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摘  要 

    捷克共和國（簡稱捷克）自建國以來，與中華人民共和國

（簡稱中國）維持著正式的外交關係。2004 年，捷克加入歐盟後，

兩國關係更快速進展，乃因中國視捷克為策略夥伴。 

為了最佳檢視捷中關係，本論文採用新自由主義當作研究方

法，從國際政經的角度來探討，而非從國際安全的角度。 

本論文檢視了現任總統執政期間，捷克為深化與中國合作所採

取的各種措施。捷克總統曾積極地推動捷中經濟往來以及吸引中國

各種可能的投資。除了經濟合作之外，捷中兩國擁有正向的政治關

係。捷克政府改變了對中國既有的態度，從“因違反人權而譴責中

國以及對捷中進一步合作興趣缺缺”的負面態度大幅度轉變成致力

於“維持捷中良好關係、避開敏感話題以及發展實質的合作”的正

面態度。本論文藉檢視捷中已簽訂的協議以及捷克官員的言論來探

討政治面的議題。此外，也利用其中一個章節來探討捷克與台灣間

的非正式關係，以及此一關係如何影響捷中關係。 
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在歐洲的中部與西部地區當中，捷克並非是中國唯一有興趣往

來的國家，本論文透過維謝格拉德集團（Visegrád group）等四國與

中國關係的比較來探討中國是否給予捷克任何較為特殊的待遇。 

 

關鍵詞 

習近平、米洛什·澤曼、外商直接投資、台灣、歐洲聯盟、維謝格拉德集團 

 

  



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CZECH-CHINA RELATIONS  v 

 

 

 
 

Abstract 

Since its establishment, the Czech Republic has had an official 

relationship with the People’s Republic of China. The mutual relationship 

has been evolving in recent years, however notably from the year 2004 

when the Czech Republic join the European Union, which made her a 

strategic partner in China’s eyes.  

To provide the best examination of Czech-China relations, I use 

neoliberalism as a theoretical approach. I apply neoliberalism from an 

international political economy perspective rather than international 

security. 

During the current Presidency period we can examine steps that 

have been made by the Czech Republic to deepen cooperation with 

China. The Czech president has been actively involved, especially in 

economic engagement with China and in attracting possible investment. 

Besides economic cooperation, these two countries have had a positive 

political relationship. The Czech government has changed the unofficial 

approach from 'blaming China for violating human rights and lack of 

interest in further cooperation especially from the Czech side' into a focus 

on 'keeping good relations, avoiding sensitive topics, and aiming at 

developing solid cooperation'. This signals a dramatic change in focus for 

the Czech Republic. The political section of this research provides the 

examination of agreements and statements of government officials. One 

chapter of this section is devoted to unofficial relations between the 

Czech Republic and Taiwan and how it influences Czech-China relations.  

The Czech Republic is not the only country in the region of Central 

and Eastern Europe China is interested in. Comparing the Czech Republic 
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to other Visegrád group (V4) countries leads us to a question as to 

whether China provides any special treatment to the Czech Republic, 

therefore an analysis of V4 countries-China relations is also shown in this 

research. 

 

KEY WORDS 

Xi Jinping, Miloš Zeman, FDI, Taiwan, European Union, Visegrád Group  
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CHAPTER 1:  

INTRODUCTION 

The research will analyze foreign relations of the Czech Republic and the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC). In my research, I use an abbreviation “Czech” for 

the Czech Republic. “Czech” is usually considered as an adjective; however, from my 

personal experience, it is often used as a noun and short version of “the Czech 

Republic”. Recently, in has been announced that the Czech Republic will use 

“Czechia” as the abbreviation; however, I disagree with this decision for its phonetic 

sound, and I decided to use “Czech” instead.   

One of the significant reasons, why I decided to focus on the contemporary 

evolution of Czech-China relations is the year 2004, which links Czech to the 

European Union (EU). Each European country is relatively small and not all of them 

are very powerful, but what makes them strong is joining the EU and using a power 

of their united EU vote. For that reason, whichever agreement Czech makes with 

China, it is better if this agreement follows EU regulations, only then such an 

agreement will gain legal value which can be internationally protected. Another 

reason is that the Czech Republic became more attractive for foreign investors as the 

EU member. Therefore, Czech also became more attractive for China as a bridge to 

Europe. For China, relationship with Czech is a very strategic move for mainly two 

reasons. Firstly, because Czech has an experience with Eastern Bloc market, Czech 

businessmen can help China to penetrate former “Soviet market”, because of their 

knowledge gained during fairly recent history. Secondly, Czech can also help China 

to penetrate western markets. Before the Czech Republic started opening up to world 

economies, the country was heavily dependent on trade with Germany. The Czech 

Republic has not only good strategic location, which is now even more valuable, 

since the country is part of the EU, but the country has also know-how how to 

penetrate “Western” and “Eastern” markets, which also became more easily done 

since the joining the EU, which ensured easier trade within the EU. 

In the OVERVIEW chapter, I analyze the development of Czech-China 

relations since the Czech’s establishment with the focus on the Presidency of Václav 
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Havel. Václav Havel was the first President of the Czech Republic, this analysis was 

chosen to complement this research, because after introducing Havel’s Presidency 

term, it is easier to understand how significant changes current Czech government 

have adapted with Miloš Zeman as the President. Václav Havel and Miloš Zeman 

both became very recognizable in domestic politics as well as in the foreign politics. 

Despite the fact that their personal views differ, both of their influence on foreign 

politics are undeniable, this research examines a Presidents’ foreign policy practice, 

their ideological and material motives during the presidency periods. I would like to 

remind to a reader that examination of Václav Havel period is used only to better 

evaluate the situation of Czech-China contemporary relations and is rather meant as 

an introductory into the actual research, which follows. Václav Klaus was the Czech 

President from 2003 to 2013, his period is also examined in this research; however, I 

believe that the interest of Klaus was more concentrated towards the United States, 

rather than China, therefore, for evaluating his personal contribution to Czech-China 

relations I used only limited space in this research; the period before 2013 is 

examined thoroughly; however, not with a concentration on the President, which is 

not crucial to this research. 

In the research, I identify ideological and value preferences of Czech 

government officials and its impact on the Czech foreign policy, in consideration are 

also taken their material interests in the area. However, this research’s goal is not to 

evaluate Zeman’s presidency period. Because Zeman’s presidency period is still 

ongoing, the main goal of this research is to provide a study on the changes that 

contemporary Czech-China foreign relations have undergone and to demonstrate 

those changes on the current situation under the Zeman’s presidency. Despite the fact 

that in the Czech Republic President’s power is limited, I would like to prove on this 

research that President’s role limited by the Czech legislation is not an actual 

limitation on influencing foreign relations with a particular country, especially in 

matters of economic cooperation. I decided to divide Czech political history into 

Presidency periods because in the Czech Republic the President plays very important 

role in foreign politics, and it is very interesting to see how especially current 

President helps to shape prosperous Czech-China relations. Despite this fact, I do pay 

a special attention to economy and trade itself, as well as other topics and issues. 
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Besides political aspects taken mostly from the Presidents’ perspective, and 

which are described it the Section POLITICAL COOPERATION, the same section 

also deals with Czech-Taiwan relations and a part is devoted to China’s soft power in 

Czech. There is already existing research on Czech-Taiwan relations available, but in 

this study, Czech-Taiwan relations are examined from a different perspective, which 

focuses on how Czech-China relations influence Czech-Taiwan relations and vice 

versa. We can see an improvement in Czech-China relations during past several 

years, this improvement will be linked to the evolving of Czech-Taiwan relations and 

it will be examined whether those two (Czech-China and Czech-Taiwan relations) are 

influencing each other. Soft power is mentioned in the relation to China’s Confucius 

Institute project. I will discuss this topic because it is an important part of China’s 

foreign relations strategy. I will examine the situation in the Czech Republic. In the 

same chapter, I also introduce the issue of Tibet. In the Czech Republic, when it 

comes to media, they often criticize China for violating human rights. When media do 

so, they use Tibet as an example, then as the second example, they use Taiwan. 

However, I rather decided to elaborate more about Taiwan. I examine the issue of 

Tibet more in relation to political affairs; I use an example of Dalai Lama, who 

visited Prague many times. For the case of Taiwan, my elaboration is more 

developed. The main reason is because Taiwan is important for the Czech Republic 

from an economic perspective. In the case of Tibet, people talk about it in relation to 

an importance of human rights, but there is no other sphere of this relationship that 

would bring a significant benefit to the Czech Republic, especially from an economic 

perspective. Taiwan, on the other hand, provides a great deal of cooperation in many 

fields. There is an academic exchange, economic cooperation, as well as cultural 

exchange. Therefore, it is more interesting, and in my opinion more important, to 

examine how Czech-China relations influence Czech-Taiwan relations and vice versa. 

Next part of this section focuses on current the way how Czech strengthens 

ties with China, a visit of the China’s President Xi Jinping to Czech is used as an 

example of Czech’s success in attracting China. In the following part I elaborate 

about a sustainability, of Czech-China relations, I look into its institutionalization, as 

well as an opinion of the Czech society about the relationship and about China 

herself. In a matter of Czech’s attractiveness for China the EU plays a big role, 
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therefore, I decided to analyze in this part an identity of Czech society, whether they 

feel attached to Europe.  

The ECONOMIC COOPERATION section examines economic cooperation 

between Czech and China. Some scholars argue that politics are not necessarily 

closely tied to economics, but this research tends to support the thought that when we 

want to study politics, we have to take a closer look on economics as well. To stress 

the importance of economic cooperation in foreign relations, the theory of 

neoliberalism will be applied. The importance of economic ties especially applies to 

China’s foreign politics. It is known that China spreads her influence through trade 

and economic power. I believe that a combination of politics and economics in one 

research will provide an interesting perspective on Czech-China relations. In this part 

will be discussed Chinese tourists bringing money to Czech, Chinese investment in 

the Czech Republic, and Czech-China import and export. 

Lastly, in the section CHINA AND V4 I discussed similarities and differences 

with other Visegrád group countries (V4) and their relationship with China, in order 

to compare it to the Czech situation. For the comparison I am not using Central 

European countries, because Central Europe includes Austria, Czech Republic, 

Germany, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia; from these countries Austria and 

Germany are economically on a different level compared to the rest, and also 

considering historical background it is better to exclude Slovenia from the 

comparison – because the area of Slovenia1 was not a satellite state of the Eastern 

Bloc. I believe that for the comparison it is the best to take countries that were a part 

of the Eastern Bloc and that are considered as Central European countries as well, and 

also their economy is on a comparable level. After this specification, we end up with 

Czech, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia – these four countries are grouped together in 

Visegrád four (V4).  

  

                                                            
1 Slovenia gain an independence from Yugoslavia in 1991. Yugoslavia was not a part of Eastern Bloc 

since 1948. Because Slovenia by 1948 was part of Yugoslavia, I consider Slovenia being not part of 

Eastern Bloc. 
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1.1. MOTIVATION 

I have decided for this topic because of the field of my interest, which is 

China studies. I have been studying China, Chinese history and culture for past six. 

Last year I started to focus more on China from a political and economic perspective, 

which I now find crucial for China’s relationship with Czech. To connect China with 

the Czech Republic and examine their relationship was the decision made in order to 

make a contribution towards my own country. I see a gap in an available research on 

Czech-China relations. Especially the current foreign relationship between the Czech 

Republic and the People’s Republic of China have not been rigorously described, the 

biggest gap is in examining the recent situation of aforementioned relations, 

especially considering changes that have occurred during past few years. It is 

important to provide a thorough research on Czech-China relations mainly to the 

Czech readers to establish an understanding of the current situation, which is 

otherwise described only by online newspapers. Czech society is becoming more and 

more interested in China, especially because of business opportunities, which could a 

strengthened relationship and bring new future for Czechs in China’s trade. For this 

reason, it is important to provide relevant information not only to this group of 

business-related people but also to the rest of the Czech society as a possible tool to 

help them understand and evaluate changes that Czech-China foreign relations have 

undergone. As mentioned above, it is not only the Czech society who lacks an 

available research, but also academic society. For this reason, the goal of this research 

is also to increase an interest in further research in this field. My intention is to 

provide new information also to the Chinese side and outside observers, who, as I 

hope, might become interested in future further research. I believe that it is important 

to bring more research on China’s intention in V4, as well as in the Central and 

Eastern Europe. I see the importance in the ability to better understand China, who is 

becoming more and more powerful in the global order. 
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1.2. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

In the framework of this research, I would like to answer following questions. 

What significant changes Czech-China relations have recently undergone?  

What are the critical factors beyond economic concerns in China-Czech relations?  

Due to the fact that this research will be mainly established on the analysis of 

relatively complex sources, I decided to establish another sub-questions. 

What is the linkage between political and economic cooperation in the case of Czech-

China relations? 

Why does China have an interest in Czech, is there anything particularly special in 

this relationship, compared to other Visegrád group countries? 

How different Presidents influence the development of Czech-China relations? 

Are there any concerns that could negatively influence Czech-China cooperation?    

 

1.3. HYPOTHESES 

In my opinion, the year 2004 means a great mark in Czech-China mutual 

relationship history, because after the Czech Republic joined the European Union 

(EU) in 2004, the country had to adapt to new regulations and agreements. There is a 

common consensus among the EU that all member countries should follow the same 

path when it comes to cooperation with countries outside of the EU. After the joining, 

Czech started signing agreements with other countries involving economic, academic 

and other forms of cooperation. I believe that there have been recent significant 

changes in Czech-China relations, especially on the economic field. Those changes 

lead to more tight and equal economic cooperation between Czech and China. On the 

political sphere, the biggest change, in my opinion, is in the engagement of the Czech 

President Zeman; his presidency started in 2013; in Czech-China negotiations. I 

observed that during past few years, the Czech head of state has been actively 

supporting a prosperous relationship between China and Czech.  
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Besides obvious efforts of President Zeman, I argue that there are other actors 

recently trying to promote Czech businesses in China, especially in Shanghai. From 

the cultural perspective, I see the changes in the increasing interest in China. The 

Czech capital, Prague, is planning to establish a close relationship with Beijing, they 

are about to sign the sister city agreement. As far as I am concerned, in the EU this 

type of agreement is not an exception, the same type of agreement was already signed 

between numerous cities, for instance, Copenhagen, Madrid or Paris. But in the V4 

(Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary), Czech is the first country that will sign 

this type of agreement with Beijing, so far other countries have achieved to sign sister 

city agreements with Shanghai and other Chinese cities, but not with China’s capital. 

I argue that economic side of Czech-China relations is probably the most 

crucial, but it could not exist without adequate political support. Therefore, I suggest 

that political affairs are equally important. When looking at the current situation, I 

believe tourism should be mentioned as one of the factors that influence Czech-China 

relations. For the Czech Republic, tourism is an important source of money income. 

In my opinion, especially after sanctions placed on Russia, there are fewer tourists 

that are willing to spend money in Czech. In this situation, when Czech is looking for 

another customer that can afford to spend money while traveling in Czech, China 

could be a perfect target. Personally, I see a good example of the importance of 

tourism in the establishment of direct flights between Czech and China, which will, of 

course, be in favor of businessmen as well. Having a proof of the effort to make 

commuting between the two countries easier is a good evidence for active 

improvement. 

Another factor that shows us the level of understanding and prosperity of 

mutual relations is the number of foreign people living in the country. In the case of 

my research, I believe it is important to examine if the number of Chinese people 

living in Czech in increasing. In my opinion, we can see an increase in Chinese living 

in Czech and that proves a raising interest of Chinese and China in general in Czech. 

Lastly, I consider China’s soft power as one of the factors influencing 

relations between China and other countries. When I specifically look at European 

countries, then Confucius institute should be mentioned. In the Czech case, Confucius 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CZECH-CHINA RELATIONS  8 

 

 

 
 

institute can influence Czech-China relations, especially because of the capital they 

can afford to use. I assume that this influence will not be crucial for Czech-China 

relations, because I am not aware of any evidence, which shows spreading the 

influence of the Confucius institute outside of the home city, Olomouc. 

In my opinion, political and economic cooperation are tied closely together. 

Some might argue that this occurrence is not essential because there can occur a 

situation when political cooperation is ongoing, together with academic, but not 

economic cooperation. I argue that such a cooperation would be to some extent 

vague. For good and boosting mutual relations, the economic, as well as political 

cooperation is necessary. I believe that the Czech government would agree with me 

because as I have observed, meetings and negotiations on political matters that are 

ongoing between Czech and China do involve government officials, but a topic of 

their discussion is almost always including the economic cooperation. As an example, 

in Czech-China relations, the Czech Presidents promotes Czech trade, businessmen, 

and companies during his talks with China’s high government officials. Therefore, I 

argue that the current situation of Czech-China relations requires the involvement of 

politicians, and improvement of foreign relations, in order to strengthen the economic 

cooperation. Then, it will be possible for a trade to become more independent from 

the government bodies, as it is according to the neoliberal society. 

I believe that China might have many reasons why to engage with the Czech 

Republic; however, it seems that there is no particular bond between those two 

countries that would not be observed in cases of other Visegrád group countries. 

Actually, I assume that Czech could be seen as even less important European country 

from China’s perspective, as it has been originally planned that China’s initiative 

“One Belt One Road” will most probably not include Czech. But on the other hand, I 

argue that there is also a possibility that this will not have a negative impact on 

Czech-China relations, because “the compensation” of this disadvantage can come in 

other forms, such as the opening of a branch of the Bank of China or more promises 

for Czech businesses entering Chinese market. From China’s perspective, I see the 

interest in Czech for mostly two reasons: First, a tighter relationship with Czech 

China has, the greater influence in EU can be performed (by China). Second, there 

may not have been any particular interests at the beginning, but because of efforts 
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made mostly by the Czech President, China is being the most approached by Czech 

among V4, and if China previously did not have any preferences between V4, why 

not to favor the country that is the most open and most willing to cooperate. To 

demonstrate a special treatment of Czech by China, which seems to be performed 

despite no specific evidence of China’s benefits from it, I would like to mention a 

planned visit of President Xi Jinping. President Xi has scheduled to visit the Czech 

Republic as the only European country during his stop in Europe before going to the 

United States. Why did Xi decide to visit only the Czech Republic? I argue that here 

again we should give a credit to the Czech President Zeman, who gained a promise 

from President Xi to visit Czech during his visit to China. 

Besides the economic side of the relationship, where for example there are 

more and more Chinese firms investing in Czech, China often uses her soft power in 

other countries. One of the biggest tools of China’s soft power is a Confucius 

institute; however, it does not seem that, particularly in Czech, this institute has a 

significant influence. 

 Looking to the past, as I mentioned before, Czech-China relations have 

changed rapidly, not only considering growing economic exchange but also on 

political matters. I believe that a President, any President of the Czech history, has 

very significant influence on the development of those mutual relations. So far, I 

consider the current Czech President as the one who has made the biggest efforts, 

compared to his two predecessors, to strengthen ties with China. As I mentioned 

above, Zeman has been very active during his talks with the President Xi Jinping in 

order to make his home country more attractive to China. 

 If I were asked to evaluate the first Czech President Havel’s efforts to improve 

Czech-China relations, I would be rather negative. Negative in terms of Czech-China 

foreign relations improvement; I would like to state that my intention is not to say 

that Havel did little in Czech foreign politics; I believe that because of the values he 

considered as the most important, there was a certain clash between honoring these 

values and favoring China. When I talk about Havel’s values, it is worth to mention 

democracy and human rights, which I believe, he considered as the most important. I 

see the significant difference between Zeman and Havel, but between Zeman and the 
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second President Klaus, there are rather more similarities. In my opinion, so far, the 

President always has had a significant influence on in which direction will Czech-

China relations develop during those five years of his presidency. 

I believe that a possible reason why the Czech Republic wants to improve the 

relationship with China is an economic need. When we look back to the past, when 

the Czech Republic was a new country, her enthusiasm about China was not so great 

among society, as well the government body, especially a President. We can see a 

huge change nowadays, when not only the President but also Czech society becomes 

more aware of China. Reasons seem obvious to me – a search for new markets and 

strengthening economic cooperation with a big strong country. 

 As I see it, the biggest concern for Czech-China relations is that a relationship 

between those two countries would come back to as it was during Václav Havel 

presidency. To specify, this situation could occur if Czech society, but mostly 

government criticizes China for the way of their acting, for instance in the matter of 

human rights, particularly the issue of Tibet or Taiwan. But so far, I observe that the 

current government seems fond of China, renouncing the possibility of bringing up 

aforementioned issues. There is a possibility that if Czech-Taiwan relations are 

improving rapidly, China might notice that and push Czech to loosen their ties with 

Taiwan. I argue that the current situation suggests that Taiwan issue is not a threat to 

Czech-China relations and vice versa. The evidence for that can be seen in no recent 

official complaints by China involving Czech’s relationship with Taiwan. I assume 

that even despite the statement made by President Zeman, when he said that Taiwan 

is a part of China, Czech-Taiwan foreign relations did not worsen, because the 

economic and academic cooperation between the Czech Republic and Taiwan is 

already well-established and Zeman’s statement did not mean any threat to nor 

economic neither academic Czech-Taiwan cooperation. 
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1.4. LITERATURE REVIEW 

While examining Chinese investments and financial engagement in the 

Visegrád group, we can see an obvious increase of all various activities. China’s 

interest in Central and Eastern Europe has raised during past few years, especially 

after 2006 (Coyer, 2015; Grapin, 2015; Szunomár, 2014; Tiezzi, 2013; Zeneli, 2014; 

Zhen & Wu, 2015). There are two main reasons why China is interested in this 

region. The first element that influences China’s acting is simply a globalization, 

when the world is turning towards more global focus in economy, big countries like 

China simply want to spread their influence. Global economy transformation, 

therefore, leads China towards a greater interest in Central and Easter Europe (CEE), 

which can be also specifically applied to V4 (Grapin, 2015; Szunomár, 2014). The 

second reason is that China sees a potential, challenges, and most importantly 

opportunities in CEE (Coyer, 2015; Grapin, 2015; Szunomár, 2014; Tiezzi, 2013; 

Zeneli, 2014). It means that China, while spreading her power, chooses particularly 

CEE, not because it is another region “to conquer”, but because this region has much 

to offer to China, mostly from an economic perspective. I used a term “conquer”, 

because some argue that a thing China wants the most is to gain power and influence, 

I am not challenging that argument, but I suppose that despite that impression, China 

offers a good deal to other countries by investing there – it is beneficial for both sides. 

After 1993 the Czech Republic during her first phase of foreign politics (FP) 

focused mostly on a good relationship with countries of the same region, the second 

phase of Czech FP started in the year 2004 and the Czech Republic became more 

open to the West (Pick & Handl, 2004). Václav Kotyk (2000) divides the first phase 

of Czech FP into two phases: 1993−1998 and 1998−present2. During the first phase 

the Czech Republic started orienting more towards the West and her cooperation with 

geographical Eastern Europe was weaken, Czech FP started focusing more on trade 

economy, as the most important trading partner was considered Germany, in 1996 the 

Czech Republic applied for and started preparing to join the European Union, and in 

1997 the Czech Republic was promised to join The North Atlantic Treaty 

                                                            
2 The article was published in 2000, thus I suggest not to apply Kotyk’s evaluation on current years 

after 2000. 
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Organization (Kotyk, 2000; Hřích, 2004). In the second phase, the most important 

milestone was the year 1999, when the Czech Republic joined NATO and started 

cooperating more with South America. 

In past, the Czech Republic lacked a proper government body that would 

support an external economy of the state. To identify a position of state in external 

economic relations and to establish support for its development especially for export, 

Standardní systém podpory vnějších ekonomických vztahů (Standard system for 

external economic relations support) was created, this system together with 

CzechInvest agency supporting foreign investment and CzechTrade agency 

supporting foreign trade helped to improve external economic relations in the end of 

1990s (Hřích, 2004). Specifically, the relationship between the Czech Republic and 

China is explained by Rudolf Fürst (2004), who believes that the Czech Republic 

have been passive, submissive, and ineffective while dealing with China; the biggest 

problem is that the Czech Republic sees too close connection between Political and 

Economic relations, despite the fact that there are no direct ties between obstacles 

with political differences and economic cooperation. Examination of more recent 

years shows an improvement and the Czech Republic’s more liberal approach in the 

relationship with China. 

 

1.5. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The theoretical framework is based on the neoliberalists’ view of international 

relations. The theoretical framework for this research is, in short, that the crucial 

element in international relations is not only politics but also economics and if 

economic cooperation between two countries is positively increasing, their overall 

relationship will improve as well. Governments should act to support free trade 

between countries, as well as to support their overall economic cooperation. When I 

elaborate about liberalism or neoliberalism, I take it rather from international political 

economy perspective than international security. When we apply neoliberalism on the 

case of Czech-China relations, it is important to distinguish between those two. If I 

would look at it from a perspective of international security, then I would rather be 
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concern whether worsening of this relationship could bring any possible threats for 

one of either side. My point of view is that no one would probably find likely that 

China might have international security problems related to such a small country as 

Czech; if we take the case otherwise, I still do not see a big probability that it would 

occur. After considering these facts, I decided rather concentrate on neoliberal 

perspective related to the international political economy. Liberal economic ideas and 

policies have been spreading through the world and affecting millions of people 

especially during past three decades (Simmons & Elkins, 2004). This perspective is 

very crucial also for domestic politics, because as Simmons and Elkins argue that “the 

evidence shows that policy transitions are influenced by international economic 

competition as well as the policies of a country’s sociocultural peers” (Simmons & 

Elkins, 2004, p. 171). 

 

1.5.1. NEOLIBERALISM 

As a founder of neoliberalism is considered Robert O. Keohane. Keohane's 

work influenced later scholars in the similar field and Keohane's work remained 

remarkable for neoliberalists until today.  

Before we can start analyzing neoliberalism, it is important to understand 

liberalism, because neoliberalism, as the name suggests, is a new form of liberalism. 

For liberalism, the most important are democratic peace and interdependence, 

specifically economic interdependence. Liberalism started as a reaction to the critique 

of a feudal political rule and the foreign political strategy during 17th and 18th 

centuries (Jørgensen, 2010; Klein, 2014). Liberalism can be described by following 

characteristics: the first characteristic is “human reason”, by the reason humans can 

shape and understand the nature and society, so humans can shape their destiny and 

international relations, according to liberals, shaping the nature and society is 

influenced by human rationalism; the second characteristic is a belief in possible and 

desirable reform of international relations; the third characteristic is that domestic and 

international politics are linked together, therefore, they should not be studied 

separately; the fourth characteristic is the idea that as economic interdependence 
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among states increases, probability of conflict or war between them reduces; the last 

characteristic is that process of institutionalizing international relations has a positive 

effect (Jackson & Sørensen, 2003; Jørgensen, 2010; Martinez & Garcia, 1997). 

Neoliberalism is suitable for the current research of Czech-China relations 

because the current cooperation between those two countries is heavily depending on 

the economic exchange. Neoliberalists argue that for prosperous foreign relations, 

there should be a good economic cooperation. Therefore, how much Czech-China 

foreign relations depend on solely economic cooperation will be further examined in 

this research. 

The term neoliberalism is often connected to something negative that 

governments are forced to do in order to keep up with the modern political and 

economic order. World Bank and International Monetary Fund are basically seen as 

the major actor in the world economy when perceived from the neoliberal perspective 

(Martinez & Garcia, 1997; Keohane, 1984; Jackson & Sørensen, 2003). 

Neoliberalism is a new liberalism, when “old” liberalist ideas were revised 

over past 25 years; neoliberalism encourages free market, free trade, no price control; 

five main points as a definition of neoliberalism are: the rule of the market, cutting 

public expenditure for social services, deregulation, privatization, and eliminating the 

concept of “the public good” or “community” (Martinez & Garcia, 1997; Thorsen & 

Lie, 2010).  

For some scholars, it is not arguable that domestic politics influence 

international relations and vice versa; the leader might act in his best interest as well 

as in the best interest of his country (Keohane ,1984; Putnam, 1988; Jørgensen, 

2010). That can occur, for instance, when a leader believes that a particular (trade) 

agreement will boost domestic economy, as well as it will strengthen relations with 

the other country. On this example, Putnam (1988) confirms the neoliberal theory that 

if economic cooperation is improving, overall relations with the country improve too, 

but his main point was that the reason why leaders are actively engaged in foreign 

politics is not only to improve foreign relations but also to positively impact domestic 

politics. The fact that foreign economic policy influences domestic policy is an 

important factor that supports the intention of this research to focus on foreign 
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relations between Czech and China with examining political acts, made especially by 

Presidents, connected to those with economic content. 

In international regimes, we examine rules and regulations that are established 

between countries. There need to be rules to maintain sustainability and order. For 

neoliberalism, those rules are concerning economic cooperation and their aim is to 

maintain the prosperity of the economic world. As Ruggie argues “[…] if economic 

capabilities are so concentrated that a hegemon exists […], an “open” or “liberal” 

international economic order will come into being” (Ruggie, 1982, p.381). In this 

research, China is considered as a stronger state; in the meaning of a hegemon that is 

mentioned by Ruggie (1982); in relation to Czech, eventually to countries of the 

Visegrád group. However, this research does not suggest that China is a hegemon in 

relation to Czech, it should be rather called an economic predominance. In such order 

there still is present an existence of authorities, but their main function is to help to 

strengthen their position on the international market and not to intervene too much to 

the whole mechanism; to support strengthening position, government can for instance 

invest more to education or training policies helping improving labor skills (Görg & 

Greenaway, 2004; Ruggie, 1982). Ruggie (1982) also suggests that aforementioned 

theory considers only economic interest, not social aspect; however, this is not 

entirely correct, therefore, there is a need to redefine liberalism in relation to the 

economic international order. This theory leads us back to what was suggested in the 

beginning of this chapter – if we look at the international economic order, or 

specifically economic cooperation between two countries, we have to look at it from 

the overall perspective, when not only economic but also social and political aspects 

are considered. Taken that in consideration, the theory that if economic cooperation is 

being prosperous, overall relations between same two countries should improve too, 

can be confirmed. 

Cooperation between states is important to be examined and defined in terms 

of prosperity. Keohane says that states establish institutions in order to cooperate. 

Some scholars define people act rationally, their decisions are made based on their 

personal interests. Keohane argues that people do not act only as individuals, their 

decisions depend on institutions or others as well. If we take an example of states – 

states want to attain bigger power, they care about a personal gain, their international 
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interests also depend on their domestic interests. Because where else would states 

want to gain the biggest power in the first place – in the domestic field. From that, we 

can see a reason for linking foreign relations to domestic affairs. However, this 

description does not mean that one party / country acts solely in personal interest. 

Neoliberalism is described as a non-zero-sum game. In the case of a zero-sum game, 

only one side can win. In a non-zero-sum game scenario, if we take an example of 

economic cooperation between two countries – if one side’s economy grows rapidly, 

but other side’s economy grows less, there is still an increase on both sides. 

Neoliberal idea of economy stands for gain on both sides, if both sides value their 

personal growth equally, then they both benefit from their mutual cooperation – this 

can be called non-zero-sum game. 

 

1.6. METHODOLOGY 

For this qualitative study, primary data will be collected from structured and 

unstructured texts through archival research. Data analysis is done with using already 

existing approaches by Czech scholars that are applied to a new data in accordance 

with the neoliberal theory. I chose this methodology as the most suitable to be able to 

answer my research questions and show evidence whether hypotheses can be 

confirmed. 

 

1.6.1. DATA COLLECTION 

Data collection is conducted using scholarly research and archival research 

with the National Chengchi University online databases, such as Jstor, Elsevier, or 

Central and Eastern European Online Library. For primary data, I will use structured 

texts, such as government documents retrieved from the official websites of the 

Czech government, databases, journal articles, scholarly work on related topics. For 

secondary data, I will use unstructured texts, which will mostly be government 

officials’ interviews and speeches that will make the research more accurate and 

relevant. For the economic part of the research, data provided primarily by the Czech 
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government and the Czech statistical office will be used. The intention is to have a 

narrow research field so that a thorough examination can be performed.  

 

1.6.2. DATA ANALYSIS 

To analyze and interpret my results, I will use specific theoretical perspectives 

in order to analyze data and explain observed facts. Those theoretical perspectives 

were made by scholars that have an advanced experience in Czech-China relations or 

Czech foreign politics, as well as by scholars focusing on neoliberal approaches. 

Literature research of primary and secondary sources will be done very 

carefully and thoroughly in order to provide a background for further data analysis. 

To analyze data, I will use current articles written by recognized and relevant serious 

newspapers, as well as other related researches. I will also evaluate data with a help 

of the previous research done on the Czech-China relations and other work examining 

related topics will be used. Data will be also used to create graphs that demonstrate 

the development of economic exchange between Czech and China. 

One of the most significant Czech researchers dealing with China issues is 

Rudolf Fürst. Rudolf Fürst is a Research Fellow in International Research Institute, 

Prague. His specialization is China, Czech-China relations, or European Union-

People’s Republic of China relations. Both of his works Česko-čínské vztahy: Od 

bezradnosti k aktivní politice (2004) and Czech Perceptions of China: Between 

Matter-of-Factness and Imagination, Between Orientalism and Occidentalism (2005) 

provide a thorough description of the political relationship between the Czech 

Republic and the People’s Republic of China. Fürst also explains some economic 

issues between those two countries. Fürst’s work is crucial for examining Czech-

China relationship, therefore, both of aforementioned studies will be used as a 

secondary literature. Those two studies will provide a material for a comparison of 

new data researched in this paper and already existing evaluation of Czech-China 

relations after that new data will be analyzed based on Fürst’s approach and 

neoliberal perspective. Fürst’s work provides certain guidelines how to examine 

Czech-China relations.  
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Czech Foreign Ministry and other Czech government bodies provide full 

statements of government officials and reports, which are much needed while 

researching foreign policy of the Czech Republic. To understand Czech-China 

foreign relations, data provided by Czech Foreign Ministry are sufficient for those 

who look for raw data with no further analysis. This research is trying to complement 

provided data with a possible explanation based on other supporting literature. 

Sources used for the analysis of data provided by the Czech government are online 

articles that deal with topics related to each particular government report or data. 

Those online articles are mainly retrieved from the Czech News Agency, PraguePost, 

Hospodářské noviny (Economic Newspapers) or Parlamentní listy (Parliament 

Newspapers). These online newspapers provide relevant and serious opinions of 

Czech specialists and public, as well as interviews with government officials. Foreign 

online websites such as the Diplomat or the Economist are used during analyzing to 

provide a wider spectrum of the way of presenting the Czech-China foreign relations 

and analyses of other specialists. 

Pick and Handl in their book Zahraniční politika České republiky 1993-2004: 

Úspěchy, problémy a perspektivy (2004) describe nature of the Czech foreign 

politics. Pick and Handle created this book as a collection of sections written by 

various authors. They examine successes, problems and perspectives of the Czech 

Republic in the international field. Pick and Handl provide a good structure how to 

examine Czech foreign politics. They focus on Czech foreign politics globally, their 

examined topics are security, neighboring countries, industrial cooperation, or human 

rights. In the chapter about approaches towards selected partners and regions Pick and 

Handl specifically talk about the United States, Russia, and China. There have not 

been written any similar book in the Czech environment focusing on the later time 

period. I believe that Pick and Handl made a great contribution to the scholarly work 

about Czech foreign politics, and also Czech-China foreign relations; however, I see a 

missed opportunity in describing the later development, especially of Czech-China 

relations while focusing more on economic cooperation and attempts of its 

strengthening. Pick and Handl’s work will be used for analyzing recent official data 

collected after the book was published and that are relevant to their work’s research. 
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Combination of new data and already existing knowledge on Czech-China relations 

will provide more accurate analysis. 
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CHAPTER 2:  

POLITICAL COOPERATION 

 

2.1. OVERVIEW 

In 1919 official recognition between Czechoslovakia and China took place, 

China was recognized as the Republic of China. In 1930 official relations between 

Czechoslovakia and China were established, Czechoslovakia and the Republic of 

China signed an agreement about a mutual cooperation. One year later, the first 

Czechoslovakian embassy was opened in Shanghai. In 1933 the Chinese embassy 

opened its office in Prague. Both, Shanghai and Prague offices were closed in 1939 

when the occupation of Czechoslovakia started, official relations between Republic of 

China and Czechoslovakia were suspended. Relations were re-established in 1941, 

the embassy was re-opened in 1944. On October 4th, 1949 Czechoslovakia, as one of 

the first countries, officially recognized the People’s Republic of China as the only 

Chinese government and suspended relations with Kuomintang at the same time. In 

1993 the People’s Republic of China recognized the Czech Republic as a sovereign 

independent country. 

China was maintaining good relations with Czech side until 1989. After that, 

there was an obvious cooling down of mutual relations and no tries from the Chinese 

side to strengthen them. To support that, Pick (2004) provides following facts: The 

last Chinese high-level official who visited Czech was Zhao Ziyang in 1987; Czech 

Premiers visited China several times – Čalfa3 in 1991, Klaus in 1994, Zeman in 1999. 

Klaus went to China again in 2004; however, that time as the Czech President. Zeman 

as well visited China as the Czech President; it was in 2014 and 2015. It has been 28 

years since when the last Chinese official came to Czech; as we will discuss in the 

following paragraph; the year 2016 seems to be promising in this matter. 

                                                            
3 Marián Čalfa visited China in 1991 as the Premier of Czechoslovakia. Čafla was a Slovakian, but 

after the dissolution of Czechoslovakia he remained in Prague, Czech Republic. 
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During Havel presidency, people were very actively engaged in politics, they 

were interested mostly in domestic politics, but they were also more aware of foreign 

politics. The reason for it was that when Havel became a President of the Czech 

Republic in 1993, the country was a “brand new”. After the soviet occupation, people 

were enthusiastic about their new democratic country. As many could expect, after 

democratization, people as a society were leaning towards democratic thinking, 

equality, and human rights. Because the President, as well as the society, had strong 

feelings for democracy after the establishment of the new democratic country - the 

goal they successfully fought for, there was a relative lack of interest in strengthening 

relations with those countries, which did not share and honor same values. Fürst 

(2005) argues that attitudes towards Chinese in Czechoslovakia are hard to trace 

because back then everything was politicized and propaganda was working in the full 

force. Another problem that he mentions is that there is not enough study about China 

done during the Czechoslovakia period. For this reason, it is very difficult to make 

any comparative study in a range more than 20 years. Even nowadays there are not 

many scholars in the Czech Republic who are producing work focused on political or 

economic aspects of Czech-China relations. After the revolution in 1989 and the 

establishment of the Czech Republic in 1993, Czech people under a new democratic 

wave focus more on the freedom and human rights. Havel, as an influential person 

not only for the Czech politics but also for the Czech society, did believe that 

democracy and human rights are more important than good foreign relations with a 

bigger and stronger country. It is apparent that currently the Czech Republic is 

experiencing the completely different environment.  

After 1993 we can trace various criticism of China. Fürst’s (2005) findings 

show that even then, there was a big group of supporters of China, especially among 

businessmen; some of them became politicians in Czech ministries or involved in 

Czech diplomacy. People, who already had established their connection in China 

before the Czechoslovakia’s peaceful dissolution, were fond of China. There are no 

doubts that China had its supporters in Czechoslovakia before 1989, and it would be 

easy for the same people to keep favoring China even after 1989 resp. 1993, 

especially if those people remained influential. Novák (2001) talks about the change 

of political regime in Czechoslovakia and about forming of political parties and the 
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political situation in 1991, from his article it is obvious that often the same people 

remained on relatively similarly powerful posts even after the aforementioned period. 

It is, therefore, very likely that China had the very same supporters in Czechoslovakia 

as later in the Czech Republic. 

As the years went by, the Czech society became used to the status quo, 

democracy was not any longer something people would have to fight for, it became 

something that was there with no efforts needed. During past few years, the society 

sees the importance in a wellbeing maintained through money. It is important for the 

society to have a country, which can establish trade and economic ties with other 

preferably richer countries. Czech now sees the opportunity, besides others, in China. 

As neoliberalists suggest, economic cooperation comes in the first place. As soon as 

economic cooperation is prosperous, other spheres of Czech-China relations are also 

very positive in terms of sustainability and growth. As mentioned before, it is a 

current goal of the Czech government body to boost an economic cooperation with 

China, as well as to maintain and improve overall political relations.  

About the more current situation, Fürst (2005) describes the Czech view of 

China positively as people are fascinated by the development. Especially supporters 

of the Communist Party of Czech and Moravia (KSČM) see China as the model of 

possible future of non-democratic industrially developed country. Now, the situation 

seems even more extreme, when Czech’s business interest in China increases. But the 

conclusion made by Fürst (2005) more than 10 years ago is not entirely applicable 

anymore. There is a raising criticism of China among Czechs; however, as I see it, 

this criticism does not come from a particular dislike of China, but more likely of 

increasing dislike of domestic politics in Czech. There is a trend among Czech public 

that whoever government favors, people become more aware of that country and a 

common dislike will spread. During Klaus presidency, Czechs most certainly 

experienced dislike towards the United States and the President was often blamed for 

being too influenced by America. Now, the situation seems very similar to me – 

people recently expressed dislike towards China and blame President Zeman playing 

a too submissive role in the Czech-China relationship. That leaves the question 

whether it really is the foreign country Czech people are unsatisfied with, or if it is 

the domestic government. 
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While Fürst(2005) evaluates the situation after 2000 and closer to 2005, Pick 

and Handl (2004) took a closer look at years after 1998. In 1998 the resolution about 

the human rights violation in China and Tibet was accepted by the Czech Senate. Pick 

and Handl (2004) point out that afterward, Chinese politicians protested against the 

resolution in the Foreign Senate Committee. In 1990 President Václav Havel invited 

Dalai Lama to visit Czechoslovakia, Dalai Lama realized his very first visit. As the 

answer to that happening, China officially protests against the visit (Pick & Handl, 

2004). Obviously, the Czech Republic did not take protesting Beijing very seriously, 

Dalai Lama was invited to Czech again in 1997, 2000, and 2002; every time Dalai 

Lama met with the Czech President Václav Havel. Following visits in 2003 and 2006 

were less official because the new President Václav Klaus did not meet with Dalai 

Lama, the meeting was again appointed between Dalai Lama and ex-President Václav 

Havel. In 2008, Dalai Lama during his visit meets the Czech Premier Mirek 

Topolánek, same as in 2009. In 2011 Dalai Lama comes to Czech to meet with 

Václav Havel, who dies one week later. The 10th latest visit was in 2013; that time 

Dalai Lama does not meet the current Czech President Miloš Zeman (Jurkovič, 2013). 

On the example of Dalai Lama’s visits to Czech, we can clearly see the change of 

Czech politics’ position towards China’s domestic issues. Tibet issue has been far 

more discussed in Czech environment, compared to the Taiwan issue, and we can see 

that Czech politicians and public often connect those two. If a current government 

favors Tibet and supports its future independence, the same argument often applies to 

Taiwan. That is a reason why Václav Havel was highly appreciated in Taiwan; and 

the same reason applies to the situation with the current President who believes that 

Taiwan, as well as Tibet, should remain under China’s control. This topic is further 

discussed in chapters STRENGTHENING TIES and THE TAIWAN ISSUE. 
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2.2. CHINA’S SOFT POWER IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

To increase influence in other countries, the People’s Republic of China 

(PRC) is using many tools, one of them is China’s soft power. As one of the 

important soft power tools China is using the concept called “Confucius institute”. 

The very first Confucius institute was established in 2004 in Seoul, South Korea. 

Confucius institute is a non-profit organization. “Hanban, or the Chinese National 

Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language, which is responsible for the 

Confucius Institute program as well as the China Bridge competition, gathered speed 

quickly. In 2006, a new institute was established every four days and Hanban hopes 

to have 1,000 institutes by 2020” (Volodzko, 2015). As Paradise (2009) argues, 

because China is increasingly powerful and her image is often created through her 

military and economic power, a more favorable tool, which is also friendlier towards 

other countries was much needed. Paradise (2009) also states that China uses 

Confucius institute project to help to explain their aims and goals, to foster the 

perception of China’s peaceful development and to provide larger transparency about 

China’s acting.  

In 2007 was established the Confucius institute in the Czech city Olomouc. 

Since then, Confucius institute called “Konfuciova akademie” provides people the 

opportunity to study the Chinese language in Czech. Except providing Chinese 

classes, Confucius institute in Olomouc also conducts training for new Chinese 

language teachers in the Czech Republic. Those teachers help to promote Chinese 

culture in Czech environment, especially through playing Chinese movies or offering 

various speeches; this very particular institute also provides educational and business 

consulting (Konfuciova akademie, 2015). Everything, what Confucius institute 

provides, is offered not only to the university students but also to the public or 

scholars. To support Confucius institute in Olomouc, China provided $100,000 USD, 

3,000 books and teaching materials (Konfuciova akademie, 2015). Confucius institute 

is indeed a very positive step forward in Czech-China relations; however, if China 

aims to have 1,000 institutes by 2020, it is obvious that in this particular plan Czech is 

not any special. This institute is only to promote China, not for China to gain any 

knowledge about the Czech Republic.  
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If Czech businessmen want to succeed in the Chinese market, one of the 

important much-needed skills is a knowledge of the Chinese language and Chinese 

culture and environment. However, it did not seem that Czech businesses are using a 

service of the Confucius institute very much, I have not discovered any record of it. I 

suggest that they prefer already existing platforms and services provided or 

recommended by the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for instance, CzechTrade, 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Shanghai and Beijing, or the EU project with an 

aim to help small and medium businesses entering China’s market. These institutions 

supported by Czech government or the European Union probably seem more reliable 

to businessmen. Also, besides the Confucius institute, other Czech Universities offer 

various programs that include Chinese language classes and other related courses. 

 

2.3. THE TAIWAN ISSUE 

The Formosa island or Taiwan, further in the research referred as Taiwan, has 

been an issue for China and her relationship with other countries for a long time.  

The Republic of China, originally based in the Mainland China, officially 

recognized Czechoslovakia in 1919. In 1930 Czechoslovakia and the Republic of 

China signed an agreement about a mutual cooperation. In 1939 official relations 

between the Republic of China and Czechoslovakia were suspended, the World War 

II started. Relations were re-established in 1941, the embassy was re-opened in 1944. 

On October 4th, 1949 Czechoslovakia officially recognized the People’s Republic of 

China, based in the Mainland China, as the only Chinese government and suspended 

relations with Kuomintang, which was based in Taiwan, in the same time. As the 

ministry of the Czech Republic states: Relationship between the Czech Republic and 

Republic of China in Taiwan was re-established after democratic changes in the end 

of the 20th century. However, newly re-established relations are unofficial and non-

governmental. For the cooperation between Taiwan and Czech, there is the Taipei 

Economic and Cultural office in Prague, which was established in 1992 and the 

Czech Economic and Cultural office in Taipei established in 1993. So far, the Czech 

Republic and Taiwan have signed 19 bilateral agreements. The Czech Republic 
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established economic ties with Taiwan, and as we can see so far, it does not harm 

economic cooperation between the Czech Republic and the People’s Republic of 

China, in fact, both, Czech-China and Czech-Taiwan economic cooperation have 

been recently improving. China could put some obstacles for Czech to cooperate with 

her and force Czech businessmen not to interact with Taiwan, but as we can see so 

far, this is not the case. Taipei Representative Office in EU and Belgium (2013) 

reported that the trade between the Czech Republic and Taiwan increased from 2004 

to 2012; the growth rate in 2012 in comparison with 2004 was 180.8%. “From the 

period starting from its accession to the EU in 2004 – 2012, the Czech Republic alone 

attracted nearly as many investors as Germany (about 3.4% of total investment from 

Taiwan into the EU)” (Taipei Representative Office in EU and Belgium, 2013, p. 6). 

This is the evidence of continuously strengthening cooperation between Czech and 

Taiwan. On the other hand, Czech and China relations are also more and more 

positive.  

The Czech Republic does not recognize Taiwan as a country; however, there 

are many other ways how Czech and Taiwan boost their mutual relations. For 

example, Taiwan passport holders can enjoy 90-days visa-free entry to the Czech 

Republic. In 2011 it was a big step forward when a visa-free entry was introduced. 

From January 11th, 2011 Taiwanese people are encouraged to visit the Czech 

Republic, as well as other countries within the Schengen area with no need for a visa 

and complicated paperwork. Taiwanese passport holders are still required to register 

at the Czech Immigration Police Station after their arrival to Czech (Czech Foreign 

Ministry, 2015). 

The current Czech President certainly favors Chinese part of the Taiwan 

Strait4, unlike the former President Václav Havel, who was considered as a big 

supporter of democracy and a friend of Taiwan. After his death on December 18th, 

2011, Taiwanese scholars expressed their condolences and also provided some 

remarks about Havel expressed by Cheng Chin-mo, director of the Department of 

Global Political Economy at Tamkang University: 

                                                            
4 Taiwan Strait or Formosa Strait is a strait that separates the island of Taiwan and the Mainland China. 
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“Havel, who insisted on the value of democracy, was very friendly toward 

Taiwan, […] he was always able to use flexible methods to protect Taiwan’s status 

and rights in the Czech Republic in the face of the diplomatic competition between 

Taipei and Beijing, […] the democratic values Havel created have become deeply 

rooted into the minds of Czechs, allowing the country to avoid political interference 

when dealing with cross-strait relations” (KML-THN, 2011).  

From this remark, we can certainly see that by Taiwanese Havel’s period of 

presidency was received very positively with a great appreciation of his democratic 

goals  

In 1995 Taiwan’s Premier Lien Chan visited the Czech Republic and met with 

the Czech President Václav Havel and the Premier and the future President Václav 

Klaus. It does not happen often that Beijing would let Taiwanese officials meet with 

other countries’ politicians, this time, it was not otherwise. “The meeting between 

Lien and Havel encountered strong protests from Peking, but the Czech government 

shrugged off the complaints and proceeded with the scheduled meeting” (Taiwan 

Today, 1995). Lien came to Prague after he was invited to make a speech in the 

Prague’s Charles University, which is the biggest, the oldest, and the most prestigious 

university in Czech. The discussion between the Czech President Havel and Lien 

Chan focused mainly on education and academic exchange. The response from 

Chinese side was not positive. “The mainland's Foreign Ministry spokesman, Chen 

Jian, said the signing of an educational exchange agreement between Peking and 

Prague would be postponed” (Taiwan Today, 1995). This decision was obviously 

made as an answer to the Lien’s visit in Prague. 

Pick and Handl (2004) mention that in 1993 China led some domestic 

campaigns criticizing the Soviet Bloc for its collapse; officially there was no 

statement made but it is evident that from the China’s perspective it was an obvious 

failure of the Soviet Block, which was not able to maintain a stability of the 

communist regime. Other official protests from Beijing were heard in 1995 after the 

President Václav Havel during the United Nations (UN) press conference suggested 

the possibility of accepting Taiwan to the UN (Pick & Handl, 2004). 
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Not a lot of research has been done about Czech-Taiwan relations. The 

reasons might be various, but it would be wrong to think that if there is no research, 

there is no interaction between these two. During past ten years, Taiwan and the 

Czech Republic were working hard on improving their mutual cooperation, especially 

on an educational and cultural exchange. A good number of Taiwanese students come 

to Czech every year; a lot of them are interested in studying the Czech language. 

Taiwan also hosts various Czech cultural activities and Taiwanese performers and 

artists go to Czech to spread knowledge about Taiwanese culture. On the political 

level, it is not as lively as in the past.  

After Václav Klaus became a new President in 2003, Tubilewicz (2007) 

points out that one year later he conducted a visit to Beijing. That shows the evident 

interest of President Klaus in the Mainland’s side of the Taiwan Strait. During his 

visit to Beijing, he brought with him several business leaders. Despite the fact that 

Klaus visited Beijing, Tubilewicz (2007) argues that in the same year vice foreign 

ministers from Czech met with his Taiwanese counterpart, as they do every year since 

2000. Unofficial political cooperation between Taiwan and Czech remained relatively 

unchanged. On the economic matters, Tubilewicz (2007) does not see any changes as 

well. This is very important for Czech-Taiwan relations because the economy is one 

of the main reasons why Czech officials tend to keep good relations with China. It is 

good to see that at the same time when a President is actively participating on 

improving Czech-China relations, especially focusing on trade and economic 

cooperation, Czech-Taiwan economic ties seem to remain unchanged. The current 

President Zeman can only confirm this theory, so far. Miloš Zeman according to his 

acting and opinions is a liberal politician. I would even consider Zeman as 

neoliberalist when it comes to Czech-China relations. Zeman pursues to get the Czech 

Republic more involved with China and other political matters put aside, he is also 

willing to publicly admit that Taiwan is not a country, only the part of China and the 

reason why he did so is probably directly connected in the improvement of Czech-

China relations, specifically economic ties – because from a neoliberal perspective, 

economy is what matters in current global order. And because economic cooperation 

is important, there is no reason for Czech why to actually suspend cooperation with 

Taiwan. Taiwan boosts Czech domestic economy, having the Foxconn on the Czech 
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soil, who plans to invest $103 million USD to Czech in next 3 years (Willoughby, 

2015). 

 

2.4. STRENGTHENING TIES 

What the Klaus’s presidency period was like for Czech-China relations? Klaus 

started his presidency period in 2003, one year later the Czech Republic became a 

member of the EU. As mentioned before, shortly after Klaus was elected, he made a 

visit to Beijing. Klaus, same as his successor Zeman, did not meet with Dalai Lama 

during his visit to Prague, they both prefer a smooth relationship with China. If we 

make another comparison of Klaus with Havel, aforementioned Havel’s fighting 

against human rights violation did not please China. Klaus, on the other hand, also 

pronounced himself as a person strongly against human rights violation; however, 

when it comes to China and human rights, he was much more careful than Havel. For 

Klaus, it was important to make Czech attractive for China, because China wants to 

have greater influence on the EU and when Czech became a part of it, there was more 

to offer, but the Czech Republic was not the only country in the region who joined the 

EU in the same year, therefore, the head of state had to show an effort to work on 

Czech-China relations improvement, in order to make Czech a right strategic partner 

in the region for China. Waisová (2011) says that Klaus did not want to connect 

economics and political human rights issue. President Klaus said that human rights 

violation is a serious issue and we all need to be careful about it and do not omit that; 

however, Klaus also said that if he has an opportunity to talk to Chinese officials, he 

will most probably omit this topic for that time (Weisová, 2011). This proves that 

Klaus tried to strengthen ties with China and valued Czech-China good relations 

much more than his predecessor. Again, Klaus had his obvious reasons for that - he 

was trying to strengthen an economic cooperation between PRC and Czech in this 

crucial time when China had an opportunity to decide which European country will 

create a bridge between China and the EU. With the second President of the Czech 

Republic, there is an evident increase of more liberal approach to foreign relations, 

his successor is even more liberal active in making Czech attractive to China. 
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Relations between the Czech Republic and the People’s Republic of China 

improved during recent years, starting especially from President Klaus period when 

Czech-China relations were in a very positive stage. The current Czech President is 

Miloš Zeman, the first directly elected Czech President, who was elected in 2012 and 

his term started in 2013. Zeman’s attitude towards China is, in my opinion, the most 

positive, comparing all three Czech Presidents. The current Czech President already 

made several visits to China in order to improve mutual relations, as well to help to 

establish new economic ties - similarly as his predecessor Václav Klaus. I believe that 

all of this was possible also thanks to the fact that Czech joined the EU in 2004, 

which made the country more noticeable and attractive to China, as many before me 

stated. 

Every President has a different approach how to improve the situation in 

Czech. President Klaus saw the biggest opportunity and potential in the relationship 

with the United States, during his presidency the Czech Republic was the most 

welcoming for American investors and politicians, Klaus personally visited the 

United States, similarly President Zeman visited China. Why do I use this parallel? 

Because it is important to demonstrate how influential what the President does is for 

Czech foreign politics. Some argue that a power of the Czech President is very 

limited. I do not deny that, but I believe it is important to realize that we also have to 

think about who is the Czech President meeting with. Klaus met with the American 

President, Zeman met with the President of China. Is the status of President important 

in America or China? Yes, there is no doubt about that. And it is a President, who will 

meet with them representing an own country. I argue that not only a status and power 

that is given by a home country determines a true power of a (Czech) President, it is 

also other countries and their Presidents with their own powers who influence how 

important a (Czech) President can be, based on how big power has a counterpart a 

(Czech) President can meet and negotiate with. Based on the Czech Constitution, 

Article 63 (Poslanecká sněmovna parlamentu České republiky, 1992), in Czech 

foreign politics President: 

a) Represents the country externally. 
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b) Negotiates and ratifies international treaties; negotiation of 

international treaties can be transferred [by a President] to the 

government or with its consent transferred to its individual members. 

c) Receives heads of diplomatic missions. 

Aforementioned responsibilities of Czech President are only three selected examples 

among many others, I made this selection in order to mention only those relevant to 

FP. 

In 2014 the Czech President Miloš Zeman made a comment about Tibet and 

Taiwan during his visit to China, which was found controversial by many Czech 

people. Zeman said that he comes to China to strengthen mutual relations with a full 

respect to both countries. Zeman further stated that for this reason, neither Zeman nor 

[Czech] government recognizes independent Tibet, they sincerely hope that China 

will soon reunify with Taiwan, which they consider as a part of China (Luš, 2014). 

This message certainly did not please Taiwan. Prague Post interviewed Taiwanese 

writers regarding Zeman’s statement. Writers said that Taiwan would have expected 

the Czech Republic to show some support for them, as those two countries’ past 

experience is relatively similar; one of the writers warned that “the effort to come 

closer to China economically may have a negative impact in the long term, which his 

country has faced” (Czech News Agency, 2015). Whether the writer is right or not, 

only time can show. But it is not very likely that the Czech Republic could place 

herself in the same situation as Taiwan is – there are no historical ties or claims over 

Czech by China, also the distance between those two makes everything more 

difficult, and we could find many other reasons. It was even more surprising for 

Taiwanese society, as their experience with the Czech Republic was mostly created 

during President Václav Havel’s period. Therefore, they assumed that the democracy 

is the greatest value for Czech and because of that they also value Taiwan’s freedom, 

as one of the Taiwanese interviewed people stated, who also sees the Czech Republic 

as a country with the similar destiny to Taiwan (Czech News Agency, 2015). The 

Czech Republic indeed is a country where democracy means a great value. Taiwanese 

often see the Czech Republic as a country more similar to them, because of those two 

countries’ past. There is no evidence that Czech people would think similarly. 

Reasons for that might be various; however, I would like to stress that we should 
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remember that there is a lack of literature and propagation of Taiwan in the Czech 

Republic, therefore, not so many people have knowledge about Taiwan and its 

history. Despite this – for Taiwanese side disturbing – issue, Czech-Taiwan relations 

still remained positive and cooperation, economic and academic, is still ongoing and 

deepening. Similarly, Czech-China relations. It seems that time to time, China needs 

an assurance that the Czech Republic still recognizes China’s unity and her “One 

China Policy” and then everything goes smoothly.  

Most currently, Czech-China relations are better than ever before. According 

to The Diplomat, the Czech Republic is becoming significant for China for creating a 

bridge to Europe (Turcsanyi, 2015). Turcsanyi (2015) also argues that the turn in 

Czech relationship towards China is more and more visible - from criticizing China 

for their human rights violation to the participation in the China’s Victory Day 

Celebrations 2015 when the Czech President was the only EU head of state joining 

the celebration. The Czech Republic was the only EU country to attend, and this 

decision seems to be worth it, because as a follow-up, President Xi visited Czech in 

March 2016, as he promised to the Czech President during Celebrations in 2015 in 

China. According to the U.S. News, President Zeman said that this partnership 

between Czech and China “sets a political direction for the development of our 

relations in the future” and he hopes that Czech “becomes an entry gate for China to 

the European Union […] business deals to be signed during Xi's visit could bring 

some 95 billion koruna ($3.9 billion) of Chinese investment this year”, this very visit 

“brought deals on cooperation in health, transport, IT, sciences, tourism, banking and 

other fields as well a partnership deal between the countries' capitals” (Janicek, 

2016).  

Same year when the Czech President visited Beijing, the Czech Republic 

attended the China-CEE summit, which was held in Suzhou. During this summit, 

Czech signed a memorandum of understanding with China, and guaranteed 

participation on the One Belt One Road (OBOR) project (Tiezzi, 2016). Originally, 

the Czech Republic was not mentioned by China to be considered as a direct 

participant on OBOR. Tiezzi (2016) believes that this gesture helped to the fact that 

President Xi chose Czech as his destination for his visit following year. OBOR is 

very important project for China to the EU, every country included will become more 
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important for China as her “bridge” to the EU, it is, therefore, an achievement for 

Czech-China relations that the Czech Republic will participate. 

 

2.4.1. EVALUATION OF THE XI JINPING’S VISIT TO CZECH  

To be able to evaluate a relationship between Czech and China, we not only 

have to look into official documents, but it is also important to find out society’s 

opinion. People in the Czech Republic do not directly influence foreign politics, but 

they do have many ways how to express their feelings towards government’s acts or 

foreign powers. To evaluate how the Czech society feels about the People’s Republic 

of China, I will take as the example the visit of the President Xi Jinping, which 

happened this March 2016.  

China’s President Xi Jinping arrived in the Czech Republic on March 28th, the 

main reason of his visit was to strengthen economic ties. On the 1st day of Xi’s stay 

was scheduled a meeting with President Zeman, his Czech counterpart. Xi and Zeman 

planted a Ginko Biloba tree together in Lány5. The 2nd day started at the Prague 

Castle6, where Xi was officially welcomed by the Czech President. The whole 

ceremony was complemented by firing 21 artillery salvoes of honor. Afterward, 

agreements were signed. In the afternoon, President Xi met with the Czech 

parliament, Prime Minister and Prague mayor. The 3rd day was devoted to a business 

meeting of Czech and Chinese President and Czech and Chinese businessmen. In the 

afternoon, Chinese President left the Czech Republic. Czech media covered the visit 

rigorously. However, most of the news only described the agenda. If there was any 

evaluation of the visit, it was rather negative. 

There were also indirect ways how to undermine positive perception about 

China. For instance, 28.03.2016, the day when President Xi arrived in Czech, was 

released an article by Česká televize7 with the headline “Mučení, popravy, obchod s 

                                                            
5 Castle Lány is a summer house of the Czech President since 1921, this place is not open to public. 
6 The Prague Castle was built around 880, since the 10th century the castle became an official residence 

of a head of Czech lands, currently it is the official residence of the Czech President. 
7 Česká televize is the first public Czech TV station established in 1992. The TV station is not 

responsible for obligations of the state and the state is not liable for obligations of Česká televize 

(Česká televize, 1996–2016). 
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orgány. Špiclování, cenzura a represe. I to je současná Čína” (Netočný, 2016). 

Translated into English: ‘Torturing, executions, trade with organs. Spying, censorship, 

repression. That is also nowadays China’. First sentences of the article are: ‘To the 

Czech Republic is coming to Xi Jinping, the President of the country where every 

year the courts charge with a death penalty at least as many people, as there is 

executed in all other states together. The Czech President Miloš Zeman welcomed 

with all special honors the first man of the People’s Republic of China, the head of 

state where torturing during an interrogation and violent forcing to a conviction to a 

crime is practiced on daily basis’, for the purpose of this research, I translated original 

text into English (Netočný, 2016). I find this article very controversial, especially 

because it was published through official website of Česká televise, which serves as a 

reliable source of information since the establishment of the country. I do not want to 

create an impression that in the Czech Republic, Česká televize TV station is 

controlled by the government or that it should be. I am trying to point out that if such 

a big player in Czech media, as the Česká Televize is, criticizes China so openly and 

so severely, there must be a big split within the Czech society, or maybe even a 

majority who do not favor China. And it is obvious that Česká televise as a major 

Czech TV station supports this idea of dislike. 

The Czech branch of the Amnesty International8 (AI) wrote an open letter to 

the Czech President Zeman regarding President Xi’s visit to Czech. I decided to 

evaluate this letter in the section where I examine Czech society’s opinion, because 

this letter was written in the Czech language by Mark Martin, Director at Amnesty 

International Czech Republic, therefore, there can be a direct influence on Czech 

people. Before I closely uncover what is in this letter, it is important to remind that an 

average Czech person has limited access to information. The reason for it is that 

majority of Czech people do not read English, or any other foreign language news; we 

have to remember that while evaluating media’s presentation of any political act in 

the Czech environment. Every news can become influential, even though they do not 

necessarily need to be based on true facts, which is hard to uncover unless some other 

Czech media or person attacks it, because a person who speaks only a Czech language 

                                                            
8 Amnesty International is an NGO focusing on a human rights. Amnesty International describe 

themselves as a global movement involving more than 7 million people from 150 countries and 

territories (Amnesty International, 2016). 



‧
國

立
政 治

大

學
‧

N
a

t io
na l  Chengch i  U

niv

ers
i t

y

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CZECH-CHINA RELATIONS  35 

 

 

 
 

has limited unbiased easily accessible sources. I believe that Czech people often rely 

on Czech media coverage due to a language barrier, therefore it is easier to spread a 

(negative) message among a society.  

Back to the AI; in their open letter they are asking Zeman to be aware of the 

situation of human rights’ violation in China, they state 2 examples pointing out 

various human rights’ violation, AI is also openly asking President Zeman to take 

these facts into consideration during the negotiations with his Chinese counterpart, AI 

also mentions that the Czech Republic has a history of a communist repression and 

that the country now has to support democracy and distance from a repression of 

human rights (Martin, 2016). Czech still remembers a history of communism and 

repression that harmed a society, there is a common animosity towards non-

democratic countries, including China. I remember once when I attended a Chinese 

performance by The National Circus of People’s Republic of China, tickets were sold 

out, everyone was enjoying a performance, until acrobats came on the stage wearing 

Chinese military uniforms. When uniformed acrobats were spotted by Czech 

audience, nearly one third of Czechs stood up and as a sign of protest immediately left 

the theatre. Many of them saying ‘I will not support a communism’ while leaving. 

This experience showed me that if we take a sample of several hundreds of Czech 

people from various backgrounds with no obvious dislike towards China, otherwise 

they would not attend a performance, I assume, if they see any linkage to a 

communism of the country they suddenly feel strongly offended and unsupportive of 

China. 

There was some dislike expressed among the Czech society towards a choice 

of dates. Some argue that China chose Easter Monday on purpose to see how far they 

can go. It is unusual to accept foreign guests during our National Holiday. I do not see 

it as the strategic move made by China to see whether Czech will accept it obey. Such 

an opinion would be misleading, especially in light of circumstances that followed 

after Xi’s visit to Czech. It is known that China’s President visited the Czech 

Republic as the only European country during his trip, but he did not visit Czech as 

the only country – Xi, after he left Czech, he went to the United States where, as it 

was scheduled, he attended Nuclear Security Summit in Washington. As I already 

mentioned, Xi arrived in Czech on Monday, March 28th, after he left the Czech 
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Republic, he went directly to the USA and arrived there on Wednesday, March 30th. 

Because of Xi’s following visit to the USA, I do not see a timing of the visit to Czech 

as interfering of Easter celebration. 

Expressions of disagreement with this visit were made not only by netizens. 

There were several protests on Prague streets. On Tuesday, protesters gathered to 

express their support for Falun Gong group, which is banned in China; there were 

hundreds of Tibetan supporters waving the flag of Tibet to express their support of 

human rights (Janicek, 2016). There were also some riots that had to be stopped with 

an assistance of police when China’s supporters were about to meet with 

aforementioned protesters. Czech contributor of the U.S. News wrote that “in the 

evening (Tuesday), a mass for the victims of the Chinese communist regime was 

scheduled to be served in a Catholic church in Prague” (Janicek, 2016).  

Another controversy appeared about billboards that were displayed across 

Prague. Each of those identical billboards had a sentence in Chinese and in Czech, 

both of those saying “Welcome to the Czech Republic”. Many people expressed their 

disagreement with the sign saying that translation do not match and Chinese version is 

made to please Chinese side and to show our obedience and a lower position in the 

relationship with China. I believe that sign was translated correctly and everything 

was overmedialized to create negative mood among Czech society soon before 

Chinese President’s arrival. Czech sentence says “Vítejte v České republice!” 

(Mazancová, 2016), literally: Vítejte - welcome / v – in (to) / České - Czech / 

republice - republic. Chinese sentence says “捷克共和国欢迎您!” (Mazancová, 

2016), literally: 捷克 - Czech / 共和国 - Republic / 欢迎 - welcomes / 您 – you. 

Translation is slightly different, Czech sentence could have been changed to “Czech 

Republic welcomes you”, but that would not change a meaning of the sentence. This 

shows that criticism of billboards was rather escalated with the intention to create a 

negative impression about the China’s President visit. Regarding this issue, a 

questionnaire by the Czech newspapers Lidovky.cz (Figure 1) was created. From all 

1213 Czech respondents, 1074 were not satisfied with billboards and flags that were 

decorating Czech capital. People saw it as a sign of the Czech Republic trying to 

ingratiate herself with China. Some thought it was not necessary to express such a 
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gratitude for Xi’s visit to Czech and that it made Czech seem less important and less 

equal to China within their mutual relationship. 

 

Figure 1: Do you like how Prague is decorated to welcome the Chinese President? 

Do you like how Prague is decorated to welcome the Chinese President? 

Yes 94 

No 1074 

No specific answer. 45 

Source: Mazancová, 2016 

 

 

2.5. SUSTAINABILITY AND INSTITUALIZATION 

On the example of Xi’s visit, we can elaborate whether or not it will repeat in 

the future. It also opens another question: Is current stage of Czech-China relationship 

sustainable? I believe that it can be sustainable and it is in the best interest of the 

current government to make it happen. But there is a significant voice of public, who 

refuse to identify with this approach. There might be possible threats to this 

relationship. For instance, in March 2016 President Zeman appealed to Parliament to 

pass a bill on National Referendum (Vam & Čtk, 2016). In that case, Czech society 

would be able to express their voice by having a referendum on the inclined topic. If 

this bill passes, Czech society can in the future publicly disagree and potentially stop 

government’s acts with China. There are other tools for a nation to express their 

opinion, in case government does not acknowledge it. Thus, I see it necessary for the 

sustainability of Czech-China relationship firstly to show to a Czech society benefits 

of this relationship. If people become more involved, if they understand the 

relationship better, then they can support it, otherwise they can slowly help weakening 

it. Another mistake that has been made by the Czech government, as I see it, is a 

selection of wrong people that represent China in Czech, and also represented Czech 

in China. Soon before Xi Jinping’s visit there was an interview with Czech well-
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known Sinologist Olga Lomová and she heavily criticized a representative of CEFC9 

Jaroslav Tvrdík and also the firm itself. It is then difficult to create a positive image of 

China and Chinese businesses if well-recognized specialists have a great suspicion 

against them.   

Lomová points out that Tvrdík together with others established Czech-Chinese 

Chamber of Commerce, he then represents the Czech Republic in China not only in 

name of this Chamber but also in the name of the whole country; however, Tvrdík is 

no politician and he has no right to do so, moreover, Czech community of academic 

specialists on China have never heard of this Chamber, despite that fact Tvrdík 

presents the Chamber as the one who helps to improve Czech-China ties (Lomová, 

2016). Lomová also accuses Tvrdík from not being able to speak either English or 

Chinese and therefore, not being able to negotiate with Chinese side (Lomová, 2016). 

Tvrdík refused to react on most of Lomová’s comments. Lomová (2016) explains that 

CEFC is presented as a private enterprise; however, it is not private at all. To her it 

appears that no successful Chinese enterprise can be private because to become 

successful, they have to have links to the China’s Communist Party (CCP), which 

does not make them private bodies independent of the state. Despite this fact, CEFC is 

presented in the Czech Republic as the private enterprise with no link to the Party. 

Besides Tvrdík’s unofficial Chamber that was based on Lomová’s 

representing our country in Shanghai, there are other indirect ways how is the Czech 

Republic connecting to the PRC. Prague is about to sign a sister-city agreement with 

Beijing. Sister city agreement is to establish a bond between two cities to encourage 

tourism, culture, and education exchange. 35 assemblies, which was a majority out of 

65, agreed to sign the agreement (Bůnová & Frouzová, 2016). The agreement was a 

target by various criticisms because it contains a clause about “One-China Policy” 

(Bůnová & Frouzová, 2016). It is not usual that sister city agreement takes a stance on 

political issues, those agreements should support mutual cooperation between two 

cities, not to deal with intergovernmental issues. Many Czech people criticized this 

act and expressed their disagreement with Prague, which not as a state, but as a city 

                                                            
9 CEFC, China CEFC Energy Company Limited, is Chinese collective private enterprise with energy 

and financial focus. CEFC’s goal is to serve national industrial interest and to compete as a 

multinational enterprise. CEFC aims to expand into an international energy economy and influence the 

energy industry (CEFC, 2016). 
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voluntarily expressed her support for One-China Policy. The councilor of Prague 710 

Ondřej Mirovský said that the agreement is “a shame for Prague”, later on, he said 

that “The City of Prague disagrees with China's annexation of Tibet. Prague supports 

the campaign Flag for Tibet”; however, other councilors did not support Mirovský’s 

statement (Bůnová & Frouzová, 2016). In the EU this type of agreement is not an 

exception, the same type of agreement was already signed between numerous cities, 

for instance, Copenhagen, Madrid or Paris; however, those agreements did not 

comment on One-China Policy. Among V4 countries Czech is the first country that 

will sign this type of agreement with Beijing, so far other V4 countries have achieved 

to sign sister city agreements with Shanghai and other Chinese cities, but not with 

China’s capital. 

Lomová (2016) suggests that in the current stage when Czech is deepening the 

relationship with China especially from an economic perspective, it is important for 

the government to encourage the establishment of Think-Tank or some similar 

organization that would provide expertise and advice to President and government. 

No such an organization have been established so far and there is no sign of any effort 

to realize it. Institutionalizing Czech-China relations is also in my opinion next 

necessary step. I see the reason for that because now, there is unofficial Tvrdík’s 

chamber that serves as the only institution currently ensuring communication between 

Czech and China. President Zeman has a personal Chinese advisor, who is presented 

as unofficial advisor and has connections to CEFC – President Zeman believes that it 

is usual, if president has advisors from business environment; however, Czech 

Sinologist find it problematic, because CEFC is connected to Chinese government and 

there should not be unofficial ties that also support only one enterprise, which 

presents itself as private, despite having connections to CCP (Lomová, 2016). 

As mentioned before, it is President, who is the main player in Czech Foreign 

politics, especially from a perspective of representing the country and negotiating 

with counterparts. It is known for a fact that considerable amount of Czech population 

does not like their current president. Zeman was the first president elected by people, 

which I think created this animosity. There were two competitors and nation was 

                                                            
10 The city of Prague is divided into 22 sections, each of them named Prague + number. Each section 

has its own councilor.  
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divided into two groups, after the election, supporters of the loosing candidate 

remained critical towards winner of the presidency. Voice of criticism is mainly heard 

from Prague, where, as I believe, is so-called headquarters of Zeman’s presidency 

election opponent. Those non-supporters of Zeman create waves of criticism time to 

time and they often criticize everything that President Zeman says or does. It was no 

surprise then that Zeman’s visit to China was criticized, followed by criticism 

President Xi’s visit to Czech. There were several protest prior to the Xi’s visit in 

Prague, which I believe were also supported by non-supporters of Zeman. It is hard to 

predict if this mood will change with new president or if it remains.  

 

2.5.1. CZECH IDENTITY AFTER JOINING THE EU 

Another important factor for sustainability of Czech-China relations is a 

question for how long and how much will China see the Czech Republic as a strategic 

partner. From my research is obvious that China’s interest not only in Czech but in V4 

countries raises with these countries’ involvement with the EU. China strategically 

cooperates with countries to gain greater influence in the EU. The question is how 

much does the Czech Republic want to be involved in the EU related issues? Which 

leads us to another question: is there something like “European identity” recognized 

by Czech people? A survey made by Klicperova-Baker and Košťál (2009) when 1037 

Czech respondents were asked about their identity shows that majority of them felt 

being European, the part of the EU and democratic Europe, with 14% leaning strongly 

towards this feeling, 43% leaning and 24% with mixed feelings. 9% respondents felt 

strongly Slavic/Eastern European, 33% leaning were leaning towards this idea, 25% 

expressed mixed feelings. 8% strongly voted for being Westerners, 25% were leaning 

towards being a Westerner, 25% had mixed feelings about it. Survey shows that 

Czech people rather feel European than Eastern European or Slavic, which would 

more correspondent with V4; however, this comparison was created for European vs. 

Western, not to compare how European vs. Czech society of the Czech Republic 

feels. For China these results could be interesting as they probably rather cooperate 

with a country that apart from their own identity they feel European, not Slavic, nor 

Western because it is the EU, what is China trying to reach by coming to Europe. 
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Langhammerová (2002) in her study examined “Czech identity” in the process 

of accession to the EU. Despite the fact that the Czech Republic was established in 

1993, Czech identity goes many centuries back. “If the Czechs are asked about their 

typical characteristic, about the Czech national identity, they most frequently 

characterize themselves as a democratic, civilized, well-educated and cultured nation 

that always belonged to Europe. […] Most of the Czechs consider themselves 

Europeans and list a variety of geographical, historical, social, political, cultural, 

economic and religious reasons why the Czechs are part of Europe.” 

(Langhammerová, 2002, p. 4). Based on my personal experience, I believe it is 

necessary to explain what “European” means to Czech people. When Czech people 

refer to themselves as Europeans, they likely think of themselves as Western 

Europeans, not Eastern. Being called Eastern European associates a connection with 

Russia, Czech people, as well as people from other V4 countries are very sensitive 

about this term. Because of the history, when Czech people were occupied by the 

Soviet Union, they do not want to be connected with “Eastern Europe” again. 

Dividing Europe into Eastern and Western refers to economic development, cultural 

connection, overall wellbeing and development and modernization, while West means 

all that, East means the opposite. 

Joining the EU created two groups of European identity, both represented by 

former Czech Presidents – one by Václav Havel and the other by his successor Václav 

Klaus (Klicperova-Baker & Košťál, 2009; Langhammerová, 2002). Klaus, as the 

realist, was supportive of the Czech identity and Czech national interest, on the other 

hand, Havel, as idealist supported, saw a future in “European citizenship” 

(Langhammerová, 2002). Considering that Klaus was president until 2013, his 

support of Czech identity is more current and can influence Czech public now. In my 

opinion, a lot of Czech people share the same opinion as Klaus, there is also a 

significant portion of Czech people who do not seem to care about their identity, this 

idea also supports Langhammerová (2012) by adding that the biggest Czech concern 

is economy and issue such as identity is discussed mainly by scholars, not by society. 
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CHAPTER 3:  

ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

Some scholars argue that when we are talking about politics, it is not 

necessary to consider the economy as one of the important elements. Some believe 

that politics and economy are hard to separate. Neoliberalists believe it is economics 

what matters the most in the global order and politics are there only to support 

smooth economic cooperation. This chapter will examine economic sphere of Czech-

China cooperation and try to find an answer how depending this sphere is on Czech-

China foreign relations. 

Recently, Czech and China relations have been following a positive path. 

Czech-China economic cooperation undergone changes along with a regime change 

in 1989. Fürst (2004) in his report mentions that the Czech Republic is trying to re-

establish a good economic cooperation with China, but it has not reached its level 

from the past before 1993.Meanwhile, cheap Chinese products are a big concurrence 

to Czech products on the Czech market. This often makes Czech people feel uncertain 

about the quality of Chinese products and at the same time, Czech businessmen are 

unhappy about their unequal conditions while entering the Chinese market. Those two 

factors can in future help to encourage Czech society to be more hostile towards 

China. Fürst (2004) also believes that the Czech Republic missed her chance when 

Czech supported China in joining the World Trade Organization (WTO) and wanted 

nothing in exchange. China joined the WTO in 2001. Fürst (2004) suggests it would 

have been smart if Czech has used the support of China in joining the WTO as a tool 

during bilateral negotiations to gain some profit. Fürst made a good point; however, 

the Czech Republic does not seem that significant for China, thanks to her size and 

economic power, so even then it is hard to guess whether China would agree to Czech 

possible requirements, or rather try to avoid coming up with a conclusion favorable 

for Czech before joining the WTO. Despite this fact of a possibly missed chance, the 

current Czech-China economic relations are very fruitful. The Bank of China branch 

was opened in Prague in 2015; there was also opened a direct flight between Prague 

and Beijing (Turcsanyi, 2015). A new opened direct flight will also increase the 
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number of tourists coming from China to Czech. Even before the opening of the 

direct flight, a number of Chinese tourists visiting the Czech Republic continuously 

increases. In 2014, there have been 221,830 Chinese guests accommodated in Czech 

hotels and other accommodating properties, that was a 21.6% increase compared to 

the year 2013 (Otava, 2014). We can only imagine how much will this number 

increase by 2016 when the direct flight will start operating regularly. 

Undoubtedly, Czech-China economic cooperation is boosting; businesses on 

both sides recently feel more encouraged towards the further cooperation. While in 

China Czech products are not so famous, in Czech there are plenty of Chinese 

products. Chinese businessmen coming to Czech can enjoy very good conditions 

provided by Czech, compare to conditions for Czech businessmen in China (Fürst, 

2004). Fürst (2004) sees that negatively. Some might agree with him, but we should 

remember that the Czech Republic is a small country, also not very strong and rich 

compare to the Western European countries. So logically such a country as the Czech 

Republic will try to attract foreign investors, in this case particularly Chinese, in the 

best way they can. For this reason, we could see it as a positive step that the Czech 

government wants to provide good conditions for Chinese businessmen coming to the 

Czech Republic. But the question is if the Czech government is willing to provide 

better conditions for Chinese businessmen while in China Czech businessmen do not 

receive the same, is there a positive future for Czechs coming to China? Despite 

Fürst’s negativism, there are still some scholars who see the Czech Republic as a 

significant country when it comes to the foreign relations of China. According to the 

Szunomár (2014), the Czech Republic is one of three EU member countries that are 

willing to stand up to China politically and economically. Szunomár’s statement 

could increase hopes for more positive future for Czech businessmen. The only 

obstacle could be connected with the fact that when Szunomár was making this 

statement, she was probably looking back at Czech previous Presidents, especially 

Havel, while talking about “to stand up to China politically”, the current Czech 

President seems very supportive of China and we have not heard any criticism of 

China from him. Actually, the current Czech President Zeman helps to improve 

Czech-China relations rather than criticize China. That might seem a negative step for 
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Czech, but the truth is that Zeman tends a lot more to improve economic cooperation 

between Czech and China than his predecessors, especially compared to Havel.  

According to the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Beijing, since 2004 the 

Czech Republic signed and revised following major bilateral agreements with China 

(MZV, 2012): 

1. Agreement on economic cooperation between the government of Czech 

Republic and the government of People’s Republic of China (2004) 

2. Agreement between the government of Czech Republic and the government 

People’s Republic of China on the encouragement and mutual protection of 

investments (revised, 2006)  

3. Protocol on cultural cooperation between the Ministry of Culture of the Czech 

Republic and the Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China for the 

years 2007−2011 (2008) 

4. Agreement on Educational Exchanges between the Ministry of Education, 

Youth and Sport of the Czech Republic and the Ministry of Education of the 

People´s Republic of China for the years 2008−2011 (2008) 

5. Agreement between the government of Czech Republic and the government of 

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of 

China for the avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal 

evasion with respect to taxes on income (2011) 

6. Agreement between the government of Czech Republic and the government of 

the People's Republic of China for the avoidance of double taxation and the 

prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income (revised ,2012) 

Especially an agreement on economic cooperation signed in 2004 is very important 

for the Czech Republic, this agreement shapes nowadays economic relations with 

China. Recently, China has shown an interest in economic cooperation with the 

Czech Republic, in my opinion, the big share of this interest has Czech’s joining the 

EU. The European Union is China’s biggest trading partner and China is the EU’s 

second-largest trading partner, after the United States (MZV, 2016).  

To conclude, after the Czech Republic was established, Czech-China 

economic cooperation was stagnating. At the beginning, there was not a big interest 
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on both sides, later on a greater cooperation developed, however Czech was not so 

successful on Chinese market, on the other hand, China was successful with their 

cheap products on Czech market. A negative side was that it created a perception 

among a Czech society that China is a producer of cheap products and it would be 

difficult now for China to change that perception, if they were planning on exporting 

higher quality products. Based on data found, during recent years, Czech export to 

China is improving, which is a positive sign on achievement on both sides. 

 

3.1. CHINA’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

The number of Chinese people in the Czech Republic from 2004 to 2014 

increased (Figure 2). Since joining the EU in 2004 the Czech Republic experienced 

growing number of Chinese coming to Czech. During the period, 2005−2007 

numbers were increasing rapidly. Since 2008 until 2014 we can see that the number 

of Chinese is Czech is relatively stable, slowly growing. The Czech Republic joined 

the Schengen area program in 2007 and since then tourists coming to Europe can 

enter the Czech Republic if they were allowed to enter the Europe in any EU member 

country. However, this fact should not directly influence numbers for those Chinese 

who stayed in Czech for more than 90 days with the Czech visa (Figure 2); we also 

need to keep in mind that China is not one of the countries that can enter EU without 

a visa. In fact, the number of Chinese with the visa for more than 90 days did not go 

over 100 in the year 2014. The possible explanation can be provided by Uherek 

(2002) who explains the decline of foreigners applying for 90 days’ visa. Uherek 

(2002) first explains that Czech is mostly used by migrants as a transit country and if 

they decide to stay, the reason is a hope for a successful economic activity.  Those 

over 90 days’ visa holder can be either businessmen that need to stay longer in Czech, 

or students who come to the Czech Republic for an exchange program. Full-time 

degree seeking students will most likely have a residency over 12 months. Some 

experts elaborate about the fact that Chinese coming to Czech recently prefer to stay 

rather a shorter time, considering mostly tourists. In 2016 it is expected that the 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Shanghai will issue three times more Czech visas 

for Chinese people than three years ago, the estimate of Chinese tourists coming to 
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Czech is 400,000 and more than 500,000 in 2017; if these numbers come true, China 

will become no.2 in Incoming tourism in the Czech Republic, right after Germany; 

Chinese tourists are not only coming to Czech in very high number, but they are also 

willing to spend more money than many other tourists – in 2015 Chinese tourists 

spent more than $165 million US dollars, for 2017 this amount is expected to double 

(Hebnar et al., 2016)11. It is obvious that Czech is becoming more attractive for 

Chinese, which is very desirable in the current situation, especially considering a 

lowering number of Russian tourists coming to Czech.  

I argue that one of the factors showing us the level of understanding and 

prosperity of mutual relations of two countries is the number of foreign people living 

in the country. I examined if the number of Chinese people living in Czech is 

increasing. We can see an increase of Chinese living in Czech and that proves a 

raising interest of this group (Figure 2). It has been proven that Chinese investors are 

more interested in regions with already existing Chinese population (Szunomár, 

Völgyi, & Matura, 2014). If Czech creates suitable environment for Chinese 

population, it can ensure profit in the future, further promotion of educational and 

cultural exchange is desirable, in my opinion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
11 The information about visa was not specified by the source, thus, we do not know which type of visa 

it was. Based on other collected information, I assume that Hebnar et al. (2016) talks about under 90 

days’ visa. 
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Figure 2: Chinese people in the Czech Republic 

Source: Created by the author using data from Český Statistický Úřad 2015 

 

Greater economic cooperation between countries causes economic 

globalization, one of the major aspects of economic globalization is foreign direct 

investment FDI (Borensztein, Gregoriob & Leec, 1998). FDI is an important factor 

for economy growth. FDI brings new technologies to the host country, but it also 

encourages research and development (R&D) of new technologies that are used by 

multinational corporations (MNCs) in the host country; the limit to MNCs to bring 

and develop those technologies that allow producing goods with lower costs is a 

human capital of the host country (Elkins, Guzman, & Simons, 2006). In Czech-

China case, China’s FDI have increased during past decade. In 2005 Czech Premier 

Jiří Paroubek met with his Chinese counterpart and signed 14 bilateral agreements 

“cooperation agreements in culture, forestry, tourism, food processing and mutual 

protection of investments.” (Jing, 2005). The meeting between two premiers was also 

significant because also China-EU relations were discussed and Czech-China 

cooperation was adjusted to follow China-European Union comprehensive strategic 
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partnership. Czech-China cooperation, as we nowadays know it, started in 1993 and 

since then was supported by CzechInvest. CzechInvest is an investment and business 

development agency of the Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade that aims to attract 

FDI (CzechInvest, 2016).  China Global Investment Tracker shows that China’s 

investment counting $100 million is invested into the energy sector in Czech 

(American Enterprise Institute, 2005-2016). 

 

3.2. IMPORT AND EXPORT BETWEEN CZECH AND CHINA 

Since the year 2000 value of imported goods from China to Czech (Figure 2) 

has been slowly increasing until 2005, when after joining the EU Czech experienced 

the big increase in China’s import. In 2009 there was a significant decrease in the 

import. In 2009 Europe experienced debt crisis, it the same year Czech Koruna 

became much weaker – normally 1 EUR equals 25,8 Czech Koruna (CZK), but in 

February 2009 1 EUR was worth 29,7 CZK (Lopatka, 2009). 

Looking at the situation of the economic cooperation between Czech and 

China, as it as been said previously, it is more and more positive as years go by. 

Czech Economic Newspaper says that by 2015 Czech import to China has raised by 

19%, which counts for 27,7 billion CZK, (ČTK, 2015). Czech Deputy Minister of 

Industry believes this achievement will make China see Czech as a country that 

shows interest in further cooperation, the Deputy Minister also says that Czech 

companies succeeding in China are mostly Czech traditional industrial firms, such as 

firms focusing on a car industry (ČTK, 2015). Despite this improvement, there is still 

a lot to improve, the Czech Republic still cannot compare with Western European 

countries and their export to China. 

Graph Import to Czech from China is a good evidence of the importance of 

examination Czech-China relations after 2004. Since Czech joined the EU, we can 

see a big increase in China’s import to Czech, which was definitely positive for the 

Czech Republic. While seeing this connection of Czech and EU as an improvement of 

the Czech economy, I would like to demonstrate another element of this joint on this 

very graph (Figure 3).  As mentioned before, there was a decline in value of China’s 
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import to Czech in 2009, which was undoubtedly influenced by EU’s debt crisis, 

which occurred at the same time. Those two examples show us that Czech-China 

trade is currently dependent on the economic situation of the EU, or we can say 

situation within Europe. Since 2010 Europe started implementing various 

mechanisms to improve this situation, we can see an increase of China’s import value 

to Czech during same years. After 2011 another decline occurred (Figure 3), it was 

stabilized by 2012−2013, since 2013 there have been less steep (compared to 

previous instances of import’s increase from Figure 3), but stable increase.  

 

Figure 3: Import to Czech from China 

Source: Created by the author using data from Český Statistický Úřad 2016 
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Figure 4: Export from Czech to China 

Source: Created by the author using data from Český Statistický Úřad 2016 

Figure 5: Imports from China as a percentage of total imports of goods, on a cost, 

insurance, and freight basis 

Source: Created by the author using data from Český Statistický Úřad 2016 
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On the other hand, the value of export from Czech to China (Figure 4) seems 

more stable than import from China to Czech (Figure 3). Data show a very low 

amount of export in 2000, but since then we can see an increase, which is stable but 

not rapid until 2006. I see the start of an increase in Czech export by 2005−2006 as a 

consequence of joining the European Union in 2004. Evidently, Czech export was not 

hit by 2009 EU debt crisis and value went steeply up, there was short-period 

stabilization during 2011−2012, which soon changed into an increase that continued 

until 2014. There has been a decline in Czech export to China in 2015; however, data 

is too new to conclude any particular reason for that. If this decline stops by 2016 and 

following years, we can conclude possible reasons for that; however, in case this 

decline disappears by the following year, I believe that it is not very significant for us 

to elaborate about short-term decline. Based on the recent research, Czech Republic is 

one of the main EU exporters to China (Heiduk & McCaleb, 2014). 

 “Cost, insurance and freight (CIF) is a trade term requiring the seller to 

arrange for the carriage of goods by sea to a port of destination, and provide the buyer 

with the documents necessary to obtain the goods from the carrier […] the seller is 

obligated to insure the goods while in transit for 110% of their value” (Investopedia, 

2003).  CIF includes the cost of goods, necessary insurance, and costs of the 

transport, all paid by the seller. CIF ensures that whatever possible happens to goods 

before they are delivered to their final destination [Czech], seller [China] is 

responsible for that. Data show that import from China to Czech and a percentage of 

total imports of goods on CIS basis increases (Figure 5). It shows us two things: first, 

import of non-containerized goods from China to Czech by sea is growing; second, 

there is an obvious use of CIF when it comes to China-Czech trade. Using CIF is 

important in order to protect the customer, and in Czech, but also some other 

European countries, there have been spread an impression that Chinese business 

counterparts are not always reliable. In my opinion, use of CIF for imports from 

China can help to improve this impression. 
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CHAPTER 4:  

CHINA AND V4 

To be able to evaluate the relationship between the Czech Republic and 

China, we need to look at it from a wider perspective. In this section, I will provide an 

examination of the relationship between China and countries of the Visegrád Group. 

When we question the reason why is China interested in this region, cheap labor 

comes to mind; however, this is not the case. If China were to seek cheap labor, then 

investments would rather go to Bulgaria or Romania, then to Hungary, Czech 

Republic, or Poland, where the cost of labor is higher, but China does the opposite 

(Szunomár, 2014). All V4 countries are member states of the European Union, they 

all joined the EU in 2004. 

Comparing V4 countries, Poland is the largest one by land, followed by 

Hungary, Czech Republic, and Slovakia. Poland also has the highest population 

amongst those four countries, followed by Czech Republic, Hungary, and Slovakia. 

V4 country with the highest GDP per capita is the Czech Republic, followed by 

Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary. Poland tops with the gross domestic product, 

followed by Czech Republic, Hungary, and Slovakia. Stock of inward foreign direct 

investment per capita reaches the highest number in the Czech Republic (Figure 6). 

 

Figure 6: Stock of inward foreign direct investment per capita 

Stock of inward foreign direct investment per capita (USD) 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 2012* 

Czech Rep. 7,761 10,828 10,812 11,976 12,200 11,880 12,310 

Slovakia 6,166 7,822 9,339 9,667 9,305 9,430 9,780 

Hungary 5,558 5,965 6,555 6,779 7,026 7,490 8,270 

Poland 3,298 4,680 4,311 4,853 5,261 5,000 5,120 

Source: Fürst, 2014          *estimate 
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Figure 7: Chinese investment in Visegrád countries 

Chinese investment in Visegrád countries 

country 
Investment sector (USD) 

total energy transport chemicals technology real estate 

Hungary $6.1B - $2.32B $2.11B $1.5B $170M 

Poland $1.79B $1.69B $100M - - - 

Czech Rep. $100M $100M - - - - 

Slovakia - - - - - - 

Source: Created by the author using data from American Enterprise Institute, 

2005−2016 

 

 If we compare Chinese investment in V4 countries during the period 

2005−2016, there have been not a single one investment tracked in Slovakia, on the 

other hand, Hungary receives the most investment out of all V4 countries, followed 

by Poland, with Czech Republic with least investment coming from China (Figure 7). 

In the Czech Republic, China’s investment goes to Energy sector. In Poland, the 

majority of investment goes to Energy sector and rest is invested into Transport 

sector. In Hungary, the majority of investment goes to Transport sector, then almost a 

same amount goes to Chemicals sector, $1.5 billion is invested into Technology 

sector, and the rest of investment end up in Real estate sector. 

    European Chamber interviewed 69 Chinese enterprises they asked following 

question: Which country/countries have you invested in? 17 enterprises responded 

they invested in Poland, 15 enterprises responded Hungary, 9 enterprises responded 

they invested in the Czech Republic, 4 enterprises responded they invested in 

Slovakia (European Chamber, 2013). By comparison, Germany was mentioned by 

respondents 46 times, which was the highest number listed in this survey. Poland was 

mentioned the same amount of time as Romania, while Hungary was mentioned the 

same amount of time as Sweden. This survey shows that while Sweden is considered 

as richer and more developed country than Hungary by many Europeans, for Chinese 

investors these two stand in the same position. Poland and Hungary were in the first 
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half of mentioned countries that are being chosen by Chinese investors, while Czech 

and Slovakia were in the second half, with Slovakia almost at the end of the scale. 

While talking about country’s relationship with China, an economy is not the only 

discussed topic, people often raise a question regarding human rights, and other 

related topics, graph published in the Power Audit of EU-China Relations (Fox & 

Godement, 2009) shows attitudes of EU states towards China (Figure 8). The Czech 

Republic is assertive industrialist12, has the most critical political attitude within V4, 

and within the EU, Czech is considered more liberal regarding her economic attitude. 

As mentioned before in this research, nowadays Czech Republic is rather less critical 

towards China and puts economic interest in the first place, her liberalism is 

deepening. Poland was categorized as assertive industrialist12 as well, Poland’s 

political attitude is less critical than the attitude of Czech; however, more critical 

compared to Slovakia or Hungary. Poland has protectionist economic attitude, the 

most “extreme” within V4. Slovakia is accommodating mercantilist13 with a political 

attitude more supportive of China. Slovak economic attitude is also protectionist, 

same as in the case of Poland. Hungary is accommodating mercantilist 13, same as 

Slovakia; however, Hungary’s political attitude is the most supportive of China 

within V4, her economic attitude is rather liberal.  

The figure was created in the year 2009, therefore I decided to evaluate the current 

situation of the Czech Republic based on my findings, I will not evaluate other 

countries’ changes of their attitudes because it is not focus of this research. An 

economic attitude of the Czech Republic is more and more liberal, which is current 

trend, although only time will show whether this trend will prevail when a new 

President will be elected. On the Figure 08 Czech economic attitude is already liberal 

by the year 2009, which means that the change is not as obvious as for a political 

                                                            
12 Assertive Industrialists are “willing to stand up to China vigorously on both political and economic 

issues”, their acting could “put it at the heart of a stronger EU approach towards Beijing”, they do not 

agree that “market forces should shape the nature of the EU-China relationship”, they “stand ready to 

pressure China with sector-specific demands, to support protective anti-dumping measures against 

unfairly subsidized Chinese goods, or to threaten other trade actions” (Fox & Godement, p.5, 2009). 
13 Accommodating Mercantilists believe that “good political relations with China will lead to 

commercial benefit”, and that “economic considerations must dominate the relationship with China; 

they see anti-dumping measures as a useful tool and oppose awarding China market economy status. 

They compensate for their readiness to resort to protectionist measures by shunning confrontation with 

China on political questions” (Fox & Godement, p.6, 2009).  
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attitude. I believe that a political attitude of the Czech Republic is currently not 

critical. Based on my findings I would even move Czech behind the central line to the 

more supportive section. 

 

Figure 8: EU Member State attitudes towards China 

 

Source: Fox & Godement, 2009 

 

 

4.1. HUNGARY 

Hungary’s case is similar to the Czech Republic – interest of China in the 

country raised after joining the EU in 2004 (Turcsányi, 2014a; Szunomár, Völgyi, & 

Matura, 2014). Turcsányi (2014a) further supports his statement by the situation in 

2012, when Hungary wanted to deepen its connection with China; however, China 

preferred Poland, which was more supportive of the EU. Despite Turcsányi’s 

argument, Bank of China and Industrial and Commercial Bank of China have their 
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branch in Hungary, and since 2010 there is also the office of Yingke Law Firm, 

Dacheng Law since 2012, and other large Chinese law offices (Szunomár, 2014). 

This evidence shows that even if China decided for greater support of Poland rather 

than Hungary, they still did not abandon their efforts to strengthen influence on 

Hungarian soil. Also, Hungary is one of the main EU exporters to China (Heiduk & 

McCaleb, 2014), which puts the country into an important position between EU and 

China. If Hungary does not support the EU, as Turcsányi (2014a) suggests, it will 

more likely not be beneficial for the EU than for China, because one of the biggest 

exporters should go along with the EU policies and believes. In favor of the EU, 

China has shown so far that she has the interest to have good relations with the EU, 

mostly because of an economic potential. China does not only have to have a good 

relationship with the EU, she also wants to have an influence over countries that have 

a power within the EU, which, in my opinion, will further determine which of V4 will 

become the most important for China. 

By 2010 China’s investment in Hungary counted for 89% of all China’s 

investment into CEE, the investment increased by 2013 (Szunomár, Völgyi, & 

Matura, 2014). That makes Hungary the most important destination also among V4 

for China’s investment. Hungary further encourages foreign investors outside the EU 

by offering special visa for them that ensures them with resident visa if they fulfill a 

certain amount of investment in Hungary. “Applicants are required first to subscribe 

to the Fund’s shares with a lock-up period of minimum 5 years. The minimum initial 

investment by each subscriber is EUR 300,000. Shares will be 100% redeemable after 

the lock-up period” (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary, 2016). Besides this 

obvious advantage for foreign investors, Hungary has the biggest Chinese population 

in the region and good educational relations with China (Szunomár, Völgyi, & 

Matura, 2014). That also attracts more investors to go there, as it is easier for them to 

create new contacts and to penetrate a local market. Educational exchange, on the 

other hand, helps promote the country in China, as well as helps to assimilate Chinese 

people in Hungary. In V4 countries, in general, it is to some extent difficult for local 

society to accept foreigners, especially because historically, these countries have 

homogeneous society and opening to the outside world, especially beyond European 

borders started in recent years. Education and educational exchange help people to 
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overcome this trend from a past, therefore, I consider it as one of the crucial elements 

while engaging with foreign partner. 

 

4.2. POLAND 

Poland has a great potential to attract FDI as the biggest market in terms of 

population (Demography report 2010, 2011). For Poland, same as other V4 countries, 

the important moment of Poland-China relations occurred in 2004, when Poland 

joined the EU. Same year China’s President Hu Jintao visited Poland’s capital 

Warsaw, it was the first visit of China’s head of state to Poland, later on in 2012 

Premier of the PRC Wen Jiabao visited Poland (Heiduk & McCaleb, 2014). Since 

2004, cooperation with China have been ongoing. Poland established wide specter of 

cooperation with China, such as in “industry and mining, science and technology, 

energy, communication, transport, environmental protection, maritime economy, 

architecture and construction industry, urban planning and housing, and cooperation 

among small and medium enterprises” (Heiduk & McCaleb, 2014, p. 56). Bank of 

China and Industrial and Commercial Bank of China have their branch in Poland, and 

since 2012 there is also the office of Yingke Law Firm, Dacheng Law since 2011, and 

other large Chinese law offices (Szunomár, 2014). Heiduk and McCaleb (2014) see a 

problem of Poland in a lack of necessary steps done by the Polish government to 

support a relationship with China. This is not the only case among V4 where scholars 

believe that much could have been done better and that government lacks much-

needed expertise when dealing with China. If gaining an expertise, then a government 

would be able to establish a suitable strategy to promote itself among Chinese 

investors, as well as to make a country more attractive and accessible to FDI mainly. 

Among concerns influencing Poland-China relations and cooperation, there is 

a question of human rights, Tibet, and Taiwan. Polish society has expressed their 

opinion several times about disagreement with China’s acting in Tibet. Dalai Lama 

paid a visit to Poland in 2008 and was received by members of Polish Parliament 

(The Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 2014). Acts like this make it more 

uneasy for China to be fully determined to engage with Poland. 
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4.3. SLOVAKIA 

After Czechoslovakia dissolved, Czech and Slovak Republics were 

established in 1993, since then, both countries continue maintaining the official 

relationship with the People’s Republic of China. Based on the recent research, 

Slovakia appears as the weakest trading partner from all four V4 countries for China; 

however, their relationship is positive and stable. In 2013 Both countries, Slovakia 

and China established a new goal to strengthen their mutual relationship in the future. 

Meeting of both countries’ representatives – Zhang Dejiang, chairman of the Standing 

Committee of the National People's Congress and Slovak President Ivan Gashparovic 

– is about to bring a boost for their cooperation, which will be ensured by bilateral 

agreements that were signed during this meeting (Global Times, 2013). Zhang said 

that “Slovakia has become an important economic and trade partner for China in 

Central and Eastern Europe” (Global Times, 2013). Zhang’s comment shows us that 

China sees in the relationship an opportunity to establish a stronger connection with 

the whole region of CEE. In that case, Czech and Slovakia could be competing for an 

identical post. In my opinion, no competition will be needed, because those two 

countries have a lot to offer and each of them concentrates on different things. For 

Slovakia, car industry became crucial for their economy. Slovakia is the country with 

the largest car production per capita (Liptáková, 2015). Slovakia’s current policy is to 

support Small & Medium Enterprises (SME), as well as to support FDI. When it 

comes to China’s acting in international economic, suitable conditions for their 

investment could be the right way to for Slovakia. 

Slovakia is one of the main EU exporters to China, and Slovakia as the only 

V4 country has a positive trade balance with China (Heiduk & McCaleb, 2014). And 

also the only V4 country using Euro currency, other three countries still keep their 

original currency, despite being part of the EU. 

If we rely on Slovak statistical data that are compatible with Eurostat or other 

international statistical data, stock amount of Chinese investment shows positive 

numbers until 2011, then in 2012 there have been observed a stagnation and decrease 

in 2013 (Turcsányi, 2014b). According to Turcsányi (2014b), China does not 

cooperate with IMF or with any other statistical data gathering organizations, 
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therefore, only data available about China’s investment would be data released by 

China, Turcsányi says that there are Chinese acquired companies’ shares in Slovakia 

and 99% are in the steel products and machineries. To conclude, overall Slovakia is in 

the worst position in V4 with a negative growth of Chinese investment (Turcsányi, 

2014b).
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CHAPTER 5: 

CONCLUSION 

The aim of the research was to provide true and relevant information about 

current Czech-China foreign relations. With provided understanding of the history of 

Czech-China relations, a reader should be able to gain a knowledge from the result of 

examination of the contemporary evolution of Czech-China with a focus on 

Economic and Political cooperation. Results show the connection between political 

cooperation explained through examination of agreements, statements of government 

officials, their visits mostly to China, or the relationship between the Czech Republic 

and Taiwan, and changes during past few years related to an economic exchange. 

5.1. STATEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 

As it is known, there is not a great interest in the international affairs among 

the Czech society. That causes a lack of scholarly work on this topic, especially on 

relations with countries outside of Europe. The other reason for a lack of scholarly 

work on this topic is the age of the Czech Republic. As scholars argue, most of the 

research done before 1989 was influenced by propaganda, hence it is difficult to find 

valid data, especially when it comes to international affairs of those countries that 

shared the same communist regime. This fact does not directly influence my research,

as it concentrates on contemporary relationship between Czech and China, but there 

is a significant indirect influence – because there was not a great interest in Chinese 

studies before 1989, it probably influenced scholars interest choices afterwards and it 

led to producing a small number of scholarly work on this topic during the period 

until 2000, even afterwards, I would say. 

The Czech Republic established relations with China after 1993, but the lack 

of interest in this topic remained. There are few Czech scholars with the 

specialization in politics and Chinese studies. For this reason, while providing 

arguments to explain data, the research might be to some extent bias. To eliminate 
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that, I use as primary sources data published by government and other official 

websites, those data are further analyzed based not only on the work of Czech 

scholars but also some foreign scholars, whose specialization is relevant to the 

discussed issue. 

Because of unawareness of the Czech society of the Czech-China issues, there 

will be no questionnaire distributed among people to complement this study. The 

reason for that is that if the questionnaire is distributed among people not familiar 

with Chinese studies, their answers would not be too valuable for the research, 

because of the lack of expertise. If the questionnaire is distributed among people 

familiar with the topic, the number of those people would be too small to provide a 

data that would truly complement this research. I believe that because of the lack of 

research in Czech-China relations, any research added to this field is a valuable 

contribution. This research focuses on the most recent years and changes that those 

years have brought and that have not been discussed yet. Furthermore, this research is 

to provide an examination of changes in Czech-China foreign relations in the light of 

the contemporary and recent situation, taking that in consideration, this research will 

be completing already existing research of earlier years in regard to helping to better 

understand the current situation. 

It is also difficult to receive a data from China, because the government does 

not follow international standards and transparency as for instance the Czech 

Republic. While evaluating data, I was able to use data released by the Czech 

Republic, the EU, or other European countries, but not data released by China, as 

many scholars mention in their work that data released by China often does not match 

to other data released by the European Union, for instance. 

Neoliberalism suggests that prosperous economic cooperation is the base for 

good foreign relations, the whole research is based on this assumption while 

examining Czech-China relations. Some could argue that this limits the research as 

other approaches are not taken into consideration; however, in this case, I believe that 

neoliberalism is the best possible approach for the examination of current Czech-

China relations, especially because it really is a trade and economic cooperation what 
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is currently being discussed and improved, other political aspects come as the 

secondary goal that goes along with the economic goals. 

 

5.2. IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESEARCH 

Based on my research, I believe that the chosen methodology is suitable for 

this thesis. The neoliberal approach suggests the importance of mutual trade and 

economic cooperation that is not managed by the state. Currently, we can see that 

newest political approach of Czech government is very supportive of liberal 

economy, Czech president has shown a good evidence of his liberal approach, and the 

importance of the economy to a future state’s development.  

There is a common consensus among the EU that all member countries should 

follow the same path when it comes to cooperation with countries outside of the EU. 

The Czech Republic also adapted “the EU approach” when it comes to new or 

adjusted treaties with non-European countries. There has been a significant change in 

Czech-China relations, because now the Czech Republic, as the EU member, can 

serve as a bridge to Europe for China’s investments. Since joining the EU, Czech 

signed bilateral agreements with China involving economic, academic and other 

forms of cooperation, for instance, in the year 2005, the Czech Prime Minister signed 

14 bilateral agreements with China. The research proved that there have been recent 

positive changes in Czech-China relations, especially on the economic field. Those 

changes lead to more tight and equal economic cooperation between Czech and 

China. 

As the matter of the level of analysis, if I divide it into three groups: 

individual level, system level, and social level; in my opinion, the most important 

level is the individual, which is a President in this case. In Czech-China relations 

analysis from the Czech perspective a President plays a crucial role, therefore this 

research emphasized mainly on Presidents.  

There is an obvious interest of the Czech Republic in greater cooperation with 

China, especially from the economic perspective. The current Czech President 

conducted several visits to China to strengthen mutual relationship. Some evidence 
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from 2004 shows that Czech side of this relationship still seems unsatisfied with this 

state of the relationship, because there are obvious advantages for Chinese side, 

especially when it comes to trade. Import to Czech from China has been steadily 

growing since 2000, after 2004 a growth was rapid, then there was a slight decrease; 

however, it went up again after 2013.  Export from Czech to China experienced 

similar, but a slower path. It took longer to Czech side to speed up export growth rate 

than to China; however, after 2009 data show an obvious increase in Czech export to 

China.  

From the non-economic perspective, the biggest changes have been 

discovered in the question of Taiwan. Recently, the situation was stable, until the year 

2014 when the Czech President Zeman visited Beijing where he stated that Taiwan is 

a part of China. Changes that Czech-China and Czech-Taiwan political relations have 

undergone are significant. It went from active criticism of China, and support of 

democratic Taiwan to stating that Taiwan is a part of China while having the Czech 

President visiting Beijing. China is becoming more and more important for the Czech 

Republic, as most importantly an economic cooperation is increasing. The current 

Czech President recently visited China and Chinese officials went for an official visit 

to the Czech Republic – that is a good proof of an active cooperation and positive 

foreign relations between China and Czech. Most recently China’s President Xi 

Jinping visited Czech as the first Chinese president in the history of Czech-China 

relations. We can definitely see that as a starting point for improvement the mutual 

relationship; this visit was not only exceptional from Czech standpoint, it was also 

unique because, during President Xi’s visit to Czech, the Czech Republic was the 

only European country he visited during this trip. This is a very interesting step 

forward in the Czech diplomacy, as the Czech Republic, the country often considered 

less significant in Europe due to her historical connection with the Soviet Union, was 

chosen to be President Xi’s the only European destination. Besides that, the Czech 

capital Prague is about to sign a sister city agreement with Beijing as the first V4 

country to do so. There have not been noticed a lot of public complaints during past 

years related to Czech-China relations. First, complaints were heard regarding 

aforementioned sister city agreement between Prague and Beijing, because this 

agreement will contain a clause about Prague’s support of One-China Policy. Even 
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bigger criticism occurred during President Xi’s visit when numerous voices raised a 

question concerning human rights. However, official government’s statement towards 

China remains positive. Even though an attitude of the Czech society is negative 

towards China, which was observed especially during the visit of Xi Jinping to 

Prague, I do not see it as a big turnover. Findings show that there was lack of interest 

in China in past, nowadays there is a trend of negativity towards China to some 

extent, this negativity is a change from neutrality rather than from positivity. China 

was always something unknown, sometimes even mysterious for Czech public, 

current negativity carried out might be influenced by Czechs’ dislike for local 

government or because of an impression that have been spread by a Czech media that 

the country present herself as inferior in relation with China. 

I believe tourism should be mentioned as one of the factors that influence 

Czech-China relations. For the Czech Republic, tourism is an important source of 

money income. A new opened direct flight between Prague and Beijing will also 

increase the number of incoming tourists. Chinese tourists are not only coming to 

Czech in very high number, but they are also willing to spend more money than many 

other tourists. It is obvious that Czech is becoming more attractive for Chinese, which 

is very desirable in the current situation, especially considering a lowering number of 

Russian tourists coming to Czech. Another factor that shows us the level of 

understanding and prosperity of mutual relations is the number of foreign people 

living in the country. A number of Chinese people living in Czech increases since 

2004, by 2007 increase became more stable and slowed down, on the other hand, the 

number of applicants for over 90 days’ visa decreased. An increase in Chinese living 

in Czech proves a raising interest of Chinese and China in general in Czech. 

Lastly, I consider China’s soft power as one of the factors influencing 

relations between China and other countries. In the Czech case, Confucius institute 

can influence Czech-China relations, especially because of the capital they can afford 

to use. To support Confucius institute in Olomouc, China provided $100,000 USD, 

3,000 books, and teaching materials. Confucius institute serves as an educational 

platform and they also offer consulting services; however, I did not discover that 

Czech businesses are using a service of the Confucius institute. They prefer already 

existing platforms and services provided or recommended by the Czech Ministry of 
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Foreign Affairs, for instance, CzechTrade, Czech Invest, or Embassy of the Czech 

Republic in Shanghai and in Beijing. 

The Czech Republic during past three presidencies experienced various stages 

of the relationship with China. The more recent time we examine, the more 

involvement of the importance of economic cooperation we can discover. Economic 

and academic cooperation are ongoing between Czech and China. Based on my 

findings, I conclude that current political relations between the Czech Republic and 

the People’s Republic of China are on a very positive path; Czech government 

officials are personally trying to improve those relations by making official visits to 

China. After comparing the periods before and after Czech joined the EU, changes in 

Czech-China relations have been very significant, especially from the President’s 

stance that is important for foreign relations. If we look at the most recent situation, 

the biggest improvement seems to occur during past few years especially since 2013 

when Miloš Zeman became the Czech President. President Zeman is very open to the 

cooperation with China and he is actively participating in its improvement. The first 

Czech President Havel was more of an opposite to this stance – he, in my opinion, 

valued human rights and democracy over good foreign relations economic 

cooperation with China. Second Czech President Klaus’s support leaned rather 

towards the United States of America, but he also started the reevaluation of Czech-

China relations, and he supported and idea of mutual closer cooperation, especially in 

the economic field. 

As an example, in Czech-China relations the Czech Presidents promotes 

Czech trade, businessmen and companies during his talks with China’s high 

government officials, which has become a pattern during past decade. Therefore, I 

argue that the current situation of Czech-China relations requires the involvement of 

politicians, and improvement of foreign relations, in order to strengthen the economic 

cooperation. Then, it will be possible for a trade to become more independent from 

the government bodies, as it is according to the neoliberal society; however, that is 

still yet to come, in my opinion, the Czech Republic is not in this stage yet. 

China does not only want to have a good relationship with the EU, she also 

wants to have an influence over countries that have a power within the EU, which, in 
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my opinion, will further determine which of V4 will become the most important for 

China. 

Based on historical facts and discovered data, there is no particular bond 

between the Czech Republic and the PRC that would not be observed in cases of 

other Visegrád group countries. Moreover, Czech could be seen as an even less 

important V4 country from China’s perspective, since China’s biggest share V4 of 

investment, over 6 billion USD, goes to Hungary. Czech, on the other hand, receives 

only 100 million USD of Chinese investment. The Czech Republic agreed to be a part 

of OBOR, which will make the country more important to China. Based on my 

findings, if I were to evaluate how important each V4 country is for China from the 

economic perspective, I would say: Hungary > Poland > the Czech Republic > 

Slovakia. Hungary has the highest number of China’s investment, as well as the 

biggest Chinese population among V4. Slovakia, on the other hand, has no or very 

little investment, based on different sources.  

Czech Republic might not be the biggest V4 China’s investment partner; 

however, it was the Czech Republic who the PRC president Xi visited this Spring as 

the only European country. Czech is still a strategic partner for China, a tighter

relationship with Czech China has, the greater influence in EU can China perform. 

There may not have been any particular interests in Czech at the beginning, but 

because of efforts made mostly by the Czech President, I believe that this situation is 

changing. 

Looking to the past, as I mentioned before, Czech-China relations have 

changed rapidly, not only considering growing economic exchange but also on 

political matters. I believe that the Czech President of the Czech history has a very 

significant influence on the development of those mutual relations. Based on the 

Czech Constitution, the President a) represents the country externally, b) negotiates 

and ratifies international treaties, c) receives heads of diplomatic missions. It is not 

crucial for this research to evaluate the first Czech President because his period ended 

before Czech joined the EU. However, I decided to examine the first President Havel 

in the overview of this research, because if we understand his idealistic way of 

practicing foreign politics, then we can better evaluate how realistic was his 
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successor, and then later understand the big turnover of Czech-China relations with 

current President’s liberalistic approach that is thoroughly examined in my research. I 

consider the current Czech President as the one who has made the biggest efforts, 

compared to his two predecessors, to strengthen ties with China. As I mentioned 

above, Zeman has been very active during his talks with the President Xi Jinping in 

order to make his home country more attractive to China. 

I believe that a reason why the Czech Republic wants to improve the 

relationship with China is an economic interest. When we look back to the past, when 

the Czech Republic was a new country, her enthusiasm about China was not so great 

among society, as well the government body, especially a President. We can see a 

huge change nowadays when not only the President but also Czech society becomes 

more aware of China. Reasons are obvious– a search for new markets and 

strengthening economic cooperation with a big strong country. 

Czech President can influence foreign relations not only in a positive way. 

Finding of my research show among Czech society, there are people who dislike 

China and there might be a linkage to a dislike of their President. I would call it a 

trend that Czech people do not like their politicians and the President is no exception. 

President Klaus has the United States as his preferable foreign power to establish 

close relations with, during his presidency, there was a dislike towards the USA. 

Current President Zeman chose China as the most important foreign power to 

establish good relations with and again, there is a voice among the Czech society 

expressing a dislike towards China. It is hard to predict whether with a new President 

people will change their opinion about China, or not. Positive thing is that not 

everybody supports this dislike, if I use President Xi’s visit to Czech, there have been 

a good number of China’s supporters who welcomed him in Prague with flags and 

smiles on their faces. 

As I see it, the biggest concern for Czech-China relations is that a relationship 

between those two countries is affected by issues such as discussion about human 

rights, particularly the issue of Tibet or Taiwan. So far, I observe that the current 

government seems fond of China, renouncing the possibility of bringing up the 

aforementioned issue. 
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I have examined that Czech-China relations and Czech-Taiwan relations are 

influencing each other; however, there is no automatic direct linkage between those 

two when it comes to a negative influence. I have discovered a linkage in the 

occurrence of (Czech’s) open commenting on Cross-Strait relations, while favoring 

one side, the other side of the Taiwan Strait expresses their disagreement, in the past 

when such a case occurred, open disagreement came from China’s side.  

In this research, I concentrated on Political and Economic cooperation 

between the Czech Republic and the People’s Republic of China. I sincerely hope that 

this research will provide an original contribution to knowledge about the Czech-

China foreign relations. During my research I have discovered that there are still 

many potential questions regarding Czech-China relations that have not been 

answered, therefore, further research would be desirable. I examined this relationship 

rather from Czech perspective, the next research could look at the same topic by 

using Chinese sources in order to find out, how is this relationship evaluated from 

China’s side. 
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