintained; and that the country should 

be ruled by the people. These are sentiments echoed not only by citizens in Taiwan but 

also many Taiwanese overseas .
154

 

 

One of the students interviewed, said that the Sunflower Movement helped him to 

understand his own self-identity, for him, the Sunflower Movement was a turning point. 

"Before (the Sunflower Movement) I thought that I was both Chinese and Taiwanese 

but now I'm Taiwanese. I discovered a lot of facts that point that I'm Taiwanese. I'm not 

Chinese. My family came from China but I was born here. The KMT twisted the 

history".
155

  

 

Another explanation for the increase in perceived Taiwanese identity among this 

political generation is that they were educated under Chen-Shui Bians social policies. 

They were born in the end of the 1980s and beginning of 1990s, and were fully 

educated under the "Taiwanization" of Taiwan. With the change of government in 2000 

from the KMT to the DPP, the "Taiwanization" reached its peak with the full support of 

the government.  Particularly, during Chen Shui Bian's second term. The branding of 

Taiwan (xingxiao Taiwan 行銷台灣 ) at both state and societal levels was witnessed 

everywhere, both inside and outside Taiwan. The cultural policy of the DPP emphasised 

the economic value of culture industries, the theorisation of Taiwanese subjectivity, and 

branding Taiwan as a cultural product. This new "homeland" was "constructed by 

promoting tourism in Taiwan, Taiwanese literature and new academic discipline of 

"Taiwan studies". Mandarin remained the official language for general use, but "Native 

                                                 
153

 Maria-Alice Mclean-Dreyfus, "Say it loud: language and identity in Taiwan and Hong " 

 Thinking Taiwan, November 6, 2014 http://thinking-taiwan.com/say-it-loud-language-ident-

 hktw/ 
154

 Hui-Chiang, Chang and Richard Holt. Language, Politics and Identity in Taiwan, naming 

 China. (New York: Routledge, 2015),  143.  
155

 Interview 13. See appendix.  
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language was introduced as compulsory subject in elementary schools. The Pan-blue 

scholars  saw Taiwanization as wholesale de-Sinicization.
156

  

 

One student of NTU, suggested that the Sunflower's political generation was the "Chen 

Shui Bian generation". As he stated. "It is very interesting because my generation (...) in 

our school, from first year in junior high to senior high we were all under that 

generation. In Chen Shui Bian's time, they wanted to change the name of our country, 

they changed the name of the post office. Taiwan Post Office, but after my generation, 

they changed it back to China Post.  
157

 

 

7.2 Independence vs Unification.  

Regarding the position of the Sunflower's political generation on the independence vs 

unification issue, according to the interviews, there are two main view points :  

 66% the students interviewed were in favour of the independence of Taiwan. For them, 

independence is undoubtedly the best option for Taiwan, they demonstrated a  feeling of 

optimism about the future of Taiwan in this regard. As one student of NCCU stated:  "I 

want the Independence, I think that to work better, Taiwan should be independent, we 

are already independent, so we should go the next step, however, to go to the next step 

we have to convince Taiwanese that we are Taiwanese. Lots of people have different 

opinions on this issue. Those who support status quo do not understand the real problem 

or how China is. Also the problem for Taiwan is time. If we keep the status quo, it is 

possible that we will become unify. So we need to do something before it would be too 

late for Taiwan". 

 

Another student of NCCU noted how Taiwan is not Republic of China as a reason for 

independence. "Taiwan has to have independence,  because Taiwan is not equal to 

Republic of China, Taiwan is the name of an island, Republic of China comes from the 

KMT, they failed in the mainland, so they came to Taiwan and brought the ROC, for 

me, ROC is dead. It is a dead political power, so I think that Taiwan has to be 

                                                 
156   Yoshisha Amae and Jens Damm, “Whither Taiwanization?” State, Society and Cultural 

 Production in the New" Journal of Current Chinese affairs 40, no.1 (2011): 7. 

157
  Interview 17. See Appendix.  
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independent. Taiwan is Taiwan not ROC.  Taiwanese are people are afraid of the power 

of China, but I love my country, my island, my home, we have to be independent.
158

 

 

In contrast 14%, of the students wanted to keep the status quo, because for them, de 

facto, Taiwan is already independent.  All of the students who chose maintaining the 

status quo included in their reasoning a fear of military action from China. This student  

is a clear example of this trend: "I want independence, but if I were the president, I'll 

chose the status quo because China will attack Taiwan. I wouldn't like to upset China. If 

we become independent we would be very happy". 

 

When comparing the quantitative data of TEDS 2014, with the qualitative data,  there is 

a definite correlation. Table XIV. According to the people between 20 and 29, 15.9% 

want to be independent as soon as possible, 31% maintaining status quo and move 

towards the independence, and 24.3% are in favour of maintaining the status quo.  If we 

sum the people who support positions that favour the independence,  46,9%  are in 

favour. See Table XVI.  

Table XVI: Unification vs Independence Sunflower's political generation 

 Immediate  

Unification 

Maintain 

the status 

quo, move 

toward 

unification 

in the 

future 

Maintain 

the status 

quo, decide 

either 

unificaion 

or 

independenc 

e 

Maintain 

statuos 

quo 

forever 

Maintain the 

status quo, 

move toward 

independenc

e in the 

future 

Immediate 

Independenc

e 

Non-

response 

20-

29 

years 

old   

2.5 10.9% 13.4% 24.3% 31% 15.9 1.6% 

Source: TEDS 2014 
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 Interview 18. See Appendix 
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7.3 Partisanship  

When it comes to supporting a political party, identified form the interview responses , 

there are four main trends:  

 

Firstly, 100% of the students interviewed pro-actively stated their dislike of the KMT. 

Stating for instance, that they "would never vote for the KMT". Another student stated 

that she would support any party so long as it meant getting rid of the KMT, "the most 

serious thing now is to make KMT fail, make them collapse"
159

. 

 

According to the interviews, there are two main reasons that explain why students 

dislike the KMT. On one hand, some students related the KMT with the authoritarian 

past of Taiwan, and perceive the KMT as an undemocratic party that triggered the 

"White Terror". As one student said:  "I voted DPP because I studied history and I 

studied the White terror so I hate KMT".
160

 On the other hand, some students think that 

the KMT is a Chinese party , an outsider party, it is party that came from China and 

brought the concept of Republic of China with them.  

 

Secondly, most of the students tend to position themselves within the Pan-Green side, 

47.6 % said that if they would have to vote, they would vote DPP.  

 

Thirdly, 19% of students believe that the future is hold by the small parties created in 

the aftermath of  the Sunflower Movement, some brought out parties such as the Social 

Democratic party (shehuiminzudang, 社會民主黨), Force of Epoch Party (shidaililiang, 

時代力量） or Green Party （ludang, 綠黨）. They repeatedly reinforced during the 

interviews that big parties can no longer fulfill the expectations of the the young. As one 

student from NTU said. "It is changing the idea that political parties are firm source of 

power. Before people thought is either DPP or KMT, now we wonder  if we want this 

big parties in charge of us"
161

. 
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 Interview 15 and 16. See Appendix. 
160

 Interview 18. See Appendix.  
161

  Interview 19 and  20. See Appendix.  
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Regarding the rise of small parties in Taiwan, one of the students of NCCU commented 

that "I would vote the Social Democracy party (shehuiminzudang, 社會民主黨). It is a 

new party. The leader is Fan Yun (范雲)a professor of sociology at NTU, she was also 

the leader of Yebaihe (野百合學運). It was another social movement" The leader of this 

party advocates that Taiwan should follow Finland as an example. Similar to Taiwan, 

Finland is a small nation with direct presidential elections and a diverse ethnic mix that 

long endured the spectre of communism from the former Soviet Union.
162

 On the other 

hand, some other students from NTU and NCCU mentioned The Force of Epoch Party," 

I'll vote the Force of epoch. They are a new party, it is ran by a lawyer, and they really 

care about Taiwanese society". 

 

Fourthly, some students stated that they dislike the existing parties altogether and  are 

more inclined to vote for people and their policies. It is, however worth mentioning, that 

the politicians with  higher support among them were Tsai Ing Wen (蔡英文), Ko Wen-

Je  (柯文哲)and the major of Tainan, Lai Ching-Te (賴清德)all whom are located in the 

Pan-Green side of the political spectrum. The student from NTU is a clear example of 

this idea: "I wouldn't vote according to political parties, I'll vote for people, I'll view 

separate candidates, I'll consider their parties, but it wouldn't be the main factor. So I'm 

from Tainan, so I'll vote for our major, he did pretty good job, I wouldn't vote him 

because he is supports DPP."
163

  

 

When looking at the quantitative data (TEDS 2014) provided by the Electoral Study 

Centre, see table XVII, it supports the qualitative data, the young generation tend to 

favour Pan-Green parties or independent parties.  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
162

  Focus Taiwan,"Social Democratic Party,. urges Taiwan to emulate Finland",  Focus Taiwan , 

 April 6, 2015  http://focustaiwan.tw/news/aipl/201504060020.aspx 
163

 Interview 19 and 20. See Appendix.  
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Table XVII: Partisanship Sunflower's Political generation 

 KMT DPP NP PFP TSU Neutral 

independen

t 

20-29 28.5% 38% 0.5% 3% 2% 30% 

Source: TEDS 2014 

 

  Unfortunately, the data does not provide further detail on the number of people who 

support neutral or independent parties. However even without this insight, the data 

shows the majority would not vote for the KMT. 

 

When considering the 28% of young people who still support the KMT, although this 

might initially seem an anomaly, it too correlates in part with the qualitative research. 

Many young Taiwanese, are still heavily dependent on their parents and families for 

support, especially given the current economic climate, and so may feel the 

responsibility to support a party with economic goals to benefit their families. In the 

interviews conducted the respondents questioned, although they did not support the 

KMT did highlight in some cases a support for their economic stance: "personally I 

went to the Sunflower Movement because of the lack of transparency of the 

government, we cannot be isolated, so we need free trade agreements. The world is 

moving in that direction. It is globalisation". Furthermore it must be considered that 

support for the KMT does not necessarily means support for unification or being against 

democracy and these results only further demonstrate the importance of qualitative 

research to fully understand the potential future impacts of the Sunflower Movement.  

 

7.4 Democracy  

Regarding  perceptions on democracy, the results show an easily identifiable consensus, 

during the interview 67% of respondents believed that democracy means that politics 

has to be controlled by the people and, the government should always act the will of the 

people as its core. As one student states: "Democracy means everything must be 

decided by people, people have the equal rights to decide their future.  There should not 
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be a limitation" 
164

. 23% identified voting as the core of democracy whilst the remaining 

10% put greater emphasis on the freedoms that democracy represented . 

 

In addition, during interviews, the most commonly recurring pattern was to associate 

democracy as being a key determinant in the success of Taiwan's future. The majority 

of respondents independently drew this link between democracy and the important role 

it will play in the future of Taiwan both domestically and abroad. "Taiwan is a 

democracy and that our special feature, if we keep it, we can survive". Although there 

was no additional quantitative data to reinforce this, the idea was so consistently present 

during interviews that it ought to be noted, especially as it clearly highlights the notion 

and generational belief that the Sunflower Movement through democracy can alter the 

future of Taiwan.  

 

When asked about their satisfaction with democracy in Taiwan, 86% of the interviewees 

declared themselves to be "not satisfied". The following quotes are an example of their 

feelings: "I'm depressed, I don't think that Taiwan is a democracy"
165

 As another 

interviewee commented " before the Sunflower Movement I thought that Taiwan was a 

democracy, but after joining it, I found that it was not that good."
166

 

 

Largely those unsatisfied agreed that in order for Taiwan to improve its democratic 

regime it needs to develop a participatory democracy as well as transparent relations 

between the government and its citizens. As one student suggested: "people can vote but 

this is not enough, I think that democracy is something more than voting".
167

 Another 

student stated," I think that we have the right to vote, but if the government does 

something wrong, we don't have the power to drag them down"
168

. 

 

The remaining 14% however stated themselves to be mostly content with Taiwan in its 

current democratic state and although not completely satisfied argued that for being a 

young Asian democracy, Taiwan is moving in the right direction. As one student of 

NTU suggests:  "Taiwan is a relatively young democracy, if we compare it with old 
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 Interview 1.2. See appendix. 
165

 Interview  7 See appendix. 
166

 Interview 13 See appendix. 
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 Interviews 10. See Appendix. 
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 Interviews 11. See Appendix. 
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democracy, UK, US we have done it pretty well, it is a good start"
169

.  Furthermore any 

fault in the democracy ought to be place on its immaturity as a democracy and not to do 

with governmental failings, "Taiwan needs to improve as a democracy. The problems 

that Taiwan is facing as democracy has to do with the fact that Taiwan is still a young 

democracy."
170

. The idea of expected progression and maturing of a democracy is 

something worth noting, as it implies a time limitation for democratic improvement and 

an eventual shift in expectations regarding the level of democracy established. This 

further reinforces the importance of democracy and hypothesis that should Taiwan not 

maintain and build upon its democracy then perhaps the level of satisfaction might also 

shift downwards.  

 

7.5 Political engagement  

If there is a special feature of this political generation it is political engagement. 

According to the interviewees, 97% of them believe that being politically engaged and 

active is very important for the development of democracy in Taiwan. This idea is 

important, as conversely, the 4th political generation was noted repeatedly to be 

extremely disengaged in politics. As one student said: "Political activity is vital, it 

consolidates democracy, people have to participate in politics, Michelle Obama said that 

when everyone participates in politics, we can get better ideas, so I think that's very 

important" 
171

 On the other hand, another NTU student stated that "political activity is 

important. We know that we if we don't discuss about politics we don't change things, if 

you don't participate in those things, you won't change anything. But if you go and 

participate, and you listen to different stories, maybe you can improve your thoughts, 

you can have an internal dialogue and it gives you more choices..."  

 

That contrasting attitudes towards politics between the two generations has to do with 

the emergence of the Sunflower Movement. For those interviewed, it changed 

everything, in particularly the way young people perceive and deal with politics. One 

NCCU student said that "I think it (Sunflower Movement) changed the whole 

generation of young people. Young people want to change politics, before we thought 
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 Interviews 19 and 20. See Appendix 
170

 Interviews 12. See Appendix 
171

 Interview 19 and 20. See appendix. 
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that we couldn't change anything but after that, people started to think that we could 

change things"
172

. Another NTU student commented, ", previous to that, we didn't have 

a huge event in which young generation participate, it was crazy, my cousin from 

Kaoshiong came to Taipei with his classmates in a bus. I didn't expect that a political 

event could be so huge. It was an event that was followed by lot of people of Taiwan. 

That confirmed that politics are important for Taiwan."
173

 

 

After the Sunflower Movement, 86% of respondents admitted to becoming even more 

socially and politically engaged, joining more social and political movements. A student 

from Taizhong said ""I have been engaged, besides the Sunflower Movement, in 

Homosexual rights, abolition of death penalty... sometimes I won't agree with them (the 

protestors) but I can join the movement and I can learn from them "
174

.  Another NTU 

student said that "I'm involved in different groups, I organised focus groups at the 

American embassy, I'm also involved in political associations in my university, I 

organised a policy contest for high school students in Yilan and in my home town I'm in 

a group that wants to rebuild the old historic centre."
175

 

 

For the 14% of the respondents, the Sunflower Movement was an accumulative event as 

they already had experiences in social and political movements. However, it is relevant 

to note that none of the interviewees felt disengaged after the Sunflower Movement. 

They all subsequently increased their political activity or recognised that "the Sunflower 

Movement was the spark" 
176

 within their engagement.  

 

In the aftermath of the Sunflower Movement, during the 9-1 elections on November 29, 

2014, the young generation played an important role in changing the political landscape, 

in which the KMT had the hegemony. Overall voter turnout was approximately 68%, 

70% of 20-29 years old went to the ballot box - one of the highest youth turnout rates in 

Taiwan history.  Young people, inspired by the Sunflower Movement to become more 

politically active served as government watchdogs and played a crucial role in 

determining the outcome of the elections. In fact, some, even go as far as arguing that 
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 Interview 13. See appendix. 
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I interview 19 and  20. See appendix. 
174

  Interview18. See appendix. 
175

 Interview  3. See appendix. 
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 Interviews  15 and 16. See appendix. 
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the election results were youth-driven
177

. One of the NTU students said how the young 

people influenced other people in the 7-1 elections. "I was a little afraid because I wasn't 

sure if we had influenced other people, and it turned out that the KMT lost!"
178

 

 

When comparing the quantitative data of TEDS 2014 with the qualitative data, 

correlations can be drawn. See table XVIII. 18.4% of people between 20 and 29 

perceive themselves to be very interested in politics whereas 45.3% claim to be 

interested. This means that an overall total of 63.7%  are interested in politics. 

Table XVIII: Interest in politics Sunflower's political generation 

 Not interested 

at all  

Not very 

interested 

interested Very interested 

20-29 4.2% 31.9% 45.3% 18.4% 

Source: TEDS 2014 

 

7.6 Political socialisation  

According to the interviews, there are three main powerful socialisation agents: 

Professors, peer groups and family.  

 

For the 4th political generation, the school and the university had an important role, 

however for the Sunflower's political generation, university professors played a 

fundamental role in encouraging the students to go to protest. 33% highlighted the 

importance of their professors. One student of Yangming said that "we had a fantastic 

professor of philosophy and we spent every day talking to him about politics. We are 

really lucky because when I met him, I was looking for the purpose of life, and he 

encouraged me to be involved in social movements."
179

 Another NTU student stated 

that  "I study at the NTU, in some political science class, sociology or history class, the 

professor encouraged to go, they said, you don't need to come here, maybe next year"
180

 

One student NCCU said: "our professors told us to protest, they encouraged the students 
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 Jennifer Chen, "Taiwan's young rise up" East Asia Forum, February 15, 2015 

 http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/01/15/taiwans-young-rise-up/ 
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because you can learnt a lot, you can learn how to learn new opinions, you can 

compare."
181

  

 

Another important socialisation agent was peer groups, the importance of this agent is 

that they changed the perception of students in two ways. Until the Sunflower 

Movement, those who were involved in politics were seen as strange by their friends. 

One NCCU student said that "when people talk about politics, it is very often said that 

these people are crazy.
182

" The peer groups changed that perception, people were not 

seen as crazy, they had to be involved in politics and discuss about politics.  

 

Another way in which the peer group influenced other students is by providing hope 

and a sense of community. There was a sense of atomisation between students, in 

particular those who care about politics were seen as crazy. One student participant said 

that " The people with the same ideas they won't feel they are alone anymore. They 

created a new environment, and told to the young generation, you can go out, and you 

have the power to change things. That's a very important message for the young 

generations. the young generation said that they don't want to accepted what the older 

generation arranged". 
183

 

 

The family were another important agent of socialisation, in particular, one of the trends 

observed in the interviews, is that the families who supported the students were families 

that clearly either supported the DPP or were "Taiwanese" families. One NCCU student 

said: "I think that my family is different because they are passionate about politics, and 

they don't like KMT, they don't agree with their values and political ideology, so we 

often discuss the issues. I think my parents are kind of the generation of my generation. 

They think in the way as we think. It is really strange! (...) My parents encouraged us, to 

me and my sister to participate in politics."
184

  

 

Conversely, students whose parents support KMT, said that most of their parents did 

not support them. Some others said that their parents though they agreed that the KMT 
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did not perform well, They still thought  protesting was not the best way to achieve 

things. One student of National Dong Hwa University, said that "my parents threaten 

me. I'm from Hualien and I spent two days at the Legislative Yuan. Coming to Taipei 

from Hualien is not very cheap, so my mom told me that if I go to the protest they won't 

pay my my university fees. So the third day I had to go back to Hualien." 
185

   

 

The students who were not supported by their parents interestingly explained the 

mindset of their parents as being resultant of  generational differences. One NTU 

student said "My mum, my father , they have voted the KMT for maybe  2 or 3 decades. 

They totally can't believe the new agenda.  They think the DPP is violent, not 

democracy, not stable, they only know about the elections and think the DPP can't rule 

the country. I think their generation affected them."  On the other hand, another NCCU 

student said: " I take my dad, he thinks the most important thing is to work hard, make 

lot of money to bring his children up, and have a happy life, the old generation is like 

him, they don't care what the government do and how important democracy is. He 

always tell me that as a student I have to study hard and have a good job and a happy 

life, and if the government doesn't do anything that violates your privacy, then you don't 

have to worry about democracy." 
186

 Another Shida student reflected perfectly the 

generational differences by saying " the people who are 30 or 40 years old, they don't 

care of politics, they are of the generation where there is an economic increase, they are 

in that age. They will think that if you are hard working then you will get something 

good, that is what they think... but then the older people, like 50 or 60-70 generation, 

they are afraid of politics. They believe that if you are against or involved in politics it 

is dangerous and you will go to jail."
187

  

 

Another common phenomena resultant of the generational differences regarding the 

understanding of politics, is that among families where the children do not share the 

same political beliefs as their parents, there tends to be more conflict. For example 

when questioned on the quality of their relationship with their parents one respondent 

stated: "not bad, as long as we don't talk about politics". 
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  Interview 18. See appendix.  
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 Interview 18. See appendix. 
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 Interview 15 and 16. See appendix. 
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7.7 Opinions on China 

When talking about China, there are two main trends among the students: those who 

really dislike China and in particularly the Chinese government, and those who separate 

Chinese people from the government. They perceive the former as friends and the latter 

as a big problem that Taiwan has to face.  

 

Regarding the first trend, this NTU student reflected that thought: "They that they don't 

want to gain hegemony, but from a realistic perspective, military power and economy 

power leads to conflict. And you have to see all the countries as potential threats, so I 

think that China is a threat for Taiwan"
188

, another NCCU stated that " Taiwan is facing 

the coercion of China. So  sometimes I really hate that China views Taiwan as one of its 

province. I really hate this."
189

  

 

Regarding the second trend, this other NTU student reflects it by saying "I categorized 

china in two parts, citizens and government, The government always has threatened 

Taiwan. It is very interesting, because even they have threatened Taiwan a lot, our 

government sent a lot of people there, but we all know that in the future they want to 

unify Taiwan to China. We want to invite students from Macao, Hong Kong and China 

to talk about the future. We realize that Hong Kong citizens or Chinese they also want 

democracy, but in their deep mind, they also want to unify Taiwan. But if we want to be 

independent, we need to talk with young Chinese, and tell them what we want. I don't 

think they are our enemy. we need to talk to them, that's it.  I know that even if China 

becomes a democracy I still want to be independent. Look at the UK and US, they are 

democracies and they don't want to be unified, despite a lot of people from US is from 

UK. I think that the needy China is an idea that comes from the government. We have 

big industries, Foxcom, we can cooperate with China, but I think that Taiwan has a lot 

of potentital to grow as an independent country
190

. On the other hand this NCCU 

student also reflects the difference between Chinese people and Chinese government. 

"China is a big country with a powerful economy but a very strict government. I have 

                                                 
188

 Interview  19 and 20. See appendix. 
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 Interview  18. See appendix. 
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 Interviews 17. See Appendix.  
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some friends in China and I really like them. Sometimes we discuss about the Taiwan 

and china issue but we always disagree".
191

 

 

When comparing the qualitative data with quantitative data provided by TEDS 2014, 

there are some differences. While in qualitative data there are two trends, those who 

dislike mainland China government and those who like Chinese citizens but dislike the 

Chinese government. The quantitative data seems to show a general dislike towards 

Chinese people among those between 20 and 29 years old. See Table XIX. When 

people were asked about what they rate mainland people, in which 0 was deep distrust 

and 10 very trusting,  20  said 0.  80 picked positions between 0 and 5.  

 

Table XIX: Trust Chinese People 

 20-29 years old 

0 to have a deep mistrust 20 

1 17 

2 13 

3 17 

4 4 

5 16 

6 9 

7 3 

8 2 

9 0 

10 to have high level of Trust 0 

Total 101 

Source. TEDS 2014.  
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 Interviews 12. See Appendix. 
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When the people were asked about their trust in the Chinese government, in which 0 

was very distrusting and 10 very trusting. See table XX, 57 said 0 whilst 94 picked 

options between 0 and 5. Only 6 people approved of the Chinese government. 

Table XX: Trust Mainland China government 

 20-29 years old 

0  to have a deep mistrust 57 

1 14 

2 7 

3 10 

4 6 

5 3 

6 1 

7 2 

8 0 

9 0 

10 to have high level of trust 1 

Total 101 

Source: TEDS 2014 

 

7.8 "Taiwanese Nationalism" 

When analyzing the level of Taiwanese nationalism among the young people, one can 

realize that this political generation displays a high level of "Taiwanese nationalism". 

Firstly, they tend to have a clear self-identity as well as perceive themselves as 

Taiwanese. They cannot relate to China. They believe that those who perceive 

themselves as China is because either they come from China or families from china or 

they were manipulated by the education of KMT. For them, Taiwan is their 
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"homeland". As one NCCU student said "I love my country, my island, my home"
192

 . It 

is not a coincidence that one of the slogans used by the Sunflower Movement was "We 

are Taiwanese, We are Taiwanese!". 

 

Secondly, when it comes to their partisanship, despite some do not relate to the main 

parties, KMT or DPP, it is also true that they tend to support parties that are located in 

the Pan-Green spectrum, even if they support small parties, these small parties also 

support Taiwan independence.  

 

Thirdly, regarding their attitudes the issue of independent vs. unification, most of the 

students favour the independence of Taiwan, and according to the interviews, those who 

want the status quo, is purely because they feel that Taiwan is threatened by China, 

however, they believe that status quo means "de facto" independence.  

 

Fourthly, their opinions on China tend to be negative, most of them perceive the 

government of China as a threat.  
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8.  Chapter 8 - Comparison between the 4th political generation and the 

Sunflower's political generation 

 

8.1 Self-identity 

The main difference between the 4th political generation and the Sunflower's political 

generation regarding self-identity, is that the former was characterised by a dual self-

identity 57.7% perceive themselves as having this dual identity whereas only 34.7% of 

the generation see themselves as Taiwanese. Conversely, the members of the 

Sunflower's political generation tend to hold a "sole" self-identity, Taiwanese. For them, 

being Taiwanese is a fact, this is reflected in the 71.4% of the members of this political 

generation that perceive themselves as Taiwanese, while only, 26.8% perceive 

themselves as having a dual Chinese and Taiwanese identity. See table XXI. 

Table XXI: Comparison self-identity between 4th political generation and 

Sunflower's political generation 

 Taiwanese Identity Dual identity  

2005 - 4th Political 

generation 

34.7% 57.7% 

2008 - 4th Political 

Generation 

47.11% 45.93% 

2014 - Sunflower's 

Political generation 

71.4% 26.8% 

Source: Author based on TEDS 2014 and TEDS 2005 

 

It is interesting to observe that the Taiwanese identity has been exponentially increasing 

during recent years; from 2005 - 2014, the percentage has increased by 36%. On the 

contrary, dual identity has been decreasing during these years at an almost equal rate. 

These differences can be explained due to generational differences between the 4th 

political generation and the Sunflower's political generation. Both political generation 

have been influenced by different formative years as well as by different educational 

experiences.  
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8.2 Independent vs unification 

Regarding the differences on the independence vs unification issue between the 4th 

political generation and the Sunflower's political generation, there are two main trends. 

Firstly, the Sunflower's political generation tend to favour the independence of Taiwan 

while the 4th political generation seems to favour middle ground options such as status 

quo and decide later or status quo forever. 11.7% of the Sunflower's political generation 

want independence now, and 32% wants to maintain the status quo and move later 

towards independence.  On the contrary, among the members of the 4th political 

generation, only the 5.1% wanted independence now and 18.3% the status quo and later 

move towards independence. The majority, 55.6% held more conservative positions, 

either status quo forever, or keeping the status quo and deciding later. Surprisingly,  

14.5% wants the status quo and then move towards independence. Shelley Rigger 

suggested that the 4th political generation has an attitude of "wait and see" (25). 

However, the Sunflower's political generation has a more clear attitude towards Cross-

Strait relations, they don't have a "wait and see" attitude, they know what they want as 

well as they know the possible dangers of pushing towards independence. This NTU 

student provides a standard example of their perspectives; "I want the independence, 

actually we are already independent but we don't have international recognition. People 

know that keeping the status quo is not an option. We will have to choose. I think that 

people have to be less scared and should be more educated in this regard."
193

 

 

From 2005 to 2015, the numbers that favour independence have increased, those who 

want independence now have increase 4.2%, while those who want the status quo and 

then independence have increased 13.7%. Conversely, positions favouring the 

unification have decreased, those who want unification have remained more or less 

stable, they have only decreased 0.4%. Those who supported status quo and then 

unification have also decreased 8.7%.  See Table XXII. 
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Table XXII: Comparison Unification vs Independence between 4th political 

generation and Sunflower's political generation 

 Unificatio

n now 

Status quo 

then 

unification  

Independenc

e now 

Status quo 

then 

independenc

e 

Status 

quo 

decide 

later  

Status 

quo 

forever  

2005- 4th 

Political 

Generation 

2.9% 14.5% 6.8% 18.3% 39.3% 16.3% 

2014 - 

Sunflower'

s Political 

generation 

2.5% 5.8% 11.7% 32% 8.4% 23.5% 

Source: Author based on TEDS 2005 and TEDS 2014 

8.3 Partisanship 

Regarding partisanship and the comparison between the 4th political generation and the 

Sunflower's political generation the results of the quantitative data does not highlight 

any significant change between the generations. Although there is a 10%  increase for 

the DPP it is not as notable as would be expected given the results in the interview 

where the qualitative data suggests that the DPP and Pan- green might have won a huge 

increase in supporters among the young, purely as a result of a overwhelming dislike of 

the KMTs actions in government discussed during the interviews. 

  

Having said this it does not mean there are no distinctions to be drawn between the two 

generations. As outlined previously Rigger identified the 4th generation as being 

flexible and malleable with regards to partisanship. Rigger stated the 4th generation to 

have a low opinion of parties in general and their choices to have little to do with 

ideology or identity.  To a degree this can also be said of the would be sunflower 

generation. They too show little loyalty to any particular party (see table XXIII). The 

difference however can be seen in the qualitative data. The Sunflower generation when 
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questioned on their choices were completely clear in the ideologies they supported. 

They may too have been underwhelmed by their options in choosing between the parties 

but they were certain of what they wanted and did not want for Taiwan; demonstrating 

how their partisanship is completely dependent on their ideological perspectives, a 

characteristic not at all displayed in Riggers explanation of the 4th generation. 

 

Table XXIII: Comparison partisanship between  4h political generation and 

Sunflower's political generation 

 KMT/ Pan-blue DPP/ Pan- 

green 

Independent/ 

neutral 

Don't support 

any 

2005 - 4th 

Political 

Generation 

29.4% 27.1%  --------- 30% 

2014 - 

Sunflower's 

political 

generation 

30.25% 39.4% 30.2% 0% 

Source: Author based on TEDS 2005 and TEDS 2014 

 

8.4 Democracy  

When considering democracy and drawing comparisons between the Sunflower's 

political generation and the 4th political Generation, it is difficult because there is a lack 

of data from the 4th generation on this topic. The comparison has to be drawn purely 

from quantitative data collected in 2006, which belongs to the 4th political generation 

and qualitative data collected in 2015, which belongs to the Sunflower's political 

generation. Despite this complexity with the data comparisons there is an undeniable 

difference between the emerging sunflower generation and that of the 4th generation 

outlined in previous research.  

 

When defining democracy the 4th generation places the greatest emphasis on the 

importance of freedom. However in contrast to this the sunflower generation display a 

much greater concern for a participatory democracy. The reasons for these differences 
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can largely be explained as a result of the experiences of the two generations. For the 

Sunflower generation their responses clearly demonstrate that they believe their 

democracy is threatened, they want to push for greater democracy. This is supported in 

the sense that almost all of the respondents were dissatisfied with the current levels of 

democracy. In contrast to this the 4th generation are characterised as being mostly 

satisfied with democracy as it is and wanting to simply maintain their freedom of 

speech and have a responsive government. 

 

8.5 Political engagement 

One of the main differences between the 4th political generation and the Sunflower's 

political generation, is their political engagement, they are opposites. The 4th political 

generation was totally disengaged with politics while the Sunflower's political 

generation's was more politically engaged and socially engaged. In particular, after the 

Sunflower Movement in 2014, many students became involved in different social 

movements: Anti-Nuclear movement, Homosexual rights, Anti- Death-Penalty 

movement, protests against the Asian Infrastructure Bank.  

 

It is interesting to observe that in 2006, according to the East Asian Barometer,  98.3% 

of people between 17-24 years old never attended a demonstration, protest or march and 

only 1.7% said that went to one more than once. In addition, 96.8% of people never got 

together with others to raise an issue or sign a petition, 1.7% said that they had more 

than once and 1.5% had only once. Furthermore, regarding their interest in politics, 

28.9% were said to be somewhat interested, 38% not very interested and 30% not at all 

interested. 

 

On the other hand, the trend of not being interested in politics has been reversing in 

recent years, in particular in 2014, according to TEDS, 12% of those between 20-29 

were very interested in politics, 48% were interested, 35% were not very interested and 

6% not interested at all. Overall 60% of the young were interested in politics. This is a 

huge difference, because in 2006, 68% of the young were not interested in politics. 

The data clearly portrays that political engagement among young can be explained 

according to generational factors. The 4th political generation apart from the transfer of 

power between the KMT and DPP, did not experience important social movements or 
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political movements. On the contrary, the Sunflower's political generation not only 

experienced the emergence of the Sunflower Movement but also the re-emergence of 

the civil society and social movements. 

8.6 Political socialisation  

Despite it can be argued that the 4th political generation and the Sunflower's political 

generation went through similar political socialisation processes and agents, the agents 

themselves can hold different degrees of influence depending on the political 

generation.  

 

For the 4th political generation the main agents of political socialisation were  families, 

school, universities and in particular the curriculum. The 4th political generation 

experienced the transfer of power of the KMT and DPP, so their worldview is 

influenced by that dichotomy. This explains how among the 4th political generation 

there are some people who perceive themselves as both Chinese and Taiwanese as well 

as their cautious stance on the Independence vs unification issue.  

 

The Sunflower's political generation was influenced by three main agents, school and 

university curriculum, university professors and peer groups. The school curricula was 

important because they experienced the "Taiwanization" of Taiwan, they were one of 

the first to be submerged in it. Most of the students  interviewed, also pointed out the 

importance of their university professors. They encouraged them to be involved in the 

Sunflower Movement and in politics. It is interesting because most of the students 

interviewed, mentioned the role of their professors. One question that arises from this is 

to what degree the professors's contribute to the Sunflower Movement and other social 

movements? This question deserves more attention, however, is not the goal of this 

research.  Another important agent was the peer group. For the emergence of the 

Sunflower movement and social movements, this agent was fundamental. Prior to the 

Sunflower Movement, the peer group was an agent of political socialisation to prevent 

individuals from being involved in politics. Among the youth there was a widespread 

idea that people involved in politics were crazy. To some extent, that idea operated by 

that agent served, to some extent, to atomise individuals, and distance people from 

politics. On the contrary, after the Sunflower movement, that idea completely changed, 

the young generation began to think that being into politics was something necessary to 
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change the political environment. The peer group, indeed, became an important agent of 

political socialisation, motivating and encouraging people to participate in public 

affairs. The data clearly demonstrates a generational difference between both political 

generations. Both generations are a result of their times See table XXIV. 

Table XXIV: Political socialization Sunflower's political generation and 4th political 

generation 

Agents of political 

socializaction 

 4th political generation Sunflower's political 

generation 

Family   X  

School, universities 

(curriculua) 

X X 

University professors  X 

Peer groups  X 

Source: author  

 

8.7 Opinion on China 

The opinion on China between the political generations is completely different, the 4th 

political generation had a better opinion of the mainland China government, even 

amongst members of the political generation there was a high level of acceptance of 

China. On the other hand, among the Sunflower's political generation, the dislike 

towards the government of China is evident and portrayed strongly within this age 

group. 

 

It is clear that there is a generational change between the 4th political generation and the 

Sunflower's political generation, If we compare this political generation attitude towards 

China and the 4th political generation, it can be argued that this political generation 

tends to dislike China to a greater degree.  The 4th political generation seemed more 

relaxed and pragmatic about China, whereas the Sunflower's political generation seem 

to be less pragmatic.  
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8.8 "Taiwanese nationalism" 

The levels of "Taiwanese nationalism" among both political generations is completely 

different. As Rigger concludes, the data presented in 2006 on identity, partisanship, 

independence/unification and attitudes towards mainland China, suggest that the views 

of young generation are not consistent with the "rising Taiwanese nationalism" 

discourse.
194

  

 

However, when analysing the data of the Sunflower's political generation, issues such as 

identity, independence/unification and attitudes towards mainland China, point  in the 

opposite direction; towards the rise of Taiwanese nationalism. The young Taiwanese 

perceive themselves as Taiwanese, they favour the independence of Taiwan, and what is 

more, they cannot relate to China because of conflicting ideas on the Chinese 

government.  

 

Rigger, in order to justify the lack of nationalism among the 4th political generation, 

mentioned that we should expect to see a strong correlation between "ethnic 

consciousness" and  negative attitudes towards Cross-Cross Strait relations.
195

 However,  

it does not necessarily have to be like that. Most of the students interviewed who said 

that they perceived themselves as Taiwanese and wanted the independence of Taiwan, 

also were realistic about the fact that Taiwan has to cooperate economically with China.  

As one NTU student said " I don't like their political regime, but I know that Taiwan 

needs China. Everyone needs china. But if there has to be a relation between china and 

Taiwan, has to be from state to state."
196

. As another student of international relations of 

NTU said: "The key question for Taiwan is where is the balance between national 

security and economic growth."
197

 

 

The reason they want to cooperate with China is because they see cooperation as a 

product of capitalist globalisation. For young people, the globalisation has kidnapped 

Taiwan's space of political maneuver. For them having to deal with China is mandatory 

rather than an option. As one NCCU respondent said "I think that Taiwan needs China 

                                                 
194

  Shelley, Rigger, "Taiwan's rising rationalism: generations, politics, and "Taiwanese 

 Nationalism". Policy Studies 26 (2006): 31, 
195

Ibid,  8. 
196

 Interview 3. See Appendix.  
197

 Interview 19 y 20. See Appendix. 
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but they don't need us, that's the globalisation, and it's dangerous.  We have to develop 

more and we have to be better."
198

 

 

Only one student suggested that Taiwan does not need China. " I think that the need for 

China is an idea that comes from the government. We have big industries, Foxcom, we 

can cooperate with China, but I think that Taiwan has a lot of potential to grow as an 

independent country. "
199
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 Interview  11. See appendix.  
199

 Interview 17. See appendix.  
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9. Chapter 9 - Implications for Cross-Strait relations 

The existence of the Sunflower's political generation, poses different challenges to 

Cross-Strait relations.  

 

In the short-term, the Sunflower's political generation has demonstrated that they will be 

the watchdogs of the government. This research demonstrated that it had the power, at 

least, to slow down any movement made by the government towards a closer relation 

with mainland China. It is true that it looks like the Ma administration still intends to 

pass the CSSTA in its original format
200

. However, the Sunflower's political generation 

will be watching.  A clear example is the last 9-1 elections, in which the KMT lost in 

most of the cities of Taiwan. This was clearly linked with the influence of the young 

people who demonstrated their rejection of Ma's mainland policies and subsequently 

moved to punish his administration.  

 

One of the clear successes of the Sunflower's political generation was that it awoke the 

civil society and social movements. The civil society can play a fundamental role in the 

future development of Cross-Strait relations because it can push the government to 

move in any direction desired by the Taiwanese. It can also act as a counterbalance in 

the sense of Two-Levels theory coined by Putnam
201

. If the Taiwanese government at 

any point has to deal with the mainland China government, it will have to be careful, 

because behind, the domestic opinion will be watching.  

 

In 2016, Taiwan will hold its presidential elections, which ultimately will change or 

maintain the course of Cross-Strait relations. Looking back at the past 9-1 elections of 

2014. It is possible that the Sunflower's political generation will be again one of the 

deciding factors that will contribute to the outcome. According to the in-depth 

interviews there seems to be a big anti-KMT sentiment among the young, conversely, 

most of them support the DPP or Pan-Green parties. However, the quantitative data 

(TEDS 2014) suggests that the KMT is still alive. Therefore, if the Sunflower's political 

                                                 
200 J. Michael, Cole,  "Was Taiwan's Sunflower Movement successful?" The Diplomat, July 1, 

 2014,  http://thediplomat.com/2014/07/was-taiwans-sunflower-movement-successful/ 

201
  Robert Putman,  "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games", 

 International Organization 42, no.3, (1988): 427- 460. 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

108 

 

generation wants to make "the KMT collapse" as some pointed out. They will have to 

discuss and will have to convince the supporters of the KMT that according to their 

understanding, there are other political parties that can also help Taiwan.   

 

Another, feature of the Sunflower's political generation is their support to small political 

parties. Perhaps, the 2016 elections will be the rise of some small parties. However, it is 

difficult to predict which parties are going to achieve good results and whether or not it 

will have a real impact on the political landscape.  In addition, the emergence of the 

Sunflower's political generation and its demands of social justice, it might inject to the 

2016's presidential elections a more traditional cleavage such as "class". Therefore, the 

success of the parties running for the elections will be resultant of their ability to 

accommodate the demands of the youth.   

 

In the long term, there are more doubts about the possible impact of the Sunflower's 

political generation. 

 

According to the in-depth interviews, they clearly support the independence of Taiwan, 

however, according to the quantitative data provided by TEDS 2015, the independence 

is not supported by the majority of Taiwanese society. If the Sunflower's political 

generation desires to push towards independence through participating in future 

elections or demonstrating in the streets, the Sunflower's political generation will have 

to initiate a dialogue with the other agents of society to convince them that Taiwan can 

be a independent state recognised by the international community. However, they also 

know that on the other side of the Strait, China is watching every movement, not only of 

the Taiwanese government but also of civil society. One student said that China was 

shaken after the Sunflower Movement, the PRC's government did not expect the 

emergence of this new generation. Beijing’s leadership was apparently shocked by 

Taiwan’s anti-China protests in the Sunflower Movement and a mass rally in Taipei on 

March 30, which attracted more than half million protesters. In order to understand what 

was really going on in Taiwan, President Xi invited Dr James Soong, chairman of 
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Taiwan's People First Party and former governor of Taiwan under KMT government in 

the 1990's to visit Beijing on May 7
202

.  

 

Indeed, the PRC is not going to support any independent movement, and that poses a 

clear challenge for the Sunflower's political generation. However, against all the 

conventional wisdom that points out that Taiwan's future depends only on China, the 

young generation, know that the PRC's government is a wall that prevents Taiwan from 

becoming independent, however, they seem to have found some  breaches on the "Great 

Wall". The Sunflower's political generation profoundly believes in democracy as well 

as holds democratic values. If the interlocutors are PRC's government vs young 

Taiwanese, PRC's government vs ROC government, or PRC's government vs 

Taiwanese civil society, they are bound to be insurmountable barriers resultant of their 

differing belief systems and values. However, the Sunflower's political generation 

believes that the real interlocutor of China might be with the young generations of 

Chinese; according to one of the students interviewed, "they want democracy as we 

want". Some students do not perceive young Chinese as enemies. In fact, some of them 

believe that the dialogue between young Taiwanese and young Chinese can provide an 

ideal opportunity to open a new path for Cross-Strait relations, in which the mutual 

understanding might not depend on the differences resulting of the Cold War or the 

Chinese Civil war, but in differences that might be solved under the umbrella of shared 

democratic values.  

Nevertheless, the scenario in which the dialogue between the Taiwan strait can be led 

by the two young generations, seems to have an important hurdle. Time. It is difficult to 

know how long the PRC's government is willing to wait. If China pushes the unification 

of Taiwan, that will jeopardise the desire of those supporters of  independence. This in 

itself will pose another challenge for China, the Sunflower's political generation cannot 

relate to China, they dislike the PRC's political regime and its government. This in turn 

can trigger tensions with implications of an unforeseeable magnitude.  

 

Alternatively, if by the time the Sunflower's political generation become the political 

elite, Taiwan is still independent. We can expect to see policies favouring Taiwan's 

                                                 
202

 Parris H, Chang, "Beijing's Unification Strategy Toward Taiwan and Cross-Strait Relations",  

 The Korean Journal of Defense Analysis 26, no.3 (2014): 311.  
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independence or options in which Taiwan will keep high levels of autonomy from the 

future politicians. This however does not necessarily mean war.  It seems clear that 

none of the sides involved is interested in war, and this should especially be true after 

having developed  closer economic ties. 

 

Some analysts think that Taiwan's future only depends on China, however, the 

generational differences among  new generations can change the course of Cross-Strait 

relations, leading them, to scenarios that haven't been fully explored. What is true is that 

the Sunflower's political generation will be one of the agents that contribute to the 

future of Cross-Strait relations. 
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10. Chapter 10: Conclusion 

The main goal of this thesis was to answer different questions regarding the Sunflower 

Movement, the Sunflower Political generation and Cross-Strait relations and to compare 

the Sunflower's political generation with the 4th political generation.  

 

Having completed this research, it seems clear that the Sunflower movement was a 

turning point in the history of Taiwan, being a catalyst for a new political generation. 

Everyone who was interviewed pointed out how the Sunflower Movement changed 

everything.  The Sunflower Movement was a historical event that was the ending of one 

political generation and the birth of a new one.  

 

When analysing the political values and attitudes towards Cross Strait relations  held by 

the Sunflower's political generation, it is clear, that they are different from those held by 

the 4th political generation. Among the eight political values and attitudes studied, the 

majority highlight at least some differences between the two generational groups, and 

on many occasions can be categorised as being at opposite ends of the scale from one 

another. It is clear that amongst both generations there is a sense of homogeneity 

regarding their political values and attitudes towards Cross-Strait relations. It is these 

clear cut yet often opposing perspectives that clearly demonstrates that they are 

different political generations.  

 

The Sunflower's political generation, is indeed, a product of the Sunflower Movement, 

most of the students who were interviewed pointed out that the Sunflower Movement 

changed everything, for them, the student movement was a turning point in their lives, 

there was a before and after. One said NCCU student "it changed the whole generation 

and the future of Taiwan. If the Sunflower Movement wouldn't have existed, the people 

would never have awoken. After the Sunflower Movement, people had new ideas"
203

 

 

When discussing the main features of the Sunflower's political generation, 6 can be 

found.  They have a sole "Taiwanese" identity, they favour the independence of Taiwan, 

despite some still hope to maintain the status quo. They support Pan- Green parties and  

dislike the Chinese government, they have strong democratic values such as justice and 
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 Interview  13. See Appendix.  
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equality and they  are more political engaged than their predecessors.  It is not a 

coincidence that all these values form a high level of nationalist complex, therefore, as a 

consequence of having these values, if they become the political elites of Taiwan, their 

attitudes will not be as pragmatic as the 4th generation but more oriented to favour 

Taiwan.  

 

However, instead of mythologising the Sunflower's political generation and its success, 

it is important to demonstrate that there are limitations to its capabilities and evidence to 

suggest that the Sunflower's political generation is not as big as originally hypothesised.  

Firstly, some of the students mentioned that they had friends who did not care about 

politics. According to TEDS 2014, there is still a 31.9% of people from 20 to 29 years 

old who are not interested in politics. One NCCU student said that she seldom discussed 

politics with her friends, as she said  "because in Taiwan's culture, some people are not 

aware of politics, if you discuss politics with some people, some will think "oh, you are 

boring", so most of the time, I won't discuss politics with my friends" 
204

. Secondly, 

despite the existing anti-KMT sentiment among the students, the KMT maintains 

support from 26% of the people between 20 and 29. This evidences a second group 

outside of the Sunflower Movement. This is relevant as even though some people 

perceive themselves as Taiwanese, they will still vote a political party that favours 

closer relations with China.   

 

These factors  demonstrate  the existence of a sector of young people who did not go to 

the Sunflower Movement, and possibly, don't share the same political beliefs as them. 

This means that not all young Taiwanese belong  to the Sunflower's political generation. 

It can therefore be concluded that not all the members of the youth experienced the 

emergence of the Sunflower Movement in the same way. This proves the existence of at 

least, two generational units: Those who belong to the Sunflower's political generation, 

and those who don't. A relevant area for further exploration is to investigate how big the 

Sunflower's political generation is? So far this research has provided evidence to 

suggest that although the Sunflower political generation does not stretch across the 

entire youth of Taiwan, it is however big enough to influence domestic politics in 
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 Interview  18. See appendix.  
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Taiwan. This is evidenced primarily in the outcome of 9-1 elections and some social 

movements after the Sunflower movement. 

 

It is also important to mention that this thesis only interviewed 21 people. Despite most 

of the students showed to have similar political values and attitudes and proved a 

correlation between the discourse of Sunflower Movement and their political ideas , it is 

worth mentioning that they do not represent all Taiwanese young people.  

 

When comparing the 4th political generation with the Sunflower's political generation,  

it is evidenced that they differ in almost every aspect studied. However, it is true that at 

the moment, both political generations are co-existing in Taiwanese society. Both 

political generations have the ability to influence one another.  

 

Can the Sunflower political generation convince the 4th political generation to be more 

politically engaged? The emergence of the Sunflower political generation, not only 

opens a dialogue between the power and the youth but also, a dialogue between existing 

political generations. If the Sunflower's political generation desires to seek more 

political power, it should initiate dialogue with the other political generations. This idea 

is fascinating, and it opens more paths to future research on the possible impact of the 

Sunflower's political generation on the other political generations. This political 

generation has brought out new ideas and problems that need to be addressed.  Does the 

independence of Taiwan depend on the ability of the Sunflower's political generation to 

convince the people who support the status quo?  

 

In one interview, one student said that students went to protest because they have 

imagination. What is true is that the Sunflower's political generation is able and willing 

to inject imagination to solve the problems that Taiwanese society is facing. It is 

possible that the conflict between China and Taiwan is not going to be solved with the 

traditional discourses and old politics but with imagination. War? No. Imagination. Yes, 

and the youth have a great deal of that.  
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Sunflower's political generation Model. 

 
 

 

In-depth Interview 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you identify any 

key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

4th Political Generation 

 

Wild Strawberry 
Sunflower's Political 

Generation 

2000: 

DPP's 

win 

 

2008: 

W.Strawberry 

2014: Sunflower 

Movement 

Political Generations' development since transfer of power  
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10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

11. If no, why do you think you have not? 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in a 

particular manner, if so what was your response? 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  Why, 

why not? 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 

18. Did you participate in the Sunflower Movement? Why, why not? 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of young 

people?  

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

 

f)National Identity  

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the status-quo 

or independence? Why, why not? 

 

h)Partisanship:  

 

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and why? 

i) China 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 
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IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 1-2 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

 

a- Democracy means, you know, people have freedom to vote, different parties, 

freedom to protest, freedom of speech. 

b- Democracy means everything must be decided by people, people have the equal 

rights to decide their future.  There should not be a limitation.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

 

a- I think it's  important, that means, actually... because people are above the 

government, instead of government control the people. From this perspective, we 

should rule our country, instead of letting other people to control our lives.  

b- It is critical important, in contemporary society, because everybody needs to be 

respected and their rights can be protected by the people.  If you want an equal society, 

is by being able to decide you future, everybody should be equal in a fair society.  

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

 

a- I like democracy in Taiwan, but i think that it is not mature enough, it is a young 

democracy, it takes more time to people to understand that people should be involved in 

politics.  

b - Not satisfied, not at all. There are many things not mature. People think that they are 

in a democratic country but I think that they are not aware of the fact that Taiwan is still 

far from being a democracy.  People don't  know who they are, so they don't think about 

democracy. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

 

a- When I was a kid,  I was always  told by my dad, he was a local Taiwanese, he 

always told me about the difference between Chinese and Taiwanese, and about history, 

despite we speak the same language we are different.  When I went to the UK I realized 

that we were very different.  I start to realize that what my father told me was real.  My 

dad is a little bit crazy about politics! 

b - My dad told me, don't believe in history. That was the first hint for me.  That call me 

attention, and I started to seek articles and that's they way how i learnt my political 

values.  

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

 

a- I have the same values as my parent. But my sister does not want  to get involved in 

the political situation.  

b- In my family, my father is a real Taiwanese and my mum supports KMT,  my mom 

is from a family  from China, she really supports the KMT. So,  it's not easy to have a 

peaceful conversation about politics.  I have been trying to her change her mind for 

some years. 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 
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a-  I don't like arguing with other people, so normally I don't initiate the conversation, 

especially if they are Chinese. Because they have their opinion and I have mine.  

b- I discuss about politics pretty often, because it is very important that people have to 

be aware of politics, people were educated to not touch politics, and they have to be 

touched. It is important to discuss to change people's mind. If you discuss, you can be 

familiar with the world that surrounds you. I can't do a revolution but I can share my 

opinions.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

 

a- Yes, I think that the generation of my parents and grandparents ethnicity was 

important, they were more separate, for instance local Taiwanese, Chinese, Hakka.  My 

grandfather was always talking about that. In fact, they used stereotypes, for instance, 

Hakka is always KMT, something like that. Our generation is far from all these 

separations.  

b- I think that the difference is that the people from China now is 20%, but why so 

many people previous they thought they were Chinese? because of the education. We  

are from this land, from Taiwan. Before, Taiwan was  under the control of KMT and 

they promoted a Chinese identity and also there was a big repression. And we have a 

generation gap 

c) Political engagement 

 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why?ç 

a-  I think this is important because this is a democratic country, so people have the 

right to talk about politics, we have the right to evaluate politicians performance, 

sometimes, through discussion you can realize about lot of things.  

b- I think is critical important as well, because no matter how smart you are if you 

cannot get information. The foundation of democracy is to share information freely, so 

then it is not easy to be control. You can tell if the government is lying to the citizens. 

And people need environment to discuss freely without being scared. 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a- I protested in the Sunflower event, actually it wasn't scary as I thought. 

b- When I was in Taiwan I always have joined protests, but during the Sunflower 

Movement i was in Australia, so I shared lot of information on my Facebook.  

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

 

 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. Yeah, I think so, if you keep in silence, they are going to ignore you. But if you 

protest, then you can change things. This country should be controlled by the people.  

b. If you keep in silence, they will do whatever they want. So you have to go out, and 

protest.  

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

 e) Sunflower Movement 
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15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

a.-The government was having an agreement with China, and there was a lack of 

transparency during the process of passing it. They ignored the people, they didn't listen 

to the people.  

b- This issue has two dimensions. the first one the so called CSSTA and the second one 

is the procedure justice. The first one, the CSSTA will lead Taiwan and China to be in a 

common market. This means that people from different countries will be able to move 

freely, and China wants to take over Taiwan. so if we open Taiwan, Chinese will come 

here, and it will be done. the CSSTA will betray our country.  The second is about the 

procedural justice, that CSSTA was not discussed with the people, and that concerned 

us a lot. It shouldn't be decided by only one political party. We need to know what is the 

real content of the agreement and the advantages and disadvantages. And that 

agreement was passed in 30 seconds! It's crazy! 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

 

a-  I think It was important because this event, because the event was hold by students. 

There was not a specific party, that means that it was the real voice of the citizens. This 

event rise awareness towards politics, people need to control Taiwan's political 

situation. After the Sunflower Event lot of people went out, the young generation just 

realized that If we want to change this country we should really do something. This 

event inspired people to take control of our future. and after this event, the KMT lost the 

elections in November.  

b- For me I think the Sunfower movement was very very important. Every revolution 

needs a spark and the Sunflower Movement was the spark. The people with the same 

ideas they won't feel they are not alone anymore. They created a new environment, and 

told to the young generation, you can go out, and you have the power to change things. 

That's a very important message for the young generations. the young generation said 

that they don't want to accepted what the older generation arranged. 

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

 

a- I don't know... 

b- I think it had a super impact, because the Sunflower Movement, then, the CSSTA 

would be passed, and China finish their job. Now people ideas have changed, so people 

are going to be aware of any movement regarding China. 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

 

a-  My father said, it's about time for young people to protest. Because the students 

represent the change, because they have different values. And probably if Taiwan 

unifies to China, that won't affect the old generation, because they have done what they 

had to do.  But for young generation will be a huge impact.  I really felt that my future 

was in danger. 

b-  I think that parents didn't join us because they never touched politics, they lived 

under the shadow, old generation don't think about politics, they feel that can do 
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nothing, so they gave up a long time ago. they feel deeply that cannot anything, evey 

some of them they tried.  

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

 

a-  After the sunflower Movement I became more active, before I always thought that 

politics was really far. Now i don't feel alone, now I feel that more people have the 

same ideas. Now you can say openly that you love Taiwan. My values now are shared 

by many people.  

b- I already have some ideas, but It changed some things, because now I can see hope. 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a-  Taiwanese. I was born here. I dislike Chinese government they want to take over 

Taiwan. so I don't like them. I don't want to be Chinese.  

b- Taiwanese. no doubt, it's a fact, we are different country with different histories, 

people, social structures, everything is different and our language was brought by the 

KMT. Don't forget we are a small island but we are 20 millions, we are bigger than 

Australia! We are different countries.  

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a- Independence, because I want to have a passport saying that I'm from Taiwan. It's 

really annoying that now we cannot be independent. 

b-  Independence, because it's a fact, we are actually independent from China. If you 

want to be a better country is by being independent. It is like living in a hotel, we don't 

want to live in a hotel, we want to live in our own house. We want to decide by 

ourselves, if we are not independent, our future will be decided by some other country. 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

 

a- it depends on the member, if the major in Taipei will run for the elections I'll vote 

him if not, Tsai Ing wen.  

b-I have a very simple criteria, I'll vote the party that recognize Taiwan as a our country.  

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

 

a- I don't like China, they don't have democracy , maybe we share some culture, but I 

really think that our standards of Chinese culture are different from those who have in 

mainland China. b- it is complicated, generally speaking, I just hate China, because the 

Chinese government killed my people, but now, China is not real China, people should 

be in different countries, the concept of China today is complicated. There are different 

people with different ideas, but I really hate the government. Now, the people in China 
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only believe in benefits, they have lost the good things of Chinese tradition. We share 

the ancient China. but after the Chinese Civil War there was a break.  

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 3 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

Democracy is that the people have the power and they can decide how they want to 

build their political system.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Of course, it's very important, people have to be involved in politics, because they have 

to check that the government does what the people want.  

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

Not really, Taiwanese democracy is still very young. It's true that democracy in Taiwan 

is better than in other Asian countries! but I think that we still need to improve it. They 

way how KMT rules tells you that democracy is under siege. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

University and friends. I study at the department of political science so that has 

influenced me. Everyday I need to know what is going on, maybe my political ideas are 

biased as a consequence of being a political science student. 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

No, they think completely different. They support KMT, and I will never support them.  

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

Yes, every day. Sometimes we don't agree, but the important thing is that we can 

discuss about politics and the conversation can go on. 

 

 

 

 

in your family, do you identify any key differences or similarities in your political 

viewpoints? 

Yes and no. There are some old people who were involved into politics and push the 

KMT to democratize Taiwan. But it is also true that older generations tend to be more 

conservative, they experience the economic boom and that material things made them 

more conservative. 

 

c) Political engagement 

 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

 

Yes it is, I'm involved in different groups, I organized focus groups at the American 

embassy, I'm also involved in political associations in my university, I organized a 

policy contest for high school students in Yilan and in my home town I'm in a group 

that wants to rebuild the old historic center. 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 
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My parents no, my friends yes, sometimes they mock me, and tell me, you are going to 

be e next member of e legislative yuan! 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

 

Yes, I. Taiwan there are some political victories. In changhua, the government wanted 

to build a petroleum compNy and we stop it. So yes, I think that we can change things. 

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

 

Well, before I used to participate in some discussions but I realized that it was 

meaningful, I think that social media is a tool. I prefer discussing about politics face to 

face. 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

 

The main reason was the procedural law. But then, became a movement with different 

goals, some talked about anti neoliberalism, some others about china. Personally, I was 

there because of the lack of transparency of the government. We cannot be insolated, so 

we need free trade agreements, the world is moving in that direction, it is is the 

globalization.  

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

 

It changed the way how people perceive politics. 

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 

 

It's a difficult question, people in power say that the sunflower movement was a student 

movement, but in fact it was also a social movement because there were also old people. 

Also I identify with people who we're protesting against the Cssta. 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

 

Because young people are suffering the consequences of the policies. 

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

 

Not really, I think that the sunflower reinforced my ideas. 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 
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Taiwanese, I know why some people say Chinese and Taiwanese, I see our cultural 

background but I was born in Taiwan. And that makes my Taiwanese. 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

 

I want the independent, actually we are already independent. But we don't have 

international recognition. People know that keeping the status quo is not an option. We 

will have to choose. I think that people have to be less scared and should me more 

educated in this regard. 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

 

None.  

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

 

I don't like their political regime, but I know that Taiwan needs china. Everyone needs 

china. But if there has to be a relation between china and Taiwan, has to be from state to 

state. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 4-5-6 

a) Democracy 

 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

a. For me, democracy is the way how people have the power to control politics. If the 

KMT does something wrong, the people can tell them to do the right thing. 

 

b. Democracy is the power of the people. 

 

c. I think that democracy is when people can decide the policies. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

a. Yes, it's very important because, otherwise, the people won't have the power to affect 

politics. 

 

b. Yes, I think it's a human right, people needs democracy to control the bad politicians. 

 

c. Yes, because that's the way how can decide their future. 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

a. No, it's not good enough. Democracy is beautiful as an idea, but in democracy in 

Taiwan needs to improve! there are some aspects that they are not beautiful.  
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b.Not good enough, the democracy and politics in Taiwan are about money, e KMT has 

close relations to big companies that want to buy Taiwan. The KMT does not care about 

the people. 

 

c. I agree with him, the politics are corrupted and they don't help the people 

 

b) Political socialisation 

 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a. I read lot of books and I learnt a lot at the school and discussing with my friends. 

 

b-.At the university  

 

c. Talking to my friends in the university 

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a-No, mine also vote KMT. 

 

b-Mine vote KMT. 

 

C-No, my dad supports Dpp and my mom KMT, I don't  like any of them. 

 

A- How is the relation with your family? C- Not bad as long as we don't talk about 

politics. 

 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

a. Definitely there's a generational gap, my parents had everything, a good house, good 

car, and Ithey are more conservative. I know that I won't have all of these things. I'm 

more leftist haha 

 

b. They think differently because they were educated under the KMT, we believe in 

democracy and we want to improve it. 

c. No response. 

 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

a.Yes, because the people needs to know what we think. 

b. Yes . 

c. Yes, I think the same. 

. 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a.Yes, in the sunflower movement, it was my first time. 

b. Me too. 

c. me too 
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12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a.My professors! They told us that we had to go because it was our duty. 

 

b.My parents threatened my. I'm from Hualien and I spent two days at the legislative 

Yuan, coming from Hualien to Taipei is not very cheap, so my mum told me that if I go 

to the protest they won't pay my university fees. So the third day I had to go back to 

hualien. 

 

c. My teachers encouraged us and some of my friends too. 

 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. I think that we can change lot of things, I'm very optimistic. 

 

b. I think the same. 

c. No response 

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

a.It was about the cssta and people protest against how the KMT passed the law. But 

you know? Some people say that the reason why the leaders protest was because they 

were anti-China. But I went to support the movement not the leaders. 

 

b.The KMT did a very un democratic action, so I went to protest. 

 

c. Me too. 

 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

 

a.Yes, you know? Young people didn't care about politics before and now they are more 

interested. 

 

b.Yes, it was very important, lot of people went to protest! 

 

c.Yes, it's true, I saw a lot of people! 

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 

b. Yes, we were all young people with the same problems. 

 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  
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a. Because we can see our future, we know that we are not going to have all these things 

that our parents have and we are afraid and concerned about our life's. 

 

b. I think the same,  

 

c. Me too. 

 

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

a.Yes, absolutely, I more aware now than before. 

 

b. Yes. 

 

c. Before I didn't care about politics and now I'm always talking about politics! Haha 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a.That's difficult! I'm Taiwanese! I was born in Taiwan and china is very far!  

 

b. I was born in Taiwan, we have our culture and even our Chinese is a little bit 

different. 

 

c. The same. 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a.I want to be independent, I don't like the communist party nor the Chinese political 

regime. 

 

b. In my heart I want the independent but I know that it will be very difficult to achieve 

it. China is a great power and we are very small!  

 

c. Yes, I don't want to be ruled by the Chinese communist party, we will lost a lot of 

freedom. 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

a.Dpp 

 

b.Dpp. 

 

c. None. 

 

i) China 
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25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. Yes people are nice, but I hate their system. 

 

b.I think the same. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 7 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

I think that people should do the laws, that's what democracy is. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

 It's very important, it's the way to counterbalance the people in power. Now we have a 

democracy for rich people, poor people should have the same rights 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

No, I'm depressed. I don't think that Taiwan is a democracy. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values? 

. My family and university. When the sunflower movement occurred, the teachers told 

us to join the movement.  

  

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

No, I voted a different political party.  

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

Everyday! I also some friends in mainland china and we discuss politics because we can 

see the two sides of the coin. 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

My parents think that politics are dangerous, also they voted KMT because they thought 

that the KMT has to run the economy. I think that's a widespread idea among old 

people. And it is not true. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

Yes it's very important, we need to say what we want and the government must to listen 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

participated in the sunflower movement, but also I worked in kaishung for a council 

member. I learnt a lot.  

 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

I think that they never encouraged me, I encouraged them. 
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13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

No, it's depressing, last year I graduate from nccu, and now I work as a civil servant and 

I see how the government works. They don't listen to the people, they are not going to 

change anything. 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

It was about the black box. You know young people are very concerned because they 

know that agreement is not beneficial for young people. Chinese companies have a lot 

of money, they are competitive, also Chinese students work hard and they are also very 

competitive. If they come here we won't be able to compete. We don't want to have a 

Chinese boss. 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

Yes, you know? Before my friends did not care about politics, they said tha politics was 

not their business.  Now they are always talking about politics. 

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
Yes, I identify with the sunflower and it's leaders,  we are all young and we have the 

same problems. 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

 I think that in Taiwan it changed people's mind and in china, I don't know, I know that 

my friend told me that the media that is controlled did not mention the sunflower 

movement, and the worst thing is that they made up fake news!  

As I told you, young people are concerned. Also because at first all the information 

about the movement was on Facebook, the leaders posted everything on Facebook. And 

young people use Facebook. 

 

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

I think it's obvious, I'm Taiwanese, I was born here, Taiwan is my homeland . 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

Independence. I don't like the political regime in china, I know it's difficult and we 

know that china has a lot of power but we need to keep our democracy, our small island. 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

Green Party, they are a new party, I really like their ideology 
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i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

It's a beautiful country, but I don't like their government, they don't have freedom, no 

democracy. I don't want that for Taiwan. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 8-9 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

a.The people have the power to decide their future.  For example ,if we vote to ma ying 

jeou, he should listen to the people and do what the people want. Parent 

 

b.The right to have a voice, voting and choosing our representatives as well as to have 

power to decide what we want. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

a.Yes, very important because that's the day to decide our future. 

 

b. Yes, because we need to be able to decide what we want. 

 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

a. Yes, in the sense at I believe in a democratic system and I know that Taiwan is a 

young democracy, however I'm very unhappy with ma and his government.  

 

b. No because I think that the government is not listening the people, it seems that they 

so whatever they want to. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a. From my family and friends. My parents used to take me to political rallies. 

 

b. My family and friends. 

 

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a.Yes, because they come from a political tradition that struggled for the 

democratization of Taiwan. 

 

b. No, I think that I think different,  

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

a. I always discuss politics with my friends and roommates, in fact we never had a fight 

because we have e same opinions. 

 

b. I only discuss politics with those who are interested . I have friends who don't really 

care about politics. 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 
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identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

 

a.I think that there are not different opinions among generations but among groups. 

People who vote KMT, DPP, mainlanders and Taiwanese, rich and poor.. 

 

b. Yes, my parents think that politics are dangerous and corrupted, and they told me that 

I don't have to expose myself to much. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

Yes, because it's important to being able to decide what we want. 

 

Yes, because if you don't participate someone else will decide your future... 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

Yes , I went to the sunflower movement, but also went I was a kid and Chen shui Brian 

was shot, my parents took me to a rally to pray for the president. 

 

Yes, I went a couple of days to the sunflower movement. 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

a. I participated because I was unhappy with the government. At e beginning, I saw ptt 

that something was going on, but it was not clear, however when I realized that it was a 

serious thing I went. 

 

b. I went because I life close to e parliament and for me was convenient. I was 

interested. 

 

11. If no, why do you think you have not? 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a.My parents did not encourage me or discourage me to participate. They were happy 

with my decision, because I wanted to participate. 

 

b.My parents told me that it was better to stay at home. 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. I think that we can't change anything, after the sunflower movement I was very 

disappointed because the KMT did not change, I didn't see any substantial change. 

 

b. Yes,  

 

e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

A The Kmt passed the "Fumao" in 3 minutes! I have to say that I haven't read it and 

neither some others, but the KMT was not transparent during the process. 
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16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

a. Yes because it made the young people to come together, also they changed people 

opinion. 

 

b. Yes, because it changed the Taiwanese 

 

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 
a. I think that sun awake the people, I think that yes because it made the Pfc angry, and 

now they want to control Taiwan media. To convince Taiwanese. 

 

b. Yes, now people think differently, they care about politics, before people didn't cadre 

 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

a. Because we have time, working class people do not have time to be involved in 

politics. Also our professor motivated us to go to protest. 

 

b. Because we have time, I didn't have any responsibility, so after class I could go to the 

protest.  

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

a.It hasn't changed my polical opinions. I think that it has enhanced them because before 

he sunflower I already had some opinions. 

 

b.Yes, before I did not care to much about politics, but after the movement I realize how 

important politics is. 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a. Definitely Taiwanese, because I was born here, we have a country wi laws and 

autonomy. Some people say that we share Chinese history and values, but that does not 

mean that we are Chinese. Some people say that the humanity comes from Africa and 

no one says that we are Africans, or Americans, they come from England, and they 

don't say that they are British. 

 

b. Taiwanese, because I was born I. Taiwan. 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a. Independence, I think that to work better, Taiwan should be independent, we are 

already independent, so we should go to e next step, however, to go to the next step we 

have to convince Taiwanese that we are Taiwanese. Lot of people have different 
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opinions on this issue. Those who support status quo do not understand the real problem 

or how china is. Also the problem for Taiwan is time. If we keep he status quo, it is 

possible that we will become unify. So we need to do something before it would be too 

late for Taiwan. I don't think that china will go to war, because we have some trade. 

 

b. Independence because I'm Taiwanese, I know that some people are sacred of china, 

we ar week, we want to imagine that we are going to be independent but we know that 

in some point we will unify to china.  

 

 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

a. Any but the KMT, any that can help Taiwan's interest. People do not trust ma. 

b.DPP 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. China is corrupted and the people do not think as the party. I have friends in mainland 

and some of them think that Taiwan is a country he ones who say that studied abroad, 

this is why they think like that's. I think that Taiwan needs china. But he relation should 

be as two separate countries. China wants taiwán because it has more power. It's non 

sense 

 

b. I don't like china. I think that they want Taiwan and they want to influence 

Taiwanese.  

 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 10 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

 

People can decide for the future of their democracy 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

 

of course¨, because under democracy people can by protected from the government 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

People can vote but it is not enough. I think that democracy is something more than. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

School and class.  

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

It is hard to answer because my family don't have one single value like partisanship so I 

influenced by this kind of diversity.  

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 
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Yes, especially in the Sunflower Movement, about very important things, CSSTA, 

independence. With some I agree and with others disagree.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

Taiwan's older generation is more conservative, they were in better place in the society 

and had the profits of the economic boom. But After the Sunflower Movement the 

started to be more involved in politics, and that's very different.  

 

 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

Yes, I think peole should care about politics, especially university students.  

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

Sometimes, because I m a journalist, so I need to interview all these people involved in 

politics 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 
Seldom, because in Taiwan the subject of politics is often ignored. When people talk 

about politics, it is very often that these people are crazy.  

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

Yes, of course, when people care about politics, they can show their opinion is very 

good,  if people don't care about politics, the government won't think about them. Look 

at the KMT and China. 

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

Yes, i get information on social media, and some activities started in internet. 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

The young generation are unpleasant about the government abuse of power.  

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

Yes, of course, because it was the first time that people occupied the legislative yuan, so 

it's very important for Taiwanese history. It was a very symbolic action. 

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
yes, because I can identify themselves because the movement was very pure, it didn't 

represent the KMT nor the DPP. politics in Taiwan are controlled by these parties. so I 

can identify with the Sunflower Movement because it was a very genuine movement. 

 

 

18. Did you participate in the Sunflower Movement? Why, why not? 
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yes, because I'm a journalist and it was a very important event. I participated as a 

journalist and as a citizen. It is an important activity because it against the way how 

government acts. The KMT didn't follow the legal procedure. And as I said, at the 

beginning it was a very pure movement. And also because fu mao is a very important 

thing.  

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

Very big, because It changed the opinion of civil society and the major of Taipei is an 

independent politician, these kind of things wouldn't had happened without the 

Sunflower movement because young generation were told not to be political engaged 

because their parents used to tell us that politics is dark and chaos. So this generation 

now is more aware about politics after the Sunflower movement. it is clear now, that 

people know that they can influence their government because before overlooked the 

people involved in politics. But now, people gather together, and feel that what they say 

is a big force.  

Yes, because China government has expanded its force in Taiwan, economically, 

politically and media recent years, But the movement said to China that the unification 

cannot be done very easily, because people in Taiwan want to be independent.  

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

Because older generation they have lost their passion, and this society has given to them 

what they need.  

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

Yes because I used to think that people cannot change the government, but after the 

Sunflower movement felt that the people have the power to change 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

I think I'm Taiwanese because I was born in Taiwan and my family is from Taiwan. 

Taiwan is not a part of China, I think that Taiwan has lot of special  things, geography, 

people.  

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

Independence. Because Taiwan has all the elements that a country has. so why can't we 

be a country recognized by the international community? 

 

h)Partisanship:  

 

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

I'll vote the force of epoch. They are a new party, it is ran by a lawyer, and they really 

care about Taiwanese society.  

i) China 
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25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

We influenced by China because of education, but China is an unfriendly country to 

Taiwan although we share a cultural background. I think that Chinese government is 

very rude and they are not a democracy.  

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 11 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

democracy, everyone can say something about public affairs, you have the right to vote, 

and when the government does  something wrong, people can punish them and correct 

them. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

It's very important because if there's no democracy, our voice might not be hear, or our 

government might violate some regulation. In democracy everyone has the chance to 

change something. 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

Not very satisfied, because I think that we have the right to vote, but if they do 

something wrong, we don't have the power to drag them down.  

 

b) Political socialisation 

 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

Mostly from class and media. 

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

 

No,  I think that I can change things, but they think that they don't have power. 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

I often discuss about politics with my friends because I'm in a club that we write news. 

Sometimes we have different opinions about different issues such as Taiwan 

independence and the government.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

We are quite different, we have more imagination about the future, That's important, 

because the old generation sometimes say that we have to obey the rules because we are 

weak and powerless. But also we have lot of of problems, the house prices are very 

high, we make 22 thousand, we think that we have to change, but they think that we are 

messy. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

It is very important, because without political activity we cannot change the thing or 

discuss  our problems.  

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 
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yes, at the sunflower movement and also I published news about the Sunflower 

Movement on the blog that I launched  and I organized a discussion group about the 

Sunflower Movement 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

because i think is unfair to sign an agreement without knowing the implications. The 

government didnt' explain us anything about it. Also, it is very unfair for our generation, 

because we cannot see the benefits of the Fumao. 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

My family think that the Sunflower Movement was a good event, but normally they 

think that politics are dangerous, they told me to protect myself 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

I think that we can change some things, 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

I think is a way to show that the whole generation is angry about the social status quo. 

Because  after the graduation we cannot live very well, I'm from Chengchi and I feel 

that anxiety, and Chengchi is a top university, if i still feel that, what about the other 

students? we have to pay the injustice created by the old generation. They enjoyed 

everything and that was problem for our generation 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

 

It changed many people like me, friends,  i didn't care about public affairs, and after the 

Sunflower, suddenly we were aware, we had to pay more attention, if we keep silence, 

there won't be any chance to change. 

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

I think the KMT was scared about that event. At the last elections, the KMT was 

defeated. It was a warning for them. They have to pay more attention to social justice 

because some people earn more, and lot of people can't survive, so they have to pay 

attention to this gap. 

 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

because we are very young  and we have more time and imagination. Older generation 

have to work and time is a privilege, and education is a privilege too, So that's why 

most of the people were young.  

 

 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

146 

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

Actually, I didn't hate the KMT before, but after that, I realized that our democracy was 

very vulnerable because of them.  

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

I think I'm a Taiwanese, because I was born in this island, I just think that Taiwan is 

already a country. Maybe we have learnt a lot from Chinese culture, I like their culture, 

but I'm Taiwanese and not Chinese.  

 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

I want the independence. Do you know the Asian Investment Bank? Taiwan has to be 

more independent, and we can seen as a country, and as a country we can be a member. 

a now we can't.  

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

Social democracy party. It is a new party. The leader is a professor of sociology in NTU 

and she was also the leader of yebaihe, it was another social movement.  

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

In taiwan we learnt about China and its culture, but I think that That Taiwan is different.  

I think that we have kept the traditional culture. From a political perspective, I think that 

we are different, but it is obvious that we share a cultural background.  

I think that Taiwan needs China but they don't need us, that's the globalization, and it's 

dangerous.  We have to develop more and we have to be better.  

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 12 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

Democracy is all the people of society decide how this country is going to be, discuss 

our future. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 
It is important, if no so, the government or the people who decide things, maybe they go 

in the way that do not favour people, and the government becomes the owner and the 

people slaves, so I think democracy is important because democracy is supposed to be 

the will of the people.  

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 
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In the middle, I don't think that Taiwan's democracy is mature enough to work well, 

because government does not know what people want, they perform thinking that they 

know it. If the government and the people become more mature, then Taiwan's 

democracy will develop. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

From articles, friends and family, writers, also from my parents, they are very interested 

in politics.  

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

Kind of, I've been influenced by them, but I still think by myself.  

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

I do discuss politics with my friends. It depends on what it is going on at that moment.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

I think my family is different because they are passionate about politics, and they don't 

like KMT, they don't agree with their values and political ideology. so we often discuss 

the issues. I think my parents are kind of the generation of my generation. They think in 

the way as we think. it is really strange! my parents friends are different. My 

grandmother think that we don't have to protest, because we don't have to break the 

peace, and peace is the most important thing.  My parents encouraged us, to me and my 

sister to participate in politics.  

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

I think that we have to more mature and sensible, many political activities are too 

emotional, and they don't think deeply about what they are doing. So I think political 

activity is important as long as people think about it 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

I think that politics is a very big concept. I do participate in my community activities. 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

I care, because it's about my life, I feel that my rights are not fully protected, so I have 

to protest. 

 

11. If no, why do you think you have not? 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

Some of my friends are not interested in politics but some of them a lot. I can always 

find people to go to protest. I don't know if my friends care or not about politics, but 

some of them don't show it.  

 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

No, I'm very suspicious about what people can actually do to change the government. I 

think people have a lot of power, but I think that government has a lot of influence to 
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change people's opinion. government pretend that cares about people, but in fact they 

don't care 

 

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

Yes. Specially i get most of the information from social media.  

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

I saw the status of my friends who went there before, and I was in class, and with 

discussed the topics into different dimensions, economic, social.  

 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

I think it is the awakening of civil rights, before, this event, I didn't feel the urge to 

participate, but in this event, most of people, awoke, and came out and show their 

concerns, they felt that they had power. It was the awakening of Taiwanese.  

 

 

18. Did you participate in the Sunflower Movement? Why, why not? 

I participated but not a long time, because I had to work and study but I still tried my 

best to participate, after school i went to protest.  

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

I think mostly impacted on Taiwan politics, especially, on society, I don't know if it 

crossed the line to the government, because I don't see any change in the position of the 

government, nothing new, I don't think that the relations with China and Taiwan has 

changed.  

 

People care about more politics, I think before we felt that people involved in politics 

were strange or crazy, it wasn't very common among my friends to protest. We didn't 

care about politics, but the sunflower movement changed everything, changed the 

concerns of society, and it is actually better to care about society.  

 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

Because we are afraid of our future. that is why the sunflower movement is comprised 

of this generation 

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

Yes and no, I think that opened new spaces, i helped me to understand deeply, it 

reinforced my ideas too. but my concerns are still there.  

 

f)National Identity  
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22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

Taiwanese, because it is obvious, why not? we have our government, our land, we run 

our country, we have a constitution, kind of... we share a cultural background withi 

china but we are different.  

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

Independence, but I think it is difficult because China is very powerful and has a lot of 

influence in International community- But I think that Taiwanese should gather 

together, and should know what they want. 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

DPP, I like Tsai Ing wen. 

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

It is a big country with a powerful economy but a very strict government. I have some 

friends in China and I really like them, sometimes we discuss about the Taiwan and 

China issue but we always disagree. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 13 

 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

I think it means people have the right to decide their future. I think that's democracy. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yes, because people can decide their future and it is a way to protect people 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

No, before the Sunflower movement I thought that Taiwan was a democracy, but after 

joining it, I found that it was not that good. Also some people got hurt in the protest so 

that made me change my mind.  

b) Political socialisation 

 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

I think from my family and school. Because I joined the movement, my family told me 

that politics was dirty, that I didn't need to touch them. And my school encouraged me 

to protest, and they remind us the important of democracy, so I joined the Sunflower 

Movement.  

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

I think after the Sunflower Movement I changed, because they thought that people 

shouldn't touch politics, but I think that I have to touch them, and decide my own future.  
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6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

Yeah, after the Sunflower Movement we discussed about politics a lot.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

We are very different, especially because their education, my mum and my grandmother 

were told not to touch politics, I think that the Sunflower movement changed society a 

lot. It changed my mind. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

Yes, very important, because If we don't touch them, if we don't say what we think, we 

won't change the things. Someone will decide for us. Political activity helps to push the 

government to listen us.  

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

In the Sunflower Movement.  

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

At first, I thought that it was a cool thing, and then I thought that the students who 

occupied the Legislative yuan would be in the history books, and I thought that I wanted 

to joined them, Later I realized that it was a serious thing about our future.  

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

At first, I thought that it was a cool thing, and then I thought that the students who 

occupied the Legislative yuan would be in the history books, and I thought that I wanted 

to joined them, Later I realized that it was a serious thing about our future.  

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

Yeah, I think so.  

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
Yes, because it changed my whole life. Before the Sunflower Movement I didn't think 

that our society was going under problems, I thought that democracy in Taiwan was 

very good, but after that it was like "oh, our society is not that good!" 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

?  Yes, I think it changed the whole generation of young people. young people want to 

change politics, before we thought that w couldn't change anything but after that, people 

started to think that we could change things.  

The sunflower movement also showed that we are not part of china. It questioned our 

history books  

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  
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First of all, we have time, they don't have to work. After class. all the students go to 

protest and also because they saw the event on facebook.  

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

before (the sunflower movement) I thought that I was chinese and Taiwanese but now 

I'm Taiwanese, i discovered a lot of facts that point that I'm Taiwanese, I'm not Chinese. 

My family came from China, but I was born here.  The KMT twisted the history.  

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

Independence, I think that Taiwan should be independent, because after that, we can be 

safe.  

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why?  

I think, I would vote the party with the best people, but I wouldn't vote the KMT, the 

control Taiwan. 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

maybe the culture is similar, and we share important traditional values, but we are 

different.  

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 14 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

People can choose their president and what they want to do. 

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yes, I think it's important because if there's no democracy, government can impose their 

rule. As before, the government had a lot of power on society. But now, we can discuss 

politics and we have the right to vote and we can change the president if we don't like 

him. 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

I think it's good that Taiwan has democracy, but not democracy is not good enough. 

Because the government is not doing what the people want. 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

When I was a child, I learnt them from my parents, the influence was very high, because 

my dad was always talking about how bad was the government. But after going to the 

university, facebook started to publish news so that helped me to develop my political 

ideas.     
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5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

I think that they are similar, because my dad changes his support. he sometimes does 

not support the government and I don't support the government 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

Yes I do 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

Maybe, the ideas are similar.  

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

Yes, it is important because if we don't participate in politics, we cannot know what 

happens, then the government can do some things without people's permission.  

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

Sunflower Movement and the protest about the schedule of workers of hospitals. 

There's no law about doctors, so if we have an accident, we don't have an insurance, 

according to the law, doctors are not "workers". Workers cannot work more than 80 

hours, but there is no limitation for doctors.  

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

Because I don't want to be Chinese! (laughs) because I think that it is necessary to have 

relations with China but people needs to know the rules. But the government did not 

explain the rules and the conditions. So they signed that agreement in private.  

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 
My friends encouraged me to go to the Sunflower Movement, I think that the young 

people were encouraged by their classmates and friends. 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

I think so, because the government needs votes, so if we don't like or they don't follow 

what we want we can change our vote.  

 

 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

It was a protest against the agreement between China and Taiwan 

. 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

I think so, because it told us that we can change things, participating in politics. Before, 

young, we didn't participated in politics.  

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
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Yes, I do, because there are lot of people that have the same mindset.  

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

Yes, I think so, It has motivated young people to participate in politics. For example, 

the mayor of Taipei, he wasn't a person with experience in politics, but now he is de 

mayor because the young people, we voted him.  

I don't think so, just  slowed down the agreement, but the agreement is still there.  

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

I think it was because of the media, facebook. Young people use facebook, more than 

the older, so we can get the news on facebook, and the government didn't show the 

news on tv, so the young people were very angry.  

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

Yes! 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

Taiwanese, because I've grown up in Taiwan and I have been in China, and I didn't like 

the environment. I don't think that we are similar, we only share the language and the 

looking. 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

I think that independence is the best, but it's very difficult, because China is there.  

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why?  

Maybe DPP 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

I don't like their government, it is not a democracy. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 15-16 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

The people have to have the power to decide their life and public affairs 

Yes, the people have to have the power to decide their public affairs.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yes, it is very important because it can protect the people.  
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Yes, without democracy, we wouldn't have rights.  

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

a. Not at all, Taiwan is not a democracy. 

b. No, that's why I've been engaged in social movements.  

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a. From school, we had a fantastic professor of philosophy and we spent every day 

talking to him about politics. We are really lucky because, when I met him, I was 

looking for the purpose of life, and he encouraged me to be involved in social 

movements' also listen to music or read books that talk about Taiwan. 

 

b- I also had the same professor. He also changed my political beliefs 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a. My parents support KMT, we are always fighting, we have a difficult situation 

because politics. It's a problem you know? Most of the students who went to the 

sunflower movement had this problem. 

 

b. Me too, my dad is Taiwanese but my mum comes from a Chinese family. She still 

thinks that the KMT is a good political party, she supports KMT. I hate them 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

We always talk about politics. I have some friends for the The states, we created a 

magazine to talk about Asian problems.  

 

Yes, all my friends are involved in social movements. 

 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

a. 30 or 40 age, the have a long time they don't care of politics. They are of the 

generation where there is a economic increase, they are in that age, they will think that 

if you are hard working then you will get something good, that is what they think. but 

then the older age like 50 or 60-70 generation they are afraid of politics in their 
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generation, they believe that if you are against or involved in politics it is dangerous and 

you will go to jail.  

 

b. They lived in the age of military law so they are very very afraid to get 

involved in politics or public events. But we are not at all, and we don't experience that 

kind of animosity, so you know it's ok. There are so many thing going on in our 

generation, we don't have a chance, and its so hard to live good and have good pay and 

find good jobs and to have money for housing or what we need. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

a. Yes, it is very important 

b. Yes it is. 

 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a. Yes, in occupy Taipei, in Miaoli, Sunflower Movement, Anti-Monopoly. 

a. I started at the Anti-Monopoly, Anti- Nuclear movements and Sunflower Movement 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

a. To change things. 

b. To be involved in the public life and my life. 

 

11. If no, why do you think you have not? 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a. No, At home, I always have problems.  

b. Me too, I always discuss with my parents... 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. you can change anything! 

b. Yes! the Sunflower Movement is an example! it brought hope! 

 

14. Do you or would you use social media as a means to be politically engaged? 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

a. It was very important, it changed people, it gave a sense of identity, people started to 

feel Taiwanese and to love Taiwan, before people were embarrassed of loving Taiwan. 
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b. Yes, very important, it was the spark, it was something that had to happen. Some of 

my friends didn't care about politics now, they talk about it. 

 

 

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

a. Because young people are concerned of their future.  The salaries are very low. 

b. I think the same, young people are afraid and fed up with the government.  

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a . It's obvious Taiwanese! 

b. Taiwanese. I was born here.  

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a. The independence of Taiwan I want more that the people have this self conscious, it's 

because more conflict it comes from, it's not from outside, it's not come from just like, 

America, they say that you are not independent, 

b- I think the most the best idea of  Taiwanese independence is not against anyone or 

anything.  It's our own, we don't have to tell others 

 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

a. None.  

b. DPP 

 

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. think it is that basically Taiwan and China are different political or social 

systems, its clear, really clear. And besides that i believe Taiwan has this development 

on interaction on culture on people on environment, and ideas on nature. An idea about 

how to live, what's the life. All the details in life are different from China. 

b. We are very different, Taiwan is Taiwan and China is China.   

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 15-16 
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a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

The people have to have the power to decide their life and public affairs 

Yes, the people have to have the power to decide their public affairs.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yes, it is very important because it can protect the people.  

Yes, without democracy, we wouldn't have rights.  

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 
a. Not at all, Taiwan is not a democracy. 

b. No, that's why I've been engaged in social movements.  

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a. From school, we had a fantastic professor of philosophy and we spent every day 

talking to him about politics. We are really lucky because, when I met him, I was 

looking for the purpose of life, and he encouraged me to be involved in social 

movements' also listen to music or read books that talk about Taiwan. 

 

b- I also had the same professor. He also changed my political beliefs 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a. My parents support KMT, we are always fighting, we have a difficult situation 

because politics. It's a problem you know? Most of the students who went to the 

sunflower movement had this problem. 

 

b. Me too, my dad is Taiwanese but my mum comes from a Chinese family. She still 

thinks that the KMT is a good political party, she supports KMT. I hate them 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

We always talk about politics. I have some friends for the the States, we created a 

magazine to talk about Asian problems.  

 

Yes, all my friends are involved in social movements. 
 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

a. 30 or 40 age, the have a long time they don't care of politics. They are of the 

generation where there is a economic increase, they are in that age, they will think that 

if you are hard working then you will get something good, that is what they think. but 

then the older age like 50 or 60-70 generation they are afraid of politics in their 

generation, they believe that if you are against or involved in politics it is dangerous and 

you will go to jail.  
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b. They lived in the age of military law so they are very very afraid to get 

involved in politics or public events. But we are not at all, and we don't experience that 

kind of animosity, so you know it's ok. There are so many thing going on in our 

generation, we don't have a chance, and its so hard to live good and have good pay and 

find good jobs and to have money for housing or what we need. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

a. Yes, it is very important 

b. Yes it is,  

 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a. Yes, in occupy Taipei, in Miaoli, Sunflower Movement, Anti-Monopoly. 

a. I started at the Anti-Monopoly, Anti- Nucler movements and Sunflower Movement 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

a. To change things. 

b. To be involved in the public life and my life. 

 

 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a. No, At home, I always have problems.  

b. Me too, I always discuss with my parents... 

 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. you can change anything! 

b. Yes! the Sunflower Movement is an example! it brought hope! 

 

 

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

a. It was very important, it changed people, it gave a sense of identity, people started to 

feel Taiwanese and to love Taiwan, before people were embarrased of loving Taiwan. 

 

b. Yes, very important, it was the spark, it was something that had to happen. Some of 

my friends didn't care about politics now, they talk about it. 
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20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

a. Because young people are concerned of their future.  The salaries are very low. 

b. I think the same, young people are afraid and fed up with the government.  

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a . It's obvious Taiwanese! 

b. Taiwanese. I was born here.  

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a. The independence of taiwan I want more that the people have this self conscious, it's 

because more conflict it comes from, it's not from outside, it's not come from just like, 

America, they say that you are not independent, 

b- I think the most the best idea of  taiwanese independence is not against anyone or 

anything.  It's our own, we don't have to tell others 

 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

a.None.  

b. DPP 

 

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. think it is that basically Taiwan and China are different political or social 

systems, its clear, really clear. And besides that i believe Taiwan has this development 

on interaction on culture on people on environment, and ideas on nature. An idea about 

how to live, what's the life. All the details in life are different from China. 

b. We are very different, Taiwan is Taiwan and China is China.   

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 15-16 

 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 
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The people have to have the power to decide their life and public affairs 

Yes, the people have to have the power to decide their public affairs.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yes, it is very important because it can protect the people.  

Yes, without democracy, we wouldn't have rights.  

 

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 
a. Not at all, Taiwan is not a democracy. 

 

b. No, that's why I've been engaged in social movements.  

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a. From school, we had a fantastic professor of philosophy and we spent every day 

talking to him about politics. We are really lucky because, when I met him, I was 

looking for the purpose of life, and he encouraged me to be involved in social 

movements.i also listen to music or read books that talk abou Taiwan. 

 

b- I also had the same professor. He also changed my political beliefs 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a. My parents support KMT, we are always fighting, we have a difficult situation 

because politics. It's a problem you know? Most of the students who went to the 

sunflower movement had this problem. 

 

b. Me too, my dad is Taiwanese but my mum comes from a Chinese family. She still 

thinks that the KMT is a good political party, she supports KMT. I hate them 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

We always talk about politics. I have some friends for the The states, we created a 

magazine to talk about Asian problems.  

 

Yes, all my friends are involved in social movements. 

 

 

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

a. 30 or 40 age, the have a long time they don't care of politics.they are of the 

generation where there is a economic increase, they are in that age, they will think that 

if you are hard working then you will get something good, that is what they think. but 

then the older age like 50 or 60-70 generation they are afraid of politics in their 

generation, they believe that if you are against or involved in politics it is dangerous and 

you will go to jail.  
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b. They lived in the age of military law so they are very very afraid to get 

involved in politics or public events. But we are not at all, and we don't experience that 

kind of animosity, so you know it's ok. There are so many thing going on in our 

generation, we don't have a chance, and its so hard to live good and have good pay and 

find good jobs and to have money for housing or what we need. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

a. Yes, it is very important 

b. Yes it is,  

 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a. Yes, in occupy Taipei, in Miaoli, Sunflower Movement, Anti-Monopoly. 

a. I started at the Anti-Monopoly, Anti- Nucler movements and Sunflower Movement 

 

10. If yes, why did you choose to participate? 

a. To change things. 

b. To be involved in the public life and my life. 

 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a. No, At home, I always have problems.  

b. Me too, I always discuss with my parents... 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

 

a. you can change anything! 

b. Yes! the Sunflower Movement is an example! it brought hope! 

 

e) Sunflower Movement 

 

16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

a. It was very important, it changed people, it gave a sense of identity, people started to 

feel Taiwanese and to love Taiwan, before people were embarrassed of loving Taiwan. 

 

b. Yes, very important, it was the spark, it was something that had to happen. Some of 

my friends didn't care about politics now, they talk about it. 

 

a. Because young people are concerned of their future.  The salaries are very low. 

b. I think the same, young people are afraid and fed up with the government.  

 

 

f)National Identity  
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22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

a . It's obvious Taiwanese! 

b. Taiwanese. I was born here.  

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a. The independence of Taiwan I want more that the people have this self conscious, it's 

because more conflict it comes from, it's not from outside, it's not come from just like, 

America, they say that you are not independent, 

b- I think the most the best idea of  Taiwanese independence is not against anyone or 

anything.  It's our own, we don't have to tell others 

 

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

a.None.  

b. DPP 

 

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. think it is that basically Taiwan and China are different political or social systems, its 

clear, really clear. And besides that i believe Taiwan has this development on 

interaction on culture on people on environment, and ideas on nature. An idea about 

how to live, what's the life. All the details in life are different from China. 

 

b. We are very different, Taiwan is Taiwan and China is China.   

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW- 19-20 

a) Democracy 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

a. think democracy is basically being in a country where you are free to do what you 

want without harming other, but you have the freedom to do your own choice. 

b. Democracy is chosen by people and represents people.  

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

Yeah! because if we don't have democratic governments, we are cannot be protected 

against the government. It is a protective wall against painful possibilities.  

The importance of democracy is that we have a government that represent us, not a 

goverment that rule for them, that's what happen in the past.  

 

3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

a. That's a tricky question! because I think, overall, I'm satisfied because we can choose 

our president, mayor, but a lot of people have twisted our democracy, you can see the 

media, it has become a completely mess, where people shout whatever they want, and 

they don't respect other thoughts, so democracy has become twisted. 
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b. think that Taiwan is a relatively young democracy, if we compare it with old 

democracy, UK, US we have done it pretty well,  it is a good start.  

 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

a.I think it depends on your background, because your exchange thoughts, and also in 

school, textbooks, classmates.  

 

b.For me, because I grow up in Canada, I was used to that environment, for me, 

freedom of speech it was in my environment, my family was more westernized so after 

I started to study international relations, my ideas came from professors and classmates, 

lot of people who study international relations have a lot to say.  

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

a.I think it is mainly different, when we talk about China.  the attitude towards China is 

the main different,  they think that Taiwan has to cooperate with China, but I think that 

that we have to be more cautius, we have more options.  

 

b.I think that the younger generation will say we are Taiwanese, but our parents 

generations will say Chinese, that it has to do with their education.   

 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

a. Yeah!, we agree. 

 

b.Yes, with some agree with other disagree, but we are mature enough to discuss about 

politics and to listen to each other.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

a.My grandparents are from Taiwan, they didn't come from China, they speak taiyu, 

they really do not like KMT, but I think for them, they lived in a time that they were 

suppressed, they didn't have freedom of speech, times were hard for them.  Now, they 

think that the KMT is an outsider  party. My parents lived in the US, they didn't' have 

lot of  contacts with Taiwanese politics.  and for me, I take into consideration what 

political parties did in the past, but I think of what is happening now.  

 

b.The old generation is influenced by the KMT, the more educated people they will 

think about the bad things about the KMT, in their minds, they know that they are not 

good. 

 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

a.Yes, because as students of political science, we know that we don't discuss about 

politics, if we don't change things, if you don't participate in those things, you won't 

change anything. but if you go and participate, and you listen to different stories, maybe 
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you can improve your thoughts, you can have an internal dialogue, it gives you more 

choices, you can think of your own thoughts. 

 

b.Political activity is vital, it consolidates democracy, people have participates in 

politics. Michelle Obama said that when everyone participates in politics we get better 

ideas , so I think that's very important.  

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

a.I wasn't holding the microphone in the Sunflower Movement, but I was there, so after 

class i went to listen some of the lectures. And now, if I see anything I discuss it with 

my friends or classmates, or if I read an article I'll post it on facebook. 

b. The same. 

 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 

a. my mum was very concerned, she called me, and told me that it was very dangerous, 

my dad told the me that I was studying political science so it made sense to go.  

 

b.My family had a different point of view, my family is very conservative, they thought 

that it was a dangerous place, but I knew that it was about my future 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

a. Yes, I think so, because if you don't participate, it is not going to change.  Also, the 

last elections, the KMT lost the elections. I was a little afraid because I wasn't sure if we 

had influenced other people, and it turned out that the KMT lost! 

 

b.It is a good question, it is difficult, but ultimately, at the end of the day we are 

pressuring the government, so in the long term, it might change. 

 

 

e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

a. I think it was about the trade pact with China, the legislative yuan didn't follow the 

agenda that were supposed to, I was worried about how our government did things 

without our consent.  

 

b. I think it was about China, the proposal of students, is that the government did not 

follow the right process. But in my point view is about China, people are concerned, 

they consider Taiwan as their 23 providence, we see how they want to influence Taiwan 

economically or politically. we have done some passed some agreements with New 

Zealand or Singapore, probably the government did the same, but no one oppose it, but 

when the government signed this agreement with China, it was a problem. we are 

concerned. I also think that the Sunflower Movement was created by the tensions 

between Ma and Wang, there are some conspiracy theories, some say that Wang let the 

students get in. People say that Ma doesn't have friends, but Wang has a lot of 

interpersonal relations, not only inside the party, but also with huge business. It seems 

that they are fighting for the ultimate power in the party 
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16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

 

a. I think so, previous to that, we didn't have a huge event in which young generation 

participate, it was crazy, my cousin from Kaoshiong came to Taipei with his classmates 

in a bus, i didn't expect that a political event could be so huge. It was an event that was 

followed by lot of people of Taiwan. That confirmed that politics are important for 

Taiwan. 

 

b. I think it was very important, because it helped to consolidate our democracy. It 

raised awareness of people of the whole country, lot of people were talking about it, this 

is very important.  you know, people discussed about it, it raised the level of political 

participation.  

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
a. I don't identify with the more aggressive way, but I think that signing this pact is 

essential for our economy, is sad but it is true. we have to set boundaries and be 

cautious 

 

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 

 

a. I think that political parties found how important the young  generation is, my 

parent's generation talk about business, but the young generation is more involved in 

politics. It is changing the idea that political parties are firm source of power. Before 

people thought is either DPP or KMT, now is like, if we want this big parties in charge 

of us.  

 

b. I think that the sunflower movement gives some boost to the opposition party, DPP 

and any party apart from the KMT, such as new parties and non party candidates. 

 

a. Yeah, I think it had a huge impact, it is alarming for China, before they might thought 

that the negotiations were easier, but after the Sunflower Movement put the alert, now 

the government has to listen to the voice of the people.  

 

b. I think that the Chinese quite shook, from my point of view, they want to change the 

way how Taiwanese think of China. They hope that Taiwanese can identify as Chinese. 

You can see the relation between the CCP and KMT. They know that the KMT is very 

unpopular because their ultimate goal is to unify Taiwan.  

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

I always said that I'm Taiwanese, I  never felt Chinese, I just don't really... I can see 

China's impact in my daily life. I don't identify myself with China and I hold a Taiwan 

passport. 
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I think that most of the younger generation consider themselves as Taiwanese. but I'm a 

little bit different. I say that I'm Chinese from ROC, if China is a democracy, I don't 

want to Chinese, the condition is democracy.  

 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

a. For me, status quo is pretty much independence. I don't know how we can push 

towards unification.  

 

b. I think that we want the status quo, I don't think that China will democratize in the 

short term. at the moment we are already an independent country.  

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

 a. I wouldn't vote according to political parties, I'll vote for people, I'll view separate 

candidates, I'll consider their parties, but it wouldn't be the main factor. So I'm from 

Tainan, so I'll vote for our major, he did pretty good job, I wouldn't vote him because he 

is supports DPP.  

 

b. I'll view candidates and their policies. Because even the DPP has disagreements in 

terms of how to deal with China.  

 

i) China 

 

25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

a. That's a good question! they say that they don't want to gain hegemony, but from a 

realistic perspective, military power and economic power leads to conflict. And you 

have to see all the countries as a potential threats. So I think that China is a threat for 

Taiwan.  The key question for Taiwan  is where is the balance between national security 

and economic growth. 

 

b. China will be the most powerful country by the end of this century, it will be stronger 

if it becomes a democracy. I think it is difficult, but I believe that it is the only way that 

they can survive. at the moment, the CCP can have a stable control because of economic 

growth and they spread this national pride. But we can survive, Taiwan is a democracy 

and that's our special feature, if we keep it, we can survive. 

 

IN DEPTH-INTERVIEW-21 

a) Democracy 

 

1. What do you understand as democracy? 

Democracy means that most people have the power to decide what they want.  

 

2. Do you think that democracy is important? Why? 

I think it is important because if you have many people that think the same, they should 

be listened by the government, and democracy helps them to have a voice. 
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3. Are you satisfied with the democracy in Taiwan? Why? 

So, so. First, in Asia, Taiwan's democracy is better than other democracies, but there are 

many things that need to change, Taiwan can be better. People in Taiwan they only see 

the surface but not the real problems of our democracy. They think that voting is 

enough but it's not. 

 

 

 

b) Political socialisation 

4. Where do you perceive you gained your political values?  

I think, my family, school and classmates.  

 

5. Do you have the same political beliefs as others in your family? 

Different with my mum but the same with my father. 

 

6.  Do you discuss politics amongst your peers and if so do you usually agree? 

Yeah, normally I agree with my friends. I discuss politics with my friends everyday.  

 

7. Thinking particularly about the older generations in your family, do you 

identify any key differences or similarities in your political viewpoints? 

Sometimes different, sometimes the same. Politics involve many things. 

 

c) Political engagement 

8. Do you think political activity is important? Why? 

It is very important, because political activity can improve society. 

 

9. Have you ever participated in any political activity? If so how? 

I participated in the sunflower movement because the sunflower movement was about 

improving the lack of democracy of our government, it made me very angry, so I joined 

the sunflower. 

 

 

12. Have any of your friends or family encouraged you to be politically engaged in 

a particular manner, if so what was your response? 
My friends and classmates encouraged me to join the movement, including my 

professors, many professors encouraged students to join the sunflower to learn about 

politics. 

 

 

13. Do you think that by being politically active you can change our political 

environment? Why? 

I think we can change things.  

 

 e) Sunflower Movement 

 

15. What do you understand about the Sunflower movement? 

It was about the procedural law. The government passed an agreement between china 

and Taiwan, that agreement will influence a lot of people. But it's a special agreement . 

The government didn't ask to the people what they want.  
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16. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement was an important political event?  

Why, why not? 

It was important because influenced many people.  

 

 

17. Do you identify with the Sunflower Movement in any regard? Why, why not? 
Yes, there are many arguments about the sunflower movement, some complained about 

the procedural law, some about the government and some just hate the government, so I 

can't answer the question because there were many people in the movement. 

 

 

19. Do you think that the Sunflower Movement had any impact on Taiwanese 

politics/Cross-Strait Relations? 
The movement had a short impact, Taiwanese are very forgetful, they forget easily.  

 

20. Why do you think that the Sunflower Movement was mainly comprised of 

young people?  

Because students have time, they have Facebook, and it was very important for the 

movement, I saw the movement in Facebook on March 20, I saw that my classmates 

went, and I also saw the discussions, many students.  

 

21. Were your political perspectives influenced in any way by the Sunflower 

Movement? 

 

 

f)National Identity  

 

22. How do you view your nationality? Why do you feel this way? 

I think I have thought the question many times. In the past I thought that I was 

Taiwanese, but now, I'm not sure. I was born in Taiwan, but Chinese influenced me, so 

it's difficult to say... 

 

g) Cross Strait Relations 

 

23. Regarding cross strait relations, do you favor unification, maintaining the 

status-quo or independence? Why, why not? 

I want independence, but if I were the president, I'll choose the status quo. Because 

china will attack Taiwan. I wouldn't like to upset china. If we become independent we 

would be very happy. But I want independence, because according to the law, I'm 

independent, and some countries recognize us.  

 

h)Partisanship:  

24. If you were to vote for one of the existing parties, who would you choose and 

why? 

I will vote Dpp. Because Dpp they can do better than the KMT. The KMT in the past 

did terrible things. 

 

i) China 
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25. What do you think of China? Do you feel you can relate to China? 

 

It is a big country, and one day will attack Taiwan if we do something. I think in the 

future, in 30, 50 years time, they will attack Taiwan, or Taiwan will unify to China. 

Some of my friends, they want to be independent now, even if china attacks Taiwan, 

because we are a democracy.  Now, Taiwan needs china, because Taiwan can make a 

lot of money and Taiwan needs money. 
 

 


