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Abstract

By interviewing and analyzing the questionnaires of the mainland students
who studied in the universities in Taiwan for one or two semesters, the current
research studied the influences of cultures and educations across strait through

the exchange student programs.

In the recent five years, there has been a big change in the cultural and
educational exchange cross strait.  In the beginning, there were only less than
10 exchange students from China to study here for only one week or one month,
as well as short-term exchanges for summer or winter breaks only. Currently,
almost every large-scale of universities in Taiwan, more than ten mainland
students attend classes with Taiwan students. For some private universities,
more than hundreds, even thousands of mainland students come to study. It has
formed a new culture of “mainland students” on campus in Taiwan. This new
culture is predicted to be a big trend which quietly changes the environment of

higher education system in Taiwan.

The objective of this study was to understand the motivations of these
students from mainland China to study any program in Taiwan. The results of
this study will provide colleges and universities in Taiwan with informative
sources for attracting more Chinese students and understanding their needful.
Both questionnaire and interviewing methodologies were used for this study.
The results show that most of the Chinese students were interested in colleges
and universities in Taiwan because students from both sides speak the same
language and short distances between China and Taiwan for returning home.
The impressions of local students to those Chinese students were active,
passions and highly bound to extra curriculum. The level of teaching quality
and environment in Taiwan was impressed and effective to the Chinese students.

For all of the above mentioned reasons, students from China were still willing
5



to attend the classes in Taiwan for some credit hours through the exchange
student programs and mutual beneficial programs.

Key words : mainland student, willing to come to Taiwan, higher education,
exchange students
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